
he day I hit the keyboard with 
an intention to comment on the 
remonstration staged by 
Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) 

and Pakistan Awami Tehrik (PAT), 
Pakistan played cricket series deciding 
ODI and got comprehensively beaten by 
Sri Lanka. I doubt if anyone, even a 
fervent cricketer, followed the match. �e 
entire nation was held hostage to political 
stage show alongside the parliament 
telecast live in real time. We may be 
forgiven for missing out on the cricket 
match but can we defend ourselves on 
ignoring catastrophic issue of much 
greater national implications such as 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
bearing the inclement weather conditions 
under open sky besides lacking all the 
necessities they deserve as the citizens of 
Pakistan. Neither their region was struck 
by natural catastrophe nor did they leave 
their homes on their own free will. �ey 
were advised to leave or even forced out of 
their abode to stay away from the harm’s 
way during military operation, Zarb e 
Azab inNorth Waziristan Agency 
(NWA). �eir tragedy can only be 
fathomed by those who have visited the 
camps and seen their plight.�e nation 
responded well to meet that challenge and 

anation wide campaign to alleviate their 
su�erings and help them with at least the 
basic human necessities was initiated. But 
alas, all national and media attention 
shifted to the long march and subsequent 
sit-ins in Islamabad. �e military 
operation, taking care of the IDPs and any 
other fall out resulting from operation is 
left to the Pakistan Army to deal with.

No army can win any operation without 
the national support; still our valiant army 
is showing exemplary resilience and 
excellent professionalism in conducting 
armed operations and managing its fall 
out despite diversion of public and civilian 
government’s attention towards “dharna” 
(sit-in). Inordinate delay in employment 
of military option due to foot dragging of 
political forces helped signi�cant number 
of terrorists and their main leadership 
escape from their hide outs into the 
settled areas of Pakistan or into 
Afghanistan before the operations were 
actually launched. Imran Khan was at the 
fore front opposing the military option in 
NWA. As an obvious consequence much 
needed element of surprise was lost before 
reaching a political consensus about the 
inevitability of a military operation. 
Terrorists escaping an imminent military 
onslaught are now comfortably lodged in 

well established sleeper cells within the 
populated areas. �ey have directions to 
launch terror attacks independently at an 
opportune moment..

�e atmosphere at “dharna” stage is so 
charged that even a small administrative 
lapse by the government or a 
miscalculation on part of dharna 
participants would unleash an eruption of 
volcanic proportions having potential to 
cause hitherto unseen damage to national 
political fabric.Entire electronic and social 
networking media is completely focused 
on even unfolding Constitution Avenue 
in Islamabad. Events are changing so 
rapidly that the entire nation is totally 
confused about the outcome of ensuing 
political unrest. �ere have been political 
movements in Pakistan in the past but this 
one is fundamentally di�erent. In the past 
all political parties constituting opposition 
in elected parliament or those against 
unconstitutional rule of a military dictator 
were part of a collective movement against 
one party in power while this dharna is by 
one political party against the entire 
spectrum of political forces in Pakistan, 
albeit with support of an apolitical but 
highly organized pressure group.

Before going further to analyze future 

consequences of this dharna some strange 
coincidences during the buildup stage of 
ensuing so called political struggle merits 
a mention. Was it a coincidence that 
Imran refused to accept the election 
results without a plan aforethought? Was 
it a coincidence that both the leaders 
heading their respective dharna were in 
London at the same time not too distant a 
past? Was it a coincidence that both the 
marches started at the same time and 
staged sit-ins in close proximity? Is it a 
coincidence that common grounds have 
emerged between a political party well 
represented in parliament and a religious 
party having no political representation 
after prolongation of their dharna? Is it a 
coincidence that PTI leader met a very 
high ranking retired military o�cer 
abroad and then again in Pakistan just 
before the launch of long march? Is it a 
coincidence that an “umpire” was expected 
to raise his �nger to declare the political 
government “out” at an early stage into 
drama? �ere can be an unending list of 
such queries casting shadows of doubt on 
intentions of leadership of parties involved 
in dharna politics. But on the other hand, 
in order to shun disconcerted dharna 
participants, can we �nd any solid 
argument in favour of incumbent 
government; provincial or federal? Alas! 
No.

�anks to round the clock real time 
coverage punctuated by enlightening talk 
shows telecast between scholars, 
politicians, media persons and even 
common citizens.  Readers are now more 
than well versed with the arguments and 

counter arguments of dharna parties and 
the government. So, instead of repeating 
those analyses in this space, I will try to 
examine the impact or consequences of 
current political brawl on our society. We 
cannot boast about democracy or decent 
political discourse after sad demise of 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of 
now beleaguered cut to half Pakistan. Can 
we absolve ourselves on traumatic clipping 
of our eastern wing? Can we blame any 
external intervention for bringing us to 
the barely surviving present state? 
Economic excellence of succeeding 
governments, military or civilian, has 
crafted with patriotic pains a situation 
where each citizen is born with heavy 
foreign as well as domestic debt and dies 
with even a heavier burden.Today more 
than half of our population lives below the 
poverty line and an appalling proportion 
of these unfortunate so called human 
beings cannot be sure of getting two time 
meals. A signi�cant number of Pakistanis 
are shelter less, jobless and may be 
luckless; an ideal landscape for political 
unrest or even a revolution. �is is what 
we can callgood governance and 
acceptable progress? Abhorring law and 
order situation, petty street crimes, family 
suicides, organized crimes and certain acts 
of terrorism can easily be traced back to 
dismal governances and poor economic 
performance of elected or imposed 
leadership. �e only two recent past 
positives we can seek solace in are free and 
vibrant media and independent higher 
judiciary. We may also consider transition 
of government from one politically elected 
set up to the other after completing full 

term in o�ce, a major mile stone in 
progressing democracy and political 
maturity. �is milestone was made 
possible by the so well talked about 
Charter of Democracy which was 
respected by the opposition and 
government. Present political turmoil 
created by dharna has witnessed all the 
political parties coming together against 
unconstitutional demands of radical 
political party PTI and apolitical PAT.

�e PTI leadership shows no faith in apex 
judiciary of Pakistan under the present 
Prime Minister thus creating a political 
impasse which nearly brought a big 
disaster on the eve of their march towards 
the Prime Minister’s house. If the 
government had not shown restraint, the 
catastrophic consequences would have 
scuttled present political dispensation. As 
discussed earlier, the government cannot 
boast about satisfactory performance in 
the past sixteen months but the cricketer 
turned politician Imran Khan has taken 
the political game into another 
dimension; may be a hybrid of cricket 
match and street smart politics. Entire 
drama being staged appears to be 
following a well written script which 
failed the intended impact due to 
miscalculation of the author/s. �e 
sentiment he has managed to create 
among his followers is less than polite 
which is visible not only on the streets of 
Pakistan and dharna scene but also on 
social media where extremely abusive 
language is being employed to discredit or 
disgrace those who are in opposing camps. 
My only fear is that this attitude may 
become favoured instrument in future 
political struggle. Such paradigm shift in 
real politicking does not augur well for our 
future political dispensation. Any party 
not in harmony with the government 
policy would resort to disruptive street 
politics to force the incumbent 
government out of o�ce by threatening to 
create a situation of civil disobedience. �e 
irony in such a situation would be that 
innocent lives of political workers would 
be sacri�ced for the agenda of such 
nonconforming leadership. Sanity has to 
prevail and politically elected leadership 
must be given a chance to implement their 
manifesto, failing which they will be voted 
out like the Peoples Party government. 
Politics is the game of �nding solutions in 
seemingly impossible situations. �e 
change must come through ballot, not 
bullet. 
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albeit with support of an apolitical but 
highly organized pressure group.

Before going further to analyze future 

consequences of this dharna some strange 
coincidences during the buildup stage of 
ensuing so called political struggle merits 
a mention. Was it a coincidence that 
Imran refused to accept the election 
results without a plan aforethought? Was 
it a coincidence that both the leaders 
heading their respective dharna were in 
London at the same time not too distant a 
past? Was it a coincidence that both the 
marches started at the same time and 
staged sit-ins in close proximity? Is it a 
coincidence that common grounds have 
emerged between a political party well 
represented in parliament and a religious 
party having no political representation 
after prolongation of their dharna? Is it a 
coincidence that PTI leader met a very 
high ranking retired military o�cer 
abroad and then again in Pakistan just 
before the launch of long march? Is it a 
coincidence that an “umpire” was expected 
to raise his �nger to declare the political 
government “out” at an early stage into 
drama? �ere can be an unending list of 
such queries casting shadows of doubt on 
intentions of leadership of parties involved 
in dharna politics. But on the other hand, 
in order to shun disconcerted dharna 
participants, can we �nd any solid 
argument in favour of incumbent 
government; provincial or federal? Alas! 
No.

�anks to round the clock real time 
coverage punctuated by enlightening talk 
shows telecast between scholars, 
politicians, media persons and even 
common citizens.  Readers are now more 
than well versed with the arguments and 

counter arguments of dharna parties and 
the government. So, instead of repeating 
those analyses in this space, I will try to 
examine the impact or consequences of 
current political brawl on our society. We 
cannot boast about democracy or decent 
political discourse after sad demise of 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of 
now beleaguered cut to half Pakistan. Can 
we absolve ourselves on traumatic clipping 
of our eastern wing? Can we blame any 
external intervention for bringing us to 
the barely surviving present state? 
Economic excellence of succeeding 
governments, military or civilian, has 
crafted with patriotic pains a situation 
where each citizen is born with heavy 
foreign as well as domestic debt and dies 
with even a heavier burden.Today more 
than half of our population lives below the 
poverty line and an appalling proportion 
of these unfortunate so called human 
beings cannot be sure of getting two time 
meals. A signi�cant number of Pakistanis 
are shelter less, jobless and may be 
luckless; an ideal landscape for political 
unrest or even a revolution. �is is what 
we can callgood governance and 
acceptable progress? Abhorring law and 
order situation, petty street crimes, family 
suicides, organized crimes and certain acts 
of terrorism can easily be traced back to 
dismal governances and poor economic 
performance of elected or imposed 
leadership. �e only two recent past 
positives we can seek solace in are free and 
vibrant media and independent higher 
judiciary. We may also consider transition 
of government from one politically elected 
set up to the other after completing full 

term in o�ce, a major mile stone in 
progressing democracy and political 
maturity. �is milestone was made 
possible by the so well talked about 
Charter of Democracy which was 
respected by the opposition and 
government. Present political turmoil 
created by dharna has witnessed all the 
political parties coming together against 
unconstitutional demands of radical 
political party PTI and apolitical PAT.

�e PTI leadership shows no faith in apex 
judiciary of Pakistan under the present 
Prime Minister thus creating a political 
impasse which nearly brought a big 
disaster on the eve of their march towards 
the Prime Minister’s house. If the 
government had not shown restraint, the 
catastrophic consequences would have 
scuttled present political dispensation. As 
discussed earlier, the government cannot 
boast about satisfactory performance in 
the past sixteen months but the cricketer 
turned politician Imran Khan has taken 
the political game into another 
dimension; may be a hybrid of cricket 
match and street smart politics. Entire 
drama being staged appears to be 
following a well written script which 
failed the intended impact due to 
miscalculation of the author/s. �e 
sentiment he has managed to create 
among his followers is less than polite 
which is visible not only on the streets of 
Pakistan and dharna scene but also on 
social media where extremely abusive 
language is being employed to discredit or 
disgrace those who are in opposing camps. 
My only fear is that this attitude may 
become favoured instrument in future 
political struggle. Such paradigm shift in 
real politicking does not augur well for our 
future political dispensation. Any party 
not in harmony with the government 
policy would resort to disruptive street 
politics to force the incumbent 
government out of o�ce by threatening to 
create a situation of civil disobedience. �e 
irony in such a situation would be that 
innocent lives of political workers would 
be sacri�ced for the agenda of such 
nonconforming leadership. Sanity has to 
prevail and politically elected leadership 
must be given a chance to implement their 
manifesto, failing which they will be voted 
out like the Peoples Party government. 
Politics is the game of �nding solutions in 
seemingly impossible situations. �e 
change must come through ballot, not 
bullet. 

hina took up the issue of Uighur militants with both Ashraf 
Ghani and Nawaz Sharif when they visited Beijing recently. 
China is highly concerned about the terrorists from Sinkiang 

who have taken shelter in areas on both sides of the Pak-Afghan border. �e 
issue again cropped up at the ministerial conference of Istanbul Process 
held in Beijing. China, according to a report �led by Reuters, volunteered to 
play role in Afghan peace process by proposing a ‘peace and reconciliation 
forum’, with representatives from Afghanistan, Pakistan, China and the 
Taliban high command.

In case the report is true, Pakistan needs to accept the proposal without 
delaying things too long. What is more, it should use whatever leverage it 
has with the Afghan Taliban to join the initiative. Earlier attempts by the 
US to bring the Taliban on board failed due to multifarious reasons that 
included, inter alia, domestic American politics, sabotage of the Doha 
process by Karzai government and doubts and suspicions persisting 
between the US and Pakistan. �e new Afghan government has excellent 
relations with China as indicated by Ashraf Ghani’s visit to Beijing within 
a month of taking the oath of o�ce. By agreeing to join the peace and 
reconciliation process, Islamabad can achieve its aim of taking its relations 
with Afghanistan to a higher level.

It remains to be seen whether China would succeed where others like US, 
EU and Turkey failed. China has no doubt strong points. It is a major power 
having large investments both in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Instead of 
taking recourse to strong-arm tactics it relies on the extension of soft power, 
seeking mutually bene�cial trade and investment and helping countries in 
the development of infrastructure. Most of all its leadership avoids 
displaying hubris. Despite the events in Sinkiang, Pakistani and Afghan 
media as well as political and religious parties have maintained a positive 
view of China. At a time when terrorist forces are on the o�ensive the 
proposed peace and reconciliation forum can act as a formidable bulwark 
against them.

The Chinese gambit
Pakistan shouldn’t

lose this opportunity
of regional cooperation
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he day I hit the keyboard with 
an intention to comment on the 
remonstration staged by 
Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) 

and Pakistan Awami Tehrik (PAT), 
Pakistan played cricket series deciding 
ODI and got comprehensively beaten by 
Sri Lanka. I doubt if anyone, even a 
fervent cricketer, followed the match. �e 
entire nation was held hostage to political 
stage show alongside the parliament 
telecast live in real time. We may be 
forgiven for missing out on the cricket 
match but can we defend ourselves on 
ignoring catastrophic issue of much 
greater national implications such as 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
bearing the inclement weather conditions 
under open sky besides lacking all the 
necessities they deserve as the citizens of 
Pakistan. Neither their region was struck 
by natural catastrophe nor did they leave 
their homes on their own free will. �ey 
were advised to leave or even forced out of 
their abode to stay away from the harm’s 
way during military operation, Zarb e 
Azab inNorth Waziristan Agency 
(NWA). �eir tragedy can only be 
fathomed by those who have visited the 
camps and seen their plight.�e nation 
responded well to meet that challenge and 

anation wide campaign to alleviate their 
su�erings and help them with at least the 
basic human necessities was initiated. But 
alas, all national and media attention 
shifted to the long march and subsequent 
sit-ins in Islamabad. �e military 
operation, taking care of the IDPs and any 
other fall out resulting from operation is 
left to the Pakistan Army to deal with.

No army can win any operation without 
the national support; still our valiant army 
is showing exemplary resilience and 
excellent professionalism in conducting 
armed operations and managing its fall 
out despite diversion of public and civilian 
government’s attention towards “dharna” 
(sit-in). Inordinate delay in employment 
of military option due to foot dragging of 
political forces helped signi�cant number 
of terrorists and their main leadership 
escape from their hide outs into the 
settled areas of Pakistan or into 
Afghanistan before the operations were 
actually launched. Imran Khan was at the 
fore front opposing the military option in 
NWA. As an obvious consequence much 
needed element of surprise was lost before 
reaching a political consensus about the 
inevitability of a military operation. 
Terrorists escaping an imminent military 
onslaught are now comfortably lodged in 

well established sleeper cells within the 
populated areas. �ey have directions to 
launch terror attacks independently at an 
opportune moment..

�e atmosphere at “dharna” stage is so 
charged that even a small administrative 
lapse by the government or a 
miscalculation on part of dharna 
participants would unleash an eruption of 
volcanic proportions having potential to 
cause hitherto unseen damage to national 
political fabric.Entire electronic and social 
networking media is completely focused 
on even unfolding Constitution Avenue 
in Islamabad. Events are changing so 
rapidly that the entire nation is totally 
confused about the outcome of ensuing 
political unrest. �ere have been political 
movements in Pakistan in the past but this 
one is fundamentally di�erent. In the past 
all political parties constituting opposition 
in elected parliament or those against 
unconstitutional rule of a military dictator 
were part of a collective movement against 
one party in power while this dharna is by 
one political party against the entire 
spectrum of political forces in Pakistan, 
albeit with support of an apolitical but 
highly organized pressure group.

Before going further to analyze future 

consequences of this dharna some strange 
coincidences during the buildup stage of 
ensuing so called political struggle merits 
a mention. Was it a coincidence that 
Imran refused to accept the election 
results without a plan aforethought? Was 
it a coincidence that both the leaders 
heading their respective dharna were in 
London at the same time not too distant a 
past? Was it a coincidence that both the 
marches started at the same time and 
staged sit-ins in close proximity? Is it a 
coincidence that common grounds have 
emerged between a political party well 
represented in parliament and a religious 
party having no political representation 
after prolongation of their dharna? Is it a 
coincidence that PTI leader met a very 
high ranking retired military o�cer 
abroad and then again in Pakistan just 
before the launch of long march? Is it a 
coincidence that an “umpire” was expected 
to raise his �nger to declare the political 
government “out” at an early stage into 
drama? �ere can be an unending list of 
such queries casting shadows of doubt on 
intentions of leadership of parties involved 
in dharna politics. But on the other hand, 
in order to shun disconcerted dharna 
participants, can we �nd any solid 
argument in favour of incumbent 
government; provincial or federal? Alas! 
No.

�anks to round the clock real time 
coverage punctuated by enlightening talk 
shows telecast between scholars, 
politicians, media persons and even 
common citizens.  Readers are now more 
than well versed with the arguments and 

counter arguments of dharna parties and 
the government. So, instead of repeating 
those analyses in this space, I will try to 
examine the impact or consequences of 
current political brawl on our society. We 
cannot boast about democracy or decent 
political discourse after sad demise of 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of 
now beleaguered cut to half Pakistan. Can 
we absolve ourselves on traumatic clipping 
of our eastern wing? Can we blame any 
external intervention for bringing us to 
the barely surviving present state? 
Economic excellence of succeeding 
governments, military or civilian, has 
crafted with patriotic pains a situation 
where each citizen is born with heavy 
foreign as well as domestic debt and dies 
with even a heavier burden.Today more 
than half of our population lives below the 
poverty line and an appalling proportion 
of these unfortunate so called human 
beings cannot be sure of getting two time 
meals. A signi�cant number of Pakistanis 
are shelter less, jobless and may be 
luckless; an ideal landscape for political 
unrest or even a revolution. �is is what 
we can callgood governance and 
acceptable progress? Abhorring law and 
order situation, petty street crimes, family 
suicides, organized crimes and certain acts 
of terrorism can easily be traced back to 
dismal governances and poor economic 
performance of elected or imposed 
leadership. �e only two recent past 
positives we can seek solace in are free and 
vibrant media and independent higher 
judiciary. We may also consider transition 
of government from one politically elected 
set up to the other after completing full 

term in o�ce, a major mile stone in 
progressing democracy and political 
maturity. �is milestone was made 
possible by the so well talked about 
Charter of Democracy which was 
respected by the opposition and 
government. Present political turmoil 
created by dharna has witnessed all the 
political parties coming together against 
unconstitutional demands of radical 
political party PTI and apolitical PAT.

�e PTI leadership shows no faith in apex 
judiciary of Pakistan under the present 
Prime Minister thus creating a political 
impasse which nearly brought a big 
disaster on the eve of their march towards 
the Prime Minister’s house. If the 
government had not shown restraint, the 
catastrophic consequences would have 
scuttled present political dispensation. As 
discussed earlier, the government cannot 
boast about satisfactory performance in 
the past sixteen months but the cricketer 
turned politician Imran Khan has taken 
the political game into another 
dimension; may be a hybrid of cricket 
match and street smart politics. Entire 
drama being staged appears to be 
following a well written script which 
failed the intended impact due to 
miscalculation of the author/s. �e 
sentiment he has managed to create 
among his followers is less than polite 
which is visible not only on the streets of 
Pakistan and dharna scene but also on 
social media where extremely abusive 
language is being employed to discredit or 
disgrace those who are in opposing camps. 
My only fear is that this attitude may 
become favoured instrument in future 
political struggle. Such paradigm shift in 
real politicking does not augur well for our 
future political dispensation. Any party 
not in harmony with the government 
policy would resort to disruptive street 
politics to force the incumbent 
government out of o�ce by threatening to 
create a situation of civil disobedience. �e 
irony in such a situation would be that 
innocent lives of political workers would 
be sacri�ced for the agenda of such 
nonconforming leadership. Sanity has to 
prevail and politically elected leadership 
must be given a chance to implement their 
manifesto, failing which they will be voted 
out like the Peoples Party government. 
Politics is the game of �nding solutions in 
seemingly impossible situations. �e 
change must come through ballot, not 
bullet. 



he day I hit the keyboard with 
an intention to comment on the 
remonstration staged by 
Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) 

and Pakistan Awami Tehrik (PAT), 
Pakistan played cricket series deciding 
ODI and got comprehensively beaten by 
Sri Lanka. I doubt if anyone, even a 
fervent cricketer, followed the match. �e 
entire nation was held hostage to political 
stage show alongside the parliament 
telecast live in real time. We may be 
forgiven for missing out on the cricket 
match but can we defend ourselves on 
ignoring catastrophic issue of much 
greater national implications such as 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
bearing the inclement weather conditions 
under open sky besides lacking all the 
necessities they deserve as the citizens of 
Pakistan. Neither their region was struck 
by natural catastrophe nor did they leave 
their homes on their own free will. �ey 
were advised to leave or even forced out of 
their abode to stay away from the harm’s 
way during military operation, Zarb e 
Azab inNorth Waziristan Agency 
(NWA). �eir tragedy can only be 
fathomed by those who have visited the 
camps and seen their plight.�e nation 
responded well to meet that challenge and 

anation wide campaign to alleviate their 
su�erings and help them with at least the 
basic human necessities was initiated. But 
alas, all national and media attention 
shifted to the long march and subsequent 
sit-ins in Islamabad. �e military 
operation, taking care of the IDPs and any 
other fall out resulting from operation is 
left to the Pakistan Army to deal with.

No army can win any operation without 
the national support; still our valiant army 
is showing exemplary resilience and 
excellent professionalism in conducting 
armed operations and managing its fall 
out despite diversion of public and civilian 
government’s attention towards “dharna” 
(sit-in). Inordinate delay in employment 
of military option due to foot dragging of 
political forces helped signi�cant number 
of terrorists and their main leadership 
escape from their hide outs into the 
settled areas of Pakistan or into 
Afghanistan before the operations were 
actually launched. Imran Khan was at the 
fore front opposing the military option in 
NWA. As an obvious consequence much 
needed element of surprise was lost before 
reaching a political consensus about the 
inevitability of a military operation. 
Terrorists escaping an imminent military 
onslaught are now comfortably lodged in 

well established sleeper cells within the 
populated areas. �ey have directions to 
launch terror attacks independently at an 
opportune moment..

�e atmosphere at “dharna” stage is so 
charged that even a small administrative 
lapse by the government or a 
miscalculation on part of dharna 
participants would unleash an eruption of 
volcanic proportions having potential to 
cause hitherto unseen damage to national 
political fabric.Entire electronic and social 
networking media is completely focused 
on even unfolding Constitution Avenue 
in Islamabad. Events are changing so 
rapidly that the entire nation is totally 
confused about the outcome of ensuing 
political unrest. �ere have been political 
movements in Pakistan in the past but this 
one is fundamentally di�erent. In the past 
all political parties constituting opposition 
in elected parliament or those against 
unconstitutional rule of a military dictator 
were part of a collective movement against 
one party in power while this dharna is by 
one political party against the entire 
spectrum of political forces in Pakistan, 
albeit with support of an apolitical but 
highly organized pressure group.

Before going further to analyze future 
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consequences of this dharna some strange 
coincidences during the buildup stage of 
ensuing so called political struggle merits 
a mention. Was it a coincidence that 
Imran refused to accept the election 
results without a plan aforethought? Was 
it a coincidence that both the leaders 
heading their respective dharna were in 
London at the same time not too distant a 
past? Was it a coincidence that both the 
marches started at the same time and 
staged sit-ins in close proximity? Is it a 
coincidence that common grounds have 
emerged between a political party well 
represented in parliament and a religious 
party having no political representation 
after prolongation of their dharna? Is it a 
coincidence that PTI leader met a very 
high ranking retired military o�cer 
abroad and then again in Pakistan just 
before the launch of long march? Is it a 
coincidence that an “umpire” was expected 
to raise his �nger to declare the political 
government “out” at an early stage into 
drama? �ere can be an unending list of 
such queries casting shadows of doubt on 
intentions of leadership of parties involved 
in dharna politics. But on the other hand, 
in order to shun disconcerted dharna 
participants, can we �nd any solid 
argument in favour of incumbent 
government; provincial or federal? Alas! 
No.

�anks to round the clock real time 
coverage punctuated by enlightening talk 
shows telecast between scholars, 
politicians, media persons and even 
common citizens.  Readers are now more 
than well versed with the arguments and 

counter arguments of dharna parties and 
the government. So, instead of repeating 
those analyses in this space, I will try to 
examine the impact or consequences of 
current political brawl on our society. We 
cannot boast about democracy or decent 
political discourse after sad demise of 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of 
now beleaguered cut to half Pakistan. Can 
we absolve ourselves on traumatic clipping 
of our eastern wing? Can we blame any 
external intervention for bringing us to 
the barely surviving present state? 
Economic excellence of succeeding 
governments, military or civilian, has 
crafted with patriotic pains a situation 
where each citizen is born with heavy 
foreign as well as domestic debt and dies 
with even a heavier burden.Today more 
than half of our population lives below the 
poverty line and an appalling proportion 
of these unfortunate so called human 
beings cannot be sure of getting two time 
meals. A signi�cant number of Pakistanis 
are shelter less, jobless and may be 
luckless; an ideal landscape for political 
unrest or even a revolution. �is is what 
we can callgood governance and 
acceptable progress? Abhorring law and 
order situation, petty street crimes, family 
suicides, organized crimes and certain acts 
of terrorism can easily be traced back to 
dismal governances and poor economic 
performance of elected or imposed 
leadership. �e only two recent past 
positives we can seek solace in are free and 
vibrant media and independent higher 
judiciary. We may also consider transition 
of government from one politically elected 
set up to the other after completing full 

term in o�ce, a major mile stone in 
progressing democracy and political 
maturity. �is milestone was made 
possible by the so well talked about 
Charter of Democracy which was 
respected by the opposition and 
government. Present political turmoil 
created by dharna has witnessed all the 
political parties coming together against 
unconstitutional demands of radical 
political party PTI and apolitical PAT.

�e PTI leadership shows no faith in apex 
judiciary of Pakistan under the present 
Prime Minister thus creating a political 
impasse which nearly brought a big 
disaster on the eve of their march towards 
the Prime Minister’s house. If the 
government had not shown restraint, the 
catastrophic consequences would have 
scuttled present political dispensation. As 
discussed earlier, the government cannot 
boast about satisfactory performance in 
the past sixteen months but the cricketer 
turned politician Imran Khan has taken 
the political game into another 
dimension; may be a hybrid of cricket 
match and street smart politics. Entire 
drama being staged appears to be 
following a well written script which 
failed the intended impact due to 
miscalculation of the author/s. �e 
sentiment he has managed to create 
among his followers is less than polite 
which is visible not only on the streets of 
Pakistan and dharna scene but also on 
social media where extremely abusive 
language is being employed to discredit or 
disgrace those who are in opposing camps. 
My only fear is that this attitude may 
become favoured instrument in future 
political struggle. Such paradigm shift in 
real politicking does not augur well for our 
future political dispensation. Any party 
not in harmony with the government 
policy would resort to disruptive street 
politics to force the incumbent 
government out of o�ce by threatening to 
create a situation of civil disobedience. �e 
irony in such a situation would be that 
innocent lives of political workers would 
be sacri�ced for the agenda of such 
nonconforming leadership. Sanity has to 
prevail and politically elected leadership 
must be given a chance to implement their 
manifesto, failing which they will be voted 
out like the Peoples Party government. 
Politics is the game of �nding solutions in 
seemingly impossible situations. �e 
change must come through ballot, not 
bullet. 



he day I hit the keyboard with 
an intention to comment on the 
remonstration staged by 
Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) 

and Pakistan Awami Tehrik (PAT), 
Pakistan played cricket series deciding 
ODI and got comprehensively beaten by 
Sri Lanka. I doubt if anyone, even a 
fervent cricketer, followed the match. �e 
entire nation was held hostage to political 
stage show alongside the parliament 
telecast live in real time. We may be 
forgiven for missing out on the cricket 
match but can we defend ourselves on 
ignoring catastrophic issue of much 
greater national implications such as 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
bearing the inclement weather conditions 
under open sky besides lacking all the 
necessities they deserve as the citizens of 
Pakistan. Neither their region was struck 
by natural catastrophe nor did they leave 
their homes on their own free will. �ey 
were advised to leave or even forced out of 
their abode to stay away from the harm’s 
way during military operation, Zarb e 
Azab inNorth Waziristan Agency 
(NWA). �eir tragedy can only be 
fathomed by those who have visited the 
camps and seen their plight.�e nation 
responded well to meet that challenge and 

anation wide campaign to alleviate their 
su�erings and help them with at least the 
basic human necessities was initiated. But 
alas, all national and media attention 
shifted to the long march and subsequent 
sit-ins in Islamabad. �e military 
operation, taking care of the IDPs and any 
other fall out resulting from operation is 
left to the Pakistan Army to deal with.

No army can win any operation without 
the national support; still our valiant army 
is showing exemplary resilience and 
excellent professionalism in conducting 
armed operations and managing its fall 
out despite diversion of public and civilian 
government’s attention towards “dharna” 
(sit-in). Inordinate delay in employment 
of military option due to foot dragging of 
political forces helped signi�cant number 
of terrorists and their main leadership 
escape from their hide outs into the 
settled areas of Pakistan or into 
Afghanistan before the operations were 
actually launched. Imran Khan was at the 
fore front opposing the military option in 
NWA. As an obvious consequence much 
needed element of surprise was lost before 
reaching a political consensus about the 
inevitability of a military operation. 
Terrorists escaping an imminent military 
onslaught are now comfortably lodged in 

well established sleeper cells within the 
populated areas. �ey have directions to 
launch terror attacks independently at an 
opportune moment..

�e atmosphere at “dharna” stage is so 
charged that even a small administrative 
lapse by the government or a 
miscalculation on part of dharna 
participants would unleash an eruption of 
volcanic proportions having potential to 
cause hitherto unseen damage to national 
political fabric.Entire electronic and social 
networking media is completely focused 
on even unfolding Constitution Avenue 
in Islamabad. Events are changing so 
rapidly that the entire nation is totally 
confused about the outcome of ensuing 
political unrest. �ere have been political 
movements in Pakistan in the past but this 
one is fundamentally di�erent. In the past 
all political parties constituting opposition 
in elected parliament or those against 
unconstitutional rule of a military dictator 
were part of a collective movement against 
one party in power while this dharna is by 
one political party against the entire 
spectrum of political forces in Pakistan, 
albeit with support of an apolitical but 
highly organized pressure group.

Before going further to analyze future 

consequences of this dharna some strange 
coincidences during the buildup stage of 
ensuing so called political struggle merits 
a mention. Was it a coincidence that 
Imran refused to accept the election 
results without a plan aforethought? Was 
it a coincidence that both the leaders 
heading their respective dharna were in 
London at the same time not too distant a 
past? Was it a coincidence that both the 
marches started at the same time and 
staged sit-ins in close proximity? Is it a 
coincidence that common grounds have 
emerged between a political party well 
represented in parliament and a religious 
party having no political representation 
after prolongation of their dharna? Is it a 
coincidence that PTI leader met a very 
high ranking retired military o�cer 
abroad and then again in Pakistan just 
before the launch of long march? Is it a 
coincidence that an “umpire” was expected 
to raise his �nger to declare the political 
government “out” at an early stage into 
drama? �ere can be an unending list of 
such queries casting shadows of doubt on 
intentions of leadership of parties involved 
in dharna politics. But on the other hand, 
in order to shun disconcerted dharna 
participants, can we �nd any solid 
argument in favour of incumbent 
government; provincial or federal? Alas! 
No.

�anks to round the clock real time 
coverage punctuated by enlightening talk 
shows telecast between scholars, 
politicians, media persons and even 
common citizens.  Readers are now more 
than well versed with the arguments and 

counter arguments of dharna parties and 
the government. So, instead of repeating 
those analyses in this space, I will try to 
examine the impact or consequences of 
current political brawl on our society. We 
cannot boast about democracy or decent 
political discourse after sad demise of 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of 
now beleaguered cut to half Pakistan. Can 
we absolve ourselves on traumatic clipping 
of our eastern wing? Can we blame any 
external intervention for bringing us to 
the barely surviving present state? 
Economic excellence of succeeding 
governments, military or civilian, has 
crafted with patriotic pains a situation 
where each citizen is born with heavy 
foreign as well as domestic debt and dies 
with even a heavier burden.Today more 
than half of our population lives below the 
poverty line and an appalling proportion 
of these unfortunate so called human 
beings cannot be sure of getting two time 
meals. A signi�cant number of Pakistanis 
are shelter less, jobless and may be 
luckless; an ideal landscape for political 
unrest or even a revolution. �is is what 
we can callgood governance and 
acceptable progress? Abhorring law and 
order situation, petty street crimes, family 
suicides, organized crimes and certain acts 
of terrorism can easily be traced back to 
dismal governances and poor economic 
performance of elected or imposed 
leadership. �e only two recent past 
positives we can seek solace in are free and 
vibrant media and independent higher 
judiciary. We may also consider transition 
of government from one politically elected 
set up to the other after completing full 

term in o�ce, a major mile stone in 
progressing democracy and political 
maturity. �is milestone was made 
possible by the so well talked about 
Charter of Democracy which was 
respected by the opposition and 
government. Present political turmoil 
created by dharna has witnessed all the 
political parties coming together against 
unconstitutional demands of radical 
political party PTI and apolitical PAT.

�e PTI leadership shows no faith in apex 
judiciary of Pakistan under the present 
Prime Minister thus creating a political 
impasse which nearly brought a big 
disaster on the eve of their march towards 
the Prime Minister’s house. If the 
government had not shown restraint, the 
catastrophic consequences would have 
scuttled present political dispensation. As 
discussed earlier, the government cannot 
boast about satisfactory performance in 
the past sixteen months but the cricketer 
turned politician Imran Khan has taken 
the political game into another 
dimension; may be a hybrid of cricket 
match and street smart politics. Entire 
drama being staged appears to be 
following a well written script which 
failed the intended impact due to 
miscalculation of the author/s. �e 
sentiment he has managed to create 
among his followers is less than polite 
which is visible not only on the streets of 
Pakistan and dharna scene but also on 
social media where extremely abusive 
language is being employed to discredit or 
disgrace those who are in opposing camps. 
My only fear is that this attitude may 
become favoured instrument in future 
political struggle. Such paradigm shift in 
real politicking does not augur well for our 
future political dispensation. Any party 
not in harmony with the government 
policy would resort to disruptive street 
politics to force the incumbent 
government out of o�ce by threatening to 
create a situation of civil disobedience. �e 
irony in such a situation would be that 
innocent lives of political workers would 
be sacri�ced for the agenda of such 
nonconforming leadership. Sanity has to 
prevail and politically elected leadership 
must be given a chance to implement their 
manifesto, failing which they will be voted 
out like the Peoples Party government. 
Politics is the game of �nding solutions in 
seemingly impossible situations. �e 
change must come through ballot, not 
bullet. 
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he combined forces of the 
ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq 
and al-Sham) swept through 
Mosul with lightning speed.  

�is speed was accelerated by the �ight 
of leadership. As the story unfolded I 
took a few minutes to tap into a jihad 
portal to view images on the ground.  
�e citizens of Mosul noted 
government personnel �eeing the city in 
a convoy of vehicles.  Military uniforms 
were lying in the dirt at the military 
bases in both Mosul and Tikrit. I guess 
soldiers �ed in their underwear.  
Samarra was under attack. Within mere 
hours, the ISIS had secured a perimeter 
around six neighborhoods. �ey had 
their eye on a prize:  the Askari shrine.  
Kirkuk, a continual powder keg of 
sectarian political ri�-ra� also 
experienced the upheaval of urban 
warfare.

�e blitzkrieg worked. It was a 

spectacular display which unfolded 
minute-by-minute, hour-by-hour. 
Herein lies the truth.  When an ordinary 
soldier su�ers an incontinence episode 
in the heat of battle, that is �ne. Men 
can wet their britches and still be heroes. 
Soiled pants, sweat and cursing may 
prevail. But real soldiers do not abandon 
their weapons and run. And when 
command sta� have an incontinence 
episode and abandon their posts, all is 
lost. �at loss in Mosul included the 
release of several hundred men from 
prison.  Include them in the swelling 
ranks of the ISIS.

One thousand three hundred men 
accomplished a lightning fast strike 
against Mosul. Five hundred thousand 
citizens took �ight. Citizens fall in line 
with the posture of their government. If 
I see soldiers on my lawn directing a line 
of �re at the enemy, team Swo�ord will 
provide the �ank. �is is Texas. We are 

as well-armed as the average Somali 
warlord. But if I see soldiers shedding 
their uniforms on my lawn, it is time for 
the Swo�ord family to drive, bike, 
skateboard or �ee on foot. Good 
leadership inspires courage. Leaders 
who �ee their constituents inspire a 
di�erent type of reaction. It is called 
wild panic.

Iraq's central governance is crumbling. 
When this dynamic occurs in the 
Middle East, governance reverts to the 
understood norm. Local mosques 
function as both  command central and 
recruitment depot.  One citizen reporter 
on the ground reported that the mosque 
network was being used to appeal to 
“citizen rebels”.  �ink of Iran as the 
modern prototype for a central and local 
command link. �e use of mosques to 
facilitate the organization, and if 
needed, operational staging of the Basij 
moves with a workable plan. �is is done 

under the command of a central 
governing organ. But in con�ict zones 
where central oversight disappears 
political decisions and military 
operations return to a strong 
dependence on the writ of the 
scholar-in-residence to send up the 
battle cry. For God and country! �e 
imam is now the town crier.

But back to Mosul.  Five hundred 
thousand individuals �ed. Welcome to 
the latest humanitarian crisis.   When  
numbers are thrown about regarding a 
sudden diaspora uprooted due to the 
heat of battle it can be easy to 
experience emotional detachment.  But 
each number represents a heartbeat. 
�at person is important to me.  So I 
dawdled a bit over at the CIA World 

Factbook.  In Iraq, the demographic for 
age 0-14 is 36.7 percent of the 
population.  �e birth rate is 26.85 per 
thousand.  Plugging the numbers into 
the 0.5 million who �ed Mosul we now 
see heartbeat. Now, the faces of children 
emerge from the fog of war. Do the 
math. Consider the children on the run. 
Consider the mothers with babies that 
need to be carried along.  Imagine the 
food and water requirements.

�e insurgency is calling this latest push 
toward chaos:  Breaking Borders: 
Sykes-Picot.  �e rebel's mast is under 
the banner of “One front, one 
command.”

But in Najaf, an elderly senior statesman 
has had enough.  His Eminence the 
Grand Ayatollah al-Sayyed 'Ali 

al-Husyani al-Sistani has been 
threatened with assassination. �e 
con�guration of his security detail and 
layers of protection have been ramped 
up. I am aware of the changes  due to an 
inquiry made last month regarding his 
health. I was shocked to even consider 
the rami�cations for Iraqi citizens 
should this catastrophe transpire. �ere 
is no greater fury than religious fury.

�e problem which confronts the senior 
jurist is  broad in scope.  Shi'a who look 
to him for guidance are on the run.  One 
pivotal role of leadership is to provide 
direction during time of crisis.  Grand 
Ayatollah al-Sistani has given a call to 
arms. �e General speaks. Tribes will 
rise up. �ere will be blood.

Will the bloodshed be greater if the 
Grand Ayatollah is assassinated or will 
it be worse with this call to arms?  
When central governance is crumbling 
and a military is in retreat, is there is a 
legitimate place for the approach of the 
West toward what we consider a 
non-traditional chain of command? I 
believe so.  Many years ago I was told 
that one of the mistakes made by our 
command sta� entering Iraq was a total 
ignorance of the Grand Ayatollah's role 
in community life. Tradition holds that 
the Grand Ayatollah rarely raise their 
heads above the parapets in Najaf and 
Qom . But there is  also a tradition of 
using the rod of authority to issue a call 
to arms during times of population 
upheaval.  �e  power wielded cannot be 
discounted. �e Shi'a tribes are now on 
the move. An order has been given. All 
who give their allegiance are lining up 
by the thousands to spill their blood. It 
is no longer just about them. It is about 
chain of command.

Several weeks ago I viewed a 
propaganda video of 62 minutes in 
length. It included a scene with the 
beheading of a citizen. �e still images 
of the beheading were recently sent out 
as a Tweet and mainstream media 
picked up the story. �is is how the ISIS 
is operating in Iraq. Daily. �ere will be 
a response. Wretched judgment, raise 
thy hand.



he day I hit the keyboard with 
an intention to comment on the 
remonstration staged by 
Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) 

and Pakistan Awami Tehrik (PAT), 
Pakistan played cricket series deciding 
ODI and got comprehensively beaten by 
Sri Lanka. I doubt if anyone, even a 
fervent cricketer, followed the match. �e 
entire nation was held hostage to political 
stage show alongside the parliament 
telecast live in real time. We may be 
forgiven for missing out on the cricket 
match but can we defend ourselves on 
ignoring catastrophic issue of much 
greater national implications such as 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
bearing the inclement weather conditions 
under open sky besides lacking all the 
necessities they deserve as the citizens of 
Pakistan. Neither their region was struck 
by natural catastrophe nor did they leave 
their homes on their own free will. �ey 
were advised to leave or even forced out of 
their abode to stay away from the harm’s 
way during military operation, Zarb e 
Azab inNorth Waziristan Agency 
(NWA). �eir tragedy can only be 
fathomed by those who have visited the 
camps and seen their plight.�e nation 
responded well to meet that challenge and 

anation wide campaign to alleviate their 
su�erings and help them with at least the 
basic human necessities was initiated. But 
alas, all national and media attention 
shifted to the long march and subsequent 
sit-ins in Islamabad. �e military 
operation, taking care of the IDPs and any 
other fall out resulting from operation is 
left to the Pakistan Army to deal with.

No army can win any operation without 
the national support; still our valiant army 
is showing exemplary resilience and 
excellent professionalism in conducting 
armed operations and managing its fall 
out despite diversion of public and civilian 
government’s attention towards “dharna” 
(sit-in). Inordinate delay in employment 
of military option due to foot dragging of 
political forces helped signi�cant number 
of terrorists and their main leadership 
escape from their hide outs into the 
settled areas of Pakistan or into 
Afghanistan before the operations were 
actually launched. Imran Khan was at the 
fore front opposing the military option in 
NWA. As an obvious consequence much 
needed element of surprise was lost before 
reaching a political consensus about the 
inevitability of a military operation. 
Terrorists escaping an imminent military 
onslaught are now comfortably lodged in 

well established sleeper cells within the 
populated areas. �ey have directions to 
launch terror attacks independently at an 
opportune moment..

�e atmosphere at “dharna” stage is so 
charged that even a small administrative 
lapse by the government or a 
miscalculation on part of dharna 
participants would unleash an eruption of 
volcanic proportions having potential to 
cause hitherto unseen damage to national 
political fabric.Entire electronic and social 
networking media is completely focused 
on even unfolding Constitution Avenue 
in Islamabad. Events are changing so 
rapidly that the entire nation is totally 
confused about the outcome of ensuing 
political unrest. �ere have been political 
movements in Pakistan in the past but this 
one is fundamentally di�erent. In the past 
all political parties constituting opposition 
in elected parliament or those against 
unconstitutional rule of a military dictator 
were part of a collective movement against 
one party in power while this dharna is by 
one political party against the entire 
spectrum of political forces in Pakistan, 
albeit with support of an apolitical but 
highly organized pressure group.

Before going further to analyze future 

consequences of this dharna some strange 
coincidences during the buildup stage of 
ensuing so called political struggle merits 
a mention. Was it a coincidence that 
Imran refused to accept the election 
results without a plan aforethought? Was 
it a coincidence that both the leaders 
heading their respective dharna were in 
London at the same time not too distant a 
past? Was it a coincidence that both the 
marches started at the same time and 
staged sit-ins in close proximity? Is it a 
coincidence that common grounds have 
emerged between a political party well 
represented in parliament and a religious 
party having no political representation 
after prolongation of their dharna? Is it a 
coincidence that PTI leader met a very 
high ranking retired military o�cer 
abroad and then again in Pakistan just 
before the launch of long march? Is it a 
coincidence that an “umpire” was expected 
to raise his �nger to declare the political 
government “out” at an early stage into 
drama? �ere can be an unending list of 
such queries casting shadows of doubt on 
intentions of leadership of parties involved 
in dharna politics. But on the other hand, 
in order to shun disconcerted dharna 
participants, can we �nd any solid 
argument in favour of incumbent 
government; provincial or federal? Alas! 
No.

�anks to round the clock real time 
coverage punctuated by enlightening talk 
shows telecast between scholars, 
politicians, media persons and even 
common citizens.  Readers are now more 
than well versed with the arguments and 

counter arguments of dharna parties and 
the government. So, instead of repeating 
those analyses in this space, I will try to 
examine the impact or consequences of 
current political brawl on our society. We 
cannot boast about democracy or decent 
political discourse after sad demise of 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of 
now beleaguered cut to half Pakistan. Can 
we absolve ourselves on traumatic clipping 
of our eastern wing? Can we blame any 
external intervention for bringing us to 
the barely surviving present state? 
Economic excellence of succeeding 
governments, military or civilian, has 
crafted with patriotic pains a situation 
where each citizen is born with heavy 
foreign as well as domestic debt and dies 
with even a heavier burden.Today more 
than half of our population lives below the 
poverty line and an appalling proportion 
of these unfortunate so called human 
beings cannot be sure of getting two time 
meals. A signi�cant number of Pakistanis 
are shelter less, jobless and may be 
luckless; an ideal landscape for political 
unrest or even a revolution. �is is what 
we can callgood governance and 
acceptable progress? Abhorring law and 
order situation, petty street crimes, family 
suicides, organized crimes and certain acts 
of terrorism can easily be traced back to 
dismal governances and poor economic 
performance of elected or imposed 
leadership. �e only two recent past 
positives we can seek solace in are free and 
vibrant media and independent higher 
judiciary. We may also consider transition 
of government from one politically elected 
set up to the other after completing full 

term in o�ce, a major mile stone in 
progressing democracy and political 
maturity. �is milestone was made 
possible by the so well talked about 
Charter of Democracy which was 
respected by the opposition and 
government. Present political turmoil 
created by dharna has witnessed all the 
political parties coming together against 
unconstitutional demands of radical 
political party PTI and apolitical PAT.

�e PTI leadership shows no faith in apex 
judiciary of Pakistan under the present 
Prime Minister thus creating a political 
impasse which nearly brought a big 
disaster on the eve of their march towards 
the Prime Minister’s house. If the 
government had not shown restraint, the 
catastrophic consequences would have 
scuttled present political dispensation. As 
discussed earlier, the government cannot 
boast about satisfactory performance in 
the past sixteen months but the cricketer 
turned politician Imran Khan has taken 
the political game into another 
dimension; may be a hybrid of cricket 
match and street smart politics. Entire 
drama being staged appears to be 
following a well written script which 
failed the intended impact due to 
miscalculation of the author/s. �e 
sentiment he has managed to create 
among his followers is less than polite 
which is visible not only on the streets of 
Pakistan and dharna scene but also on 
social media where extremely abusive 
language is being employed to discredit or 
disgrace those who are in opposing camps. 
My only fear is that this attitude may 
become favoured instrument in future 
political struggle. Such paradigm shift in 
real politicking does not augur well for our 
future political dispensation. Any party 
not in harmony with the government 
policy would resort to disruptive street 
politics to force the incumbent 
government out of o�ce by threatening to 
create a situation of civil disobedience. �e 
irony in such a situation would be that 
innocent lives of political workers would 
be sacri�ced for the agenda of such 
nonconforming leadership. Sanity has to 
prevail and politically elected leadership 
must be given a chance to implement their 
manifesto, failing which they will be voted 
out like the Peoples Party government. 
Politics is the game of �nding solutions in 
seemingly impossible situations. �e 
change must come through ballot, not 
bullet. 

Coping with

f you want your country to have a 
great economy, it has got to produce 
wealth. And one of the primary ways 
to produce wealth is to manufacture 
di�erent products. But we decided to 

start shipping in cheaper products from 
overseas. At �rst it didn't create too much 
of a problem for our massive economy, 
but eventually the �oodgates opened up 
and we lost tens of thousands of 
manufacturing facilities and millions 
upon millions of good paying jobs. Our 
labour pool was merged with the labour 
pool of countries such as China where it 
is legal to pay cheap labour wages to 
manufacturing workers. Needless to say, 
our manufacturers could not compete 
with that and our middle class started to 
shrink rapidly

By using changes in Chinese imports by 
other low income countries we can 
analyze the e�ect of rising Chinese 
import competition between 1990 and 
2014 on Pakistan local labour markets by 
exploiting cross- market variation in 
import exposure stemming from initial 
di�erences in industry specialization and 
instrumenting for Pakistan imports. 
Rising imports cause higher 
unemployment, lower labour force 
participation, and reduced wages in local 
labour markets that house 
import-competing manufacturing 
industries. Over the recent years, in our 
main speci�cation, import competition 
explains three quarter of the 
contemporaneous aggregate decline in 
Pakistan manufacturing employment. 
Consequently, while we try to negotiate 
with this issue, unemployment and price 

variation in markets also rise sharply in 
more trade-exposed labour markets.

Chinese industry is gaining access to 
long banned foreign technologies, capital 
goods, and intermediate inputs and 
multinational enterprises and is being 
permitted to operate in Pakistan. Credit 
to China, the positive e�ect of internal 
reforms on China’s trade has given them 
accession to the WTO, which gives it 
most-favoured nation status among the 
153 WTO members. While most 
observed trade �ows into Pakistan are the 
result of both supply and demand factors, 
the growth of Chinese exports is largely 
the result of reform-induced changes 
within China.

Economic  analysis �nds that exposure to 
Chinese import competition a�ects local 
labour markets not just through 
manufacturing employment, which 
unsurprisingly is adversely a�ected, but 
also along numerous other margins. 
Import shocks trigger a decline in wages 
that is primarily observed outside of the 
manufacturing sector. Reductions in both 
employment and wage levels lead to a 
steep drop in the average earnings of 
households. 

Rising imports of Chinese goods have 
had signi�cant negative e�ects on 
Pakistan labor markets exposed to 
increased import competition. �ese 
include decreased employment and 
household incomes. �e growing 
relationship between Pakistan and China 
is contributing to changes in the 
structure of the Pakistan economy but 

this has implications for the growth and 
composition of manufacturing output 
and employment. �ese e�ects are 
complex and di�erentiated. Chinese 
competition has had a signi�cant impact 
on Pakistan manufacturing in the period 
since China joined the WTO. Over the 
past decade, the bulk of the increase in 
import penetration of the Pakistan 
market can be attributed to Chinese 
imports. It is now the largest source of 
imports to Pakistan both in aggregate 
and in 17 out of 34 manufacturing 
industries. Its share of the domestic 
market has increased steadily over the 
period from less than ½% in 1995 to 
around 9% in 2014. �e uneven nature of 
import penetration means that some 
industries face very signi�cant 
competition from China. Although 
increased imports from China have 
partly replaced imports from other 
countries, it appears that most of the 
increase in Chinese penetration of the 
market has been at the expense of local 
production.

Pakistan has lost market share to China 
in its major export markets. �is suggests 
that the overall impact of Chinese 
competition on manufacturing 
employment in Pakistan has been 
negative. First there was the loss of jobs 
associated with the displacement of local 
production by imported goods and the 
fact that labour intensive industries were 
particularly badly a�ected by Chinese 
imports meant that the negative impact 
on employment was more than 
proportional to the output displacement.
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Over the past decade, the bulk of increase in import penetration of the 
Pakistan market can be a�ributed to Chinese imports. It is now the 

largest source of imports to Pakistan both in aggregate and in 17 out 
of 34 manufacturing industries. Its share of the domestic market has 

increased steadily over the period from less than ½% in 1995 to 
around 9% in 2014.
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�e econometric analysis also showed 
that, even controlling for changes in 
output, increases in Chinese import 
penetration tended to reduce 
employment at the industry level. A 
number of di�erent factors could explain 
this. First the exit of the least productive 
�rms would tend to increase the overall 
level of productivity in the industry. 
Second surviving �rms may respond to 
increased competition through defensive 
innovation which raises productivity 
and/or moving out of the most 
labour‐intensive segments of an industry. 
In the absence of �rm level data and 
more disaggregated industrial sectors, it 
is impossible to say which of these e�ects 
have a�ected employment in Pakistan, 
but all three may have played a part.

Chinese imports also re�ect shifts in 
aggregate demand within Pakistan. 
Hence they are an outcome of 
consumption, production and investment 
decisions elsewhere in the economy. We 
need therefore to be wary of assuming 
changes in Chinese import values as a 
consequence of exogenous e�ects, rather 
than endogenous outcomes of domestic 
in�uences.  Similarly, we have not fully 
addressed the possible positive e�ects on 
domestic production of cheaper access to 
capital and intermediate inputs which 
now dominate imports from China. 
Increases in output arising from cheaper 
intermediate inputs and capital would be 
expected to increase employment, but 
these gains may be o�set by the 
substitution of cheaper capital for labour 

or the outsourcing of intermediate input 
production within each �rm. �ese 
relationships though would require 
further investigation.

�irdly, we have only addressed the 
impact of Chinese competition on the 
manufacturing sector and manufacturing 
employment and have not attempted to 
draw conclusions at the macro level 
which would involve considering the 
impacts on the primary and tertiary 
sectors as well. As far as services are 
concerned, imports of low priced 
electronic items from China, for example, 
stimulated demand and employment 
within the retail sector. �e losses in 
employment within electronic market 
were therefore partly o�set by increased 
employment in the retail sector. �is 
focus on manufacturing is justi�ed by the 
key role that is seen by policy makers in 
Pakistan for the industrial sector in 
bringing about a more dynamic economy 
in Pakistan, and the need to achieve more 
rapid economic growth in order to tackle 
the country’s serious employment 
problem.

Another interesting issue with measuring 
trade exposure is that imports from 
China include both �nal goods 
purchased by Pakistan consumers and 
intermediate inputs purchased by 
Pakistan �rms. If trade with China 
increases the variety of inputs to which 
Pakistan producers have access, it may 
raise their productivity, increasing their 
demand for labour and partially 
o�setting the impact of import 

competition in �nal goods. China is 
often the �nal link in the supply chain 
owing to its comparative advantage in 
labour-intensive assembly, which tends 
to be the last stage of production, 
meaning that goods leaving China tend 
to be on their way to consumers. China’s 
place in global production suggests that 
although we do not explicitly account for 
supply chains, our approach still captures 
how imports from China a�ect the 
demand for Pakistan goods.

�e big impact on us is that China's 
economy is maturing. "A powerful China 
has been coming, and we have two 
choices. Either we're at the table, or we're 
on the menu,” China is not the enemy. 
Good news from China is good news for 
Pakistan. Bad news from the Chinese 
economy is bad news here. �e rise of 
China presents a dramatic opportunity 
for Pakistan, especially if it can shift to an 
export-driven economy. Over the next 
decade, the world is going to have 
billions more people entering the middle 
class and the smart companies are already 
starting to cater to that market.

he combined forces of the 
ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq 
and al-Sham) swept through 
Mosul with lightning speed.  

�is speed was accelerated by the �ight 
of leadership. As the story unfolded I 
took a few minutes to tap into a jihad 
portal to view images on the ground.  
�e citizens of Mosul noted 
government personnel �eeing the city in 
a convoy of vehicles.  Military uniforms 
were lying in the dirt at the military 
bases in both Mosul and Tikrit. I guess 
soldiers �ed in their underwear.  
Samarra was under attack. Within mere 
hours, the ISIS had secured a perimeter 
around six neighborhoods. �ey had 
their eye on a prize:  the Askari shrine.  
Kirkuk, a continual powder keg of 
sectarian political ri�-ra� also 
experienced the upheaval of urban 
warfare.

�e blitzkrieg worked. It was a 

spectacular display which unfolded 
minute-by-minute, hour-by-hour. 
Herein lies the truth.  When an ordinary 
soldier su�ers an incontinence episode 
in the heat of battle, that is �ne. Men 
can wet their britches and still be heroes. 
Soiled pants, sweat and cursing may 
prevail. But real soldiers do not abandon 
their weapons and run. And when 
command sta� have an incontinence 
episode and abandon their posts, all is 
lost. �at loss in Mosul included the 
release of several hundred men from 
prison.  Include them in the swelling 
ranks of the ISIS.

One thousand three hundred men 
accomplished a lightning fast strike 
against Mosul. Five hundred thousand 
citizens took �ight. Citizens fall in line 
with the posture of their government. If 
I see soldiers on my lawn directing a line 
of �re at the enemy, team Swo�ord will 
provide the �ank. �is is Texas. We are 

as well-armed as the average Somali 
warlord. But if I see soldiers shedding 
their uniforms on my lawn, it is time for 
the Swo�ord family to drive, bike, 
skateboard or �ee on foot. Good 
leadership inspires courage. Leaders 
who �ee their constituents inspire a 
di�erent type of reaction. It is called 
wild panic.

Iraq's central governance is crumbling. 
When this dynamic occurs in the 
Middle East, governance reverts to the 
understood norm. Local mosques 
function as both  command central and 
recruitment depot.  One citizen reporter 
on the ground reported that the mosque 
network was being used to appeal to 
“citizen rebels”.  �ink of Iran as the 
modern prototype for a central and local 
command link. �e use of mosques to 
facilitate the organization, and if 
needed, operational staging of the Basij 
moves with a workable plan. �is is done 

under the command of a central 
governing organ. But in con�ict zones 
where central oversight disappears 
political decisions and military 
operations return to a strong 
dependence on the writ of the 
scholar-in-residence to send up the 
battle cry. For God and country! �e 
imam is now the town crier.

But back to Mosul.  Five hundred 
thousand individuals �ed. Welcome to 
the latest humanitarian crisis.   When  
numbers are thrown about regarding a 
sudden diaspora uprooted due to the 
heat of battle it can be easy to 
experience emotional detachment.  But 
each number represents a heartbeat. 
�at person is important to me.  So I 
dawdled a bit over at the CIA World 

Factbook.  In Iraq, the demographic for 
age 0-14 is 36.7 percent of the 
population.  �e birth rate is 26.85 per 
thousand.  Plugging the numbers into 
the 0.5 million who �ed Mosul we now 
see heartbeat. Now, the faces of children 
emerge from the fog of war. Do the 
math. Consider the children on the run. 
Consider the mothers with babies that 
need to be carried along.  Imagine the 
food and water requirements.

�e insurgency is calling this latest push 
toward chaos:  Breaking Borders: 
Sykes-Picot.  �e rebel's mast is under 
the banner of “One front, one 
command.”

But in Najaf, an elderly senior statesman 
has had enough.  His Eminence the 
Grand Ayatollah al-Sayyed 'Ali 

al-Husyani al-Sistani has been 
threatened with assassination. �e 
con�guration of his security detail and 
layers of protection have been ramped 
up. I am aware of the changes  due to an 
inquiry made last month regarding his 
health. I was shocked to even consider 
the rami�cations for Iraqi citizens 
should this catastrophe transpire. �ere 
is no greater fury than religious fury.

�e problem which confronts the senior 
jurist is  broad in scope.  Shi'a who look 
to him for guidance are on the run.  One 
pivotal role of leadership is to provide 
direction during time of crisis.  Grand 
Ayatollah al-Sistani has given a call to 
arms. �e General speaks. Tribes will 
rise up. �ere will be blood.

Will the bloodshed be greater if the 
Grand Ayatollah is assassinated or will 
it be worse with this call to arms?  
When central governance is crumbling 
and a military is in retreat, is there is a 
legitimate place for the approach of the 
West toward what we consider a 
non-traditional chain of command? I 
believe so.  Many years ago I was told 
that one of the mistakes made by our 
command sta� entering Iraq was a total 
ignorance of the Grand Ayatollah's role 
in community life. Tradition holds that 
the Grand Ayatollah rarely raise their 
heads above the parapets in Najaf and 
Qom . But there is  also a tradition of 
using the rod of authority to issue a call 
to arms during times of population 
upheaval.  �e  power wielded cannot be 
discounted. �e Shi'a tribes are now on 
the move. An order has been given. All 
who give their allegiance are lining up 
by the thousands to spill their blood. It 
is no longer just about them. It is about 
chain of command.

Several weeks ago I viewed a 
propaganda video of 62 minutes in 
length. It included a scene with the 
beheading of a citizen. �e still images 
of the beheading were recently sent out 
as a Tweet and mainstream media 
picked up the story. �is is how the ISIS 
is operating in Iraq. Daily. �ere will be 
a response. Wretched judgment, raise 
thy hand.



he day I hit the keyboard with 
an intention to comment on the 
remonstration staged by 
Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) 

and Pakistan Awami Tehrik (PAT), 
Pakistan played cricket series deciding 
ODI and got comprehensively beaten by 
Sri Lanka. I doubt if anyone, even a 
fervent cricketer, followed the match. �e 
entire nation was held hostage to political 
stage show alongside the parliament 
telecast live in real time. We may be 
forgiven for missing out on the cricket 
match but can we defend ourselves on 
ignoring catastrophic issue of much 
greater national implications such as 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
bearing the inclement weather conditions 
under open sky besides lacking all the 
necessities they deserve as the citizens of 
Pakistan. Neither their region was struck 
by natural catastrophe nor did they leave 
their homes on their own free will. �ey 
were advised to leave or even forced out of 
their abode to stay away from the harm’s 
way during military operation, Zarb e 
Azab inNorth Waziristan Agency 
(NWA). �eir tragedy can only be 
fathomed by those who have visited the 
camps and seen their plight.�e nation 
responded well to meet that challenge and 

anation wide campaign to alleviate their 
su�erings and help them with at least the 
basic human necessities was initiated. But 
alas, all national and media attention 
shifted to the long march and subsequent 
sit-ins in Islamabad. �e military 
operation, taking care of the IDPs and any 
other fall out resulting from operation is 
left to the Pakistan Army to deal with.

No army can win any operation without 
the national support; still our valiant army 
is showing exemplary resilience and 
excellent professionalism in conducting 
armed operations and managing its fall 
out despite diversion of public and civilian 
government’s attention towards “dharna” 
(sit-in). Inordinate delay in employment 
of military option due to foot dragging of 
political forces helped signi�cant number 
of terrorists and their main leadership 
escape from their hide outs into the 
settled areas of Pakistan or into 
Afghanistan before the operations were 
actually launched. Imran Khan was at the 
fore front opposing the military option in 
NWA. As an obvious consequence much 
needed element of surprise was lost before 
reaching a political consensus about the 
inevitability of a military operation. 
Terrorists escaping an imminent military 
onslaught are now comfortably lodged in 

well established sleeper cells within the 
populated areas. �ey have directions to 
launch terror attacks independently at an 
opportune moment..

�e atmosphere at “dharna” stage is so 
charged that even a small administrative 
lapse by the government or a 
miscalculation on part of dharna 
participants would unleash an eruption of 
volcanic proportions having potential to 
cause hitherto unseen damage to national 
political fabric.Entire electronic and social 
networking media is completely focused 
on even unfolding Constitution Avenue 
in Islamabad. Events are changing so 
rapidly that the entire nation is totally 
confused about the outcome of ensuing 
political unrest. �ere have been political 
movements in Pakistan in the past but this 
one is fundamentally di�erent. In the past 
all political parties constituting opposition 
in elected parliament or those against 
unconstitutional rule of a military dictator 
were part of a collective movement against 
one party in power while this dharna is by 
one political party against the entire 
spectrum of political forces in Pakistan, 
albeit with support of an apolitical but 
highly organized pressure group.

Before going further to analyze future 

consequences of this dharna some strange 
coincidences during the buildup stage of 
ensuing so called political struggle merits 
a mention. Was it a coincidence that 
Imran refused to accept the election 
results without a plan aforethought? Was 
it a coincidence that both the leaders 
heading their respective dharna were in 
London at the same time not too distant a 
past? Was it a coincidence that both the 
marches started at the same time and 
staged sit-ins in close proximity? Is it a 
coincidence that common grounds have 
emerged between a political party well 
represented in parliament and a religious 
party having no political representation 
after prolongation of their dharna? Is it a 
coincidence that PTI leader met a very 
high ranking retired military o�cer 
abroad and then again in Pakistan just 
before the launch of long march? Is it a 
coincidence that an “umpire” was expected 
to raise his �nger to declare the political 
government “out” at an early stage into 
drama? �ere can be an unending list of 
such queries casting shadows of doubt on 
intentions of leadership of parties involved 
in dharna politics. But on the other hand, 
in order to shun disconcerted dharna 
participants, can we �nd any solid 
argument in favour of incumbent 
government; provincial or federal? Alas! 
No.

�anks to round the clock real time 
coverage punctuated by enlightening talk 
shows telecast between scholars, 
politicians, media persons and even 
common citizens.  Readers are now more 
than well versed with the arguments and 

counter arguments of dharna parties and 
the government. So, instead of repeating 
those analyses in this space, I will try to 
examine the impact or consequences of 
current political brawl on our society. We 
cannot boast about democracy or decent 
political discourse after sad demise of 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of 
now beleaguered cut to half Pakistan. Can 
we absolve ourselves on traumatic clipping 
of our eastern wing? Can we blame any 
external intervention for bringing us to 
the barely surviving present state? 
Economic excellence of succeeding 
governments, military or civilian, has 
crafted with patriotic pains a situation 
where each citizen is born with heavy 
foreign as well as domestic debt and dies 
with even a heavier burden.Today more 
than half of our population lives below the 
poverty line and an appalling proportion 
of these unfortunate so called human 
beings cannot be sure of getting two time 
meals. A signi�cant number of Pakistanis 
are shelter less, jobless and may be 
luckless; an ideal landscape for political 
unrest or even a revolution. �is is what 
we can callgood governance and 
acceptable progress? Abhorring law and 
order situation, petty street crimes, family 
suicides, organized crimes and certain acts 
of terrorism can easily be traced back to 
dismal governances and poor economic 
performance of elected or imposed 
leadership. �e only two recent past 
positives we can seek solace in are free and 
vibrant media and independent higher 
judiciary. We may also consider transition 
of government from one politically elected 
set up to the other after completing full 

term in o�ce, a major mile stone in 
progressing democracy and political 
maturity. �is milestone was made 
possible by the so well talked about 
Charter of Democracy which was 
respected by the opposition and 
government. Present political turmoil 
created by dharna has witnessed all the 
political parties coming together against 
unconstitutional demands of radical 
political party PTI and apolitical PAT.

�e PTI leadership shows no faith in apex 
judiciary of Pakistan under the present 
Prime Minister thus creating a political 
impasse which nearly brought a big 
disaster on the eve of their march towards 
the Prime Minister’s house. If the 
government had not shown restraint, the 
catastrophic consequences would have 
scuttled present political dispensation. As 
discussed earlier, the government cannot 
boast about satisfactory performance in 
the past sixteen months but the cricketer 
turned politician Imran Khan has taken 
the political game into another 
dimension; may be a hybrid of cricket 
match and street smart politics. Entire 
drama being staged appears to be 
following a well written script which 
failed the intended impact due to 
miscalculation of the author/s. �e 
sentiment he has managed to create 
among his followers is less than polite 
which is visible not only on the streets of 
Pakistan and dharna scene but also on 
social media where extremely abusive 
language is being employed to discredit or 
disgrace those who are in opposing camps. 
My only fear is that this attitude may 
become favoured instrument in future 
political struggle. Such paradigm shift in 
real politicking does not augur well for our 
future political dispensation. Any party 
not in harmony with the government 
policy would resort to disruptive street 
politics to force the incumbent 
government out of o�ce by threatening to 
create a situation of civil disobedience. �e 
irony in such a situation would be that 
innocent lives of political workers would 
be sacri�ced for the agenda of such 
nonconforming leadership. Sanity has to 
prevail and politically elected leadership 
must be given a chance to implement their 
manifesto, failing which they will be voted 
out like the Peoples Party government. 
Politics is the game of �nding solutions in 
seemingly impossible situations. �e 
change must come through ballot, not 
bullet. 

f you want your country to have a 
great economy, it has got to produce 
wealth. And one of the primary ways 
to produce wealth is to manufacture 
di�erent products. But we decided to 

start shipping in cheaper products from 
overseas. At �rst it didn't create too much 
of a problem for our massive economy, 
but eventually the �oodgates opened up 
and we lost tens of thousands of 
manufacturing facilities and millions 
upon millions of good paying jobs. Our 
labour pool was merged with the labour 
pool of countries such as China where it 
is legal to pay cheap labour wages to 
manufacturing workers. Needless to say, 
our manufacturers could not compete 
with that and our middle class started to 
shrink rapidly

By using changes in Chinese imports by 
other low income countries we can 
analyze the e�ect of rising Chinese 
import competition between 1990 and 
2014 on Pakistan local labour markets by 
exploiting cross- market variation in 
import exposure stemming from initial 
di�erences in industry specialization and 
instrumenting for Pakistan imports. 
Rising imports cause higher 
unemployment, lower labour force 
participation, and reduced wages in local 
labour markets that house 
import-competing manufacturing 
industries. Over the recent years, in our 
main speci�cation, import competition 
explains three quarter of the 
contemporaneous aggregate decline in 
Pakistan manufacturing employment. 
Consequently, while we try to negotiate 
with this issue, unemployment and price 

variation in markets also rise sharply in 
more trade-exposed labour markets.

Chinese industry is gaining access to 
long banned foreign technologies, capital 
goods, and intermediate inputs and 
multinational enterprises and is being 
permitted to operate in Pakistan. Credit 
to China, the positive e�ect of internal 
reforms on China’s trade has given them 
accession to the WTO, which gives it 
most-favoured nation status among the 
153 WTO members. While most 
observed trade �ows into Pakistan are the 
result of both supply and demand factors, 
the growth of Chinese exports is largely 
the result of reform-induced changes 
within China.

Economic  analysis �nds that exposure to 
Chinese import competition a�ects local 
labour markets not just through 
manufacturing employment, which 
unsurprisingly is adversely a�ected, but 
also along numerous other margins. 
Import shocks trigger a decline in wages 
that is primarily observed outside of the 
manufacturing sector. Reductions in both 
employment and wage levels lead to a 
steep drop in the average earnings of 
households. 

Rising imports of Chinese goods have 
had signi�cant negative e�ects on 
Pakistan labor markets exposed to 
increased import competition. �ese 
include decreased employment and 
household incomes. �e growing 
relationship between Pakistan and China 
is contributing to changes in the 
structure of the Pakistan economy but 

this has implications for the growth and 
composition of manufacturing output 
and employment. �ese e�ects are 
complex and di�erentiated. Chinese 
competition has had a signi�cant impact 
on Pakistan manufacturing in the period 
since China joined the WTO. Over the 
past decade, the bulk of the increase in 
import penetration of the Pakistan 
market can be attributed to Chinese 
imports. It is now the largest source of 
imports to Pakistan both in aggregate 
and in 17 out of 34 manufacturing 
industries. Its share of the domestic 
market has increased steadily over the 
period from less than ½% in 1995 to 
around 9% in 2014. �e uneven nature of 
import penetration means that some 
industries face very signi�cant 
competition from China. Although 
increased imports from China have 
partly replaced imports from other 
countries, it appears that most of the 
increase in Chinese penetration of the 
market has been at the expense of local 
production.

Pakistan has lost market share to China 
in its major export markets. �is suggests 
that the overall impact of Chinese 
competition on manufacturing 
employment in Pakistan has been 
negative. First there was the loss of jobs 
associated with the displacement of local 
production by imported goods and the 
fact that labour intensive industries were 
particularly badly a�ected by Chinese 
imports meant that the negative impact 
on employment was more than 
proportional to the output displacement.

�e econometric analysis also showed 
that, even controlling for changes in 
output, increases in Chinese import 
penetration tended to reduce 
employment at the industry level. A 
number of di�erent factors could explain 
this. First the exit of the least productive 
�rms would tend to increase the overall 
level of productivity in the industry. 
Second surviving �rms may respond to 
increased competition through defensive 
innovation which raises productivity 
and/or moving out of the most 
labour‐intensive segments of an industry. 
In the absence of �rm level data and 
more disaggregated industrial sectors, it 
is impossible to say which of these e�ects 
have a�ected employment in Pakistan, 
but all three may have played a part.

Chinese imports also re�ect shifts in 
aggregate demand within Pakistan. 
Hence they are an outcome of 
consumption, production and investment 
decisions elsewhere in the economy. We 
need therefore to be wary of assuming 
changes in Chinese import values as a 
consequence of exogenous e�ects, rather 
than endogenous outcomes of domestic 
in�uences.  Similarly, we have not fully 
addressed the possible positive e�ects on 
domestic production of cheaper access to 
capital and intermediate inputs which 
now dominate imports from China. 
Increases in output arising from cheaper 
intermediate inputs and capital would be 
expected to increase employment, but 
these gains may be o�set by the 
substitution of cheaper capital for labour 

or the outsourcing of intermediate input 
production within each �rm. �ese 
relationships though would require 
further investigation.

�irdly, we have only addressed the 
impact of Chinese competition on the 
manufacturing sector and manufacturing 
employment and have not attempted to 
draw conclusions at the macro level 
which would involve considering the 
impacts on the primary and tertiary 
sectors as well. As far as services are 
concerned, imports of low priced 
electronic items from China, for example, 
stimulated demand and employment 
within the retail sector. �e losses in 
employment within electronic market 
were therefore partly o�set by increased 
employment in the retail sector. �is 
focus on manufacturing is justi�ed by the 
key role that is seen by policy makers in 
Pakistan for the industrial sector in 
bringing about a more dynamic economy 
in Pakistan, and the need to achieve more 
rapid economic growth in order to tackle 
the country’s serious employment 
problem.

Another interesting issue with measuring 
trade exposure is that imports from 
China include both �nal goods 
purchased by Pakistan consumers and 
intermediate inputs purchased by 
Pakistan �rms. If trade with China 
increases the variety of inputs to which 
Pakistan producers have access, it may 
raise their productivity, increasing their 
demand for labour and partially 
o�setting the impact of import 

competition in �nal goods. China is 
often the �nal link in the supply chain 
owing to its comparative advantage in 
labour-intensive assembly, which tends 
to be the last stage of production, 
meaning that goods leaving China tend 
to be on their way to consumers. China’s 
place in global production suggests that 
although we do not explicitly account for 
supply chains, our approach still captures 
how imports from China a�ect the 
demand for Pakistan goods.

�e big impact on us is that China's 
economy is maturing. "A powerful China 
has been coming, and we have two 
choices. Either we're at the table, or we're 
on the menu,” China is not the enemy. 
Good news from China is good news for 
Pakistan. Bad news from the Chinese 
economy is bad news here. �e rise of 
China presents a dramatic opportunity 
for Pakistan, especially if it can shift to an 
export-driven economy. Over the next 
decade, the world is going to have 
billions more people entering the middle 
class and the smart companies are already 
starting to cater to that market.
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he combined forces of the 
ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq 
and al-Sham) swept through 
Mosul with lightning speed.  

�is speed was accelerated by the �ight 
of leadership. As the story unfolded I 
took a few minutes to tap into a jihad 
portal to view images on the ground.  
�e citizens of Mosul noted 
government personnel �eeing the city in 
a convoy of vehicles.  Military uniforms 
were lying in the dirt at the military 
bases in both Mosul and Tikrit. I guess 
soldiers �ed in their underwear.  
Samarra was under attack. Within mere 
hours, the ISIS had secured a perimeter 
around six neighborhoods. �ey had 
their eye on a prize:  the Askari shrine.  
Kirkuk, a continual powder keg of 
sectarian political ri�-ra� also 
experienced the upheaval of urban 
warfare.

�e blitzkrieg worked. It was a 

spectacular display which unfolded 
minute-by-minute, hour-by-hour. 
Herein lies the truth.  When an ordinary 
soldier su�ers an incontinence episode 
in the heat of battle, that is �ne. Men 
can wet their britches and still be heroes. 
Soiled pants, sweat and cursing may 
prevail. But real soldiers do not abandon 
their weapons and run. And when 
command sta� have an incontinence 
episode and abandon their posts, all is 
lost. �at loss in Mosul included the 
release of several hundred men from 
prison.  Include them in the swelling 
ranks of the ISIS.

One thousand three hundred men 
accomplished a lightning fast strike 
against Mosul. Five hundred thousand 
citizens took �ight. Citizens fall in line 
with the posture of their government. If 
I see soldiers on my lawn directing a line 
of �re at the enemy, team Swo�ord will 
provide the �ank. �is is Texas. We are 

as well-armed as the average Somali 
warlord. But if I see soldiers shedding 
their uniforms on my lawn, it is time for 
the Swo�ord family to drive, bike, 
skateboard or �ee on foot. Good 
leadership inspires courage. Leaders 
who �ee their constituents inspire a 
di�erent type of reaction. It is called 
wild panic.

Iraq's central governance is crumbling. 
When this dynamic occurs in the 
Middle East, governance reverts to the 
understood norm. Local mosques 
function as both  command central and 
recruitment depot.  One citizen reporter 
on the ground reported that the mosque 
network was being used to appeal to 
“citizen rebels”.  �ink of Iran as the 
modern prototype for a central and local 
command link. �e use of mosques to 
facilitate the organization, and if 
needed, operational staging of the Basij 
moves with a workable plan. �is is done 

under the command of a central 
governing organ. But in con�ict zones 
where central oversight disappears 
political decisions and military 
operations return to a strong 
dependence on the writ of the 
scholar-in-residence to send up the 
battle cry. For God and country! �e 
imam is now the town crier.

But back to Mosul.  Five hundred 
thousand individuals �ed. Welcome to 
the latest humanitarian crisis.   When  
numbers are thrown about regarding a 
sudden diaspora uprooted due to the 
heat of battle it can be easy to 
experience emotional detachment.  But 
each number represents a heartbeat. 
�at person is important to me.  So I 
dawdled a bit over at the CIA World 

Factbook.  In Iraq, the demographic for 
age 0-14 is 36.7 percent of the 
population.  �e birth rate is 26.85 per 
thousand.  Plugging the numbers into 
the 0.5 million who �ed Mosul we now 
see heartbeat. Now, the faces of children 
emerge from the fog of war. Do the 
math. Consider the children on the run. 
Consider the mothers with babies that 
need to be carried along.  Imagine the 
food and water requirements.

�e insurgency is calling this latest push 
toward chaos:  Breaking Borders: 
Sykes-Picot.  �e rebel's mast is under 
the banner of “One front, one 
command.”

But in Najaf, an elderly senior statesman 
has had enough.  His Eminence the 
Grand Ayatollah al-Sayyed 'Ali 

al-Husyani al-Sistani has been 
threatened with assassination. �e 
con�guration of his security detail and 
layers of protection have been ramped 
up. I am aware of the changes  due to an 
inquiry made last month regarding his 
health. I was shocked to even consider 
the rami�cations for Iraqi citizens 
should this catastrophe transpire. �ere 
is no greater fury than religious fury.

�e problem which confronts the senior 
jurist is  broad in scope.  Shi'a who look 
to him for guidance are on the run.  One 
pivotal role of leadership is to provide 
direction during time of crisis.  Grand 
Ayatollah al-Sistani has given a call to 
arms. �e General speaks. Tribes will 
rise up. �ere will be blood.

Will the bloodshed be greater if the 
Grand Ayatollah is assassinated or will 
it be worse with this call to arms?  
When central governance is crumbling 
and a military is in retreat, is there is a 
legitimate place for the approach of the 
West toward what we consider a 
non-traditional chain of command? I 
believe so.  Many years ago I was told 
that one of the mistakes made by our 
command sta� entering Iraq was a total 
ignorance of the Grand Ayatollah's role 
in community life. Tradition holds that 
the Grand Ayatollah rarely raise their 
heads above the parapets in Najaf and 
Qom . But there is  also a tradition of 
using the rod of authority to issue a call 
to arms during times of population 
upheaval.  �e  power wielded cannot be 
discounted. �e Shi'a tribes are now on 
the move. An order has been given. All 
who give their allegiance are lining up 
by the thousands to spill their blood. It 
is no longer just about them. It is about 
chain of command.

Several weeks ago I viewed a 
propaganda video of 62 minutes in 
length. It included a scene with the 
beheading of a citizen. �e still images 
of the beheading were recently sent out 
as a Tweet and mainstream media 
picked up the story. �is is how the ISIS 
is operating in Iraq. Daily. �ere will be 
a response. Wretched judgment, raise 
thy hand.



he day I hit the keyboard with 
an intention to comment on the 
remonstration staged by 
Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) 

and Pakistan Awami Tehrik (PAT), 
Pakistan played cricket series deciding 
ODI and got comprehensively beaten by 
Sri Lanka. I doubt if anyone, even a 
fervent cricketer, followed the match. �e 
entire nation was held hostage to political 
stage show alongside the parliament 
telecast live in real time. We may be 
forgiven for missing out on the cricket 
match but can we defend ourselves on 
ignoring catastrophic issue of much 
greater national implications such as 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
bearing the inclement weather conditions 
under open sky besides lacking all the 
necessities they deserve as the citizens of 
Pakistan. Neither their region was struck 
by natural catastrophe nor did they leave 
their homes on their own free will. �ey 
were advised to leave or even forced out of 
their abode to stay away from the harm’s 
way during military operation, Zarb e 
Azab inNorth Waziristan Agency 
(NWA). �eir tragedy can only be 
fathomed by those who have visited the 
camps and seen their plight.�e nation 
responded well to meet that challenge and 

anation wide campaign to alleviate their 
su�erings and help them with at least the 
basic human necessities was initiated. But 
alas, all national and media attention 
shifted to the long march and subsequent 
sit-ins in Islamabad. �e military 
operation, taking care of the IDPs and any 
other fall out resulting from operation is 
left to the Pakistan Army to deal with.

No army can win any operation without 
the national support; still our valiant army 
is showing exemplary resilience and 
excellent professionalism in conducting 
armed operations and managing its fall 
out despite diversion of public and civilian 
government’s attention towards “dharna” 
(sit-in). Inordinate delay in employment 
of military option due to foot dragging of 
political forces helped signi�cant number 
of terrorists and their main leadership 
escape from their hide outs into the 
settled areas of Pakistan or into 
Afghanistan before the operations were 
actually launched. Imran Khan was at the 
fore front opposing the military option in 
NWA. As an obvious consequence much 
needed element of surprise was lost before 
reaching a political consensus about the 
inevitability of a military operation. 
Terrorists escaping an imminent military 
onslaught are now comfortably lodged in 

well established sleeper cells within the 
populated areas. �ey have directions to 
launch terror attacks independently at an 
opportune moment..

�e atmosphere at “dharna” stage is so 
charged that even a small administrative 
lapse by the government or a 
miscalculation on part of dharna 
participants would unleash an eruption of 
volcanic proportions having potential to 
cause hitherto unseen damage to national 
political fabric.Entire electronic and social 
networking media is completely focused 
on even unfolding Constitution Avenue 
in Islamabad. Events are changing so 
rapidly that the entire nation is totally 
confused about the outcome of ensuing 
political unrest. �ere have been political 
movements in Pakistan in the past but this 
one is fundamentally di�erent. In the past 
all political parties constituting opposition 
in elected parliament or those against 
unconstitutional rule of a military dictator 
were part of a collective movement against 
one party in power while this dharna is by 
one political party against the entire 
spectrum of political forces in Pakistan, 
albeit with support of an apolitical but 
highly organized pressure group.

Before going further to analyze future 

consequences of this dharna some strange 
coincidences during the buildup stage of 
ensuing so called political struggle merits 
a mention. Was it a coincidence that 
Imran refused to accept the election 
results without a plan aforethought? Was 
it a coincidence that both the leaders 
heading their respective dharna were in 
London at the same time not too distant a 
past? Was it a coincidence that both the 
marches started at the same time and 
staged sit-ins in close proximity? Is it a 
coincidence that common grounds have 
emerged between a political party well 
represented in parliament and a religious 
party having no political representation 
after prolongation of their dharna? Is it a 
coincidence that PTI leader met a very 
high ranking retired military o�cer 
abroad and then again in Pakistan just 
before the launch of long march? Is it a 
coincidence that an “umpire” was expected 
to raise his �nger to declare the political 
government “out” at an early stage into 
drama? �ere can be an unending list of 
such queries casting shadows of doubt on 
intentions of leadership of parties involved 
in dharna politics. But on the other hand, 
in order to shun disconcerted dharna 
participants, can we �nd any solid 
argument in favour of incumbent 
government; provincial or federal? Alas! 
No.

�anks to round the clock real time 
coverage punctuated by enlightening talk 
shows telecast between scholars, 
politicians, media persons and even 
common citizens.  Readers are now more 
than well versed with the arguments and 

counter arguments of dharna parties and 
the government. So, instead of repeating 
those analyses in this space, I will try to 
examine the impact or consequences of 
current political brawl on our society. We 
cannot boast about democracy or decent 
political discourse after sad demise of 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of 
now beleaguered cut to half Pakistan. Can 
we absolve ourselves on traumatic clipping 
of our eastern wing? Can we blame any 
external intervention for bringing us to 
the barely surviving present state? 
Economic excellence of succeeding 
governments, military or civilian, has 
crafted with patriotic pains a situation 
where each citizen is born with heavy 
foreign as well as domestic debt and dies 
with even a heavier burden.Today more 
than half of our population lives below the 
poverty line and an appalling proportion 
of these unfortunate so called human 
beings cannot be sure of getting two time 
meals. A signi�cant number of Pakistanis 
are shelter less, jobless and may be 
luckless; an ideal landscape for political 
unrest or even a revolution. �is is what 
we can callgood governance and 
acceptable progress? Abhorring law and 
order situation, petty street crimes, family 
suicides, organized crimes and certain acts 
of terrorism can easily be traced back to 
dismal governances and poor economic 
performance of elected or imposed 
leadership. �e only two recent past 
positives we can seek solace in are free and 
vibrant media and independent higher 
judiciary. We may also consider transition 
of government from one politically elected 
set up to the other after completing full 

term in o�ce, a major mile stone in 
progressing democracy and political 
maturity. �is milestone was made 
possible by the so well talked about 
Charter of Democracy which was 
respected by the opposition and 
government. Present political turmoil 
created by dharna has witnessed all the 
political parties coming together against 
unconstitutional demands of radical 
political party PTI and apolitical PAT.

�e PTI leadership shows no faith in apex 
judiciary of Pakistan under the present 
Prime Minister thus creating a political 
impasse which nearly brought a big 
disaster on the eve of their march towards 
the Prime Minister’s house. If the 
government had not shown restraint, the 
catastrophic consequences would have 
scuttled present political dispensation. As 
discussed earlier, the government cannot 
boast about satisfactory performance in 
the past sixteen months but the cricketer 
turned politician Imran Khan has taken 
the political game into another 
dimension; may be a hybrid of cricket 
match and street smart politics. Entire 
drama being staged appears to be 
following a well written script which 
failed the intended impact due to 
miscalculation of the author/s. �e 
sentiment he has managed to create 
among his followers is less than polite 
which is visible not only on the streets of 
Pakistan and dharna scene but also on 
social media where extremely abusive 
language is being employed to discredit or 
disgrace those who are in opposing camps. 
My only fear is that this attitude may 
become favoured instrument in future 
political struggle. Such paradigm shift in 
real politicking does not augur well for our 
future political dispensation. Any party 
not in harmony with the government 
policy would resort to disruptive street 
politics to force the incumbent 
government out of o�ce by threatening to 
create a situation of civil disobedience. �e 
irony in such a situation would be that 
innocent lives of political workers would 
be sacri�ced for the agenda of such 
nonconforming leadership. Sanity has to 
prevail and politically elected leadership 
must be given a chance to implement their 
manifesto, failing which they will be voted 
out like the Peoples Party government. 
Politics is the game of �nding solutions in 
seemingly impossible situations. �e 
change must come through ballot, not 
bullet. 

HEALTH

In under developed countries about 4% of older people are at risk of 
mal-nutrition. They need home nursing and community care. The risk 
of dementia rises sharply with old age, and about ¼ th of people over 

85 years of age have some degree of cognitive decline. 

its E�ects and Challenges
AGEINGAGEING
its E�ects and Challenges

DECEMBER 2014 10 w w w . e c o n o m i c a � a i r s . c o m . p k

he combined forces of the 
ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq 
and al-Sham) swept through 
Mosul with lightning speed.  

�is speed was accelerated by the �ight 
of leadership. As the story unfolded I 
took a few minutes to tap into a jihad 
portal to view images on the ground.  
�e citizens of Mosul noted 
government personnel �eeing the city in 
a convoy of vehicles.  Military uniforms 
were lying in the dirt at the military 
bases in both Mosul and Tikrit. I guess 
soldiers �ed in their underwear.  
Samarra was under attack. Within mere 
hours, the ISIS had secured a perimeter 
around six neighborhoods. �ey had 
their eye on a prize:  the Askari shrine.  
Kirkuk, a continual powder keg of 
sectarian political ri�-ra� also 
experienced the upheaval of urban 
warfare.

�e blitzkrieg worked. It was a 

spectacular display which unfolded 
minute-by-minute, hour-by-hour. 
Herein lies the truth.  When an ordinary 
soldier su�ers an incontinence episode 
in the heat of battle, that is �ne. Men 
can wet their britches and still be heroes. 
Soiled pants, sweat and cursing may 
prevail. But real soldiers do not abandon 
their weapons and run. And when 
command sta� have an incontinence 
episode and abandon their posts, all is 
lost. �at loss in Mosul included the 
release of several hundred men from 
prison.  Include them in the swelling 
ranks of the ISIS.

One thousand three hundred men 
accomplished a lightning fast strike 
against Mosul. Five hundred thousand 
citizens took �ight. Citizens fall in line 
with the posture of their government. If 
I see soldiers on my lawn directing a line 
of �re at the enemy, team Swo�ord will 
provide the �ank. �is is Texas. We are 

as well-armed as the average Somali 
warlord. But if I see soldiers shedding 
their uniforms on my lawn, it is time for 
the Swo�ord family to drive, bike, 
skateboard or �ee on foot. Good 
leadership inspires courage. Leaders 
who �ee their constituents inspire a 
di�erent type of reaction. It is called 
wild panic.

Iraq's central governance is crumbling. 
When this dynamic occurs in the 
Middle East, governance reverts to the 
understood norm. Local mosques 
function as both  command central and 
recruitment depot.  One citizen reporter 
on the ground reported that the mosque 
network was being used to appeal to 
“citizen rebels”.  �ink of Iran as the 
modern prototype for a central and local 
command link. �e use of mosques to 
facilitate the organization, and if 
needed, operational staging of the Basij 
moves with a workable plan. �is is done 

under the command of a central 
governing organ. But in con�ict zones 
where central oversight disappears 
political decisions and military 
operations return to a strong 
dependence on the writ of the 
scholar-in-residence to send up the 
battle cry. For God and country! �e 
imam is now the town crier.

But back to Mosul.  Five hundred 
thousand individuals �ed. Welcome to 
the latest humanitarian crisis.   When  
numbers are thrown about regarding a 
sudden diaspora uprooted due to the 
heat of battle it can be easy to 
experience emotional detachment.  But 
each number represents a heartbeat. 
�at person is important to me.  So I 
dawdled a bit over at the CIA World 

Factbook.  In Iraq, the demographic for 
age 0-14 is 36.7 percent of the 
population.  �e birth rate is 26.85 per 
thousand.  Plugging the numbers into 
the 0.5 million who �ed Mosul we now 
see heartbeat. Now, the faces of children 
emerge from the fog of war. Do the 
math. Consider the children on the run. 
Consider the mothers with babies that 
need to be carried along.  Imagine the 
food and water requirements.

�e insurgency is calling this latest push 
toward chaos:  Breaking Borders: 
Sykes-Picot.  �e rebel's mast is under 
the banner of “One front, one 
command.”

But in Najaf, an elderly senior statesman 
has had enough.  His Eminence the 
Grand Ayatollah al-Sayyed 'Ali 

al-Husyani al-Sistani has been 
threatened with assassination. �e 
con�guration of his security detail and 
layers of protection have been ramped 
up. I am aware of the changes  due to an 
inquiry made last month regarding his 
health. I was shocked to even consider 
the rami�cations for Iraqi citizens 
should this catastrophe transpire. �ere 
is no greater fury than religious fury.

�e problem which confronts the senior 
jurist is  broad in scope.  Shi'a who look 
to him for guidance are on the run.  One 
pivotal role of leadership is to provide 
direction during time of crisis.  Grand 
Ayatollah al-Sistani has given a call to 
arms. �e General speaks. Tribes will 
rise up. �ere will be blood.

Will the bloodshed be greater if the 
Grand Ayatollah is assassinated or will 
it be worse with this call to arms?  
When central governance is crumbling 
and a military is in retreat, is there is a 
legitimate place for the approach of the 
West toward what we consider a 
non-traditional chain of command? I 
believe so.  Many years ago I was told 
that one of the mistakes made by our 
command sta� entering Iraq was a total 
ignorance of the Grand Ayatollah's role 
in community life. Tradition holds that 
the Grand Ayatollah rarely raise their 
heads above the parapets in Najaf and 
Qom . But there is  also a tradition of 
using the rod of authority to issue a call 
to arms during times of population 
upheaval.  �e  power wielded cannot be 
discounted. �e Shi'a tribes are now on 
the move. An order has been given. All 
who give their allegiance are lining up 
by the thousands to spill their blood. It 
is no longer just about them. It is about 
chain of command.

Several weeks ago I viewed a 
propaganda video of 62 minutes in 
length. It included a scene with the 
beheading of a citizen. �e still images 
of the beheading were recently sent out 
as a Tweet and mainstream media 
picked up the story. �is is how the ISIS 
is operating in Iraq. Daily. �ere will be 
a response. Wretched judgment, raise 
thy hand.



he day I hit the keyboard with 
an intention to comment on the 
remonstration staged by 
Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) 

and Pakistan Awami Tehrik (PAT), 
Pakistan played cricket series deciding 
ODI and got comprehensively beaten by 
Sri Lanka. I doubt if anyone, even a 
fervent cricketer, followed the match. �e 
entire nation was held hostage to political 
stage show alongside the parliament 
telecast live in real time. We may be 
forgiven for missing out on the cricket 
match but can we defend ourselves on 
ignoring catastrophic issue of much 
greater national implications such as 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
bearing the inclement weather conditions 
under open sky besides lacking all the 
necessities they deserve as the citizens of 
Pakistan. Neither their region was struck 
by natural catastrophe nor did they leave 
their homes on their own free will. �ey 
were advised to leave or even forced out of 
their abode to stay away from the harm’s 
way during military operation, Zarb e 
Azab inNorth Waziristan Agency 
(NWA). �eir tragedy can only be 
fathomed by those who have visited the 
camps and seen their plight.�e nation 
responded well to meet that challenge and 

anation wide campaign to alleviate their 
su�erings and help them with at least the 
basic human necessities was initiated. But 
alas, all national and media attention 
shifted to the long march and subsequent 
sit-ins in Islamabad. �e military 
operation, taking care of the IDPs and any 
other fall out resulting from operation is 
left to the Pakistan Army to deal with.

No army can win any operation without 
the national support; still our valiant army 
is showing exemplary resilience and 
excellent professionalism in conducting 
armed operations and managing its fall 
out despite diversion of public and civilian 
government’s attention towards “dharna” 
(sit-in). Inordinate delay in employment 
of military option due to foot dragging of 
political forces helped signi�cant number 
of terrorists and their main leadership 
escape from their hide outs into the 
settled areas of Pakistan or into 
Afghanistan before the operations were 
actually launched. Imran Khan was at the 
fore front opposing the military option in 
NWA. As an obvious consequence much 
needed element of surprise was lost before 
reaching a political consensus about the 
inevitability of a military operation. 
Terrorists escaping an imminent military 
onslaught are now comfortably lodged in 

well established sleeper cells within the 
populated areas. �ey have directions to 
launch terror attacks independently at an 
opportune moment..

�e atmosphere at “dharna” stage is so 
charged that even a small administrative 
lapse by the government or a 
miscalculation on part of dharna 
participants would unleash an eruption of 
volcanic proportions having potential to 
cause hitherto unseen damage to national 
political fabric.Entire electronic and social 
networking media is completely focused 
on even unfolding Constitution Avenue 
in Islamabad. Events are changing so 
rapidly that the entire nation is totally 
confused about the outcome of ensuing 
political unrest. �ere have been political 
movements in Pakistan in the past but this 
one is fundamentally di�erent. In the past 
all political parties constituting opposition 
in elected parliament or those against 
unconstitutional rule of a military dictator 
were part of a collective movement against 
one party in power while this dharna is by 
one political party against the entire 
spectrum of political forces in Pakistan, 
albeit with support of an apolitical but 
highly organized pressure group.

Before going further to analyze future 

consequences of this dharna some strange 
coincidences during the buildup stage of 
ensuing so called political struggle merits 
a mention. Was it a coincidence that 
Imran refused to accept the election 
results without a plan aforethought? Was 
it a coincidence that both the leaders 
heading their respective dharna were in 
London at the same time not too distant a 
past? Was it a coincidence that both the 
marches started at the same time and 
staged sit-ins in close proximity? Is it a 
coincidence that common grounds have 
emerged between a political party well 
represented in parliament and a religious 
party having no political representation 
after prolongation of their dharna? Is it a 
coincidence that PTI leader met a very 
high ranking retired military o�cer 
abroad and then again in Pakistan just 
before the launch of long march? Is it a 
coincidence that an “umpire” was expected 
to raise his �nger to declare the political 
government “out” at an early stage into 
drama? �ere can be an unending list of 
such queries casting shadows of doubt on 
intentions of leadership of parties involved 
in dharna politics. But on the other hand, 
in order to shun disconcerted dharna 
participants, can we �nd any solid 
argument in favour of incumbent 
government; provincial or federal? Alas! 
No.

�anks to round the clock real time 
coverage punctuated by enlightening talk 
shows telecast between scholars, 
politicians, media persons and even 
common citizens.  Readers are now more 
than well versed with the arguments and 

counter arguments of dharna parties and 
the government. So, instead of repeating 
those analyses in this space, I will try to 
examine the impact or consequences of 
current political brawl on our society. We 
cannot boast about democracy or decent 
political discourse after sad demise of 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of 
now beleaguered cut to half Pakistan. Can 
we absolve ourselves on traumatic clipping 
of our eastern wing? Can we blame any 
external intervention for bringing us to 
the barely surviving present state? 
Economic excellence of succeeding 
governments, military or civilian, has 
crafted with patriotic pains a situation 
where each citizen is born with heavy 
foreign as well as domestic debt and dies 
with even a heavier burden.Today more 
than half of our population lives below the 
poverty line and an appalling proportion 
of these unfortunate so called human 
beings cannot be sure of getting two time 
meals. A signi�cant number of Pakistanis 
are shelter less, jobless and may be 
luckless; an ideal landscape for political 
unrest or even a revolution. �is is what 
we can callgood governance and 
acceptable progress? Abhorring law and 
order situation, petty street crimes, family 
suicides, organized crimes and certain acts 
of terrorism can easily be traced back to 
dismal governances and poor economic 
performance of elected or imposed 
leadership. �e only two recent past 
positives we can seek solace in are free and 
vibrant media and independent higher 
judiciary. We may also consider transition 
of government from one politically elected 
set up to the other after completing full 

term in o�ce, a major mile stone in 
progressing democracy and political 
maturity. �is milestone was made 
possible by the so well talked about 
Charter of Democracy which was 
respected by the opposition and 
government. Present political turmoil 
created by dharna has witnessed all the 
political parties coming together against 
unconstitutional demands of radical 
political party PTI and apolitical PAT.

�e PTI leadership shows no faith in apex 
judiciary of Pakistan under the present 
Prime Minister thus creating a political 
impasse which nearly brought a big 
disaster on the eve of their march towards 
the Prime Minister’s house. If the 
government had not shown restraint, the 
catastrophic consequences would have 
scuttled present political dispensation. As 
discussed earlier, the government cannot 
boast about satisfactory performance in 
the past sixteen months but the cricketer 
turned politician Imran Khan has taken 
the political game into another 
dimension; may be a hybrid of cricket 
match and street smart politics. Entire 
drama being staged appears to be 
following a well written script which 
failed the intended impact due to 
miscalculation of the author/s. �e 
sentiment he has managed to create 
among his followers is less than polite 
which is visible not only on the streets of 
Pakistan and dharna scene but also on 
social media where extremely abusive 
language is being employed to discredit or 
disgrace those who are in opposing camps. 
My only fear is that this attitude may 
become favoured instrument in future 
political struggle. Such paradigm shift in 
real politicking does not augur well for our 
future political dispensation. Any party 
not in harmony with the government 
policy would resort to disruptive street 
politics to force the incumbent 
government out of o�ce by threatening to 
create a situation of civil disobedience. �e 
irony in such a situation would be that 
innocent lives of political workers would 
be sacri�ced for the agenda of such 
nonconforming leadership. Sanity has to 
prevail and politically elected leadership 
must be given a chance to implement their 
manifesto, failing which they will be voted 
out like the Peoples Party government. 
Politics is the game of �nding solutions in 
seemingly impossible situations. �e 
change must come through ballot, not 
bullet. 

y ageing is meant the process 
occurring in living organisms 
due to the increasing age. As 
people age, they undergo 

myriads of changes----both biological 
and psychological. �e most marked 
change which occurs is in their cognitive 
functions i.e. in the mental processes of 
acquiring knowledge and understanding 
of the outside world. �is appears in their 
‘attention’ and ‘memory’. �ey show 
signi�cant de�cits in tasks that involve 
active manipulation, reorganization or 
integration of the contents of working 
memory.

Certain decline in memory can be 
attributed to normal ageing but there are 
certain changes, which are symptoms of 
pathological ageing, particularly 
Alzheimer’s disease, which can seriously 
a�ect their mental health. Often the older 
people may attend to focal or salient 
information, but fail to take account of 
peripheral detail. �e gerontologists 
suggest that the old people have generally 
a good episodic memory which involves 
encoding, storage or retrieval processes. 
Many old people have short term memory 
i.e. they forget where they had parked 
their car. �is is due to poor encoding and 
divided attention, which is impaired by 
ageing.

Surprisingly the older adults are very good 
at semantic memory which refers to one’s 
store of general knowledge, including 
knowledge of words and concepts, in 
which they even excel the younger people. 
However they feel di�culty in retrieving 
the names of persons and places.

Quite often the chronological age of a 
person may not correlate with his 
functional age i.e. two persons may be of 
the same age, but di�er in their mental 
and physical conditions, depending on 
their environment   and life-style.  

�e 21st century has witnessed that in 
almost every country, the population of 
people aged over 60 years is growing faster 
than any other age group due to both 
longer life expectancy and declining 
fertility rates. �is is because of sound 
public health policies framed by most 
countries (Pakistan being an exception).  
A recent survey has revealed that between 
the year 2000 and 2050, the proportion of 
world’s population over 60 years will 
double from 11% to 22% i.e. from 605 
million to 2 billion. �is indicates that the 
world population is rapidly ageing. �e 
low and middle income countries will 
experience the most rapid and dramatic 
changes. �e survey further reveals that in 
France, the people over 65 years of age 
have doubled in 100 years, whereas against 

this it will take countries like Brazil and 
China to reach the same growth in less 
than 25 years.  

In under developed countries about 4% of 
older people are at risk of mal-nutrition. 
�ey need home nursing and community 
care. �e risk of dementia rises sharply 
with old age, and about ¼ th of people 
over 85 years of age have some degree of 
cognitive decline. One heartening factor 
in our traditional societies is that older 
people are respected as ‘elders’ because of 
our joint family system particularly in our 
rural society. But this is not the case in 
most other countries where this ‘ageism’ is 
less respected. In most �ird World 
countries they are regarded as weak and 
redundant and of no use to the society. 
�ey become subject to ‘elder abuse’ and 
feel neglected and helpless.

�is gives rise to the vital question: What 
can keep the older people �t and healthy 
and happy so that they don’t become a 
burden to the younger lot, and be able to 
lead lives of their own choice with grace 
and dignity? A recent study in India 
interviewed a number of notable and 
successful nonagenarians who regarded 
some common factors responsible for 
their longevity and happiness which are 
enumerated here.  1) �ey took low fat 
and high �ber food, at regular intervals, 
and in small quantities. 2) �eir morning 
regime included work outs, yoga, brisk 
walks, cycling or light exercises. 3) �ey 
austerely observed a very strict time table 
for work, and did not brook interruption 
or interference. 4) �ey never sat idle and 
kept themselves engaged in some fruitful 
activity. 5) �ey led much regulated lives 
with no uncertainties to boot avoiding all 
tensions and worries. 6) �ey cut down on 
their intake of food and drink. 7) �ey 
enjoyed a modicum of �nancial security, 
enough to meet their future needs and 
expenses for medical treatment etc. 8) For 
most of the part of their daily routine; they 
kept cool and never lost temper. 9) Instead 
of whiling their time in other’s a�airs, they 
kept a hobby or two like gardening or 
teaching the children.

Since there is a rapid increase in the 
number of older people everywhere, the 
world in the 21st century has braced itself 
to cope with this problem by providing 
adequate health schemes and insurance 
policies to these teeming millions to give 
them proper health cover and let them 
lead decent and self-respecting lives 
alongside the younger population.  
Extensive legislation is introduced in the 
US and UK several times in a year to 
ensure better deal to the Senior Citizens 
and other needy segments of  society to 

provide better health cover to compensate  
for their in�rmities and disabilities  due to 
age. But unfortunately there is no such 
move in Pakistan.  It is indeed very 
shocking   to learn that a U.N. backed 
Global Age Watch Index 2013 has ranked 
Pakistan among the three worst countries 
in the world to grow old without 
concomitant safeguards. When low 
income countries  like Bolivia and Sri 
Lanka o�er free health care, Pakistan has 
been ranked 89th on the list of 91 
countries which are the worst a�ected by 
the older population. It is shameful that 
Pakistan’s ranking is lower than its 
neighbouring countries such as Sri Lanka 
(36), India (73), and Nepal (77). �is is the 
�rst ever survey by an international agency 
to know the quality of life its Senior 
Citizens enjoy in these countries. �e 
ranking was based on 13 indicators 
relating to income security, health status, 
education and employment etc. Pakistan 
must seriously consider how it will cope 
with this problem when its present 10 
million people of over 60 years of age 
would multiply by four times that number 
in 2050, i.e. in the next 35 years according 
to the present rate of increase in older 
population. 

It is no less shocking that in a country of 
180 million there are only 11 NGOs 
working ( all based in major cities like 
Karachi and Lahore ) for providing 
housing and medical services to the 
elderly which too fall far   short of 
international standards.

Besides the utter lack of health facilities, 
there are also no pension schemes or 
insurance coverage for the old people to 
sustain them in their old age when they 
have no other means of income. �is 
leaves the old people in great distress. Our 
close-knit joint family system is also 
falling apart which had hitherto provided 
help and succor to our ‘elders’. With this 
demographic change, our older 
population would be thrown out from 
under their roofs into the open sky which 
is too horrible a prospect for us to imagine. 
�is problem is no less ominous than 
other problems the government is faced 
with at present. It is therefore essential 
that the government takes into account 
the gravity of this matter and take 
necessary short and long term measures to 
cope with the swelling number of older 
population. 
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he combined forces of the 
ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq 
and al-Sham) swept through 
Mosul with lightning speed.  

�is speed was accelerated by the �ight 
of leadership. As the story unfolded I 
took a few minutes to tap into a jihad 
portal to view images on the ground.  
�e citizens of Mosul noted 
government personnel �eeing the city in 
a convoy of vehicles.  Military uniforms 
were lying in the dirt at the military 
bases in both Mosul and Tikrit. I guess 
soldiers �ed in their underwear.  
Samarra was under attack. Within mere 
hours, the ISIS had secured a perimeter 
around six neighborhoods. �ey had 
their eye on a prize:  the Askari shrine.  
Kirkuk, a continual powder keg of 
sectarian political ri�-ra� also 
experienced the upheaval of urban 
warfare.

�e blitzkrieg worked. It was a 

spectacular display which unfolded 
minute-by-minute, hour-by-hour. 
Herein lies the truth.  When an ordinary 
soldier su�ers an incontinence episode 
in the heat of battle, that is �ne. Men 
can wet their britches and still be heroes. 
Soiled pants, sweat and cursing may 
prevail. But real soldiers do not abandon 
their weapons and run. And when 
command sta� have an incontinence 
episode and abandon their posts, all is 
lost. �at loss in Mosul included the 
release of several hundred men from 
prison.  Include them in the swelling 
ranks of the ISIS.

One thousand three hundred men 
accomplished a lightning fast strike 
against Mosul. Five hundred thousand 
citizens took �ight. Citizens fall in line 
with the posture of their government. If 
I see soldiers on my lawn directing a line 
of �re at the enemy, team Swo�ord will 
provide the �ank. �is is Texas. We are 

as well-armed as the average Somali 
warlord. But if I see soldiers shedding 
their uniforms on my lawn, it is time for 
the Swo�ord family to drive, bike, 
skateboard or �ee on foot. Good 
leadership inspires courage. Leaders 
who �ee their constituents inspire a 
di�erent type of reaction. It is called 
wild panic.

Iraq's central governance is crumbling. 
When this dynamic occurs in the 
Middle East, governance reverts to the 
understood norm. Local mosques 
function as both  command central and 
recruitment depot.  One citizen reporter 
on the ground reported that the mosque 
network was being used to appeal to 
“citizen rebels”.  �ink of Iran as the 
modern prototype for a central and local 
command link. �e use of mosques to 
facilitate the organization, and if 
needed, operational staging of the Basij 
moves with a workable plan. �is is done 

under the command of a central 
governing organ. But in con�ict zones 
where central oversight disappears 
political decisions and military 
operations return to a strong 
dependence on the writ of the 
scholar-in-residence to send up the 
battle cry. For God and country! �e 
imam is now the town crier.

But back to Mosul.  Five hundred 
thousand individuals �ed. Welcome to 
the latest humanitarian crisis.   When  
numbers are thrown about regarding a 
sudden diaspora uprooted due to the 
heat of battle it can be easy to 
experience emotional detachment.  But 
each number represents a heartbeat. 
�at person is important to me.  So I 
dawdled a bit over at the CIA World 

Factbook.  In Iraq, the demographic for 
age 0-14 is 36.7 percent of the 
population.  �e birth rate is 26.85 per 
thousand.  Plugging the numbers into 
the 0.5 million who �ed Mosul we now 
see heartbeat. Now, the faces of children 
emerge from the fog of war. Do the 
math. Consider the children on the run. 
Consider the mothers with babies that 
need to be carried along.  Imagine the 
food and water requirements.

�e insurgency is calling this latest push 
toward chaos:  Breaking Borders: 
Sykes-Picot.  �e rebel's mast is under 
the banner of “One front, one 
command.”

But in Najaf, an elderly senior statesman 
has had enough.  His Eminence the 
Grand Ayatollah al-Sayyed 'Ali 

al-Husyani al-Sistani has been 
threatened with assassination. �e 
con�guration of his security detail and 
layers of protection have been ramped 
up. I am aware of the changes  due to an 
inquiry made last month regarding his 
health. I was shocked to even consider 
the rami�cations for Iraqi citizens 
should this catastrophe transpire. �ere 
is no greater fury than religious fury.

�e problem which confronts the senior 
jurist is  broad in scope.  Shi'a who look 
to him for guidance are on the run.  One 
pivotal role of leadership is to provide 
direction during time of crisis.  Grand 
Ayatollah al-Sistani has given a call to 
arms. �e General speaks. Tribes will 
rise up. �ere will be blood.

Will the bloodshed be greater if the 
Grand Ayatollah is assassinated or will 
it be worse with this call to arms?  
When central governance is crumbling 
and a military is in retreat, is there is a 
legitimate place for the approach of the 
West toward what we consider a 
non-traditional chain of command? I 
believe so.  Many years ago I was told 
that one of the mistakes made by our 
command sta� entering Iraq was a total 
ignorance of the Grand Ayatollah's role 
in community life. Tradition holds that 
the Grand Ayatollah rarely raise their 
heads above the parapets in Najaf and 
Qom . But there is  also a tradition of 
using the rod of authority to issue a call 
to arms during times of population 
upheaval.  �e  power wielded cannot be 
discounted. �e Shi'a tribes are now on 
the move. An order has been given. All 
who give their allegiance are lining up 
by the thousands to spill their blood. It 
is no longer just about them. It is about 
chain of command.

Several weeks ago I viewed a 
propaganda video of 62 minutes in 
length. It included a scene with the 
beheading of a citizen. �e still images 
of the beheading were recently sent out 
as a Tweet and mainstream media 
picked up the story. �is is how the ISIS 
is operating in Iraq. Daily. �ere will be 
a response. Wretched judgment, raise 
thy hand.



he day I hit the keyboard with 
an intention to comment on the 
remonstration staged by 
Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) 

and Pakistan Awami Tehrik (PAT), 
Pakistan played cricket series deciding 
ODI and got comprehensively beaten by 
Sri Lanka. I doubt if anyone, even a 
fervent cricketer, followed the match. �e 
entire nation was held hostage to political 
stage show alongside the parliament 
telecast live in real time. We may be 
forgiven for missing out on the cricket 
match but can we defend ourselves on 
ignoring catastrophic issue of much 
greater national implications such as 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
bearing the inclement weather conditions 
under open sky besides lacking all the 
necessities they deserve as the citizens of 
Pakistan. Neither their region was struck 
by natural catastrophe nor did they leave 
their homes on their own free will. �ey 
were advised to leave or even forced out of 
their abode to stay away from the harm’s 
way during military operation, Zarb e 
Azab inNorth Waziristan Agency 
(NWA). �eir tragedy can only be 
fathomed by those who have visited the 
camps and seen their plight.�e nation 
responded well to meet that challenge and 

anation wide campaign to alleviate their 
su�erings and help them with at least the 
basic human necessities was initiated. But 
alas, all national and media attention 
shifted to the long march and subsequent 
sit-ins in Islamabad. �e military 
operation, taking care of the IDPs and any 
other fall out resulting from operation is 
left to the Pakistan Army to deal with.

No army can win any operation without 
the national support; still our valiant army 
is showing exemplary resilience and 
excellent professionalism in conducting 
armed operations and managing its fall 
out despite diversion of public and civilian 
government’s attention towards “dharna” 
(sit-in). Inordinate delay in employment 
of military option due to foot dragging of 
political forces helped signi�cant number 
of terrorists and their main leadership 
escape from their hide outs into the 
settled areas of Pakistan or into 
Afghanistan before the operations were 
actually launched. Imran Khan was at the 
fore front opposing the military option in 
NWA. As an obvious consequence much 
needed element of surprise was lost before 
reaching a political consensus about the 
inevitability of a military operation. 
Terrorists escaping an imminent military 
onslaught are now comfortably lodged in 

well established sleeper cells within the 
populated areas. �ey have directions to 
launch terror attacks independently at an 
opportune moment..

�e atmosphere at “dharna” stage is so 
charged that even a small administrative 
lapse by the government or a 
miscalculation on part of dharna 
participants would unleash an eruption of 
volcanic proportions having potential to 
cause hitherto unseen damage to national 
political fabric.Entire electronic and social 
networking media is completely focused 
on even unfolding Constitution Avenue 
in Islamabad. Events are changing so 
rapidly that the entire nation is totally 
confused about the outcome of ensuing 
political unrest. �ere have been political 
movements in Pakistan in the past but this 
one is fundamentally di�erent. In the past 
all political parties constituting opposition 
in elected parliament or those against 
unconstitutional rule of a military dictator 
were part of a collective movement against 
one party in power while this dharna is by 
one political party against the entire 
spectrum of political forces in Pakistan, 
albeit with support of an apolitical but 
highly organized pressure group.

Before going further to analyze future 

consequences of this dharna some strange 
coincidences during the buildup stage of 
ensuing so called political struggle merits 
a mention. Was it a coincidence that 
Imran refused to accept the election 
results without a plan aforethought? Was 
it a coincidence that both the leaders 
heading their respective dharna were in 
London at the same time not too distant a 
past? Was it a coincidence that both the 
marches started at the same time and 
staged sit-ins in close proximity? Is it a 
coincidence that common grounds have 
emerged between a political party well 
represented in parliament and a religious 
party having no political representation 
after prolongation of their dharna? Is it a 
coincidence that PTI leader met a very 
high ranking retired military o�cer 
abroad and then again in Pakistan just 
before the launch of long march? Is it a 
coincidence that an “umpire” was expected 
to raise his �nger to declare the political 
government “out” at an early stage into 
drama? �ere can be an unending list of 
such queries casting shadows of doubt on 
intentions of leadership of parties involved 
in dharna politics. But on the other hand, 
in order to shun disconcerted dharna 
participants, can we �nd any solid 
argument in favour of incumbent 
government; provincial or federal? Alas! 
No.

�anks to round the clock real time 
coverage punctuated by enlightening talk 
shows telecast between scholars, 
politicians, media persons and even 
common citizens.  Readers are now more 
than well versed with the arguments and 

counter arguments of dharna parties and 
the government. So, instead of repeating 
those analyses in this space, I will try to 
examine the impact or consequences of 
current political brawl on our society. We 
cannot boast about democracy or decent 
political discourse after sad demise of 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of 
now beleaguered cut to half Pakistan. Can 
we absolve ourselves on traumatic clipping 
of our eastern wing? Can we blame any 
external intervention for bringing us to 
the barely surviving present state? 
Economic excellence of succeeding 
governments, military or civilian, has 
crafted with patriotic pains a situation 
where each citizen is born with heavy 
foreign as well as domestic debt and dies 
with even a heavier burden.Today more 
than half of our population lives below the 
poverty line and an appalling proportion 
of these unfortunate so called human 
beings cannot be sure of getting two time 
meals. A signi�cant number of Pakistanis 
are shelter less, jobless and may be 
luckless; an ideal landscape for political 
unrest or even a revolution. �is is what 
we can callgood governance and 
acceptable progress? Abhorring law and 
order situation, petty street crimes, family 
suicides, organized crimes and certain acts 
of terrorism can easily be traced back to 
dismal governances and poor economic 
performance of elected or imposed 
leadership. �e only two recent past 
positives we can seek solace in are free and 
vibrant media and independent higher 
judiciary. We may also consider transition 
of government from one politically elected 
set up to the other after completing full 

term in o�ce, a major mile stone in 
progressing democracy and political 
maturity. �is milestone was made 
possible by the so well talked about 
Charter of Democracy which was 
respected by the opposition and 
government. Present political turmoil 
created by dharna has witnessed all the 
political parties coming together against 
unconstitutional demands of radical 
political party PTI and apolitical PAT.

�e PTI leadership shows no faith in apex 
judiciary of Pakistan under the present 
Prime Minister thus creating a political 
impasse which nearly brought a big 
disaster on the eve of their march towards 
the Prime Minister’s house. If the 
government had not shown restraint, the 
catastrophic consequences would have 
scuttled present political dispensation. As 
discussed earlier, the government cannot 
boast about satisfactory performance in 
the past sixteen months but the cricketer 
turned politician Imran Khan has taken 
the political game into another 
dimension; may be a hybrid of cricket 
match and street smart politics. Entire 
drama being staged appears to be 
following a well written script which 
failed the intended impact due to 
miscalculation of the author/s. �e 
sentiment he has managed to create 
among his followers is less than polite 
which is visible not only on the streets of 
Pakistan and dharna scene but also on 
social media where extremely abusive 
language is being employed to discredit or 
disgrace those who are in opposing camps. 
My only fear is that this attitude may 
become favoured instrument in future 
political struggle. Such paradigm shift in 
real politicking does not augur well for our 
future political dispensation. Any party 
not in harmony with the government 
policy would resort to disruptive street 
politics to force the incumbent 
government out of o�ce by threatening to 
create a situation of civil disobedience. �e 
irony in such a situation would be that 
innocent lives of political workers would 
be sacri�ced for the agenda of such 
nonconforming leadership. Sanity has to 
prevail and politically elected leadership 
must be given a chance to implement their 
manifesto, failing which they will be voted 
out like the Peoples Party government. 
Politics is the game of �nding solutions in 
seemingly impossible situations. �e 
change must come through ballot, not 
bullet. 

he combined forces of the 
ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq 
and al-Sham) swept through 
Mosul with lightning speed.  

�is speed was accelerated by the �ight 
of leadership. As the story unfolded I 
took a few minutes to tap into a jihad 
portal to view images on the ground.  
�e citizens of Mosul noted 
government personnel �eeing the city in 
a convoy of vehicles.  Military uniforms 
were lying in the dirt at the military 
bases in both Mosul and Tikrit. I guess 
soldiers �ed in their underwear.  
Samarra was under attack. Within mere 
hours, the ISIS had secured a perimeter 
around six neighborhoods. �ey had 
their eye on a prize:  the Askari shrine.  
Kirkuk, a continual powder keg of 
sectarian political ri�-ra� also 
experienced the upheaval of urban 
warfare.

�e blitzkrieg worked. It was a 

spectacular display which unfolded 
minute-by-minute, hour-by-hour. 
Herein lies the truth.  When an ordinary 
soldier su�ers an incontinence episode 
in the heat of battle, that is �ne. Men 
can wet their britches and still be heroes. 
Soiled pants, sweat and cursing may 
prevail. But real soldiers do not abandon 
their weapons and run. And when 
command sta� have an incontinence 
episode and abandon their posts, all is 
lost. �at loss in Mosul included the 
release of several hundred men from 
prison.  Include them in the swelling 
ranks of the ISIS.

One thousand three hundred men 
accomplished a lightning fast strike 
against Mosul. Five hundred thousand 
citizens took �ight. Citizens fall in line 
with the posture of their government. If 
I see soldiers on my lawn directing a line 
of �re at the enemy, team Swo�ord will 
provide the �ank. �is is Texas. We are 

as well-armed as the average Somali 
warlord. But if I see soldiers shedding 
their uniforms on my lawn, it is time for 
the Swo�ord family to drive, bike, 
skateboard or �ee on foot. Good 
leadership inspires courage. Leaders 
who �ee their constituents inspire a 
di�erent type of reaction. It is called 
wild panic.

Iraq's central governance is crumbling. 
When this dynamic occurs in the 
Middle East, governance reverts to the 
understood norm. Local mosques 
function as both  command central and 
recruitment depot.  One citizen reporter 
on the ground reported that the mosque 
network was being used to appeal to 
“citizen rebels”.  �ink of Iran as the 
modern prototype for a central and local 
command link. �e use of mosques to 
facilitate the organization, and if 
needed, operational staging of the Basij 
moves with a workable plan. �is is done 
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under the command of a central 
governing organ. But in con�ict zones 
where central oversight disappears 
political decisions and military 
operations return to a strong 
dependence on the writ of the 
scholar-in-residence to send up the 
battle cry. For God and country! �e 
imam is now the town crier.

But back to Mosul.  Five hundred 
thousand individuals �ed. Welcome to 
the latest humanitarian crisis.   When  
numbers are thrown about regarding a 
sudden diaspora uprooted due to the 
heat of battle it can be easy to 
experience emotional detachment.  But 
each number represents a heartbeat. 
�at person is important to me.  So I 
dawdled a bit over at the CIA World 

Factbook.  In Iraq, the demographic for 
age 0-14 is 36.7 percent of the 
population.  �e birth rate is 26.85 per 
thousand.  Plugging the numbers into 
the 0.5 million who �ed Mosul we now 
see heartbeat. Now, the faces of children 
emerge from the fog of war. Do the 
math. Consider the children on the run. 
Consider the mothers with babies that 
need to be carried along.  Imagine the 
food and water requirements.

�e insurgency is calling this latest push 
toward chaos:  Breaking Borders: 
Sykes-Picot.  �e rebel's mast is under 
the banner of “One front, one 
command.”

But in Najaf, an elderly senior statesman 
has had enough.  His Eminence the 
Grand Ayatollah al-Sayyed 'Ali 

al-Husyani al-Sistani has been 
threatened with assassination. �e 
con�guration of his security detail and 
layers of protection have been ramped 
up. I am aware of the changes  due to an 
inquiry made last month regarding his 
health. I was shocked to even consider 
the rami�cations for Iraqi citizens 
should this catastrophe transpire. �ere 
is no greater fury than religious fury.

�e problem which confronts the senior 
jurist is  broad in scope.  Shi'a who look 
to him for guidance are on the run.  One 
pivotal role of leadership is to provide 
direction during time of crisis.  Grand 
Ayatollah al-Sistani has given a call to 
arms. �e General speaks. Tribes will 
rise up. �ere will be blood.

Will the bloodshed be greater if the 
Grand Ayatollah is assassinated or will 
it be worse with this call to arms?  
When central governance is crumbling 
and a military is in retreat, is there is a 
legitimate place for the approach of the 
West toward what we consider a 
non-traditional chain of command? I 
believe so.  Many years ago I was told 
that one of the mistakes made by our 
command sta� entering Iraq was a total 
ignorance of the Grand Ayatollah's role 
in community life. Tradition holds that 
the Grand Ayatollah rarely raise their 
heads above the parapets in Najaf and 
Qom . But there is  also a tradition of 
using the rod of authority to issue a call 
to arms during times of population 
upheaval.  �e  power wielded cannot be 
discounted. �e Shi'a tribes are now on 
the move. An order has been given. All 
who give their allegiance are lining up 
by the thousands to spill their blood. It 
is no longer just about them. It is about 
chain of command.

Several weeks ago I viewed a 
propaganda video of 62 minutes in 
length. It included a scene with the 
beheading of a citizen. �e still images 
of the beheading were recently sent out 
as a Tweet and mainstream media 
picked up the story. �is is how the ISIS 
is operating in Iraq. Daily. �ere will be 
a response. Wretched judgment, raise 
thy hand.



he combined forces of the 
ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq 
and al-Sham) swept through 
Mosul with lightning speed.  

�is speed was accelerated by the �ight 
of leadership. As the story unfolded I 
took a few minutes to tap into a jihad 
portal to view images on the ground.  
�e citizens of Mosul noted 
government personnel �eeing the city in 
a convoy of vehicles.  Military uniforms 
were lying in the dirt at the military 
bases in both Mosul and Tikrit. I guess 
soldiers �ed in their underwear.  
Samarra was under attack. Within mere 
hours, the ISIS had secured a perimeter 
around six neighborhoods. �ey had 
their eye on a prize:  the Askari shrine.  
Kirkuk, a continual powder keg of 
sectarian political ri�-ra� also 
experienced the upheaval of urban 
warfare.

�e blitzkrieg worked. It was a 

spectacular display which unfolded 
minute-by-minute, hour-by-hour. 
Herein lies the truth.  When an ordinary 
soldier su�ers an incontinence episode 
in the heat of battle, that is �ne. Men 
can wet their britches and still be heroes. 
Soiled pants, sweat and cursing may 
prevail. But real soldiers do not abandon 
their weapons and run. And when 
command sta� have an incontinence 
episode and abandon their posts, all is 
lost. �at loss in Mosul included the 
release of several hundred men from 
prison.  Include them in the swelling 
ranks of the ISIS.

One thousand three hundred men 
accomplished a lightning fast strike 
against Mosul. Five hundred thousand 
citizens took �ight. Citizens fall in line 
with the posture of their government. If 
I see soldiers on my lawn directing a line 
of �re at the enemy, team Swo�ord will 
provide the �ank. �is is Texas. We are 

as well-armed as the average Somali 
warlord. But if I see soldiers shedding 
their uniforms on my lawn, it is time for 
the Swo�ord family to drive, bike, 
skateboard or �ee on foot. Good 
leadership inspires courage. Leaders 
who �ee their constituents inspire a 
di�erent type of reaction. It is called 
wild panic.

Iraq's central governance is crumbling. 
When this dynamic occurs in the 
Middle East, governance reverts to the 
understood norm. Local mosques 
function as both  command central and 
recruitment depot.  One citizen reporter 
on the ground reported that the mosque 
network was being used to appeal to 
“citizen rebels”.  �ink of Iran as the 
modern prototype for a central and local 
command link. �e use of mosques to 
facilitate the organization, and if 
needed, operational staging of the Basij 
moves with a workable plan. �is is done 

under the command of a central 
governing organ. But in con�ict zones 
where central oversight disappears 
political decisions and military 
operations return to a strong 
dependence on the writ of the 
scholar-in-residence to send up the 
battle cry. For God and country! �e 
imam is now the town crier.

But back to Mosul.  Five hundred 
thousand individuals �ed. Welcome to 
the latest humanitarian crisis.   When  
numbers are thrown about regarding a 
sudden diaspora uprooted due to the 
heat of battle it can be easy to 
experience emotional detachment.  But 
each number represents a heartbeat. 
�at person is important to me.  So I 
dawdled a bit over at the CIA World 

Factbook.  In Iraq, the demographic for 
age 0-14 is 36.7 percent of the 
population.  �e birth rate is 26.85 per 
thousand.  Plugging the numbers into 
the 0.5 million who �ed Mosul we now 
see heartbeat. Now, the faces of children 
emerge from the fog of war. Do the 
math. Consider the children on the run. 
Consider the mothers with babies that 
need to be carried along.  Imagine the 
food and water requirements.

�e insurgency is calling this latest push 
toward chaos:  Breaking Borders: 
Sykes-Picot.  �e rebel's mast is under 
the banner of “One front, one 
command.”

But in Najaf, an elderly senior statesman 
has had enough.  His Eminence the 
Grand Ayatollah al-Sayyed 'Ali 

al-Husyani al-Sistani has been 
threatened with assassination. �e 
con�guration of his security detail and 
layers of protection have been ramped 
up. I am aware of the changes  due to an 
inquiry made last month regarding his 
health. I was shocked to even consider 
the rami�cations for Iraqi citizens 
should this catastrophe transpire. �ere 
is no greater fury than religious fury.

�e problem which confronts the senior 
jurist is  broad in scope.  Shi'a who look 
to him for guidance are on the run.  One 
pivotal role of leadership is to provide 
direction during time of crisis.  Grand 
Ayatollah al-Sistani has given a call to 
arms. �e General speaks. Tribes will 
rise up. �ere will be blood.

Will the bloodshed be greater if the 
Grand Ayatollah is assassinated or will 
it be worse with this call to arms?  
When central governance is crumbling 
and a military is in retreat, is there is a 
legitimate place for the approach of the 
West toward what we consider a 
non-traditional chain of command? I 
believe so.  Many years ago I was told 
that one of the mistakes made by our 
command sta� entering Iraq was a total 
ignorance of the Grand Ayatollah's role 
in community life. Tradition holds that 
the Grand Ayatollah rarely raise their 
heads above the parapets in Najaf and 
Qom . But there is  also a tradition of 
using the rod of authority to issue a call 
to arms during times of population 
upheaval.  �e  power wielded cannot be 
discounted. �e Shi'a tribes are now on 
the move. An order has been given. All 
who give their allegiance are lining up 
by the thousands to spill their blood. It 
is no longer just about them. It is about 
chain of command.

Several weeks ago I viewed a 
propaganda video of 62 minutes in 
length. It included a scene with the 
beheading of a citizen. �e still images 
of the beheading were recently sent out 
as a Tweet and mainstream media 
picked up the story. �is is how the ISIS 
is operating in Iraq. Daily. �ere will be 
a response. Wretched judgment, raise 
thy hand.
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cientists from Africa and Asia 
will collaborate on research 
into climate risks in order to 
share knowledge between 

regions and help vulnerable 
communities adapt.

Speaking at the launch of the 
Collaborative Adaptation Research 
Initiative in Africa and Asia (CARIAA) 
in Kathmandu on April 30, leaders of 
the organisations involved in the new 
programme said that demographic 
trends and climate measurements in 
similar environments across both 
regions indicate that a large number of 
people and their livelihoods are at risk 
from the e�ects of climate change.

�e experts hope that the initiative will 
contribute to innovative adaptation and 
mitigation programmes that they say are 
urgently needed to address the e�ects of 
rising temperatures and climatic 
variability across Africa and Asia.

Supported by 70 million Canadian 
dollars ($64 million) of funding over 
seven years by Canada’s International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC) 
and the UK Department for 
International Development, CARIAA 
will bring together researchers in a 
variety of disciplines from Asia and 
Africa to tackle problems common to 

both regions, such as droughts and rising 
sea levels, and to try to �nd adaptive 
solutions that can be applied on both 
continents.

“Collaboration on adaptation research 
holds a range of large-scale mutual 
bene�ts (for) both Africa and Asia 
regions,” said Rajendra Pachauri, chair 
of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change and director-general of 
India-based �e Energy and Resources 
Institute, a member of a research 
consortium supported by CARIAA. “It 
will enrich our knowledge on options 
available to help the most vulnerable 
populations in a wide range of countries 
and regions.”

‘HOTSPOT’ FOCUS
�e CARIAA researchers hope to 
stimulate e�ective policies and actions 
for three types of climate “hotspots” – 
semi-arid regions in Africa and South 
and Central Asia, major river deltas in 
Africa and South Asia, and Himalayan 
river basins.

�e scientists hope that African and 
Asian nations will collaborate on pest 
resistance, drought- and salt-tolerant 
crops, gene banks, improved seed 
production, post-harvest management, 
rainwater harvesting and e�cient water 

use.

Bernard Cantin, programme leader for 
CARIAA-IDRC, said the programme 
will fund four consortia consisting of 
�ve member institutions, bringing a 
range of regional, scienti�c and 
socio-economic development expertise 
to bear on climate vulnerability and 
options for adaption, including physical, 
social, economic and political 
dimensions.

�is approach will enable greater 
South-South sharing of knowledge and 
experience, and encourage innovation to 
strengthen adaptation and resilience 
among the poor, Cantin added.

�e consortium working on deltas 
includes the Institute of Water and 
Flood Management at Bangladesh 
University of Technology and 
Engineering, and India’s Jadavpur 
University, along with teams from 
Egypt, Ghana, and the United 
Kingdom. It will carry out research on 
the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna 
delta in Bangladesh, India’s Mahanadi 
delta, the Nile delta in Egypt and the 
Volta in Ghana to examine migration as 
an adaptation option for the most 
vulnerable.

Two consortia will study semi-arid 

safeguard populations from the risks 
associated with climate change, 
hundreds of millions of people will be 
a�ected by coastal �ooding or displaced 
due to land loss by 2100. �e majority of 
those a�ected will be from East, 
Southeast and South Asia.

In semi-arid parts of Asia and also in 
Africa, more frequent and prolonged 
droughts have already started 
threatening agriculture and livestock, 
key sources of food and livelihood.

Dominique Charron, director of the 
agriculture and environment wing at 
Canada’s International Development 
Research Centre, said CARIAA’s 
programming would help communities 
and countries prepare for likely shifts in 
their livelihood base resulting from 
changing weather patterns in Asia and 
Africa.

“It will also build expertise in climate 
change adaptation in di�erent 
agro-climatic regions and provide 
lasting networks for exchange of this 
new knowledge between southern and 
northern institutions,” Charron added.

He said the research teams would work 
with local people and organisations to 
simulate potential changes in migration 
and land use that might result from 
climate change, and the di�erent 
adaptation choices facing a�ected 
populations.

Since the impacts of climate change on 
natural ecosystems do not follow 
national borders, there is a need for 
cross-boundary collaboration between 
countries to better understand climate 
threats and discover adaptation and 
mitigation strategies that work, said 
Saleemul Huq, director of the 
International Centre for Climate 
Change and Development.

Huq added that the researchers taking 
part in the initiative must closely 
collaborate with policymakers and 
planners to translate their research 
�ndings into adaptation and mitigation 
plans that would represent real solutions.

regions: the Indian Institute for Human 
Settlements (IIHS) will study 
longer-term approaches to climate 
adaptation at scale in one consortium, 
and the Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute in Pakistan will contribute to 
research by another consortium aiming 
to identify economic threats and 
opportunities posed by climate change 
in semi-arid areas. Other partners in 
these consortia are from Senegal, South 
Africa, Tanzania, the United Kingdom 
and the United States.

Sumetee Pahwa Gajjar of IIHS believes 
that by focusing research on common 
hotspot challenges across di�erent 
contexts, new opportunities and insights 
can emerge for adaptation at scale in 
semi-arid regions.

CARIAA’s consortium on adaptation 
strategies in the Himalayan river basins 
is being led by the Kathmandu-based 
International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD). Its 
partners include organizations from 
Bangladesh, India, the Netherlands and 
Pakistan.

“CARIAA will provide key insights into 
future scenarios of water supply and 
availability to identify e�ective 
adaptation options available at a local, 
national and regional scale in the 
countries dependent on the Hindu Kush 
Himalayas glaciers,” said David Molden, 
director-general of ICIMOD.

Molden added that the programme 
would develop case studies from each of 
the participating countries in Asia to 
better understand climate issues and 
develop research-based adaptation plans.

Pachauri believes many areas of Asia are 
extremely vulnerable to climate change. 
Any alteration in temperature and 
precipitation, he said, would a�ect the 
way snow and ice melt in the Hindu 
Kush Himalayan region, as well as 
atmospheric circulation patterns that 
drive the South Asian summer 
monsoon.

COMING THREATS
�e Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change’s projections warn that 
without adaptation measures to 



he combined forces of the 
ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq 
and al-Sham) swept through 
Mosul with lightning speed.  

�is speed was accelerated by the �ight 
of leadership. As the story unfolded I 
took a few minutes to tap into a jihad 
portal to view images on the ground.  
�e citizens of Mosul noted 
government personnel �eeing the city in 
a convoy of vehicles.  Military uniforms 
were lying in the dirt at the military 
bases in both Mosul and Tikrit. I guess 
soldiers �ed in their underwear.  
Samarra was under attack. Within mere 
hours, the ISIS had secured a perimeter 
around six neighborhoods. �ey had 
their eye on a prize:  the Askari shrine.  
Kirkuk, a continual powder keg of 
sectarian political ri�-ra� also 
experienced the upheaval of urban 
warfare.

�e blitzkrieg worked. It was a 

spectacular display which unfolded 
minute-by-minute, hour-by-hour. 
Herein lies the truth.  When an ordinary 
soldier su�ers an incontinence episode 
in the heat of battle, that is �ne. Men 
can wet their britches and still be heroes. 
Soiled pants, sweat and cursing may 
prevail. But real soldiers do not abandon 
their weapons and run. And when 
command sta� have an incontinence 
episode and abandon their posts, all is 
lost. �at loss in Mosul included the 
release of several hundred men from 
prison.  Include them in the swelling 
ranks of the ISIS.

One thousand three hundred men 
accomplished a lightning fast strike 
against Mosul. Five hundred thousand 
citizens took �ight. Citizens fall in line 
with the posture of their government. If 
I see soldiers on my lawn directing a line 
of �re at the enemy, team Swo�ord will 
provide the �ank. �is is Texas. We are 

as well-armed as the average Somali 
warlord. But if I see soldiers shedding 
their uniforms on my lawn, it is time for 
the Swo�ord family to drive, bike, 
skateboard or �ee on foot. Good 
leadership inspires courage. Leaders 
who �ee their constituents inspire a 
di�erent type of reaction. It is called 
wild panic.

Iraq's central governance is crumbling. 
When this dynamic occurs in the 
Middle East, governance reverts to the 
understood norm. Local mosques 
function as both  command central and 
recruitment depot.  One citizen reporter 
on the ground reported that the mosque 
network was being used to appeal to 
“citizen rebels”.  �ink of Iran as the 
modern prototype for a central and local 
command link. �e use of mosques to 
facilitate the organization, and if 
needed, operational staging of the Basij 
moves with a workable plan. �is is done 

under the command of a central 
governing organ. But in con�ict zones 
where central oversight disappears 
political decisions and military 
operations return to a strong 
dependence on the writ of the 
scholar-in-residence to send up the 
battle cry. For God and country! �e 
imam is now the town crier.

But back to Mosul.  Five hundred 
thousand individuals �ed. Welcome to 
the latest humanitarian crisis.   When  
numbers are thrown about regarding a 
sudden diaspora uprooted due to the 
heat of battle it can be easy to 
experience emotional detachment.  But 
each number represents a heartbeat. 
�at person is important to me.  So I 
dawdled a bit over at the CIA World 

Factbook.  In Iraq, the demographic for 
age 0-14 is 36.7 percent of the 
population.  �e birth rate is 26.85 per 
thousand.  Plugging the numbers into 
the 0.5 million who �ed Mosul we now 
see heartbeat. Now, the faces of children 
emerge from the fog of war. Do the 
math. Consider the children on the run. 
Consider the mothers with babies that 
need to be carried along.  Imagine the 
food and water requirements.

�e insurgency is calling this latest push 
toward chaos:  Breaking Borders: 
Sykes-Picot.  �e rebel's mast is under 
the banner of “One front, one 
command.”

But in Najaf, an elderly senior statesman 
has had enough.  His Eminence the 
Grand Ayatollah al-Sayyed 'Ali 

al-Husyani al-Sistani has been 
threatened with assassination. �e 
con�guration of his security detail and 
layers of protection have been ramped 
up. I am aware of the changes  due to an 
inquiry made last month regarding his 
health. I was shocked to even consider 
the rami�cations for Iraqi citizens 
should this catastrophe transpire. �ere 
is no greater fury than religious fury.

�e problem which confronts the senior 
jurist is  broad in scope.  Shi'a who look 
to him for guidance are on the run.  One 
pivotal role of leadership is to provide 
direction during time of crisis.  Grand 
Ayatollah al-Sistani has given a call to 
arms. �e General speaks. Tribes will 
rise up. �ere will be blood.

Will the bloodshed be greater if the 
Grand Ayatollah is assassinated or will 
it be worse with this call to arms?  
When central governance is crumbling 
and a military is in retreat, is there is a 
legitimate place for the approach of the 
West toward what we consider a 
non-traditional chain of command? I 
believe so.  Many years ago I was told 
that one of the mistakes made by our 
command sta� entering Iraq was a total 
ignorance of the Grand Ayatollah's role 
in community life. Tradition holds that 
the Grand Ayatollah rarely raise their 
heads above the parapets in Najaf and 
Qom . But there is  also a tradition of 
using the rod of authority to issue a call 
to arms during times of population 
upheaval.  �e  power wielded cannot be 
discounted. �e Shi'a tribes are now on 
the move. An order has been given. All 
who give their allegiance are lining up 
by the thousands to spill their blood. It 
is no longer just about them. It is about 
chain of command.

Several weeks ago I viewed a 
propaganda video of 62 minutes in 
length. It included a scene with the 
beheading of a citizen. �e still images 
of the beheading were recently sent out 
as a Tweet and mainstream media 
picked up the story. �is is how the ISIS 
is operating in Iraq. Daily. �ere will be 
a response. Wretched judgment, raise 
thy hand.

he Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
plays a crucial role in global 
and regional economic 
development. It is a leading 

player in strengthening partnerships with 
Arab bilateral and multilateral partners 
for development assistance and scaling 
up support for countries in transition in 
many parts of the world. Despite weak 
global economic conditions and ongoing 
�nancial crunch, it is one of the fastest 
and most stable economic growth 
patterns in the world. Undoubtedly it 
holds a spiritual, economic, and political 
position that is rarely seen, and is 
respected all over the world. 

Nominal GDP and Real Growth Rates 
(2008-2014)

Saudi Arabia is the largest economy in 
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
and Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) and of course an active member 
of the G-20. It has been one of the major 
shareholders in so many generous 
humanitarian programs in the world 
which has successfully turned tears into 
smiles. Moreover, it also plays an 
important role in regional and global 
economic development as a major source 

of energy, overseas development 
assistance, foreign direct investment and 
remittances. 

Its miraculous socio-economic, massive 
geo-political and geo-strategic 
transformations are a result of the 
strategies that have been implemented 
since the rule of its founder King 
Abdulaziz Al Saud until today under the 
rule of the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques His Majesty King Abdullah ibn 
Abdulaziz. 

According to International Monetary 
Agency (IMF) latest report (May, 2014), 
economic growth in Saudi Arabia would 
be above 4 percent during 2014-15 
because of government spending and 
robust private sector activity. 
Furthermore, in�ationary pressure would 
be subdued. 

It also progresses to further reform the 
annual budget, introduce a medium-term 
budget framework, and develop tools to 
manage the volatility of oil revenues 
during 2014-15. 

Economic Diversi�cation 
�e government of Saudi Arabia has 
diversi�ed its macro-economy through 

power generation, telecommunications, 
natural gas exploration and 
petrochemical sectors. To attract foreign 
direct investment, the country acceded to 
WTO in 2005. It is carrying a 
multi-billion dollar development strategy 
to build six Green�eld economic cities 
and industrial zones in the country. By 
2020, the industrial cities will generate 
USD 150 billion in GDP and create 1.3 
million jobs. Its sincere e�orts to shift 
from an oil-based economy to a 
knowledge-based economy are 
substantiated by the record non-oil 
exports in 2013. Export oriented policies 
achieved current account surplus. 

It is derived economic diversi�cation to 
shift away from a volatile oil-centric 
economy. Now, it has the potential to 
reduce the impact of any future 
international �nancial crises, and is also 
creating signi�cant investment and 
�nancing opportunities. Recent 
announcements such as increase in the 
use of unconventional gas supplies, solar 
energy adoption, and introduction of 
nuclear and renewable energy are 
value-addition. �e diversi�cation of its 

economy has increased the net foreign 
assets by nearly $166 billion in 2012 and 
the funds are set to surpass $one trillion 
in 2015 for the �rst time in the 
Kingdom’s history.

�e IMF projected the assets, controlled 
by the Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency 
(SAMA), central bank, to smash the 
$one trillion barrier for the �rst time to 
peak at an all-time high of $1,058 trillion 
at the end of 2015. It is expected for the 
assets to further swell to $1,128 trillion at 
the end of 2016 and break another record 
of $1,213 trillion at the end of 2017. 

Dividends of 10th Development Plan 
(2013-14)
Saudi Arabia controls about 17 percent of 
the world’s proven petroleum reserves.  
Since 1970s, the government sponsored 
�ve-year development plans control the 
economic policy framework of the 
country, with �scal policy taking a central 
role, and thereby creating a strong link 
between �scal spending and economic 
activity.

�e government’s �scal policy is geared 
towards development objectives: 
investment in social and economic 
infrastructure, economic diversi�cation, 
and achieving macroeconomic stability.

Saudi Arabian 10th development plan 
concentrated more on the quality of the 
spending, the quality of the deliverables 
and the quality of the services that are 
provided to its people. It took new 
qualitative measures to improve its 
economic development, signaling a 
potential shift of emphasis in its drive to 
raise living standards by spending tens of 
billions of dollars on welfare.

According to a latest report by 
International Data Corporation (IDC), 
Saudi Arabia’s healthcare IT market is 
forecast to rise by 11 percent annually 
and is one of the fastest growing markets 
in the world. IT spending in Saudi 

Arabia is due to modernization and 
expansion of hospitals and clinics as the 
country looks to increase its bed capacity 
to 30,000. Due to which healthcare is 
also the second fastest growing sector 
after government in terms of IT 
spending. �e report also predicts that IT 
support services will be the fastest 
growing service areas in the country.

Saudi Budget 2014 
Saudi Arabia announced its 2014 budget 
which is a balanced budget of $228 
billion. �is is the sixth budget since the 

global �nancial crisis. It adopted the 
expansionary path. Education, health and 
infrastructure received major allocations 
of the budget. Government expenditure 
rose in 2013 to $247 billion, an increase 
of 15 percent over 2012. Spending went 
over budgeted outlay by about 13 percent.

Saudi gross domestic product (GDP) 
registered a record level of $745 billion in 
2013, by far the largest GCC and Arab 
economy, making it the 19th economy in 
the world in GDP size, ahead of 
Switzerland, Sweden, Norway and Iran. 

Due to rigorous diversi�cation of 
economy, oil GDP in fact declined in 
2013 by nearly four percent, while 
non-oil sector grew by over 9 percent. �e 
healthy growth in the private sector 
moderated the impact of the oil sector 

decline, pointing again to the signi�cance 
of economic diversi�cation and the need 
for encouraging the private sector to have 
a larger share in the GDP. When that 
happens, the private sector would be able 
to better cushion the impact of volatile oil 
prices.

Over the past eight years (2006-2013), 
Saudi Arabia has spent over $1.36 trillion 
in its general budgets, plus scores of 
billions more in special additional 
programs. It is planning to spend another 
$228 billion during 2014. During those 
years, it launched thousands of projects. 
In 2013 alone, the Ministry of Finance 
reviewed 2,330 projects valued at $48 
billion. 

With so many projects started, 
administrative and technical capacities of 
both government agencies and the 
private sector have been stretched to the 
limit and beyond. As a result, hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, of project are running 
behind schedule. 

Concluding Remarks 
�e Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, largest 
economy in the GCC and MENA 

always plays a very important role in the 
peace, harmony and stability of the 
region and world alike.  It is seriously 
advocating having GCC joint security 
shield, energy cooperation, food security, 
joint strategy against terrorism, 
extremism. 

It is also an active member of G-20 and 
plays its supportive role through 
international assistance and easy and 
smooth supply of oil. Now, Saudi Arabia 
is one of the fastest growing markets in 
built-assets among the world’s 30 highest 
grossing countries in the world.

DEVELOPMENT
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cientists from Africa and Asia 
will collaborate on research 
into climate risks in order to 
share knowledge between 

regions and help vulnerable 
communities adapt.

Speaking at the launch of the 
Collaborative Adaptation Research 
Initiative in Africa and Asia (CARIAA) 
in Kathmandu on April 30, leaders of 
the organisations involved in the new 
programme said that demographic 
trends and climate measurements in 
similar environments across both 
regions indicate that a large number of 
people and their livelihoods are at risk 
from the e�ects of climate change.

�e experts hope that the initiative will 
contribute to innovative adaptation and 
mitigation programmes that they say are 
urgently needed to address the e�ects of 
rising temperatures and climatic 
variability across Africa and Asia.

Supported by 70 million Canadian 
dollars ($64 million) of funding over 
seven years by Canada’s International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC) 
and the UK Department for 
International Development, CARIAA 
will bring together researchers in a 
variety of disciplines from Asia and 
Africa to tackle problems common to 

both regions, such as droughts and rising 
sea levels, and to try to �nd adaptive 
solutions that can be applied on both 
continents.

“Collaboration on adaptation research 
holds a range of large-scale mutual 
bene�ts (for) both Africa and Asia 
regions,” said Rajendra Pachauri, chair 
of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change and director-general of 
India-based �e Energy and Resources 
Institute, a member of a research 
consortium supported by CARIAA. “It 
will enrich our knowledge on options 
available to help the most vulnerable 
populations in a wide range of countries 
and regions.”

‘HOTSPOT’ FOCUS
�e CARIAA researchers hope to 
stimulate e�ective policies and actions 
for three types of climate “hotspots” – 
semi-arid regions in Africa and South 
and Central Asia, major river deltas in 
Africa and South Asia, and Himalayan 
river basins.

�e scientists hope that African and 
Asian nations will collaborate on pest 
resistance, drought- and salt-tolerant 
crops, gene banks, improved seed 
production, post-harvest management, 
rainwater harvesting and e�cient water 

use.

Bernard Cantin, programme leader for 
CARIAA-IDRC, said the programme 
will fund four consortia consisting of 
�ve member institutions, bringing a 
range of regional, scienti�c and 
socio-economic development expertise 
to bear on climate vulnerability and 
options for adaption, including physical, 
social, economic and political 
dimensions.

�is approach will enable greater 
South-South sharing of knowledge and 
experience, and encourage innovation to 
strengthen adaptation and resilience 
among the poor, Cantin added.

�e consortium working on deltas 
includes the Institute of Water and 
Flood Management at Bangladesh 
University of Technology and 
Engineering, and India’s Jadavpur 
University, along with teams from 
Egypt, Ghana, and the United 
Kingdom. It will carry out research on 
the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna 
delta in Bangladesh, India’s Mahanadi 
delta, the Nile delta in Egypt and the 
Volta in Ghana to examine migration as 
an adaptation option for the most 
vulnerable.

Two consortia will study semi-arid 

safeguard populations from the risks 
associated with climate change, 
hundreds of millions of people will be 
a�ected by coastal �ooding or displaced 
due to land loss by 2100. �e majority of 
those a�ected will be from East, 
Southeast and South Asia.

In semi-arid parts of Asia and also in 
Africa, more frequent and prolonged 
droughts have already started 
threatening agriculture and livestock, 
key sources of food and livelihood.

Dominique Charron, director of the 
agriculture and environment wing at 
Canada’s International Development 
Research Centre, said CARIAA’s 
programming would help communities 
and countries prepare for likely shifts in 
their livelihood base resulting from 
changing weather patterns in Asia and 
Africa.

“It will also build expertise in climate 
change adaptation in di�erent 
agro-climatic regions and provide 
lasting networks for exchange of this 
new knowledge between southern and 
northern institutions,” Charron added.

He said the research teams would work 
with local people and organisations to 
simulate potential changes in migration 
and land use that might result from 
climate change, and the di�erent 
adaptation choices facing a�ected 
populations.

Since the impacts of climate change on 
natural ecosystems do not follow 
national borders, there is a need for 
cross-boundary collaboration between 
countries to better understand climate 
threats and discover adaptation and 
mitigation strategies that work, said 
Saleemul Huq, director of the 
International Centre for Climate 
Change and Development.

Huq added that the researchers taking 
part in the initiative must closely 
collaborate with policymakers and 
planners to translate their research 
�ndings into adaptation and mitigation 
plans that would represent real solutions.

regions: the Indian Institute for Human 
Settlements (IIHS) will study 
longer-term approaches to climate 
adaptation at scale in one consortium, 
and the Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute in Pakistan will contribute to 
research by another consortium aiming 
to identify economic threats and 
opportunities posed by climate change 
in semi-arid areas. Other partners in 
these consortia are from Senegal, South 
Africa, Tanzania, the United Kingdom 
and the United States.

Sumetee Pahwa Gajjar of IIHS believes 
that by focusing research on common 
hotspot challenges across di�erent 
contexts, new opportunities and insights 
can emerge for adaptation at scale in 
semi-arid regions.

CARIAA’s consortium on adaptation 
strategies in the Himalayan river basins 
is being led by the Kathmandu-based 
International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD). Its 
partners include organizations from 
Bangladesh, India, the Netherlands and 
Pakistan.

“CARIAA will provide key insights into 
future scenarios of water supply and 
availability to identify e�ective 
adaptation options available at a local, 
national and regional scale in the 
countries dependent on the Hindu Kush 
Himalayas glaciers,” said David Molden, 
director-general of ICIMOD.

Molden added that the programme 
would develop case studies from each of 
the participating countries in Asia to 
better understand climate issues and 
develop research-based adaptation plans.

Pachauri believes many areas of Asia are 
extremely vulnerable to climate change. 
Any alteration in temperature and 
precipitation, he said, would a�ect the 
way snow and ice melt in the Hindu 
Kush Himalayan region, as well as 
atmospheric circulation patterns that 
drive the South Asian summer 
monsoon.

COMING THREATS
�e Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change’s projections warn that 
without adaptation measures to 



he combined forces of the 
ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq 
and al-Sham) swept through 
Mosul with lightning speed.  

�is speed was accelerated by the �ight 
of leadership. As the story unfolded I 
took a few minutes to tap into a jihad 
portal to view images on the ground.  
�e citizens of Mosul noted 
government personnel �eeing the city in 
a convoy of vehicles.  Military uniforms 
were lying in the dirt at the military 
bases in both Mosul and Tikrit. I guess 
soldiers �ed in their underwear.  
Samarra was under attack. Within mere 
hours, the ISIS had secured a perimeter 
around six neighborhoods. �ey had 
their eye on a prize:  the Askari shrine.  
Kirkuk, a continual powder keg of 
sectarian political ri�-ra� also 
experienced the upheaval of urban 
warfare.

�e blitzkrieg worked. It was a 

spectacular display which unfolded 
minute-by-minute, hour-by-hour. 
Herein lies the truth.  When an ordinary 
soldier su�ers an incontinence episode 
in the heat of battle, that is �ne. Men 
can wet their britches and still be heroes. 
Soiled pants, sweat and cursing may 
prevail. But real soldiers do not abandon 
their weapons and run. And when 
command sta� have an incontinence 
episode and abandon their posts, all is 
lost. �at loss in Mosul included the 
release of several hundred men from 
prison.  Include them in the swelling 
ranks of the ISIS.

One thousand three hundred men 
accomplished a lightning fast strike 
against Mosul. Five hundred thousand 
citizens took �ight. Citizens fall in line 
with the posture of their government. If 
I see soldiers on my lawn directing a line 
of �re at the enemy, team Swo�ord will 
provide the �ank. �is is Texas. We are 

as well-armed as the average Somali 
warlord. But if I see soldiers shedding 
their uniforms on my lawn, it is time for 
the Swo�ord family to drive, bike, 
skateboard or �ee on foot. Good 
leadership inspires courage. Leaders 
who �ee their constituents inspire a 
di�erent type of reaction. It is called 
wild panic.

Iraq's central governance is crumbling. 
When this dynamic occurs in the 
Middle East, governance reverts to the 
understood norm. Local mosques 
function as both  command central and 
recruitment depot.  One citizen reporter 
on the ground reported that the mosque 
network was being used to appeal to 
“citizen rebels”.  �ink of Iran as the 
modern prototype for a central and local 
command link. �e use of mosques to 
facilitate the organization, and if 
needed, operational staging of the Basij 
moves with a workable plan. �is is done 

under the command of a central 
governing organ. But in con�ict zones 
where central oversight disappears 
political decisions and military 
operations return to a strong 
dependence on the writ of the 
scholar-in-residence to send up the 
battle cry. For God and country! �e 
imam is now the town crier.

But back to Mosul.  Five hundred 
thousand individuals �ed. Welcome to 
the latest humanitarian crisis.   When  
numbers are thrown about regarding a 
sudden diaspora uprooted due to the 
heat of battle it can be easy to 
experience emotional detachment.  But 
each number represents a heartbeat. 
�at person is important to me.  So I 
dawdled a bit over at the CIA World 

Factbook.  In Iraq, the demographic for 
age 0-14 is 36.7 percent of the 
population.  �e birth rate is 26.85 per 
thousand.  Plugging the numbers into 
the 0.5 million who �ed Mosul we now 
see heartbeat. Now, the faces of children 
emerge from the fog of war. Do the 
math. Consider the children on the run. 
Consider the mothers with babies that 
need to be carried along.  Imagine the 
food and water requirements.

�e insurgency is calling this latest push 
toward chaos:  Breaking Borders: 
Sykes-Picot.  �e rebel's mast is under 
the banner of “One front, one 
command.”

But in Najaf, an elderly senior statesman 
has had enough.  His Eminence the 
Grand Ayatollah al-Sayyed 'Ali 

al-Husyani al-Sistani has been 
threatened with assassination. �e 
con�guration of his security detail and 
layers of protection have been ramped 
up. I am aware of the changes  due to an 
inquiry made last month regarding his 
health. I was shocked to even consider 
the rami�cations for Iraqi citizens 
should this catastrophe transpire. �ere 
is no greater fury than religious fury.

�e problem which confronts the senior 
jurist is  broad in scope.  Shi'a who look 
to him for guidance are on the run.  One 
pivotal role of leadership is to provide 
direction during time of crisis.  Grand 
Ayatollah al-Sistani has given a call to 
arms. �e General speaks. Tribes will 
rise up. �ere will be blood.

Will the bloodshed be greater if the 
Grand Ayatollah is assassinated or will 
it be worse with this call to arms?  
When central governance is crumbling 
and a military is in retreat, is there is a 
legitimate place for the approach of the 
West toward what we consider a 
non-traditional chain of command? I 
believe so.  Many years ago I was told 
that one of the mistakes made by our 
command sta� entering Iraq was a total 
ignorance of the Grand Ayatollah's role 
in community life. Tradition holds that 
the Grand Ayatollah rarely raise their 
heads above the parapets in Najaf and 
Qom . But there is  also a tradition of 
using the rod of authority to issue a call 
to arms during times of population 
upheaval.  �e  power wielded cannot be 
discounted. �e Shi'a tribes are now on 
the move. An order has been given. All 
who give their allegiance are lining up 
by the thousands to spill their blood. It 
is no longer just about them. It is about 
chain of command.

Several weeks ago I viewed a 
propaganda video of 62 minutes in 
length. It included a scene with the 
beheading of a citizen. �e still images 
of the beheading were recently sent out 
as a Tweet and mainstream media 
picked up the story. �is is how the ISIS 
is operating in Iraq. Daily. �ere will be 
a response. Wretched judgment, raise 
thy hand.

he Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
plays a crucial role in global 
and regional economic 
development. It is a leading 

player in strengthening partnerships with 
Arab bilateral and multilateral partners 
for development assistance and scaling 
up support for countries in transition in 
many parts of the world. Despite weak 
global economic conditions and ongoing 
�nancial crunch, it is one of the fastest 
and most stable economic growth 
patterns in the world. Undoubtedly it 
holds a spiritual, economic, and political 
position that is rarely seen, and is 
respected all over the world. 

Nominal GDP and Real Growth Rates 
(2008-2014)

Saudi Arabia is the largest economy in 
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
and Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) and of course an active member 
of the G-20. It has been one of the major 
shareholders in so many generous 
humanitarian programs in the world 
which has successfully turned tears into 
smiles. Moreover, it also plays an 
important role in regional and global 
economic development as a major source 

of energy, overseas development 
assistance, foreign direct investment and 
remittances. 

Its miraculous socio-economic, massive 
geo-political and geo-strategic 
transformations are a result of the 
strategies that have been implemented 
since the rule of its founder King 
Abdulaziz Al Saud until today under the 
rule of the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques His Majesty King Abdullah ibn 
Abdulaziz. 

According to International Monetary 
Agency (IMF) latest report (May, 2014), 
economic growth in Saudi Arabia would 
be above 4 percent during 2014-15 
because of government spending and 
robust private sector activity. 
Furthermore, in�ationary pressure would 
be subdued. 

It also progresses to further reform the 
annual budget, introduce a medium-term 
budget framework, and develop tools to 
manage the volatility of oil revenues 
during 2014-15. 

Economic Diversi�cation 
�e government of Saudi Arabia has 
diversi�ed its macro-economy through 

power generation, telecommunications, 
natural gas exploration and 
petrochemical sectors. To attract foreign 
direct investment, the country acceded to 
WTO in 2005. It is carrying a 
multi-billion dollar development strategy 
to build six Green�eld economic cities 
and industrial zones in the country. By 
2020, the industrial cities will generate 
USD 150 billion in GDP and create 1.3 
million jobs. Its sincere e�orts to shift 
from an oil-based economy to a 
knowledge-based economy are 
substantiated by the record non-oil 
exports in 2013. Export oriented policies 
achieved current account surplus. 

It is derived economic diversi�cation to 
shift away from a volatile oil-centric 
economy. Now, it has the potential to 
reduce the impact of any future 
international �nancial crises, and is also 
creating signi�cant investment and 
�nancing opportunities. Recent 
announcements such as increase in the 
use of unconventional gas supplies, solar 
energy adoption, and introduction of 
nuclear and renewable energy are 
value-addition. �e diversi�cation of its 

economy has increased the net foreign 
assets by nearly $166 billion in 2012 and 
the funds are set to surpass $one trillion 
in 2015 for the �rst time in the 
Kingdom’s history.

�e IMF projected the assets, controlled 
by the Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency 
(SAMA), central bank, to smash the 
$one trillion barrier for the �rst time to 
peak at an all-time high of $1,058 trillion 
at the end of 2015. It is expected for the 
assets to further swell to $1,128 trillion at 
the end of 2016 and break another record 
of $1,213 trillion at the end of 2017. 

Dividends of 10th Development Plan 
(2013-14)
Saudi Arabia controls about 17 percent of 
the world’s proven petroleum reserves.  
Since 1970s, the government sponsored 
�ve-year development plans control the 
economic policy framework of the 
country, with �scal policy taking a central 
role, and thereby creating a strong link 
between �scal spending and economic 
activity.

�e government’s �scal policy is geared 
towards development objectives: 
investment in social and economic 
infrastructure, economic diversi�cation, 
and achieving macroeconomic stability.

Saudi Arabian 10th development plan 
concentrated more on the quality of the 
spending, the quality of the deliverables 
and the quality of the services that are 
provided to its people. It took new 
qualitative measures to improve its 
economic development, signaling a 
potential shift of emphasis in its drive to 
raise living standards by spending tens of 
billions of dollars on welfare.

According to a latest report by 
International Data Corporation (IDC), 
Saudi Arabia’s healthcare IT market is 
forecast to rise by 11 percent annually 
and is one of the fastest growing markets 
in the world. IT spending in Saudi 

Arabia is due to modernization and 
expansion of hospitals and clinics as the 
country looks to increase its bed capacity 
to 30,000. Due to which healthcare is 
also the second fastest growing sector 
after government in terms of IT 
spending. �e report also predicts that IT 
support services will be the fastest 
growing service areas in the country.

Saudi Budget 2014 
Saudi Arabia announced its 2014 budget 
which is a balanced budget of $228 
billion. �is is the sixth budget since the 

global �nancial crisis. It adopted the 
expansionary path. Education, health and 
infrastructure received major allocations 
of the budget. Government expenditure 
rose in 2013 to $247 billion, an increase 
of 15 percent over 2012. Spending went 
over budgeted outlay by about 13 percent.

Saudi gross domestic product (GDP) 
registered a record level of $745 billion in 
2013, by far the largest GCC and Arab 
economy, making it the 19th economy in 
the world in GDP size, ahead of 
Switzerland, Sweden, Norway and Iran. 

Due to rigorous diversi�cation of 
economy, oil GDP in fact declined in 
2013 by nearly four percent, while 
non-oil sector grew by over 9 percent. �e 
healthy growth in the private sector 
moderated the impact of the oil sector 

decline, pointing again to the signi�cance 
of economic diversi�cation and the need 
for encouraging the private sector to have 
a larger share in the GDP. When that 
happens, the private sector would be able 
to better cushion the impact of volatile oil 
prices.

Over the past eight years (2006-2013), 
Saudi Arabia has spent over $1.36 trillion 
in its general budgets, plus scores of 
billions more in special additional 
programs. It is planning to spend another 
$228 billion during 2014. During those 
years, it launched thousands of projects. 
In 2013 alone, the Ministry of Finance 
reviewed 2,330 projects valued at $48 
billion. 

With so many projects started, 
administrative and technical capacities of 
both government agencies and the 
private sector have been stretched to the 
limit and beyond. As a result, hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, of project are running 
behind schedule. 

Concluding Remarks 
�e Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, largest 
economy in the GCC and MENA 

always plays a very important role in the 
peace, harmony and stability of the 
region and world alike.  It is seriously 
advocating having GCC joint security 
shield, energy cooperation, food security, 
joint strategy against terrorism, 
extremism. 

It is also an active member of G-20 and 
plays its supportive role through 
international assistance and easy and 
smooth supply of oil. Now, Saudi Arabia 
is one of the fastest growing markets in 
built-assets among the world’s 30 highest 
grossing countries in the world.
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Economic Indicators
Nominal GDP ($bn)
GDP Per Capita ($’ 000)
Real GDP (% change)
Non-Oil GDP
Commercial bank deposit (SR bn)
(% change)
In�ation 
Current a/c balance (SR bn)
Imports (-)
Current account (percent of GDP)
SAMA’s net foreign assets

2011
669.6

23602.4
8.6
7.7

1103.6
12.1
3.7
15.9
97.4
12.7
440.4

2012
727.2

24789.9
5.1
5.0

1215.0
10.1
2.9

177.4
120.0
23.7
535.2

2013
742.5

24477.6
5.8
4.8

1390.8
14.5
4.0

123.1
141.8
22.4
647.6

2014f
768.9

24516.6
4.6
4.2

1571.6
13.0
4.1
93.3
152.7
17.9
716.7

2015f
806.9

24901.2
4.5
3.9

1760.2
12.0
4.2
73.0
163.3
15.4
768.5
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cientists from Africa and Asia 
will collaborate on research 
into climate risks in order to 
share knowledge between 

regions and help vulnerable 
communities adapt.

Speaking at the launch of the 
Collaborative Adaptation Research 
Initiative in Africa and Asia (CARIAA) 
in Kathmandu on April 30, leaders of 
the organisations involved in the new 
programme said that demographic 
trends and climate measurements in 
similar environments across both 
regions indicate that a large number of 
people and their livelihoods are at risk 
from the e�ects of climate change.

�e experts hope that the initiative will 
contribute to innovative adaptation and 
mitigation programmes that they say are 
urgently needed to address the e�ects of 
rising temperatures and climatic 
variability across Africa and Asia.

Supported by 70 million Canadian 
dollars ($64 million) of funding over 
seven years by Canada’s International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC) 
and the UK Department for 
International Development, CARIAA 
will bring together researchers in a 
variety of disciplines from Asia and 
Africa to tackle problems common to 

both regions, such as droughts and rising 
sea levels, and to try to �nd adaptive 
solutions that can be applied on both 
continents.

“Collaboration on adaptation research 
holds a range of large-scale mutual 
bene�ts (for) both Africa and Asia 
regions,” said Rajendra Pachauri, chair 
of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change and director-general of 
India-based �e Energy and Resources 
Institute, a member of a research 
consortium supported by CARIAA. “It 
will enrich our knowledge on options 
available to help the most vulnerable 
populations in a wide range of countries 
and regions.”

‘HOTSPOT’ FOCUS
�e CARIAA researchers hope to 
stimulate e�ective policies and actions 
for three types of climate “hotspots” – 
semi-arid regions in Africa and South 
and Central Asia, major river deltas in 
Africa and South Asia, and Himalayan 
river basins.

�e scientists hope that African and 
Asian nations will collaborate on pest 
resistance, drought- and salt-tolerant 
crops, gene banks, improved seed 
production, post-harvest management, 
rainwater harvesting and e�cient water 

use.

Bernard Cantin, programme leader for 
CARIAA-IDRC, said the programme 
will fund four consortia consisting of 
�ve member institutions, bringing a 
range of regional, scienti�c and 
socio-economic development expertise 
to bear on climate vulnerability and 
options for adaption, including physical, 
social, economic and political 
dimensions.

�is approach will enable greater 
South-South sharing of knowledge and 
experience, and encourage innovation to 
strengthen adaptation and resilience 
among the poor, Cantin added.

�e consortium working on deltas 
includes the Institute of Water and 
Flood Management at Bangladesh 
University of Technology and 
Engineering, and India’s Jadavpur 
University, along with teams from 
Egypt, Ghana, and the United 
Kingdom. It will carry out research on 
the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna 
delta in Bangladesh, India’s Mahanadi 
delta, the Nile delta in Egypt and the 
Volta in Ghana to examine migration as 
an adaptation option for the most 
vulnerable.

Two consortia will study semi-arid 

safeguard populations from the risks 
associated with climate change, 
hundreds of millions of people will be 
a�ected by coastal �ooding or displaced 
due to land loss by 2100. �e majority of 
those a�ected will be from East, 
Southeast and South Asia.

In semi-arid parts of Asia and also in 
Africa, more frequent and prolonged 
droughts have already started 
threatening agriculture and livestock, 
key sources of food and livelihood.

Dominique Charron, director of the 
agriculture and environment wing at 
Canada’s International Development 
Research Centre, said CARIAA’s 
programming would help communities 
and countries prepare for likely shifts in 
their livelihood base resulting from 
changing weather patterns in Asia and 
Africa.

“It will also build expertise in climate 
change adaptation in di�erent 
agro-climatic regions and provide 
lasting networks for exchange of this 
new knowledge between southern and 
northern institutions,” Charron added.

He said the research teams would work 
with local people and organisations to 
simulate potential changes in migration 
and land use that might result from 
climate change, and the di�erent 
adaptation choices facing a�ected 
populations.

Since the impacts of climate change on 
natural ecosystems do not follow 
national borders, there is a need for 
cross-boundary collaboration between 
countries to better understand climate 
threats and discover adaptation and 
mitigation strategies that work, said 
Saleemul Huq, director of the 
International Centre for Climate 
Change and Development.

Huq added that the researchers taking 
part in the initiative must closely 
collaborate with policymakers and 
planners to translate their research 
�ndings into adaptation and mitigation 
plans that would represent real solutions.

regions: the Indian Institute for Human 
Settlements (IIHS) will study 
longer-term approaches to climate 
adaptation at scale in one consortium, 
and the Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute in Pakistan will contribute to 
research by another consortium aiming 
to identify economic threats and 
opportunities posed by climate change 
in semi-arid areas. Other partners in 
these consortia are from Senegal, South 
Africa, Tanzania, the United Kingdom 
and the United States.

Sumetee Pahwa Gajjar of IIHS believes 
that by focusing research on common 
hotspot challenges across di�erent 
contexts, new opportunities and insights 
can emerge for adaptation at scale in 
semi-arid regions.

CARIAA’s consortium on adaptation 
strategies in the Himalayan river basins 
is being led by the Kathmandu-based 
International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD). Its 
partners include organizations from 
Bangladesh, India, the Netherlands and 
Pakistan.

“CARIAA will provide key insights into 
future scenarios of water supply and 
availability to identify e�ective 
adaptation options available at a local, 
national and regional scale in the 
countries dependent on the Hindu Kush 
Himalayas glaciers,” said David Molden, 
director-general of ICIMOD.

Molden added that the programme 
would develop case studies from each of 
the participating countries in Asia to 
better understand climate issues and 
develop research-based adaptation plans.

Pachauri believes many areas of Asia are 
extremely vulnerable to climate change. 
Any alteration in temperature and 
precipitation, he said, would a�ect the 
way snow and ice melt in the Hindu 
Kush Himalayan region, as well as 
atmospheric circulation patterns that 
drive the South Asian summer 
monsoon.

COMING THREATS
�e Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change’s projections warn that 
without adaptation measures to 



he combined forces of the 
ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq 
and al-Sham) swept through 
Mosul with lightning speed.  

�is speed was accelerated by the �ight 
of leadership. As the story unfolded I 
took a few minutes to tap into a jihad 
portal to view images on the ground.  
�e citizens of Mosul noted 
government personnel �eeing the city in 
a convoy of vehicles.  Military uniforms 
were lying in the dirt at the military 
bases in both Mosul and Tikrit. I guess 
soldiers �ed in their underwear.  
Samarra was under attack. Within mere 
hours, the ISIS had secured a perimeter 
around six neighborhoods. �ey had 
their eye on a prize:  the Askari shrine.  
Kirkuk, a continual powder keg of 
sectarian political ri�-ra� also 
experienced the upheaval of urban 
warfare.

�e blitzkrieg worked. It was a 

spectacular display which unfolded 
minute-by-minute, hour-by-hour. 
Herein lies the truth.  When an ordinary 
soldier su�ers an incontinence episode 
in the heat of battle, that is �ne. Men 
can wet their britches and still be heroes. 
Soiled pants, sweat and cursing may 
prevail. But real soldiers do not abandon 
their weapons and run. And when 
command sta� have an incontinence 
episode and abandon their posts, all is 
lost. �at loss in Mosul included the 
release of several hundred men from 
prison.  Include them in the swelling 
ranks of the ISIS.

One thousand three hundred men 
accomplished a lightning fast strike 
against Mosul. Five hundred thousand 
citizens took �ight. Citizens fall in line 
with the posture of their government. If 
I see soldiers on my lawn directing a line 
of �re at the enemy, team Swo�ord will 
provide the �ank. �is is Texas. We are 

as well-armed as the average Somali 
warlord. But if I see soldiers shedding 
their uniforms on my lawn, it is time for 
the Swo�ord family to drive, bike, 
skateboard or �ee on foot. Good 
leadership inspires courage. Leaders 
who �ee their constituents inspire a 
di�erent type of reaction. It is called 
wild panic.

Iraq's central governance is crumbling. 
When this dynamic occurs in the 
Middle East, governance reverts to the 
understood norm. Local mosques 
function as both  command central and 
recruitment depot.  One citizen reporter 
on the ground reported that the mosque 
network was being used to appeal to 
“citizen rebels”.  �ink of Iran as the 
modern prototype for a central and local 
command link. �e use of mosques to 
facilitate the organization, and if 
needed, operational staging of the Basij 
moves with a workable plan. �is is done 

under the command of a central 
governing organ. But in con�ict zones 
where central oversight disappears 
political decisions and military 
operations return to a strong 
dependence on the writ of the 
scholar-in-residence to send up the 
battle cry. For God and country! �e 
imam is now the town crier.

But back to Mosul.  Five hundred 
thousand individuals �ed. Welcome to 
the latest humanitarian crisis.   When  
numbers are thrown about regarding a 
sudden diaspora uprooted due to the 
heat of battle it can be easy to 
experience emotional detachment.  But 
each number represents a heartbeat. 
�at person is important to me.  So I 
dawdled a bit over at the CIA World 

Factbook.  In Iraq, the demographic for 
age 0-14 is 36.7 percent of the 
population.  �e birth rate is 26.85 per 
thousand.  Plugging the numbers into 
the 0.5 million who �ed Mosul we now 
see heartbeat. Now, the faces of children 
emerge from the fog of war. Do the 
math. Consider the children on the run. 
Consider the mothers with babies that 
need to be carried along.  Imagine the 
food and water requirements.

�e insurgency is calling this latest push 
toward chaos:  Breaking Borders: 
Sykes-Picot.  �e rebel's mast is under 
the banner of “One front, one 
command.”

But in Najaf, an elderly senior statesman 
has had enough.  His Eminence the 
Grand Ayatollah al-Sayyed 'Ali 

al-Husyani al-Sistani has been 
threatened with assassination. �e 
con�guration of his security detail and 
layers of protection have been ramped 
up. I am aware of the changes  due to an 
inquiry made last month regarding his 
health. I was shocked to even consider 
the rami�cations for Iraqi citizens 
should this catastrophe transpire. �ere 
is no greater fury than religious fury.

�e problem which confronts the senior 
jurist is  broad in scope.  Shi'a who look 
to him for guidance are on the run.  One 
pivotal role of leadership is to provide 
direction during time of crisis.  Grand 
Ayatollah al-Sistani has given a call to 
arms. �e General speaks. Tribes will 
rise up. �ere will be blood.

Will the bloodshed be greater if the 
Grand Ayatollah is assassinated or will 
it be worse with this call to arms?  
When central governance is crumbling 
and a military is in retreat, is there is a 
legitimate place for the approach of the 
West toward what we consider a 
non-traditional chain of command? I 
believe so.  Many years ago I was told 
that one of the mistakes made by our 
command sta� entering Iraq was a total 
ignorance of the Grand Ayatollah's role 
in community life. Tradition holds that 
the Grand Ayatollah rarely raise their 
heads above the parapets in Najaf and 
Qom . But there is  also a tradition of 
using the rod of authority to issue a call 
to arms during times of population 
upheaval.  �e  power wielded cannot be 
discounted. �e Shi'a tribes are now on 
the move. An order has been given. All 
who give their allegiance are lining up 
by the thousands to spill their blood. It 
is no longer just about them. It is about 
chain of command.

Several weeks ago I viewed a 
propaganda video of 62 minutes in 
length. It included a scene with the 
beheading of a citizen. �e still images 
of the beheading were recently sent out 
as a Tweet and mainstream media 
picked up the story. �is is how the ISIS 
is operating in Iraq. Daily. �ere will be 
a response. Wretched judgment, raise 
thy hand.

ying has long been a part of 
everyday life and people cannot 
get through the day without 
being deceptive. Yet lying 

remains almost entirely ignored in the 
total context of matter, only leaving 
serious discussion of the topic in the 
hands of ethicists and theologians. 
Intellectuals write next to nothing about 
deception and society condemns lies only 
in a brief stance on detecting them. But 
as psychiatrists delve deeper into the 
details of deception, they are �nding that 
lying is a surprisingly common and 
complex phenomenon.

Most people lie once or twice a 
day—almost as often as they snack from 
the refrigerator or brush their teeth. Both 
men and women lie in approximately a 
�fth of their social exchanges lasting 10 
or more minutes; over the course of a 
week they deceive about 30 per cent of 
others and ignore when they receive 
con�icting messages about lying. 
Although we are socialized from the time 

we can speak to believe that it is always 
better to tell the truth, in reality society 
often encourages and even rewards 
deception. Show up late for an early 
morning meeting at work and it is best 
not to admit that you overslept. You get 
punished far more than you would be if 
you lie and say you were stuck in tra�c. 
Moreover, lying is integral to many 
occupations. �ink how often we see 
lawyers constructing far-fetched theories 
on behalf of their clients or reporters 
misrepresenting themselves in order to 
gain access to good stories that they 
interact one-on-one.

Not surprisingly, frequent liars tend to be 
manipulative and Machiavellian, not to 
mention overly concerned with the 
impression they make on others. 
Interestingly the closer we are to 
someone, the more likely it is that the lies 
we tell them will be altruistic ones. 
Although the sexes lie with equal 
frequency, women are especially likely to 
stretch the truth in order to protect 

someone else's feelings. Men, on the 
other hand, are more prone to lying about 
themselves—the typical conversation 
between two men contains about eight 
times as many self-oriented lies as it does 
falsehoods about other people.

We tend to think that people are either 
honest or dishonest. We like to believe 
that most people are virtuous, but a few 
bad apples spoil the bunch. If this were 
true, society might easily remedy its 
problems with cheating and dishonesty. 
Human-resources departments could 
screen for cheaters when hiring. 
Dishonest �nancial advisers or building 
contractors could be �agged quickly and 
shunned. Cheaters in sports and other 
arenas would be easy to spot before they 
rose to the tops of their professions. But 
that is not how dishonesty works.

Everybody has the capacity to be 
dishonest, and almost everybody 
cheats—just by a little. Except for a few 
outliers at the top and bottom, the 
behaviour of almost everyone is driven by 

two opposing motivations. On one hand, 
we want to bene�t from cheating and get 
as much money and glory as possible; on 
the other hand, we want to view ourselves 
as honest, honourable people. Sadly, it is 
this kind of small-scale mass cheating, 
not the high-pro�le cases, that is most 
corrosive to society.

Many of us believe that, other things 
being equal, it is morally worse to lie to 
someone than to merely mislead them. 
But what exactly is the distinction 
between lying and misleading? And, once 
the distinction is clearly understood, is it 
really the case that lying is morally worse 
than misleading? My literary attempt to 
answer these questions involves an 
intriguing mix of issues in ethics and the 
philosophy of language, and the results 
are used to illuminate a range of 
examples from politics and the law, 
among other areas. 

�e traditional view of lying holds that 
this phenomenon involves two central 
components: stating what one does not 

believe oneself and doing so with the 
intention to deceive. �is view remained 
the generally accepted view of the nature 
of lying until very recently, with the 
intention-to-deceive requirement now 
coming under repeated attack. In this 
article, I argue that the tides have turned 
too quickly in the literature on lying. For 
a while it is indeed true that there can be 
lies where there is no intention on the 
part of the speaker to deceive the hearer, 
this does not warrant severing the 
connection between lying and deception 
altogether.

�e view that lying is morally worse than 
merely misleading is a very natural one, 
which has had many prominent 
defenders. Nonetheless, I will argue that 
it is misguided: holding all else �xed, acts 
of mere misleading are not morally 
preferable to acts of lying, and successful 
lying is not morally worse than merely 
deliberately misleading. In fact, except in 
certain very special contexts, I will 

suggest that when faced with a felt need 
to deceive we might as well just go ahead 
and lie.

I argue that lying is generally morally 
better than mere deliberate misleading 
because the latter involves the 
exploitation of a greater trust and more 
seriously, abuses our willingness to ful�l 
epistemic and moral obligations to 
others. Whereas the liar relies on our 
�guring out and accepting only what is 
asserted, the mere deliberate misleading 
person depends on our actively inferring 
meaning beyond what is said in the form 
of implied conversations as well. When 
others’ epistemic and moral obligations 
are determined by standard assumptions 

of communicative cooperation and no 
compelling moral reason justi�es mere 
deliberate misleading instead, then I 
would say that one had better lied.

We have good reason to condemn 
misleading more strongly than lying and 
to condemn false assertion less harshly 
than lying but more harshly than 
misleading. We each have good reason to 
lie rather than make false assertions, but 
to make false assertions rather than 
mislead. �is is because these forms of 
deception damage credibility in di�erent 
ways. We can trust the person who lies to 
assert only what they believe to be true 
but we cannot trust the person who 
misleads at all.

Certainly anyone who insists on 
condemning all lies should ponder what 
would happen if we could reliably tell 
when our family, friends, colleagues, and 
government leaders were deceiving us. It 
is tempting to think that the world would 

become a better place when purged of 
the deceptions that seem to interfere 
with our attempts at genuine 
communication or intimacy. On the 
other hand, perhaps our social lives 
would collapse under the weight of 
relentless honesty, with unveiled truths 
destroying our ability to connect with 
others. �e ubiquity of lying is clearly a 
problem, but would we want to will away 
all of our lies? Let's be honest.

PSYCHOLOGY
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cientists from Africa and Asia 
will collaborate on research 
into climate risks in order to 
share knowledge between 

regions and help vulnerable 
communities adapt.

Speaking at the launch of the 
Collaborative Adaptation Research 
Initiative in Africa and Asia (CARIAA) 
in Kathmandu on April 30, leaders of 
the organisations involved in the new 
programme said that demographic 
trends and climate measurements in 
similar environments across both 
regions indicate that a large number of 
people and their livelihoods are at risk 
from the e�ects of climate change.

�e experts hope that the initiative will 
contribute to innovative adaptation and 
mitigation programmes that they say are 
urgently needed to address the e�ects of 
rising temperatures and climatic 
variability across Africa and Asia.

Supported by 70 million Canadian 
dollars ($64 million) of funding over 
seven years by Canada’s International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC) 
and the UK Department for 
International Development, CARIAA 
will bring together researchers in a 
variety of disciplines from Asia and 
Africa to tackle problems common to 

both regions, such as droughts and rising 
sea levels, and to try to �nd adaptive 
solutions that can be applied on both 
continents.

“Collaboration on adaptation research 
holds a range of large-scale mutual 
bene�ts (for) both Africa and Asia 
regions,” said Rajendra Pachauri, chair 
of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change and director-general of 
India-based �e Energy and Resources 
Institute, a member of a research 
consortium supported by CARIAA. “It 
will enrich our knowledge on options 
available to help the most vulnerable 
populations in a wide range of countries 
and regions.”

‘HOTSPOT’ FOCUS
�e CARIAA researchers hope to 
stimulate e�ective policies and actions 
for three types of climate “hotspots” – 
semi-arid regions in Africa and South 
and Central Asia, major river deltas in 
Africa and South Asia, and Himalayan 
river basins.

�e scientists hope that African and 
Asian nations will collaborate on pest 
resistance, drought- and salt-tolerant 
crops, gene banks, improved seed 
production, post-harvest management, 
rainwater harvesting and e�cient water 

use.

Bernard Cantin, programme leader for 
CARIAA-IDRC, said the programme 
will fund four consortia consisting of 
�ve member institutions, bringing a 
range of regional, scienti�c and 
socio-economic development expertise 
to bear on climate vulnerability and 
options for adaption, including physical, 
social, economic and political 
dimensions.

�is approach will enable greater 
South-South sharing of knowledge and 
experience, and encourage innovation to 
strengthen adaptation and resilience 
among the poor, Cantin added.

�e consortium working on deltas 
includes the Institute of Water and 
Flood Management at Bangladesh 
University of Technology and 
Engineering, and India’s Jadavpur 
University, along with teams from 
Egypt, Ghana, and the United 
Kingdom. It will carry out research on 
the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna 
delta in Bangladesh, India’s Mahanadi 
delta, the Nile delta in Egypt and the 
Volta in Ghana to examine migration as 
an adaptation option for the most 
vulnerable.

Two consortia will study semi-arid 

safeguard populations from the risks 
associated with climate change, 
hundreds of millions of people will be 
a�ected by coastal �ooding or displaced 
due to land loss by 2100. �e majority of 
those a�ected will be from East, 
Southeast and South Asia.

In semi-arid parts of Asia and also in 
Africa, more frequent and prolonged 
droughts have already started 
threatening agriculture and livestock, 
key sources of food and livelihood.

Dominique Charron, director of the 
agriculture and environment wing at 
Canada’s International Development 
Research Centre, said CARIAA’s 
programming would help communities 
and countries prepare for likely shifts in 
their livelihood base resulting from 
changing weather patterns in Asia and 
Africa.

“It will also build expertise in climate 
change adaptation in di�erent 
agro-climatic regions and provide 
lasting networks for exchange of this 
new knowledge between southern and 
northern institutions,” Charron added.

He said the research teams would work 
with local people and organisations to 
simulate potential changes in migration 
and land use that might result from 
climate change, and the di�erent 
adaptation choices facing a�ected 
populations.

Since the impacts of climate change on 
natural ecosystems do not follow 
national borders, there is a need for 
cross-boundary collaboration between 
countries to better understand climate 
threats and discover adaptation and 
mitigation strategies that work, said 
Saleemul Huq, director of the 
International Centre for Climate 
Change and Development.

Huq added that the researchers taking 
part in the initiative must closely 
collaborate with policymakers and 
planners to translate their research 
�ndings into adaptation and mitigation 
plans that would represent real solutions.

regions: the Indian Institute for Human 
Settlements (IIHS) will study 
longer-term approaches to climate 
adaptation at scale in one consortium, 
and the Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute in Pakistan will contribute to 
research by another consortium aiming 
to identify economic threats and 
opportunities posed by climate change 
in semi-arid areas. Other partners in 
these consortia are from Senegal, South 
Africa, Tanzania, the United Kingdom 
and the United States.

Sumetee Pahwa Gajjar of IIHS believes 
that by focusing research on common 
hotspot challenges across di�erent 
contexts, new opportunities and insights 
can emerge for adaptation at scale in 
semi-arid regions.

CARIAA’s consortium on adaptation 
strategies in the Himalayan river basins 
is being led by the Kathmandu-based 
International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD). Its 
partners include organizations from 
Bangladesh, India, the Netherlands and 
Pakistan.

“CARIAA will provide key insights into 
future scenarios of water supply and 
availability to identify e�ective 
adaptation options available at a local, 
national and regional scale in the 
countries dependent on the Hindu Kush 
Himalayas glaciers,” said David Molden, 
director-general of ICIMOD.

Molden added that the programme 
would develop case studies from each of 
the participating countries in Asia to 
better understand climate issues and 
develop research-based adaptation plans.

Pachauri believes many areas of Asia are 
extremely vulnerable to climate change. 
Any alteration in temperature and 
precipitation, he said, would a�ect the 
way snow and ice melt in the Hindu 
Kush Himalayan region, as well as 
atmospheric circulation patterns that 
drive the South Asian summer 
monsoon.

COMING THREATS
�e Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change’s projections warn that 
without adaptation measures to 



he combined forces of the 
ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq 
and al-Sham) swept through 
Mosul with lightning speed.  

�is speed was accelerated by the �ight 
of leadership. As the story unfolded I 
took a few minutes to tap into a jihad 
portal to view images on the ground.  
�e citizens of Mosul noted 
government personnel �eeing the city in 
a convoy of vehicles.  Military uniforms 
were lying in the dirt at the military 
bases in both Mosul and Tikrit. I guess 
soldiers �ed in their underwear.  
Samarra was under attack. Within mere 
hours, the ISIS had secured a perimeter 
around six neighborhoods. �ey had 
their eye on a prize:  the Askari shrine.  
Kirkuk, a continual powder keg of 
sectarian political ri�-ra� also 
experienced the upheaval of urban 
warfare.

�e blitzkrieg worked. It was a 

spectacular display which unfolded 
minute-by-minute, hour-by-hour. 
Herein lies the truth.  When an ordinary 
soldier su�ers an incontinence episode 
in the heat of battle, that is �ne. Men 
can wet their britches and still be heroes. 
Soiled pants, sweat and cursing may 
prevail. But real soldiers do not abandon 
their weapons and run. And when 
command sta� have an incontinence 
episode and abandon their posts, all is 
lost. �at loss in Mosul included the 
release of several hundred men from 
prison.  Include them in the swelling 
ranks of the ISIS.

One thousand three hundred men 
accomplished a lightning fast strike 
against Mosul. Five hundred thousand 
citizens took �ight. Citizens fall in line 
with the posture of their government. If 
I see soldiers on my lawn directing a line 
of �re at the enemy, team Swo�ord will 
provide the �ank. �is is Texas. We are 

as well-armed as the average Somali 
warlord. But if I see soldiers shedding 
their uniforms on my lawn, it is time for 
the Swo�ord family to drive, bike, 
skateboard or �ee on foot. Good 
leadership inspires courage. Leaders 
who �ee their constituents inspire a 
di�erent type of reaction. It is called 
wild panic.

Iraq's central governance is crumbling. 
When this dynamic occurs in the 
Middle East, governance reverts to the 
understood norm. Local mosques 
function as both  command central and 
recruitment depot.  One citizen reporter 
on the ground reported that the mosque 
network was being used to appeal to 
“citizen rebels”.  �ink of Iran as the 
modern prototype for a central and local 
command link. �e use of mosques to 
facilitate the organization, and if 
needed, operational staging of the Basij 
moves with a workable plan. �is is done 

under the command of a central 
governing organ. But in con�ict zones 
where central oversight disappears 
political decisions and military 
operations return to a strong 
dependence on the writ of the 
scholar-in-residence to send up the 
battle cry. For God and country! �e 
imam is now the town crier.

But back to Mosul.  Five hundred 
thousand individuals �ed. Welcome to 
the latest humanitarian crisis.   When  
numbers are thrown about regarding a 
sudden diaspora uprooted due to the 
heat of battle it can be easy to 
experience emotional detachment.  But 
each number represents a heartbeat. 
�at person is important to me.  So I 
dawdled a bit over at the CIA World 

Factbook.  In Iraq, the demographic for 
age 0-14 is 36.7 percent of the 
population.  �e birth rate is 26.85 per 
thousand.  Plugging the numbers into 
the 0.5 million who �ed Mosul we now 
see heartbeat. Now, the faces of children 
emerge from the fog of war. Do the 
math. Consider the children on the run. 
Consider the mothers with babies that 
need to be carried along.  Imagine the 
food and water requirements.

�e insurgency is calling this latest push 
toward chaos:  Breaking Borders: 
Sykes-Picot.  �e rebel's mast is under 
the banner of “One front, one 
command.”

But in Najaf, an elderly senior statesman 
has had enough.  His Eminence the 
Grand Ayatollah al-Sayyed 'Ali 

al-Husyani al-Sistani has been 
threatened with assassination. �e 
con�guration of his security detail and 
layers of protection have been ramped 
up. I am aware of the changes  due to an 
inquiry made last month regarding his 
health. I was shocked to even consider 
the rami�cations for Iraqi citizens 
should this catastrophe transpire. �ere 
is no greater fury than religious fury.

�e problem which confronts the senior 
jurist is  broad in scope.  Shi'a who look 
to him for guidance are on the run.  One 
pivotal role of leadership is to provide 
direction during time of crisis.  Grand 
Ayatollah al-Sistani has given a call to 
arms. �e General speaks. Tribes will 
rise up. �ere will be blood.

Will the bloodshed be greater if the 
Grand Ayatollah is assassinated or will 
it be worse with this call to arms?  
When central governance is crumbling 
and a military is in retreat, is there is a 
legitimate place for the approach of the 
West toward what we consider a 
non-traditional chain of command? I 
believe so.  Many years ago I was told 
that one of the mistakes made by our 
command sta� entering Iraq was a total 
ignorance of the Grand Ayatollah's role 
in community life. Tradition holds that 
the Grand Ayatollah rarely raise their 
heads above the parapets in Najaf and 
Qom . But there is  also a tradition of 
using the rod of authority to issue a call 
to arms during times of population 
upheaval.  �e  power wielded cannot be 
discounted. �e Shi'a tribes are now on 
the move. An order has been given. All 
who give their allegiance are lining up 
by the thousands to spill their blood. It 
is no longer just about them. It is about 
chain of command.

Several weeks ago I viewed a 
propaganda video of 62 minutes in 
length. It included a scene with the 
beheading of a citizen. �e still images 
of the beheading were recently sent out 
as a Tweet and mainstream media 
picked up the story. �is is how the ISIS 
is operating in Iraq. Daily. �ere will be 
a response. Wretched judgment, raise 
thy hand.

ying has long been a part of 
everyday life and people cannot 
get through the day without 
being deceptive. Yet lying 

remains almost entirely ignored in the 
total context of matter, only leaving 
serious discussion of the topic in the 
hands of ethicists and theologians. 
Intellectuals write next to nothing about 
deception and society condemns lies only 
in a brief stance on detecting them. But 
as psychiatrists delve deeper into the 
details of deception, they are �nding that 
lying is a surprisingly common and 
complex phenomenon.

Most people lie once or twice a 
day—almost as often as they snack from 
the refrigerator or brush their teeth. Both 
men and women lie in approximately a 
�fth of their social exchanges lasting 10 
or more minutes; over the course of a 
week they deceive about 30 per cent of 
others and ignore when they receive 
con�icting messages about lying. 
Although we are socialized from the time 

we can speak to believe that it is always 
better to tell the truth, in reality society 
often encourages and even rewards 
deception. Show up late for an early 
morning meeting at work and it is best 
not to admit that you overslept. You get 
punished far more than you would be if 
you lie and say you were stuck in tra�c. 
Moreover, lying is integral to many 
occupations. �ink how often we see 
lawyers constructing far-fetched theories 
on behalf of their clients or reporters 
misrepresenting themselves in order to 
gain access to good stories that they 
interact one-on-one.

Not surprisingly, frequent liars tend to be 
manipulative and Machiavellian, not to 
mention overly concerned with the 
impression they make on others. 
Interestingly the closer we are to 
someone, the more likely it is that the lies 
we tell them will be altruistic ones. 
Although the sexes lie with equal 
frequency, women are especially likely to 
stretch the truth in order to protect 

someone else's feelings. Men, on the 
other hand, are more prone to lying about 
themselves—the typical conversation 
between two men contains about eight 
times as many self-oriented lies as it does 
falsehoods about other people.

We tend to think that people are either 
honest or dishonest. We like to believe 
that most people are virtuous, but a few 
bad apples spoil the bunch. If this were 
true, society might easily remedy its 
problems with cheating and dishonesty. 
Human-resources departments could 
screen for cheaters when hiring. 
Dishonest �nancial advisers or building 
contractors could be �agged quickly and 
shunned. Cheaters in sports and other 
arenas would be easy to spot before they 
rose to the tops of their professions. But 
that is not how dishonesty works.

Everybody has the capacity to be 
dishonest, and almost everybody 
cheats—just by a little. Except for a few 
outliers at the top and bottom, the 
behaviour of almost everyone is driven by 

two opposing motivations. On one hand, 
we want to bene�t from cheating and get 
as much money and glory as possible; on 
the other hand, we want to view ourselves 
as honest, honourable people. Sadly, it is 
this kind of small-scale mass cheating, 
not the high-pro�le cases, that is most 
corrosive to society.

Many of us believe that, other things 
being equal, it is morally worse to lie to 
someone than to merely mislead them. 
But what exactly is the distinction 
between lying and misleading? And, once 
the distinction is clearly understood, is it 
really the case that lying is morally worse 
than misleading? My literary attempt to 
answer these questions involves an 
intriguing mix of issues in ethics and the 
philosophy of language, and the results 
are used to illuminate a range of 
examples from politics and the law, 
among other areas. 

�e traditional view of lying holds that 
this phenomenon involves two central 
components: stating what one does not 

believe oneself and doing so with the 
intention to deceive. �is view remained 
the generally accepted view of the nature 
of lying until very recently, with the 
intention-to-deceive requirement now 
coming under repeated attack. In this 
article, I argue that the tides have turned 
too quickly in the literature on lying. For 
a while it is indeed true that there can be 
lies where there is no intention on the 
part of the speaker to deceive the hearer, 
this does not warrant severing the 
connection between lying and deception 
altogether.

�e view that lying is morally worse than 
merely misleading is a very natural one, 
which has had many prominent 
defenders. Nonetheless, I will argue that 
it is misguided: holding all else �xed, acts 
of mere misleading are not morally 
preferable to acts of lying, and successful 
lying is not morally worse than merely 
deliberately misleading. In fact, except in 
certain very special contexts, I will 

suggest that when faced with a felt need 
to deceive we might as well just go ahead 
and lie.

I argue that lying is generally morally 
better than mere deliberate misleading 
because the latter involves the 
exploitation of a greater trust and more 
seriously, abuses our willingness to ful�l 
epistemic and moral obligations to 
others. Whereas the liar relies on our 
�guring out and accepting only what is 
asserted, the mere deliberate misleading 
person depends on our actively inferring 
meaning beyond what is said in the form 
of implied conversations as well. When 
others’ epistemic and moral obligations 
are determined by standard assumptions 

of communicative cooperation and no 
compelling moral reason justi�es mere 
deliberate misleading instead, then I 
would say that one had better lied.

We have good reason to condemn 
misleading more strongly than lying and 
to condemn false assertion less harshly 
than lying but more harshly than 
misleading. We each have good reason to 
lie rather than make false assertions, but 
to make false assertions rather than 
mislead. �is is because these forms of 
deception damage credibility in di�erent 
ways. We can trust the person who lies to 
assert only what they believe to be true 
but we cannot trust the person who 
misleads at all.

Certainly anyone who insists on 
condemning all lies should ponder what 
would happen if we could reliably tell 
when our family, friends, colleagues, and 
government leaders were deceiving us. It 
is tempting to think that the world would 

become a better place when purged of 
the deceptions that seem to interfere 
with our attempts at genuine 
communication or intimacy. On the 
other hand, perhaps our social lives 
would collapse under the weight of 
relentless honesty, with unveiled truths 
destroying our ability to connect with 
others. �e ubiquity of lying is clearly a 
problem, but would we want to will away 
all of our lies? Let's be honest.
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cientists from Africa and Asia 
will collaborate on research 
into climate risks in order to 
share knowledge between 

regions and help vulnerable 
communities adapt.

Speaking at the launch of the 
Collaborative Adaptation Research 
Initiative in Africa and Asia (CARIAA) 
in Kathmandu on April 30, leaders of 
the organisations involved in the new 
programme said that demographic 
trends and climate measurements in 
similar environments across both 
regions indicate that a large number of 
people and their livelihoods are at risk 
from the e�ects of climate change.

�e experts hope that the initiative will 
contribute to innovative adaptation and 
mitigation programmes that they say are 
urgently needed to address the e�ects of 
rising temperatures and climatic 
variability across Africa and Asia.

Supported by 70 million Canadian 
dollars ($64 million) of funding over 
seven years by Canada’s International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC) 
and the UK Department for 
International Development, CARIAA 
will bring together researchers in a 
variety of disciplines from Asia and 
Africa to tackle problems common to 

both regions, such as droughts and rising 
sea levels, and to try to �nd adaptive 
solutions that can be applied on both 
continents.

“Collaboration on adaptation research 
holds a range of large-scale mutual 
bene�ts (for) both Africa and Asia 
regions,” said Rajendra Pachauri, chair 
of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change and director-general of 
India-based �e Energy and Resources 
Institute, a member of a research 
consortium supported by CARIAA. “It 
will enrich our knowledge on options 
available to help the most vulnerable 
populations in a wide range of countries 
and regions.”

‘HOTSPOT’ FOCUS
�e CARIAA researchers hope to 
stimulate e�ective policies and actions 
for three types of climate “hotspots” – 
semi-arid regions in Africa and South 
and Central Asia, major river deltas in 
Africa and South Asia, and Himalayan 
river basins.

�e scientists hope that African and 
Asian nations will collaborate on pest 
resistance, drought- and salt-tolerant 
crops, gene banks, improved seed 
production, post-harvest management, 
rainwater harvesting and e�cient water 

use.

Bernard Cantin, programme leader for 
CARIAA-IDRC, said the programme 
will fund four consortia consisting of 
�ve member institutions, bringing a 
range of regional, scienti�c and 
socio-economic development expertise 
to bear on climate vulnerability and 
options for adaption, including physical, 
social, economic and political 
dimensions.

�is approach will enable greater 
South-South sharing of knowledge and 
experience, and encourage innovation to 
strengthen adaptation and resilience 
among the poor, Cantin added.

�e consortium working on deltas 
includes the Institute of Water and 
Flood Management at Bangladesh 
University of Technology and 
Engineering, and India’s Jadavpur 
University, along with teams from 
Egypt, Ghana, and the United 
Kingdom. It will carry out research on 
the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna 
delta in Bangladesh, India’s Mahanadi 
delta, the Nile delta in Egypt and the 
Volta in Ghana to examine migration as 
an adaptation option for the most 
vulnerable.

Two consortia will study semi-arid 

safeguard populations from the risks 
associated with climate change, 
hundreds of millions of people will be 
a�ected by coastal �ooding or displaced 
due to land loss by 2100. �e majority of 
those a�ected will be from East, 
Southeast and South Asia.

In semi-arid parts of Asia and also in 
Africa, more frequent and prolonged 
droughts have already started 
threatening agriculture and livestock, 
key sources of food and livelihood.

Dominique Charron, director of the 
agriculture and environment wing at 
Canada’s International Development 
Research Centre, said CARIAA’s 
programming would help communities 
and countries prepare for likely shifts in 
their livelihood base resulting from 
changing weather patterns in Asia and 
Africa.

“It will also build expertise in climate 
change adaptation in di�erent 
agro-climatic regions and provide 
lasting networks for exchange of this 
new knowledge between southern and 
northern institutions,” Charron added.

He said the research teams would work 
with local people and organisations to 
simulate potential changes in migration 
and land use that might result from 
climate change, and the di�erent 
adaptation choices facing a�ected 
populations.

Since the impacts of climate change on 
natural ecosystems do not follow 
national borders, there is a need for 
cross-boundary collaboration between 
countries to better understand climate 
threats and discover adaptation and 
mitigation strategies that work, said 
Saleemul Huq, director of the 
International Centre for Climate 
Change and Development.

Huq added that the researchers taking 
part in the initiative must closely 
collaborate with policymakers and 
planners to translate their research 
�ndings into adaptation and mitigation 
plans that would represent real solutions.

regions: the Indian Institute for Human 
Settlements (IIHS) will study 
longer-term approaches to climate 
adaptation at scale in one consortium, 
and the Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute in Pakistan will contribute to 
research by another consortium aiming 
to identify economic threats and 
opportunities posed by climate change 
in semi-arid areas. Other partners in 
these consortia are from Senegal, South 
Africa, Tanzania, the United Kingdom 
and the United States.

Sumetee Pahwa Gajjar of IIHS believes 
that by focusing research on common 
hotspot challenges across di�erent 
contexts, new opportunities and insights 
can emerge for adaptation at scale in 
semi-arid regions.

CARIAA’s consortium on adaptation 
strategies in the Himalayan river basins 
is being led by the Kathmandu-based 
International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD). Its 
partners include organizations from 
Bangladesh, India, the Netherlands and 
Pakistan.

“CARIAA will provide key insights into 
future scenarios of water supply and 
availability to identify e�ective 
adaptation options available at a local, 
national and regional scale in the 
countries dependent on the Hindu Kush 
Himalayas glaciers,” said David Molden, 
director-general of ICIMOD.

Molden added that the programme 
would develop case studies from each of 
the participating countries in Asia to 
better understand climate issues and 
develop research-based adaptation plans.

Pachauri believes many areas of Asia are 
extremely vulnerable to climate change. 
Any alteration in temperature and 
precipitation, he said, would a�ect the 
way snow and ice melt in the Hindu 
Kush Himalayan region, as well as 
atmospheric circulation patterns that 
drive the South Asian summer 
monsoon.

COMING THREATS
�e Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change’s projections warn that 
without adaptation measures to 



he combined forces of the 
ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq 
and al-Sham) swept through 
Mosul with lightning speed.  

�is speed was accelerated by the �ight 
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soldier su�ers an incontinence episode 
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command sta� have an incontinence 
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using the rod of authority to issue a call 
to arms during times of population 
upheaval.  �e  power wielded cannot be 
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cientists from Africa and Asia 
will collaborate on research 
into climate risks in order to 
share knowledge between 

regions and help vulnerable 
communities adapt.

Speaking at the launch of the 
Collaborative Adaptation Research 
Initiative in Africa and Asia (CARIAA) 
in Kathmandu on April 30, leaders of 
the organisations involved in the new 
programme said that demographic 
trends and climate measurements in 
similar environments across both 
regions indicate that a large number of 
people and their livelihoods are at risk 
from the e�ects of climate change.

�e experts hope that the initiative will 
contribute to innovative adaptation and 
mitigation programmes that they say are 
urgently needed to address the e�ects of 
rising temperatures and climatic 
variability across Africa and Asia.

Supported by 70 million Canadian 
dollars ($64 million) of funding over 
seven years by Canada’s International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC) 
and the UK Department for 
International Development, CARIAA 
will bring together researchers in a 
variety of disciplines from Asia and 
Africa to tackle problems common to 

both regions, such as droughts and rising 
sea levels, and to try to �nd adaptive 
solutions that can be applied on both 
continents.

“Collaboration on adaptation research 
holds a range of large-scale mutual 
bene�ts (for) both Africa and Asia 
regions,” said Rajendra Pachauri, chair 
of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change and director-general of 
India-based �e Energy and Resources 
Institute, a member of a research 
consortium supported by CARIAA. “It 
will enrich our knowledge on options 
available to help the most vulnerable 
populations in a wide range of countries 
and regions.”

‘HOTSPOT’ FOCUS
�e CARIAA researchers hope to 
stimulate e�ective policies and actions 
for three types of climate “hotspots” – 
semi-arid regions in Africa and South 
and Central Asia, major river deltas in 
Africa and South Asia, and Himalayan 
river basins.

�e scientists hope that African and 
Asian nations will collaborate on pest 
resistance, drought- and salt-tolerant 
crops, gene banks, improved seed 
production, post-harvest management, 
rainwater harvesting and e�cient water 

use.

Bernard Cantin, programme leader for 
CARIAA-IDRC, said the programme 
will fund four consortia consisting of 
�ve member institutions, bringing a 
range of regional, scienti�c and 
socio-economic development expertise 
to bear on climate vulnerability and 
options for adaption, including physical, 
social, economic and political 
dimensions.

�is approach will enable greater 
South-South sharing of knowledge and 
experience, and encourage innovation to 
strengthen adaptation and resilience 
among the poor, Cantin added.

�e consortium working on deltas 
includes the Institute of Water and 
Flood Management at Bangladesh 
University of Technology and 
Engineering, and India’s Jadavpur 
University, along with teams from 
Egypt, Ghana, and the United 
Kingdom. It will carry out research on 
the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna 
delta in Bangladesh, India’s Mahanadi 
delta, the Nile delta in Egypt and the 
Volta in Ghana to examine migration as 
an adaptation option for the most 
vulnerable.

Two consortia will study semi-arid 

S

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s projections warn that 
without adaptation measures to safeguard populations from the risks 
associated with climate change, hundreds of millions of people will be 
a�ected by coastal �ooding or displaced due to land loss by 2100. The 
majority of those a�ected will be from East, Southeast and South Asia.

Facing similar risks,
Africa and Asia
coordinate climate
research
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safeguard populations from the risks 
associated with climate change, 
hundreds of millions of people will be 
a�ected by coastal �ooding or displaced 
due to land loss by 2100. �e majority of 
those a�ected will be from East, 
Southeast and South Asia.

In semi-arid parts of Asia and also in 
Africa, more frequent and prolonged 
droughts have already started 
threatening agriculture and livestock, 
key sources of food and livelihood.

Dominique Charron, director of the 
agriculture and environment wing at 
Canada’s International Development 
Research Centre, said CARIAA’s 
programming would help communities 
and countries prepare for likely shifts in 
their livelihood base resulting from 
changing weather patterns in Asia and 
Africa.

“It will also build expertise in climate 
change adaptation in di�erent 
agro-climatic regions and provide 
lasting networks for exchange of this 
new knowledge between southern and 
northern institutions,” Charron added.

He said the research teams would work 
with local people and organisations to 
simulate potential changes in migration 
and land use that might result from 
climate change, and the di�erent 
adaptation choices facing a�ected 
populations.

Since the impacts of climate change on 
natural ecosystems do not follow 
national borders, there is a need for 
cross-boundary collaboration between 
countries to better understand climate 
threats and discover adaptation and 
mitigation strategies that work, said 
Saleemul Huq, director of the 
International Centre for Climate 
Change and Development.

Huq added that the researchers taking 
part in the initiative must closely 
collaborate with policymakers and 
planners to translate their research 
�ndings into adaptation and mitigation 
plans that would represent real solutions.

regions: the Indian Institute for Human 
Settlements (IIHS) will study 
longer-term approaches to climate 
adaptation at scale in one consortium, 
and the Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute in Pakistan will contribute to 
research by another consortium aiming 
to identify economic threats and 
opportunities posed by climate change 
in semi-arid areas. Other partners in 
these consortia are from Senegal, South 
Africa, Tanzania, the United Kingdom 
and the United States.

Sumetee Pahwa Gajjar of IIHS believes 
that by focusing research on common 
hotspot challenges across di�erent 
contexts, new opportunities and insights 
can emerge for adaptation at scale in 
semi-arid regions.

CARIAA’s consortium on adaptation 
strategies in the Himalayan river basins 
is being led by the Kathmandu-based 
International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD). Its 
partners include organizations from 
Bangladesh, India, the Netherlands and 
Pakistan.

“CARIAA will provide key insights into 
future scenarios of water supply and 
availability to identify e�ective 
adaptation options available at a local, 
national and regional scale in the 
countries dependent on the Hindu Kush 
Himalayas glaciers,” said David Molden, 
director-general of ICIMOD.

Molden added that the programme 
would develop case studies from each of 
the participating countries in Asia to 
better understand climate issues and 
develop research-based adaptation plans.

Pachauri believes many areas of Asia are 
extremely vulnerable to climate change. 
Any alteration in temperature and 
precipitation, he said, would a�ect the 
way snow and ice melt in the Hindu 
Kush Himalayan region, as well as 
atmospheric circulation patterns that 
drive the South Asian summer 
monsoon.

COMING THREATS
�e Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change’s projections warn that 
without adaptation measures to 
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MEDIA
ounds pretty basic. Except it 
isn’t. �ere are dos and don’ts 
in advertising. Or there 
should be. Advertising is not 

just about selling products or services; 
it’s also about molding opinions on 
issues, creating better civic awareness 
among masses along with other things. 
Remember the advertisements telling 
you about the precautions to be taken to 
avoid dengue fever? �e advertisement 
telling the viewer how AIDS spreads 
and ways to avoid it? �en there are 
advertisements that ask for donations 
for earthquakes and �ood victims. 

�ere are (sigh) advertisements that are 
singularly in bad taste. An article titled, 
‘Commercials: Bad taste, good 
advertisement?’  in �e Independent 
UK, Published 14th June 2012 gives a 
prime example of bad taste in 
advertising, “a post appeared on the 
Facebook page for the condom 
manufacturer Durex, purporting to be 
an advertisement for its core product: an 
image of a woman's mouth, patched up 
at the corners with sticking plasters; a 
box of Durex XXL condoms; and the 
tagline "Really Big...". In fact, the image 
was originally a 2007 print ad for Burger 

King's "Real Big Burgers", repurposed 
by an internet wag in 2009 and 
published on the Durex page in 2012 by 
some tone-deaf social-media operative, 
who'd also commented: "Poor woman 
(or may be a lucky one?)." When the 
complaints started �ooding in, the post 
was quickly removed.”

�en there are advertisements that are 
not quite truthful. �ey may not be an 
outright lie, attributing a quality to the 
product it does not possess to being 
somewhat misleading. Hey, there’s a big 
time di�erence between pushing the 

S

ADVERTISING
and Ethics

David Ogilvy Mather, the guru of advertising said, “The consumer isn't 
a moron. She is your wife.” (Confessions of an Advertising Man)[ [
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advertisement many years ago, 
educating people as to why packaged 
good is goo d? Another brilliant 
advertisement in year 2014 is by 
Habib Bank Limited. Introducing the 
Fuel Card, the commercial shows a 
couple driving while facing the wrong 
side of the tra�c. �e tra�c warden 
stops them.  (Great projection here 
HBL; breaking the stereotyping of the 
negative image of the police) As they 
argue a voice over says words to the 

e�ect that the right way to save fuel is 
NOT to go the wrong way of the road in 
order to make a short cut but to get 
yourself a Fuel Card. �e advertisement 
tells the viewer that on HBL Fuel Card 
monthly savings is up to Rs 2000/- by 
driving in to any fuel station in Pakistan. 
A driver is shown at a petrol station and 
proudly says, ‘ Yeh Hai Bachat ka Right 
Way.’ (�is is the right way to save)

�e idea was simple yet brilliant. How 
many times each one of us has taken the 
wrong turns knowing full well the damn 
street is either a one way or when we 
take a turn from a place we are not 
supposed to turn, we increase the 
chances of possible hurt in such cases by 
breaking tra�c rules. Here is HBL 
trying to drive some civic sense in our 
thick heads, telling us hey you! Stop! If 
you really, really want to save on fuel get 
yourself an HBL Fuel Card. OK guys 
thumbs up, I love the concept 
intertwined with being an organization 
that acts socially responsible. �at’s 
super-cool! I mean, the damn 
advertisement was so convincing it 
made me go to a branch of their bank to 
get more information and a Fuel Card 
made for me. �at’s the power of 
advertisement for you!

David Ogilvy Mather, the guru of 
advertising said, “�e consumer isn't a 
moron. She is your wife.” (Confessions 
of an Advertising Man)

Yeah true. Cut out the crap when you 
make one. Let it not stink!

truth and between out rightly making 
a false claim guys. �ere have been 
cases, where blurring the lines has cost 
an arm and a leg to the rich clients! 
And many a times consumers have 
purchased a product only to �nd it 
never o�ered the traits advertised. Pox 
on the advertisers! According to a 
report by Business Insider, “Dannon's 
popular Activia brand yogurt lured 
consumers into paying more for its 
purported nutritional bene�ts -- when 
it was actually pretty much the same as 
every other kind of yogurt.

Falsely touting the "clinically" and 
"scienti�cally" proven nutritional 
bene�ts of the product, Dannon even 
got a famous spokesperson, Jamie Lee 
Curtis, for the supposed 
digestion-regulator. But after a while, 
some customers didn't buy it. A class 
action settlement last year forced 
Dannon to pay up to $45 million in 
damages to the consumers that �led the 
lawsuit and others who said they'd been 
bamboozled. �e company also had to 
limit its health claims on its products 
strictly to factual ones.” (Original 
Source ABC News)

Boy, do I hate the advertisements that 
reinforce stereotypes. �ose 
advertisements that show the 
mother-in—law always as a grumpy, 
hard-to-please type, the 
daughter-in-law as the sweet, smiling 
angel, single handedly cooking a feast 
with the un-melted make-up, not a hair 
out of place, freshly done dress, not a 
wrinkle seen - whether its breakfast 
time or dinner. Give me a break for 
God’s sake OK? Gender roles are 
boring. Wake up guys! We live in the 
21st century. Men like to cook. Actually 
men who cook are sexy. �ey use face 
wash and clean their under arms. Get 
real please! 

While we are at it, STOP selling to kids. 
I hate tiny tots whining at supermarkets 
and dragging over the �oor wanting to 
buy something ridiculous like sanitary 
napkins for a cheap, free treat. �e mum 
shushing them, probably a granny who 
doesn’t get her periods anymore. Perri 
Klass in his piece for New York Times 
blog talking of selling to kids writes, “In 

another study, researchers looked at the 
e�ects of branding by giving 3- to 
5-year-olds two portions of identical 
foods, one set out on a McDonald’s 
wrapper. �e children were asked to 
point to which foods tasted better and, 
Dr. Robinson said, “Overwhelmingly, 
for hamburgers, french fries, baby 
carrots, milk or juice in a cup, kids would 
say the one on the McDonald’s wrapper 
tastes better.” (Published February 11, 
2013) �e article goes on to say, ““Coke 
is the most popular brand on Facebook,” 
Dr. Harris said. “It has 58 million fans.” 
When adolescents “like” Coke, they 
receive posts every day, which they may 
then “share” with friends.”

Advertisements need to be fun, sell yes, 
but please don’t bore or clown me into 
buying. Can we have more of that new 
batch of U-phone advertisements they 
run on the local channels? Great ones. 
�ey tell you what the product is, 
advantages or USPs as we call them.  
(Unique selling point) �e concept of a 
group of workers going to a rich 
landlord all het up and wanting an 
answer to injustices is not only a social 
and political comment but links the 
U-phone beautifully to the theme, as we 
say in advertising, ‘bringing it together.’ 
�e setting, the dresses, the dialogue all 
a master stroke. �is particular 
advertisement based on ‘Hisab Doh’ 
(Give accountability) released in 2014 is 
mind-blowing!

Ethics in advertising is about lightly 
teaching the consumers some civic 
sense- nudging them ever so gently in 
the right direction. Taking greater 
responsibility not only for their actions 
but also for the environment. 
Remember the Tetra Pack 



cientists from Africa and Asia 
will collaborate on research 
into climate risks in order to 
share knowledge between 

regions and help vulnerable 
communities adapt.

Speaking at the launch of the 
Collaborative Adaptation Research 
Initiative in Africa and Asia (CARIAA) 
in Kathmandu on April 30, leaders of 
the organisations involved in the new 
programme said that demographic 
trends and climate measurements in 
similar environments across both 
regions indicate that a large number of 
people and their livelihoods are at risk 
from the e�ects of climate change.

�e experts hope that the initiative will 
contribute to innovative adaptation and 
mitigation programmes that they say are 
urgently needed to address the e�ects of 
rising temperatures and climatic 
variability across Africa and Asia.

Supported by 70 million Canadian 
dollars ($64 million) of funding over 
seven years by Canada’s International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC) 
and the UK Department for 
International Development, CARIAA 
will bring together researchers in a 
variety of disciplines from Asia and 
Africa to tackle problems common to 

both regions, such as droughts and rising 
sea levels, and to try to �nd adaptive 
solutions that can be applied on both 
continents.

“Collaboration on adaptation research 
holds a range of large-scale mutual 
bene�ts (for) both Africa and Asia 
regions,” said Rajendra Pachauri, chair 
of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change and director-general of 
India-based �e Energy and Resources 
Institute, a member of a research 
consortium supported by CARIAA. “It 
will enrich our knowledge on options 
available to help the most vulnerable 
populations in a wide range of countries 
and regions.”

‘HOTSPOT’ FOCUS
�e CARIAA researchers hope to 
stimulate e�ective policies and actions 
for three types of climate “hotspots” – 
semi-arid regions in Africa and South 
and Central Asia, major river deltas in 
Africa and South Asia, and Himalayan 
river basins.

�e scientists hope that African and 
Asian nations will collaborate on pest 
resistance, drought- and salt-tolerant 
crops, gene banks, improved seed 
production, post-harvest management, 
rainwater harvesting and e�cient water 

use.

Bernard Cantin, programme leader for 
CARIAA-IDRC, said the programme 
will fund four consortia consisting of 
�ve member institutions, bringing a 
range of regional, scienti�c and 
socio-economic development expertise 
to bear on climate vulnerability and 
options for adaption, including physical, 
social, economic and political 
dimensions.

�is approach will enable greater 
South-South sharing of knowledge and 
experience, and encourage innovation to 
strengthen adaptation and resilience 
among the poor, Cantin added.

�e consortium working on deltas 
includes the Institute of Water and 
Flood Management at Bangladesh 
University of Technology and 
Engineering, and India’s Jadavpur 
University, along with teams from 
Egypt, Ghana, and the United 
Kingdom. It will carry out research on 
the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna 
delta in Bangladesh, India’s Mahanadi 
delta, the Nile delta in Egypt and the 
Volta in Ghana to examine migration as 
an adaptation option for the most 
vulnerable.

Two consortia will study semi-arid 

safeguard populations from the risks 
associated with climate change, 
hundreds of millions of people will be 
a�ected by coastal �ooding or displaced 
due to land loss by 2100. �e majority of 
those a�ected will be from East, 
Southeast and South Asia.

In semi-arid parts of Asia and also in 
Africa, more frequent and prolonged 
droughts have already started 
threatening agriculture and livestock, 
key sources of food and livelihood.

Dominique Charron, director of the 
agriculture and environment wing at 
Canada’s International Development 
Research Centre, said CARIAA’s 
programming would help communities 
and countries prepare for likely shifts in 
their livelihood base resulting from 
changing weather patterns in Asia and 
Africa.

“It will also build expertise in climate 
change adaptation in di�erent 
agro-climatic regions and provide 
lasting networks for exchange of this 
new knowledge between southern and 
northern institutions,” Charron added.

He said the research teams would work 
with local people and organisations to 
simulate potential changes in migration 
and land use that might result from 
climate change, and the di�erent 
adaptation choices facing a�ected 
populations.

Since the impacts of climate change on 
natural ecosystems do not follow 
national borders, there is a need for 
cross-boundary collaboration between 
countries to better understand climate 
threats and discover adaptation and 
mitigation strategies that work, said 
Saleemul Huq, director of the 
International Centre for Climate 
Change and Development.

Huq added that the researchers taking 
part in the initiative must closely 
collaborate with policymakers and 
planners to translate their research 
�ndings into adaptation and mitigation 
plans that would represent real solutions.

regions: the Indian Institute for Human 
Settlements (IIHS) will study 
longer-term approaches to climate 
adaptation at scale in one consortium, 
and the Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute in Pakistan will contribute to 
research by another consortium aiming 
to identify economic threats and 
opportunities posed by climate change 
in semi-arid areas. Other partners in 
these consortia are from Senegal, South 
Africa, Tanzania, the United Kingdom 
and the United States.

Sumetee Pahwa Gajjar of IIHS believes 
that by focusing research on common 
hotspot challenges across di�erent 
contexts, new opportunities and insights 
can emerge for adaptation at scale in 
semi-arid regions.

CARIAA’s consortium on adaptation 
strategies in the Himalayan river basins 
is being led by the Kathmandu-based 
International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD). Its 
partners include organizations from 
Bangladesh, India, the Netherlands and 
Pakistan.

“CARIAA will provide key insights into 
future scenarios of water supply and 
availability to identify e�ective 
adaptation options available at a local, 
national and regional scale in the 
countries dependent on the Hindu Kush 
Himalayas glaciers,” said David Molden, 
director-general of ICIMOD.

Molden added that the programme 
would develop case studies from each of 
the participating countries in Asia to 
better understand climate issues and 
develop research-based adaptation plans.

Pachauri believes many areas of Asia are 
extremely vulnerable to climate change. 
Any alteration in temperature and 
precipitation, he said, would a�ect the 
way snow and ice melt in the Hindu 
Kush Himalayan region, as well as 
atmospheric circulation patterns that 
drive the South Asian summer 
monsoon.

COMING THREATS
�e Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change’s projections warn that 
without adaptation measures to 

ounds pretty basic. Except it 
isn’t. �ere are dos and don’ts 
in advertising. Or there 
should be. Advertising is not 

just about selling products or services; 
it’s also about molding opinions on 
issues, creating better civic awareness 
among masses along with other things. 
Remember the advertisements telling 
you about the precautions to be taken to 
avoid dengue fever? �e advertisement 
telling the viewer how AIDS spreads 
and ways to avoid it? �en there are 
advertisements that ask for donations 
for earthquakes and �ood victims. 

�ere are (sigh) advertisements that are 
singularly in bad taste. An article titled, 
‘Commercials: Bad taste, good 
advertisement?’  in �e Independent 
UK, Published 14th June 2012 gives a 
prime example of bad taste in 
advertising, “a post appeared on the 
Facebook page for the condom 
manufacturer Durex, purporting to be 
an advertisement for its core product: an 
image of a woman's mouth, patched up 
at the corners with sticking plasters; a 
box of Durex XXL condoms; and the 
tagline "Really Big...". In fact, the image 
was originally a 2007 print ad for Burger 

King's "Real Big Burgers", repurposed 
by an internet wag in 2009 and 
published on the Durex page in 2012 by 
some tone-deaf social-media operative, 
who'd also commented: "Poor woman 
(or may be a lucky one?)." When the 
complaints started �ooding in, the post 
was quickly removed.”

�en there are advertisements that are 
not quite truthful. �ey may not be an 
outright lie, attributing a quality to the 
product it does not possess to being 
somewhat misleading. Hey, there’s a big 
time di�erence between pushing the 

MEDIA

advertisement many years ago, 
educating people as to why packaged 
good is goo d? Another brilliant 
advertisement in year 2014 is by 
Habib Bank Limited. Introducing the 
Fuel Card, the commercial shows a 
couple driving while facing the wrong 
side of the tra�c. �e tra�c warden 
stops them.  (Great projection here 
HBL; breaking the stereotyping of the 
negative image of the police) As they 
argue a voice over says words to the 

e�ect that the right way to save fuel is 
NOT to go the wrong way of the road in 
order to make a short cut but to get 
yourself a Fuel Card. �e advertisement 
tells the viewer that on HBL Fuel Card 
monthly savings is up to Rs 2000/- by 
driving in to any fuel station in Pakistan. 
A driver is shown at a petrol station and 
proudly says, ‘ Yeh Hai Bachat ka Right 
Way.’ (�is is the right way to save)

�e idea was simple yet brilliant. How 
many times each one of us has taken the 
wrong turns knowing full well the damn 
street is either a one way or when we 
take a turn from a place we are not 
supposed to turn, we increase the 
chances of possible hurt in such cases by 
breaking tra�c rules. Here is HBL 
trying to drive some civic sense in our 
thick heads, telling us hey you! Stop! If 
you really, really want to save on fuel get 
yourself an HBL Fuel Card. OK guys 
thumbs up, I love the concept 
intertwined with being an organization 
that acts socially responsible. �at’s 
super-cool! I mean, the damn 
advertisement was so convincing it 
made me go to a branch of their bank to 
get more information and a Fuel Card 
made for me. �at’s the power of 
advertisement for you!

David Ogilvy Mather, the guru of 
advertising said, “�e consumer isn't a 
moron. She is your wife.” (Confessions 
of an Advertising Man)

Yeah true. Cut out the crap when you 
make one. Let it not stink!

truth and between out rightly making 
a false claim guys. �ere have been 
cases, where blurring the lines has cost 
an arm and a leg to the rich clients! 
And many a times consumers have 
purchased a product only to �nd it 
never o�ered the traits advertised. Pox 
on the advertisers! According to a 
report by Business Insider, “Dannon's 
popular Activia brand yogurt lured 
consumers into paying more for its 
purported nutritional bene�ts -- when 
it was actually pretty much the same as 
every other kind of yogurt.

Falsely touting the "clinically" and 
"scienti�cally" proven nutritional 
bene�ts of the product, Dannon even 
got a famous spokesperson, Jamie Lee 
Curtis, for the supposed 
digestion-regulator. But after a while, 
some customers didn't buy it. A class 
action settlement last year forced 
Dannon to pay up to $45 million in 
damages to the consumers that �led the 
lawsuit and others who said they'd been 
bamboozled. �e company also had to 
limit its health claims on its products 
strictly to factual ones.” (Original 
Source ABC News)

Boy, do I hate the advertisements that 
reinforce stereotypes. �ose 
advertisements that show the 
mother-in—law always as a grumpy, 
hard-to-please type, the 
daughter-in-law as the sweet, smiling 
angel, single handedly cooking a feast 
with the un-melted make-up, not a hair 
out of place, freshly done dress, not a 
wrinkle seen - whether its breakfast 
time or dinner. Give me a break for 
God’s sake OK? Gender roles are 
boring. Wake up guys! We live in the 
21st century. Men like to cook. Actually 
men who cook are sexy. �ey use face 
wash and clean their under arms. Get 
real please! 

While we are at it, STOP selling to kids. 
I hate tiny tots whining at supermarkets 
and dragging over the �oor wanting to 
buy something ridiculous like sanitary 
napkins for a cheap, free treat. �e mum 
shushing them, probably a granny who 
doesn’t get her periods anymore. Perri 
Klass in his piece for New York Times 
blog talking of selling to kids writes, “In 

another study, researchers looked at the 
e�ects of branding by giving 3- to 
5-year-olds two portions of identical 
foods, one set out on a McDonald’s 
wrapper. �e children were asked to 
point to which foods tasted better and, 
Dr. Robinson said, “Overwhelmingly, 
for hamburgers, french fries, baby 
carrots, milk or juice in a cup, kids would 
say the one on the McDonald’s wrapper 
tastes better.” (Published February 11, 
2013) �e article goes on to say, ““Coke 
is the most popular brand on Facebook,” 
Dr. Harris said. “It has 58 million fans.” 
When adolescents “like” Coke, they 
receive posts every day, which they may 
then “share” with friends.”

Advertisements need to be fun, sell yes, 
but please don’t bore or clown me into 
buying. Can we have more of that new 
batch of U-phone advertisements they 
run on the local channels? Great ones. 
�ey tell you what the product is, 
advantages or USPs as we call them.  
(Unique selling point) �e concept of a 
group of workers going to a rich 
landlord all het up and wanting an 
answer to injustices is not only a social 
and political comment but links the 
U-phone beautifully to the theme, as we 
say in advertising, ‘bringing it together.’ 
�e setting, the dresses, the dialogue all 
a master stroke. �is particular 
advertisement based on ‘Hisab Doh’ 
(Give accountability) released in 2014 is 
mind-blowing!

Ethics in advertising is about lightly 
teaching the consumers some civic 
sense- nudging them ever so gently in 
the right direction. Taking greater 
responsibility not only for their actions 
but also for the environment. 
Remember the Tetra Pack 

Boy, do I hate the 
advertisements that 

reinforce stereotypes. 
Those advertisements that 
show the mother-in—law 

always as a grumpy, 
hard-to-please type, the 
daughter-in-law as the 

sweet, 
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cientists from Africa and Asia 
will collaborate on research 
into climate risks in order to 
share knowledge between 

regions and help vulnerable 
communities adapt.

Speaking at the launch of the 
Collaborative Adaptation Research 
Initiative in Africa and Asia (CARIAA) 
in Kathmandu on April 30, leaders of 
the organisations involved in the new 
programme said that demographic 
trends and climate measurements in 
similar environments across both 
regions indicate that a large number of 
people and their livelihoods are at risk 
from the e�ects of climate change.

�e experts hope that the initiative will 
contribute to innovative adaptation and 
mitigation programmes that they say are 
urgently needed to address the e�ects of 
rising temperatures and climatic 
variability across Africa and Asia.

Supported by 70 million Canadian 
dollars ($64 million) of funding over 
seven years by Canada’s International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC) 
and the UK Department for 
International Development, CARIAA 
will bring together researchers in a 
variety of disciplines from Asia and 
Africa to tackle problems common to 

both regions, such as droughts and rising 
sea levels, and to try to �nd adaptive 
solutions that can be applied on both 
continents.

“Collaboration on adaptation research 
holds a range of large-scale mutual 
bene�ts (for) both Africa and Asia 
regions,” said Rajendra Pachauri, chair 
of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change and director-general of 
India-based �e Energy and Resources 
Institute, a member of a research 
consortium supported by CARIAA. “It 
will enrich our knowledge on options 
available to help the most vulnerable 
populations in a wide range of countries 
and regions.”

‘HOTSPOT’ FOCUS
�e CARIAA researchers hope to 
stimulate e�ective policies and actions 
for three types of climate “hotspots” – 
semi-arid regions in Africa and South 
and Central Asia, major river deltas in 
Africa and South Asia, and Himalayan 
river basins.

�e scientists hope that African and 
Asian nations will collaborate on pest 
resistance, drought- and salt-tolerant 
crops, gene banks, improved seed 
production, post-harvest management, 
rainwater harvesting and e�cient water 

use.

Bernard Cantin, programme leader for 
CARIAA-IDRC, said the programme 
will fund four consortia consisting of 
�ve member institutions, bringing a 
range of regional, scienti�c and 
socio-economic development expertise 
to bear on climate vulnerability and 
options for adaption, including physical, 
social, economic and political 
dimensions.

�is approach will enable greater 
South-South sharing of knowledge and 
experience, and encourage innovation to 
strengthen adaptation and resilience 
among the poor, Cantin added.

�e consortium working on deltas 
includes the Institute of Water and 
Flood Management at Bangladesh 
University of Technology and 
Engineering, and India’s Jadavpur 
University, along with teams from 
Egypt, Ghana, and the United 
Kingdom. It will carry out research on 
the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna 
delta in Bangladesh, India’s Mahanadi 
delta, the Nile delta in Egypt and the 
Volta in Ghana to examine migration as 
an adaptation option for the most 
vulnerable.

Two consortia will study semi-arid 

safeguard populations from the risks 
associated with climate change, 
hundreds of millions of people will be 
a�ected by coastal �ooding or displaced 
due to land loss by 2100. �e majority of 
those a�ected will be from East, 
Southeast and South Asia.

In semi-arid parts of Asia and also in 
Africa, more frequent and prolonged 
droughts have already started 
threatening agriculture and livestock, 
key sources of food and livelihood.

Dominique Charron, director of the 
agriculture and environment wing at 
Canada’s International Development 
Research Centre, said CARIAA’s 
programming would help communities 
and countries prepare for likely shifts in 
their livelihood base resulting from 
changing weather patterns in Asia and 
Africa.

“It will also build expertise in climate 
change adaptation in di�erent 
agro-climatic regions and provide 
lasting networks for exchange of this 
new knowledge between southern and 
northern institutions,” Charron added.

He said the research teams would work 
with local people and organisations to 
simulate potential changes in migration 
and land use that might result from 
climate change, and the di�erent 
adaptation choices facing a�ected 
populations.

Since the impacts of climate change on 
natural ecosystems do not follow 
national borders, there is a need for 
cross-boundary collaboration between 
countries to better understand climate 
threats and discover adaptation and 
mitigation strategies that work, said 
Saleemul Huq, director of the 
International Centre for Climate 
Change and Development.

Huq added that the researchers taking 
part in the initiative must closely 
collaborate with policymakers and 
planners to translate their research 
�ndings into adaptation and mitigation 
plans that would represent real solutions.

regions: the Indian Institute for Human 
Settlements (IIHS) will study 
longer-term approaches to climate 
adaptation at scale in one consortium, 
and the Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute in Pakistan will contribute to 
research by another consortium aiming 
to identify economic threats and 
opportunities posed by climate change 
in semi-arid areas. Other partners in 
these consortia are from Senegal, South 
Africa, Tanzania, the United Kingdom 
and the United States.

Sumetee Pahwa Gajjar of IIHS believes 
that by focusing research on common 
hotspot challenges across di�erent 
contexts, new opportunities and insights 
can emerge for adaptation at scale in 
semi-arid regions.

CARIAA’s consortium on adaptation 
strategies in the Himalayan river basins 
is being led by the Kathmandu-based 
International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD). Its 
partners include organizations from 
Bangladesh, India, the Netherlands and 
Pakistan.

“CARIAA will provide key insights into 
future scenarios of water supply and 
availability to identify e�ective 
adaptation options available at a local, 
national and regional scale in the 
countries dependent on the Hindu Kush 
Himalayas glaciers,” said David Molden, 
director-general of ICIMOD.

Molden added that the programme 
would develop case studies from each of 
the participating countries in Asia to 
better understand climate issues and 
develop research-based adaptation plans.

Pachauri believes many areas of Asia are 
extremely vulnerable to climate change. 
Any alteration in temperature and 
precipitation, he said, would a�ect the 
way snow and ice melt in the Hindu 
Kush Himalayan region, as well as 
atmospheric circulation patterns that 
drive the South Asian summer 
monsoon.

COMING THREATS
�e Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change’s projections warn that 
without adaptation measures to 

With the already deficient snowfall 
melting early and causing waters to 
surge too soon, there could be little 
or no water left in the streams and 
channels by the time farmers need 
to irrigate their crops in June, he 
said.

“I am really perturbed by the 
astounding change in our weather 
pattern," said Nia’at Waali, a 
50-year-old maize farmer in 
Thangai village in the Gupis valley. 
"I have never in my entire life seen 
the mountain streams flowing with 
gushing water and the days getting 
warmer in March, which used to be 
a snowfall month."

Meteorologist Amin said that his 
observations show snowfall season 
now has shrunk to only the months 
of January and February, down from 
five months – November  November 
to March – in 1994.

armers in the valleys of 
northern Pakistan fear for 
the survival of their summer 
crops after a short winter of 

low snowfall altered the flow 
patterns of mountain streams, 
potentially robbing the farmers of 
water they rely on to irrigate their 
fields.

Experts at the Pakistan 
Meteorological Department (PMD) 
and senior weather observers 
posted at stations in Pakistan's 
Upper Indus Basin (UIB) say last 
winter's snowfall in most of the 
valleys of the Gilgit-Balistan 
province was as much as 70 percent 
below that of previous years.

"Not only was snowfall abysmally 
low, but it also started late by over 
two months," said Mohammad 
Amin, meteorologist at PMD's 
observatory station in Skardu 

district, where the Shigar River 
joins the Indus River in the shadow 
of the Karakoram mountain range. 
"And it started to melt in March 
instead of late April in most of the 
valleys of Skardu."

The early thaw meant the swelling 
of mountain streams months earlier 
than usual, said Musa Khan, head of 
the weather observatory station in 
Gupis in the northern 
Gilgit-Baltistan province. That could 
be devastating for farmers, who 
usually only start readying their 
lands for summer crops in May.

"The farmers prepare for cultivating 
summer crops from late May to the 
end of June, when rising 
temperatures usually cause the 
glacial-fed channels and streams to 
start flowing and irrigate the 
ploughed terraced fields," Khan 
said.
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parts of the Gilgit-Balistan province 
as part of an adaptation program," 
said Abid Sher Ali, the state 
minister of Pakistan's water and 
power ministry.

While several planned 
multi-billion-dollar dam projects 
could ease the risk of flooding and 
store water in the lower parts of the 
Gilgit-Balistan province, there is not 
much long-term, local help for the 
northern provinces hit by the 
effects of low snowfall.

"I will have a discussion with the 
provincial government of 
Gilgit-Balistan about the viability of 
building reservoirs," Ali said. "It will 
help reduce the mountain farmers' 
direct reliance on the flowing 
streams."

But reservoirs are only part of the 
answer. Shahana Khan, head of a 
project management unit at the Aga 
Khan Rural Support Programme, 
says that in order for farmers to 
adapt to changing weather 
patterns, they need access to new 
varieties of crop seeds and water 
conservation technologies, along 
with guidance on the various ways 
they can adapt to the impacts of 
climate change. 

“This requires institutions to make 
it all happen,” said Khan. “But with 
mal-functioning and poorly-staffed 
agriculture, irrigation and 
environment departments in most 
of the districts of Gilgit-Baltistan 
province, farmers’ climate woes are 
less likely to be addressed.”

That leaves Pakistan's mountain 
farmers with no other option than 
to guess at what the weather might 
bring next.

"For the last seven to nine years, we 
farmers have been caught 
unprepared and unaware of the 
weird changes in weather patterns, 
snowfall and rainfall," said Karam 
Hayat, a maize farmer in 
Hunza-Nagar valley. "How can we 
respond to these sudden and 
abrupt climatic changes?"

Khan, the weather observer at 
Gupis, suggests "farmers 
desperately need to adapt to erratic 
weather patterns and think of 
preparing their fields in March 
instead of May and June.”

RISING FLOOD RISK?
But shorter winters are not just a 
problem for crops — they can 
threaten lives, experts say.

Faster and earlier glacier melt in 
districts such as Ghizer, Gilgit and 
Hunza is leading rivers to now flow 
higher earlier than they did eight 
years ago – and that higher flow of 
glacier melt water is coming into 
rivers already swollen by monsoon 
rains, said environment and water 
scientist Salar Ali, who works as a 
research consultant with the 
Kathmandu-based International 
Centre for Integrated Mountain 

Development (ICIMOD).

By the time the glacier water surges 
into the Indus River, which runs 
from north to south through the 
Khyber-Pakthunkhwa province, 
Pakistan is in monsoon season. The 
meeting of heavier river flows and 
monsoon rains could lead to severe 
flooding downstream similar to that 
of 2010, which killed over 2,000 
people and affected 20 million 
people, scientists say.

Experts agree that one of the keys 
to helping Pakistan's mountain 
farmers cope with changing climate 
patterns is to increase the use of 
reservoirs, to allow farmers to 
capture flood or surplus water and 
use it later during dry seasons.

"Water from the mountain streams 
can be stored by building reservoirs 
in different valleys in the upper 



cientists from Africa and Asia 
will collaborate on research 
into climate risks in order to 
share knowledge between 

regions and help vulnerable 
communities adapt.

Speaking at the launch of the 
Collaborative Adaptation Research 
Initiative in Africa and Asia (CARIAA) 
in Kathmandu on April 30, leaders of 
the organisations involved in the new 
programme said that demographic 
trends and climate measurements in 
similar environments across both 
regions indicate that a large number of 
people and their livelihoods are at risk 
from the e�ects of climate change.

�e experts hope that the initiative will 
contribute to innovative adaptation and 
mitigation programmes that they say are 
urgently needed to address the e�ects of 
rising temperatures and climatic 
variability across Africa and Asia.

Supported by 70 million Canadian 
dollars ($64 million) of funding over 
seven years by Canada’s International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC) 
and the UK Department for 
International Development, CARIAA 
will bring together researchers in a 
variety of disciplines from Asia and 
Africa to tackle problems common to 

both regions, such as droughts and rising 
sea levels, and to try to �nd adaptive 
solutions that can be applied on both 
continents.

“Collaboration on adaptation research 
holds a range of large-scale mutual 
bene�ts (for) both Africa and Asia 
regions,” said Rajendra Pachauri, chair 
of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change and director-general of 
India-based �e Energy and Resources 
Institute, a member of a research 
consortium supported by CARIAA. “It 
will enrich our knowledge on options 
available to help the most vulnerable 
populations in a wide range of countries 
and regions.”

‘HOTSPOT’ FOCUS
�e CARIAA researchers hope to 
stimulate e�ective policies and actions 
for three types of climate “hotspots” – 
semi-arid regions in Africa and South 
and Central Asia, major river deltas in 
Africa and South Asia, and Himalayan 
river basins.

�e scientists hope that African and 
Asian nations will collaborate on pest 
resistance, drought- and salt-tolerant 
crops, gene banks, improved seed 
production, post-harvest management, 
rainwater harvesting and e�cient water 

use.

Bernard Cantin, programme leader for 
CARIAA-IDRC, said the programme 
will fund four consortia consisting of 
�ve member institutions, bringing a 
range of regional, scienti�c and 
socio-economic development expertise 
to bear on climate vulnerability and 
options for adaption, including physical, 
social, economic and political 
dimensions.

�is approach will enable greater 
South-South sharing of knowledge and 
experience, and encourage innovation to 
strengthen adaptation and resilience 
among the poor, Cantin added.

�e consortium working on deltas 
includes the Institute of Water and 
Flood Management at Bangladesh 
University of Technology and 
Engineering, and India’s Jadavpur 
University, along with teams from 
Egypt, Ghana, and the United 
Kingdom. It will carry out research on 
the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna 
delta in Bangladesh, India’s Mahanadi 
delta, the Nile delta in Egypt and the 
Volta in Ghana to examine migration as 
an adaptation option for the most 
vulnerable.

Two consortia will study semi-arid 

safeguard populations from the risks 
associated with climate change, 
hundreds of millions of people will be 
a�ected by coastal �ooding or displaced 
due to land loss by 2100. �e majority of 
those a�ected will be from East, 
Southeast and South Asia.

In semi-arid parts of Asia and also in 
Africa, more frequent and prolonged 
droughts have already started 
threatening agriculture and livestock, 
key sources of food and livelihood.

Dominique Charron, director of the 
agriculture and environment wing at 
Canada’s International Development 
Research Centre, said CARIAA’s 
programming would help communities 
and countries prepare for likely shifts in 
their livelihood base resulting from 
changing weather patterns in Asia and 
Africa.

“It will also build expertise in climate 
change adaptation in di�erent 
agro-climatic regions and provide 
lasting networks for exchange of this 
new knowledge between southern and 
northern institutions,” Charron added.

He said the research teams would work 
with local people and organisations to 
simulate potential changes in migration 
and land use that might result from 
climate change, and the di�erent 
adaptation choices facing a�ected 
populations.

Since the impacts of climate change on 
natural ecosystems do not follow 
national borders, there is a need for 
cross-boundary collaboration between 
countries to better understand climate 
threats and discover adaptation and 
mitigation strategies that work, said 
Saleemul Huq, director of the 
International Centre for Climate 
Change and Development.

Huq added that the researchers taking 
part in the initiative must closely 
collaborate with policymakers and 
planners to translate their research 
�ndings into adaptation and mitigation 
plans that would represent real solutions.

regions: the Indian Institute for Human 
Settlements (IIHS) will study 
longer-term approaches to climate 
adaptation at scale in one consortium, 
and the Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute in Pakistan will contribute to 
research by another consortium aiming 
to identify economic threats and 
opportunities posed by climate change 
in semi-arid areas. Other partners in 
these consortia are from Senegal, South 
Africa, Tanzania, the United Kingdom 
and the United States.

Sumetee Pahwa Gajjar of IIHS believes 
that by focusing research on common 
hotspot challenges across di�erent 
contexts, new opportunities and insights 
can emerge for adaptation at scale in 
semi-arid regions.

CARIAA’s consortium on adaptation 
strategies in the Himalayan river basins 
is being led by the Kathmandu-based 
International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD). Its 
partners include organizations from 
Bangladesh, India, the Netherlands and 
Pakistan.

“CARIAA will provide key insights into 
future scenarios of water supply and 
availability to identify e�ective 
adaptation options available at a local, 
national and regional scale in the 
countries dependent on the Hindu Kush 
Himalayas glaciers,” said David Molden, 
director-general of ICIMOD.

Molden added that the programme 
would develop case studies from each of 
the participating countries in Asia to 
better understand climate issues and 
develop research-based adaptation plans.

Pachauri believes many areas of Asia are 
extremely vulnerable to climate change. 
Any alteration in temperature and 
precipitation, he said, would a�ect the 
way snow and ice melt in the Hindu 
Kush Himalayan region, as well as 
atmospheric circulation patterns that 
drive the South Asian summer 
monsoon.

COMING THREATS
�e Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change’s projections warn that 
without adaptation measures to 

With the already deficient snowfall 
melting early and causing waters to 
surge too soon, there could be little 
or no water left in the streams and 
channels by the time farmers need 
to irrigate their crops in June, he 
said.

“I am really perturbed by the 
astounding change in our weather 
pattern," said Nia’at Waali, a 
50-year-old maize farmer in 
Thangai village in the Gupis valley. 
"I have never in my entire life seen 
the mountain streams flowing with 
gushing water and the days getting 
warmer in March, which used to be 
a snowfall month."

Meteorologist Amin said that his 
observations show snowfall season 
now has shrunk to only the months 
of January and February, down from 
five months – November  November 
to March – in 1994.

armers in the valleys of 
northern Pakistan fear for 
the survival of their summer 
crops after a short winter of 

low snowfall altered the flow 
patterns of mountain streams, 
potentially robbing the farmers of 
water they rely on to irrigate their 
fields.

Experts at the Pakistan 
Meteorological Department (PMD) 
and senior weather observers 
posted at stations in Pakistan's 
Upper Indus Basin (UIB) say last 
winter's snowfall in most of the 
valleys of the Gilgit-Balistan 
province was as much as 70 percent 
below that of previous years.

"Not only was snowfall abysmally 
low, but it also started late by over 
two months," said Mohammad 
Amin, meteorologist at PMD's 
observatory station in Skardu 

district, where the Shigar River 
joins the Indus River in the shadow 
of the Karakoram mountain range. 
"And it started to melt in March 
instead of late April in most of the 
valleys of Skardu."

The early thaw meant the swelling 
of mountain streams months earlier 
than usual, said Musa Khan, head of 
the weather observatory station in 
Gupis in the northern 
Gilgit-Baltistan province. That could 
be devastating for farmers, who 
usually only start readying their 
lands for summer crops in May.

"The farmers prepare for cultivating 
summer crops from late May to the 
end of June, when rising 
temperatures usually cause the 
glacial-fed channels and streams to 
start flowing and irrigate the 
ploughed terraced fields," Khan 
said.

parts of the Gilgit-Balistan province 
as part of an adaptation program," 
said Abid Sher Ali, the state 
minister of Pakistan's water and 
power ministry.

While several planned 
multi-billion-dollar dam projects 
could ease the risk of flooding and 
store water in the lower parts of the 
Gilgit-Balistan province, there is not 
much long-term, local help for the 
northern provinces hit by the 
effects of low snowfall.

"I will have a discussion with the 
provincial government of 
Gilgit-Balistan about the viability of 
building reservoirs," Ali said. "It will 
help reduce the mountain farmers' 
direct reliance on the flowing 
streams."

But reservoirs are only part of the 
answer. Shahana Khan, head of a 
project management unit at the Aga 
Khan Rural Support Programme, 
says that in order for farmers to 
adapt to changing weather 
patterns, they need access to new 
varieties of crop seeds and water 
conservation technologies, along 
with guidance on the various ways 
they can adapt to the impacts of 
climate change. 

“This requires institutions to make 
it all happen,” said Khan. “But with 
mal-functioning and poorly-staffed 
agriculture, irrigation and 
environment departments in most 
of the districts of Gilgit-Baltistan 
province, farmers’ climate woes are 
less likely to be addressed.”

That leaves Pakistan's mountain 
farmers with no other option than 
to guess at what the weather might 
bring next.

"For the last seven to nine years, we 
farmers have been caught 
unprepared and unaware of the 
weird changes in weather patterns, 
snowfall and rainfall," said Karam 
Hayat, a maize farmer in 
Hunza-Nagar valley. "How can we 
respond to these sudden and 
abrupt climatic changes?"

Khan, the weather observer at 
Gupis, suggests "farmers 
desperately need to adapt to erratic 
weather patterns and think of 
preparing their fields in March 
instead of May and June.”

RISING FLOOD RISK?
But shorter winters are not just a 
problem for crops — they can 
threaten lives, experts say.

Faster and earlier glacier melt in 
districts such as Ghizer, Gilgit and 
Hunza is leading rivers to now flow 
higher earlier than they did eight 
years ago – and that higher flow of 
glacier melt water is coming into 
rivers already swollen by monsoon 
rains, said environment and water 
scientist Salar Ali, who works as a 
research consultant with the 
Kathmandu-based International 
Centre for Integrated Mountain 

Development (ICIMOD).

By the time the glacier water surges 
into the Indus River, which runs 
from north to south through the 
Khyber-Pakthunkhwa province, 
Pakistan is in monsoon season. The 
meeting of heavier river flows and 
monsoon rains could lead to severe 
flooding downstream similar to that 
of 2010, which killed over 2,000 
people and affected 20 million 
people, scientists say.

Experts agree that one of the keys 
to helping Pakistan's mountain 
farmers cope with changing climate 
patterns is to increase the use of 
reservoirs, to allow farmers to 
capture flood or surplus water and 
use it later during dry seasons.

"Water from the mountain streams 
can be stored by building reservoirs 
in different valleys in the upper 

Sughra Tunio
The writer is climate change and 
development journalist based in 

Islamabad.
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cientists from Africa and Asia 
will collaborate on research 
into climate risks in order to 
share knowledge between 

regions and help vulnerable 
communities adapt.

Speaking at the launch of the 
Collaborative Adaptation Research 
Initiative in Africa and Asia (CARIAA) 
in Kathmandu on April 30, leaders of 
the organisations involved in the new 
programme said that demographic 
trends and climate measurements in 
similar environments across both 
regions indicate that a large number of 
people and their livelihoods are at risk 
from the e�ects of climate change.

�e experts hope that the initiative will 
contribute to innovative adaptation and 
mitigation programmes that they say are 
urgently needed to address the e�ects of 
rising temperatures and climatic 
variability across Africa and Asia.

Supported by 70 million Canadian 
dollars ($64 million) of funding over 
seven years by Canada’s International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC) 
and the UK Department for 
International Development, CARIAA 
will bring together researchers in a 
variety of disciplines from Asia and 
Africa to tackle problems common to 

both regions, such as droughts and rising 
sea levels, and to try to �nd adaptive 
solutions that can be applied on both 
continents.

“Collaboration on adaptation research 
holds a range of large-scale mutual 
bene�ts (for) both Africa and Asia 
regions,” said Rajendra Pachauri, chair 
of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change and director-general of 
India-based �e Energy and Resources 
Institute, a member of a research 
consortium supported by CARIAA. “It 
will enrich our knowledge on options 
available to help the most vulnerable 
populations in a wide range of countries 
and regions.”

‘HOTSPOT’ FOCUS
�e CARIAA researchers hope to 
stimulate e�ective policies and actions 
for three types of climate “hotspots” – 
semi-arid regions in Africa and South 
and Central Asia, major river deltas in 
Africa and South Asia, and Himalayan 
river basins.

�e scientists hope that African and 
Asian nations will collaborate on pest 
resistance, drought- and salt-tolerant 
crops, gene banks, improved seed 
production, post-harvest management, 
rainwater harvesting and e�cient water 

use.

Bernard Cantin, programme leader for 
CARIAA-IDRC, said the programme 
will fund four consortia consisting of 
�ve member institutions, bringing a 
range of regional, scienti�c and 
socio-economic development expertise 
to bear on climate vulnerability and 
options for adaption, including physical, 
social, economic and political 
dimensions.

�is approach will enable greater 
South-South sharing of knowledge and 
experience, and encourage innovation to 
strengthen adaptation and resilience 
among the poor, Cantin added.

�e consortium working on deltas 
includes the Institute of Water and 
Flood Management at Bangladesh 
University of Technology and 
Engineering, and India’s Jadavpur 
University, along with teams from 
Egypt, Ghana, and the United 
Kingdom. It will carry out research on 
the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna 
delta in Bangladesh, India’s Mahanadi 
delta, the Nile delta in Egypt and the 
Volta in Ghana to examine migration as 
an adaptation option for the most 
vulnerable.

Two consortia will study semi-arid 

safeguard populations from the risks 
associated with climate change, 
hundreds of millions of people will be 
a�ected by coastal �ooding or displaced 
due to land loss by 2100. �e majority of 
those a�ected will be from East, 
Southeast and South Asia.

In semi-arid parts of Asia and also in 
Africa, more frequent and prolonged 
droughts have already started 
threatening agriculture and livestock, 
key sources of food and livelihood.

Dominique Charron, director of the 
agriculture and environment wing at 
Canada’s International Development 
Research Centre, said CARIAA’s 
programming would help communities 
and countries prepare for likely shifts in 
their livelihood base resulting from 
changing weather patterns in Asia and 
Africa.

“It will also build expertise in climate 
change adaptation in di�erent 
agro-climatic regions and provide 
lasting networks for exchange of this 
new knowledge between southern and 
northern institutions,” Charron added.

He said the research teams would work 
with local people and organisations to 
simulate potential changes in migration 
and land use that might result from 
climate change, and the di�erent 
adaptation choices facing a�ected 
populations.

Since the impacts of climate change on 
natural ecosystems do not follow 
national borders, there is a need for 
cross-boundary collaboration between 
countries to better understand climate 
threats and discover adaptation and 
mitigation strategies that work, said 
Saleemul Huq, director of the 
International Centre for Climate 
Change and Development.

Huq added that the researchers taking 
part in the initiative must closely 
collaborate with policymakers and 
planners to translate their research 
�ndings into adaptation and mitigation 
plans that would represent real solutions.

regions: the Indian Institute for Human 
Settlements (IIHS) will study 
longer-term approaches to climate 
adaptation at scale in one consortium, 
and the Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute in Pakistan will contribute to 
research by another consortium aiming 
to identify economic threats and 
opportunities posed by climate change 
in semi-arid areas. Other partners in 
these consortia are from Senegal, South 
Africa, Tanzania, the United Kingdom 
and the United States.

Sumetee Pahwa Gajjar of IIHS believes 
that by focusing research on common 
hotspot challenges across di�erent 
contexts, new opportunities and insights 
can emerge for adaptation at scale in 
semi-arid regions.

CARIAA’s consortium on adaptation 
strategies in the Himalayan river basins 
is being led by the Kathmandu-based 
International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD). Its 
partners include organizations from 
Bangladesh, India, the Netherlands and 
Pakistan.

“CARIAA will provide key insights into 
future scenarios of water supply and 
availability to identify e�ective 
adaptation options available at a local, 
national and regional scale in the 
countries dependent on the Hindu Kush 
Himalayas glaciers,” said David Molden, 
director-general of ICIMOD.

Molden added that the programme 
would develop case studies from each of 
the participating countries in Asia to 
better understand climate issues and 
develop research-based adaptation plans.

Pachauri believes many areas of Asia are 
extremely vulnerable to climate change. 
Any alteration in temperature and 
precipitation, he said, would a�ect the 
way snow and ice melt in the Hindu 
Kush Himalayan region, as well as 
atmospheric circulation patterns that 
drive the South Asian summer 
monsoon.

COMING THREATS
�e Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change’s projections warn that 
without adaptation measures to 

MEDIA

But secondly you say 
'society must exact 
vengeance, and society must 
punish'. Wrong on both 

counts. Vengeance comes from the 
individual and punishment from 
God.” 

Victor Hugo, The Last Day of a 
Condemned Man

The United States. 2014. 21st 
century. Capital punishment still 
exists in full fervor in 32 out of 50 
states. Shocking. Cruel and Unusual.  

On April 29, 2014 in the state of 
Oklahoma, Clayton Lockett, a death 
row inmate died after suffering a 
heart attack due to a failed 
execution of a lethal injection. That's 
not all. He was administered an 
untested mixture, a "cocktail" so to 
speak, of drugs previously untested 
for executions in the United States. 
The execution was halted but 
Lockett died 43 minutes after that 
fact, during which time he went 
through excruciating pain, 
convulsed, tried to rise from the 
execution table fourteen times….in 
short, a nightmare was in progress.

The reason behind what has 
commonly been called now a 
"botched execution" was due to the 
fact that many European companies 
which provide a necessary drug 
known as propofol (largely used as a 
sedative and anesthetic) for the 
lethal cocktail have ceased to 
provide it for purposes of lethal 
injections, as the European Union is 
staunchly against the death penalty. 
The EU has enacted strict export 
controls on a number of drugs. The 
European Commission announced in 
December that it wanted to ensure 
none were being sold for use in 
“capital punishment, torture or 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment.”

In the past, the United States had 
practiced executions with the use of 

the electric chair and even by firing 
squad. Some states such as Virginia 
still use the electric chair. What was 
shockingly surprising after the mess 
and embarrassment of Lockett's 
botched execution was that instead 
of reviewing and contemplating 
seriously about the cruelty of the 
death penalty, what some states 
have decided to do is to choose 
other methods, those methods used 
in the past, to continue practicing it! 
Some states have started to decide 
on bringing back the electric chair 
and…yes, even the firing squad.

Other methods of execution were 
used less and less and a preference 
for lethal injections was seen over 
the years as it was considered a 
more "humane" form of executing 
death row inmates. The question is: 
is there anything "humane" about 
killing a human being, no matter 
what his crime is and no matter how 
guilty he is? It is baffling to even 
think that anyone with a sane mind 
could consider anything humane in 
the execution of another human 
being.

Not to mention that it is common 
practice in a US execution to allow 
members of the victims' families to 
sit in and watch the spectacle, as 
apparently as this process provides 
some sort of catharsis and closure to 
the family members and loved ones 
of the victim. No, this is not 
medieval Europe when public 
executions were probably one of the 
biggest sources of entertainment for 
the masses. This is the United States 
in 2014. Enough said?

A very interesting and heart 
wrenching article recently 
published by a human rights lawyer 
aptly pointed out that while the 
United States is at it, why not widely 
nationally televise executions for 
the entire country to witness?  
Basically, the point being…where 
does this madness end? Where is 
the line drawn and will it ever be 

drawn? What does it say about a 
society and its core values when it 
can condone the willful killing of 
human beings and join together to 
actually witness it to achieve a sense 
of relief and closure? In countries 
where the death penalty has been 
abolished, do families of victims not 
manage to deal with their grief? 
What seems clear from this is that a 
society gets accustomed to what is 
allowed to them. There is no more 
reason for Americans to actually 
physically witness the killing of the 
person who has caused their family 
harm and for American society to 
extract justice in doing so any more 
than for instance, in Europe.

Granted, we are not talking about 
the execution of an innocent person 
with regards to Lockett. He was 
accused of kidnapping, beating and 
burying alive a young woman. Such 
atrocious crimes should obviously 
never go unpunished and thank 
goodness the perpetrator was 
caught. However, the quintessential 
question which arises with regards 
to the matter of capital punishment 
is this: is it the least bit moral, 
logical, humane or even normal to 
murder a human being who has 
murdered or committed any other 
crime? Do two wrongs make a right?

The Eighth Amendment to the US 
Constitution prohibits the federal 
government from imposing 
excessive bail, excessive fines or 
cruel and unusual punishments, 
including torture. The U.S. Supreme 
Court has ruled that this 
amendment's Cruel and Unusual 
Punishment Clause also applies to 
the states. A great deal has been said 
about the Eight Amendment 
following Lockett's execution. 
However, has it thus far been 
applied? Not really.

There is absolutely no doubt that 
"cruel and unusual" only begins to 
describe what the death penalty 
entails. There is no morality or 
dignity in a form of justice, or lack of 
it, which finds any legality or 
normality in murdering human 
beings in the pretext of obtaining 
that justice.

“

Sabria Chowdhury Balland 
is an English and French professor 

residing in the US. She is a 
columnist on American political and 
legal issues for several international 

publications. Twitter: 
@SabriaBalland, Email: 
scballand@gmail.com

Two wrongs don't make a right

CAPITAL
PUNISHMENT
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ew men in recent history of 
the sub-continent have been 
so much read and revered, 
earned so many friends and 

detractors, had their  share of love and 
scorn from people as did Khushwant 
Singh who passed away a couple of 
months ago at the ripe age of 99. He was 
so many things packed into one that it is 
di�cult to dwell at various facets of his 
life in this small space. His journey of life 
as a lawyer from Lincoln’s Inn, a UN 
employee, a diplomat, a parliamentarian, 
a historian, an eminent editor of most 
popular and widely read newspapers and 
magazines, translator, naturalist, a 
story-teller and above all a writer of 
prodigious energy and �re made him an 
icon who now occupies a place in the 
pantheon of great men reserved for very 
few.

Khushwant Singh was not an easy man 
to describe as a crusader and a man of 
letters from his writings spread over eight 
decades through the ebb and �ow of a 
turbulent life. His range as a writer was 
so wide that he could be as  serious a  
scholar of history as he appeared in his 
magnum opus “ �e History of Sikhs “ in 

three volumes or his chronicled novel “ 
Train to Pakistan “ and as �irtatious, 
sensual and  joke raconteur as he 
appeared in his “ �e Company of 
Women”,“Women and Men in my Life” 
“ his classic epic of ‘Delhi’ or  his popular 
“Sardar Jokes.” He was particularly 
known for his deep insight into men and 
matters of his time and in the numerous 
sketches and anecdotes he wrote about 
various individuals of his time, where he 
appeared to be a veritable iconoclast. He 
was a man of broad sympathies and his 
interests were as varied as politics, travels, 
history, nature, journalism, poetry, 
literature, and particularly the earth to 
which he belonged. He studied religions 
and ideologies of various people and 
cultures and fearlessly expressed his 
views about them. Being a humanist to 
the core, he showed keen interest about 
the famous and infamous people alike 
but his portraits of the infamous people 
were more illuminating and readable in 
which he unraveled those details which 
were hitherto not known to the world. 
His essays and articles were written on 
subjects as varied as God, the after-life, 
books, prostitution, crank calls and pets, 
etc. In belief, he was an agnostic, and did 

not adhere to any established creed, yet 
his love for his own community and 
co-religionists was so strong that he 
documented the most authentic history 
of Sikhs, which is a classic landmark. He 
austerely sported the traditional beard 
and turban of his community in his 
homeland and in all his vast travels 
abroad. 

‘Malice’ or ‘malicious’ were his favourite 
words which he used while describing 
others, and often there was a deep irony 
in what he thus wrote. In fact those were 
the pieces which re�ected his abiding 
humanity and his honest and true 
appraisal of his subjects he chose to write 
on. Even when he wrote about dacoits, 
swindlers and imposters, their vices were 
aptly balanced by their ingrained virtues 
leaving hardly any ground to be 
malicious.  His column ‘With Malice 
towards One and All’ which appeared for 
several years in ‘�e Illustrated Weekly’ 
was the most widely read column in 
India.

�ere was something essentially 
paradoxical about Khushwant Singh. He 
always liked to be known as a lecherous, 
sex obsessed and controversial �gure, 
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which ironically endeared him to a vast 
mass of his readers, for whom it was 
titillating to know more about his 
personality. �at is why he always 
insisted that he was not a nice man to 
know which meant just the opposite of 
what he claimed. At heart, he was the 
most simple and principled man known 
to his friends and foes. Despite being the 
son of a very wealthy contractor of Delhi, 
he abhorred lavish life-style. His 
generosity in helping the helpless and 
needy was so great that he parted with 
whatever he had when he found one in 
need.“I just don’t know how to say no,” he 
admitted. “If I were a woman, I think I 
would be eternally pregnant.”He never 
missed an opportunity of laughing at 
himself. Known for his acerbic wit, often 
bordering on ribaldry, he had the �ne art 
of getting away with some of the 
cheekiest things which had ever appeared 
in print. Once when asked how he was 
such a proli�c writer, he quipped, “�ey 
haven’t invented a condom for the pen 
yet “. In another con�icting situation, he 
wistfully remarked, “I asked God for a 
bike, but I know God doesn’t work that 
way. So I stole a bike and asked for 
forgiveness.”

He took part in politics during the days 
of Indira Gandhi, and spent a good time 
in the upper house of Parliament, and 
made some memorable speeches, but he 
was really not cut out for politics. His son 
says that he was basically a man of heart 
rather than mind, when it came to acting 
like a politician. But his sincerity to his 
principles twice earned him the highest 
civil awards of Padma Bhushan in 1974 
(which he returned in 1984 in protest 
against the siege of  the Golden Temple) 
and then again in 2007 he was awarded 
Padma Vibhushan, another 
distinguished civil award.

In his private life, he had predominantly 
feminine traits, and had a devilish 
penchant for gossiping in his leisure. 
Both men and women visited him and 
enjoyed his company. Unlike his father 
he did not throw parties to curry favours 
with the powerful people. He was 
content in sitting in the quiet company of 
his friends. �e famous writer Shoba De, 
a regular visitor to his house says that “his 
self-propagated image of a boozy 
scoundrel and seducer of lonely buxom 
ladies was only a bit of a joke.” People 
who knew him intimately, however, 
swear that one could not �nd a more 
caring, generous, and soft-hearted 
person. He led a perfectly ordered life 
writing ‘proli�cally’ and meeting people 
‘selectively’. He meticulously observed 
his daily schedule of writing, , eating his 
meals, taking his naps,spending his time 
for  tennis or swimming; at 7 pm he took 
his  mild drinks; at 8.30 pm he took his 
dinner and at 9’O clock sharp he retired 
to bed, taking leave of all his guests, 
however distinguished they might be. 
�is was the measure of his 
self-discipline.

He hated name-droppers,self-praisers 
and the humbugs. He had the highest 
admiration for three men of the 
sub-continent who in�uenced him 
deeply out of which the most prominent 
was Mr. Manzoor Qadir, our  former 
Foreign minister whom he regarded as 
the most pious and honest man with 
outstanding gifts of mind and heart, 
whose close friendship he cherished all 
through his life.

Khushwant Singh has been acclaimed as 
a most consummate creative artist, and a 
conscious craftsman. An eminent critic 
of India has extolled his “narrative 
�nesse, his un-erring ear for dialogue, his 
ability to create convincing archetypes as 
well as individuals, and above all for his 
skilful evocation of temporal and spatial 
ambience”. He was the best entertaining 

wit of his time, with an uncanny ability 
for the austere economy for words. His 
beginnings had an instantaneous element 
of surprise and delight, and the reader 
could not but be carried away with the 
irresistible charm of his description.�is 
is the hallmark of all great artists.

As to his general views about religion, 
people and culture, it is enough to say 
that he was not a religious man in the 
traditional sense. �ough he believed in 
God but as an agnostic, he believed that 
there was no scienti�c basis to prove His 
existence. Yet he respected all religions 
and creeds. He had no bias in favour of 
any one creed nor was prejudiced against 
any belief. Being a widely travelled man, 
he knew the attitudes, habits and cultures 
of all communities and had a universal 
understanding of people all over the 
world. He once wrote that “If one does 
wrong, even the Buddha cannot help 
him. Everyone is his own master”.He 
believed in a robust life, and his 
understanding of this world revolved 
round what he called ‘three Ls’ i.e. life, 
love and laughter. He most passionately 
hated communal violence and bigotry in 
all its forms. He had great love for 
Muslim Su� saints and was immensely 
inspired by the poetry of Allama Iqbal. 
His translations of ‘Shikwa’ and ‘Jawab 
Shikwa’ into English are a valuable 
contribution to literature. He remained a 
crusader against hypocrisy and 
superstition and debunked all those 
guilty of these traits irrespective of which 
religion they belonged to. �e razing of a 
mosque in 1992, and attacks on Muslim 
minorities in 2002 were as egregiously 
contemptible to him as was the 
desecration of the Golden Temple of the 
Sikhs.

True to his own philosophy of life, he 
wrote his own epitaph many years before 
his death.

“Here lies one who spared neither 
man nor God

Waste not your tears on him, he 
was a sod

Writing nasty things he regarded 
as great fun

�ank the Lord he is dead, this 
son of a gun”



ew men in recent history of 
the sub-continent have been 
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icon who now occupies a place in the 
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known for his deep insight into men and 
matters of his time and in the numerous 
sketches and anecdotes he wrote about 
various individuals of his time, where he 
appeared to be a veritable iconoclast. He 
was a man of broad sympathies and his 
interests were as varied as politics, travels, 
history, nature, journalism, poetry, 
literature, and particularly the earth to 
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and ideologies of various people and 
cultures and fearlessly expressed his 
views about them. Being a humanist to 
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but his portraits of the infamous people 
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His essays and articles were written on 
subjects as varied as God, the after-life, 
books, prostitution, crank calls and pets, 
etc. In belief, he was an agnostic, and did 

not adhere to any established creed, yet 
his love for his own community and 
co-religionists was so strong that he 
documented the most authentic history 
of Sikhs, which is a classic landmark. He 
austerely sported the traditional beard 
and turban of his community in his 
homeland and in all his vast travels 
abroad. 

‘Malice’ or ‘malicious’ were his favourite 
words which he used while describing 
others, and often there was a deep irony 
in what he thus wrote. In fact those were 
the pieces which re�ected his abiding 
humanity and his honest and true 
appraisal of his subjects he chose to write 
on. Even when he wrote about dacoits, 
swindlers and imposters, their vices were 
aptly balanced by their ingrained virtues 
leaving hardly any ground to be 
malicious.  His column ‘With Malice 
towards One and All’ which appeared for 
several years in ‘�e Illustrated Weekly’ 
was the most widely read column in 
India.

�ere was something essentially 
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always liked to be known as a lecherous, 
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himself. Known for his acerbic wit, often 
bordering on ribaldry, he had the �ne art 
of getting away with some of the 
cheekiest things which had ever appeared 
in print. Once when asked how he was 
such a proli�c writer, he quipped, “�ey 
haven’t invented a condom for the pen 
yet “. In another con�icting situation, he 
wistfully remarked, “I asked God for a 
bike, but I know God doesn’t work that 
way. So I stole a bike and asked for 
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He took part in politics during the days 
of Indira Gandhi, and spent a good time 
in the upper house of Parliament, and 
made some memorable speeches, but he 
was really not cut out for politics. His son 
says that he was basically a man of heart 
rather than mind, when it came to acting 
like a politician. But his sincerity to his 
principles twice earned him the highest 
civil awards of Padma Bhushan in 1974 
(which he returned in 1984 in protest 
against the siege of  the Golden Temple) 
and then again in 2007 he was awarded 
Padma Vibhushan, another 
distinguished civil award.

In his private life, he had predominantly 
feminine traits, and had a devilish 
penchant for gossiping in his leisure. 
Both men and women visited him and 
enjoyed his company. Unlike his father 
he did not throw parties to curry favours 
with the powerful people. He was 
content in sitting in the quiet company of 
his friends. �e famous writer Shoba De, 
a regular visitor to his house says that “his 
self-propagated image of a boozy 
scoundrel and seducer of lonely buxom 
ladies was only a bit of a joke.” People 
who knew him intimately, however, 
swear that one could not �nd a more 
caring, generous, and soft-hearted 
person. He led a perfectly ordered life 
writing ‘proli�cally’ and meeting people 
‘selectively’. He meticulously observed 
his daily schedule of writing, , eating his 
meals, taking his naps,spending his time 
for  tennis or swimming; at 7 pm he took 
his  mild drinks; at 8.30 pm he took his 
dinner and at 9’O clock sharp he retired 
to bed, taking leave of all his guests, 
however distinguished they might be. 
�is was the measure of his 
self-discipline.

He hated name-droppers,self-praisers 
and the humbugs. He had the highest 
admiration for three men of the 
sub-continent who in�uenced him 
deeply out of which the most prominent 
was Mr. Manzoor Qadir, our  former 
Foreign minister whom he regarded as 
the most pious and honest man with 
outstanding gifts of mind and heart, 
whose close friendship he cherished all 
through his life.

Khushwant Singh has been acclaimed as 
a most consummate creative artist, and a 
conscious craftsman. An eminent critic 
of India has extolled his “narrative 
�nesse, his un-erring ear for dialogue, his 
ability to create convincing archetypes as 
well as individuals, and above all for his 
skilful evocation of temporal and spatial 
ambience”. He was the best entertaining 

wit of his time, with an uncanny ability 
for the austere economy for words. His 
beginnings had an instantaneous element 
of surprise and delight, and the reader 
could not but be carried away with the 
irresistible charm of his description.�is 
is the hallmark of all great artists.

As to his general views about religion, 
people and culture, it is enough to say 
that he was not a religious man in the 
traditional sense. �ough he believed in 
God but as an agnostic, he believed that 
there was no scienti�c basis to prove His 
existence. Yet he respected all religions 
and creeds. He had no bias in favour of 
any one creed nor was prejudiced against 
any belief. Being a widely travelled man, 
he knew the attitudes, habits and cultures 
of all communities and had a universal 
understanding of people all over the 
world. He once wrote that “If one does 
wrong, even the Buddha cannot help 
him. Everyone is his own master”.He 
believed in a robust life, and his 
understanding of this world revolved 
round what he called ‘three Ls’ i.e. life, 
love and laughter. He most passionately 
hated communal violence and bigotry in 
all its forms. He had great love for 
Muslim Su� saints and was immensely 
inspired by the poetry of Allama Iqbal. 
His translations of ‘Shikwa’ and ‘Jawab 
Shikwa’ into English are a valuable 
contribution to literature. He remained a 
crusader against hypocrisy and 
superstition and debunked all those 
guilty of these traits irrespective of which 
religion they belonged to. �e razing of a 
mosque in 1992, and attacks on Muslim 
minorities in 2002 were as egregiously 
contemptible to him as was the 
desecration of the Golden Temple of the 
Sikhs.

True to his own philosophy of life, he 
wrote his own epitaph many years before 
his death.

“Here lies one who spared neither 
man nor God

Waste not your tears on him, he 
was a sod

Writing nasty things he regarded 
as great fun

�ank the Lord he is dead, this 
son of a gun”
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more than three-fold increase 
in HIV among intravenous 
drug users over the last eight 
years has alarmed public 

health o�cials in Pakistan. �e number of 
drug users infected with HIV has 
increased from 11 per cent to 37 per cent 
during the last eight years.

Azmat, aged 36, living in a slum in 
Islamabad who is a carpenter by 
profession typi�es this trend. A heroin 
user for the last 14 years, he has no idea 
how he contracted HIV. He did not even 
realize it was a risk.

“I started using drugs within six months 
of marriage because I loved a girl I could 
not marry.  In order to forget her, I started 
using tranquilizers. When tranquilizers 
failed to provide peace of mind I started 
taking Charas and ultimately I shifted to 
heroin from the last six years and now I’ve 
realized that I cannot live without it”, 
Azmat commented.

Speaking about treatment, Azmat said he 
obtained drug rehabilitation treatment 
almost 12 times during the last 14 years 
but could not get rid of this addiction. He 
said normally the drug rehabilitation 
centers kept him for one month for the 
purpose of treatment but once he was 
back home he started doing drugs again. 

Talking about his plan for the treatment 
now, he said, “I don’t want to waste any 
money on this treatment. I was told by the 
hospital where I got treatment that I have 
HIV but I don’t believe them because 
what I have heard is that HIV spreads 
after having sex with the prostitutes but I 
have never had it so why would I be HIV 
positive’”.

When asked about his children whether 
they go to school, Azmat said they used to 
go to school earlier but when I realized it 
is di�cult for me to continue their studies, 
they dropped o� from school and now 
two of my boys are working in a 
motorbike workshop. My elder daughter 
also works with her mother and the rest of 
three kids stay at home.

“I have six children and this is God’s 
blessing upon me because they have 
started taking responsibility of earning 
livelihood”.

Speaking about the behavior of people 
Azmat said most of the people do not 
even like to talk to him and think of him 
as he is the world’s most wanted person 
and a criminal. “But I don’t care whatever 
they think about me”, Azmat commented.

�e United Nations O�ce on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC) in its report presented 
a very alarming situation for Pakistan in 
terms of increasing trend of drug usage. 
According to the report 6.7 million people 
are using drugs in Pakistan, 4 million 
people are using Charas, 860,000 people 
are taking heroin.

�e report says that the most dangerous 
trend in Pakistan which has seen a 
signi�cant rise in the recent past is 
injecting drug users which stand at 
430,000. Not only this but 1.6 million 
people are addicted to painkillers and 1.5 
million people are using 
tranquilizers/sedatives. Average age of 
drug users is 25-39 years while 20 per cent 
of the drug users consume more than one 
illicit drug. It says that 4.25 million drug 
users are dependent on drugs and need 
professional help.

�e UNODC in its report mentioned 
that out of these 430,000 injecting drug 
users 423,000 are male users while 7,000 
of them are female. �e trend of taking 

painkillers and tranquilizers is increasing 
among females and majority of them 
belong to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Baluchistan. 

Dr Nadeem ur Rehman UNODC 
Advisor on HIV and Drug Use in his 
interview with this scribe also presented a 
horrible picture of drug usage in Pakistan 
saying that with every passing year there 
has been an enormous surge in HIV 
infected people among those who are drug 
injecting users.

In 2008, drug users with HIV were 21 
percent which rose to 37 percent in 2011. 
If this trend continues then it would be 
very dangerous for a country like Pakistan 
where the treatment process is already 
below par. Dr. Nadeem further said that 
only 1990 beds are available for drug 
treatment in Pakistan and the resources 
are handful.

Speaking about HIV, he said 87 per cent 
of the total drug users have no knowledge 
about HIV and its prevalence. �ey do not 
even know the harmful impact of sharing 
the syringe which is a major cause of HIV 
transfusion. He said this could only be 
controlled through a strict operation by 
the government to seize and apprehend 
the drug dealers and stop its sale in the 
streets. Secondly the government should 
start an e�ective awareness campaign at 
school level and kids should be educated 
at early age.

It is pertinent to mention here that 
Pakistan Bureau of Statics conducted a 
comprehensive survey with the support of 
Ministry of Narcotics Control and 
UNODC. According to this survey a 
questionnaire with the help of 
international experts was formulated and 
these questionnaires were distributed 
among 62,000 units across the country in 
rural and urban areas of Pakistan. A series 
of surveys was conducted throughout the 
four provinces and Pakistan-administered 
Kashmir. An important factor according 
to this survey has revealed that the trend 
of drug usage was very common among 
the age of 25-39 than the ages of 15 to 24.

 �e government in its Vision 2025 has 
fully addressed this issue and that was the 
reason Pakistan Bureau of Statics was 
given task to hold a countrywide survey in 
order to get a complete picture of drug 
usage in Pakistan.
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ragically, child labour is a 
reality in Pakistan. Many 
organizations have 
estimated that child 

labourers in the country could be 
anywhere between 8 to 19 million. 
The concept of child labor got much 
attention during the 1990s when 
European countries announced ban 
on the goods of the less-developed 
countries owing to child labor.

Moreover, child labor is an important 
and a serious global issue through 
which all and sundry countries of the 
world are directly or indirectly 
affected, but, it is very common in 
Latin America, Africa and Asia. 
According to some, in several Asian 
countries’ 1/10 manpower consists 
of child Labor. In India the number of 
child labourers between the ages of 
10-14 has crossed above 44 million, 
in Pakistan this number is between 8 
to 10 million, in Bangladesh 8-12 
million, in Brazil 7 million, whereas 
the figure is 12 million in Nigeria.

In Pakistan children aged 5-14 are 
above 40 million. During last year, 
Federal Bureau of Statistics released 
the results of its survey funded by 
ILO’s IPEC (International Program on 
the Elimination of Child Labor). The 
findings were that 3.8 million 
children between the age group of 
5-14 years are working in Pakistan 
out of total 40 million children in this 
age group. Fifty percent of these 
economically active children fall in 
the age group of 5 to 9 years. Even 
out of these 3.8 million economically 
active children, 2.7 million were 
claimed to be working in the 
agriculture sector. Two million and 
four hundred thousand (73%) of 
them were said to be boys. It is an 
outcome of a multitude of 
socio-economic factors and has its 
roots in poverty, lack of 
opportunities, high rate of population 
growth, unemployment, uneven 
distribution of wealth and resources, 
outdated social customs and norms 
and plethora of other factors.

In most families where children work, 
there is an average of 8 children and 
if girls are employed, the families 
have at least 9 children. If women are 
involved in the working sector, it is 
more likely that they would have 
fewer children and they would have 
children at a later stage and age in 
life. Thus, the government should find 
a way to empower women and 
children. In addition to this, the 
Pakistani as well as Western 
governments must invest more 

money into the education system. It 
is clear that many parents do not 
want to send their children to school 
either because they must pay for 
schooling or they view the school 
system as inadequate. According to a 
survey, 24 percent of children 
believed that the school did not teach 
them any useful skills. The 
government could open schools that 

teach lifelong skills to children who 
must work for a living. 

However, Child labour continues to 
be a reality for various reasons. In 
Northwest Frontier Province (NWFP), 
for instance, at least 1.1 million 
children are engaged in hazardous 
labour according to 
non-governmental organization 
survey, although this is most likely 
underestimated because home 
businesses are not registered. In 
NWFP, 50 percent of children are 
primary school dropout and many 
parents are also addicted to heroin, 
which forces the children to work.  
NWFP also has a very low literacy rate 
compared to the rest of Pakistan: just 
37.3 percent, according to a report by 
IRIN Asia (UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs). Statistics show that 50 
percent of children that are trafficked 
for work live with parents who cannot 

read, according to SPARC report, thus 
education plays a big role in child 
labour.

Pakistani government passed a law 
forgiving debts for all bonded 
labourers, however the practice still 
continues. A report by an NGO reveals 
that 52 percent of households with 
child labourers are in debt. In the 

carpet industry 
alone, half a 
million children 
have to work due 
to family debt, 
according to U.S. 
department of 
Labor report on 
Pakistan (July 
2008). In addition, 
most of the 
families that are 
bonded have no 
land, which means 
that bonded 

labour, much like child labour in 
general, is mainly a rural problem. In 
Sindh province, the bonded labourers 
are treated basically as slaves. Most 
of them are men but their wives and 
children “are also captives of the 
feudal lords”.

There is no better way to prevent 
child labor than to make education 
compulsory. The West made peace 
with this long time ago. Laws were 
enacted very early to secure 
continued education for working 
children and now they have gone a 
step forward. Completion of at least 
the preliminary education of the 
child is required before he or she 
begins work.
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owever hard I have tried not to 
worry about the frequent 
power outages which have 
assaulted us with redoubled 

vigour these days, and notwithstanding 
the golden rules of Dale Carnegie to 
banish worry in all unforeseen 
circumstances, I confess that I have not 
been able to be paci�ed by taking it all in 
my stride. In a well-lighted room, when 
life rolls on in its usual routine, suddenly 
pitch darkness engulfs the room 
bringing all activities to a grinding halt. 
Darkness is equated to death and 
depravity in the realm of literature, 
because it virtually devours life which 
manifests itself only in light. 
Shakespeare uses the metaphor of 
darkness to illustrate Macbeth’s slide 
towards depravity. Macbeth cannot face 
his murderous intentions and only needs 
darkness to hide what he is about to do. 
“Stars hide our �res/let not light see my 
black and deep desires.” In ‘King Lear’ 
Satan is likened to the Prince of 
darkness, “having jaws with which to 
devour love”. Similarly in ‘Othello’ and 
‘Romeo Juliet’, light stands for hope and 
new beginnings, while darkness often 

personi�es fear, evil, treachery, and the 
un-known.

�e darkness which pervades most of 
Pakistan these days is symptomatic of 
the same depravity, treachery and evil for 
which it stands as a symbol. It indicates 
some extremely vile thing to have 
happened to Pakistan in the past of 
which none of us are aware. God is 
always just and it is an article of faith 
with us that He in his in�nite wisdom 
rewards those who make the best use of 
the faculties with which they are 
endowed by Him. Since we remained 
complacent in an environment where 
everything was changing, we took it for 
granted that things would change and 
the impending fears would be 
automatically overcome without much 
e�ort on our part. Since those days, 
darkness as any malaise has come to stay 
with us, with all its attending mischief 
and cruelties. Meeting energy crisis on 
war footing has never been our priority, 
and during the three decades since 1980s 
it has never �gured on the top of our 
agenda. Political expediency, petty 
intrigues and lust for power of our 
leaders blinded us to the urgent measures 

which could be taken in time to arrest 
the ghost of a severe energy crisis which 
has warped our lives, eroded our 
economy and devastated our industry. In 
the midst of this crisis when life has 
come to a stand-still, hardly any political 
party or its leaders have given any viable 
formula to overcome this crisis within 
any foreseeable future? Are we destined 
to remain in darkness for the rest of our 
lives? �ese are some questions to which 
there is no answer. �e subject itself has 
become so old that it has become out of 
fashion to talk about it in the media, and 
people have come to accept it as an 
inexorable fact of life in the same way as 
they have accepted that all mortals have 
to die one day.

�e rising demand of electricity due to 
rapid village electri�cations, heavy line 
losses, inadequate generation capacity, 
seasonal reduction in hydro-power, 
depletion of gas resources and too much 
reliance on imported fuel oil, coupled 
with mounting circular debt are the main 
causes of this crisis. �is has resulted in 
an annual loss of 2% of GDP reducing 
the industrial output up to 37% which is 
unprecedented anywhere in the world. 

�e question is what strategy was 
envisioned when the ever-widening gap 
among supply and demand between 
1970s and 1990-91 was growing 
consistently at 9-10 percent per annum. 
Even after 2002 the growth in demand 
was not properly anticipated and no 
investments were made to increase the 
supply.  No new initiatives were taken, 
nor were the existing power plants 
repaired, refurbished or upgraded. No 
fool-proof policy to recover huge 
backlog of arrears was formulated or 
implemented. No comprehensive plan 
was chalked out for lesser dependence on 
imported oil and more on indigenous 
resources like coal, hydro-power, and 
other renewable resources was ever 
devised. In 2006 the military regime for 
political reasons did not allow the rise in 
electricity prices when the electricity 
tari�s were already below cost-recovery 
level. �is led to the creation of circular 
debt, since the power generating 
companies could not pay the fuel 
suppliers. Similarly the IPPs could not 
clear their dues and thus started 
producing less than their capacities. �e 
main reason for this vicious circle was 
the ine�ciency of distribution 
companies in the collection of revenues, 
transmission losses and below cost power 
tari�. Presently 68% of our electricity 
generation is thermal which is mostly 
based on imported oil and gas. �us in 
view of the present tari�, it appears 
di�cult to make up for cost price de�cit. 
�e out-of budget subsidies granted by 
the government to the distribution 
companies to minimize this de�cit has 
not only precipitated their inherent 

ine�ciencies in controlling corruption, 
wrong billing, and theft etc. It also made 
the energy sector su�er a loss of Rs. 104 
billion, while WAPDA had a de�cit of 
Rs. 280 billion, as per the confession 
made by the Federal Secretary Water 
and Power in the meeting of the Public 
Accounts Committee held in August 
2012. �e Secretary also disclosed that 
no serious consideration was being given 
by the government to power generation 
and it had yet to decide whether to go for 
hydel power, thermal, gas or coal. 
Coupled with this are the transmission 
losses which are as high as 22 percent. 
Since one percent loss means Rs. 6.5 
billion, the total loss of all DISCOs is 
around Rs. 150billion a year.

In this scenario, it is to be seen what 
went fundamentally wrong with the 
decision makers and what brought all of 
us to this mess with apparently no hope 
of recovery.

In this land of 5 rivers, hydro-power 
generation was the only cheapest and 
cost e�ective source of energy. Up to 
1962-63, 60 percent power generation 
was through hydel source which fell to 
less than 30 percent in 2009-10. �e 
remaining almost 70 percent is being 
�lled by thermal power. Why it so 
happened that we switched to thermal 
source despite the enormous increase in 
the price of oil due to OPEC oil crisis of 
70s which was further aggravated by the 
Iranian Revolution and the Gulf war in 
1979 and 1990 respectively? �is is 
because of our internal wrangling and 
intra-provincial rivalries and mistrust. 
Kalabagh Dam whose �rst feasibility 

was prepared by Messer Tiptan & Hill, a 
world renowned agency as far back as 
1953, and later at various times by no less 
than 200 engineers and experts from all 
over the world should not have been 
abandoned on purely political grounds 
especially when it had obtained the 
approval of the Council of Common 
Interests which is the only constitutional 
forum to deal with such matters. If 
instead of being browbeaten by a bunch 
of self-seeking politicians, the KBD had 
been constructed,  it would have brought 
3500 MW of electricity in the national 
grid which was then more than our 
need.�us we let go an opportunity to 
exploit our water resources at the crucial 
time of our history for which we were 
made to pay through the nose to this day. 
We neither made any attempt to 
construct small and medium sized dams 
at undisputed sites. Needless to say that 
India has completed 4500 small and 
medium dams over a period of 60 years. 
Our apathy to exploit our water 
resources can be seen from the fact that 
we have the potential of more than 
40,000 MW of hydro-power (if 
generated to full potential ), but we have 
the installed capacity of only 6555 MW, 
which is roughly 16 percent of the total 
potential. Hydro power is the most 
viable and cheap mode of power 
generation all over the world. Norway 
produces 99 percent of its electricity 
from hydro power, while Brazil produces 
92 percent and Austria 67 percent. �e 
cost of oil has increased 3 times in 4 
years from 2007 to2011, but our 
insistence to rely on oil remains 
un-wavering even at this stage of our 
economic bankruptcy.  �is speaks 
volumes of utter lack of vision of our 
political leadership and policy makers. 
Corruption played no minor role in this 
rot. A Chinese �rm agreed to set up a 
600 MW project at �ar for 5.79 cents 
per unit, but the o�er was spurned by the 
previous regime only because it did not 
go to their personal advantage. �eir 
noses had become inured to the smell of 
oil because the rented thermal units 
using expensive imported oil promised 
them a bonanza of prosperity at the cost 
of poor tax payer’s money. A game which 
is initiated in the ominous shadows of 
darkness cannot be expected to give out 
even a feeble glimmer of light. We are 
ashamed that things have come to this 
pass but we are helpless and cannot be 
consoled. �us every time darkness 
overtakes us, we like Hamlet cry out, 
LIGHT, LIGHT, LIGHT!
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Our apathy to exploit our water resources can be seen from the fact 
that we have the potential of more than 40,000 MW of hydro-power 
(if generated to full potential), but we have the installed capacity of 

only 6555 MW, which is roughly 16 percent of the total potential. 
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clear their dues and thus started 
producing less than their capacities. �e 
main reason for this vicious circle was 
the ine�ciency of distribution 
companies in the collection of revenues, 
transmission losses and below cost power 
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generation is thermal which is mostly 
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view of the present tari�, it appears 
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akistan, a predominantly 
Muslim country is under threat 
by a conglomerate of local and 
alien non-state actors 

spearheaded by the TTP. �eir rallying 
cry is the overthrow of the current system 
of governance and replacing it withan 
Islamic Emirate Caliphate modelled 
after the Khulefa e Rashideen era of early 
Islam, with the caveat that only their 
(TTP’s) version of the Islamic Sharia will 
be enforced. �eir narrative declares that 
they are the true followers of the Islamic 
tenets as enshrined in the Holy Quran 
and Sunnah and the current leadership of 
Pakistan has strayed well away from the 
chosen path. �e salvation of the nation 
and its people in their judgment can only 
be achieved by waging a holy war (armed 
Jihad) against the existing corrupt ruling 
oligarchy and overthrowing them. In this 
noble cause they are hand in glove with 
Afghan Taliban who are �ghting against 
the ‘in�del’ foreign occupiers and their 
local collaborators in Afghanistan where 
they too aim to re-establish an Islamic 
Emirate on exactly similar lines. 

Both past and present civilian 
governments and military dictatorships 
of Pakistan in their respective turns have 
to date failed to provide good governance 
and the entire system is riddled with 
corruption and mismanagement. �e 
despondency prevalent among the 

general public has provided space to the 
insurgents where their claim and promise 
that national salvation lies only through 
adhering to their form of Islamic Sharia 
has gained acceptance especially among 
the conservative sections of the populace, 
who have become their key support base. 
�e current ongoing military campaign 
Zarb e Azb to dislodge the TTP and its 
allies from their stronghold in North 
Waziristan will severely damage their 
ability to commit terror acts against the 
state but unless their narrative and 
actions are exposed as violating the basic 
principles of Islam and the state comes 
up with a more persuasive one, besides 
improving its governance, the insurgency 
will survive and rise again in the near 
future. �is article will minutely study 
the basic features of the insurgent’s 
narrative and compare it with their 
actions in a bid to examine if what they 
preach and practice are in line with the 
tenets of Islam.

�e raison d’être of the armed insurgency 
against the state of Pakistan by the TTP 
is purportedly based on the concept of 
armed Jihad (Qatal) as enshrined in the 
Quran and Sunnah.�ere is a near 
unanimous accord among Islamic 
scholars of all sects that the declaration 
of armed Jihad is the sole prerogative of 
the head of a Muslim state and should 
only be undertaken against belligerent 

a n d 
aggressivegroups/societies/nations/tribes 
or those Muslim societies who repudiate 
any one of the �ve pillars of Islam - and 
there too‘if they incline to peace, incline 
thou to it, and trust in Allah. Lo! He is 
the Hearer Knower’(Surah Al Anfal 61) 
- as translated by Marmaduke Pickthall. 
�e �rst Caliph Hazrat Abu Bakar 
Siddique (RA) had waged armed Jihad 
against a particular tribe that had 
embraced Islam but later refused to pay 
Zakat to the BaitulMal. �e Holy Quran 
in Sura Al Baqarah Ayah 191 
commanded the believers to ‘slay them 
wherever ye �nd them, and drive them 
out of the places whence they drove you 
out, for persecution is worse than 
slaughter’. �is injunction was against a 
particular tribe that continuously plotted 
and aggressed against the embryonic 
Muslim community – here too the 
believers are cautioned not to begin 
hostilities as ‘Allah loveth not aggressors’ 
(Surah Baqarah 190)‘but if they desist, 
then lo! Allah is forgiving, merciful’ (Sura 
Al Baqarah 192) - English translation by 
Marmaduke Pickthall.

�e constitution of the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan enunciates that no law 
repugnant to the Quran and Sunnah can 
be legislated and barring a few 
contentious issues, where there are some 
di�erences of opinion even among the 

religious scholars, Pakistani laws adhere 
to the spirit and form as enjoined in the 
Quran and Sunnah. True, the state and 
its people in their conduct do not 
measure up to the high moral standards 
that Islam demands but according to a 
Hadith, for as long as the rulerscontinue 
to accept and promote the �ve basic 
tenets of Islam the state would qualify to 
be considered an Islamic one and unless 
it resorts to naked aggression and 
belligerency against another Islamic 
state, declaration of armed Jihad against 
it would be a violation of the Islamic 
ethos. 

With this background it can then be 
concluded that �rst, according to the 
Islamic jurisprudence, the TTP is not a 
state hence its warlords do not have the 
moral and religious authority to declare 
Jihad against Pakistan or any other 
societal entity. Second, Pakistan for all its 
�aws quali�es to be an Islamic state 
hence declaration of Jihad against it 
would be a serious contravention of 
Islamic principles - yes, reformation of all 
the ills that the nation su�ers from can 
and should be undertaken through 
education and Tabligh, considered the 
peaceful forms of Jihad. �e very 
foundation of the TTP narrative under 
which they have declared an armed Jihad 
against the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 
therefore, is invalid.

Islam is very speci�c about the conduct 
of armed Jihad: it encourages dialogue if 
the other side sues for peace, prohibits 
suicide, (Surah Al Nisa Ayah 29), forbids 
deliberate targeting of non-combatants 
especially women, prohibits wanton 
destruction of property, even trees -these 
limits are best expressed by the �rst 
Caliph Abu Bakar (RA), on the basis of 
the teaching of the Quran and Sunnah, 
in his address to the commander of the 
Muslim Army that was proceeding 
toSham(Syria) for Jihad. TTP and its 
associates deliberately target civilians in 
an attempt to sow fear among the general 
public; destroy schools, randomly attack 
civilian infrastructures, refused peace 
o�er and talks which the government 
had o�ered in late 2013 and regularly 
employ suicide squads to carry out their 
subversive raids. Interestingly the 
majority of lone suicide attackers are 
teenage brainwashed children, many 
under the in�uence of hypnotic sermons 
and even drugs who have been promised 
that they and their family would attain 
paradise for their noble deed. �eir 
trainers and handlers are known to 
indulge in the lucrative trade of selling 
their robotic wards to the highest 

bidders. Ironically or perhaps not, the 
TTP leaders and the suicide squad 
handlers who convince their young wards 
on the attainment of martyrdom and 
paradise never volunteer themselves or 
their own scions for what they preach is 
such a noble cause. �e Holy Quran in 
Sura Al Baqarah Ayahs 94-95 has 
identi�ed such charlatans very clearly. 
�e religious justi�cations that the TTP 
and its a�liates invoke to declare holy 
Jihad against Pakistan and the manner in 
which they are prosecuting it contravenes 
all the norms and ethos of Islam.

�e stated objective of the Afghan 
Taliban’s armed struggle is also the 
establishment of an Islamic Emirate 
Caliphate on similar lines as those of the 
TTP and they are actually the pioneers in 
this regard. A vast majority of Pakistanis 
believe that the Afghan Taliban are 
involved in a just struggle to rid the 
country of ‘in�del’ foreign occupation 
forces hence they are �ghting a true 
armed Jihad. �is line of reasoning 
resonates strongly among the 
conservative and even some of the liberal 
members of the Pakistani society. Since 
the Afghan Taliban and the TTP have a 
common noble objective, much of the 
atrocities committed by the latter are 
viewed by their sympathisers as the 
means justifying the end. Are the Afghan 
Taliban really �ghting a just armed Jihad 
on their land is a question that needs 
further scrutiny.

�e US invasion of Afghanistan in late 
2001 was an act of aggression on a 
Muslim state and a Jihad against the 
invaders thencould have met the criteria 
of a holy war. After the overthrow of the 
Taliban government, USA and its allies 
installed the Northern Alliance faction of 
Afghans comprising Tajiks, Uzbeks, 
Hazaras and a few smaller ethnic groups, 
all of whom are predominantly Muslims. 
According to the 2113 census, the 
Northern Alliance represents about 58 
per cent of the total Afghan population 
whereas the Pashtuns number 42 per 
cent. Since the Taliban are 
predominantly Afghan Pashtuns one can 
safely surmise that while they are by far 
the largest ethnic entity in the country, 
the Northern Alliance taken as a whole 
represents the majority. 

�e induction of International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF) was at the 
invitation of the ruling Northern 
Alliance and their initial mandate did 
not extend much beyond the boundaries 
of Kabul. �is was later expanded to 
provide security to the whole of 

Afghanistan through a unanimously 
approved UN Resolution 1510 on 13 
October, 2013. ISAF for all practical 
purpose are NATO forces with a very 
heavy US contingent. ISAF with the help 
of Afghan National Army (ANA) has to 
date held o� the Taliban military 
onslaught and are now planned to be 
withdrawn from all combat duties by the 
end of this year (2014) in the hope that 
the ANA would be able to ward o� the 
Taliban threat on their own steam.

�e Northern Alliance, predominantly 
Muslim, represents the majority in the 
country and ISAF are operating with 
their consent. Can ISAF be labelled as 
foreign ‘in�del’ occupation forces - 
probably not. �e Northern Alliance 
government believes in all the �ve pillars 
of Islam and hence according to the 
Hadith is a Muslim state against whom 
armed Jihad is forbidden unless it 
violates any one of the basic Islamic 
tenets. Besides, from purely a democratic 
perspective, the Alliance represents the 
majority of Afghans. Does the earlier 
narrative that the Afghan Taliban are 
�ghting a holy armed Jihad still hold 
water or is their struggle basically an 
e�ort to regain their power base which 
the US invasion of 2001 had snatched 
from them? If the latter be true the 
Afghan Taliban struggle should be 
viewed as a political and not religious 
movement or a holy armed Jihad. �e 
support or opposition of the Afghan 
Taliban resistance should then be based 
on political and ethnic parameters rather 
than on religion. Should that be the case, 
much of the sympathy and support for 
the Afghan Taliban would reduce in 
Pakistan.

To conclude some of the major 
dichotomies in the TTP and Afghan 
Taliban narratives must be explained to 
the general public so that they can make 
an informed choice based on accurate 
and veri�able data and this is the task 
that our Ulemas and scholars must 
pursue with renewed vigour. Having said 
that, unless the present democratic 
structure delivers good governance, the 
threat to the state will continue to spawn 
in one form or the other. Good 
governance, therefore, is the ultimate 
weapon to thwart any danger emanating 
from within or without.
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akistan, a predominantly 
Muslim country is under threat 
by a conglomerate of local and 
alien non-state actors 

spearheaded by the TTP. �eir rallying 
cry is the overthrow of the current system 
of governance and replacing it withan 
Islamic Emirate Caliphate modelled 
after the Khulefa e Rashideen era of early 
Islam, with the caveat that only their 
(TTP’s) version of the Islamic Sharia will 
be enforced. �eir narrative declares that 
they are the true followers of the Islamic 
tenets as enshrined in the Holy Quran 
and Sunnah and the current leadership of 
Pakistan has strayed well away from the 
chosen path. �e salvation of the nation 
and its people in their judgment can only 
be achieved by waging a holy war (armed 
Jihad) against the existing corrupt ruling 
oligarchy and overthrowing them. In this 
noble cause they are hand in glove with 
Afghan Taliban who are �ghting against 
the ‘in�del’ foreign occupiers and their 
local collaborators in Afghanistan where 
they too aim to re-establish an Islamic 
Emirate on exactly similar lines. 

Both past and present civilian 
governments and military dictatorships 
of Pakistan in their respective turns have 
to date failed to provide good governance 
and the entire system is riddled with 
corruption and mismanagement. �e 
despondency prevalent among the 

general public has provided space to the 
insurgents where their claim and promise 
that national salvation lies only through 
adhering to their form of Islamic Sharia 
has gained acceptance especially among 
the conservative sections of the populace, 
who have become their key support base. 
�e current ongoing military campaign 
Zarb e Azb to dislodge the TTP and its 
allies from their stronghold in North 
Waziristan will severely damage their 
ability to commit terror acts against the 
state but unless their narrative and 
actions are exposed as violating the basic 
principles of Islam and the state comes 
up with a more persuasive one, besides 
improving its governance, the insurgency 
will survive and rise again in the near 
future. �is article will minutely study 
the basic features of the insurgent’s 
narrative and compare it with their 
actions in a bid to examine if what they 
preach and practice are in line with the 
tenets of Islam.

�e raison d’être of the armed insurgency 
against the state of Pakistan by the TTP 
is purportedly based on the concept of 
armed Jihad (Qatal) as enshrined in the 
Quran and Sunnah.�ere is a near 
unanimous accord among Islamic 
scholars of all sects that the declaration 
of armed Jihad is the sole prerogative of 
the head of a Muslim state and should 
only be undertaken against belligerent 

a n d 
aggressivegroups/societies/nations/tribes 
or those Muslim societies who repudiate 
any one of the �ve pillars of Islam - and 
there too‘if they incline to peace, incline 
thou to it, and trust in Allah. Lo! He is 
the Hearer Knower’(Surah Al Anfal 61) 
- as translated by Marmaduke Pickthall. 
�e �rst Caliph Hazrat Abu Bakar 
Siddique (RA) had waged armed Jihad 
against a particular tribe that had 
embraced Islam but later refused to pay 
Zakat to the BaitulMal. �e Holy Quran 
in Sura Al Baqarah Ayah 191 
commanded the believers to ‘slay them 
wherever ye �nd them, and drive them 
out of the places whence they drove you 
out, for persecution is worse than 
slaughter’. �is injunction was against a 
particular tribe that continuously plotted 
and aggressed against the embryonic 
Muslim community – here too the 
believers are cautioned not to begin 
hostilities as ‘Allah loveth not aggressors’ 
(Surah Baqarah 190)‘but if they desist, 
then lo! Allah is forgiving, merciful’ (Sura 
Al Baqarah 192) - English translation by 
Marmaduke Pickthall.

�e constitution of the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan enunciates that no law 
repugnant to the Quran and Sunnah can 
be legislated and barring a few 
contentious issues, where there are some 
di�erences of opinion even among the 

religious scholars, Pakistani laws adhere 
to the spirit and form as enjoined in the 
Quran and Sunnah. True, the state and 
its people in their conduct do not 
measure up to the high moral standards 
that Islam demands but according to a 
Hadith, for as long as the rulerscontinue 
to accept and promote the �ve basic 
tenets of Islam the state would qualify to 
be considered an Islamic one and unless 
it resorts to naked aggression and 
belligerency against another Islamic 
state, declaration of armed Jihad against 
it would be a violation of the Islamic 
ethos. 

With this background it can then be 
concluded that �rst, according to the 
Islamic jurisprudence, the TTP is not a 
state hence its warlords do not have the 
moral and religious authority to declare 
Jihad against Pakistan or any other 
societal entity. Second, Pakistan for all its 
�aws quali�es to be an Islamic state 
hence declaration of Jihad against it 
would be a serious contravention of 
Islamic principles - yes, reformation of all 
the ills that the nation su�ers from can 
and should be undertaken through 
education and Tabligh, considered the 
peaceful forms of Jihad. �e very 
foundation of the TTP narrative under 
which they have declared an armed Jihad 
against the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 
therefore, is invalid.

Islam is very speci�c about the conduct 
of armed Jihad: it encourages dialogue if 
the other side sues for peace, prohibits 
suicide, (Surah Al Nisa Ayah 29), forbids 
deliberate targeting of non-combatants 
especially women, prohibits wanton 
destruction of property, even trees -these 
limits are best expressed by the �rst 
Caliph Abu Bakar (RA), on the basis of 
the teaching of the Quran and Sunnah, 
in his address to the commander of the 
Muslim Army that was proceeding 
toSham(Syria) for Jihad. TTP and its 
associates deliberately target civilians in 
an attempt to sow fear among the general 
public; destroy schools, randomly attack 
civilian infrastructures, refused peace 
o�er and talks which the government 
had o�ered in late 2013 and regularly 
employ suicide squads to carry out their 
subversive raids. Interestingly the 
majority of lone suicide attackers are 
teenage brainwashed children, many 
under the in�uence of hypnotic sermons 
and even drugs who have been promised 
that they and their family would attain 
paradise for their noble deed. �eir 
trainers and handlers are known to 
indulge in the lucrative trade of selling 
their robotic wards to the highest 

bidders. Ironically or perhaps not, the 
TTP leaders and the suicide squad 
handlers who convince their young wards 
on the attainment of martyrdom and 
paradise never volunteer themselves or 
their own scions for what they preach is 
such a noble cause. �e Holy Quran in 
Sura Al Baqarah Ayahs 94-95 has 
identi�ed such charlatans very clearly. 
�e religious justi�cations that the TTP 
and its a�liates invoke to declare holy 
Jihad against Pakistan and the manner in 
which they are prosecuting it contravenes 
all the norms and ethos of Islam.

�e stated objective of the Afghan 
Taliban’s armed struggle is also the 
establishment of an Islamic Emirate 
Caliphate on similar lines as those of the 
TTP and they are actually the pioneers in 
this regard. A vast majority of Pakistanis 
believe that the Afghan Taliban are 
involved in a just struggle to rid the 
country of ‘in�del’ foreign occupation 
forces hence they are �ghting a true 
armed Jihad. �is line of reasoning 
resonates strongly among the 
conservative and even some of the liberal 
members of the Pakistani society. Since 
the Afghan Taliban and the TTP have a 
common noble objective, much of the 
atrocities committed by the latter are 
viewed by their sympathisers as the 
means justifying the end. Are the Afghan 
Taliban really �ghting a just armed Jihad 
on their land is a question that needs 
further scrutiny.

�e US invasion of Afghanistan in late 
2001 was an act of aggression on a 
Muslim state and a Jihad against the 
invaders thencould have met the criteria 
of a holy war. After the overthrow of the 
Taliban government, USA and its allies 
installed the Northern Alliance faction of 
Afghans comprising Tajiks, Uzbeks, 
Hazaras and a few smaller ethnic groups, 
all of whom are predominantly Muslims. 
According to the 2113 census, the 
Northern Alliance represents about 58 
per cent of the total Afghan population 
whereas the Pashtuns number 42 per 
cent. Since the Taliban are 
predominantly Afghan Pashtuns one can 
safely surmise that while they are by far 
the largest ethnic entity in the country, 
the Northern Alliance taken as a whole 
represents the majority. 

�e induction of International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF) was at the 
invitation of the ruling Northern 
Alliance and their initial mandate did 
not extend much beyond the boundaries 
of Kabul. �is was later expanded to 
provide security to the whole of 

Afghanistan through a unanimously 
approved UN Resolution 1510 on 13 
October, 2013. ISAF for all practical 
purpose are NATO forces with a very 
heavy US contingent. ISAF with the help 
of Afghan National Army (ANA) has to 
date held o� the Taliban military 
onslaught and are now planned to be 
withdrawn from all combat duties by the 
end of this year (2014) in the hope that 
the ANA would be able to ward o� the 
Taliban threat on their own steam.

�e Northern Alliance, predominantly 
Muslim, represents the majority in the 
country and ISAF are operating with 
their consent. Can ISAF be labelled as 
foreign ‘in�del’ occupation forces - 
probably not. �e Northern Alliance 
government believes in all the �ve pillars 
of Islam and hence according to the 
Hadith is a Muslim state against whom 
armed Jihad is forbidden unless it 
violates any one of the basic Islamic 
tenets. Besides, from purely a democratic 
perspective, the Alliance represents the 
majority of Afghans. Does the earlier 
narrative that the Afghan Taliban are 
�ghting a holy armed Jihad still hold 
water or is their struggle basically an 
e�ort to regain their power base which 
the US invasion of 2001 had snatched 
from them? If the latter be true the 
Afghan Taliban struggle should be 
viewed as a political and not religious 
movement or a holy armed Jihad. �e 
support or opposition of the Afghan 
Taliban resistance should then be based 
on political and ethnic parameters rather 
than on religion. Should that be the case, 
much of the sympathy and support for 
the Afghan Taliban would reduce in 
Pakistan.

To conclude some of the major 
dichotomies in the TTP and Afghan 
Taliban narratives must be explained to 
the general public so that they can make 
an informed choice based on accurate 
and veri�able data and this is the task 
that our Ulemas and scholars must 
pursue with renewed vigour. Having said 
that, unless the present democratic 
structure delivers good governance, the 
threat to the state will continue to spawn 
in one form or the other. Good 
governance, therefore, is the ultimate 
weapon to thwart any danger emanating 
from within or without.
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DIRECTOR’S CUT

Komal Rizvi, who made her debut as a singer / actress / VJ in the 1990’s, was 
staging a comeback with her new single - ‘Kalli Kalli’ in April 2014. Hasan Rizvi 
stars in the video with his sister; Sohail Javed directs. It would be Komal’s 
first launch and Hasan’s umpteenth choreography.  The filming had 
been eventful, the storyboard toyed with the elements - water, fire, 
etc, as did the musicians; one was scorched, the other drowned, 
several times over reportedly.  Nothing had dampened their 
ardour, or kept them from bombarding Sohail with a 
steady stream of creative input. ‘Add a tabla’ one 
would say, ‘how about a sitar’ the other would 
suggest.  

The award winning director survived, and 
was later hailed for his artistic vision, 
and fortitude. The stylists were 
praised for their masterful 
creations.  Bushra Ansari 
played host and a 
Show reel of 
Pakistani music was screened.  

Zeba Bakhtiar 
was in the 

house, and a 
short montage of 

her had been 
added; a promo of 

Meher Jaffri’s 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y 

acclaimed film, 
‘Seedlings’ (Lamha) 

received a 
well-deserved ovation. 

It was heartening to see 
the spotlight trained, 

however briefly, on music’s 
brightest moments and the 

industry’s proudest 
achievements. 

Hasan Rizvi, the resident 
choreographer who had 

forgotten his prepared notes at 
home still managed to give an 

eloquent speech despite Bushra 
Ansari’s delightfully irreverent 

interruptions. Video making is a 
labor of love, sans monetary benefits 

apparently. The media moguls 
huddled together with showbiz 

royalty, and a political personality, who 
had melted away in the background, 

appreciated their passion for the arts, and 
the shades of humility visible in their 

composition.  

Hina Ramzi (L) with Shanaz Ramzi

KOMAL
RIZVI

Hasan Rizvi dance routine

Sohail Javed

Hasan Rizvi (choreographer)

Bushra Ansari
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EVENT

�e press surrounded the entrance to Zamzama mall. Inside, a welcome 
mat had been rolled out for a Scandinavian label, as Floyd by Smith, made 
its Pakistani debut.  �e collection on display featured a delectable mix of 
casual chic / formal wear paired with footwear & accessories.  People seen 
milling around the tea bar, red carpet, and catwalk being prepped to 
showcase high street fashion admired the whimsical lines and elegant cuts 
used to adorn its edgy canvas. 

�e launch of the Norwegian �agship store was capped by a fashion 
presentation and the event organizers had made seating arrangements 
outside the shop allowing guests / curiosity seekers to cheer for the 
models from the sidelines. Not everyone could make it past the media 
blitz though, and hoped future openings would perhaps limit the number 
of invitees, or expand the venue to accommodate the incoming tide of 
fashion royalty. 

�e guest list included Angeline Malik (actress), Nadia Hussain (model), 
Ali Saleem (of Begum Nawazish fame), Nadya Mistry (designer), 
Nazneen Tariq Khan (jewellery designer) etc. Also present was Frieha 
Altaf – CEO Catwalk patiently �elding media queries while sporting a 
lovely Floyd dress. 

Floyd was founded in the mid 1980’s and expands its reach to over 250 
stores in Norway.  It has been brought to Karachi courtesy of Nordic 1, 
and is owned by Mr. Shahid Malik.  

Floyd by Smith

By: Afrah Jamal
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