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Uncertainty �ies high. So� image is 
dashed to the ground. Doom and 
gloom are making inroad verywhere.  
Political system is underperformed 
and paralyzed. Society is divided. 







EDITORIAL

he hectic, perhaps even frantic, shuttling back and forth of political 
intermediaries between the PML-N and PTI camps had 
suggested that perhaps some kind of middle ground could be 
reached and the growing atmosphere of political crisis could be 
calmed down. Unhappily, neither the PML-N nor the PTI appears 

to be in any mood to back down �rst — or at least before the eleventh hour, 
which is nearly here. �e PML-N has had the capital’s administration enforce 
the infamous Section 144 of the criminal code that prohibits the public 
display of weapons — and most importantly, curbs the public’s right of 
freedom to assemble.

Without a shred of doubt, no matter what the PML-N leadership or the 
Islamabad administration may claim, the imposition of Section 144 has 
everything to do with the Aug 14 PTI rally in Islamabad — and is yet 
another unwise, escalatory decision taken by a PML-N administration that is 
either panic-stricken or determinedly on the path of self-destruction.

Di�cult as it may be to support the street agitation that Imran Khan and the 
PTI have threatened, there is a fundamental right of the public at stake to 
protest against a government, as long as it stays within the parameters of the 
law. Yet, for every mistake or unwise decision that the PML-N has made, the 
PTI, and Imran Khan in particular, appear shockingly cavalier about 
endangering the democratic system when it comes to virtually every 
statement from the PTI camp.

�e PTI supremo himself poured fuel on �re by invoking the spectre of an 
army intervention — but de�antly suggested that if it were to happen, then 
blame would lie with the PML-N for refusing to do what the PTI has 
demanded.

To the extent that Mr Khan is able to recognise the threat to the system — 
anti-democratic powers are perennially waiting in the wings in some shape or 
form — it suggests an awareness of the present situation and so he is clearly 
not the political novice or power-hungry ingénue he has been made out to be 
in some quarters.

�e Parliamentary Committee on Electoral Reforms has been formed and all 
the political parties present in the parliament have nominated their 
representatives for newly-formed Parliamentary Committee on Electoral 
Reforms. Does the presence of PTI members on the parliamentary electoral 
reforms committee imply their support of the initiative? Or is their 
participation only indicative of PTI not wanting to be left out? �e 
government and PTI are currently locked in a stalemate, and if Imran Khan’s 
demand for re-election were to be accepted, the current Parliament and all of 
its committees would be defunct, which would make participation in this 
committee pointless. 

PTI’s demands from the government have steadily escalated from a recount 
in four constituencies to a complete re-election in the country. But without 
electoral reforms, a re-election would only be as transparent as the May 2013 
elections, which PTI was not satis�ed with. PTI now has a choice to make, 
between seeking electoral reforms and pushing for a re-election in the hopes 
to gain a majority in the NA.  It is a good omen that other political parties and 
mainstream political forces are active at the moment in the defence of the 
democratic system, willing to play interlocutor or broker for stability. Surely, 
there is a middle way possible — and in�uence exists in political circles 
outside the PTI and PML-N to make the two sides back down.

Still time to
back down

T

Editorial Board:
Dr Ashfaq Hassan Khan
Dr Abid Sulehri
Shabir Ali Nizami
Sajid Gondal
Zubair Malik

Advisory Board:
Haroon Akhter Khan
Hamidullah Jan Afridi

Editor:
Nasim Usmani

Deputy Editor
Maria Khalid

Correspondents:
Aamir Rizvi
Muhammad Bilal Khan
Shiraz Nizami
Afrah Jamal

General Manager:
Tousif-ur-Rehman

Marketing:
Khurram Agha  |  0323-5492000
Samira Ghazanfar

Photography:
Chughtai

Graphics:
M. N. Mughal

Webmaster:
Manager Web/IT
Sohail Iqbal

Flat # 5, Block # 23, PHA Apartments,
G-7/1, ISLAMABAD-PAKISTAN.
Ph: O�ce: +92-51-2890911
Cell: +92-333-5439495
        +92-333-5536239
Email: info@economica�airs.com.pk
www.economica�airs.com.pk

Publisher: M. Sajid
Printers: R.A. Printers

Price: 250/-



United we Stand

War in Gaza 

Institutionalizes human tra�cking

Border Children: A Refugee Crisis

Expired dry ba�eries are �ooded 

in markets

Interview: Saeed’s call to politics

Too big to fail banks

Synchronization through digitalization 

Of Human Bondage

Resilient watershed management 

Land less farmers stunned

Advertising ethics 

Role of Information technology

Economic impact of 2014 Afghanistan

‘Who spared neither man nor God’

 The fear of 'dangerous religions' 

Know Thy Ally

Irfan’s solo �ight 

Hawaii event

6

9

10

12

13

14

16

18

20

22

25

26

28

29

30

32

34

36

37

APR 20145

D I S C L A I M E R
Utmost care is taken to ensure that articles and other information published are up-to-date and accurate. Furthermore,

responsibility for any losses, damages or distress resulting from adherence to any information made available through the
contents is not the responsibility of the magazine. The opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily

CONTENTS
INTERVIEW: SAEED’S CALL TO POLITICS

Exclusive
ECONOMIC

AUGUST 2014MONTHLY

Page: 10
Institutionalizes

human tra�cking

Page: 13
Expired dry

ba�eries
are �ooded
in markets

Page: 16
Too big to
fail banks

Page: 22
Resilient

watershed
management 



COVER STORY

AUGUST 2014 6 w w w . e c o n o m i c a � a i r s . c o m . p k

UNITED
We Stand
UNITED
We Stand

Uncertainty �ies high. So� image is dashed to the ground. 
Doom and gloom are making inroad everywhere.  Political 

system is underperformed and paralyzed. Society is divided. 



nited we stand disunited we 
fall. It is the lesson of ancient 
wisdom and modern 
civilization too. Nations tend 

to be doomed when disunity prevails. 
Unity is strength and disunity is now 
spreading like an epidemic disease in 
the country. Political heat, humidity and 
stupidity have reached near its peak. 
Culture of political dialogue, 
statesmanship and diplomacy are 
inching towards “point of no return”. 
Such are the sad a�airs of 
statesmanship.        

Vultures of power have already 
enhanced tally of controversies. Now 
August 14, the Independence Day 
seems no more to be a day of unity, 
peace and stability. All e�orts are being 
carried out to make it a day of disunity, 
protest, and disability. Everyone from 
top to bottom across the board 
(government & opposition, pressure 
group and so-called religious factions) 
is dying for the sanctity of 
“Democracy”, “Constitution” and 
“State”. And unfortunately majority of 
them even do not know the true spirit 
of democracy, constitution and 
statehood. �at is why, words have lost 
their meanings, promises have become 
�ctions, and performances have been 
turned into processions and protests. 

Confusion, confrontation and 
conspiracy are order of the day. 

Revolution, democracy, basic right, 
constitution and state are the common 
words of every “Shiekh Chilli”, 
conspirator and schemers who are 
anxiously waiting to receive “green 
signal” from the establishment to derail 

the system.  

Merchants of green revolution, true 
democracy, and qualitative life, 
provision of basic rights, justice, and 
equality are desperately making e�orts 
to pollute the innocent minds of their 
followers and supports alike. Dreams of 
common people have been sabotaged 
because of greediness, mental 
in�exibility, personal taboos, and 
oratory of so-called leaders or ladders. 
Because, Pakistan, governance, 
happiness, freedom and privileges do 
not only belong to political leaders even 
common people have a say in the 
system.       

Leaders with big bungalows, luxury 
automobiles, unaccountable bank 
balances, clout of security guards, and 
last but not the least privileged life style 
holders are crying/dying at the mercy of 
common people. So-called 
sympathizers of poor even do not know 
the meaning of poverty, basic necessities 
of life and helplessness.  On the other 
hand, tug-of-war between the “puri�ed 
souls” and “sacred cows” is at its highest 
level.

Uncertainty �ies high. Soft image is 
dashed to the ground. Doom and gloom 
are making inroad everywhere.  Political 
system is underperformed and 

paralyzed. Society is divided. Ethnicity 
is wreaking havoc. “Minus Plus 
Formulas” are becoming the wandering 
souls in the country. Intelligentsia is at 
cross-roads. Arti�cial intelligence is 
deciding the fates of common people. 
Collective wisdom, indigenous merit, 
productivity, progress and prosperity are 

all at stake. 

Its good omen that all the political 
parties present in the parliment are in 
an agreement to protect democracy, the 
constitution and parliament. Even 
government is ready to accept the 
demand for electoral reforms and for 
this particular issue, a 33 member 
committee has been constituted and the 
reforms will be worked out and 
implemented in the next four years so 
that in the next election, no party could 
dispute the outcome. �e reports of 
UNDP and FAFEN has already denied 
large-scale rigging and termed the 2013 
elections more transparent as compare 
to the general elections of 2008 and 
2002.

Common people, the silent majority is 
at the receiving end. Jugglers are 
making every e�ort to making this 
country jungle of their own dreams. 
Outcome of this may have dangerous 
consequences. Libyan state is 
diminished. Syria is at the verge of 
collapse. Iraq is now brutally divided. 
Afghanistan is still in search of 
safe-heavens and businessmen and 
investors like migratory birds have 
already �own from Jordan, Algeria, 
Bahrain and Kuwait. Persistence of 
political vagueness may harm the entity 

of our state. �ink and think fast please!          

�e encouraging thing is that political 
leadership has huddled and tried to 
avert the imminent chaos and anarchy. 
It is feared that economic growth would 
be put into a nosedive if political 
situation remains uncertain in the days 

to come.  

Macro-economy indicators are healthy 
and positive. �e latest reports of the 
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), World 
Bank, IMF and the last but not the 
least, Moody (rating) all sho w 
improvement in the national economy.  

According to the report of the �nance 
ministry (August, 2014), the year 
2013-14 under the PML-N 
government experienced a 5.7 percent 
�scal de�cit against 8.2 percent in 
2012-13, GDP growth of 4.14 percent 
against the revised GDP growth of 3.7 
percent in 2012-13. 

According to the said report, per capita 
income has increased to $2,340 in 
2013-14 from $1,386, showing a 
growth of 3.43 percent. Revenue 
growth has increased by 16.44 percent 
to Rs2,266 billion from Rs1,946 billion, 
All international �nancial institutions 
(IFIs) are now willing to work with 
Pakistan on di�erent mega projects of 
energy and infrastructure.   

�e foreign exchange rates have been 
stabilized through corrective measures 
and would keep the value of dollar at 
Rs99 and the future projections are also 
being �xed at this rate. �e foreign 
exchange reserves stood at $7.5 billion 
in 2013 and now these have risen to 
$14.3 billion and would hopefully stand 
at $15 billion in December, 2014 this 
year. July-May �gures showed that 
industrial sector grew by 4.2 percent 
against 3.9 percent in 2012-13. �e 
growth in industrial sectors is witnessed 
mainly because of increased availability 
of electricity and better management of 
gas supplies.

Moreover, the government has managed 
to maintain the in�ation at single digit 
i.e. 8.6 percent. �e government took 
some signi�cant steps to maintain the 
in�ation at single digit against the 
projected �gure of 12 percent.

�e government succeeded to reduce 
budget de�cit by 2.5 percent, and 
managed to �nd the �scal space owing 
to which the development spending had 
increased to Rs425 billion in 2013-14 
against Rs360 billion in 2012-13. �e 
minister said that because of 
improvement in revenue growth, the 
government borrowing from State bank 
of Pakistan had reduced to Rs303 
billion from Rs1,446 billion in 2012-13 
owing to which the credit to private 

sector had increased to Rs378.8 billion 
against just Rs19.2 billion during 
period from July 1, 2012 to June 28, 
2013 showing that the economic 
activities had gained momentum in the 
country.

�e export grew to $25.13 billion from 
$24.46 billion showing the growth of 
2.73 percent and imports increased 
$45.11 billion in 2013-14 from $44.95 
billion in 2012-13 showing negligible 
increase of 0.35 percent. �e growth in 
remittances also surged by 13.7 percent 
to $15.83 billion from $13.93 billion in 
2012-13 which again showed 
substantial improvement in the 
macro-economy of the country.

Concluding Remarks 

In democracy there is no point of 
return. Spirits of dialogue, diplomacy 
and accommodation must prevail 
otherwise there may be an atmosphere 
of chaos and disability. Democracy 
stands for delivery, equality, justice and 
freedom not for destruction, 
discrimination and injustice. It is not 
the deity of self-glori�cation and 
self-projection of personal taboos. It 
stands for collective wisdom and 
collective unity and must not the used 
for establishing dynasties. Massive 
political uncertainty is a wake-up call 
for the ruling elite. It must act above its 
personal desires in order to make this 
country a land of opportunity for all.
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Leaders with big 
bungalows, luxury 

automobiles, 
unaccountable bank 

balances, clout of 
security guards, and 
last but not the least 
privileged life style 

holders are 
crying/dying at the 
mercy of common 
people. So-called 

sympathizers of poor 
even do not know the 
meaning of poverty, 
basic necessities of 

life and helplessness.



visited with his team in the eastern 
Showka enclave of Rafah, near the Israeli 
border, where vegetable and fruit farms 
have been obliterated. Israeli tanks were 
visible across the border, throwing up dust. 
Israeli forces pummeled the area last week 
when they searched for a soldier 
apparently abducted by Hamas �ghters 
but who Israel later said had died in battle.

“�e harvest for this year is lost. We have 
to rehabilitate all the lands,” said 
Ebbesen-Goudin, head of mission of 
Première Urgence, a French relief agency. 
First, though, the farms needed to be 
cleared of unexploded ordnance, he added, 
which could take months, even a year. �e 
farms produced potatoes, tomatoes, 
zucchini, olives and oranges, mostly for 
domestic consumption.

In Gaza City, Ali al-Hayek, the head of 
the Palestinian Businessmen Association, 
went to inspect dozens of factories, 
particularly those in the border areas where 
most bombardments and clashes occurred. 
He said that 100 to 120 factories, 
including some that produced medicine, 
were destroyed. “�ousands of workers 
used to work in these factories,” said 
Hayek, shaking his head.

Gazan children are also facing a grim 
predicament. �e United Nations says 138 
schools have been damaged by shelling. 
More than 250,000 Palestinian evacuees 
are sheltering in U.N.-run schools, making 
it unlikely classes will be able to start this 
fall. �e U.N. Children’s Fund estimates 
that about 400,000 children are in need of 
psychological therapy.

�e knock-on e�ects of the con�ict are 
visible everywhere. An Israeli strike on the 
enclave’s primary power plant caused 
electrically driven water pumps to stop 
functioning, forcing people to wait in lines 
to get potable water for domestic use. Fuel 
prices have shot up, driven in part by 
Palestinians with generators seeking fuel 
that was already in short supply.

Aid workers warn that even if the 
international community funnels in the 
billions of dollars needed to rebuild Gaza, 
the money will not make a long-term 
di�erence unless there is a durable peace 
between Israel and Hamas.

“If there’s not a political solution, we will 
reconstruct and in two years you will have 
another war,” said Ebbesen-Goudin. “And 
Gaza will be destroyed again.”

Sudarsan Raghavan
has been an Arab journalist. He 

began his career as a foreign 
correspondent in Africa, and 

covered the Iraq war as The Post’s 
Baghdad bureau chief

verywhere you look there is 
destruction: mosques, factories, 
schools, hospitals, universities 
and thousands of houses, many 

shattered into piles of bricks, glass and 
metal. Roads mangled by military tanks 
and bulldozers. Cities without electricity, 
pitch black at night. �e main sewage 
plant disabled, polluting the turquoise 
waters of the Mediterranean.

And amid the ruins, more tragedy looms. 
Caught between Israeli airstrikes and 
Hamas mortars and rockets, entire families 
have been wiped out and their social safety 
nets destroyed. Nearly one-third of Gaza’s 
1.8 million people have been forced to �ee 
their houses, and many are now homeless. 
Tens of thousands of children are believed 
to be su�ering from psychological trauma, 
according to the United Nations.

During the temporary cease-�re held for a 
day or two, Palestinians are coming to 
grips with a deepening humanitarian and 
environmental crisis that threatens to 
a�ect Gaza for years. �e scale of 
destruction and loss over nearly a month of 
war, Gazans and international aid workers 
say, is far more devastating than that left 
after the two previous Israel-Hamas 
battles, in 2009 and 2012.

“I am 70 years old, and I have not 
witnessed a war anything like this one,” 
Muhammed al-Astal said as he inspected 
the remains of his cream-colored house, 
which had been devastated by Israeli shells. 
“�is is not war. �is is eradication.”

Billions were also spent on reconstructing 
Gaza after Israel’s 2008-2009 Operation 
Cast Lead o�ensive against Hamas. Back 
then also, schools, factories, bridges, 
mosques and more than 6,000 homes were 
badly damaged or destroyed, according to 
the United Nations. But �ve years later, 
many of the structures haven’t been fully 
rebuilt. Now, the current con�ict has 
brought even more wreckage.

Speaking in front of the U.N. General 
Assembly, Secretary General Ban 
Ki-moon said, “�e massive deaths and 
destruction in Gaza have shocked and 
shamed the world.”

“We will build again, but this must be the 
last time to rebuild,” the U.N. chief said. 
“�is must stop now. We must go back to 
the negotiating table.”

Palestinian o�cials estimate that airstrikes 
and shelling have wrecked at least 10,000 
houses and seriously damaged 30,000 
more. As many as 80 mosques have been 
damaged or destroyed. Many farming 
areas and industrial zones, �lled with the 
small manufacturing plants and factories 
that anchored Gaza’s economy, are now 
wastelands.

“Most of the life has been destroyed,” said 
Mofeed Al-Hasayneh, the Palestinian 
government’s Gaza-based minister of 
public works and housing, adding that it 
could take “seven to eight years” to rebuild 
the houses and other structures without 
assistance from the world.

Even international relief organizations, 
accustomed to working in hard-hit war 
zones, have expressed shock at the scale of 
the damage.

With the lull in the con�ict, aid agencies 
are scrambling to assess the damage and 
determine how best they can help, if the 
cease-�re holds.

An aid worker,Mathieu Ebbesen-Goudin 

E

War has left a
humanitarian
crisis in Gaza
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When a government 
engages lawlessness, the 
powerful must be 
confronted and brought 

to account.  When the Federal branch 
institutionalizes human tra�cking of an 
uneducated peasant class of children, 
ugly truth must be addressed.  �e federal 
branch is aiding the creation of a future 
social strata of cheap labor. �is is a form 
of soft slavery. �is action is immoral. 
And yet it is a policy which is being 
aggressively pursued by the current U.S. 
administration. 

�e U.S. State Department releases a 
yearly “Tra�cking in Persons Report”.  
�e tenth edition includes a forward 
written by Hillary Rodham Clinton.

“I am pleased to celebrate and re�ect 
upon the last decade of progress 
identifying and �ghting the 
phenomenon of modern slavery...�is 

annual assessment is an opportunity to 
diagnose the world’s e�orts to implement 
the “3P” paradigm of prevention, 
protection, and prosecution... Ending 
this global scourge is an important policy 
priority for the United States.” 

Quoting from the body of the report, 
“According to the Palermo Protocol, 
repatriation of tra�cking victims should 
preferably be voluntary and done with 
the victim’s safety in mind. Many 
governments, believing they are acting in 
the victims’ best interests, make 
concerted e�orts to return victims to 
their countries of origin as quickly as 
possible.” 

So let's take a look at the “3P” paradigm 
and examine how the federal branch is 
embarking on a subtle course to 
institutionalize human tra�cking whilst 
*cloaking their deeds in darkness, and 
*attempting to deceive the American 

public.

Prevention:
Prevention went out the window when 
President Obama initiated the DACA 
(Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals) program.  More commonly 
known as the DREAM act, the 112th 
Congress declined to enact the statute. 
�e President did not choose to issue an 
Executive Order. He surreptitiously 
created a wedge policy by directing 
Secretary of Homeland Security Janet 
Napolitano to draft guidance on applying 
“prosecutorial discretion” toward younger 
immigrants lacking legal status. �en he 
put out the welcome mat. �e dynamic of 
what has  transpired is best expressed by 
journalist Cameron Smith in an opinion 
piece written in July.  “With this action, 
the Obama Administration structurally 
changed immigration law by awkwardly 
attempting to shoehorn an agency-wide 
enforcement change under the purview 

of individual discretion outlined by 
Napolitano's directive.” 

“If you build it, they will come,” has a 
twin. If you implode it (a suite of laws) 
they will also come.  

Here is the crux of the matter. Americans 
are strongly humanitarian. But human 
rights  must never be allowed to trump  
civil law and national sovereignty. 
Human rights is the latest political tool 
being wielded in the battle between the 
“haves” and the “have nots”. 
Unfortunately, the vast majority of the 
world reside in the “have not” category.  
Primarily, this remains an issue of poor 
governance. But American taxpayers can 
no longer shoulder the �nancial burden 
for the hundreds of thousands of illegal 
immigrants who  stream across our 
borders.

Protection:
Parents remain the strongest source of 
protection for children.  �is model is not 
by accident. It is by Divine design. �e 
vast majority of children streaming across 
our borders are coming from Guatemala, 
Honduras and El Salvador.  Within these 
caravans, are also women and small 
children. But unaccompanied minors are 
arriving by the thousands each month. 

�ey are not orphans. Simple question.  
Can a child walk thousands of miles 
alone, ford rivers, climb mountains, or 
much less, plan a travel itinerary?  �e 
children are being transported to the 
United States by human tra�ckers.  
Second question.  How many of these 
children survive the trip without being 
raped?  �ird question.  Why are the 
children not released into the custody of 
sta� from their national embassy to be 
repatriated with their parents? Instead, 
the federal branch is warehousing the 
children. �ey are dropping older 
children o� with a pat on the back and a 
letter written with disappearing ink 
reminding them to show up for an 
immigration hearing at a later date.

On January 29th, 2014, the Department 
of Homeland Security posted a job 
listing (Solicitation Number: 
BERKS-RFI) for “Escort Services for 
Unaccompanied Alien Children”.  Why 
are we institutionalizing the tra�cking 
of children on U.S. soil? We have laws 
against transporting unaccompanied 
minors across  state lines.

Prosecution:
�ere is no such thing as enforcement of 
our laws when those tasked with 

guarding our borders are  reduced to 
functioning as untrained nannies. �ere 
is no such thing as prosecution because 
our military bases have been degraded to 
miniaturized IDP (internally displaced 
persons) camps for illegal immigrant 
populations. �e use of military 
personnel to care for unaccompanied 
minors seems a violation of the oath of 
o�ce. �e oath, is to protect and defend 
against enemies foreign and domestic. 
�e oath, is not to aid the federal branch 
in breaking the laws of the land.

�e government is loading children onto 

aircraft, making them run to awaiting 
buses, and seeking to quietly house them 
in multiple states.  My own residential 
neighborhood already has two homes 
which are ghost dormitories for illegal 
immigrant males.  How long until  a 
residence becomes a federal ghost 
dormitory for a dozen children? 
Immigration o�cials dumped hundreds 
of women and children in Arizona 
without noti�cation to the governor's 
o�ce. 

Americans are awakening to a new 
reality.  We are Americans by default. 
�ose who violate our laws receive 
greater respect and more generous rights.  
In lawful manner we use  freedom of 
expression to show our displeasure for 
the federal branch violating our 
immigration laws. Non-violent citizens 
are blocking the buses. Communities are 
refusing to harbor the children.  
Americans are not inhumane. We take in 
many immigrants each year but we want 
it to be done legally. We utterly despise  
the federal branch for tra�cking 
children.

�ey are coming in tra�cked bundles of 
1,200 children per week. Homeland 

Security Secretary Jeh Johnson projects 
90,000 children by October. �ey create a  
future class of low-wage stoop labour. 
�ey are also being absorbed into the vast 
federal network of entitlement 
plantations. Cheap labour, life-time 
taxpayer burden, corporate America's 
unique poker chip. �is is lawlessness. 
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Recently, there has been a 
surge of children crossing the 
border into the southern US 
border from Central America 

without any papers or parents. Most of 
these children are from Honduras 
(known as “the murder capital of the 
world”), El Salvador and Guatemala. �e 
principal cause of this is linked to drugs 
and its associated violence.

An estimated 57,000 unaccompanied 
minors have already crossed the border 
into the US since October of 2013, an 
overwhelming number which leaves US 
authorities in an extremely di�cult 
position to be able to process in terms of 
immigration. President Obama has asked 
Congress for $3.7 billion in emergency 
funds to be able to hire more immigration 
judges and border agents in order to be 
able to deal with this crisis.

�ese are the basic facts of this situation 
of what has been happening once these 
unaccompanied minors have already 
crossed the border into the United States. 
But, it is of extreme importance to 
understand why these children have been 
crossing the border to begin with. �erein 
lie the brutal, heart-wrenching facts of 
what the societies of the countries these 
children are �eeing from have become.

�ese children are not runaways, nor are 
they juvenile delinquents in their 
homeland. �ese children are vulnerable 
to crime and abuse due to gang violence, 
not to mention the lack of educational 
and economic opportunities in their 
homeland. �is has caused some parents 

to entrust guides and to send their 
children, sometimes even younger than 
the age of six, to make the perilous 
journey across Mexico into the United 
States. In some cases, these children join a 
parent or a relative already living in the 
US.

In any e�ect, what is extremely 
noteworthy here is that in the majority of 
cases, these children are not escaping 
poverty but violence. What has resulted 
therefore is that the United States is 
seeing on its borders not an immigration 
crisis but a refugee crisis and these 
children should be treated accordingly as 
refugees and not illegal aliens.

Gangs in Central American countries 
that these children are �eeing have 
become more and more geared to 
recruiting foot soldiers for drug sales and 
distribution, going from neighborhood to 
neighborhood, school to school. �is has 
virtually made it a living nightmare for 
children, their parents and teachers to be 
able to exist with any sense of normalcy, 
under such grave threats.

�erefore, what is being seen is that these 
children want to go to school, obtain an 
education and have respectable careers 
but the corrupt, drug infested, violent 
societies they are unfortunate to be born 
in hardly allow them to do so. Hence the 
dream and surge to �ee en masse up north 
to the United States.�e extreme 
pressures from the drug cartels leaves 
them and their families no choice but to 
take the heartbreaking decisions to 
separate from their loved ones and search 

for better lives in the US.

�us the argument that this is not a crisis 
involving illegal immigration but a 
refugee crisis, as the United Nations has 
recommended. �e funds asked by 
President Obama from Congress should 
be utilized to cater to these children as 
refugees in creating refugee centers 
operated by the United Nations, where 
immigration judges could examine case 
by case whether a child, represented by a 
lawyer, has su�cient grounds to be able to 
stay on in the United States.

Currently, judges deny seven out of ten 
applicants for immigration, no doubt 
simply due to the exponential rise in 
recent times of unaccompanied children 
crossing the border and no doubt the 
inability of the US immigration to be able 
to handle such a surge of people crossing 
into the borders. Undoubtedly, it is not an 
easy process.

Having said that, simply basing the 
judgment on logistical facts and ignoring 
the human values of what has caused 
parents to allow their minor children to 
engage in perilous journeys into a foreign 
country and what causes these children to 
want to do so is simply wrong. Sending 
these kids away by deporting them is like 
handing them a death sentence.

�e United States expects other countries 
to accept hundreds of thousands of 
refugees based on humanitarian grounds, 
as can be seen for instance in countries 
neighboring Syria. Why then, should the 
most powerful, wealthiest nation in the 
world, be unable to “process” 57,000 
mostly minor, innocent refugees �eeing 
grave threats to their lives and wanting a 
life that every child has a right to and 
deserves? �at would completely 
undermine the United States’ credibility 
as a humane country.

�is is a legitimate case of a 
humanitarian, refugee crisis. �e US 
government’s decision to turn its back on 
the plight of these children and send 
them back to some of the most dangerous 
societies in the world would simply be 
inhumane.

A great nation does not treat children in 
such a manner.

R

Border Children
A Refugee Crisis
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e cautious while purchasing a 
dry battery for your 
Uninterrupted Power Supply 
(UPS) or solar power system, 
as an expired, outdated junk of 

dry batteries has �ooded the market in 
pretext of imported batteries. �e 
manufacturing date on these imported 
batteries is not mentioned. �erefore, 
while purchasing, it is utmost necessary 
for the buyer to check the manufacturing 
date.

�e increasing use of UPS and solar 
power systems in Pakistan has raised the 
demand for dry batteries which have 
�ooded the markets. Largely, the dry 
batteries available in markets do not have 
their manufacturing date inscribed on 
them.

Investigations reveal that some importers 
are deceiving consumers and local 
distributors by importing expired/used 
dry batteries from the markets of 
Singapore and Malaysia. In these markets, 
huge stocks of expired batteries are sold 
for recycling but due to an ever increasing 
demand for dry/solar batteries in 
Pakistan, some importers have started 
minting money by importing used 
batteries thereby, selling them in local 
markets in the pretext of imported 
batteries. A 100 ampere dry battery is sold 
in the market at approximately 
20,000-25,000 rupees, whereas the 
import of a used battery costs an importer 
approximately PKR2000 to 3000 only. 

Such imports also include some world 
famous brands like Narada, Acme-G and 
NorthStar. People prefer them because of 
their brand name and quality but they 
only get disappointed at the short-lived 
performance of these batteries. �is 
situation not only damages the brand 
name of these worldwide companies but it 
also discourages the use/spread of solar 
energy in Pakistan.

Consumers can identify the di�erence 
between aused and a new battery. Every 
battery has a 16-digit barcode which also 

mentions the manufacturing date of the 
battery. Before purchasing such a battery, 
it is advised that a buyer must inquire 
from the seller about the manufacturing 
date. �e safest way to make a purchase is 
to purchase from the authorized 
distributors, sales agents and resellers. 

�ese dry batteries have a high demand in 
the telecom industry, as they are installed 
with other equipment in telecom towers. 
�e batteries installed at telecom towers 
reachan end of life at about 12 months, 18 
months & 24 months etc. depending on 
their usage. Some local companies also 
buy these unscratched batteries from 
telecom companies and resell them in 
open market. Unfortunately, telecom 
companies do not exercise any scienti�c 
method to dispose of these batteries nor 
they sell it back to the genuine 
manufacturing plants for recycling. Some 
Karachi based businessmen import these 
used batteries and resell them in the open 
markets. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin, Managing 
Director Magcom (pvt) Limited, who is 
also the o�cial agent/distributor of 
Narada in Pakistan,has endorsed this 
issue while expressing his concern over 
the damagesNarada Batteries is enduring 
due to this fraudulent business.  He said, 
“�e Company (Narada) has a system to 
buy back the used/expired batteries or 
replace them but, it is the end user's 
prerogative- the facility is there however. 
We cannot control batteries reselling in 
the market –it is the user's choice and the 
dealer/seller’s malicious intent. 
Sometimes, batteries get stolen from 
warehouses/sites of telecom towers and 
then are resold in the market. We cannot 
control that!” He advises the consumers to 
sell used batteries of their brands to the 
company so that they could be recycled 
and hence not resold in the market.�e 
import and subsequent use of these old 
batteries with no mention of the date of 
manufacturing is discouraging people 
from using products of solar panels in 
Pakistan, as they consider it a failure of 
solar system panels. 

M Aslam Azad, Managing Director of 
Ageco (pvt) Limited, has also su�ered a 
huge loss due to unintentional purchase of 
these expired batteries. His company 
manufactures products powered by solar 
panels so they use dry batteries in its 
products to store energy. He has also 
made written complaints to the CEO of 
Engineering Developing Board (EDB) 
and CEO Alternative Energy 
Development Board (AEDB), but still a 
response from the latter is awaited.

His complaint to the CEO of AEDB 
stated, “It has been found thata company 
A.O Intl Karachi importsdry batteries 
such aNarada and NorthStarblue and 
other brands, which are either found 
expired at shelf or used, as their e�ciency 
ranges from 5 to 20 %.Such products are 
either partially used or expired”. In his 
complain to EDB, he requested the 
authority to stop clearance of those 
batteries which do not have the 
manufacturing date printed on them and 
put restrictions on the use of such 
batteries which have exceeded a year’s 
time. 

In developed countries, consumers cannot 
dump old batteries themselves – they are 
required to return them to a proper 
recycling center from where; these 
batteries are moved to a facility that 
extracts the electrolyte and manufactures 
a new battery. �ere are companies in 
Singapore, Malaysia and some other 
countries which gather used batteries 
from consumers and sell them to battery 
manufacturers for recycling. However, 
there are rules that govern the 
sale/recycling of used batteries. 
Unfortunately, no such system exists in 
Pakistan that may supervise and regulate 
the business of buying/purchasing and 
proper disposal of drybatteries.

B
Expired dry batteries
are �ooded in markets
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have enrolled and attendance is now 
ensured in every school.

EA. Your party isn’t talking about 
mid-term elections?

We haven’t asked for mid-term elections 
o�cially. Even if we do, it wouldn’t be 
unconstitutional.

As per law, courts are bound to give a 
decision within 4 months, but under 
current circumstances, Supreme Court 
says it has 20,000 other cases. Like they 
don’t care about democracy and then 
courts also gave stay orders to candidates, 
which is causing delay in justice. If there 
was no rigging, why would they get a stay 
order? We don’t want to go for any kind of 
clash. We expect from the government to 
give us our democratic rights.

EA. PTI was in favour of talks with TTP 
and even didn’t show support for a military 
operation. Do you think TTP isn’t a 
terrorist organization and this issue could be 
resolved via talks?

�ose who wanted peace talks to succeed 
should have been given a chance. Mehsud 
tribes such as Sajna group etc were coming 
close to the government during peace 
talks. Haqqani was with government, Gul 
Bahadur Wazir tribe was already in 
agreement with the government. �e 
objectives were going to be achieved. PTI 
always supported the policy of 
di�erentiating, isolating and eliminating. 
However, when the operationZarb-e-Azb 
started, we stood with the Army because 
they needed moral support.

�e purpose of peace talks was to 
di�erentiate between those who didn’t 
want to �ght with the government. �ey 
had become Taliban because of what they 
lost. �ey had lost their homes and lives 
due to drones. But if we don’t unite now, 
we wouldn’t do justice with those who 
safeguard us.

EA. What would you say about terrorist 
attempts to kill youngsters like Malala 
Yousafzai?

Not supporting Malala Yousafzai isn’t 
possible being human. Who could say 
what happened was good? People would 
say so but I wouldn’t, because my mother 
was herself shot in the head. I understand 
her pain.

One of the latest controversies 
surrounding Murad Saeed was his 
argument in a TV show with Arslan 
Iftikhar, son of former Chief Justice, 
Iftikhar Chaudhry.

“I was told Khurram Dastagir would be 
there for the program with me as a guest. 
When I reached there, Arslan was there on 
the next seat. I took Absaar aside and 
asked him how I stay for a one hour 
program with Arslan being the other 
guest”, said Saeed. “He isn’t an intellectual 
or an analyst, neither a member of any 
political party, but only the son of former 
Chief Justice.” He continues.

“Whatever happened was against the 
ethics and regulations of media. It didn’t 
happen like it was propagated. Two 
entities propagated it badly via their tweets 
on social media such as the Jang group and 
the pages of PML-N. Take Omer Cheema 
for an example. Many anchors supported it 
too like Asma Shirazi, Reham Khan, 
FareehaIdrees and Shahzeb Khanzada. 
Absaar Alam hasn’t only cut two words 
out. Arslan used bad language, curse words 
and after such a thing I think there’s no 
harm in asking for apology. Even in 
parliament, if somebody uses bad language, 
we expunge that and ask the one who is 
guilty to apologize.”

In Musharraf ’s regime when the Chief 
Justice was crippled, he gathered students 
in favor of judiciary. His inspiration comes 
from Imran Khan who always kept his 
words and therefore had a strong urge to 
join Khan. Like many others, he believes 
that Shaukat Khanum, Namal University, 
Mianwali symbolize his vision.

“What I like about Khan is that he is a 
visionary leader. His commitment is very 
strong. He believes in Sadaaqat, Adaalat, 
Shujaat (Honesty, Justice and Bravery).”

EA.�e hot issue these days is a military 
coup this year. If this happens, what would 
be the state of political parties?

INTERVIEW

Saeed’s call to politics

You probably have this in mind because of 
our Azadi march and the march by 
Tahir-ul-Qadri but there’s a major 
di�erence between him and us. How we 
di�erentiate between Qadri and PTI is 
that we are a part of the democratic process 
in this state. We go for elections, Qadri 
doesn’t. We don’t want democracy to derail.

An American researcher once said, “�e 
never ending political crisis in Pakistan is a 
product of electoral corruption”. 
Democracy would strengthen once we end 
electoral corruption. I don’t see it coming. 
We want two things; electoral reforms and 
accountability for 11 May2013 elections.

So a military coup isn’t coming as we 
largely believe in democracy. In Pakistan’s 
history, the only party who started from 
grass root level and rose to this status is 
PTI. With over 10 million members, we 
are the largest party in Pakistan by 
membership. We took part in elections on 
provincial and national level and now 
running a coalition government in KPK 
because millions of people voted for us.

EA. You ruled out the possibility of a 
military coup. So what would happen on 
14th of August?

�e options we had after May 11 elections 
were going to Tribunal, Supreme Court, 
and Parliament. Even when PML-N 
leader, Saad Ra�que said 4 constituencies 
would be ours, 4 would be yours, we 
welcomed that suggestion. For Supreme 
Court and Tribunal’s ease, we even said lets 
write a letter and both parties would go to 
the court but it never happened.

We had a public rally at Teen Talwar 
Karachi and Defence area Lahore after the 
general election. People gathered under 
PTIs �ag although the leader was 
admitted in the hospital. People came out 
anyway. Democratic harm could be done if 
we wanted but we didn’t opt for it because 
people would ask why we didn’t go for a 
solution under the law. 

Going out on streets on August 14th is our 
democratic right. We now know about the 
75,000 unveri�ed votes. We need answers 
like what was Najam Sethi’s role as 
caretaker Chief Minister in Punjab and 
who else was involved in corruption. All 
political parties say rigging always 
happens. Is that an excuse? Would it keep 
happening? �e political parties here don’t 
work much to enhance their vote bank as 
they work for rigging.

EA. Is Tehrik-e-Insaaf still a movement or 
it is now a party?

I would say it’s still a Tehrik, a movement. 
Since we are a part of government we are a 
political party but PTI is a movement 
because it’s still �ghting for justice. We 
want to rule the country like HazratUmar 
bin al-Khat'tab (R.A)ruled the whole 
Sasanian Empire and more than two 
thirds of the Byzantine Empire in 634 CE.

EA. If PTI comes to power in the center, 
would they enforce Umar laws?

In Pakistan there is an existing judicial 
system yet people don’t get cheap justice. 
People have to wait for years to get a 
judgment, so our aim is to create a justice 
system where people don’t have to �ght for 
years to getjustice. When PTI comes to 
power, it will work to eliminate corruption 
from the lower judiciary to provide justice 
at door steps. 

Militancy in Swat didn’t begin in 2004-05. 
In 1971 that movement was started 
because they wanted cheap and immediate 
justice. In the tribalsystem,Swat used to 
get immediate justice and the whole village 
used to gather.

EA. What is the ideology of PTI?

After the new world order, leftist, rightist 
and conservatism idea is gone. PTI is 
looking after the national interest.

Like Imran Khan said, we wouldn’t 
compromise on corruption. In Pakistan’s 
history, we are the only party which �red 
its own ministers on corruption charges. 
Con�ict of interest law has beenpassedby 
PTI which doesn’t allow any minister to 
do business.

Previously, the MPAs and MNAs used to 
spend funds for their own bene�ts. Now 
we have consultants and we pass tenders so 
that no corruption can be done 
anymore.An independent Accountability 
Commission is formed who can even 
question the Chief Minister if he is by any 
means involved in corruption. We have 
passed 25 new rules in the provincial 
assembly.

Polio virus ended one year after PTI 
government took charge. It is being 
appreciated around the world. Bill Gates, 
WHO and UN International Children’s 
Emergency Fund had congratulated KPK 
government for running Sehat Ka Insaaf 
programme successfully. 

PTI also initiated reforms in education 
system which isin �rst phase. We are 
trying to end di�erences between the rich 
and poor. English is now the language of 
instruction in entire KPK. After 
Tameer-e-School project, more students 

As Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf youth mantra enticed the youth to PTI like the positively phototactic moth 
isdrawn to light, PTI held its end of the deal by opening doors to 40pc young candidates. One of these 
young candidates nominated by PTI, Murad Saeed, won his seat from NA-29 Swat, a�er defeating his 

senior political rivals. Saeed hails from Kabal of district Swat. During Operation Rah-e-Rast, the second 
ba�le of Swat in 2009 between Pakistan Army and the militants, a stray mortar shell had destroyed his 
house critically injuring his mother and brother. It served as Saeed’s call to politics as he was now deter-
mined to serve his people. So even at that crucial time, Saeed went from town to town forming ISF (Insaf 

Student Federation) chapter which is the driving force behind Imran Khan’s PTI.
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have enrolled and attendance is now 
ensured in every school.

EA. Your party isn’t talking about 
mid-term elections?

We haven’t asked for mid-term elections 
o�cially. Even if we do, it wouldn’t be 
unconstitutional.

As per law, courts are bound to give a 
decision within 4 months, but under 
current circumstances, Supreme Court 
says it has 20,000 other cases. Like they 
don’t care about democracy and then 
courts also gave stay orders to candidates, 
which is causing delay in justice. If there 
was no rigging, why would they get a stay 
order? We don’t want to go for any kind of 
clash. We expect from the government to 
give us our democratic rights.

EA. PTI was in favour of talks with TTP 
and even didn’t show support for a military 
operation. Do you think TTP isn’t a 
terrorist organization and this issue could be 
resolved via talks?

�ose who wanted peace talks to succeed 
should have been given a chance. Mehsud 
tribes such as Sajna group etc were coming 
close to the government during peace 
talks. Haqqani was with government, Gul 
Bahadur Wazir tribe was already in 
agreement with the government. �e 
objectives were going to be achieved. PTI 
always supported the policy of 
di�erentiating, isolating and eliminating. 
However, when the operationZarb-e-Azb 
started, we stood with the Army because 
they needed moral support.

�e purpose of peace talks was to 
di�erentiate between those who didn’t 
want to �ght with the government. �ey 
had become Taliban because of what they 
lost. �ey had lost their homes and lives 
due to drones. But if we don’t unite now, 
we wouldn’t do justice with those who 
safeguard us.

EA. What would you say about terrorist 
attempts to kill youngsters like Malala 
Yousafzai?

Not supporting Malala Yousafzai isn’t 
possible being human. Who could say 
what happened was good? People would 
say so but I wouldn’t, because my mother 
was herself shot in the head. I understand 
her pain.

One of the latest controversies 
surrounding Murad Saeed was his 
argument in a TV show with Arslan 
Iftikhar, son of former Chief Justice, 
Iftikhar Chaudhry.

“I was told Khurram Dastagir would be 
there for the program with me as a guest. 
When I reached there, Arslan was there on 
the next seat. I took Absaar aside and 
asked him how I stay for a one hour 
program with Arslan being the other 
guest”, said Saeed. “He isn’t an intellectual 
or an analyst, neither a member of any 
political party, but only the son of former 
Chief Justice.” He continues.

“Whatever happened was against the 
ethics and regulations of media. It didn’t 
happen like it was propagated. Two 
entities propagated it badly via their tweets 
on social media such as the Jang group and 
the pages of PML-N. Take Omer Cheema 
for an example. Many anchors supported it 
too like Asma Shirazi, Reham Khan, 
FareehaIdrees and Shahzeb Khanzada. 
Absaar Alam hasn’t only cut two words 
out. Arslan used bad language, curse words 
and after such a thing I think there’s no 
harm in asking for apology. Even in 
parliament, if somebody uses bad language, 
we expunge that and ask the one who is 
guilty to apologize.”

In Musharraf ’s regime when the Chief 
Justice was crippled, he gathered students 
in favor of judiciary. His inspiration comes 
from Imran Khan who always kept his 
words and therefore had a strong urge to 
join Khan. Like many others, he believes 
that Shaukat Khanum, Namal University, 
Mianwali symbolize his vision.

“What I like about Khan is that he is a 
visionary leader. His commitment is very 
strong. He believes in Sadaaqat, Adaalat, 
Shujaat (Honesty, Justice and Bravery).”

EA.�e hot issue these days is a military 
coup this year. If this happens, what would 
be the state of political parties?
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Even more troubling, since 2008, the 
largest banks in the US have gotten 
larger, not smaller.

As the FDIC’s Hoenig conceded, 
“�ese �rms are generally larger, more 
complicated, and more interconnected 
than they were prior to the crisis of 
2008. �ey have only marginally 
strengthened their balance sheet to 
facilitate their resolvability, should it be 
necessary. �ey remain excessively 
leveraged.”

�ough Congress has continued to take 
a back seat on 
s t r o n g e r 
regulations of 
Wall Street, Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren 
(D-Mass.) has 
stood out as she 
has a consistently 
challenged federal 
regulators and 
bank managers 
over the ‘too big 
to fail’ problem.

“Who would have 
thought �ve years 
ago, after we 
w i t n e s s e d 
�rsthand the 
dangers of an 
o v e r l y 
c o n c e n t r a t e d 
�nancial system, 
that the Too Big 
to Fail problem 
would only have 
gotten worse?” 
Warren asked last 
year while 
speaking at an 

event organized by the Roosevelt 
Institute and Americans for Financial 
Reform. “Today, the four biggest banks 
are 30% larger than they were �ve years 
ago. And the �ve largest banks now hold 
more than half of the total banking 
assets in the country. One study earlier 
this year showed that the Too Big to 
Fail status is giving the 10 biggest U.S. 
banks an annual taxpayer subsidy of $83 
billion.”

Dodd-Frank regulations have done 
little or nothing to diminish systemic 
threat of large �nancial institutions as 
FDIC and Fed regulators say “living 
wills” are inadequate to avoid repeat of 
2008 disaster

Nearly six years after the �nancial crisis 
of 2008 that helped spur a global 
economic meltdown, federal regulators 
in the U.S. on August 5, 2014 declared 
that much-touted reforms designed to 
curb the threat of so-called ‘Too Big To 
Fail’ banks have done not nearly enough 
to end the prospect that taxpayers will 
be left holding the bag when the next 
bubble bursts or a new wave of Wall 
Street disasters strikes.

Presented in a joint review by the 
Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System and the Board of Directors of 
the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (FDIC), the two �nancial 
regulatory bodies say that resolution 
plans (so-called “living wills”) 
submitted by eleven large banks—which 
included Wall Street titans Bank of 
America, Bank of New York Mellon, 
Barclays, Citigroup, Credit Suisse, 
Deutsche Bank, Goldman Sachs, 
JPMorgan Chase, Morgan Stanley, 
State Street Corp., and UBS—shared 
common �aws that make the 
institutions a continued threat to the 
overall economy.

�e Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform 
and Consumer Protection Act, signed 
into law in 2010, included provisions 
meant to avoid a repeat of what 
happened in 2008, when a collapse of 
the mortgage market sent a shockwave 
through the �nancial services industry 
and U.S. tax dollars were used to 
backstop the nation’s largest banks from 
defaults that Wall Street claimed would 
cause even more severe damage to the 
economy. Portions of Dodd-Frank 
compelled these large institutions to 
create ‘resolution plans’ so that in the 
event of a similar crisis, the banks would 
be dismantled in a more orderly fashion 
and large-scale government 

ECONOMY
intervention would not be 
necessary—nor in theory, allowed.

�e problem, according to the Fed and 
the FDIC, is that the plans put together 
by the big banks simply won’t work.

“Each plan being [put forth] is de�cient 
and fails to convincingly demonstrate 
how, in failure, any one of these �rms 
could overcome obstacles to entering 
bankruptcy without precipitating a 
�nancial crisis,” said FDIC vice 
chairman �omas Hoenig in a 
statement. “Despite the thousands of 

pages of material these �rms submitted, 
the plans provide no credible or clear 
path through bankruptcy that doesn’t 
require unrealistic assumptions and 
direct or indirect public support.”

As the Hu�ngton Post‘s  
ShahienNasiripour explains:

“�e phenomenon known as too big to 
fail is based on the notion that 
government o�cials will always rescue a 
failing �nancial company when it 
believes the failure would cause �nancial 
chaos. Since investors in the company 
believe they’d be bailed out, they accept 
a lower return for funding the 

company’s operations. �at in turn 
enables the too big to fail company to 
enjoy a taxpayer-provided subsidy 
unavailable to its smaller rivals.�e 
announcement by federal regulators 
that the 11 banks’ living wills were 
inadequate strikes at the heart of the 
argument that the banks are no longer 
too big to fail.”

Last week, a report by Government 
Accountability O�ce came to similar 
conclusions as the FDIC and Fed 
governors after it was asked to look into 
the impact that Dodd-Frank has had on 

the ‘too big to fail’ institutions. As 
Gretchen Morgensen at the New York 
Times reported, the GAO 
�ndings—despite being “muddled” in 
some respects—make it clearthat some 
institutions remain too complex and 
interconnected to be unwound quickly 
and e�ciently if they get into trouble.

It is also clear that this status confers 
�nancial bene�ts on those institutions. 
Stated simply, there is an enormous 
value in a bank’s ability to tap the 
taxpayer for a bailout rather than being 
forced to go through bankruptcy.

Banks
Bigger, Badder…
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etter known for the Pulitzer 
Prizes in journalism and 
literature, Josef Pulitzer once 
said that there is not a crime, 

there is not a dodge, there is not a trick, 
there is not a swindle, and there is not a 
vice which does not live by secrecy. 

Synchronization is the collection, 
arrangement, co-ordination and 
harmonization of similar data to operate 
the unison system. On the other hand, 
digitalization is the integration and 
making records online of everything 
about and for everyday life using modern 
computer technology. Both are necessary 
for the smooth and e�cient working and 
functioning of the system. At this time, 
Scandinavian model is considered the 
best in the world with 42 features 
attached to census. Mahathir 
Mohammad also arrayed a successful 
paper less o�cial working in Malaysia. 

Introduction of National Archive by the 
government of Pakistan is also an 
attempt in this regard. In Pakistan, 
NADRA has started smart card with 36 
security features though these features 
are dysfunctional right now. People are 
calling it breach of their privacy and 
secrecy. When a person fails to keep his 
secret with himself and tells a fellow 

saying him not to tell anybody else, he is 
actually pulling the wool over his own 
eyes. A question arises whether a state 
should have access to its citizens or not? 
�e answer is yes. �e other question is 
whether the fellow citizens should have 
access to other fellows? �e answer again 
should be yes but dubiously, it is no. 
When people are ready to share their ins 
and outs with the state, they should not 
hesitate to share their details with fellow 
beings. �e myth of privacy must be 
broken. 

�ere is wider divergence and disparity 
between personal and business or 
professional privacy. �ere are at least 
reasons and rationales for personal 
privacies despite the fact that people 
intend to share more about themselves 
generally, and less about their businesses 
and professions especially when state 
comes in between. Take a bird eye view 
of the social media, one is facebook; 
people deliberately share even what is 
immoral. A detailed history, location, 
likes and dislikes of a person can be 
collected from facebook. Intelligence 
agencies need not to bother more as 
people themselves are surrendering and 
making confessions. Twitter too is 
another intentional constituent of 
conceding. 

generations have gone by. �ough in 
Punjab, government has started 
computerization of land records with the 
�nancial assistance of World Bank but it 
should be all-embracing, transparent and 
implemented all over the country to get 
rid of Patwari ma�a and irregularities 
that delay a case for centuries.

National Archive of Pakistan is playing 
its due role in digitalizing the 
government records but its pace is very 
dawdling due to budgeting and 
technological constraints. E.government 
has made communications and 
transactions easier, quick and paper free 
since its establishment in October, 2002.  
Introduction of online lodging of FIR by 
the government of KPK is a superb step. 
It should be extended to the whole 
country for overcoming corruption, 
ghosts and repression from police 
stations. 

Automation and synchronization 
through digitalization are the demands 
of contemporary world. �us every e�ort 
should be made acquiring and achieving 
them. Progressive and corruption free 
taxation can only be achieved via this. 
HEC is rendering excellent services by 
assisting libraries to digitalize their 
content. Digital divide, wherever it has 

demarcated developed and under 
developed countries, it has engraved 
more extensive impacts and di�erence 
within underdeveloped countries. 
Masses are illiterate and do not know the 
bene�ts and easiness synchronization 
can render. �ose who have access or can 
facilitate others are either visionless or 
ill-sighted.  

Attainment of NTN number is 
mandatory for the registration of any 
business entity. Here tax and custom 
duty evasion is so rampant that those 
who can pay tax �nd fraudulent ways to 
steer clear of it. Even such groups of 
people have not attained NTN number. 
Among these destitute, our politicians 
and members of national and provincial 
assemblies are on the top of the list.  And 
those who pay taxes they attain the 
services of those chartered accountant 
�rms which could show more losses and 
little pro�ts to salt away the tax payment. 
�is attitude is really unjusti�able. On 
the other hand, government is 
announcing tax rebates for business 
tycoons to levy more burdens on the 
poor. �ere is no issue of privacy but 
concealment and evasion. �is all needs 
transparent synchronization through 
digitalization so that both the tax net 

and base could be increased to put the 
country on the path of progress and 
prosperity. 

What is need of the hour now? How all 
these discrepancies, frauds and evasions 
can be controlled? �e answer lays in 
synchronization of every one’s every type 
of record through digitalization with 
proper public access as government 
passed Right to Information Act 2013. 
All types of records should be 
computerized, digitalized and 
synchronized for easy compilation, 
accession, processing and furnishing. 
Government should take timely, 
e�ective, e�cient steps based on 
national interest in this regard to 
overcome the systematic loopholes, 
red-tapism and ambiguities by 
synchronizing the data. As said by Vera 
Nazarian, a famous writer that in the 
kingdom of glasses everything is 
transparent, and there is no place to hide 
a dark heart.  

TECHNOLOGY
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Most of the time people crying for privacy are either cynical or have 
malicious intensions. They want to hide their wrong doings, lootings, 
assets, con�scated properties and bank balances from the eyes of 

state and the victims to save themselves from taxation, social, judicial 
and media accountability. 

Synchronization through
digitalization and the

issue of privacy in

Here we are caught up in a numbers 
game. A person is allotted di�erent 
birth, citizenship, NTN, CNIC, bank 
accounts, vehicle, educational 
registration, job, voter, driving license 
and house numbers.  Which number is 
to be remembered? �at same person has 
di�erent identities. Result is ambiguity, 
corruption, exploitation and security 
issues. What’s better is that a speci�c 
number should be designated to a person 
which should be his identity in every 
discipline and walk of life. Most of the 
time people crying for privacy are either 
cynical or have malicious intensions. 
�ey want to hide their wrong doings, 
lootings, assets, con�scated properties 
and bank balances from the eyes of state 
and the victims to save themselves from 
taxation, social, judicial and media 
accountability. A transparent and 
integrated person who earns through 
right means and hardworking is above 
fear and does not usually demand 
privacy.   

Land records are still under traditional 
manual patwari culture. Resultantly, land 
disputes and frauds are out of control.  
�ere is often such a mess that the 
grandfather of grandfather starts a case 
and it is not decided even until four 
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etter known for the Pulitzer 
Prizes in journalism and 
literature, Josef Pulitzer once 
said that there is not a crime, 

there is not a dodge, there is not a trick, 
there is not a swindle, and there is not a 
vice which does not live by secrecy. 

Synchronization is the collection, 
arrangement, co-ordination and 
harmonization of similar data to operate 
the unison system. On the other hand, 
digitalization is the integration and 
making records online of everything 
about and for everyday life using modern 
computer technology. Both are necessary 
for the smooth and e�cient working and 
functioning of the system. At this time, 
Scandinavian model is considered the 
best in the world with 42 features 
attached to census. Mahathir 
Mohammad also arrayed a successful 
paper less o�cial working in Malaysia. 

Introduction of National Archive by the 
government of Pakistan is also an 
attempt in this regard. In Pakistan, 
NADRA has started smart card with 36 
security features though these features 
are dysfunctional right now. People are 
calling it breach of their privacy and 
secrecy. When a person fails to keep his 
secret with himself and tells a fellow 

saying him not to tell anybody else, he is 
actually pulling the wool over his own 
eyes. A question arises whether a state 
should have access to its citizens or not? 
�e answer is yes. �e other question is 
whether the fellow citizens should have 
access to other fellows? �e answer again 
should be yes but dubiously, it is no. 
When people are ready to share their ins 
and outs with the state, they should not 
hesitate to share their details with fellow 
beings. �e myth of privacy must be 
broken. 

�ere is wider divergence and disparity 
between personal and business or 
professional privacy. �ere are at least 
reasons and rationales for personal 
privacies despite the fact that people 
intend to share more about themselves 
generally, and less about their businesses 
and professions especially when state 
comes in between. Take a bird eye view 
of the social media, one is facebook; 
people deliberately share even what is 
immoral. A detailed history, location, 
likes and dislikes of a person can be 
collected from facebook. Intelligence 
agencies need not to bother more as 
people themselves are surrendering and 
making confessions. Twitter too is 
another intentional constituent of 
conceding. 

generations have gone by. �ough in 
Punjab, government has started 
computerization of land records with the 
�nancial assistance of World Bank but it 
should be all-embracing, transparent and 
implemented all over the country to get 
rid of Patwari ma�a and irregularities 
that delay a case for centuries.

National Archive of Pakistan is playing 
its due role in digitalizing the 
government records but its pace is very 
dawdling due to budgeting and 
technological constraints. E.government 
has made communications and 
transactions easier, quick and paper free 
since its establishment in October, 2002.  
Introduction of online lodging of FIR by 
the government of KPK is a superb step. 
It should be extended to the whole 
country for overcoming corruption, 
ghosts and repression from police 
stations. 

Automation and synchronization 
through digitalization are the demands 
of contemporary world. �us every e�ort 
should be made acquiring and achieving 
them. Progressive and corruption free 
taxation can only be achieved via this. 
HEC is rendering excellent services by 
assisting libraries to digitalize their 
content. Digital divide, wherever it has 

demarcated developed and under 
developed countries, it has engraved 
more extensive impacts and di�erence 
within underdeveloped countries. 
Masses are illiterate and do not know the 
bene�ts and easiness synchronization 
can render. �ose who have access or can 
facilitate others are either visionless or 
ill-sighted.  

Attainment of NTN number is 
mandatory for the registration of any 
business entity. Here tax and custom 
duty evasion is so rampant that those 
who can pay tax �nd fraudulent ways to 
steer clear of it. Even such groups of 
people have not attained NTN number. 
Among these destitute, our politicians 
and members of national and provincial 
assemblies are on the top of the list.  And 
those who pay taxes they attain the 
services of those chartered accountant 
�rms which could show more losses and 
little pro�ts to salt away the tax payment. 
�is attitude is really unjusti�able. On 
the other hand, government is 
announcing tax rebates for business 
tycoons to levy more burdens on the 
poor. �ere is no issue of privacy but 
concealment and evasion. �is all needs 
transparent synchronization through 
digitalization so that both the tax net 

and base could be increased to put the 
country on the path of progress and 
prosperity. 

What is need of the hour now? How all 
these discrepancies, frauds and evasions 
can be controlled? �e answer lays in 
synchronization of every one’s every type 
of record through digitalization with 
proper public access as government 
passed Right to Information Act 2013. 
All types of records should be 
computerized, digitalized and 
synchronized for easy compilation, 
accession, processing and furnishing. 
Government should take timely, 
e�ective, e�cient steps based on 
national interest in this regard to 
overcome the systematic loopholes, 
red-tapism and ambiguities by 
synchronizing the data. As said by Vera 
Nazarian, a famous writer that in the 
kingdom of glasses everything is 
transparent, and there is no place to hide 
a dark heart.  
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Here we are caught up in a numbers 
game. A person is allotted di�erent 
birth, citizenship, NTN, CNIC, bank 
accounts, vehicle, educational 
registration, job, voter, driving license 
and house numbers.  Which number is 
to be remembered? �at same person has 
di�erent identities. Result is ambiguity, 
corruption, exploitation and security 
issues. What’s better is that a speci�c 
number should be designated to a person 
which should be his identity in every 
discipline and walk of life. Most of the 
time people crying for privacy are either 
cynical or have malicious intensions. 
�ey want to hide their wrong doings, 
lootings, assets, con�scated properties 
and bank balances from the eyes of state 
and the victims to save themselves from 
taxation, social, judicial and media 
accountability. A transparent and 
integrated person who earns through 
right means and hardworking is above 
fear and does not usually demand 
privacy.   

Land records are still under traditional 
manual patwari culture. Resultantly, land 
disputes and frauds are out of control.  
�ere is often such a mess that the 
grandfather of grandfather starts a case 
and it is not decided even until four 
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buse and exploitation of vulnerable 
sections of the society has existed in 
South Asia in the form of tradition as 
well as in the manner of organized 

crime and it can be observed in many forms, 
however none is as deviant as the crime of human 
tra�cking. It is beyond a social malaise, it is a 
major felony which stands in violation of the 
human spirit, and has managed to survive, 
notwithstanding decades of e�orts by the 
government and social activism, especially since 
the independence of Pakistan in 1947. As a 
member of a free republic, every citizen of the 
country has a right to freedom in pursuing one’s 
personal life, vocation and faith.

However there are examples of lives of people in 
this society and this country, who have not had 
the liberty or freedom to pursue their own 
ambitions and aspirations. In fact, there are 
examples of those who are actually led into traps, 
lured with false promises of well-paying 
employment in lands far and away from their 
native place. �ey are moved, often abroad, to 
lands where they have little scope for recourse to 
legal help or support. �is is the world of human 
tra�cking, where the victims are normally from 
under-developed economies, lured and shipped 
to speci�c countries, including the Middle East 
and South Eastern Europe.

From Pakistan, men, women and 
children are often subjected to forced 
labour and prostitution. Bonded labour is 
the most chronic and substantial menace 
of this problem with major focus on 
brick-making and in two of our largest 
provinces – Punjab & Sindh. For those 
who are tra�cked, there exists no 
convenient recourse as the human 
tra�cking crime is a highly organized 
one. �ose in control have all means to 
coerce and blackmail. In the case of those 
who are moved abroad, their tra�ckers 
take away the passports, restrict their 
movement and withhold their promised 
salaries and force them to work long 
hours under di�cult conditions. Most 
woeful is the state of the women, who are 
often forced against their will into all 
manners of servitude, sexual exploitation. 

According to Tristan Burnett, from the 
International Organization for 
Migration Mission (IOM), “Women in 
the region are often �rst abducted, driven 
into forced marriages and also for sexual 
servitude. And the factors she cited 
include, armed con�ict, lack of internal 
security along with several 
socio-economic factors”.

Women and young girls are often sold 
into forced marriages, where their 
husbands force them through organized 
human tra�cking syndicates to leave the 
country’s borders and get into 
prostitution in the next country. �e 
non-state militancy that has grown in 
Pakistan has been referred to as 
partaking in the exploitation of the 
tra�cked women and children.

Even those women who migrate 
voluntarily to the states in Middle East, 
Africa, Mediterranean and the rest of 
Europe aspiring to �nd low-skilled 
employment fall prey to human 
tra�cking. �ey are often given false job 
o�ers against high fee charged by the 
agents of the so-called employment 
promoters. As a result they end up in a 
distant land �nding themselves in 
involuntary servitude or debt bondage.  
�ey are forced to go through 
psychological and physical torture, with 
their travel and identi�cation documents 
seized. �e Pakistani women and girls 
fall easy prey to the usual tactics of the 
human tra�ckers in the Middle East and 
Europe. �e report also mentioned 
women and young girls who were 
tra�cked from Afghanistan and forced 
to move to Iran with similar 
consequences.

According to the Tra�cking in Persons 
Report, published by the US Department 

of State in 2014, “An NGO report 
estimated that Pakistani police rescued 
1,871 bonded laborers—425 women, 944 
men, and 32 children—in 2013. Activists 
claimed that after bonded laborers were 
freed, they received little support from 
the government to restart their lives, and 
actually returned to the brick kilns or 
farms due to lack of alternative 
employment opportunities”.

�e Pakistani government has taken 
actions to prosecute and punish the 
tra�cking o�enders and prevent all form 
of human tra�cking by also convicting 
o�cials that are illegally involved in such 
rackets and has passed the Prevention 
and Control of Human Tra�cking 
Ordinance (PACHTO) law. �e 
International Labor Organization (ILO) 
Report of the Committee of Experts 
noted that land owners exploited bonded 
laborers with impunity. Observers noted 
that Pakistan’s implementation of 
existing anti-tra�cking laws was 
generally poor and that there was not a 
sustained e�ort by the government to 
�nd and prosecute tra�ckers, especially 
those involved in the exploitation of 
bonded laborers.

Waheed Chaudhary, a eminent professor 
at Quaid-i-Azam University, Pakistan 
says that, “All South Asian countries are 
facing almost similar kinds of problems 
in terms of tra�cking, and that moral 
poverty is the most important issue 
considering that most of the parents were 
aware of what their daughters would be 
doing once they are tra�cked”.

However, a greater focus on this 
crime would require 
enhancing law 
enforcement and by 
increasing conviction rates 
and punitive measures for 
tra�ckers. It will act as a 
strong deterrent against 
them and their crimes, 
providing greater 
transparency in the e�orts 
of law enforcement agencies 
involved and their 
performance towards 
controlling human tra�cking, 
educating not just the public 
however the government 
servants too, on the risks and 
ethical problems associated with crimes 
of  human tra�cking. And also 
encourage overseas Pakistanis’ 
associations to help women caught in 
human tra�cking with all the required 
aid and support. Tristan Burnett of IOM 
considers lack of reporting of the cases, 

inability of women to access the judicial 
system and insecurity as prime obstacles 
to counter tra�cking. 

According to Shahida Gilani of the 
United Nations O�ce on Drug and 
Crime (UNODC), “A major campaign 
has been launched in the country where 
almost 400,000 lea�ets and posters are 
being distributed across several villages in 
the country in an e�ort to educate the 
people on the dangers associated with 
human tra�cking. It is being done in 
cooperation with FIA, and the message is 
being conveyed in Urdu language that 
the crime, apart from being unethical, is 
un-Islamic too”.

A highlight of the state’s e�orts to 
counter this crime is certainly the work 
being performed by NGOs and 
government shelters, like the Punjab 
Child Protection and Welfare Bureau, 
which works towards the rehabilitation 
of the children. For the women, there are 
26 of the government’s Shaheed Benazir 
Bhutto Centers, “Darul Aman” centers 
that provide rehabilitation. �e Punjab 
government launched a project in 2008, 
Elimination of Bonded Labour in Brick 
Kilns, helping labourers with 
interest-free loans, for starting on their 
own and education facilities for their 
children. Such experiments have to be 
replicated at a greater scale in order to 
gradually contain and get rid of the 
human tra�cking crime.
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buse and exploitation of vulnerable 
sections of the society has existed in 
South Asia in the form of tradition as 
well as in the manner of organized 

crime and it can be observed in many forms, 
however none is as deviant as the crime of human 
tra�cking. It is beyond a social malaise, it is a 
major felony which stands in violation of the 
human spirit, and has managed to survive, 
notwithstanding decades of e�orts by the 
government and social activism, especially since 
the independence of Pakistan in 1947. As a 
member of a free republic, every citizen of the 
country has a right to freedom in pursuing one’s 
personal life, vocation and faith.

However there are examples of lives of people in 
this society and this country, who have not had 
the liberty or freedom to pursue their own 
ambitions and aspirations. In fact, there are 
examples of those who are actually led into traps, 
lured with false promises of well-paying 
employment in lands far and away from their 
native place. �ey are moved, often abroad, to 
lands where they have little scope for recourse to 
legal help or support. �is is the world of human 
tra�cking, where the victims are normally from 
under-developed economies, lured and shipped 
to speci�c countries, including the Middle East 
and South Eastern Europe.

From Pakistan, men, women and 
children are often subjected to forced 
labour and prostitution. Bonded labour is 
the most chronic and substantial menace 
of this problem with major focus on 
brick-making and in two of our largest 
provinces – Punjab & Sindh. For those 
who are tra�cked, there exists no 
convenient recourse as the human 
tra�cking crime is a highly organized 
one. �ose in control have all means to 
coerce and blackmail. In the case of those 
who are moved abroad, their tra�ckers 
take away the passports, restrict their 
movement and withhold their promised 
salaries and force them to work long 
hours under di�cult conditions. Most 
woeful is the state of the women, who are 
often forced against their will into all 
manners of servitude, sexual exploitation. 

According to Tristan Burnett, from the 
International Organization for 
Migration Mission (IOM), “Women in 
the region are often �rst abducted, driven 
into forced marriages and also for sexual 
servitude. And the factors she cited 
include, armed con�ict, lack of internal 
security along with several 
socio-economic factors”.

Women and young girls are often sold 
into forced marriages, where their 
husbands force them through organized 
human tra�cking syndicates to leave the 
country’s borders and get into 
prostitution in the next country. �e 
non-state militancy that has grown in 
Pakistan has been referred to as 
partaking in the exploitation of the 
tra�cked women and children.

Even those women who migrate 
voluntarily to the states in Middle East, 
Africa, Mediterranean and the rest of 
Europe aspiring to �nd low-skilled 
employment fall prey to human 
tra�cking. �ey are often given false job 
o�ers against high fee charged by the 
agents of the so-called employment 
promoters. As a result they end up in a 
distant land �nding themselves in 
involuntary servitude or debt bondage.  
�ey are forced to go through 
psychological and physical torture, with 
their travel and identi�cation documents 
seized. �e Pakistani women and girls 
fall easy prey to the usual tactics of the 
human tra�ckers in the Middle East and 
Europe. �e report also mentioned 
women and young girls who were 
tra�cked from Afghanistan and forced 
to move to Iran with similar 
consequences.

According to the Tra�cking in Persons 
Report, published by the US Department 

of State in 2014, “An NGO report 
estimated that Pakistani police rescued 
1,871 bonded laborers—425 women, 944 
men, and 32 children—in 2013. Activists 
claimed that after bonded laborers were 
freed, they received little support from 
the government to restart their lives, and 
actually returned to the brick kilns or 
farms due to lack of alternative 
employment opportunities”.

�e Pakistani government has taken 
actions to prosecute and punish the 
tra�cking o�enders and prevent all form 
of human tra�cking by also convicting 
o�cials that are illegally involved in such 
rackets and has passed the Prevention 
and Control of Human Tra�cking 
Ordinance (PACHTO) law. �e 
International Labor Organization (ILO) 
Report of the Committee of Experts 
noted that land owners exploited bonded 
laborers with impunity. Observers noted 
that Pakistan’s implementation of 
existing anti-tra�cking laws was 
generally poor and that there was not a 
sustained e�ort by the government to 
�nd and prosecute tra�ckers, especially 
those involved in the exploitation of 
bonded laborers.

Waheed Chaudhary, a eminent professor 
at Quaid-i-Azam University, Pakistan 
says that, “All South Asian countries are 
facing almost similar kinds of problems 
in terms of tra�cking, and that moral 
poverty is the most important issue 
considering that most of the parents were 
aware of what their daughters would be 
doing once they are tra�cked”.

However, a greater focus on this 
crime would require 
enhancing law 
enforcement and by 
increasing conviction rates 
and punitive measures for 
tra�ckers. It will act as a 
strong deterrent against 
them and their crimes, 
providing greater 
transparency in the e�orts 
of law enforcement agencies 
involved and their 
performance towards 
controlling human tra�cking, 
educating not just the public 
however the government 
servants too, on the risks and 
ethical problems associated with crimes 
of  human tra�cking. And also 
encourage overseas Pakistanis’ 
associations to help women caught in 
human tra�cking with all the required 
aid and support. Tristan Burnett of IOM 
considers lack of reporting of the cases, 

inability of women to access the judicial 
system and insecurity as prime obstacles 
to counter tra�cking. 

According to Shahida Gilani of the 
United Nations O�ce on Drug and 
Crime (UNODC), “A major campaign 
has been launched in the country where 
almost 400,000 lea�ets and posters are 
being distributed across several villages in 
the country in an e�ort to educate the 
people on the dangers associated with 
human tra�cking. It is being done in 
cooperation with FIA, and the message is 
being conveyed in Urdu language that 
the crime, apart from being unethical, is 
un-Islamic too”.

A highlight of the state’s e�orts to 
counter this crime is certainly the work 
being performed by NGOs and 
government shelters, like the Punjab 
Child Protection and Welfare Bureau, 
which works towards the rehabilitation 
of the children. For the women, there are 
26 of the government’s Shaheed Benazir 
Bhutto Centers, “Darul Aman” centers 
that provide rehabilitation. �e Punjab 
government launched a project in 2008, 
Elimination of Bonded Labour in Brick 
Kilns, helping labourers with 
interest-free loans, for starting on their 
own and education facilities for their 
children. Such experiments have to be 
replicated at a greater scale in order to 
gradually contain and get rid of the 
human tra�cking crime.
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t has been a renewal of life and 
livelihood for Muhammad Naeem, a 
vegetable grower in north Pakistan’s 
Namli Mera village who was about 

to give it all up and move to the city after 
shrinking water supply and pollution had 
made farming unviable. But the 
mountain stream has revived, the water 
quality improved and he is able to irrigate 
his four-acre plot with ease, thanks to an 
innovative watershed management 
programme that has saved many farmers 
like him. 

“Water supply from a centuries old 
natural sparkling spring in our area was 
shrinking, getting turbid and polluted 
because of rising deforestation in our 
mountain village. I realised that farming 
was no more viable and was thinking of 
abandoning it to migrate to Islamabad 
with my family in search of labour,” 
recalled Naeem. 

Namli Mera, one of the villages located 
around the Ayubia National Park, about 
80 km from Islamabad, was once popular 
amongst tourists for its gushing, cold and 
sparkling waters of natural springs. But 

many dried up over the years.

Spread over 33 square kilometres 
(around 3312 square kms), the park in 
the western Himalayas is surrounded by 
12 villages in the three towns of 
Nathiagali, Ayubia and Khanspur in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. �e area 
is known for its coniferous and pine 
forest trees and is also home to 757 
species of plants (81 of them having 
medicinal values) and 203 bird, 31 
mammal, and three amphibians species.

�e impact of climate change on water 
availability, rainfall and snowfall are 
evident. But things are looking up for 
people like Naeem, who have given up 
their plans to leave their ancestral homes 
to move to nearby cities like Islamabad, 
Rawalpindi and Abbottabad after the 
Integrated Climate-Resilient Watershed 
Management Programme came into 
e�ect. 

�e introduction of improved irrigation 
practices and conservation of water at the 
household level, plantation of tree 
seedlings, application of bioengineering 

techniques for mountain slope 
stabilisation, piped irrigation and kitchen 
gardening in di�erent villages inside the 
park are part of the programme. 

Besides, the programme has also led to 
the regeneration of deforested areas with 
the help of local community members, 
who have been sensitised about the value 
of forest resources.

�e programme, launched in 2008 by the 
World Wide Fund for Nature-Pakistan 
(WWF-P) and funded by the Coca Cola 
Foundation, is now in its sixth phase that 
concludes in June 2015.

Taj Mohammad, a 60-year-old vegetable 
farmer in Khun Kalan village, is grateful 
for what it has done. Women in the 
village, he said, would walk miles to fetch 
water from distant springs but not 
anymore. “Now, spring water is supplied 
to 300 families in the Lundi and Mandri 
hamlets of Khun Kalan village through a 
plastic pipe,” he said. 

�e area under cultivation has also 
increased substantially thanks to the 
sustained supply of irrigation water, he 

said. 

“Shrinking water supplies had forced 
farmers in our village to stop cultivation 
of crops. But the area has increased from 
40 acres to 150 acres and farmers now 
grow enough vegetables to meet their 
household needs and also sell in the 
market.” 

�e introduction of improved farming 
and irrigation practices among farmers in 
di�erent villages has also helped in water 
conservation at the domestic and farm 
levels, added Sabiha Zaman, social 

mobiliser for WWF-P. 

�e watershed management programme, 
she said, had contributed to the 
sustainable �ow of water for a 
sub-watershed area through di�erent 
techniques such as plantation and loose 
stone check-damning of the streams at 
di�erent points

Under the programme, over 60,000 
indigenous tree species of pine and 
10,000 fruit trees have been planted in 
the last �ve years. �is has helped tackle 
the problem of land erosion and land 

sliding. Besides, as many as 20 hectare of 
area around the park has been protected 
through fencing for encouraging natural 
regeneration of the pine trees. 

According to former director general of 
the Pakistan Climate Change Ministry 
Jawaid Ali Khan, the results of the �rst 
model watershed management 
programme need to be replicated in other 
watershed areas in the upper Indus basin 
(UIB). 

“�ere are about 250 sub-watersheds 
which drain into the Indus basin. 
However, proper management of the 
watersheds in perspective of climate 
change impacts on them has become 
inevitable for sustainable water �ows. �e 
model integrated watershed 
management programme in the Ayubia 
National Park needs to be replicated in 
other watershed areas,” he this scribe.

Pakistan, he said, had been blessed with 
natural resources such as water springs 
and streams from the Himalayan, 
Karakoram and Hindukush mountain 
ranges. �ese mountains are vital 
watersheds from the ecological, social 
and economic perspective. 

He added that about 90 percent of the 
country’s water supply from the UIB 
areas constitute about 40 percent of the 
land area of the country, where the 
population relies on snow and rain for 
the production of food, �bre, fuel, fodder 

and water. �e downstream areas, where 
almost 75 percent of Pakistan’s 
population lives, bene�ts from the water 
�ows from UIB for household water, 
electricity, irrigation supply, �sh 
production, growth of mangrove forests 
and riverine forest survival. 

Over the last 30 years, weather scientists 
and mountain researchers had noted with 
alarm the annual precipitation, 
temperature and snowfall patterns in the 
Ayubia National Park. �is had an 
adverse impact on watershed, 
biodiversity and livelihoods of local 
communities, such as agriculture, and 
cattle rearing. 

Community members had echoed the 
worries as they noted the lush green 
mountainsides becoming bare and 
increasing instances of mud �oods and 
landsliding as the slopes became 
unstable. 

“But most of us still have no alternative 
and no option but to depend on forest 
resources, particularly �rewood,” said 

Zul�qar Ali. �e 40-year-old has already 
abandoned his ancestral farm and now 
runs a motel in Namli Mera village to eke 
out a livelihood. 

He recalled that snowfall would start in 
early November, continue till end of 
April and start melting late May about 
25 years ago. Now, he says, it begins late 
December and ends by mid-March. In 
the last few years, the park area has 
received a few spells of hailstorm in 
April.

Taj Mohammad added that monsoon 
rains were plenty and winter snowfall 
about 10 to 15 feet just 10 to 12 years 
ago. But now rains have become 
increasingly erratic and declining. And 
with winter being mild, snowfall is no 
more than �ve feet.

Ghulam Rasul, senior weather and 
climate scientist at the Pakistan 
Meteorological Department in 
Islamabad, is concerned about the 
changing weather patterns re�ected in 
declining monsoon rains and winter 

snowfall and the trend of hotter summers 
and warmer winters. 

In 1992, he said, annual rainfall in the 
Park area was recorded at a little over 
2,500 millimetres. But this fell to 1,200 
millimetres by 2012 – most of this in the 
July-September monsoon season. 

“Snowfall has been highly erratic in the 
area. For instance, 74.3 inches snowfall 
was recorded in 2008, followed by 17 
inches, 31.1 inches, 42.3 inches, 133.4 
inches and 54.6 inches in 2009, 2010, 
2011, 2012 and 2013, respectively,” Rasul 
told this scribe.

He blamed the soaring deforestation, the 
galloping population in and around the 
Park area and the increasing number of 
tourists.

In 2005, a WWF-P study on mountain 
springs in and around the Park area 
revealed that six of 23 springs had 
completely dried up and �ow to the 
remaining was shrinking gradually due to 
the decreasing vegetation and forest 
cover.

Besides, many of these perennial springs, 
a source of clean drinking water, had 
become seasonal, resulting in water woes 
for local communities. 

�e study said much of the rainwater 
could not percolate down to recharge the 
springs and instead �owed downstream 
causing �oods. 

“Such situation has grown from bad to 
worse as deforestation continues,” said 
WWF-P’s Muhammad Waseem, who is 
focal person for the watershed 
management programme.

“Deforestation has increased the risk of 
landslides in di�erent mountainous areas 
of Pakistan, particularly in di�erent 
valleys of the upper Indus basin. And the 
western Himalayan mountain areas 
inside the Ayubia National Park is no 
exception,” Waseem highlighted. 

Syed Said Badshah Bukhari, former 
secretary for environment of 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province, added 
that land erosion, landslides and �ooding 
was damaging mountain farming and 
other associated livelihoods. 
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Climate-resilient watershed
management protects lives
and livelihoods of Pakistan’s
mountain farmers

Labourers strengthen deforested mountain slopes with bio-engineering techniques to mitigate
land slides and land erosion in Namli Mera village. Photo Credit: Muhammad Waseem/WWF – P.



t has been a renewal of life and 
livelihood for Muhammad Naeem, a 
vegetable grower in north Pakistan’s 
Namli Mera village who was about 

to give it all up and move to the city after 
shrinking water supply and pollution had 
made farming unviable. But the 
mountain stream has revived, the water 
quality improved and he is able to irrigate 
his four-acre plot with ease, thanks to an 
innovative watershed management 
programme that has saved many farmers 
like him. 

“Water supply from a centuries old 
natural sparkling spring in our area was 
shrinking, getting turbid and polluted 
because of rising deforestation in our 
mountain village. I realised that farming 
was no more viable and was thinking of 
abandoning it to migrate to Islamabad 
with my family in search of labour,” 
recalled Naeem. 

Namli Mera, one of the villages located 
around the Ayubia National Park, about 
80 km from Islamabad, was once popular 
amongst tourists for its gushing, cold and 
sparkling waters of natural springs. But 

many dried up over the years.

Spread over 33 square kilometres 
(around 3312 square kms), the park in 
the western Himalayas is surrounded by 
12 villages in the three towns of 
Nathiagali, Ayubia and Khanspur in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. �e area 
is known for its coniferous and pine 
forest trees and is also home to 757 
species of plants (81 of them having 
medicinal values) and 203 bird, 31 
mammal, and three amphibians species.

�e impact of climate change on water 
availability, rainfall and snowfall are 
evident. But things are looking up for 
people like Naeem, who have given up 
their plans to leave their ancestral homes 
to move to nearby cities like Islamabad, 
Rawalpindi and Abbottabad after the 
Integrated Climate-Resilient Watershed 
Management Programme came into 
e�ect. 

�e introduction of improved irrigation 
practices and conservation of water at the 
household level, plantation of tree 
seedlings, application of bioengineering 

techniques for mountain slope 
stabilisation, piped irrigation and kitchen 
gardening in di�erent villages inside the 
park are part of the programme. 

Besides, the programme has also led to 
the regeneration of deforested areas with 
the help of local community members, 
who have been sensitised about the value 
of forest resources.

�e programme, launched in 2008 by the 
World Wide Fund for Nature-Pakistan 
(WWF-P) and funded by the Coca Cola 
Foundation, is now in its sixth phase that 
concludes in June 2015.

Taj Mohammad, a 60-year-old vegetable 
farmer in Khun Kalan village, is grateful 
for what it has done. Women in the 
village, he said, would walk miles to fetch 
water from distant springs but not 
anymore. “Now, spring water is supplied 
to 300 families in the Lundi and Mandri 
hamlets of Khun Kalan village through a 
plastic pipe,” he said. 

�e area under cultivation has also 
increased substantially thanks to the 
sustained supply of irrigation water, he 

said. 

“Shrinking water supplies had forced 
farmers in our village to stop cultivation 
of crops. But the area has increased from 
40 acres to 150 acres and farmers now 
grow enough vegetables to meet their 
household needs and also sell in the 
market.” 

�e introduction of improved farming 
and irrigation practices among farmers in 
di�erent villages has also helped in water 
conservation at the domestic and farm 
levels, added Sabiha Zaman, social 

mobiliser for WWF-P. 

�e watershed management programme, 
she said, had contributed to the 
sustainable �ow of water for a 
sub-watershed area through di�erent 
techniques such as plantation and loose 
stone check-damning of the streams at 
di�erent points

Under the programme, over 60,000 
indigenous tree species of pine and 
10,000 fruit trees have been planted in 
the last �ve years. �is has helped tackle 
the problem of land erosion and land 

sliding. Besides, as many as 20 hectare of 
area around the park has been protected 
through fencing for encouraging natural 
regeneration of the pine trees. 

According to former director general of 
the Pakistan Climate Change Ministry 
Jawaid Ali Khan, the results of the �rst 
model watershed management 
programme need to be replicated in other 
watershed areas in the upper Indus basin 
(UIB). 

“�ere are about 250 sub-watersheds 
which drain into the Indus basin. 
However, proper management of the 
watersheds in perspective of climate 
change impacts on them has become 
inevitable for sustainable water �ows. �e 
model integrated watershed 
management programme in the Ayubia 
National Park needs to be replicated in 
other watershed areas,” he this scribe.

Pakistan, he said, had been blessed with 
natural resources such as water springs 
and streams from the Himalayan, 
Karakoram and Hindukush mountain 
ranges. �ese mountains are vital 
watersheds from the ecological, social 
and economic perspective. 

He added that about 90 percent of the 
country’s water supply from the UIB 
areas constitute about 40 percent of the 
land area of the country, where the 
population relies on snow and rain for 
the production of food, �bre, fuel, fodder 

and water. �e downstream areas, where 
almost 75 percent of Pakistan’s 
population lives, bene�ts from the water 
�ows from UIB for household water, 
electricity, irrigation supply, �sh 
production, growth of mangrove forests 
and riverine forest survival. 

Over the last 30 years, weather scientists 
and mountain researchers had noted with 
alarm the annual precipitation, 
temperature and snowfall patterns in the 
Ayubia National Park. �is had an 
adverse impact on watershed, 
biodiversity and livelihoods of local 
communities, such as agriculture, and 
cattle rearing. 

Community members had echoed the 
worries as they noted the lush green 
mountainsides becoming bare and 
increasing instances of mud �oods and 
landsliding as the slopes became 
unstable. 

“But most of us still have no alternative 
and no option but to depend on forest 
resources, particularly �rewood,” said 

Zul�qar Ali. �e 40-year-old has already 
abandoned his ancestral farm and now 
runs a motel in Namli Mera village to eke 
out a livelihood. 

He recalled that snowfall would start in 
early November, continue till end of 
April and start melting late May about 
25 years ago. Now, he says, it begins late 
December and ends by mid-March. In 
the last few years, the park area has 
received a few spells of hailstorm in 
April.

Taj Mohammad added that monsoon 
rains were plenty and winter snowfall 
about 10 to 15 feet just 10 to 12 years 
ago. But now rains have become 
increasingly erratic and declining. And 
with winter being mild, snowfall is no 
more than �ve feet.

Ghulam Rasul, senior weather and 
climate scientist at the Pakistan 
Meteorological Department in 
Islamabad, is concerned about the 
changing weather patterns re�ected in 
declining monsoon rains and winter 

snowfall and the trend of hotter summers 
and warmer winters. 

In 1992, he said, annual rainfall in the 
Park area was recorded at a little over 
2,500 millimetres. But this fell to 1,200 
millimetres by 2012 – most of this in the 
July-September monsoon season. 

“Snowfall has been highly erratic in the 
area. For instance, 74.3 inches snowfall 
was recorded in 2008, followed by 17 
inches, 31.1 inches, 42.3 inches, 133.4 
inches and 54.6 inches in 2009, 2010, 
2011, 2012 and 2013, respectively,” Rasul 
told this scribe.

He blamed the soaring deforestation, the 
galloping population in and around the 
Park area and the increasing number of 
tourists.

In 2005, a WWF-P study on mountain 
springs in and around the Park area 
revealed that six of 23 springs had 
completely dried up and �ow to the 
remaining was shrinking gradually due to 
the decreasing vegetation and forest 
cover.

Besides, many of these perennial springs, 
a source of clean drinking water, had 
become seasonal, resulting in water woes 
for local communities. 

�e study said much of the rainwater 
could not percolate down to recharge the 
springs and instead �owed downstream 
causing �oods. 

“Such situation has grown from bad to 
worse as deforestation continues,” said 
WWF-P’s Muhammad Waseem, who is 
focal person for the watershed 
management programme.

“Deforestation has increased the risk of 
landslides in di�erent mountainous areas 
of Pakistan, particularly in di�erent 
valleys of the upper Indus basin. And the 
western Himalayan mountain areas 
inside the Ayubia National Park is no 
exception,” Waseem highlighted. 

Syed Said Badshah Bukhari, former 
secretary for environment of 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province, added 
that land erosion, landslides and �ooding 
was damaging mountain farming and 
other associated livelihoods. 
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Mohammad Waseem of WWF – P talks with Taj Mohammad, a 60-year-old vegetable
farmer in Khun Kalan village, some 90 kms from Islamabad.
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t has been a renewal of life and 
livelihood for Muhammad Naeem, a 
vegetable grower in north Pakistan’s 
Namli Mera village who was about 

to give it all up and move to the city after 
shrinking water supply and pollution had 
made farming unviable. But the 
mountain stream has revived, the water 
quality improved and he is able to irrigate 
his four-acre plot with ease, thanks to an 
innovative watershed management 
programme that has saved many farmers 
like him. 

“Water supply from a centuries old 
natural sparkling spring in our area was 
shrinking, getting turbid and polluted 
because of rising deforestation in our 
mountain village. I realised that farming 
was no more viable and was thinking of 
abandoning it to migrate to Islamabad 
with my family in search of labour,” 
recalled Naeem. 

Namli Mera, one of the villages located 
around the Ayubia National Park, about 
80 km from Islamabad, was once popular 
amongst tourists for its gushing, cold and 
sparkling waters of natural springs. But 

many dried up over the years.

Spread over 33 square kilometres 
(around 3312 square kms), the park in 
the western Himalayas is surrounded by 
12 villages in the three towns of 
Nathiagali, Ayubia and Khanspur in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. �e area 
is known for its coniferous and pine 
forest trees and is also home to 757 
species of plants (81 of them having 
medicinal values) and 203 bird, 31 
mammal, and three amphibians species.

�e impact of climate change on water 
availability, rainfall and snowfall are 
evident. But things are looking up for 
people like Naeem, who have given up 
their plans to leave their ancestral homes 
to move to nearby cities like Islamabad, 
Rawalpindi and Abbottabad after the 
Integrated Climate-Resilient Watershed 
Management Programme came into 
e�ect. 

�e introduction of improved irrigation 
practices and conservation of water at the 
household level, plantation of tree 
seedlings, application of bioengineering 

techniques for mountain slope 
stabilisation, piped irrigation and kitchen 
gardening in di�erent villages inside the 
park are part of the programme. 

Besides, the programme has also led to 
the regeneration of deforested areas with 
the help of local community members, 
who have been sensitised about the value 
of forest resources.

�e programme, launched in 2008 by the 
World Wide Fund for Nature-Pakistan 
(WWF-P) and funded by the Coca Cola 
Foundation, is now in its sixth phase that 
concludes in June 2015.

Taj Mohammad, a 60-year-old vegetable 
farmer in Khun Kalan village, is grateful 
for what it has done. Women in the 
village, he said, would walk miles to fetch 
water from distant springs but not 
anymore. “Now, spring water is supplied 
to 300 families in the Lundi and Mandri 
hamlets of Khun Kalan village through a 
plastic pipe,” he said. 

�e area under cultivation has also 
increased substantially thanks to the 
sustained supply of irrigation water, he 

said. 

“Shrinking water supplies had forced 
farmers in our village to stop cultivation 
of crops. But the area has increased from 
40 acres to 150 acres and farmers now 
grow enough vegetables to meet their 
household needs and also sell in the 
market.” 

�e introduction of improved farming 
and irrigation practices among farmers in 
di�erent villages has also helped in water 
conservation at the domestic and farm 
levels, added Sabiha Zaman, social 

mobiliser for WWF-P. 

�e watershed management programme, 
she said, had contributed to the 
sustainable �ow of water for a 
sub-watershed area through di�erent 
techniques such as plantation and loose 
stone check-damning of the streams at 
di�erent points

Under the programme, over 60,000 
indigenous tree species of pine and 
10,000 fruit trees have been planted in 
the last �ve years. �is has helped tackle 
the problem of land erosion and land 

sliding. Besides, as many as 20 hectare of 
area around the park has been protected 
through fencing for encouraging natural 
regeneration of the pine trees. 

According to former director general of 
the Pakistan Climate Change Ministry 
Jawaid Ali Khan, the results of the �rst 
model watershed management 
programme need to be replicated in other 
watershed areas in the upper Indus basin 
(UIB). 

“�ere are about 250 sub-watersheds 
which drain into the Indus basin. 
However, proper management of the 
watersheds in perspective of climate 
change impacts on them has become 
inevitable for sustainable water �ows. �e 
model integrated watershed 
management programme in the Ayubia 
National Park needs to be replicated in 
other watershed areas,” he this scribe.

Pakistan, he said, had been blessed with 
natural resources such as water springs 
and streams from the Himalayan, 
Karakoram and Hindukush mountain 
ranges. �ese mountains are vital 
watersheds from the ecological, social 
and economic perspective. 

He added that about 90 percent of the 
country’s water supply from the UIB 
areas constitute about 40 percent of the 
land area of the country, where the 
population relies on snow and rain for 
the production of food, �bre, fuel, fodder 

and water. �e downstream areas, where 
almost 75 percent of Pakistan’s 
population lives, bene�ts from the water 
�ows from UIB for household water, 
electricity, irrigation supply, �sh 
production, growth of mangrove forests 
and riverine forest survival. 

Over the last 30 years, weather scientists 
and mountain researchers had noted with 
alarm the annual precipitation, 
temperature and snowfall patterns in the 
Ayubia National Park. �is had an 
adverse impact on watershed, 
biodiversity and livelihoods of local 
communities, such as agriculture, and 
cattle rearing. 

Community members had echoed the 
worries as they noted the lush green 
mountainsides becoming bare and 
increasing instances of mud �oods and 
landsliding as the slopes became 
unstable. 

“But most of us still have no alternative 
and no option but to depend on forest 
resources, particularly �rewood,” said 

Zul�qar Ali. �e 40-year-old has already 
abandoned his ancestral farm and now 
runs a motel in Namli Mera village to eke 
out a livelihood. 

He recalled that snowfall would start in 
early November, continue till end of 
April and start melting late May about 
25 years ago. Now, he says, it begins late 
December and ends by mid-March. In 
the last few years, the park area has 
received a few spells of hailstorm in 
April.

Taj Mohammad added that monsoon 
rains were plenty and winter snowfall 
about 10 to 15 feet just 10 to 12 years 
ago. But now rains have become 
increasingly erratic and declining. And 
with winter being mild, snowfall is no 
more than �ve feet.

Ghulam Rasul, senior weather and 
climate scientist at the Pakistan 
Meteorological Department in 
Islamabad, is concerned about the 
changing weather patterns re�ected in 
declining monsoon rains and winter 

snowfall and the trend of hotter summers 
and warmer winters. 

In 1992, he said, annual rainfall in the 
Park area was recorded at a little over 
2,500 millimetres. But this fell to 1,200 
millimetres by 2012 – most of this in the 
July-September monsoon season. 

“Snowfall has been highly erratic in the 
area. For instance, 74.3 inches snowfall 
was recorded in 2008, followed by 17 
inches, 31.1 inches, 42.3 inches, 133.4 
inches and 54.6 inches in 2009, 2010, 
2011, 2012 and 2013, respectively,” Rasul 
told this scribe.

He blamed the soaring deforestation, the 
galloping population in and around the 
Park area and the increasing number of 
tourists.

In 2005, a WWF-P study on mountain 
springs in and around the Park area 
revealed that six of 23 springs had 
completely dried up and �ow to the 
remaining was shrinking gradually due to 
the decreasing vegetation and forest 
cover.

Besides, many of these perennial springs, 
a source of clean drinking water, had 
become seasonal, resulting in water woes 
for local communities. 

�e study said much of the rainwater 
could not percolate down to recharge the 
springs and instead �owed downstream 
causing �oods. 

“Such situation has grown from bad to 
worse as deforestation continues,” said 
WWF-P’s Muhammad Waseem, who is 
focal person for the watershed 
management programme.

“Deforestation has increased the risk of 
landslides in di�erent mountainous areas 
of Pakistan, particularly in di�erent 
valleys of the upper Indus basin. And the 
western Himalayan mountain areas 
inside the Ayubia National Park is no 
exception,” Waseem highlighted. 

Syed Said Badshah Bukhari, former 
secretary for environment of 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province, added 
that land erosion, landslides and �ooding 
was damaging mountain farming and 
other associated livelihoods. 
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is a climate change and 

development science correspondent, 
based in Islamabad, Pakistan. 

A girl uses fuelwood obtained from the Ayubia National Park to cook meal for her family in a
village of Nathiagali town, some 80 kms from Islamabad, Pakistan’s capital. 
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indh government has badly 
failed to distribute promised 
144,561 acres of land among 
poor, causing unrest among 

expected bene�ciaries and civil society 
organizations.

According to the Landless Hari 
Program 2008, Sindh government had 
to distribute 200,000 acres of land 
among poor farmers, particularly 
women peasants, but it distributed only 
55,439 acres out of promised 200,000 
acres. �erefore, it is the right time for 
Sindh government to start 3rd phase of 
the Landless Hari Program and 
distribute remaining 144,561 acres of 

land among women of the freed bonded 
laborers, who are primarily agriculture 
workers and can contribute to Sindh’s 
agriculture growth. �is initiative will 
secure the livelihood of these 
marginalized people and help eliminate 
the bonded labor in Sindh province.

�e recent protest camp of 72 persons 
set up outside Hyderabad Press Club for 
22 days in scorching heat of June and 
July 2014 without proper food, water, 
shelter and sanitation facilities had 
again asked for rehabilitation of the 
bonded labor in Sindh.  �ese were the 
agriculture workers, including minor 
children, women and elderly persons of 
9 families from Umerkot who were freed 
from a private con�nement of a landlord 
with the intervention of court, police 

and NGOs under the Anti Bonded 
Labor System (Abolition) Act 1992.

�e protesting families blamed that 
their belongings and cattle (nine cows 
and nine goats) were taken away by the 
landlord where they were bonded before 
the court order. After the court order, 
they could only manage to reach 
Hyderabad without food, land and 
shelter. �eir belongings were the only 
asset to manage their lives, because the 
government has still not taken steps for 
providing any alternative arrangements 
for their rehabilitation despite knowing 
that bonder labor situation in Sindh 
over the past years has been visibly 

uneven. �at situation led them to 
protest for recovery of their belongings 
and cattle.

According to estimates of ILO 
(International Labour Organization), 
nearly 20.9 million people are victims of 
forced labor worldwide mainly in South 
Asia.  State of Human Rights 2007 of 
HRCP (Human Rights Commission of 
Pakistan) reports that 1.7 million people 
are bonded labor in Pakistan. A research 
book “Bondage in Modern Era” written 
by SanaullahAbbasi, currently serving as 
DIG at Hyderabad says factors like 
poverty and acute need of social security 
protection, lack of food and shelter are 
the underlying issues that give rise to 
this problem. According to book ‘Land 
Rights: Peasants Economic Justice’ 

published by South Asia Partnership 
(SAP-PK), land rights are linked to the 
right to livelihood and right to food.

Land is not only the sign of prestige but 
also the base of social status in the 
region. It is the symbol of the speci�c 
cultural and historical collectivity as 
well.  It is the means of substance of 
majority of the people. If we say that is 
their lifestyle, it will not be out of place. 
Peasants and rural workers are the 
people who actually serve the 
inhabitants of this mother land.

In Sindh, 60 percent of poor rural 
households are not farm households, 
with no access to land or water while 
about two percent of the households 
control more than 45 percent of the land 
area. “Land ownership patterns are thus 
considered major reason for the growing 
hunger and bonded labor.  �e majority 
of cultivable land is owned by large 
landowners, who tend to concentrate on 
growing cash crops or producing food 
for the market, which is not a�ordable 
to poorer families. Due to lack of access 
to agricultural land, a major proportion 
of poor farmers are compelled to work 
as sharecroppers, or seasonal or daily 
wage agricultural laborers. Heavy 
burden of debt turns agriculture workers 
into bondedlabourers. �ese are the 
people who neither have land nor 
residential security.

It is unfortunate that Sindh government 
has still not made any alternative 
arrangement or evolving rehabilitation 
program for these bonded labourers, 
except taking some temporary measures 
such as EOBI, BISP, zakat or food. �e 
Landless Hari Program (LHP) 
launched by Sindh government 
considering promise of Shaheed Benazir 
Bhutto is one of the most signi�cant 
programs to increase income and social 
status of landless women. Hence, this 
program must be converted into 
rehabilitation of bonded laborers 
currently living without proper food, 
water, shelter and sanitation and other 
basic facilities of life in di�erent camps 
arranged by di�erent NGOs and CSOs 
outside Hyderabad. �e initiative will 
secure the livelihood, food of these 
marginalized people and eliminate the 
bonded labour in Sindh province.
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advertisement many years ago, 
educating people as to why packaged 
good is goo d? Another brilliant 
advertisement in year 2014 is by 
Habib Bank Limited. Introducing the 
Fuel Card, the commercial shows a 
couple driving while facing the wrong 
side of the tra�c. �e tra�c warden 
stops them.  (Great projection here 
HBL; breaking the stereotyping of 
the negative image of the police) As 
they argue a voice over says words to 
the e�ect that the right way to save 

fuel is NOT to go the wrong way of the 
road in order to make a short cut but to 
get yourself a Fuel Card. �e 
advertisement tells the viewer that on 
HBL Fuel Card monthly savings is up 
to Rs 2000/- by driving in to any fuel 
station in Pakistan. A driver is shown at 
a petrol station and proudly says, ‘ Yeh 
Hai Bachat ka Right Way.’ (�is is the 
right way to save)

�e idea was simple yet brilliant. How 
many times each one of us has taken the 
wrong turns knowing full well the 
damn street is either a one way or when 
we take a turn from a place we are not 
supposed to turn, we increase the 
chances of possible hurt in such cases by 
breaking tra�c rules. Here is HBL 
trying to drive some civic sense in our 
thick heads, telling us hey you! Stop! If 
you really, really want to save on fuel get 
yourself an HBL Fuel Card. OK guys 
thumbs up, I love the concept 
intertwined with being an organization 
that acts socially responsible. �at’s 
super-cool! I mean, the damn 
advertisement was so convincing it 
made me go to a branch of their bank to 
get more information and a Fuel Card 
made for me. �at’s the power of 
advertisement for you!

David Ogilvy Mather, the guru of 
advertising said, “�e consumer isn't a 
moron. She is your wife.” (Confessions 
of an Advertising Man)

Yeah true. Cut out the crap when you 
make one. Let it not stink!

MEDIA
ounds pretty basic. Except it 
isn’t. �ere are dos and don’ts 
in advertising. Or there 
should be. Advertising is not 

just about selling products or services; 
it’s also about molding opinions on 
issues, creating better civic awareness 
among masses along with other things. 
Remember the advertisements telling 
you about the precautions to be taken to 
avoid dengue fever? �e advertisement 
telling the viewer how AIDS spreads 
and ways to avoid it? �en there are 
advertisements that ask for donations 
for earthquakes and �ood victims. 

�ere are (sigh) advertisements that are 
singularly in bad taste. An article titled, 
‘Commercials: Bad taste, good 
advertisement?’  in �e Independent 
UK, Published 14th June 2012 gives a 
prime example of bad taste in 
advertising, “a post appeared on the 
Facebook page for the condom 
manufacturer Durex, purporting to be 
an advertisement for its core product: 
an image of a woman's mouth, patched 
up at the corners with sticking plasters; 
a box of Durex XXL condoms; and the 
tagline "Really Big...". In fact, the 
image was originally a 2007 print ad for 

Burger King's "Real Big Burgers", 
repurposed by an internet wag in 2009 
and published on the Durex page in 
2012 by some tone-deaf social-media 
operative, who'd also commented: 
"Poor woman (or may be a lucky one?)." 
When the complaints started �ooding 
in, the post was quickly removed.”

�en there are advertisements that are 
not quite truthful. �ey may not be an 
outright lie, attributing a quality to the 
product it does not possess to being 
somewhat misleading. Hey, there’s a big 
time di�erence between pushing the 

S truth and between out rightly making 
a false claim guys. �ere have been 
cases, where blurring the lines has cost 
an arm and a leg to the rich clients! 
And many a times consumers have 
purchased a product only to �nd it 
never o�ered the traits advertised. Pox 
on the advertisers! According to a 
report by Business Insider, “Dannon's 
popular Activia brand yogurt lured 
consumers into paying more for its 
purported nutritional bene�ts -- 
when it was actually pretty much the 
same as every other kind of yogurt.

Falsely touting the "clinically" and 
"scienti�cally" proven nutritional 
bene�ts of the product, Dannon even 
got a famous spokesperson, Jamie Lee 
Curtis, for the supposed 
digestion-regulator. But after a while, 
some customers didn't buy it. A class 
action settlement last year forced 
Dannon to pay up to $45 million in 
damages to the consumers that �led the 
lawsuit and others who said they'd been 
bamboozled. �e company also had to 
limit its health claims on its products 
strictly to factual ones.” (Original 
Source ABC News)

Boy, do I hate the advertisements that 
reinforce stereotypes. �ose 
advertisements that show the 
mother-in—law always as a grumpy, 
hard-to-please type, the 
daughter-in-law as the sweet, smiling 
angel, single handedly cooking a feast 
with the un-melted make-up, not a hair 
out of place, freshly done dress, not a 
wrinkle seen - whether its breakfast 
time or dinner. Give me a break for 
God’s sake OK? Gender roles are 
boring. Wake up guys! We live in the 
21st century. Men like to cook. Actually 
men who cook are sexy. �ey use face 
wash and clean their under arms. Get 
real please! 

While we are at it, STOP selling to 
kids. I hate tiny tots whining at 
supermarkets and dragging over the 
�oor wanting to buy something 
ridiculous like sanitary napkins for a 
cheap, free treat. �e mum shushing 
them, probably a granny who doesn’t 
get her periods anymore. Perri Klass in 
his piece for New York Times blog 
talking of selling to kids writes, “In 

another study, researchers looked at the 
e�ects of branding by giving 3- to 
5-year-olds two portions of identical 
foods, one set out on a McDonald’s 
wrapper. �e children were asked to 
point to which foods tasted better and, 
Dr. Robinson said, “Overwhelmingly, 
for hamburgers, french fries, baby 
carrots, milk or juice in a cup, kids 
would say the one on the McDonald’s 
wrapper tastes better.” (Published 
February 11, 2013) �e article goes on 
to say, ““Coke is the most popular brand 
on Facebook,” Dr. Harris said. “It has 
58 million fans.” When adolescents 
“like” Coke, they receive posts every day, 
which they may then “share” with 
friends.”

Advertisements need to be fun, sell yes, 
but please don’t bore or clown me into 
buying. Can we have more of that new 
batch of U-phone advertisements they 
run on the local channels? Great ones. 
�ey tell you what the product is, 
advantages or USPs as we call them.  
(Unique selling point) �e concept of a 
group of workers going to a rich 
landlord all het up and wanting an 
answer to injustices is not only a social 
and political comment but links the 
U-phone beautifully to the theme, as we 
say in advertising, ‘bringing it together.’ 
�e setting, the dresses, the dialogue all 
a master stroke. �is particular 
advertisement based on ‘Hisab Doh’ 
(Give accountability) released in 2014 
is mind-blowing!

Ethics in advertising is about lightly 
teaching the consumers some civic 
sense- nudging them ever so gently in 
the right direction. Taking greater 
responsibility not only for their actions 
but also for the environment. 
Remember the Tetra Pack 

ADVERTISING
and Ethics

David Ogilvy Mather, the guru of advertising said, “The consumer isn't 
a moron. She is your wife.” (Confessions of an Advertising Man)[ [
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advertisement many years ago, 
educating people as to why packaged 
good is goo d? Another brilliant 
advertisement in year 2014 is by 
Habib Bank Limited. Introducing the 
Fuel Card, the commercial shows a 
couple driving while facing the wrong 
side of the tra�c. �e tra�c warden 
stops them.  (Great projection here 
HBL; breaking the stereotyping of 
the negative image of the police) As 
they argue a voice over says words to 
the e�ect that the right way to save 

fuel is NOT to go the wrong way of the 
road in order to make a short cut but to 
get yourself a Fuel Card. �e 
advertisement tells the viewer that on 
HBL Fuel Card monthly savings is up 
to Rs 2000/- by driving in to any fuel 
station in Pakistan. A driver is shown at 
a petrol station and proudly says, ‘ Yeh 
Hai Bachat ka Right Way.’ (�is is the 
right way to save)

�e idea was simple yet brilliant. How 
many times each one of us has taken the 
wrong turns knowing full well the 
damn street is either a one way or when 
we take a turn from a place we are not 
supposed to turn, we increase the 
chances of possible hurt in such cases by 
breaking tra�c rules. Here is HBL 
trying to drive some civic sense in our 
thick heads, telling us hey you! Stop! If 
you really, really want to save on fuel get 
yourself an HBL Fuel Card. OK guys 
thumbs up, I love the concept 
intertwined with being an organization 
that acts socially responsible. �at’s 
super-cool! I mean, the damn 
advertisement was so convincing it 
made me go to a branch of their bank to 
get more information and a Fuel Card 
made for me. �at’s the power of 
advertisement for you!

David Ogilvy Mather, the guru of 
advertising said, “�e consumer isn't a 
moron. She is your wife.” (Confessions 
of an Advertising Man)

Yeah true. Cut out the crap when you 
make one. Let it not stink!

ounds pretty basic. Except it 
isn’t. �ere are dos and don’ts 
in advertising. Or there 
should be. Advertising is not 

just about selling products or services; 
it’s also about molding opinions on 
issues, creating better civic awareness 
among masses along with other things. 
Remember the advertisements telling 
you about the precautions to be taken to 
avoid dengue fever? �e advertisement 
telling the viewer how AIDS spreads 
and ways to avoid it? �en there are 
advertisements that ask for donations 
for earthquakes and �ood victims. 

�ere are (sigh) advertisements that are 
singularly in bad taste. An article titled, 
‘Commercials: Bad taste, good 
advertisement?’  in �e Independent 
UK, Published 14th June 2012 gives a 
prime example of bad taste in 
advertising, “a post appeared on the 
Facebook page for the condom 
manufacturer Durex, purporting to be 
an advertisement for its core product: 
an image of a woman's mouth, patched 
up at the corners with sticking plasters; 
a box of Durex XXL condoms; and the 
tagline "Really Big...". In fact, the 
image was originally a 2007 print ad for 

Burger King's "Real Big Burgers", 
repurposed by an internet wag in 2009 
and published on the Durex page in 
2012 by some tone-deaf social-media 
operative, who'd also commented: 
"Poor woman (or may be a lucky one?)." 
When the complaints started �ooding 
in, the post was quickly removed.”

�en there are advertisements that are 
not quite truthful. �ey may not be an 
outright lie, attributing a quality to the 
product it does not possess to being 
somewhat misleading. Hey, there’s a big 
time di�erence between pushing the 

MEDIA

truth and between out rightly making 
a false claim guys. �ere have been 
cases, where blurring the lines has cost 
an arm and a leg to the rich clients! 
And many a times consumers have 
purchased a product only to �nd it 
never o�ered the traits advertised. Pox 
on the advertisers! According to a 
report by Business Insider, “Dannon's 
popular Activia brand yogurt lured 
consumers into paying more for its 
purported nutritional bene�ts -- 
when it was actually pretty much the 
same as every other kind of yogurt.

Falsely touting the "clinically" and 
"scienti�cally" proven nutritional 
bene�ts of the product, Dannon even 
got a famous spokesperson, Jamie Lee 
Curtis, for the supposed 
digestion-regulator. But after a while, 
some customers didn't buy it. A class 
action settlement last year forced 
Dannon to pay up to $45 million in 
damages to the consumers that �led the 
lawsuit and others who said they'd been 
bamboozled. �e company also had to 
limit its health claims on its products 
strictly to factual ones.” (Original 
Source ABC News)

Boy, do I hate the advertisements that 
reinforce stereotypes. �ose 
advertisements that show the 
mother-in—law always as a grumpy, 
hard-to-please type, the 
daughter-in-law as the sweet, smiling 
angel, single handedly cooking a feast 
with the un-melted make-up, not a hair 
out of place, freshly done dress, not a 
wrinkle seen - whether its breakfast 
time or dinner. Give me a break for 
God’s sake OK? Gender roles are 
boring. Wake up guys! We live in the 
21st century. Men like to cook. Actually 
men who cook are sexy. �ey use face 
wash and clean their under arms. Get 
real please! 

While we are at it, STOP selling to 
kids. I hate tiny tots whining at 
supermarkets and dragging over the 
�oor wanting to buy something 
ridiculous like sanitary napkins for a 
cheap, free treat. �e mum shushing 
them, probably a granny who doesn’t 
get her periods anymore. Perri Klass in 
his piece for New York Times blog 
talking of selling to kids writes, “In 

another study, researchers looked at the 
e�ects of branding by giving 3- to 
5-year-olds two portions of identical 
foods, one set out on a McDonald’s 
wrapper. �e children were asked to 
point to which foods tasted better and, 
Dr. Robinson said, “Overwhelmingly, 
for hamburgers, french fries, baby 
carrots, milk or juice in a cup, kids 
would say the one on the McDonald’s 
wrapper tastes better.” (Published 
February 11, 2013) �e article goes on 
to say, ““Coke is the most popular brand 
on Facebook,” Dr. Harris said. “It has 
58 million fans.” When adolescents 
“like” Coke, they receive posts every day, 
which they may then “share” with 
friends.”

Advertisements need to be fun, sell yes, 
but please don’t bore or clown me into 
buying. Can we have more of that new 
batch of U-phone advertisements they 
run on the local channels? Great ones. 
�ey tell you what the product is, 
advantages or USPs as we call them.  
(Unique selling point) �e concept of a 
group of workers going to a rich 
landlord all het up and wanting an 
answer to injustices is not only a social 
and political comment but links the 
U-phone beautifully to the theme, as we 
say in advertising, ‘bringing it together.’ 
�e setting, the dresses, the dialogue all 
a master stroke. �is particular 
advertisement based on ‘Hisab Doh’ 
(Give accountability) released in 2014 
is mind-blowing!

Ethics in advertising is about lightly 
teaching the consumers some civic 
sense- nudging them ever so gently in 
the right direction. Taking greater 
responsibility not only for their actions 
but also for the environment. 
Remember the Tetra Pack 

Boy, do I hate the 
advertisements that 

reinforce stereotypes. 
Those advertisements that 
show the mother-in—law 

always as a grumpy, 
hard-to-please type, the 
daughter-in-law as the 

sweet, 
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his age of information and 
knowledge has emerged as a 
means to address economic 
growth and development 

around the world. Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) has 
enabled countries to be more productive, 
most e�cient, and spur their economic 
growth. Numerous studies indicate a 
strong link between ICT and economic 
growth which means that open ICT 
policies contribute to higher GDP. 
During the past many years, due to much 
delay in spectrum auction for next 
generation, investors remained reluctant 
to take any bold decision with regard to 
investment in ICT.

�e statistics of past 6 years (2007-2012) 
reveal the sharp declining trend in 
investment of telecom sector. According 
to Economic Survey of Pakistan 2013-14, 
only in one �scal year 2011-12, total 
investments in the telecom sector stood 
around US $240.3 million, as compared to 
US $493.25 million in �scal 2010-11. 
�ese statistics show that total 
investments in the telecom sector fell by 
51.28 percent in 2011-12. But in the very 
next two years 2012-13 and 2013-14 
( July-March), there is increase in 
investments by 96.42 percent and 11.55 
percent, where total investments stood at 
US $472 million and US $526.5 million 
respectively.   

Apart from that, the telecom sector has 
contributed a record amount of Rs. 133 
billion and Rs. 124 billion to the national 
exchequer in FY 2012 and FY 2013 
respectively.

Currently, Pakistan has joined the race of 
159 countries that have already adopted 
3G/4G technologies.Now after this 
auction, it is expected that the telecom 
sector would revive again and huge 
investment would come in the next couple 
of months, which in turn will enhance 
socio-economic development, and 
increase employment in Pakistan.  

Pakistan has a chance to gear up its 

struggle to make up for the lost time and 
transform its economy into value-added 
information and knowledge based 
economy. Any further delay will adversely 
a�ect the poor and the rich alike. 

Linking ICT with Agriculture
ICT and knowledge are critical inputs for 
agricultural development in the world 
over. Many studies show that the 
induction of 3G/4G technologies and the 
proliferation of mobile phones across the 
globe have raised productivity and income 
of small farmers. It is true for poor farmers 
living in rural areas in Asia and Africa. 
Updated and speedy information through 
mobile applications allows the farmers to 
cope with and even bene�t from change in 
weather patterns, soil conditions and 
epidemics of pests and diseases.  

Pakistan is an agrarian country and the 
agriculture sector has undergone 
tremendous changes over the past few 
decades. High illiteracy, weak linkage with 
research, poor reach to far-o� farmers and 
lack of awareness are some critical 
constraint to agriculture development in 
Pakistan. Farmers have little information 
about market prices in urban areas of their 
own country. �e result of this 
information asymmetry is price 
dispersion. And the same goods sell for 
widely di�erent prices in markets merely a 
few kilometers apart.

�rough mobile phones and an integrated 
ICT approach, which includes 
digitization of information and village 
information kiosks, this problem can be 

overcome by informing both producers 
and consumers of the prices o�ered for 
agricultural products in various locations. 
�is in turn would signi�cantly contribute 
to development in agriculture.

Linking ICT with Public Service Delivery
After the adoption of next generation 
mobile broadband, government at 
provincial, district, tehsil and even at 
union council level can govern better, 
teachers can teach and inform better and 
doctors can diagnose and treat better. 
Because this high speed broadband and 
ICT services, such as e-education, 
e-governance, and e-commerce etc., allow 
government services to be delivered to the 
people at their doorsteps. It does not only 
help inclusive economic development but 
also has far reaching impacts on diverse 
�elds such as prevention of rural-to-urban 
migration, women empowerment and 
even climate change.

Now Pakistan, without any delay, should 
formulate its own national broadband 
plan and framework and create an 
environment so that information and 
communication technologies (ICTs) can 
reach their full potential. Moreover, 
government needs to review tax imposed 
on telecom industry in order to encourage 
investments.
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he Afghan presidential elections 
have taken yet another turn after 
the �rst round led to a run-o� 
between the two candidates - 

former foreign minister Abdullah 
Abdullah and former World Bank o�cial 
Ashraf Ghani. �e announcement of 
preliminary results on Sunday indicate a 
clear margin of 1.3 million votes in favor of 
Ashraf Ghani. Just before the o�cial 
announcement of preliminary vote count, 
Abdullah Abdullah raised concerns over 
the impartiality of the Independent 
Election Commission of Afghanistan with 
his followers engaged in countrywide 
protests. With the �nal results of the 
presidential elections already causing 
unrest and ISAF pulling out its troops 
culminating a decade long war, 
Afghanistan is on the brink of a major 
turning point in its history. 

�ese key events will be crucial in de�ning 
the future of Afghanistan, the trickle down 
e�ects of which will determine the 
stability of the Pak-Afghan region. 
Concerns about what the future holds for 
this region with a long history of violence 
and insurgency are growing eloquent and 
much hue and cry is being raised in talk 
shows and newspapers. Local researchers 
and development organizations working 
here have also expressed concern about 
economic stability and peace in post-2014 
milieu. 

Trade plays a vital role in a region’s stability. 
Afghanistan has been at the junction of 
trade routes between central, south and 
west Asia for over 3000 years now. 
Pakistan has a twofold advantage in its 
trade relations with Afghanistan; as a 
transit route between Afghanistan and the 
west and as a supplier for Afghanistan’s 
growing needs of the post-war economy. 
�e bilateral trade between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan has shown an increasing 
trend since the US war on terror with an 
increase in trade value of $1.3 billion from 
US $1.1 billion in 2005-06 to US $2.4 
billion in 2011-12. �ese statistics show 
the documented trade only. Research by 
the Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI) indicates that the 
undocumented trade is estimated to be 

three times that of the documented trade. 

�is increase in trade has increased 
employment particularly in trade, 
transport, warehousing, and 
communication (TTWC) sectors in the 
neighboring provinces on either side of the 
border. A study by SDPI on the micro 
economic impact of Pak-Afghan transit 
and formal trade in Khyber Paktunkhwa 
and Balochistan has brought to light some 
worrisome statistics. 

According to calculations based on 
Household Income and Expenditure 
Survey (HIES) in 2004-05 households 
that were associated with employment in 
TTWC sectors were estimated to be about 
1.64 million which increased substantially 
to 8.2 million households in 2011-12. �e 
mean nominal incomes in TTWC sectors 
increased from 6000 PKR to 11,710 PKR 
in 2004-05 and 2011-12 respectively. In 
2004-05, 38% of these 1.64 million 
households in TTWC fell into the two 
poorest income quintiles. In 2011-12, 52% 
of 8.2 million households fell into the 
poorest income quintiles implying that 
TTWC has gradually become a signi�cant 
employment provider.  

To keep the Afghanistan-Pakistan trade 
momentum growing, it is imperative to 
ensure a smooth transition when the ISAF 
exits so that the peace, security and trade 
related dividends in the region does not go 
downhill from there. Analysts describe the 
current setup of Afghanistan as a region 
with pockets of power with the warlords. 
�erefore, it is crucial that the new 
government prevents yet another upsurge 
of militancy. One way being proposed is to 
sign the Bilateral Security Agreement 
(BSA) with the USA which will de�ne the 
role of US forces in Afghanistan 
post-2014. Moreover, the Afghans must 
ensure a stable supply of basic necessities 
including food and clothing items to avoid 
panic and a state of anarchy. 

Pakistan, which is already dealing with the 
spillover e�ect of war in Afghanistan, is 
most vulnerable to what might happen 
there now. If political instability disrupts 
the trade balance between the two nations, 

there is a huge population in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan that might 
fall below the poverty line after getting hit 
by unemployment. Moreover, with a 
porous border Pakistan has no way to 
restrict Afghan refugees from entering the 
country lest a civil war breaks out again. 
�e military o�ensive in North Waziristan 
has displaced more than 350,000 people. It 
is a big question whether Pakistan can 
support such a huge in�ux of refugees and 
add to the already overburdened social 
protection programs in place. 

Pakistan and Afghanistan must let go of 
any grudge that they might have for one 
another and work together to pave the way 
forward. Both the countries cannot turn a 
blind eye from the impending storm and 
sel�shly just save their own country. 
Whatever the scenario in future, it is time 
for both to realize that no single nation can 
prosper alone. �e relations between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan have been tense 
for quite some time now. Any steps taken 
by Pakistan to ameliorate its relations with 
Afghanistan have not been welcomed with 
the desired response. It is time now for 
Pakistan to mend its ties with its upset 
neighbors and at the same time wisdom 
needs to be reciprocated by the upcoming 
Afghan government.

One of the key levers that can create 
interdependencies between nations is trade 
and investment cooperation. �e 
government on both sides should look into 
possibilities of strengthening existing trade 
relationship and formalize liberal trading 
regimes between both countries. �is may 
require initiating bilateral trade and 
investment cooperation agreements 
beyond the Afghanistan Pakistan Transit 
Trade Agreement. At the same time 
infrastructure cooperation particularly in 
transport and communications sectors can 
lend quick economic gains for both 
neighbors. 
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ew men in recent history of 
the sub-continent have been 
so much read and revered, 
earned so many friends and 

detractors, had their  share of love and 
scorn from people as did Khushwant 
Singh who passed away a couple of 
months ago at the ripe age of 99. He was 
so many things packed into one that it is 
di�cult to dwell at various facets of his 
life in this small space. His journey of life 
as a lawyer from Lincoln’s Inn, a UN 
employee, a diplomat, a parliamentarian, 
a historian, an eminent editor of most 
popular and widely read newspapers and 
magazines, translator, naturalist, a 
story-teller and above all a writer of 
prodigious energy and �re made him an 
icon who now occupies a place in the 
pantheon of great men reserved for very 
few.

Khushwant Singh was not an easy man 
to describe as a crusader and a man of 
letters from his writings spread over eight 
decades through the ebb and �ow of a 
turbulent life. His range as a writer was 
so wide that he could be as  serious a  
scholar of history as he appeared in his 
magnum opus “ �e History of Sikhs “ in 

three volumes or his chronicled novel “ 
Train to Pakistan “ and as �irtatious, 
sensual and  joke raconteur as he 
appeared in his “ �e Company of 
Women”,“Women and Men in my Life” 
“ his classic epic of ‘Delhi’ or  his popular 
“Sardar Jokes.” He was particularly 
known for his deep insight into men and 
matters of his time and in the numerous 
sketches and anecdotes he wrote about 
various individuals of his time, where he 
appeared to be a veritable iconoclast. He 
was a man of broad sympathies and his 
interests were as varied as politics, travels, 
history, nature, journalism, poetry, 
literature, and particularly the earth to 
which he belonged. He studied religions 
and ideologies of various people and 
cultures and fearlessly expressed his 
views about them. Being a humanist to 
the core, he showed keen interest about 
the famous and infamous people alike 
but his portraits of the infamous people 
were more illuminating and readable in 
which he unraveled those details which 
were hitherto not known to the world. 
His essays and articles were written on 
subjects as varied as God, the after-life, 
books, prostitution, crank calls and pets, 
etc. In belief, he was an agnostic, and did 

not adhere to any established creed, yet 
his love for his own community and 
co-religionists was so strong that he 
documented the most authentic history 
of Sikhs, which is a classic landmark. He 
austerely sported the traditional beard 
and turban of his community in his 
homeland and in all his vast travels 
abroad. 

‘Malice’ or ‘malicious’ were his favourite 
words which he used while describing 
others, and often there was a deep irony 
in what he thus wrote. In fact those were 
the pieces which re�ected his abiding 
humanity and his honest and true 
appraisal of his subjects he chose to write 
on. Even when he wrote about dacoits, 
swindlers and imposters, their vices were 
aptly balanced by their ingrained virtues 
leaving hardly any ground to be 
malicious.  His column ‘With Malice 
towards One and All’ which appeared for 
several years in ‘�e Illustrated Weekly’ 
was the most widely read column in 
India.

�ere was something essentially 
paradoxical about Khushwant Singh. He 
always liked to be known as a lecherous, 
sex obsessed and controversial �gure, 

which ironically endeared him to a vast 
mass of his readers, for whom it was 
titillating to know more about his 
personality. �at is why he always 
insisted that he was not a nice man to 
know which meant just the opposite of 
what he claimed. At heart, he was the 
most simple and principled man known 
to his friends and foes. Despite being the 
son of a very wealthy contractor of Delhi, 
he abhorred lavish life-style. His 
generosity in helping the helpless and 
needy was so great that he parted with 
whatever he had when he found one in 
need.“I just don’t know how to say no,” he 
admitted. “If I were a woman, I think I 
would be eternally pregnant.”He never 
missed an opportunity of laughing at 
himself. Known for his acerbic wit, often 
bordering on ribaldry, he had the �ne art 
of getting away with some of the 
cheekiest things which had ever appeared 
in print. Once when asked how he was 
such a proli�c writer, he quipped, “�ey 
haven’t invented a condom for the pen 
yet “. In another con�icting situation, he 
wistfully remarked, “I asked God for a 
bike, but I know God doesn’t work that 
way. So I stole a bike and asked for 
forgiveness.”

He took part in politics during the days 
of Indira Gandhi, and spent a good time 
in the upper house of Parliament, and 
made some memorable speeches, but he 
was really not cut out for politics. His son 
says that he was basically a man of heart 
rather than mind, when it came to acting 
like a politician. But his sincerity to his 
principles twice earned him the highest 
civil awards of Padma Bhushan in 1974 
(which he returned in 1984 in protest 
against the siege of  the Golden Temple) 
and then again in 2007 he was awarded 
Padma Vibhushan, another 
distinguished civil award.

In his private life, he had predominantly 
feminine traits, and had a devilish 
penchant for gossiping in his leisure. 
Both men and women visited him and 
enjoyed his company. Unlike his father 
he did not throw parties to curry favours 
with the powerful people. He was 
content in sitting in the quiet company of 
his friends. �e famous writer Shoba De, 
a regular visitor to his house says that “his 
self-propagated image of a boozy 
scoundrel and seducer of lonely buxom 
ladies was only a bit of a joke.” People 
who knew him intimately, however, 
swear that one could not �nd a more 
caring, generous, and soft-hearted 
person. He led a perfectly ordered life 
writing ‘proli�cally’ and meeting people 
‘selectively’. He meticulously observed 
his daily schedule of writing, , eating his 
meals, taking his naps,spending his time 
for  tennis or swimming; at 7 pm he took 
his  mild drinks; at 8.30 pm he took his 
dinner and at 9’O clock sharp he retired 
to bed, taking leave of all his guests, 
however distinguished they might be. 
�is was the measure of his 
self-discipline.

He hated name-droppers,self-praisers 
and the humbugs. He had the highest 
admiration for three men of the 
sub-continent who in�uenced him 
deeply out of which the most prominent 
was Mr. Manzoor Qadir, our  former 
Foreign minister whom he regarded as 
the most pious and honest man with 
outstanding gifts of mind and heart, 
whose close friendship he cherished all 
through his life.

Khushwant Singh has been acclaimed as 
a most consummate creative artist, and a 
conscious craftsman. An eminent critic 
of India has extolled his “narrative 
�nesse, his un-erring ear for dialogue, his 
ability to create convincing archetypes as 
well as individuals, and above all for his 
skilful evocation of temporal and spatial 
ambience”. He was the best entertaining 

wit of his time, with an uncanny ability 
for the austere economy for words. His 
beginnings had an instantaneous element 
of surprise and delight, and the reader 
could not but be carried away with the 
irresistible charm of his description.�is 
is the hallmark of all great artists.

As to his general views about religion, 
people and culture, it is enough to say 
that he was not a religious man in the 
traditional sense. �ough he believed in 
God but as an agnostic, he believed that 
there was no scienti�c basis to prove His 
existence. Yet he respected all religions 
and creeds. He had no bias in favour of 
any one creed nor was prejudiced against 
any belief. Being a widely travelled man, 
he knew the attitudes, habits and cultures 
of all communities and had a universal 
understanding of people all over the 
world. He once wrote that “If one does 
wrong, even the Buddha cannot help 
him. Everyone is his own master”.He 
believed in a robust life, and his 
understanding of this world revolved 
round what he called ‘three Ls’ i.e. life, 
love and laughter. He most passionately 
hated communal violence and bigotry in 
all its forms. He had great love for 
Muslim Su� saints and was immensely 
inspired by the poetry of Allama Iqbal. 
His translations of ‘Shikwa’ and ‘Jawab 
Shikwa’ into English are a valuable 
contribution to literature. He remained a 
crusader against hypocrisy and 
superstition and debunked all those 
guilty of these traits irrespective of which 
religion they belonged to. �e razing of a 
mosque in 1992, and attacks on Muslim 
minorities in 2002 were as egregiously 
contemptible to him as was the 
desecration of the Golden Temple of the 
Sikhs.

True to his own philosophy of life, he 
wrote his own epitaph many years before 
his death.

“Here lies one who spared neither 
man nor God

Waste not your tears on him, he 
was a sod

Writing nasty things he regarded 
as great fun

�ank the Lord he is dead, this 
son of a gun”
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ew men in recent history of 
the sub-continent have been 
so much read and revered, 
earned so many friends and 

detractors, had their  share of love and 
scorn from people as did Khushwant 
Singh who passed away a couple of 
months ago at the ripe age of 99. He was 
so many things packed into one that it is 
di�cult to dwell at various facets of his 
life in this small space. His journey of life 
as a lawyer from Lincoln’s Inn, a UN 
employee, a diplomat, a parliamentarian, 
a historian, an eminent editor of most 
popular and widely read newspapers and 
magazines, translator, naturalist, a 
story-teller and above all a writer of 
prodigious energy and �re made him an 
icon who now occupies a place in the 
pantheon of great men reserved for very 
few.

Khushwant Singh was not an easy man 
to describe as a crusader and a man of 
letters from his writings spread over eight 
decades through the ebb and �ow of a 
turbulent life. His range as a writer was 
so wide that he could be as  serious a  
scholar of history as he appeared in his 
magnum opus “ �e History of Sikhs “ in 

three volumes or his chronicled novel “ 
Train to Pakistan “ and as �irtatious, 
sensual and  joke raconteur as he 
appeared in his “ �e Company of 
Women”,“Women and Men in my Life” 
“ his classic epic of ‘Delhi’ or  his popular 
“Sardar Jokes.” He was particularly 
known for his deep insight into men and 
matters of his time and in the numerous 
sketches and anecdotes he wrote about 
various individuals of his time, where he 
appeared to be a veritable iconoclast. He 
was a man of broad sympathies and his 
interests were as varied as politics, travels, 
history, nature, journalism, poetry, 
literature, and particularly the earth to 
which he belonged. He studied religions 
and ideologies of various people and 
cultures and fearlessly expressed his 
views about them. Being a humanist to 
the core, he showed keen interest about 
the famous and infamous people alike 
but his portraits of the infamous people 
were more illuminating and readable in 
which he unraveled those details which 
were hitherto not known to the world. 
His essays and articles were written on 
subjects as varied as God, the after-life, 
books, prostitution, crank calls and pets, 
etc. In belief, he was an agnostic, and did 

not adhere to any established creed, yet 
his love for his own community and 
co-religionists was so strong that he 
documented the most authentic history 
of Sikhs, which is a classic landmark. He 
austerely sported the traditional beard 
and turban of his community in his 
homeland and in all his vast travels 
abroad. 

‘Malice’ or ‘malicious’ were his favourite 
words which he used while describing 
others, and often there was a deep irony 
in what he thus wrote. In fact those were 
the pieces which re�ected his abiding 
humanity and his honest and true 
appraisal of his subjects he chose to write 
on. Even when he wrote about dacoits, 
swindlers and imposters, their vices were 
aptly balanced by their ingrained virtues 
leaving hardly any ground to be 
malicious.  His column ‘With Malice 
towards One and All’ which appeared for 
several years in ‘�e Illustrated Weekly’ 
was the most widely read column in 
India.

�ere was something essentially 
paradoxical about Khushwant Singh. He 
always liked to be known as a lecherous, 
sex obsessed and controversial �gure, 

which ironically endeared him to a vast 
mass of his readers, for whom it was 
titillating to know more about his 
personality. �at is why he always 
insisted that he was not a nice man to 
know which meant just the opposite of 
what he claimed. At heart, he was the 
most simple and principled man known 
to his friends and foes. Despite being the 
son of a very wealthy contractor of Delhi, 
he abhorred lavish life-style. His 
generosity in helping the helpless and 
needy was so great that he parted with 
whatever he had when he found one in 
need.“I just don’t know how to say no,” he 
admitted. “If I were a woman, I think I 
would be eternally pregnant.”He never 
missed an opportunity of laughing at 
himself. Known for his acerbic wit, often 
bordering on ribaldry, he had the �ne art 
of getting away with some of the 
cheekiest things which had ever appeared 
in print. Once when asked how he was 
such a proli�c writer, he quipped, “�ey 
haven’t invented a condom for the pen 
yet “. In another con�icting situation, he 
wistfully remarked, “I asked God for a 
bike, but I know God doesn’t work that 
way. So I stole a bike and asked for 
forgiveness.”

He took part in politics during the days 
of Indira Gandhi, and spent a good time 
in the upper house of Parliament, and 
made some memorable speeches, but he 
was really not cut out for politics. His son 
says that he was basically a man of heart 
rather than mind, when it came to acting 
like a politician. But his sincerity to his 
principles twice earned him the highest 
civil awards of Padma Bhushan in 1974 
(which he returned in 1984 in protest 
against the siege of  the Golden Temple) 
and then again in 2007 he was awarded 
Padma Vibhushan, another 
distinguished civil award.

In his private life, he had predominantly 
feminine traits, and had a devilish 
penchant for gossiping in his leisure. 
Both men and women visited him and 
enjoyed his company. Unlike his father 
he did not throw parties to curry favours 
with the powerful people. He was 
content in sitting in the quiet company of 
his friends. �e famous writer Shoba De, 
a regular visitor to his house says that “his 
self-propagated image of a boozy 
scoundrel and seducer of lonely buxom 
ladies was only a bit of a joke.” People 
who knew him intimately, however, 
swear that one could not �nd a more 
caring, generous, and soft-hearted 
person. He led a perfectly ordered life 
writing ‘proli�cally’ and meeting people 
‘selectively’. He meticulously observed 
his daily schedule of writing, , eating his 
meals, taking his naps,spending his time 
for  tennis or swimming; at 7 pm he took 
his  mild drinks; at 8.30 pm he took his 
dinner and at 9’O clock sharp he retired 
to bed, taking leave of all his guests, 
however distinguished they might be. 
�is was the measure of his 
self-discipline.

He hated name-droppers,self-praisers 
and the humbugs. He had the highest 
admiration for three men of the 
sub-continent who in�uenced him 
deeply out of which the most prominent 
was Mr. Manzoor Qadir, our  former 
Foreign minister whom he regarded as 
the most pious and honest man with 
outstanding gifts of mind and heart, 
whose close friendship he cherished all 
through his life.

Khushwant Singh has been acclaimed as 
a most consummate creative artist, and a 
conscious craftsman. An eminent critic 
of India has extolled his “narrative 
�nesse, his un-erring ear for dialogue, his 
ability to create convincing archetypes as 
well as individuals, and above all for his 
skilful evocation of temporal and spatial 
ambience”. He was the best entertaining 

wit of his time, with an uncanny ability 
for the austere economy for words. His 
beginnings had an instantaneous element 
of surprise and delight, and the reader 
could not but be carried away with the 
irresistible charm of his description.�is 
is the hallmark of all great artists.

As to his general views about religion, 
people and culture, it is enough to say 
that he was not a religious man in the 
traditional sense. �ough he believed in 
God but as an agnostic, he believed that 
there was no scienti�c basis to prove His 
existence. Yet he respected all religions 
and creeds. He had no bias in favour of 
any one creed nor was prejudiced against 
any belief. Being a widely travelled man, 
he knew the attitudes, habits and cultures 
of all communities and had a universal 
understanding of people all over the 
world. He once wrote that “If one does 
wrong, even the Buddha cannot help 
him. Everyone is his own master”.He 
believed in a robust life, and his 
understanding of this world revolved 
round what he called ‘three Ls’ i.e. life, 
love and laughter. He most passionately 
hated communal violence and bigotry in 
all its forms. He had great love for 
Muslim Su� saints and was immensely 
inspired by the poetry of Allama Iqbal. 
His translations of ‘Shikwa’ and ‘Jawab 
Shikwa’ into English are a valuable 
contribution to literature. He remained a 
crusader against hypocrisy and 
superstition and debunked all those 
guilty of these traits irrespective of which 
religion they belonged to. �e razing of a 
mosque in 1992, and attacks on Muslim 
minorities in 2002 were as egregiously 
contemptible to him as was the 
desecration of the Golden Temple of the 
Sikhs.

True to his own philosophy of life, he 
wrote his own epitaph many years before 
his death.

“Here lies one who spared neither 
man nor God

Waste not your tears on him, he 
was a sod

Writing nasty things he regarded 
as great fun

�ank the Lord he is dead, this 
son of a gun”
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n the nineteenth century it was 
widely believed that 'excessive' 
religious devotion or 'enthusiasm' as 
it was then called might lead to 

insanity. �is was held to be the case not 
only by psychiatrists, but also by 
conventional believers. From it sprang 
the legend, for example, the 
millennialists who accepted William 
Miller's predictions of the Second 
Coming in the early 1840s ended up in 
asylums.While we tend to smile 
patronisingly at such ideas today, 
imputations of fundamentalist violence 
are often scarcely more sophisticated. 

A second and more powerful, 
stigmatising factor has been the 
identi�cation of fundamentalist religion 
with terrorism. �is connection was 
made well before the attacks of 11 
September 2001. In an in�uential 1996 
article, Walter Laqueur predicted that 
terrorism would increasingly grow out of 
'sectarian fanaticism'.While Laqueur, 
too, spoke of 'cults', he also pointed to 
the violence potential of 'religious 
fundamentalism’ and 'apocalyptic 
millenarianism', both lodged within 
historic religious traditions. References 

to 'Islamic fundamentalism' have 
become so commonplace in discussions 
of violence that they scarcely occasion 
any notice. 

However, as with the �ood of 
religious-political movements, the 
prevailing association between 
fundamentalism and violence, 
particularly terrorism, should not be 
regarded as self-evidently true. It is, 
instead, often an act of labelling for the 
purpose of condemnation, with little 
regard for the beliefs to which the label 
is attached.'Fundamentalism' itself is a 
construct whose relationship to violence 
is extremely problematic. For purposes 
of understanding the relationship 
between religion and violence, it turns 
out to matter relatively little whether a 
group is a politically religious movement 
or has emerged out of an existing 
religious tradition. �e two seem more 
separate than they are. �eir distinctness 
is less a consequence of intrinsically 
di�erent natures than that of accidents 
in the division of academic labour. 
Religious- political movements and 
fundamental religious traditions tend to 
be studied by di�erent people, 

participating in di�erent networks, with 
the result that the end-products of 
scholarship underestimate convergences 
and overestimate di�erences. 

�e fear of 'dangerous religions', has 
given rise to a mind-set that seeks to 
identify their characteristics, in the hope 
that basic understanding of religion 
might allow one to distinguish the 
sinister from the benign. �is essentialist 
argument asserts that it is possible to 
�nd markers of proneness to violence. 
�ese indicators allegedly centre on such 
features as styles of leadership for 
example, charismatic, mode of 
organisation for instance, isolated and 
beliefs for example, apocalyptic 
expectations. Unfortunately, the 
essentialist approach has little predictive 
value. Although inductively generated 
from past violent cases, it founders on 
the presence of numerous contrary cases. 
It is always possible to �nd non-violent 
groups that are, for example, led by 
charismatic leaders, physically isolated 
and doctrinally rigid. But the search for a 
test based on the nature of the group is a 
blind alley, remotely con�rmed by the 
history of fundamentalism itself.

Fundamentalist movements like 
Talibanisation arose committed to the 
militant puri�cation of religious 
doctrines and institutions and the 
reshaping of personal, social, and public 
behaviour in accordance with religious 
tenets. While writers attempt to 
distinguish 'Islamic fundamentalism' 
from 'Islamic civilisation', the distinction 
is made di�cult by the tendency to 
employ religion as the 'central de�ning 
characteristic' of civilizations. Critics 
have pointed out that linking civilisation 
and religion yields a 'crude' category. It 
fails to account for the many 
non-religious roles individuals occupy, as 
well as the variety of religious ideas that 
can be found even in societies that 
appear religiously homogeneous. �e 
consequence is to 'lend... authority to 
religious leaders seen as spokesmen for 
their worlds". In the process other voices 
are unfortunately mu�ed and other 
concerns silenced.

�e most powerful aspect of Bertrand 
Russell's critique of religious belief is his 
claim that religion is based on fear, and 
that fear breeds cruelty. Fundamentalist 
Islam remains an enigma precisely 
because it has confounded all attempts 
to divide it into tidy categories. 
"Revivalist" becomes "extremist" (and 
vice versa) with such rapidity and 
frequency that the actual classi�cation of 
any movement or leader has little 
predictive power. �ey will not stay put. 
�is is because fundamentalist Muslims, 
for all their "diversity," orbit around one 
dense idea. From any outside vantage 
point, each orbit will have its apogee and 

perigee.

What is remarkable about 
fundamentalist Islam is not its diversity. 
It is the fact that this idea of power for 
Islam appeals so e�ectively across such a 
wide range of humanity, creating a world 
of thought that crosses all frontiers. 
Fundamentalists everywhere must act in 
narrow circumstances of time and place. 
But they are who they are precisely 
because their idea exists above all 
circumstances. Over nearly a century, 
this idea has evolved into a coherent 
ideology, which demonstrates a striking 
consistency in content and form across a 
wide expanse of the Muslim world.

Extreme religious fundamentalists are 
preoccupied with keeping the opaque 
side of the lantern turned against the real 
world with its perceived threats and 
frustrations. �ey refuse to travel 
between illusion and reality and attempt 
to maintain illusion as their own special 
reality. Unlike infants who can 
e�ectively block out the external world, 
adult extreme religious fundamentalists 
are more aware of what they perceive as 
a threatening environment. �is is a key 
reason why an extreme form of religious 
fundamentalism has the potential to 
strike out against threatening objects. 

Today in the Middle East where about 
60 percent of the population is under the 
age of 25—is a region dominated by 
humiliation and anger. Failure plus rage 
plus the folly of youth equals an 
incendiary mix of both. Injustices and 
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violence caused by the oil economy have 
sparked a reaction from dangerous 
religious fundamentalists in the Muslim 
world. Fundamentalism in all faith 
traditions is volatile and hard to contain 
once it has been unleashed, and it is hard 
to reverse its essentially reactive and 
predictably downward cycle.A few 
principles may help us breach a path out 
of this mess. First, religious extremism 
will not be defeated by just a military 
response. Signi�cant evidence is 
available that such a strategy often 
makes things worse. Religious and 
political zealots prefer military responses 
to the threats created by Islamic 
extremism. Ironically, this holds true on 
both sides of the con�ict; the 
fundamentalist zealots also prefer the 
simplistic military approach because 
they are often able to use it e�ectively. 
Fundamentalists actually grow larger 
with the new recruits amid overly 
aggressive military campaigns against 
them.

Second, religious extremism is best 
neutralised from the inside rather than 
smashed from the outside. �e best 
antidote to religious fundamentalism of 
all tribes is the genuine faith tradition 
that is alive and well in most world 
religions. For example, the best that 
moderate and progressive West can do in 
the struggle with fundamentalism in 
other faith traditions is to make 
powerful alliances with the moderate 
and progressive leaders in those 
communities. Fundamentalist religion 
must be countered with prophetic 
religion, and a new alliance between 
prophetic religious leaders across all 
faith traditions is the best way to defeat 
the fears about the dangerous religions 
in the world. �ird, while the use of force 
to protect our security and bring 
perpetrators to justice is justi�able, it will 
take much broader and more creative 
strategies to defeat the mind set and 
motives of leaders in West. What the 
modern Muslim world needs most today 
is education, especially of its young 
women, the building of technology and 
infrastructure, and a principled focus on 
economic development. �e Middle 
East in general needs that kind of 
assistance from the West, not more 
weapons and money poured into the 
co�ers of corrupt regimes.



n the nineteenth century it was 
widely believed that 'excessive' 
religious devotion or 'enthusiasm' as 
it was then called might lead to 

insanity. �is was held to be the case not 
only by psychiatrists, but also by 
conventional believers. From it sprang 
the legend, for example, the 
millennialists who accepted William 
Miller's predictions of the Second 
Coming in the early 1840s ended up in 
asylums.While we tend to smile 
patronisingly at such ideas today, 
imputations of fundamentalist violence 
are often scarcely more sophisticated. 

A second and more powerful, 
stigmatising factor has been the 
identi�cation of fundamentalist religion 
with terrorism. �is connection was 
made well before the attacks of 11 
September 2001. In an in�uential 1996 
article, Walter Laqueur predicted that 
terrorism would increasingly grow out of 
'sectarian fanaticism'.While Laqueur, 
too, spoke of 'cults', he also pointed to 
the violence potential of 'religious 
fundamentalism’ and 'apocalyptic 
millenarianism', both lodged within 
historic religious traditions. References 

to 'Islamic fundamentalism' have 
become so commonplace in discussions 
of violence that they scarcely occasion 
any notice. 

However, as with the �ood of 
religious-political movements, the 
prevailing association between 
fundamentalism and violence, 
particularly terrorism, should not be 
regarded as self-evidently true. It is, 
instead, often an act of labelling for the 
purpose of condemnation, with little 
regard for the beliefs to which the label 
is attached.'Fundamentalism' itself is a 
construct whose relationship to violence 
is extremely problematic. For purposes 
of understanding the relationship 
between religion and violence, it turns 
out to matter relatively little whether a 
group is a politically religious movement 
or has emerged out of an existing 
religious tradition. �e two seem more 
separate than they are. �eir distinctness 
is less a consequence of intrinsically 
di�erent natures than that of accidents 
in the division of academic labour. 
Religious- political movements and 
fundamental religious traditions tend to 
be studied by di�erent people, 

participating in di�erent networks, with 
the result that the end-products of 
scholarship underestimate convergences 
and overestimate di�erences. 

�e fear of 'dangerous religions', has 
given rise to a mind-set that seeks to 
identify their characteristics, in the hope 
that basic understanding of religion 
might allow one to distinguish the 
sinister from the benign. �is essentialist 
argument asserts that it is possible to 
�nd markers of proneness to violence. 
�ese indicators allegedly centre on such 
features as styles of leadership for 
example, charismatic, mode of 
organisation for instance, isolated and 
beliefs for example, apocalyptic 
expectations. Unfortunately, the 
essentialist approach has little predictive 
value. Although inductively generated 
from past violent cases, it founders on 
the presence of numerous contrary cases. 
It is always possible to �nd non-violent 
groups that are, for example, led by 
charismatic leaders, physically isolated 
and doctrinally rigid. But the search for a 
test based on the nature of the group is a 
blind alley, remotely con�rmed by the 
history of fundamentalism itself.

Fundamentalist movements like 
Talibanisation arose committed to the 
militant puri�cation of religious 
doctrines and institutions and the 
reshaping of personal, social, and public 
behaviour in accordance with religious 
tenets. While writers attempt to 
distinguish 'Islamic fundamentalism' 
from 'Islamic civilisation', the distinction 
is made di�cult by the tendency to 
employ religion as the 'central de�ning 
characteristic' of civilizations. Critics 
have pointed out that linking civilisation 
and religion yields a 'crude' category. It 
fails to account for the many 
non-religious roles individuals occupy, as 
well as the variety of religious ideas that 
can be found even in societies that 
appear religiously homogeneous. �e 
consequence is to 'lend... authority to 
religious leaders seen as spokesmen for 
their worlds". In the process other voices 
are unfortunately mu�ed and other 
concerns silenced.

�e most powerful aspect of Bertrand 
Russell's critique of religious belief is his 
claim that religion is based on fear, and 
that fear breeds cruelty. Fundamentalist 
Islam remains an enigma precisely 
because it has confounded all attempts 
to divide it into tidy categories. 
"Revivalist" becomes "extremist" (and 
vice versa) with such rapidity and 
frequency that the actual classi�cation of 
any movement or leader has little 
predictive power. �ey will not stay put. 
�is is because fundamentalist Muslims, 
for all their "diversity," orbit around one 
dense idea. From any outside vantage 
point, each orbit will have its apogee and 

perigee.

What is remarkable about 
fundamentalist Islam is not its diversity. 
It is the fact that this idea of power for 
Islam appeals so e�ectively across such a 
wide range of humanity, creating a world 
of thought that crosses all frontiers. 
Fundamentalists everywhere must act in 
narrow circumstances of time and place. 
But they are who they are precisely 
because their idea exists above all 
circumstances. Over nearly a century, 
this idea has evolved into a coherent 
ideology, which demonstrates a striking 
consistency in content and form across a 
wide expanse of the Muslim world.

Extreme religious fundamentalists are 
preoccupied with keeping the opaque 
side of the lantern turned against the real 
world with its perceived threats and 
frustrations. �ey refuse to travel 
between illusion and reality and attempt 
to maintain illusion as their own special 
reality. Unlike infants who can 
e�ectively block out the external world, 
adult extreme religious fundamentalists 
are more aware of what they perceive as 
a threatening environment. �is is a key 
reason why an extreme form of religious 
fundamentalism has the potential to 
strike out against threatening objects. 

Today in the Middle East where about 
60 percent of the population is under the 
age of 25—is a region dominated by 
humiliation and anger. Failure plus rage 
plus the folly of youth equals an 
incendiary mix of both. Injustices and 
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The fear of 'dangerous 
religions', has given rise 
to a mind-set that seeks 

to identify their 
characteristics, in the 

hope that basic 
understanding of religion 

might allow one to 
distinguish the sinister 
from the benign. This 
essentialist argument 

asserts that it is possible 
to �nd markers of 

proneness to violence.

violence caused by the oil economy have 
sparked a reaction from dangerous 
religious fundamentalists in the Muslim 
world. Fundamentalism in all faith 
traditions is volatile and hard to contain 
once it has been unleashed, and it is hard 
to reverse its essentially reactive and 
predictably downward cycle.A few 
principles may help us breach a path out 
of this mess. First, religious extremism 
will not be defeated by just a military 
response. Signi�cant evidence is 
available that such a strategy often 
makes things worse. Religious and 
political zealots prefer military responses 
to the threats created by Islamic 
extremism. Ironically, this holds true on 
both sides of the con�ict; the 
fundamentalist zealots also prefer the 
simplistic military approach because 
they are often able to use it e�ectively. 
Fundamentalists actually grow larger 
with the new recruits amid overly 
aggressive military campaigns against 
them.

Second, religious extremism is best 
neutralised from the inside rather than 
smashed from the outside. �e best 
antidote to religious fundamentalism of 
all tribes is the genuine faith tradition 
that is alive and well in most world 
religions. For example, the best that 
moderate and progressive West can do in 
the struggle with fundamentalism in 
other faith traditions is to make 
powerful alliances with the moderate 
and progressive leaders in those 
communities. Fundamentalist religion 
must be countered with prophetic 
religion, and a new alliance between 
prophetic religious leaders across all 
faith traditions is the best way to defeat 
the fears about the dangerous religions 
in the world. �ird, while the use of force 
to protect our security and bring 
perpetrators to justice is justi�able, it will 
take much broader and more creative 
strategies to defeat the mind set and 
motives of leaders in West. What the 
modern Muslim world needs most today 
is education, especially of its young 
women, the building of technology and 
infrastructure, and a principled focus on 
economic development. �e Middle 
East in general needs that kind of 
assistance from the West, not more 
weapons and money poured into the 
co�ers of corrupt regimes.
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ill 1989, the average Pakistani 
is better o� than the average 
Chinese or Indian for that 
matter, in terms of GDP / 

Capita. �e graph would change. By 
2012, the Chinese would be 6 times 
better o� than their Pakistani 
counterparts. �eir GDP would rise by 
30% - the economic reforms in the 
1980’s would leave everyone behind; and 
a talk on China’s exponential growth 
and towering skyline would trigger an 
inadvertent comparison with its trusty 
ally. 

Adil Husain, originally from Karachi, 
and later found in Washington 
eventually ended up spending 7 year in 
China, and was recently seen waving a 
disclaimer in T2F (�e Second Floor). 
�e views, he will share are his own. �e 
contrasts he witnesses will be dramatic. 
And the China from his vantage point 
would appear in the form of a well 

mapped chessboard. 

As he winds his way back in time, he 
will be struck by the entrepreneurial 
spirit of its people, their strong work 
ethic and the high % of female 
participation. China is his home away 
from home and he takes a moment to 
examine the Chinese blueprint for 
success that makes it a veritable magnet 
for foreign investment. 
Notwithstanding its di�cult 
relationships with Taiwan, HK, Japan, 
or Korea, trade continues, as does 
investment. 

Adil reminds the audience that these are 
nations that do not have direct �ights, 
consulates, or even recognize each 
other’s sovereignty for that matter yet 
business dealings remain una�ected. A 
cold pragmatism drives China’s core, 
and he notes that it is clearly not averse 
to doing business with former enemies, 

unlike Pakistan. Maybe the allure of 
‘Hello Kitty’ is hard to resist, he quips. 

In his expereince, things get done there 
and quickly. He goes on to talk about a 
China that always been an important 
player in global economy. Where crime 
is non existent; and no one owns a gun. 
Where there is no ethnic, sectarian or 
religious tension - not really. Whose 
citizens feel they have direction, and 
ensuring a steady in�ow of Yaun is the 
objective. A sense of nationhood, shared 
purpose and �rm belief that they are 
headed the same way propels society 
forward. 

�e Chinese are frugal by nature but are 
encouraged to spend. Even their factory 
workers make up to 60G a month.  �eir 
bottom up economic reforms meant 
some cities got richer before others he 
explains. �e luxury goods market 
would be lost without China in Adil’s 

view. Today, it has 800 Starbucks - 10 
years ago there were none; there is a 
Cartier every 2 blocks. Both the 
Chinese Government & its Communist 
Party prioritize economic growth to stay 
in power; having sti�ed political rights / 
free speech, they must deliver on the 
economic front, he adds, else their 
ability to govern could be challenged. 
�e state is therefore ready to act in 
times of economic downturn, manage 
crisis, regulate prices, and earn it’s keep. 

�en there is the literacy rate - 95% 
(China): 55% (Pakistan) and policies 
that prioritize investments in 
infrastructure, ports, bridges, subways 
etc. China also boasts an impressive 
power generation capacity (I million 
MW) vs. Pakistan (20,000) and has the 
largest in-store capacity of wind power; 
and they keep adding to that capacity. 

�e rosy picture starts to change 
gradually when it factors in it zero legal, 
political accountability, rubberstamped 
courts, loose environmental regulations, 
a controversial one child policy (which 
never applied to rural areas) and social 
media curbs, (Facebook, You Tube, 
Twitter are banned, & Google products 
don’t work well). �e state, in their 
defence would pro�er a list of 
home-made alternates to silence any 
protests.  One still needs a visa to visit 
Tibet (despite a residents permit) and 
every now and then it is allegedly made 
o�-limits to foreigners. Pollution is a 

serious concern and face masks are 
trending. Also, land is state property 
which can be leased, but that he insists is 
no di�erent from Defence (Karachi).

According to reports, the Communist 
Party is still going strong but has wisely 
let go of rhetoric and vili�cation of the 
wealthy. While Adil cannot be a 
member, and probably wouldn’t want to 
be either, the average Chinese joins 
them for practical reasons - university 
students reportedly earn academic 
points, businesses can network and form 
social connections. �ey meet once in a 
while and Adil sees it as a club where 
members gather for coke & pizza. �ere 
is nothing afoot, sinister or otherwise in 
his view.  Not everyone joins the Party 
and there are no compulsions. Most 

members are pragmatic Chinese 
businessmen hoping to get an edge over 
the competition. 

He decides to make some predictions 
about China’s domestic oriented sectors 
which are likely do well in the 
foreseeable future. Retail, healthcare, & 
education drive growth and are the ones 
to watch out for in his estimation. 
�ough China is not in manufacturing 
anymore, it is not feasible to relocate the 
global supply chain from its backyard, 
and so there it will stay, for a while at 
least. As for the low quality ‘Made in 
China’ goods strewn across town - they 
are apparently for people seeking cheap, 
bad stu� – here you get what you pay for. 

His sketch adjusts for the shifting sands 
of time and changing priorities when it 
depicts the famed Pak – China bond 
that has endured for over six decades. 

�e Chinese people don’t hold Pakistan 
in high regard, in Adil’s opinion - to 
them she behaves like North Korea, in 
need of constant bail outs, weapons, aid, 
nuclear reactors……forever asking for 
help to sort out messes of her own 
creation. He concedes that there are 
historical ties that bind both nations but 
most Chinese don’t remember the 
Pak-Nixon-Mao diplomatic dance circa 
1972, or would care about the outdated 
back room channels used in shaping 
“the week that changed the world”. To 
them, the partnership appears largely 
one-sided, what have you done for me 
now seems to be the question on their 
collective minds. �is China has more 
trade with India. �ere are humiliating 
visa restrictions on Pakistanis, tourist 
visas are a no-no, only business ones are 

granted.  And Adil’s cabbie waves a 
pretend gun and provides helpful sound 
e�ects - ‘boom boom’ (not Afridi) to 
show how well versed he is in all things 
Pakistani.  

�e winds of change sweeping through 
Chinese mainland force it to keep 
updating its pro�le.  Adil Husain leaves 
the revised image pinned to the wall. 

‘Adil Husain is the President and 
founder of the Emerging Asia Group, 
the leading provider of “primary 
research” based business to business 
(B2B) market intelligence in Asia’
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30% - the economic reforms in the 
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inadvertent comparison with its trusty 
ally. 
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�e views, he will share are his own. �e 
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EVENT

Syed A. Irfan’s solo exhibition held atKarachi’s Citi Art gallery 
earlier this year, showcasedhis latest collection titled ‘Women’s 
Feelings’. He is a miniature artist who draws upon Mughal 
traditionsriddled with imageryevoking lost grandeurbordered 
by melancholy,and a �eeting sense of tranquility. �etime 
capsule replays hushed whispers from a bygone era - arcane 
�gures seemingly suspended in another dimension,their hopes 
and dreams rendered in‘Watercolor & Gold on Wasli, Gauche, 
Teawash& Gold on Wasli or Watercolor, Tea Wash & Gold on 
Wasli.’

Irfan is self-taught like the masters he admires, and his 
portfolio has been imprinted with romanticism, Su�sm and 
orientalism. He has participated in several shows both at home 
and abroad and his work is on permanent display in Dubai and 
Pakistan.

Irfan’s Solo
Flight

By: Afrah Jamal

AUGUST 2014 36 w w w . e c o n o m i c a � a i r s . c o m . p k

Became the bride of thinking Preparing for the beloved

Silence of LoveWaiing someone

Release own thoughts Preparing for someone special In the autumn evening After the bed



EVENT

Iftar Dinner
Hosted by
HUAWEI
at Marriott
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