
Operation Zarb-e-Azb appears to be one of the most fastidiously planned, targeted 
and a limited operation. The TTP, Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan and al-Qaeda are 

the three targeted entities. At the other side, there are three wildcards; Ha�z Gul 
Bahadar, Mullah Nazir and the Haqqani Network. The general timeline of the operation 

can be a�ected by decisions of these wildcards.
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here is no doubt that Pakistan has a bright future and there are 
reasons to believe that. However, no one is certain when the dawn 
of prosperity will break because Pakistan’s advancement depends 
on a number of variables i.e. political stability, energy crises and 

the menace of terrorism, which is the biggest hurdle in its path of 
development. In last one decade, the otherwise bleak economy of Pakistan 
has su�ered about $100 billion loss due to terrorism. Hence, the success of 
military operation against terrorists in North Waziristan is vital for 
Pakistan’s future.  

Pakistan has paid a very heavy price for not nipping terrorism in the bud in 
the form of massive loss of life and property, stunted economic growth, 
shrunken space for dialogue, polarisation and radicalisation of society, 
deterioration of its global image, weakening of the state and addition of the 
fear factor in the lives of Pakistanis. �is list is far from exhaustive.

�is operation, however, is no catholicon. Its success will only provide the 
state with the much-needed space and time by eliminating the immediate 
threat in which it can act to lay the foundations of a comprehensive 
long-term solution. �e solution must be comprehensive enough to cater to 
the multitude of reasons that contribute to the rise of terrorism, with an 
extremely narrow interpretation of religion atop the list.

�e unregulated realm of religion is the chief cause of the terrorism that 
Pakistan has borne the brunt of but it is not the sole reason. �ere are social, 
political and economic reasons too. A comprehensive solution therefore 
must also entail all these dimensions.

On the social side, the state must strive hard to win back the trust it has lost 
among the masses by never quite trying to alleviate the plight of a common 
citizen. One of the reasons many are attracted to the terrorists are utopias 
propounded by them in which swift justice is done. It is currently next to 
impossible to have access to justice for a common man in Pakistan. �e two 
departments that are in dire need of a complete overhaul in this connection 
are the police and the lower judiciary. Both these departments are generally 
incompetent, venal and unscrupulous due to non-meritorious hiring, lack of 
resources and training, and political interference. Institutional autonomy 
and allocation of resources can help cure their evils. 

On the political front, devolution of powers to the smallest administrative 
units is the need of the hour. �is will help redress a general feeling of 
deprivation prevailing in many areas of the country that diminishes people’s 
loyalty to the state, rendering them prone to rebellion. In the economic 
dimension, special focus is needed on developing the rural economy. For too 
long the government has focused on the macro industrial model of 
development, which has not quite paid o�. �e focus needs to shift to more 
egalitarian policies.

It will take a lot of political resolve and rising above prejudices, which we do 
not see much in Pakistan. However, if we are to survive as a nation, our 
leaders will have to rise to this challenge. Otherwise, after religious 
terrorism, we will be at the receiving end of ethnic and other types of 
con�ict too. �is is already in the making.

Pakistan’s future
depends heavily on

Operation Zarb-e-Azb
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n the directions of 
government, the Armed 
Forces of Pakistan launched 
a comprehensive operation 

against foreign and local terrorists who 
are hiding in sanctuaries in North 
Waziristan (NW). �e operation has 
been named Zarb-e-Azb”. Azb was the 
name of the sword of Prophet 
Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him). 

According to Inter Services Public 
Relations (ISPR), more than 400 
militants have been killed. Many 
factories of IEDs have also been 
demolished during the ongoing 
full-�edged operation.  Troops have 
recovered many underground tunnels 
and IED preparation factories inside the 
area that has been cleared so far. 
Pakistan’s warplanes and helicopter 
gunships have targeted militant hideouts 
in North Waziristan as a part of the 

military o�ensive. Helicopter gunships 
destroyed militants’ communication 
centre’s established on hilltops towards 
the east of North Waziristan’s 
headquarters Miranshah.

Goals & targets 
�e major goals of this operation are to 
eliminate militant hideouts, sanctuaries, 
arms storage and training centres of 
di�erent terrorist groups. �e main 
targets are Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP), Punjabi Taliban, East Turkestan 
Islamic Movement (ETIM), Islamic 
Movement of Uzbekistan and Al-Qaeda. 

Well-planned operation
�e ongoing Zarb-e-Azb appears to be 
one of the most fastidiously planned, 
targeted and a limited operation. Uzbeks 
and terrorists are the two prime targets. 
Moreover, the TTP, Islamic Movement 
of Uzbekistan (IMU) and anti-Pakistan 
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O al-Qaeda elements are the three targeted 
entities. In the current scenario, there are 
three wildcards: Ha�z Gul Bahadar, 
Mullah Nazir and the Haqqani Network. 
�e general timeline of the operation can 
be a�ected by decisions of these 
wildcards.

Cordoned-o� terrorist sanctuaries
In the beginning the army cordoned o� 
terrorist sanctuaries situated in Mir Ali 
and Miramshah. Surrender points, for 
those willing to lay down their arms, were 
established. �e Fata Disaster 
Management Authority was active in 
setting up IDP camps, registration 
centres and transportation facilities for 
safe evacuation of the local population.

Coordinated e�orts 
Coordinated e�orts are being carried out 
and elements of I Corps, II Corps, X 
Crops and XI Corps are in place 

monitoring all exit and entry points 
leading into South Waziristan Agency 
(SWA), Bannu, Hangu, Kurram and 
Karak. �e Afghan National Army 
(ANA) has been requested to seal o� 
entry points into Paktia, Khost and 
Paktika. Aerial surveillance is out in full 
force. 

First phase 
According to security o�cials the �rst 
phase of the operation would tackle 
Miranshah, the village of Machees, Mir 
Ali, the village of Mosaki, and the Dosali 
area near the town of Razmak. North 
Waziristan is also home to the Haqqani 
Network, a deadly Afghan insurgent 
group that has used the area as a haven 
for decades which is now under heavy 
attack from the Pakistani army. 

Pakistan military has been planning this 
mission from last few months. After a lot 
of deliberation and homework they have 
�nally launched a full-�edged operation 
against militants in NWA.

Pakistan Army 
Pakistan Army is equipped with Cobra 
gunship helicopters, JF �unders, F-16 
aircraft, Surveillance drones, long range 
artillery, Main Battle Tanks and night 
vision capabilities. Pakistan Army’s 
special services group (SSG) will also be 
part of this operation. All these 
capabilities are essential in counter 
insurgency warfare. 

Signi�cant role of SSG commandos
�e SSG commandos have played an 
important role in the success of previous 
military operations. It is expected that 
SSG would play a key role in this 
mission. If we analyze capabilities of 
Pakistan Army, then we can say that 
there is no match between Pak-Army 
and TTP led militants in NWA. 
Pakistan’s ground forces with the close air 
support of Gunship helicopters would be 
a lethal combination. �e ultimate retreat 
of these militant groups would be 
towards Afghanistan. 

Chief of the Army Sta�, General 
Raheel Sharif
Chief of the Army Sta� (COAS) 
General Raheel Sharif visited the Air 
Force Headquarters and called on Chief 
of the Air Sta� (CAS), Air Chief 
Marshal Tahir Ra�que Butt. During the 
meeting progress of the ongoing 
operation Zarb-e-Azb was reviewed and 
matters of mutual interest were also 
discussed. 

Afghan Ambassador Janan Mosazai and 

Chief of the Army Sta� (COAS) 
General Raheel Sharif discussed the 
ongoing operation in the North 
Waziristan Agency (NWA) at the 
General Headquarters. According to the 
ISPR, matters of mutual interest 
including measures to improve security 
along the Pak-Afghan border also came 
under discussion.

South Waziristan Operation 
On October 17, 2009, some 28,000 Pak 
Army soldiers, including 500 SSG 
undertook an extremely methodical 
three-pronged attack. Due to Pak Army’s 
operation, TTP’s resistance was badly 
marginalized.

Prime Minister address
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif addressed 
Parliament and told lawmakers that the 
military operation would continue until 
its logical conclusion. He said the 
decision to launch the military operation 
was taken after consultation with all 
stakeholders including the Army. He also 
urged religious leaders to help eradicate 
terrorism from Pakistan, adding that 
terrorism had a�ected every aspect of 
Pakistani society and could not be 
allowed to continue. Earlier Prime 

Minister Nawaz Sharif had attempted to 
negotiate a peace deal with the Pakistani 
Taliban, but that e�ort reached a 
stalemate in recent weeks and collapsed 
in the wake of Karachi airport attack. 
PM Nawaz also visited Corps 
Headquarters where he was received by 
Chief of Army Sta� General Raheel 
Sharif and Corps Commander Peshawar 
Lt. Gen. Khalid Rabbani where they 
both thoroughly discussed the ongoing 
military operation and IDPs. 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif discussed 
developments on military operation with 

Afghan President Hamid Karzai. Special 
Pakistani envoy Mehmood Khan 
Achakzai, chief of the Pakhtunkhwa 
Milli Awami Party (PkMAP) and 
Member National Assembly also visited 
Kabul and discussed security cooperation 
with Afghan President Hamid Karzai 
and sought help from him in order to win 
the war against terror. 

Formation of National Cabinet 
Coordination Committee (NCCC)  
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif is also 
overseeing the operation ‘Zarb-e-Azb’ 
and concerned a�airs. �e committee 
would meet on regular basis and would 
keep the Prime Minister informed about 
the progress of operation besides 
coordinating on relevant developments.

�e committee will also coordinate with 
di�erent institutions to oversee internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) issue. �e 
members of the committee will include 
ministers for Interior, Defence, 
Information, Planning, and Safron along 
with representatives of KP government. 
Federal secretaries for Interior, Finance, 
chief secretary KP, chairman of National 
Disaster Management Authority, Chief 
of General Sta� (CGS)/director general 

of Military Operations, director general 
ISI-c and ISPR DG will be the 
members.

Strategic isolation of North Waziristan
�e military said that it had isolated 
North Waziristan by deploying troops to 
seal o� its boundaries with other parts of 
Pakistan and its border with 
Afghanistan. Cordons were also thrown 
around the two main towns of Mir Ali 
and Miranshah. �e government of 
Pakistan o�cially requested the 
government of Afghanistan to seal the 
porous Pakistan-Afghanistan border 

which foreign �ghters including 
Chechens, Uzbeks, Turkmen, Tajiks and 
Uighurs have crossed in recent weeks. 
�e area bordering Afghanistan is 
believed to harbor militants both local 
and foreign, including members of Al 
Qaeda, Uzbeks, Tajiks, Arabs and 
Chechens. �e �rst U.S. drone attacks 
this year killed 16 militants. 
Furthermore, Pakistan has once again 
urged Afghan authorities to arrest 
Tehreek-e-Taliban chief Mullah 
Fazlullah, who is hiding in Afghanistan.

More than 600,000 people have �ed 
North Waziristan to the adjoining areas. 
�e government has established a 
refugee camp on the border of Bannu 
district and North Waziristan.

Ground operation
Air strikes by the Pakistan Air Force 
(PAF) �ghter aircraft and the army’s 
gunship security forces launched a 
ground o�ensive in the restive North 
Waziristan tribal region. �e ground 
o�ensive started at the Machis Camp, a 
residential locality comprising 1,200 
mud-houses, near the regional 
headquarters of Miranshah. �e Machis 
Camp was meant for the Afghan 
refugees when they migrated to Pakistan 
after the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 
in December 1979. �e Machis Camp 
had become a stronghold of local and 
foreign militants, who used it to organise 
terrorist attacks in the country. 

Historical perspective 
Success of ongoing military operation 
Zarb-e-Azb and complete elimination of 
terrorists from all parts of country is 
crucial because previously conducted 
small and big eight operations were 
either partially successful or situation got 
worse/deteriorated after completion of 
the operation and said areas never 
became totally peaceful.

Concluding remarks 
Zarb-e-Azb was launched to manage the 
looming crises confronting to our 
national survival in shape of militancy, 
terrorism, extremism, sectarianism and 
violence. Now it is an essential 
imperative to win the battle of survival 
on both fronts i.e. ground and 
psychological.  �e ongoing military 
operation has already crippled TTP 
capabilities.

Operation Zarb-e-Azb was needed and 
lot more is needed to be done. We have to 
stop criticising the state and armed forces 
in order to eliminate the ideological 
confusions. �e military operation in 

North Waziristan was the �rst step in the 
right direction to eliminate terrorism. We 
need to win this war as North Waziristan 
had become an epicenter of terrorism for 
the region.

It has multiplier e�ects on civility, 
economics, society, politics and regional 
power game. �e army and the 
government of Pakistan are at on same 
page and vultures of power politics must 
be ashamed for their conspiratorial 
activities in the country.  Zarb-e-Azb is a 
national campaign to eradicate the 
menace of terrorism from the country 
and politics on this may spoil its long 
term repercussions.  Political rallies and 
processions in support of armed forces of 
Pakistan is a healthy sign but it should 
not be used for toppling the government. 

Sleeper cells in urban areas must be 
dismantled through collective 
information sharing. In the past, 
successive governments had made no 
e�ort to prepare government 
departments and coordinate among them 
to respond in the times of crisis which 
needs to be institutionalized.  It is the 
result of so many research studies/papers 
that states which tend to be successful in 
their wars against terrorism are usually 
those who �gure out the core reasons for 
insurgencies in their countries.  
Moreover, no state wins the war against 
insurgency/terrorism if it is unable to win 
the war of narrative between the state 
and the insurgents. Unless, the state wins 
the war of narrative no sustainable peace 
can be achieved in the country. Sincere 

e�orts ought to be made to win the war 
of narrative. 

�e government of Pakistan needs to 
tackle terrorism within its borders and 
�nd the right balance between force and 
talks with TTP in addition to Pakistan’s 
strategic outlook and internal security 
problems. If Pakistan wishes to solve the 
problems of terrorism permanently as the 
military is �ghting in tribal areas to close 
the �oodgates of terrorism and the real 
game is taking place in the cities of 
Pakistan. Pakistan’s police and criminal 
justice system do not have a good past 
record of capturing terrorists and 
convicting them. A long term solution to 
terrorism involves better capacity for 
police and criminal justice system, state 
winning the war of narrative and the 
institutionalization of moderation in 
�eld of life to shape public opinion 
against insurgents/terrorists.     

�e principle of unity and strength is the 
primary basis of peace and happiness in 
the society and the nation especially in 
the war. Ongoing military operation in 
the NW against the TTP and other 
foreign militants Zarb-e-Azb is not 
another military operation. It is couched 
in the context of negotiations, cease�res 
and serious TTP in�ghting and the most 
recently Karachi Airport attack.

  

Zarb-e-Azb
Managing Crisis for Survival
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monitoring all exit and entry points 
leading into South Waziristan Agency 
(SWA), Bannu, Hangu, Kurram and 
Karak. �e Afghan National Army 
(ANA) has been requested to seal o� 
entry points into Paktia, Khost and 
Paktika. Aerial surveillance is out in full 
force. 

First phase 
According to security o�cials the �rst 
phase of the operation would tackle 
Miranshah, the village of Machees, Mir 
Ali, the village of Mosaki, and the Dosali 
area near the town of Razmak. North 
Waziristan is also home to the Haqqani 
Network, a deadly Afghan insurgent 
group that has used the area as a haven 
for decades which is now under heavy 
attack from the Pakistani army. 

Pakistan military has been planning this 
mission from last few months. After a lot 
of deliberation and homework they have 
�nally launched a full-�edged operation 
against militants in NWA.

Pakistan Army 
Pakistan Army is equipped with Cobra 
gunship helicopters, JF �unders, F-16 
aircraft, Surveillance drones, long range 
artillery, Main Battle Tanks and night 
vision capabilities. Pakistan Army’s 
special services group (SSG) will also be 
part of this operation. All these 
capabilities are essential in counter 
insurgency warfare. 

Signi�cant role of SSG commandos
�e SSG commandos have played an 
important role in the success of previous 
military operations. It is expected that 
SSG would play a key role in this 
mission. If we analyze capabilities of 
Pakistan Army, then we can say that 
there is no match between Pak-Army 
and TTP led militants in NWA. 
Pakistan’s ground forces with the close air 
support of Gunship helicopters would be 
a lethal combination. �e ultimate retreat 
of these militant groups would be 
towards Afghanistan. 

Chief of the Army Sta�, General 
Raheel Sharif
Chief of the Army Sta� (COAS) 
General Raheel Sharif visited the Air 
Force Headquarters and called on Chief 
of the Air Sta� (CAS), Air Chief 
Marshal Tahir Ra�que Butt. During the 
meeting progress of the ongoing 
operation Zarb-e-Azb was reviewed and 
matters of mutual interest were also 
discussed. 

Afghan Ambassador Janan Mosazai and 

Chief of the Army Sta� (COAS) 
General Raheel Sharif discussed the 
ongoing operation in the North 
Waziristan Agency (NWA) at the 
General Headquarters. According to the 
ISPR, matters of mutual interest 
including measures to improve security 
along the Pak-Afghan border also came 
under discussion.

South Waziristan Operation 
On October 17, 2009, some 28,000 Pak 
Army soldiers, including 500 SSG 
undertook an extremely methodical 
three-pronged attack. Due to Pak Army’s 
operation, TTP’s resistance was badly 
marginalized.

Prime Minister address
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif addressed 
Parliament and told lawmakers that the 
military operation would continue until 
its logical conclusion. He said the 
decision to launch the military operation 
was taken after consultation with all 
stakeholders including the Army. He also 
urged religious leaders to help eradicate 
terrorism from Pakistan, adding that 
terrorism had a�ected every aspect of 
Pakistani society and could not be 
allowed to continue. Earlier Prime 

Minister Nawaz Sharif had attempted to 
negotiate a peace deal with the Pakistani 
Taliban, but that e�ort reached a 
stalemate in recent weeks and collapsed 
in the wake of Karachi airport attack. 
PM Nawaz also visited Corps 
Headquarters where he was received by 
Chief of Army Sta� General Raheel 
Sharif and Corps Commander Peshawar 
Lt. Gen. Khalid Rabbani where they 
both thoroughly discussed the ongoing 
military operation and IDPs. 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif discussed 
developments on military operation with 

Afghan President Hamid Karzai. Special 
Pakistani envoy Mehmood Khan 
Achakzai, chief of the Pakhtunkhwa 
Milli Awami Party (PkMAP) and 
Member National Assembly also visited 
Kabul and discussed security cooperation 
with Afghan President Hamid Karzai 
and sought help from him in order to win 
the war against terror. 

Formation of National Cabinet 
Coordination Committee (NCCC)  
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif is also 
overseeing the operation ‘Zarb-e-Azb’ 
and concerned a�airs. �e committee 
would meet on regular basis and would 
keep the Prime Minister informed about 
the progress of operation besides 
coordinating on relevant developments.

�e committee will also coordinate with 
di�erent institutions to oversee internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) issue. �e 
members of the committee will include 
ministers for Interior, Defence, 
Information, Planning, and Safron along 
with representatives of KP government. 
Federal secretaries for Interior, Finance, 
chief secretary KP, chairman of National 
Disaster Management Authority, Chief 
of General Sta� (CGS)/director general 

of Military Operations, director general 
ISI-c and ISPR DG will be the 
members.

Strategic isolation of North Waziristan
�e military said that it had isolated 
North Waziristan by deploying troops to 
seal o� its boundaries with other parts of 
Pakistan and its border with 
Afghanistan. Cordons were also thrown 
around the two main towns of Mir Ali 
and Miranshah. �e government of 
Pakistan o�cially requested the 
government of Afghanistan to seal the 
porous Pakistan-Afghanistan border 

which foreign �ghters including 
Chechens, Uzbeks, Turkmen, Tajiks and 
Uighurs have crossed in recent weeks. 
�e area bordering Afghanistan is 
believed to harbor militants both local 
and foreign, including members of Al 
Qaeda, Uzbeks, Tajiks, Arabs and 
Chechens. �e �rst U.S. drone attacks 
this year killed 16 militants. 
Furthermore, Pakistan has once again 
urged Afghan authorities to arrest 
Tehreek-e-Taliban chief Mullah 
Fazlullah, who is hiding in Afghanistan.

More than 600,000 people have �ed 
North Waziristan to the adjoining areas. 
�e government has established a 
refugee camp on the border of Bannu 
district and North Waziristan.

Ground operation
Air strikes by the Pakistan Air Force 
(PAF) �ghter aircraft and the army’s 
gunship security forces launched a 
ground o�ensive in the restive North 
Waziristan tribal region. �e ground 
o�ensive started at the Machis Camp, a 
residential locality comprising 1,200 
mud-houses, near the regional 
headquarters of Miranshah. �e Machis 
Camp was meant for the Afghan 
refugees when they migrated to Pakistan 
after the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 
in December 1979. �e Machis Camp 
had become a stronghold of local and 
foreign militants, who used it to organise 
terrorist attacks in the country. 

Historical perspective 
Success of ongoing military operation 
Zarb-e-Azb and complete elimination of 
terrorists from all parts of country is 
crucial because previously conducted 
small and big eight operations were 
either partially successful or situation got 
worse/deteriorated after completion of 
the operation and said areas never 
became totally peaceful.

Concluding remarks 
Zarb-e-Azb was launched to manage the 
looming crises confronting to our 
national survival in shape of militancy, 
terrorism, extremism, sectarianism and 
violence. Now it is an essential 
imperative to win the battle of survival 
on both fronts i.e. ground and 
psychological.  �e ongoing military 
operation has already crippled TTP 
capabilities.

Operation Zarb-e-Azb was needed and 
lot more is needed to be done. We have to 
stop criticising the state and armed forces 
in order to eliminate the ideological 
confusions. �e military operation in 

North Waziristan was the �rst step in the 
right direction to eliminate terrorism. We 
need to win this war as North Waziristan 
had become an epicenter of terrorism for 
the region.

It has multiplier e�ects on civility, 
economics, society, politics and regional 
power game. �e army and the 
government of Pakistan are at on same 
page and vultures of power politics must 
be ashamed for their conspiratorial 
activities in the country.  Zarb-e-Azb is a 
national campaign to eradicate the 
menace of terrorism from the country 
and politics on this may spoil its long 
term repercussions.  Political rallies and 
processions in support of armed forces of 
Pakistan is a healthy sign but it should 
not be used for toppling the government. 

Sleeper cells in urban areas must be 
dismantled through collective 
information sharing. In the past, 
successive governments had made no 
e�ort to prepare government 
departments and coordinate among them 
to respond in the times of crisis which 
needs to be institutionalized.  It is the 
result of so many research studies/papers 
that states which tend to be successful in 
their wars against terrorism are usually 
those who �gure out the core reasons for 
insurgencies in their countries.  
Moreover, no state wins the war against 
insurgency/terrorism if it is unable to win 
the war of narrative between the state 
and the insurgents. Unless, the state wins 
the war of narrative no sustainable peace 
can be achieved in the country. Sincere 

e�orts ought to be made to win the war 
of narrative. 

�e government of Pakistan needs to 
tackle terrorism within its borders and 
�nd the right balance between force and 
talks with TTP in addition to Pakistan’s 
strategic outlook and internal security 
problems. If Pakistan wishes to solve the 
problems of terrorism permanently as the 
military is �ghting in tribal areas to close 
the �oodgates of terrorism and the real 
game is taking place in the cities of 
Pakistan. Pakistan’s police and criminal 
justice system do not have a good past 
record of capturing terrorists and 
convicting them. A long term solution to 
terrorism involves better capacity for 
police and criminal justice system, state 
winning the war of narrative and the 
institutionalization of moderation in 
�eld of life to shape public opinion 
against insurgents/terrorists.     

�e principle of unity and strength is the 
primary basis of peace and happiness in 
the society and the nation especially in 
the war. Ongoing military operation in 
the NW against the TTP and other 
foreign militants Zarb-e-Azb is not 
another military operation. It is couched 
in the context of negotiations, cease�res 
and serious TTP in�ghting and the most 
recently Karachi Airport attack.
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monitoring all exit and entry points 
leading into South Waziristan Agency 
(SWA), Bannu, Hangu, Kurram and 
Karak. �e Afghan National Army 
(ANA) has been requested to seal o� 
entry points into Paktia, Khost and 
Paktika. Aerial surveillance is out in full 
force. 

First phase 
According to security o�cials the �rst 
phase of the operation would tackle 
Miranshah, the village of Machees, Mir 
Ali, the village of Mosaki, and the Dosali 
area near the town of Razmak. North 
Waziristan is also home to the Haqqani 
Network, a deadly Afghan insurgent 
group that has used the area as a haven 
for decades which is now under heavy 
attack from the Pakistani army. 

Pakistan military has been planning this 
mission from last few months. After a lot 
of deliberation and homework they have 
�nally launched a full-�edged operation 
against militants in NWA.

Pakistan Army 
Pakistan Army is equipped with Cobra 
gunship helicopters, JF �unders, F-16 
aircraft, Surveillance drones, long range 
artillery, Main Battle Tanks and night 
vision capabilities. Pakistan Army’s 
special services group (SSG) will also be 
part of this operation. All these 
capabilities are essential in counter 
insurgency warfare. 

Signi�cant role of SSG commandos
�e SSG commandos have played an 
important role in the success of previous 
military operations. It is expected that 
SSG would play a key role in this 
mission. If we analyze capabilities of 
Pakistan Army, then we can say that 
there is no match between Pak-Army 
and TTP led militants in NWA. 
Pakistan’s ground forces with the close air 
support of Gunship helicopters would be 
a lethal combination. �e ultimate retreat 
of these militant groups would be 
towards Afghanistan. 

Chief of the Army Sta�, General 
Raheel Sharif
Chief of the Army Sta� (COAS) 
General Raheel Sharif visited the Air 
Force Headquarters and called on Chief 
of the Air Sta� (CAS), Air Chief 
Marshal Tahir Ra�que Butt. During the 
meeting progress of the ongoing 
operation Zarb-e-Azb was reviewed and 
matters of mutual interest were also 
discussed. 

Afghan Ambassador Janan Mosazai and 

Chief of the Army Sta� (COAS) 
General Raheel Sharif discussed the 
ongoing operation in the North 
Waziristan Agency (NWA) at the 
General Headquarters. According to the 
ISPR, matters of mutual interest 
including measures to improve security 
along the Pak-Afghan border also came 
under discussion.

South Waziristan Operation 
On October 17, 2009, some 28,000 Pak 
Army soldiers, including 500 SSG 
undertook an extremely methodical 
three-pronged attack. Due to Pak Army’s 
operation, TTP’s resistance was badly 
marginalized.

Prime Minister address
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif addressed 
Parliament and told lawmakers that the 
military operation would continue until 
its logical conclusion. He said the 
decision to launch the military operation 
was taken after consultation with all 
stakeholders including the Army. He also 
urged religious leaders to help eradicate 
terrorism from Pakistan, adding that 
terrorism had a�ected every aspect of 
Pakistani society and could not be 
allowed to continue. Earlier Prime 

Minister Nawaz Sharif had attempted to 
negotiate a peace deal with the Pakistani 
Taliban, but that e�ort reached a 
stalemate in recent weeks and collapsed 
in the wake of Karachi airport attack. 
PM Nawaz also visited Corps 
Headquarters where he was received by 
Chief of Army Sta� General Raheel 
Sharif and Corps Commander Peshawar 
Lt. Gen. Khalid Rabbani where they 
both thoroughly discussed the ongoing 
military operation and IDPs. 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif discussed 
developments on military operation with 

Afghan President Hamid Karzai. Special 
Pakistani envoy Mehmood Khan 
Achakzai, chief of the Pakhtunkhwa 
Milli Awami Party (PkMAP) and 
Member National Assembly also visited 
Kabul and discussed security cooperation 
with Afghan President Hamid Karzai 
and sought help from him in order to win 
the war against terror. 

Formation of National Cabinet 
Coordination Committee (NCCC)  
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif is also 
overseeing the operation ‘Zarb-e-Azb’ 
and concerned a�airs. �e committee 
would meet on regular basis and would 
keep the Prime Minister informed about 
the progress of operation besides 
coordinating on relevant developments.

�e committee will also coordinate with 
di�erent institutions to oversee internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) issue. �e 
members of the committee will include 
ministers for Interior, Defence, 
Information, Planning, and Safron along 
with representatives of KP government. 
Federal secretaries for Interior, Finance, 
chief secretary KP, chairman of National 
Disaster Management Authority, Chief 
of General Sta� (CGS)/director general 

of Military Operations, director general 
ISI-c and ISPR DG will be the 
members.

Strategic isolation of North Waziristan
�e military said that it had isolated 
North Waziristan by deploying troops to 
seal o� its boundaries with other parts of 
Pakistan and its border with 
Afghanistan. Cordons were also thrown 
around the two main towns of Mir Ali 
and Miranshah. �e government of 
Pakistan o�cially requested the 
government of Afghanistan to seal the 
porous Pakistan-Afghanistan border 

which foreign �ghters including 
Chechens, Uzbeks, Turkmen, Tajiks and 
Uighurs have crossed in recent weeks. 
�e area bordering Afghanistan is 
believed to harbor militants both local 
and foreign, including members of Al 
Qaeda, Uzbeks, Tajiks, Arabs and 
Chechens. �e �rst U.S. drone attacks 
this year killed 16 militants. 
Furthermore, Pakistan has once again 
urged Afghan authorities to arrest 
Tehreek-e-Taliban chief Mullah 
Fazlullah, who is hiding in Afghanistan.

More than 600,000 people have �ed 
North Waziristan to the adjoining areas. 
�e government has established a 
refugee camp on the border of Bannu 
district and North Waziristan.

Ground operation
Air strikes by the Pakistan Air Force 
(PAF) �ghter aircraft and the army’s 
gunship security forces launched a 
ground o�ensive in the restive North 
Waziristan tribal region. �e ground 
o�ensive started at the Machis Camp, a 
residential locality comprising 1,200 
mud-houses, near the regional 
headquarters of Miranshah. �e Machis 
Camp was meant for the Afghan 
refugees when they migrated to Pakistan 
after the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 
in December 1979. �e Machis Camp 
had become a stronghold of local and 
foreign militants, who used it to organise 
terrorist attacks in the country. 

Historical perspective 
Success of ongoing military operation 
Zarb-e-Azb and complete elimination of 
terrorists from all parts of country is 
crucial because previously conducted 
small and big eight operations were 
either partially successful or situation got 
worse/deteriorated after completion of 
the operation and said areas never 
became totally peaceful.

Concluding remarks 
Zarb-e-Azb was launched to manage the 
looming crises confronting to our 
national survival in shape of militancy, 
terrorism, extremism, sectarianism and 
violence. Now it is an essential 
imperative to win the battle of survival 
on both fronts i.e. ground and 
psychological.  �e ongoing military 
operation has already crippled TTP 
capabilities.

Operation Zarb-e-Azb was needed and 
lot more is needed to be done. We have to 
stop criticising the state and armed forces 
in order to eliminate the ideological 
confusions. �e military operation in 

North Waziristan was the �rst step in the 
right direction to eliminate terrorism. We 
need to win this war as North Waziristan 
had become an epicenter of terrorism for 
the region.

It has multiplier e�ects on civility, 
economics, society, politics and regional 
power game. �e army and the 
government of Pakistan are at on same 
page and vultures of power politics must 
be ashamed for their conspiratorial 
activities in the country.  Zarb-e-Azb is a 
national campaign to eradicate the 
menace of terrorism from the country 
and politics on this may spoil its long 
term repercussions.  Political rallies and 
processions in support of armed forces of 
Pakistan is a healthy sign but it should 
not be used for toppling the government. 

Sleeper cells in urban areas must be 
dismantled through collective 
information sharing. In the past, 
successive governments had made no 
e�ort to prepare government 
departments and coordinate among them 
to respond in the times of crisis which 
needs to be institutionalized.  It is the 
result of so many research studies/papers 
that states which tend to be successful in 
their wars against terrorism are usually 
those who �gure out the core reasons for 
insurgencies in their countries.  
Moreover, no state wins the war against 
insurgency/terrorism if it is unable to win 
the war of narrative between the state 
and the insurgents. Unless, the state wins 
the war of narrative no sustainable peace 
can be achieved in the country. Sincere 

e�orts ought to be made to win the war 
of narrative. 

�e government of Pakistan needs to 
tackle terrorism within its borders and 
�nd the right balance between force and 
talks with TTP in addition to Pakistan’s 
strategic outlook and internal security 
problems. If Pakistan wishes to solve the 
problems of terrorism permanently as the 
military is �ghting in tribal areas to close 
the �oodgates of terrorism and the real 
game is taking place in the cities of 
Pakistan. Pakistan’s police and criminal 
justice system do not have a good past 
record of capturing terrorists and 
convicting them. A long term solution to 
terrorism involves better capacity for 
police and criminal justice system, state 
winning the war of narrative and the 
institutionalization of moderation in 
�eld of life to shape public opinion 
against insurgents/terrorists.     

�e principle of unity and strength is the 
primary basis of peace and happiness in 
the society and the nation especially in 
the war. Ongoing military operation in 
the NW against the TTP and other 
foreign militants Zarb-e-Azb is not 
another military operation. It is couched 
in the context of negotiations, cease�res 
and serious TTP in�ghting and the most 
recently Karachi Airport attack.
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he above quote may seem like 
an idealized version of the 
system of incarceration and the 

reality of the situation is quite far from this 
idealism, even more so when considering 
the private prison business sector in the 
United States.

Human rights, social and political 
organizations are condemning what they 
rightfully see as an exploitation of an 
inhumane nature which has begun in the 
United States. Nearly 2 million people, 
primarily African Americans and 
Hispanics are incarcerated in the country, 
where the rate of incarceration is the 
highest in the world. A great many of 
those incarcerated in private prisons are 
working for nearly nothing, a system 
which works really well for those who have 
invested in the private prison industry (yes, 

“workers” don’t need any type of 
unemployment insurance, vacation time, 
health insurance, are not absent from work, 
don’t need family time and are never late 

hour. Refusal to work leads to them being 
locked up in isolation in their cells. All 

industry, with no regard for the prisoner.

According to California Prison Focus, “no 
other society in human history has 
imprisoned so many of its own citizens.” 
Ironically, has that led to a decrease in the 

no. Statistically, the United States has 25% 
of the world’s prison population yet only 

prison industry has also grown 
exponentially. Ten years ago, there were 

with a population of 2,000 inmates. Today, 
there are 100 private prisons with a total 

numbers are expected to grow largely in 
the coming decade.

Why there are so many more people 
incarcerated nowadays can be understood 
when looked at the situation from the 

who are locked up, the greater the 
workforce. Investors and shareholders of 
private prisons also encourage and expect 
longer prison sentences for prisoners as 

system feeds itself,” says a study by the 
Progressive Labor Party, which accuses the 
prison industry of being “an imitation of 
Nazi Germany with respect to forced slave 
labor and concentration camps.” Perhaps a 
harsh point of view but one that should be 
examined from a very serious angle.

fastest growing in the United States with 
its investors sitting on Wall Street. It is a 

generating millions of dollars of income 
for its investors. It even has its own 
websites, trade shows, catalogs, 
conventions, etc which is an exploitation of 
the concept of incarceration and the 
incarcerated to its maximum degrees.

responsible for manufacturing a plethora 
of items such as military helmets, 

bullet-proof vests, pants, ID tags, tents, 

headphones, speakers, medical supplies, 
airplane parts, etc… and the list goes on.

Human rights organizations are well 
aware that these are the components 
which directly lead to the incredibly huge 

prisons enjoy. But what can be done about 
it?

One way of looking at the situation is to 
think that prisoners accused of crimes 
should not deserve much and must 
contribute to society and the workforce 
during their time in incarceration rather 
than to enjoy inactivity paid by the tax 
payers. However, many of those who make 
up this private prison population are those 
who have been jailed for non-violent 
crimes. Many are also imprisoned for the 
possession of illegal drugs which carries a 
penalty of 5 years imprisonment without 
parole. At this rate, it is not surprising that 
the rate of incarceration in the United 
States has grown in such high proportions.

Economically speaking, if such a large 
number of industries depend on prisoners 

unemployment rates for the rest of society?

Morally speaking, there is no doubt that a 
system which has pivoted from carrying 
out acts of justice for crimes committed to 
an industry which generates millions and 

possesses many factors which are just 
inherently wrong. It’s one thing to respect 
the law and a court’s decision to punish the 
perpetrators of crimes and to allow them 
to serve their prison sentences respecting 
the terms which were mandated by the 

issue to turn that situation into a privatized 

T
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CRIME

in the United States:

An individual who breaks a law that conscience tells him is 
unjust, and who willingly accepts the penalty of 
imprisonment in order to arouse the conscience of the 
community over its injustice, is in reality expressing the 
highest respect for the law. ----Martin Luther King

Sabria Chowdhury Ballan
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residing in the US. She is a 
columnist on American political and 
legal issues for several international 
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A Big Business and Potential Slavery



�e JUI-F President Maulana 
Fazal-ur-Rehman has been chairing 
Kashmir Committee from many years. 
What is JUI-Fs stance on Kashmir dispute? 

JA:  We very much want to see the end to 
the su�ering of the people in Kashmir. We 
have a stand that it should be resolved 
through UN resolution. Unfortunately, the 
state of Pakistan doesn’t have a policy 
framework and a bottom line on Kashmir. 
We don’t want the scenario where people 
of Kashmir get disappointed. Kashmir is 
an issue that needs resolution for 
everything between India and Pakistan, be 
it trade or foreign relations. Whatever 
negotiations you do with India, it turns 
into a zero sum game that’s why we need 
resolution of the core issues. 

You said that the Kashmir dispute should be 
resolved through UN resolutions. It means 
your party doesn’t support arm struggle in 
Kashmir? 

JA:  We really believe that Kashmiri’s are 
struggling for freedom. We simply believe 
that they are mindful of their rights. But 
we do not support in�ltration by any group 
into Kashmir a�airs and in post 9/11 
scenario; there has been no tolerance for 
such groups. However, the government is 
very much committed to the Kashmir 
cause. We never support any armed group 
whether it’s against India in occupied 
Kashmir. We have a serious contention just 
because we got our own problems.

Listen, the two percent who are �ghting 
against the state whether they are �ghting 
in the name of religion or some sect or 
ethnicity, the state should act against this 
group but the whole sect shouldn’t be 
bashed. But the media happily gives them 
the space and narrative while the 
government simply picks and choses.

Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl [ JUI-F] is a 
moderate religious political party. We 
condemn all types of terrorism and 
extremism and we support government in 
its endeavor to eliminate terrorism. It is a 
misconception that JUI [F] is against 
military operation in North Waziristan, 
but we are trying to engage government 
for adopting a comprehensive 
anti-terrorism policy at state level”, said 
Jan Achakzai in an exclusive interview 
with Economic A�airs. 

E.A: You said that JUI F is a moderate 
political party. How you will de�ne 
extremism?  

JA: Yes, JUI - F is a moderate religious 
political party. Maulana Mufti Mahmud 

who led JUI during the 70s played an 
important role in the formation of 1973 
Constitution for Pakistan. �e 
constitution fundamentals are based on 
Islamic principles and it’s a constitution for 
which all the religious sects agreed. 
�erefore, it is a law of the land and every 
citizen has to obey it and any person, group 
or party which does not obey the law or 
raises arms against the state is extremist 
and needs to be dealt with accordingly. 

�e militancy phenomenon would not be 
switched o� only after military operation 
in Waziristan. �ere are criminal, ethnic 
and sectarian groups operating across the 
country. �ey might have di�erent roles 
but they have the same methodology. �ey 

are brothers in arms. �erefore, we have to 
address all types of militancy because they 
are one in soul. Fighting militancy needs 
more than tactical strategy. You have to 
have a complete policy to deal with it.

How should be this comprehensive policy 
that you are referring to? 

JA:  We need to revisit our foreign policy. 
Wherever American intervention went, 
we saw another militancy arising, be it 
Afghanistan, Iraq or Libya. Give me one 
good reason; if they want to have a base in 
Afghanistan, they would love to create a 
threat perception. We need to eliminate 
this threat as we can’t a�ord to become 
Iraq or Ukraine. I will give you another 
example. You spray the mosquitoes and kill 
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Zarb-e-AzbZarb-e-Azb
wouldn’t just switch militancy

phenomenon o�

as many as you could. If there is pond, 
many would regrow so kill the pond. If you 
clear the pond, crocodiles could be the next 
target.

First of all, we should have a clear vision. If 
we believe militancy is living within our 
con�nes, we have to show zero tolerance to 
deal with it. You cannot just eliminate 
them by making tall claims and telling 
them to stop this bloody business. You may 
not clear them all at once but at least have 
clarity of vision. Don’t lead things to 
confusion. �ese operations have been 
going on for long. Nobody is allowed to 
ask why isn’t it succeeding? Don’t give me 
this unde�ned time frame that it will take 
30 years. We need speci�c answers.

You are suggesting that the government 
should come up with clearheaded policy to 
�ght extremism. Would you support 
government to ban such Islamic Madrassas 
which are a cause of spreading extremism?  

JA:  �ere you are talking about symptoms 
of militancy, not the root causes. �e root 
cause is having used militancy as a weapon 
in the past. Had our policies been turned 
around, it wouldn’t be a big question. I 
wouldn’t rule out the possibility that one 
madrassa may be involved in militancy. 
Madrassa networks openly say they aren’t 
allowing militancy training. If the 
government has any proof of any such 
training, they should just go and smash 
those madrassa’s if Pakistan Protection 
Ordinance (PPO) allows that. �ere are 
more than 18000 madrassa’s in this 
network of Wafaq ul Madaris. 

I am sorry to say that a few NGOs 
operating in Pakistan are using Madrassa 
title as a scape goat to make money. Money 
is being made by these NGOs using three 
issues; security, foreign policy, religious 
façade. �ey are �lling this discourse into 
the mainstream media. We should part our 
ways as a state, as a government. We 
should su�ocate all these people and half 
of the job would be done. 

Do you think that the Red Mosque cleric 
Ghazi Rashid was an extremist as he 

challenged state’s writ?

JA:  At Red Mosque, we all know what 
they did was unacceptable, what the 
government did was also not acceptable. 
�at was excessive use of force. For ten 
militants, you cannot kill hundreds. 
Negotiations were about to be reached but 
Musharraf didn’t allow the negotiation to 
succeed. Same state under Musharraf was 
using them as a double game with the 
Americans. 

At that time media also manipulated the 
narrative. By controlling media outlets, 
resources and its narrative, one could make 
somebody a villain or a hero. I am not 
justifying talibanization, vandalism or 
vigilante justice. State could di�use it 
through pressure tactics, it went for the use 
of harsh power, and no doubt the Lal 
Mosque operation triggered militancy all 
over the country. It provoked Madrassa 
students for a reaction. �ere was already a 
landscape of militancy but it was put on 
�re through that operation.

In your opinion, what prepared the 
landscape for militancy in Pakistan? 

JA:  We taught these people to �ght in 
Afghanistan. �e militant ideology wasn’t 
developed in madrassa’s. �e �nest 
universities and strategic minds developed 
the strategy to �ght Russia in Afghanistan. 
I have heard some retired generals even 
saying today that it’s worth paying the 
price for Indian military pin down through 
a small bunch of militants in Kashmir. �is 
doctrine is still lurking in some retired 
minds.

In FATA where the stakeholders should be 
the parties belonging to the region for 
dialogue but the government wouldn’t give 
weight to the real stakeholders. Dialogue 
was a useful option to resolve this but we 
didn’t use it properly. General Kayani said 
that we would reduce militancy, but I will 
say that we don’t need reduction; we need 
zero tolerance policy against militancy. We 
need to have a comprehensive policy 
framework.



�e JUI-F President Maulana 
Fazal-ur-Rehman has been chairing 
Kashmir Committee from many years. 
What is JUI-Fs stance on Kashmir dispute? 

JA:  We very much want to see the end to 
the su�ering of the people in Kashmir. We 
have a stand that it should be resolved 
through UN resolution. Unfortunately, the 
state of Pakistan doesn’t have a policy 
framework and a bottom line on Kashmir. 
We don’t want the scenario where people 
of Kashmir get disappointed. Kashmir is 
an issue that needs resolution for 
everything between India and Pakistan, be 
it trade or foreign relations. Whatever 
negotiations you do with India, it turns 
into a zero sum game that’s why we need 
resolution of the core issues. 

You said that the Kashmir dispute should be 
resolved through UN resolutions. It means 
your party doesn’t support arm struggle in 
Kashmir? 

JA:  We really believe that Kashmiri’s are 
struggling for freedom. We simply believe 
that they are mindful of their rights. But 
we do not support in�ltration by any group 
into Kashmir a�airs and in post 9/11 
scenario; there has been no tolerance for 
such groups. However, the government is 
very much committed to the Kashmir 
cause. We never support any armed group 
whether it’s against India in occupied 
Kashmir. We have a serious contention just 
because we got our own problems.

Listen, the two percent who are �ghting 
against the state whether they are �ghting 
in the name of religion or some sect or 
ethnicity, the state should act against this 
group but the whole sect shouldn’t be 
bashed. But the media happily gives them 
the space and narrative while the 
government simply picks and choses.

Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl [ JUI-F] is a 
moderate religious political party. We 
condemn all types of terrorism and 
extremism and we support government in 
its endeavor to eliminate terrorism. It is a 
misconception that JUI [F] is against 
military operation in North Waziristan, 
but we are trying to engage government 
for adopting a comprehensive 
anti-terrorism policy at state level”, said 
Jan Achakzai in an exclusive interview 
with Economic A�airs. 

E.A: You said that JUI F is a moderate 
political party. How you will de�ne 
extremism?  

JA: Yes, JUI - F is a moderate religious 
political party. Maulana Mufti Mahmud 

who led JUI during the 70s played an 
important role in the formation of 1973 
Constitution for Pakistan. �e 
constitution fundamentals are based on 
Islamic principles and it’s a constitution for 
which all the religious sects agreed. 
�erefore, it is a law of the land and every 
citizen has to obey it and any person, group 
or party which does not obey the law or 
raises arms against the state is extremist 
and needs to be dealt with accordingly. 

�e militancy phenomenon would not be 
switched o� only after military operation 
in Waziristan. �ere are criminal, ethnic 
and sectarian groups operating across the 
country. �ey might have di�erent roles 
but they have the same methodology. �ey 

are brothers in arms. �erefore, we have to 
address all types of militancy because they 
are one in soul. Fighting militancy needs 
more than tactical strategy. You have to 
have a complete policy to deal with it.

How should be this comprehensive policy 
that you are referring to? 

JA:  We need to revisit our foreign policy. 
Wherever American intervention went, 
we saw another militancy arising, be it 
Afghanistan, Iraq or Libya. Give me one 
good reason; if they want to have a base in 
Afghanistan, they would love to create a 
threat perception. We need to eliminate 
this threat as we can’t a�ord to become 
Iraq or Ukraine. I will give you another 
example. You spray the mosquitoes and kill 
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as many as you could. If there is pond, 
many would regrow so kill the pond. If you 
clear the pond, crocodiles could be the next 
target.

First of all, we should have a clear vision. If 
we believe militancy is living within our 
con�nes, we have to show zero tolerance to 
deal with it. You cannot just eliminate 
them by making tall claims and telling 
them to stop this bloody business. You may 
not clear them all at once but at least have 
clarity of vision. Don’t lead things to 
confusion. �ese operations have been 
going on for long. Nobody is allowed to 
ask why isn’t it succeeding? Don’t give me 
this unde�ned time frame that it will take 
30 years. We need speci�c answers.

You are suggesting that the government 
should come up with clearheaded policy to 
�ght extremism. Would you support 
government to ban such Islamic Madrassas 
which are a cause of spreading extremism?  

JA:  �ere you are talking about symptoms 
of militancy, not the root causes. �e root 
cause is having used militancy as a weapon 
in the past. Had our policies been turned 
around, it wouldn’t be a big question. I 
wouldn’t rule out the possibility that one 
madrassa may be involved in militancy. 
Madrassa networks openly say they aren’t 
allowing militancy training. If the 
government has any proof of any such 
training, they should just go and smash 
those madrassa’s if Pakistan Protection 
Ordinance (PPO) allows that. �ere are 
more than 18000 madrassa’s in this 
network of Wafaq ul Madaris. 

I am sorry to say that a few NGOs 
operating in Pakistan are using Madrassa 
title as a scape goat to make money. Money 
is being made by these NGOs using three 
issues; security, foreign policy, religious 
façade. �ey are �lling this discourse into 
the mainstream media. We should part our 
ways as a state, as a government. We 
should su�ocate all these people and half 
of the job would be done. 

Do you think that the Red Mosque cleric 
Ghazi Rashid was an extremist as he 

challenged state’s writ?

JA:  At Red Mosque, we all know what 
they did was unacceptable, what the 
government did was also not acceptable. 
�at was excessive use of force. For ten 
militants, you cannot kill hundreds. 
Negotiations were about to be reached but 
Musharraf didn’t allow the negotiation to 
succeed. Same state under Musharraf was 
using them as a double game with the 
Americans. 

At that time media also manipulated the 
narrative. By controlling media outlets, 
resources and its narrative, one could make 
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justifying talibanization, vandalism or 
vigilante justice. State could di�use it 
through pressure tactics, it went for the use 
of harsh power, and no doubt the Lal 
Mosque operation triggered militancy all 
over the country. It provoked Madrassa 
students for a reaction. �ere was already a 
landscape of militancy but it was put on 
�re through that operation.

In your opinion, what prepared the 
landscape for militancy in Pakistan? 

JA:  We taught these people to �ght in 
Afghanistan. �e militant ideology wasn’t 
developed in madrassa’s. �e �nest 
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I have heard some retired generals even 
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doctrine is still lurking in some retired 
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In FATA where the stakeholders should be 
the parties belonging to the region for 
dialogue but the government wouldn’t give 
weight to the real stakeholders. Dialogue 
was a useful option to resolve this but we 
didn’t use it properly. General Kayani said 
that we would reduce militancy, but I will 
say that we don’t need reduction; we need 
zero tolerance policy against militancy. We 
need to have a comprehensive policy 
framework.



Coping with

f you want your country to have a 
great economy, it has got to produce 
wealth. And one of the primary ways 
to produce wealth is to manufacture 
di�erent products. But we decided to 

start shipping in cheaper products from 
overseas. At �rst it didn't create too much 
of a problem for our massive economy, 
but eventually the �oodgates opened up 
and we lost tens of thousands of 
manufacturing facilities and millions 
upon millions of good paying jobs. Our 
labour pool was merged with the labour 
pool of countries such as China where it 
is legal to pay cheap labour wages to 
manufacturing workers. Needless to say, 
our manufacturers could not compete 
with that and our middle class started to 
shrink rapidly

By using changes in Chinese imports by 
other low income countries we can 
analyze the e�ect of rising Chinese 
import competition between 1990 and 
2014 on Pakistan local labour markets by 
exploiting cross- market variation in 
import exposure stemming from initial 
di�erences in industry specialization and 
instrumenting for Pakistan imports. 
Rising imports cause higher 
unemployment, lower labour force 
participation, and reduced wages in local 
labour markets that house 
import-competing manufacturing 
industries. Over the recent years, in our 
main speci�cation, import competition 
explains three quarter of the 
contemporaneous aggregate decline in 
Pakistan manufacturing employment. 
Consequently, while we try to negotiate 
with this issue, unemployment and price 

variation in markets also rise sharply in 
more trade-exposed labour markets.

Chinese industry is gaining access to 
long banned foreign technologies, capital 
goods, and intermediate inputs and 
multinational enterprises and is being 
permitted to operate in Pakistan. Credit 
to China, the positive e�ect of internal 
reforms on China’s trade has given them 
accession to the WTO, which gives it 
most-favoured nation status among the 
153 WTO members. While most 
observed trade �ows into Pakistan are the 
result of both supply and demand factors, 
the growth of Chinese exports is largely 
the result of reform-induced changes 
within China.

Economic  analysis �nds that exposure to 
Chinese import competition a�ects local 
labour markets not just through 
manufacturing employment, which 
unsurprisingly is adversely a�ected, but 
also along numerous other margins. 
Import shocks trigger a decline in wages 
that is primarily observed outside of the 
manufacturing sector. Reductions in both 
employment and wage levels lead to a 
steep drop in the average earnings of 
households. 

Rising imports of Chinese goods have 
had signi�cant negative e�ects on 
Pakistan labor markets exposed to 
increased import competition. �ese 
include decreased employment and 
household incomes. �e growing 
relationship between Pakistan and China 
is contributing to changes in the 
structure of the Pakistan economy but 

this has implications for the growth and 
composition of manufacturing output 
and employment. �ese e�ects are 
complex and di�erentiated. Chinese 
competition has had a signi�cant impact 
on Pakistan manufacturing in the period 
since China joined the WTO. Over the 
past decade, the bulk of the increase in 
import penetration of the Pakistan 
market can be attributed to Chinese 
imports. It is now the largest source of 
imports to Pakistan both in aggregate 
and in 17 out of 34 manufacturing 
industries. Its share of the domestic 
market has increased steadily over the 
period from less than ½% in 1995 to 
around 9% in 2014. �e uneven nature of 
import penetration means that some 
industries face very signi�cant 
competition from China. Although 
increased imports from China have 
partly replaced imports from other 
countries, it appears that most of the 
increase in Chinese penetration of the 
market has been at the expense of local 
production.

Pakistan has lost market share to China 
in its major export markets. �is suggests 
that the overall impact of Chinese 
competition on manufacturing 
employment in Pakistan has been 
negative. First there was the loss of jobs 
associated with the displacement of local 
production by imported goods and the 
fact that labour intensive industries were 
particularly badly a�ected by Chinese 
imports meant that the negative impact 
on employment was more than 
proportional to the output displacement.

�e econometric analysis also showed 
that, even controlling for changes in 
output, increases in Chinese import 
penetration tended to reduce 
employment at the industry level. A 
number of di�erent factors could explain 
this. First the exit of the least productive 
�rms would tend to increase the overall 
level of productivity in the industry. 
Second surviving �rms may respond to 
increased competition through defensive 
innovation which raises productivity 
and/or moving out of the most 
labour‐intensive segments of an industry. 
In the absence of �rm level data and 
more disaggregated industrial sectors, it 
is impossible to say which of these e�ects 
have a�ected employment in Pakistan, 
but all three may have played a part.

Chinese imports also re�ect shifts in 
aggregate demand within Pakistan. 
Hence they are an outcome of 
consumption, production and investment 
decisions elsewhere in the economy. We 
need therefore to be wary of assuming 
changes in Chinese import values as a 
consequence of exogenous e�ects, rather 
than endogenous outcomes of domestic 
in�uences.  Similarly, we have not fully 
addressed the possible positive e�ects on 
domestic production of cheaper access to 
capital and intermediate inputs which 
now dominate imports from China. 
Increases in output arising from cheaper 
intermediate inputs and capital would be 
expected to increase employment, but 
these gains may be o�set by the 
substitution of cheaper capital for labour 

or the outsourcing of intermediate input 
production within each �rm. �ese 
relationships though would require 
further investigation.

�irdly, we have only addressed the 
impact of Chinese competition on the 
manufacturing sector and manufacturing 
employment and have not attempted to 
draw conclusions at the macro level 
which would involve considering the 
impacts on the primary and tertiary 
sectors as well. As far as services are 
concerned, imports of low priced 
electronic items from China, for example, 
stimulated demand and employment 
within the retail sector. �e losses in 
employment within electronic market 
were therefore partly o�set by increased 
employment in the retail sector. �is 
focus on manufacturing is justi�ed by the 
key role that is seen by policy makers in 
Pakistan for the industrial sector in 
bringing about a more dynamic economy 
in Pakistan, and the need to achieve more 
rapid economic growth in order to tackle 
the country’s serious employment 
problem.

Another interesting issue with measuring 
trade exposure is that imports from 
China include both �nal goods 
purchased by Pakistan consumers and 
intermediate inputs purchased by 
Pakistan �rms. If trade with China 
increases the variety of inputs to which 
Pakistan producers have access, it may 
raise their productivity, increasing their 
demand for labour and partially 
o�setting the impact of import 

competition in �nal goods. China is 
often the �nal link in the supply chain 
owing to its comparative advantage in 
labour-intensive assembly, which tends 
to be the last stage of production, 
meaning that goods leaving China tend 
to be on their way to consumers. China’s 
place in global production suggests that 
although we do not explicitly account for 
supply chains, our approach still captures 
how imports from China a�ect the 
demand for Pakistan goods.

�e big impact on us is that China's 
economy is maturing. "A powerful China 
has been coming, and we have two 
choices. Either we're at the table, or we're 
on the menu,” China is not the enemy. 
Good news from China is good news for 
Pakistan. Bad news from the Chinese 
economy is bad news here. �e rise of 
China presents a dramatic opportunity 
for Pakistan, especially if it can shift to an 
export-driven economy. Over the next 
decade, the world is going to have 
billions more people entering the middle 
class and the smart companies are already 
starting to cater to that market.
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Over the past decade, the bulk of increase in import penetration of the 
Pakistan market can be a�ributed to Chinese imports. It is now the 

largest source of imports to Pakistan both in aggregate and in 17 out 
of 34 manufacturing industries. Its share of the domestic market has 

increased steadily over the period from less than ½% in 1995 to 
around 9% in 2014.



f you want your country to have a 
great economy, it has got to produce 
wealth. And one of the primary ways 
to produce wealth is to manufacture 
di�erent products. But we decided to 

start shipping in cheaper products from 
overseas. At �rst it didn't create too much 
of a problem for our massive economy, 
but eventually the �oodgates opened up 
and we lost tens of thousands of 
manufacturing facilities and millions 
upon millions of good paying jobs. Our 
labour pool was merged with the labour 
pool of countries such as China where it 
is legal to pay cheap labour wages to 
manufacturing workers. Needless to say, 
our manufacturers could not compete 
with that and our middle class started to 
shrink rapidly

By using changes in Chinese imports by 
other low income countries we can 
analyze the e�ect of rising Chinese 
import competition between 1990 and 
2014 on Pakistan local labour markets by 
exploiting cross- market variation in 
import exposure stemming from initial 
di�erences in industry specialization and 
instrumenting for Pakistan imports. 
Rising imports cause higher 
unemployment, lower labour force 
participation, and reduced wages in local 
labour markets that house 
import-competing manufacturing 
industries. Over the recent years, in our 
main speci�cation, import competition 
explains three quarter of the 
contemporaneous aggregate decline in 
Pakistan manufacturing employment. 
Consequently, while we try to negotiate 
with this issue, unemployment and price 

variation in markets also rise sharply in 
more trade-exposed labour markets.

Chinese industry is gaining access to 
long banned foreign technologies, capital 
goods, and intermediate inputs and 
multinational enterprises and is being 
permitted to operate in Pakistan. Credit 
to China, the positive e�ect of internal 
reforms on China’s trade has given them 
accession to the WTO, which gives it 
most-favoured nation status among the 
153 WTO members. While most 
observed trade �ows into Pakistan are the 
result of both supply and demand factors, 
the growth of Chinese exports is largely 
the result of reform-induced changes 
within China.

Economic  analysis �nds that exposure to 
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manufacturing employment, which 
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is impossible to say which of these e�ects 
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now dominate imports from China. 
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expected to increase employment, but 
these gains may be o�set by the 
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or the outsourcing of intermediate input 
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relationships though would require 
further investigation.
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employment and have not attempted to 
draw conclusions at the macro level 
which would involve considering the 
impacts on the primary and tertiary 
sectors as well. As far as services are 
concerned, imports of low priced 
electronic items from China, for example, 
stimulated demand and employment 
within the retail sector. �e losses in 
employment within electronic market 
were therefore partly o�set by increased 
employment in the retail sector. �is 
focus on manufacturing is justi�ed by the 
key role that is seen by policy makers in 
Pakistan for the industrial sector in 
bringing about a more dynamic economy 
in Pakistan, and the need to achieve more 
rapid economic growth in order to tackle 
the country’s serious employment 
problem.

Another interesting issue with measuring 
trade exposure is that imports from 
China include both �nal goods 
purchased by Pakistan consumers and 
intermediate inputs purchased by 
Pakistan �rms. If trade with China 
increases the variety of inputs to which 
Pakistan producers have access, it may 
raise their productivity, increasing their 
demand for labour and partially 
o�setting the impact of import 

competition in �nal goods. China is 
often the �nal link in the supply chain 
owing to its comparative advantage in 
labour-intensive assembly, which tends 
to be the last stage of production, 
meaning that goods leaving China tend 
to be on their way to consumers. China’s 
place in global production suggests that 
although we do not explicitly account for 
supply chains, our approach still captures 
how imports from China a�ect the 
demand for Pakistan goods.

�e big impact on us is that China's 
economy is maturing. "A powerful China 
has been coming, and we have two 
choices. Either we're at the table, or we're 
on the menu,” China is not the enemy. 
Good news from China is good news for 
Pakistan. Bad news from the Chinese 
economy is bad news here. �e rise of 
China presents a dramatic opportunity 
for Pakistan, especially if it can shift to an 
export-driven economy. Over the next 
decade, the world is going to have 
billions more people entering the middle 
class and the smart companies are already 
starting to cater to that market.
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PAKISTAN

lans announced by the 
Pakistani government to more 
than double the country’s 
power output by building 

upwards of 15 coal-based power plants 
have drawn strong criticism from 
environmentalists who fear the 
consequences for the environment and 
the health of the country’s population. 

�e government plans to generate 
around 15,000 megawatts (MW) of 
electricity from coal-powered plants over 
the next few years, according to the 
federal water and power ministry, in 
response to a chronic energy shortfall. 

“At present, urban and rural areas are 
facing intermittent power disruptions 
totalling 10 and 15 hours every day, 
respectively,” said Arshad Abbasi, water 
and power policy expert at the 
Sustainable Development Policy 

Institute, an Islamabad-based 
independent think tank. 

�e energy crisis becomes graver during 
the scorching summer months of June to 
September, when temperatures soar 
beyond 50 degree Celsius across most of 
the country and the demand for 
electricity shoots up as people turn on air 
conditioners and room coolers. 

But environmentalists say that while the 
new power plants may boost electricity 
generation in the short term and provide 
relief to the public from power cuts, the  
cost to the environment is too great. 

�ey point out that coal is the most 
polluting of all fossil fuels and say the 
government’s plans could increase the 
country’s carbon footprint many times 
over from its current level of 0.8 percent 
of total global carbon emissions.

“Pushing ahead with plans of increasing 
power generation from coal-reliant 
power plants instead of other abundantly 
available sources of energy, which are 
clean and sustainable, shows the present 
government’s utter disregard for 
environment and public health,” said 
Hameed Ullah Jan Afridi, a former 
federal environment minister.

Pakistan currently generates some 13,000 
MW against a demand of 16,000 MW 
which rises to more than 20,000 MW in 
the peak of summer. 

Hydropower accounts for one-third of 
the country’s total power generation, 
while  solar and wind provide less than 
8 MW.  Perhaps in response to 
countrywide public protests about the 
crisis, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has 
stepped up e�orts to reduce the energy 
shortfall as much and as quickly as 

possible. 

On January 31 this year, Sharif 
inaugurated the construction of a $1.6 
billion coal-based power generation 
project in southern �arparkar district, 
despite strong resistance by civil society 
organisations to the initiative. Due to be 
operational by mid-2017, the project 
involves six coal-�red power plants, each 
of which will generate 660 MW.

�e �ar coal �eld has estimated reserves 
of 175 billion tonnes of lignite (brown 
coal), equivalent in energy potential to 
the total oil reserves of Saudi Arabia and 
Iran combined, and could be used to 
produce 100,000 MW of electricity for 
200 years, according to reports by the 
Geological Survey of Pakistan.  
“Undoubtedly, the power project will 
play havoc with (the) desert ecosystem of 
�arparkar, particularly (by 

contaminating) the existing underground 
aquifers, which are fast shrinking and not 
getting recharged due to erratic rainfall 
patterns,” said Ali Akbar Rahimoo, a 
desert ecology expert and head of the 
�arparkar-based Association for Water, 
Applied Education and Renewable 
Energy.

“(With) increased mining of 
underground water to meet needs of coal 
power plants, the depleting aquifers will 
come under pressure, putting the local 
people and livelihood sources at stake,” 
he added.

In April this year, Sharif also gave the 
go-ahead for another 600 MW plant in 

Jamshoro, a district in Sindh province, in 
the country’s south. And in May, the 
government approved two further 
coal-�red power plants in the Gadani 
Power Park in Gadani, a coastal town in 
the south-western province of 
Balochistan. 

Abid Sher Ali, Pakistan’s state minister 
for water and power, said in a telephone 
interview that as many as 10 coal-power 
plants will be built at Gadani, with a 
capacity totalling 6,600 MW, with 
technical and �nancial assistance from 
abroad.

“China has consented to invest in six coal 
power plants, two projects (will) be 
constructed by ANC Dubai and one 
project has been initiated by the 
government of Pakistan,” said Ali, adding 
that the Ciner Group of Turkey had also 
agreed to start work immediately on a 
660 MW coal-powered plant at Gadani.

Meanwhile, in March of this year, 
Punjab’s chief minister, Shahbaz Sharif, 
�nalised a separate plan to generate 
7,800 MW of energy by building six 
coal-�red power plants in the province. 

During a meeting with Pakistan’s �nance 
minister, Ishaq Dar, in Islamabad on 
March 25, the chief minister said that his 
provincial government would complete 
two power plants, generating 1,320 MW 
each, by 2017, with the remaining four 
due to be �nished the following year. 

At a post-budget press conference on 
June 4, Dar described Pakistan’s reliance 
on oil imports to fuel power plants as 
“una�ordable”, blaming spiking oil prices 
as well as the tight foreign account 
situation.

Confronted with a growing oil import 
bill, currently $14 billion annually, the 
country’s private and public oil plants are 

switching over to coal. “�is is a major and 
historic fuel-switching plan, as we 
generate zero percent from coal in 
contrast with neighbouring India, which 
generates nearly 70 percent of its 
electricity from coal-�red power plants,” 
Khwaja Asif, federal minister for water 
and power.

According to the Economic Survey of 
Pakistan, coal accounts for 6 percent of the 
country’s total energy output. 

But environmentalists say they are 
�abbergasted that Prime Minister Sharif, 
who is also minister-in-charge of the 
Federal Climate Change Division, is 
boosting power generation from coal. 

�ey point out that Pakistan could 
generate 100,000 MW of clean power 
from rivers alone, and that the country’s 
estimated solar energy production 
potential is 2.9  million MW per annum.
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historic fuel-switching plan, as we 
generate zero percent from coal in 
contrast with neighbouring India, which 
generates nearly 70 percent of its 
electricity from coal-�red power plants,” 
Khwaja Asif, federal minister for water 
and power.

According to the Economic Survey of 
Pakistan, coal accounts for 6 percent of the 
country’s total energy output. 

But environmentalists say they are 
�abbergasted that Prime Minister Sharif, 
who is also minister-in-charge of the 
Federal Climate Change Division, is 
boosting power generation from coal. 

�ey point out that Pakistan could 
generate 100,000 MW of clean power 
from rivers alone, and that the country’s 
estimated solar energy production 
potential is 2.9  million MW per annum.
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A primary schoolteacher pitching a blackboard with the support of chair past a black smoke-emitting 
coal-run brick kiln in Thatta, a coastal district in southern province of Sindh, Pakistan.
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“Pakistan’s future depends upon variables”



“�ere are many variables that will 
determine the future of Pakistan like the 
security situation which is a major hurdle 
in her way to growth; political stability is 
another variable which if continued can 
ensure her development. Similarly, 
looming energy crises and low literacy are 
other challenges to deal with and 
especially, Pakistan’s relations with its 
neighboring countries in coming years 
will determine the future. However, the 
tremendous potential Pakistan has for 
economic growth cannot be denied. She 
has vast agricultural land, precious natural 
resources and a large consumer market 
that provides an ideal situation for 
investments”, said Peter Heyward, 
Australian High Commissioner to 
Pakistan as he and Mrs. Susan Heyward 
sat down for a conversation with 
Economic A�airs. 

E.A. Do you think the government is 
moving in right direction to build its repute 
as investment friendly country and to take 
over the problem of terrorism?  

Mr. Heyward: �e last general elections in 
Pakistan represented signi�cant milestone 
for consolidating democracy and 
democratic values in Pakistan. �e Nawaz 
government is considered a business 
friendly government and it has initiated 
numerous measures to attract investment 
and to achieve economic stability. It’s 
understandable that complete resolution 
of energy crises will take some time. Some 
Australian companies have also shown 
interest in coal based power projects. 

It seems that the current government has 
a clear vision to eliminate terrorism and 
�ght militancy. Operation Zarb-e-Azb is 
a step in right direction. �ere is news that 
the military is successfully clearing areas 
under Taliban’s control. �e military 
operation was needed but unfortunately, 
militancy is not limited to tribal areas, the 
terrorists have erected roots in 
metropolitans like in Karachi and 
Peshawar are no more considered safe to 
visit. �e government needs a 
comprehensive strategy to deal with 
terrorists and extremists across Pakistan. 
�e military operation in North 
Waziristan only will not work. �ere are 
issues in Karachi, South Punjab and 
Baluchistan to deal with. 

E.A. What kind of economic and commercial 
collaboration/cooperation Australia is 
currently looking for/from Pakistan?

Mr. Heyward: Agriculture, energy and 
education can be major areas of mutual 
cooperation. As I said, Pakistan has vast 
agriculture land and marvelous 
opportunities for dairy and livestock 
farming. Australia also has advanced 

experience of modern agriculture and 
livestock farming. Pakistan is a Muslim 
country, so joint venture in the �eld of 
meat production can be very pro�table to 
export Halal meat especially in Middle 
East. 

Recently, the government of Pakistan has 
announced policy for coal based power 
projects and was welcomed by Australian 
investors. Australian investors are 
interested in making investments in coal 
power plants therefore investment deals 
are being negotiated. 

Investment opportunities also exist in 
mining sector; especially there is vast 
potential in Baluchistan. Unfortunately, 
the previous government’s decision to roll 
back the Reko Diq project hurt the 
investors’ sentiments, but still if the 
government can attract investors in 
Baluchistan by some con�dence building 
measures. I have visited various business 
chambers in Pakistan to meet business 
community and invited them to visit 
Australia to hold investment conferences 
and seminars for teaming up the investor 
communities of both sides.

E.A. How would you term the relationship 
since the inception of diplomatic relations 
between Pakistan and Australia? 

Mr. Heyward: Australia’s relationship 
with Pakistan goes long way back, long 
before we established diplomatic relations 
in 1947. Since then both countries are 
friendly to each other and faced no 
problems. �e two countries in the past 
have collaborated in talks and actions on 
joint ventures relating to agriculture, dairy, 
livestock and mining. Australia provides 
scholarships to Pakistani students every 
year to study at Masters Level in 
Australia. 

Moreover, both countries also have cricket 
ties and I hope that the international 
cricket will soon be restored in Pakistan 
and Australian cricket team once again 
will play on the Pakistani ground. 

E.A. Australian economy is considered the 
most resilient economy in the world. What 
are the speci�c factors of sustainability and 
focus areas for your government?

Mr. Heyward: I think the soundness of 
economy is achieved with good 
management by successive governments. 
Our internationally renowned agriculture, 
construction, resources and tourism 
industries are complemented by dynamic 
and growing knowledge-intensive and 
enabling industries. �ese sectors include 
aviation, aerospace and defense; food and 
agribusiness; biotechnology; information 
communication technology; and health.

Besides good management, a stable 
political environment is increasingly 
important for local and international 
businesses and Australia o�ers one of the 
world’s most stable political environments. 
Australia has been ranked in the top 10 
most politically stable countries in the 
world.

E.A. Australia played an important role for 
the independence of East Timor.  Some of us 
in Pakistan think that Australia can also 
play such a role to get Kashmir issue resolved 
between Pakistan and India. 

Mr. Heyward: I believe that Kashmir is a 
disputed territory between Pakistan and 
India and the dispute must be resolved 
through UN resolution which is pending 
at UN from decades. However, most 
importantly, Pakistan and India need to 
show resolve to conclude this dispute, 
otherwise I am afraid other countries 
wouldn’t be of much help.  Both these 
countries are in possession of nukes and its 
better if they resolve this dispute for the 
sake of future generations. 

E.A. Many students in Pakistan would be 
interested to know how many Australian 
universities are in top ranking in world and 
what is the policy of your government for 
granting visas for education purposes?

Mr. Heyward: More than 7,000 Pakistani 
students have chosen Australia for their 
studies making Australia the second-most 
popular country for education among 
Pakistanis, after Great Britain. I hope that 
this number would continue to grow, as 
more Pakistani students become aware of 
the high-quality educational 
opportunities provided by Australian 
institutions. Five Australian universities 
rank among the world’s top 100 
universities, according to Times Higher 
Education Rankings.

E.A. How do you like Pakistan?

Mrs. Susan Heyward: �e culture of 
Pakistan is fascinating. What fascinates 
me is the history of the area which is very 
ancient and goes back to tens of thousands 
of years. I keep reading about the history 
of the region, the Indus Valley 
Civilization, Harappa and 
Mohenjo-Daro.

I have yet to visit northern areas, Swat, 
Gilgit, Chitral, Kaghan which I have seen 
in books and found very beautiful but 
didn’t actually get a chance to visit.
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t is good that all political parties in 
Pakistan realise the need to reform 
the electoral process in Pakistan and 
pursuing the government for the 

same. �e prime minister has already 
taken initiative to constitute a special 
parliamentary committee comprising 
members of the two houses of 
parliament to take up the issue of 
electoral reforms. However, most of the 
reforms deemed by political parties are 
already on agenda of Election 
Commission of Pakistan. �e 
implementation on these reforms will 
need complete backing of the parliament 
as it will also require amendments in 
pertaining laws. 

Signi�cant reforms were implemented 
by the Election Commission during the 
general elections of May 2013 under its 
�rst Five-Year Strategic Plan 
(2010-2014). �ese reforms include 

introduction of a photographic electoral 
roll with National Identity Card (NIC) 
numbers of all voters, SMS service was 
introduced to assist voters to learn their 
registration status and voting detail, 
separate codes of conduct were 
introduced for media, polling personnel, 
security personnel, election observers 
and political parties. Under its �rst �ve 
year plan, the Election Commission has 
already conducted a feasibility study on 
use of electronic voting machines 
(EVM) and demonstrations were 
organized for political parties. Moreover, 
the ECP also completed the uni�cation 
of election laws and recommended 
important areas for legislation to the 
government before the next general 
elections. Overall, the ECP achieved 80 
percent of the targets set by the �rst �ve 
year plan. 

Building on the success of �rst �ve year 

next general elections due in 2018.

Before introducing the digital vote, the 
parliament needs to make amendments 
in the Representation of Peoples Act 
(ROPA) 1976 and would have to amend 
clauses pertaining to the procedure to 
cast the vote in the ROPA. 

It is estimated that each EVM at the 
current rate would cost around 
Rs40,000. �e ECP would need around 
200,000 such machines for the next 
general polls – at least one for each 
polling booth. ECP o�cials said they 
want to procure EVMs that should have 
an inbuilt biometric voter identi�cation 
system.

Delimiting constituencies
To avoid gerrymandering – the practice 
of drawing boundaries of constituencies 
to establish political advantage for a 
group, the ECP plans to delimit 
constituencies by using the 
Geographical Information System 
(GIS). However, new delimitations are 
conditional to a fresh population census, 
which is due since 2008. ECP in its 
strategic plan has once again asked the 
government to complete fresh census by 
next year.

�e national and provincial assembly 
constituencies were delimited in 2002 on 
the basis of the 1998 population census. 
�e 2008 general elections and the 2013 
polls were conducted on the basis of 
2002 delimitations. New census would 
result into increase of number of seats in 
the legislatives in accordance with the 
ratio of population increase.

A more autonomous body
In its proposed plan, the ECP has 
sought more �nancial and administrative 
autonomy – an ambitious demand that 

would again depend on the will of the 
Parliament. �e election authorities 
want to have a complete control over the 
conduct of the polls to ensure that their 
orders are properly implemented.

Government o�cials on election duties
In its new plan, the ECP has decided to 
make a permanent pool of government 
o�cials to perform election duties. �ese 
o�cials from various federal and 
provincial departments would be given 
training, while the ECP also plans to 
develop mechanisms to evaluate the 
performance these o�cials.

Similarly, ECP plans to set up proper 
o�ces of its own in every district, fully 
equipped with human and �nancial 
resources. Currently, ECP hires services 
of di�erent government departments, 
mostly teachers, for election duties and 
other election related matters including 
enumeration of voters.

Campaign �nance
�e draft reforms package also 
delineated proposals to improve the 
system of political �nance where every 
registered political party would have to 
make sure that they conduct all their 
activities through a bank account and 
records of these would be shared with 
the commission.

Gender issues
�e plan also proposes various measures 
to increase participation of women in the 
electoral process.

Moreover, the ECP will also explore 
operational details if overseas Pakistanis 
can be provided the right to vote for 
their home constituencies from abroad, 
legislation and better operational 
methodologies for internally displaced 
persons (IDP) voting for their home 
constituencies, gender mainstreaming in 
electoral processes and across the 
organization, etc. �e ECP also plans to 
review the draft of the uni�ed election 
laws and recommend improvements on 
the basis of work already done and 
learning from the 2013 General 
Elections.

�e strategic vision of the ECP is more 
result-oriented than activity-centred. It 
feels itself accountable to the Pakistani 
nation for its actions and will strive hard 
to achieve the cherished goal of winning 
their complete trust.
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I plan, the ECP has already unveiled its 
Second Five Year Strategic Plan 
covering the period from 2014 to 2018. 

�e Second Five-Year Plan comprises of 
162 objectives grouped under 13 broader 
goals, is a comprehensive reform agenda. 
Amongst many others, the plan covers 
most of the demands of political parties 
for electro reforms, including use of 
electronic voting machines (EVM), 
biometric voter identi�cation and 
delimitation of constituencies through 
the Geographic Information System 
(GIS). 

�e digital vote
Under the new strategic plan, the 
election authorities will use EVMs as a 
pilot project in the by-elections this year. 
�e commission plans to roll out these 
machines throughout the country by 
mid-2017 so that they can be used in the 

draws up ambitious
plan for next 5 years



t is good that all political parties in 
Pakistan realise the need to reform 
the electoral process in Pakistan and 
pursuing the government for the 

same. �e prime minister has already 
taken initiative to constitute a special 
parliamentary committee comprising 
members of the two houses of 
parliament to take up the issue of 
electoral reforms. However, most of the 
reforms deemed by political parties are 
already on agenda of Election 
Commission of Pakistan. �e 
implementation on these reforms will 
need complete backing of the parliament 
as it will also require amendments in 
pertaining laws. 

Signi�cant reforms were implemented 
by the Election Commission during the 
general elections of May 2013 under its 
�rst Five-Year Strategic Plan 
(2010-2014). �ese reforms include 

introduction of a photographic electoral 
roll with National Identity Card (NIC) 
numbers of all voters, SMS service was 
introduced to assist voters to learn their 
registration status and voting detail, 
separate codes of conduct were 
introduced for media, polling personnel, 
security personnel, election observers 
and political parties. Under its �rst �ve 
year plan, the Election Commission has 
already conducted a feasibility study on 
use of electronic voting machines 
(EVM) and demonstrations were 
organized for political parties. Moreover, 
the ECP also completed the uni�cation 
of election laws and recommended 
important areas for legislation to the 
government before the next general 
elections. Overall, the ECP achieved 80 
percent of the targets set by the �rst �ve 
year plan. 

Building on the success of �rst �ve year 

next general elections due in 2018.

Before introducing the digital vote, the 
parliament needs to make amendments 
in the Representation of Peoples Act 
(ROPA) 1976 and would have to amend 
clauses pertaining to the procedure to 
cast the vote in the ROPA. 

It is estimated that each EVM at the 
current rate would cost around 
Rs40,000. �e ECP would need around 
200,000 such machines for the next 
general polls – at least one for each 
polling booth. ECP o�cials said they 
want to procure EVMs that should have 
an inbuilt biometric voter identi�cation 
system.

Delimiting constituencies
To avoid gerrymandering – the practice 
of drawing boundaries of constituencies 
to establish political advantage for a 
group, the ECP plans to delimit 
constituencies by using the 
Geographical Information System 
(GIS). However, new delimitations are 
conditional to a fresh population census, 
which is due since 2008. ECP in its 
strategic plan has once again asked the 
government to complete fresh census by 
next year.

�e national and provincial assembly 
constituencies were delimited in 2002 on 
the basis of the 1998 population census. 
�e 2008 general elections and the 2013 
polls were conducted on the basis of 
2002 delimitations. New census would 
result into increase of number of seats in 
the legislatives in accordance with the 
ratio of population increase.

A more autonomous body
In its proposed plan, the ECP has 
sought more �nancial and administrative 
autonomy – an ambitious demand that 

would again depend on the will of the 
Parliament. �e election authorities 
want to have a complete control over the 
conduct of the polls to ensure that their 
orders are properly implemented.

Government o�cials on election duties
In its new plan, the ECP has decided to 
make a permanent pool of government 
o�cials to perform election duties. �ese 
o�cials from various federal and 
provincial departments would be given 
training, while the ECP also plans to 
develop mechanisms to evaluate the 
performance these o�cials.

Similarly, ECP plans to set up proper 
o�ces of its own in every district, fully 
equipped with human and �nancial 
resources. Currently, ECP hires services 
of di�erent government departments, 
mostly teachers, for election duties and 
other election related matters including 
enumeration of voters.

Campaign �nance
�e draft reforms package also 
delineated proposals to improve the 
system of political �nance where every 
registered political party would have to 
make sure that they conduct all their 
activities through a bank account and 
records of these would be shared with 
the commission.

Gender issues
�e plan also proposes various measures 
to increase participation of women in the 
electoral process.

Moreover, the ECP will also explore 
operational details if overseas Pakistanis 
can be provided the right to vote for 
their home constituencies from abroad, 
legislation and better operational 
methodologies for internally displaced 
persons (IDP) voting for their home 
constituencies, gender mainstreaming in 
electoral processes and across the 
organization, etc. �e ECP also plans to 
review the draft of the uni�ed election 
laws and recommend improvements on 
the basis of work already done and 
learning from the 2013 General 
Elections.

�e strategic vision of the ECP is more 
result-oriented than activity-centred. It 
feels itself accountable to the Pakistani 
nation for its actions and will strive hard 
to achieve the cherished goal of winning 
their complete trust.
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plan, the ECP has already unveiled its 
Second Five Year Strategic Plan 
covering the period from 2014 to 2018. 

�e Second Five-Year Plan comprises of 
162 objectives grouped under 13 broader 
goals, is a comprehensive reform agenda. 
Amongst many others, the plan covers 
most of the demands of political parties 
for electro reforms, including use of 
electronic voting machines (EVM), 
biometric voter identi�cation and 
delimitation of constituencies through 
the Geographic Information System 
(GIS). 

�e digital vote
Under the new strategic plan, the 
election authorities will use EVMs as a 
pilot project in the by-elections this year. 
�e commission plans to roll out these 
machines throughout the country by 
mid-2017 so that they can be used in the 
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In under developed countries about 4% of older people are at risk of 
mal-nutrition. They need home nursing and community care. The risk 
of dementia rises sharply with old age, and about ¼ th of people over 

85 years of age have some degree of cognitive decline. 

its E�ects and Challenges
AGEINGAGEING
its E�ects and Challenges



y ageing is meant the process 
occurring in living organisms 
due to the increasing age. As 
people age, they undergo 

myriads of changes----both biological 
and psychological. �e most marked 
change which occurs is in their cognitive 
functions i.e. in the mental processes of 
acquiring knowledge and understanding 
of the outside world. �is appears in their 
‘attention’ and ‘memory’. �ey show 
signi�cant de�cits in tasks that involve 
active manipulation, reorganization or 
integration of the contents of working 
memory.

Certain decline in memory can be 
attributed to normal ageing but there are 
certain changes, which are symptoms of 
pathological ageing, particularly 
Alzheimer’s disease, which can seriously 
a�ect their mental health. Often the older 
people may attend to focal or salient 
information, but fail to take account of 
peripheral detail. �e gerontologists 
suggest that the old people have generally 
a good episodic memory which involves 
encoding, storage or retrieval processes. 
Many old people have short term memory 
i.e. they forget where they had parked 
their car. �is is due to poor encoding and 
divided attention, which is impaired by 
ageing.

Surprisingly the older adults are very good 
at semantic memory which refers to one’s 
store of general knowledge, including 
knowledge of words and concepts, in 
which they even excel the younger people. 
However they feel di�culty in retrieving 
the names of persons and places.

Quite often the chronological age of a 
person may not correlate with his 
functional age i.e. two persons may be of 
the same age, but di�er in their mental 
and physical conditions, depending on 
their environment   and life-style.  

�e 21st century has witnessed that in 
almost every country, the population of 
people aged over 60 years is growing faster 
than any other age group due to both 
longer life expectancy and declining 
fertility rates. �is is because of sound 
public health policies framed by most 
countries (Pakistan being an exception).  
A recent survey has revealed that between 
the year 2000 and 2050, the proportion of 
world’s population over 60 years will 
double from 11% to 22% i.e. from 605 
million to 2 billion. �is indicates that the 
world population is rapidly ageing. �e 
low and middle income countries will 
experience the most rapid and dramatic 
changes. �e survey further reveals that in 
France, the people over 65 years of age 
have doubled in 100 years, whereas against 

this it will take countries like Brazil and 
China to reach the same growth in less 
than 25 years.  

In under developed countries about 4% of 
older people are at risk of mal-nutrition. 
�ey need home nursing and community 
care. �e risk of dementia rises sharply 
with old age, and about ¼ th of people 
over 85 years of age have some degree of 
cognitive decline. One heartening factor 
in our traditional societies is that older 
people are respected as ‘elders’ because of 
our joint family system particularly in our 
rural society. But this is not the case in 
most other countries where this ‘ageism’ is 
less respected. In most �ird World 
countries they are regarded as weak and 
redundant and of no use to the society. 
�ey become subject to ‘elder abuse’ and 
feel neglected and helpless.

�is gives rise to the vital question: What 
can keep the older people �t and healthy 
and happy so that they don’t become a 
burden to the younger lot, and be able to 
lead lives of their own choice with grace 
and dignity? A recent study in India 
interviewed a number of notable and 
successful nonagenarians who regarded 
some common factors responsible for 
their longevity and happiness which are 
enumerated here.  1) �ey took low fat 
and high �ber food, at regular intervals, 
and in small quantities. 2) �eir morning 
regime included work outs, yoga, brisk 
walks, cycling or light exercises. 3) �ey 
austerely observed a very strict time table 
for work, and did not brook interruption 
or interference. 4) �ey never sat idle and 
kept themselves engaged in some fruitful 
activity. 5) �ey led much regulated lives 
with no uncertainties to boot avoiding all 
tensions and worries. 6) �ey cut down on 
their intake of food and drink. 7) �ey 
enjoyed a modicum of �nancial security, 
enough to meet their future needs and 
expenses for medical treatment etc. 8) For 
most of the part of their daily routine; they 
kept cool and never lost temper. 9) Instead 
of whiling their time in other’s a�airs, they 
kept a hobby or two like gardening or 
teaching the children.

Since there is a rapid increase in the 
number of older people everywhere, the 
world in the 21st century has braced itself 
to cope with this problem by providing 
adequate health schemes and insurance 
policies to these teeming millions to give 
them proper health cover and let them 
lead decent and self-respecting lives 
alongside the younger population.  
Extensive legislation is introduced in the 
US and UK several times in a year to 
ensure better deal to the Senior Citizens 
and other needy segments of  society to 

provide better health cover to compensate  
for their in�rmities and disabilities  due to 
age. But unfortunately there is no such 
move in Pakistan.  It is indeed very 
shocking   to learn that a U.N. backed 
Global Age Watch Index 2013 has ranked 
Pakistan among the three worst countries 
in the world to grow old without 
concomitant safeguards. When low 
income countries  like Bolivia and Sri 
Lanka o�er free health care, Pakistan has 
been ranked 89th on the list of 91 
countries which are the worst a�ected by 
the older population. It is shameful that 
Pakistan’s ranking is lower than its 
neighbouring countries such as Sri Lanka 
(36), India (73), and Nepal (77). �is is the 
�rst ever survey by an international agency 
to know the quality of life its Senior 
Citizens enjoy in these countries. �e 
ranking was based on 13 indicators 
relating to income security, health status, 
education and employment etc. Pakistan 
must seriously consider how it will cope 
with this problem when its present 10 
million people of over 60 years of age 
would multiply by four times that number 
in 2050, i.e. in the next 35 years according 
to the present rate of increase in older 
population. 

It is no less shocking that in a country of 
180 million there are only 11 NGOs 
working ( all based in major cities like 
Karachi and Lahore ) for providing 
housing and medical services to the 
elderly which too fall far   short of 
international standards.

Besides the utter lack of health facilities, 
there are also no pension schemes or 
insurance coverage for the old people to 
sustain them in their old age when they 
have no other means of income. �is 
leaves the old people in great distress. Our 
close-knit joint family system is also 
falling apart which had hitherto provided 
help and succor to our ‘elders’. With this 
demographic change, our older 
population would be thrown out from 
under their roofs into the open sky which 
is too horrible a prospect for us to imagine. 
�is problem is no less ominous than 
other problems the government is faced 
with at present. It is therefore essential 
that the government takes into account 
the gravity of this matter and take 
necessary short and long term measures to 
cope with the swelling number of older 
population. 

B
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itcoins have surged 
many-fold in value since last 
year. �e concept is simple – 
use of peer-to-peer 

technology to operate and no central 
supervisory authority managing the 
transactions. Issuance of Bitcoins is 
carried out collectively by the network. 
Being an open source, Bitcoin’s design is 
public, everyone can take part and 
nobody owns or controls the Bitcoin.

What is it?
Developed in 2009, Bitcoin is a digital 
currency which can be used for personal 
or business transactions. As a form of 
payment service, Bitcoin has seen rapid 
growth as merchants have an incentive 
to accept it lower fee than credit cards. 
Bitcoins are created by a process called 
‘mining’ whereby a complex 
mathematical algorithm needs to be 
solved.   

Bitcoin’s pseudonymous creator, Satoshi 
Nakamoto (who could be a single person 
or a group of people), solved three key 
problem central to all currencies: 

How to limit the supply,

How to stop the users from 
spending the same unit of currency 
over and over, and

How to prevent the counterfeiting.

On the face of it, the idea is extremely 
intelligent and attractive and hence, the 
surge in the value of Bitcoin (see �gure 
below).  

�ose who loaded up early on Bitcoin 
has earned a tremendous return, with 
one Norwegian student who reportedly 
spent $26.5 “on the stu� ” in 2009 and 
forgot about it until Bitcoin became the 
biggest thing on the internet in 2013 
when he logged back to bitcoin banking 
site to see his that his investment was 
worth $885,520.  

Economic Foundations of Bitcoin
From economy theory standpoint, the 
roots of bitcoin can be traced to 
Austrian School of Economics whereby 
Ludwig von Mises and Friedrich A. 

Hayek were huge critics of the existing 
�at money system and interventions 
(such as recent quantitative easing and 
open market operations) undertaken by 
the government. �is, according to 
Austrian School, exacerbated the 
business cycles and volatility, leading to 
higher in�ation.

According to Von Mises and Hayek, 
expansion of bank credit as a result of 
low interest rates causes money supply 
to expand in the fractional reserve 
banking system, which in turn results in 
interest rates kept arti�cially low. 
Although this would lead to rise in 
investments and consumption in the 
short-term, however, over time, this 
widespread imbalance and expanded 
central bank balance sheet can no longer 
be sustained, leading to recession.

Hayek, in his in�uential publication, 
Denationalisation of Money (1976) 
posits that governments should not have 
a monopoly over the issuance of money. 
Instead, he is of the view that any 
currencies able to guarantee a stable 
purchasing power would eliminate other 
less stable currencies from the market. 
Such a competitive system would result 
in highly e�cient monetary system 
where only stable currencies would 
coexist, according to Hayek (1976).

In line with the principles of Hayek on 
monetary policy, the supporters of 
Bitcoin share similar ideas. 

�ey see bitcoin as a good 
alternative to ending the monopoly, 
which central banks have on the 
money supply and supply of money. 

Investors in bitcoin notice 
similarity between bitcoin and gold 
standard period, which also 
happened to be the most stable 
economic period in the modern 
�nancial history. 

Bitcoin investors are big 
proponents of existing fractional 
reserve banking system.

On the other hand, there are two key 
di�erences between Austrian school and 
the characteristics of bitcoin. 

Bitcoin has no intrinsic value like 
gold and instead, and instead, 
comprises of mere bits stored in the 
computer. 

�e system fails to satisfy the 
“Misean Regression �eorem” 
according to which, the money is 
accepted not as a result of 
government pronouncement, but 
because it has its roots in a 
commodity expressing a certain 
purchasing power.

Monetary aspects of bitcoin

As bitcoin is a decentralized system with 
no central monetary authority, the new 
money is created and stored into the 
system only through the mining activity, 
whereby complex algorithms need to be 
solved. �erefore, the supply of money 
does not depend on the monetary policy 
of any existing or virtual central bank. 
According to Bitcoin website, the 
scheme has been devised in such a way 
that the money supply will develop at a 
predictable pace (see �gure below).

�e algorithms to be solved become 
increasingly complicated, which would 

lead to bitcoins generated per block 
reducing geometrically, with 50% 
reduction every four years. �e result is 
that number of bitcoins in circulation 
will reach 21 million by 2040, after 
which it will stop growing.

Role of central banks
Although the rules of virtual currency 
game have yet to be decided, the idea is 
being embraced at the highest levels of 
Finance. Ben Bernanke, the former 
Chairman of the Federal Reserve said 
that digital currencies “may hold 
long-term promise”. 

Central banks worldwide have expressed 
increased scepticism on the future of 
bitcoin, as well as warned their citizens 
to exercise caution in using the virtual 
currency. Just like a rise in price of 
precious metal like gold, rise in the value 
of bitcoin indicates to central bankers 
that investors are losing trust in the 
currencies (which are backed by the 
central banks). �erefore, it is not in the 
interests of any central bank that 
currencies such as bitcoin gain 
popularity amongst investors.

�is is particularly the case in 
contemporary macroeconomic 

environment where monetary base of 
major central banks such as Federal 
Reserve, Bank of England and Bank of 
Japan have expanded rapidly, whereas 
the supply of gold and bitcoin is �nite, 
indicating their potential attractiveness 
to investors from the limited supply 
standpoint.

In order for the bitcoin to gain traction 
with big investors, it is vital that bitcoin 
be regulated, so that these institutional 
investors (mainly pension funds and 
insurance companies) could potentially 
take the currency more seriously as a 
‘store of value’ and ‘unit of account’ only 
after a credible regulatory procedure has 
been adapted. As regards its regulation, 
it is not so straightforward to regulate 
bitcoin, as recently found by Securities 
and Exchange Commission (SEC) and 
Commodities Futures Trading 
Commission (CFTC) o�cials, due to 
absence of a central issuer or network 
operator to regulate.

Arguably, greater attention from 
regulators such as SEC and CFTC, 
along with Financial Conduct Authority 
(FCA) and Prudential Regulatory 
Authority (PRA), coupled with greater 
combined action from regulators 
globally would mean that a framework is 
likely to be put in place for consumer 
protection and for the future prospects 
of the bitcoin.

JULY 2014 22 w w w . e c o n o m i c a � a i r s . c o m . p k

ECONOMY

B

Bitcoin has earned a tremendous return, with one Norwegian 
student who reportedly spent $26.5 “on the stu�” in 2009 and 

forgot about it until Bitcoin became the biggest thing on the 
internet in 2013 when he logged back to his bitcoin banking site 

to see that his investment was worth $885,520. 

a smart idea increasingly
gaining importance
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that number of bitcoins in circulation 
will reach 21 million by 2040, after 
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Role of central banks
Although the rules of virtual currency 
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Finance. Ben Bernanke, the former 
Chairman of the Federal Reserve said 
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long-term promise”. 

Central banks worldwide have expressed 
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to exercise caution in using the virtual 
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currencies (which are backed by the 
central banks). �erefore, it is not in the 
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popularity amongst investors.
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major central banks such as Federal 
Reserve, Bank of England and Bank of 
Japan have expanded rapidly, whereas 
the supply of gold and bitcoin is �nite, 
indicating their potential attractiveness 
to investors from the limited supply 
standpoint.

In order for the bitcoin to gain traction 
with big investors, it is vital that bitcoin 
be regulated, so that these institutional 
investors (mainly pension funds and 
insurance companies) could potentially 
take the currency more seriously as a 
‘store of value’ and ‘unit of account’ only 
after a credible regulatory procedure has 
been adapted. As regards its regulation, 
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and Exchange Commission (SEC) and 
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a bit and see what 
else appears within 
this palimpsest:

*Seerah  *Shamail  
*Dalail  *Madah al 
Nabi (or 
Na'at-e-Nabvi in 
Persian)  *Tafseer 
and  *Maghazi

�e Maghazi are of 
particular interest to 
me due to my own 
proud military service 
on behalf of my 
nation.  So when the 
Taliban declare an 
operational posture 
and announce the 
beginning of the Badr 
Spring O�ensive, it is 
time for me to pull all 
archives regarding the 

Ghazwa of Badr.  One of 
the primary archives for me on 

this battle?  It is the work of a man 
who is buried in Damascus in the 
al-Sagheer Cemetery. His name is Imam 
Ibn al-Kayyem.

Why is this discussion important? Not 
working against, but not working with, 
let me explain.... �e National Security 
Agency  maintains a distinct operational 
posture. It supports an  aggressive 
environment under the banner of our 
national security interest.  What is 
written today within the privacy of my 
home is available (should there be an 
interest) with an analytical expedition 
which begins with the input of my name 
and IP address.  Saraya. 
Expedition/raiding party. �e  NSA 
posture is to capture and archive one 
hundred percent of what is swirling 
across the planet in nanoseconds of time: 
the spoken and written word. Skype, 
Facebook, Google, Yahoo, Twitter, any e 
mail account,  and all phone call  �nd a 
nesting place within the world of SigInt 
(Signals Intelligence)

Aggregation and con�guration of data 
�nd their way to the desks of analysts. 
But whether it is white ants v. black ants, 
clay products, or E=mc2, looking at the 
aforementioned minus an ability to 
decode, present as distinct challenges.  
�e scriptio inferior may remain hidden.

t took �ve years before I felt 
comfortable enough within the world 
of Islam to formulate a conceptual 
de�nition of the word.  In 2009, 

within both private corridor writing and 
public discourse I began to refer to Islam 
as a gestalt.

Gestalt:  A physical, biological, 
psychological, or symbolic con�guration 
or pattern of elements so uni�ed as a 
whole that its properties cannot be 
derived from a simple summation of its 
parts.

�e Islamic gestalt encompasses the 
cultural expression and pattern of 

behaviors which are exhibited with 
degrees of variation within 
Muslim-majority regions and her 
micro-communities. But in an era of 
digital communication this gestalt has 
become energized.  My de�nition of 
Islam now requires an expansion that 
identi�es how geopolitical Islam 
establishes a cadence.  Geopolitical Islam  
works o� the primary source documents 
considered fundamental to the tenets of 
governance. Geopolitical Islam works o� 
a palimpsest.

Background:
A palimpsest is a manuscript, page from a 
scroll or a book which has had the text 

scraped or washed o� so that it can be 
used again.  Most palimpsest available to 
modern scholars are made of parchment 
prepared from animal hides, a product 
which is inherently more durable than 
papyrus.  When papyrus came into more 
common usage, the recycle of parchment  
was diminished because the papyrus was 
cheaper and easier to produce. A few 
papyrus palimpsests still exist. �e 
Romans made reference to a process of 
“washing” papyrus with milk and oat 
bran. Over time, the faint remains of 
prior writing would reappear with 
su�cient legibility so that scholars could 
read the text. �is writing is referred to as 

“scriptio inferior”.

�e Archimedes Palimpsest is of 
immense interest to scholars.  �is 13th 
century prayer book contains scriptio 
inferior from earlier centuries.  �ese 
texts include “�e Method” and 
“Stomachion”, two treatise by 
Archimedes.  �e Codex Ephraemi 
Rescriptus is another well-known work.  
Fifth century writings in Greek (portions 
of the Old and New Testaments) are 
covered with the work of Ephraem the 
Syrian, written in a hand of the twelfth 
century.

So how does Islam present as a palimpsest?
Islam began as  spoken word. It was 
carried along by oration, written down on 
pieces of bleached bone,  and scraps of 
hide.  Under the Caliph Umar, Zaid bin 
�abbit was chosen to verify available  
parchments,  compare the words of the 
Hafz (memorizers of the Qur'an), and 
create what came to be known as the 
Mushaf ( manuscript) of Hafsah.  �is 
work took place within 2.5 years of 
Prophet Muhammad's death.  During 
the time of Caliph Uthman, Zaid bin 
�abbit was called back to standardize 
Qur'anic script. �e practice of writing 
down the Qur'an in Arabic dialects, and 
the availability of di�erent  scripts led to 
the belief that the written word must be 
placed in context of the Qurashi dialect, 
that which was spoken by the Prophet 
himself. Once the Qur'an was placed 
within the desired dialect, seven copies 
were made and sent out to the various 
governments.  �e people were directed 

to destroy all other existing copies. �e 
Mushaf of Hafsah itself was not 
destroyed. It remained for many 
centuries until it was destroyed in a �re 
which engulfed the library of Damascus. 
Of the seven original copies, the status of 
two are known.  �ese are retained in 
Tashkent and Istanbul. An incomplete 
copy is in the custody of the British 
Museum. D W N.

�e Qur'an cannot be separated from the 
Sunnah. So it was,  the muhaddithun 
hurried along archiving the sayings and 
actions of the founder of the Islamic 
gestalt.  Hadith literally means saying or 
conversation. But the de�nition is 
expanded to include actions and code of 
conduct.  �e Sunni ascribe to as-Sihaah 
as-Sittah (the “sound six”), whilst the 
Shi'a con�gure their collections a bit 
di�erently. �e oldest collection of 
Hadith is the Muwatta' of Maalik. �e 
largest collection, the Musnad of Ahmad.

�e Qur'an and Sunnah are not 
considered “scriptio inferior”, rather 
bedrock. But is is the immense body of 
writing which follows that provides fuel 
for the doctrinal engine of geopolitical 
Islam and her expressive function today.

A loyalist of Sayyed Qutb  will hold that 
the Qur'an has seven layers of meaning. 
�e twenty-four hours in a day will be 
strictly ordered by belief. Al-Fatiha is to 
be recited seventeen times. Not sixteen 
nor eighteen times. Seventeen is the 
magical number.

Let's take a moment to wash the papyrus 
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�e twenty-four hours in a day will be 
strictly ordered by belief. Al-Fatiha is to 
be recited seventeen times. Not sixteen 
nor eighteen times. Seventeen is the 
magical number.

Let's take a moment to wash the papyrus 

JULY 201425w w w . e c o n o m i c a � a i r s . c o m . p k

RELIGION

Tammy Swofford
The writer is a freelance journalist 

and author of the novel Arsenal. She 
can be reached at 

tammyswofford@yahoo.com



more than three-fold increase 
in HIV among intravenous 
drug users over the last eight 
years has alarmed public 

health o�cials in Pakistan. �e number of 
drug users infected with HIV has 
increased from 11 per cent to 37 per cent 
during the last eight years.

Azmat, aged 36, living in a slum in 
Islamabad who is a carpenter by 
profession typi�es this trend. A heroin 
user for the last 14 years, he has no idea 
how he contracted HIV. He did not even 
realize it was a risk.

“I started using drugs within six months 
of marriage because I loved a girl I could 
not marry.  In order to forget her, I started 
using tranquilizers. When tranquilizers 
failed to provide peace of mind I started 
taking Charas and ultimately I shifted to 
heroin from the last six years and now I’ve 
realized that I cannot live without it”, 
Azmat commented.

Speaking about treatment, Azmat said he 
obtained drug rehabilitation treatment 
almost 12 times during the last 14 years 
but could not get rid of this addiction. He 
said normally the drug rehabilitation 
centers kept him for one month for the 
purpose of treatment but once he was 
back home he started doing drugs again. 

Talking about his plan for the treatment 
now, he said, “I don’t want to waste any 
money on this treatment. I was told by the 
hospital where I got treatment that I have 
HIV but I don’t believe them because 
what I have heard is that HIV spreads 
after having sex with the prostitutes but I 
have never had it so why would I be HIV 
positive’”.

When asked about his children whether 
they go to school, Azmat said they used to 
go to school earlier but when I realized it 
is di�cult for me to continue their studies, 
they dropped o� from school and now 
two of my boys are working in a 
motorbike workshop. My elder daughter 
also works with her mother and the rest of 
three kids stay at home.

“I have six children and this is God’s 
blessing upon me because they have 
started taking responsibility of earning 
livelihood”.

Speaking about the behavior of people 
Azmat said most of the people do not 
even like to talk to him and think of him 
as he is the world’s most wanted person 
and a criminal. “But I don’t care whatever 
they think about me”, Azmat commented.

�e United Nations O�ce on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC) in its report presented 
a very alarming situation for Pakistan in 
terms of increasing trend of drug usage. 
According to the report 6.7 million people 
are using drugs in Pakistan, 4 million 
people are using Charas, 860,000 people 
are taking heroin.

�e report says that the most dangerous 
trend in Pakistan which has seen a 
signi�cant rise in the recent past is 
injecting drug users which stand at 
430,000. Not only this but 1.6 million 
people are addicted to painkillers and 1.5 
million people are using 
tranquilizers/sedatives. Average age of 
drug users is 25-39 years while 20 per cent 
of the drug users consume more than one 
illicit drug. It says that 4.25 million drug 
users are dependent on drugs and need 
professional help.

�e UNODC in its report mentioned 
that out of these 430,000 injecting drug 
users 423,000 are male users while 7,000 
of them are female. �e trend of taking 

painkillers and tranquilizers is increasing 
among females and majority of them 
belong to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Baluchistan. 

Dr Nadeem ur Rehman UNODC 
Advisor on HIV and Drug Use in his 
interview with this scribe also presented a 
horrible picture of drug usage in Pakistan 
saying that with every passing year there 
has been an enormous surge in HIV 
infected people among those who are drug 
injecting users.

In 2008, drug users with HIV were 21 
percent which rose to 37 percent in 2011. 
If this trend continues then it would be 
very dangerous for a country like Pakistan 
where the treatment process is already 
below par. Dr. Nadeem further said that 
only 1990 beds are available for drug 
treatment in Pakistan and the resources 
are handful.

Speaking about HIV, he said 87 per cent 
of the total drug users have no knowledge 
about HIV and its prevalence. �ey do not 
even know the harmful impact of sharing 
the syringe which is a major cause of HIV 
transfusion. He said this could only be 
controlled through a strict operation by 
the government to seize and apprehend 
the drug dealers and stop its sale in the 
streets. Secondly the government should 
start an e�ective awareness campaign at 
school level and kids should be educated 
at early age.

It is pertinent to mention here that 
Pakistan Bureau of Statics conducted a 
comprehensive survey with the support of 
Ministry of Narcotics Control and 
UNODC. According to this survey a 
questionnaire with the help of 
international experts was formulated and 
these questionnaires were distributed 
among 62,000 units across the country in 
rural and urban areas of Pakistan. A series 
of surveys was conducted throughout the 
four provinces and Pakistan-administered 
Kashmir. An important factor according 
to this survey has revealed that the trend 
of drug usage was very common among 
the age of 25-39 than the ages of 15 to 24.

 �e government in its Vision 2025 has 
fully addressed this issue and that was the 
reason Pakistan Bureau of Statics was 
given task to hold a countrywide survey in 
order to get a complete picture of drug 
usage in Pakistan.
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pproximately only 5.6 percent 
of Pakistan’s population 
resides in Baluchistan, but the 
province occupies about 44% 

of the country's total land mass. �e 
largely underdeveloped province is prone 
to natural hazards including �oods, 
earthquakes, cyclones and droughts. �e 
people in Baluchistan are also facing 
human induced disasters such as civil 
unrest, terrorism and health epidemics. 

Above all, the province of Baluchistan 
lies in a seismically active region, which 
has experienced devastating earthquakes 
in the past. �e province has a 770 km 
long coast line and the population living 
at the coastal line is always at risk of from 
tidal waves and tsunamis. It also has a 
history of droughts. Unfortunately, the 
provincial government lacks the 
resources to deal with natural and human 
induced disasters. 

In order to improve the provincial 
government’s capacity for disaster 
management, the United Nations World 
Food Programme (WFP) has handed 
over the management of a Humanitarian 
Response Facility (HRF) to the 
Provincial Disaster Management 
Authority (PDMA) of Balochistan. �e 
facility is located in Chashma Achozai, 
Quetta district. Lola Castro, WFP 
Representative and Hashim Khan 
Ghilzai, Director General, PDMA 
signed the handing over documents.

�is is the second WFP-built facility 
that was handed over to Pakistan; the 
�rst such facility was given to Punjab 
government for distract Muza�argarh. 
�e WFP also planned to provide such 
facilities for Lahore, Hyderabad, 
Peshawar, Sakhar, Muzafarghar and 
Gilgit-Baltistan.

“Strengthening disaster preparedness 
and response capacity is a priority for 
WFP,” said Lola Castro. “By establishing 
these humanitarian response facilities, 
WFP and partners aim to form a 
humanitarian warehousing network in 
the country. �is will contribute to an 
e�ective and reliable logistics response 
mechanism at district level and, together 
with the Government of Pakistan, 
protect and empower communities most 
at risk.”

�e warehouse in Chashma Achozai will 
serve as a logistics base in the province of 
Balochistan, which has been hit by 
�oods, earthquakes and droughts. It has 
an overall storage capacity of 4,000 
metric tons and is in a 15-acre site 
provided by the Government of 
Balochistan. �e project is valued at 
US$4 million.

�e facility includes permanent and 
pre-fabricated o�ce space, storage 
facilities as well as a climate-controlled 
area for temperature-sensitive relief 
items. �e structure is earthquake 
resistant and its construction also takes 

into account other environmental 
hazards.

Recurring natural disasters in Pakistan 
substantiate the need to strengthen the 
country’s emergency disaster 
preparedness and response capacity at all 
levels.

To improve the response to such 
calamities, WFP and the Government of 
Pakistan are cooperating to establish a 
system of eight strategically located 
HRFs at provincial level to pre-position 
relief supplies as well as enhance the 
national emergency response capacity.

Talking to the Economic A�airs, 
Major-General Muhammad Saeed 
Aleem, Chairman National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) said 
that the WFP built storage facility in 
Baluchistan is a marvelous addition in 
capacity to deal with future disasters. “It 
would really help to store the dry items 
like tents, blankets, medicines and edible 
foods to supply the victims” he said. 

Speed matters in any rescue operation, he 
argues, “you must have ready relief items 
to supply and transport facility to access 
the disaster hit areas”. Chashma Achozai 
like state-of-the-art warehouse facility 
would strengthen Provincial Disaster 
Management Authority (PDMA) 
capacity to respond any major disaster 
prone area of Baluchistan, he said. 

WFP is the world's largest humanitarian 
agency �ghting hunger worldwide, 
delivering food in emergencies and 
working with communities to build 
resilience. In 2013, WFP assisted more 
than 80 million people in 75 countries.

In Pakistan, WFP has been present since 
1968 and works in close collaboration 
with the Government of Pakistan 
aligning its strategies with national 
priorities addressing sustainable food 
security and nutrition in the country and 
also focusing on enhancing national 
resilience to disasters, crises and external 
shocks. WFP aims to assist 8.3 million 
people between 2013 and 2015 at a total 
cost of US$535 million, seeking to 
improve economic opportunities and 
promote social inclusion in FATA, boost 
community resilience in disaster-prone 
areas, and address nutrition and 
education across the country.
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nergy is a key infrastructural 
requirement for the modern 
industrial economy. Energy 
provides an essential ingredient 

for almost all human activities. 
Historically, Pakistan has been an energy 
de�cient country. Because of the 
fast-growing population and economy, 
the demand for energy is rapidly 
increasing. Pakistan is in danger of facing 
huge energy de�cits in the coming years. 
�e potential for the use of alternative 
technologies has never been fully 
explored in Pakistan. Pakistan needs to 
pursue renewable energy resources which 
are used extensively worldwide. �e two 
most important alternative energy 
resources are Wind Power and 
Solar Energy. �ese are used across 
the globe and their technology is 
becoming e�cient day by day. 

�e demand for energy has 
increased tremendously in the last 
few decades in Pakistan and is 
expected to increase further in the 
coming years. �e continued power and 
energy crises in the past several years 
have a�ected the GDP negatively. �e 
current electricity shortage in peak 
summer season is about 5500 MW and it 
reduces to about 3000 MW in winter 
season. Pakistan is currently producing 

most of its electricity from imported oil 
and natural gas. �e use of natural gas in 
generating electricity reduces the share of 
it for other consumers while the 
generation of electricity from imported 
oil is extremely expensive and is a huge 
burden on import bill. Curtailment of 
natural gas, necessitating usage of 
expensive furnace oil, and overall decline 
in the share of hydel generation in the 
total generation results in a sustained 
higher cost of electricity generation. �e 
proposed energy mix by the government 
states to decrease dependence on natural 
gas and oil by shifting focus on coal, 
renewable and nuclear resources.

Source: Ministry of Water and Power

�e demand of electricity in the country 
will continue to rise in the future. It is 
reported that Pakistan electricity demand 
will reach 40,000 MW by 2020 and 
100,000 MW by 2035. Special e�orts are 
required to bridge the rising gap between 

feasible. It provides us an opportunity to 
ful�ll our energy needs by using 
environmentally friendly, pollution-free 
and in�nitely sustainable form of energy.

�e 2012 global wind power market 
grew by more than 10% compared to 
2011, and the installation of nearly 45 
GW of new wind power that came on 
line represents investments of about € 56 
billion. �e new global total at the end of 
2012 was 282.5 GW, representing 
cumulative market growth of more than 
19%. Europe and Asia are the world’s 
largest regional markets for wind energy 
with total installed capacity of 109.5 
GW and 97.5 GW respectively. China is 
the largest market for wind since 2009 
with a cumulative installed capacity of 
75.32 GW. In 2012, USA installed 13.1 
GW wind energy which made it the 
market leader for 2012 in terms of new 
wind installations globally.

India installed new wind energy of 2,336 
MW by the end of 2012, for a cumulative 
total of 18,421 MW. On the other hand, 
Pakistan recently installed wind energy 
of only 106 MW. India focused on 
renewable energy timely and has been an 
attractive market for investors, especially 
due to its policy of incentive for 
investment like high depreciation bene�t 
rates. In the past Pakistan failed to realize 
the importance of renewable energy in a 
timely manner which resulted in delays 
in the development and execution of 
projects in the Wind Energy sector.  

Alternative Energy Development Board 
(AEDB) and National Electric Power 
Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) are 
trying their best to cope up with the 
international wind energy scenario. 
NEPRA has announced Feed-in-Tari� 
for the wind energy projects to facilitate 
investors. Now the availability of wind 
energy equipment suppliers, and 
technical assistance does not remain an 
issue. Eight wind energy projects are in 
the pipeline to start generation of 550 
MW very soon and 33 with a total 
capacity of around 2,200 MW are in 
various stages of the project development 
process. Renewable energy policy of 

government states to achieve the 
generation of 2,500 MW wind energy by 
2015 and 9,700 MW by 2030. If the 
stated projects start to deliver on time, 
then Pakistan would be a sizeable wind 
energy market of the world in the near 
future.

Solar Energy is another great avenue in 
the renewable scene of Pakistan. Solar 
photovoltaic has attained a total global 
capacity of 102,156 megawatts (MW) by 
the end of 2012. By the end of 2012 
Germany was leading the world in Solar 
PV technology with installed capacity of 
32,000MW. Italy was at the 2nd place 
with a capacity of 16,300MW and China 
at the 3rd place with a capacity of 
8,300MW. An exponential 
increase has been observed in the Solar 
PV capacity in last 10 years, where the 
global installed capacity of Solar Power 
has increased from 2235 MW in 2002 to 
102,156 MW by 2012. �is clearly 
manifests that Solar as a source of 
renewable energy has gained ground.

Pakistan has been bestowed with 
immense Solar potential. National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL), 
USA in collaboration with USAID and 
Alternative Energy Development Board  
Pakistan has carried out a detailed 
analysis and indicated that the solar 
energy potential for power generation in 
Pakistan is approximately 2.9 million 
MW. 

With this massive potential and the 
distribution of the resource all over the 
country Solar presents a unique 
opportunity. It can be used to generate 
power at a centralized location and then 
feeding the power to the central grid. 
Quad -e- Azam Solar Park is an example 
of such an initiative that has already been 
taken by the government. �is park will 
generate 1000MW of Solar power once 
completed.

Another important aspect of of Solar 

power is its availability as a resource all 
across Pakistan, which can be used to 
generate power at the micro level where 
the households and small businesses can 
put up small solar plants and generate 
electricity. As the domestic load consists 
of 46.4% of the total electricity 
consumption in Pakistan so this will help 
in two ways; one by reducing the load on 
the main grid and second by providing 
electricity to the far �ung areas which are 
not connected with the grid. 

Solar and Wind Power has become 
commercially viable technologies and the 
world has seen great progress in the 
utilization of these sources of power. It is 
very important that Pakistan must 
harness these natural resources and start 
producing energy from the Sun and the 
Wind. We can reduce our dependence on 
the fossil fuels, thus improving our 
energy security and economy, both by 
utilizing this unlimited natural resource. 
If we drag our feet today, then we will be 
left behind as we are already lagging 
behind our neighbours. Just to augment 
this point India has more than 12000 
MW of energy generated through wind, 
whereas Pakistan has only 106 MW of 
Wind power generation operational at 
the moment. Similarly India generates 
more than 2,200 MW from Solar Energy 
now, whereas Pakistan has yet to see any 
sizeable project coming into production 
in the area of Solar Power. With respect 
to the future of Solar in our neighbours 
India expects to install an additional 
10,000 MW by 2017 and a total of 
20,000 MW by 2022. 

As the opportunity depends on the way 
we perceive a situation so the relative 
backwardness of the renewable scene in 
Pakistan (which is a negative though) 
presents itself as a great opportunity for 
the potential investors. In the future, due 
to the great potential in these areas, the 
advancement of technology and the 
requirement of power generation 
through renewable resources we can 
foresee this sector as a great avenue for 
investment and economic growth. 
Business houses in Pakistan and foreign 
investors can invest in the area of 
renewable energy and become part of the 
economic development of Pakistan.
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Summary of Forecast Demand

Source: PEPCO

Pakistan is bestowed by a good wind 
resource unlike many other 
countries in the world. �e wind 
map of Pakistan developed by 
National Renewable Energy Labs 
(USA) identi�es that wind with 
good to excellent speeds is 
available in many parts of the 
country with a total potential of 

about 340,000 MW. �e Gharo-Keti 
Bandar Wind Corridor, in the South of 
Pakistan, having an approximate 
potential of 50,000 MW is more 
attractive to investors due to good 
resource potential as well as its close 
proximity to major load centers and the 
national grid. Wind energy is 
commercially viable and technically 
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nergy is a key infrastructural 
requirement for the modern 
industrial economy. Energy 
provides an essential ingredient 

for almost all human activities. 
Historically, Pakistan has been an energy 
de�cient country. Because of the 
fast-growing population and economy, 
the demand for energy is rapidly 
increasing. Pakistan is in danger of facing 
huge energy de�cits in the coming years. 
�e potential for the use of alternative 
technologies has never been fully 
explored in Pakistan. Pakistan needs to 
pursue renewable energy resources which 
are used extensively worldwide. �e two 
most important alternative energy 
resources are Wind Power and 
Solar Energy. �ese are used across 
the globe and their technology is 
becoming e�cient day by day. 

�e demand for energy has 
increased tremendously in the last 
few decades in Pakistan and is 
expected to increase further in the 
coming years. �e continued power and 
energy crises in the past several years 
have a�ected the GDP negatively. �e 
current electricity shortage in peak 
summer season is about 5500 MW and it 
reduces to about 3000 MW in winter 
season. Pakistan is currently producing 

most of its electricity from imported oil 
and natural gas. �e use of natural gas in 
generating electricity reduces the share of 
it for other consumers while the 
generation of electricity from imported 
oil is extremely expensive and is a huge 
burden on import bill. Curtailment of 
natural gas, necessitating usage of 
expensive furnace oil, and overall decline 
in the share of hydel generation in the 
total generation results in a sustained 
higher cost of electricity generation. �e 
proposed energy mix by the government 
states to decrease dependence on natural 
gas and oil by shifting focus on coal, 
renewable and nuclear resources.

Source: Ministry of Water and Power

�e demand of electricity in the country 
will continue to rise in the future. It is 
reported that Pakistan electricity demand 
will reach 40,000 MW by 2020 and 
100,000 MW by 2035. Special e�orts are 
required to bridge the rising gap between 

feasible. It provides us an opportunity to 
ful�ll our energy needs by using 
environmentally friendly, pollution-free 
and in�nitely sustainable form of energy.

�e 2012 global wind power market 
grew by more than 10% compared to 
2011, and the installation of nearly 45 
GW of new wind power that came on 
line represents investments of about € 56 
billion. �e new global total at the end of 
2012 was 282.5 GW, representing 
cumulative market growth of more than 
19%. Europe and Asia are the world’s 
largest regional markets for wind energy 
with total installed capacity of 109.5 
GW and 97.5 GW respectively. China is 
the largest market for wind since 2009 
with a cumulative installed capacity of 
75.32 GW. In 2012, USA installed 13.1 
GW wind energy which made it the 
market leader for 2012 in terms of new 
wind installations globally.

India installed new wind energy of 2,336 
MW by the end of 2012, for a cumulative 
total of 18,421 MW. On the other hand, 
Pakistan recently installed wind energy 
of only 106 MW. India focused on 
renewable energy timely and has been an 
attractive market for investors, especially 
due to its policy of incentive for 
investment like high depreciation bene�t 
rates. In the past Pakistan failed to realize 
the importance of renewable energy in a 
timely manner which resulted in delays 
in the development and execution of 
projects in the Wind Energy sector.  

Alternative Energy Development Board 
(AEDB) and National Electric Power 
Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) are 
trying their best to cope up with the 
international wind energy scenario. 
NEPRA has announced Feed-in-Tari� 
for the wind energy projects to facilitate 
investors. Now the availability of wind 
energy equipment suppliers, and 
technical assistance does not remain an 
issue. Eight wind energy projects are in 
the pipeline to start generation of 550 
MW very soon and 33 with a total 
capacity of around 2,200 MW are in 
various stages of the project development 
process. Renewable energy policy of 

government states to achieve the 
generation of 2,500 MW wind energy by 
2015 and 9,700 MW by 2030. If the 
stated projects start to deliver on time, 
then Pakistan would be a sizeable wind 
energy market of the world in the near 
future.

Solar Energy is another great avenue in 
the renewable scene of Pakistan. Solar 
photovoltaic has attained a total global 
capacity of 102,156 megawatts (MW) by 
the end of 2012. By the end of 2012 
Germany was leading the world in Solar 
PV technology with installed capacity of 
32,000MW. Italy was at the 2nd place 
with a capacity of 16,300MW and China 
at the 3rd place with a capacity of 
8,300MW. An exponential 
increase has been observed in the Solar 
PV capacity in last 10 years, where the 
global installed capacity of Solar Power 
has increased from 2235 MW in 2002 to 
102,156 MW by 2012. �is clearly 
manifests that Solar as a source of 
renewable energy has gained ground.

Pakistan has been bestowed with 
immense Solar potential. National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL), 
USA in collaboration with USAID and 
Alternative Energy Development Board  
Pakistan has carried out a detailed 
analysis and indicated that the solar 
energy potential for power generation in 
Pakistan is approximately 2.9 million 
MW. 

With this massive potential and the 
distribution of the resource all over the 
country Solar presents a unique 
opportunity. It can be used to generate 
power at a centralized location and then 
feeding the power to the central grid. 
Quad -e- Azam Solar Park is an example 
of such an initiative that has already been 
taken by the government. �is park will 
generate 1000MW of Solar power once 
completed.

Another important aspect of of Solar 

power is its availability as a resource all 
across Pakistan, which can be used to 
generate power at the micro level where 
the households and small businesses can 
put up small solar plants and generate 
electricity. As the domestic load consists 
of 46.4% of the total electricity 
consumption in Pakistan so this will help 
in two ways; one by reducing the load on 
the main grid and second by providing 
electricity to the far �ung areas which are 
not connected with the grid. 

Solar and Wind Power has become 
commercially viable technologies and the 
world has seen great progress in the 
utilization of these sources of power. It is 
very important that Pakistan must 
harness these natural resources and start 
producing energy from the Sun and the 
Wind. We can reduce our dependence on 
the fossil fuels, thus improving our 
energy security and economy, both by 
utilizing this unlimited natural resource. 
If we drag our feet today, then we will be 
left behind as we are already lagging 
behind our neighbours. Just to augment 
this point India has more than 12000 
MW of energy generated through wind, 
whereas Pakistan has only 106 MW of 
Wind power generation operational at 
the moment. Similarly India generates 
more than 2,200 MW from Solar Energy 
now, whereas Pakistan has yet to see any 
sizeable project coming into production 
in the area of Solar Power. With respect 
to the future of Solar in our neighbours 
India expects to install an additional 
10,000 MW by 2017 and a total of 
20,000 MW by 2022. 

As the opportunity depends on the way 
we perceive a situation so the relative 
backwardness of the renewable scene in 
Pakistan (which is a negative though) 
presents itself as a great opportunity for 
the potential investors. In the future, due 
to the great potential in these areas, the 
advancement of technology and the 
requirement of power generation 
through renewable resources we can 
foresee this sector as a great avenue for 
investment and economic growth. 
Business houses in Pakistan and foreign 
investors can invest in the area of 
renewable energy and become part of the 
economic development of Pakistan.
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the demand and supply of electricity. 

Summary of Forecast Demand

Source: PEPCO

Pakistan is bestowed by a good wind 
resource unlike many other 
countries in the world. �e wind 
map of Pakistan developed by 
National Renewable Energy Labs 
(USA) identi�es that wind with 
good to excellent speeds is 
available in many parts of the 
country with a total potential of 

about 340,000 MW. �e Gharo-Keti 
Bandar Wind Corridor, in the South of 
Pakistan, having an approximate 
potential of 50,000 MW is more 
attractive to investors due to good 
resource potential as well as its close 
proximity to major load centers and the 
national grid. Wind energy is 
commercially viable and technically 

"It is reported that 
Pakistan electricity 
demand will reach 

40,000 MW by 2020 
and 100,000 MW by 
2035. Special e�orts 
are required to bridge 

the rising gap between 
the demand and supply 

of electricity"



he child labour, domestic 
violence, child marriages, 
terrorism, poverty, are never 
ending issues in Pakistan. I can 

go on to state many more but in this 
article I will be shedding light on the 
chronic rise of honour killings in Pakistan. 
I thought this topic required discussion 
hence this article.

In plain words, honour killing is the 
homicide of a member of a family or social 
group by another family member who 
believes that the victim has brought 
shame or dishonour upon the family or 
community. �e reasons for homicide may 
be that the victim has denied entering an 
arranged marriage with the consent of her 
elders, sex outside marriage, being in a 
relation that is disapproved by their 
relatives, wearing dresses which are 
deemed un�t in the society, or being 
engaging in homosexual relation. Usually, 
honour killings are targeted against 
women and homosexuals.  �e murderers 
are generally men; father, son, or brother. 
�e practice is very common in 
underdeveloped countries and is 
condemned by international human rights 
groups. 

Human Rights Watch  de�nes “honour 
killings” as follows: “Honour killings are 
acts of vengeance, usually death, 
committed by male family members 
against female family members, who are 
held to have brought dishonour upon the 
family. A woman can be targeted by 
(individuals within) her family for a 
variety of reasons, including: refusing to 
enter into an arranged marriage, being the 
victim of a sexual assault seeking a 
divorce-even from an abusive husband-or 
(allegedly) committing adultery. �e mere 
perception that a woman has behaved in a 
way that "dishonours" her family is 
su�cient to trigger an attack on her life”. 
�e term honour killing was introduced 
by a Dutch scholar from a Turkish 
background in year 1978 to separate such 
killing from the rest of killings in families 
or communities by another family 
member. I personally believe that the 
word ‘honour’ is very loose and can’t be 

de�ned in direct and precise way. �e 
international human rights’ groups and 
scholars have clear conviction that honour 
killings used to happen before the 
existence of major religions.  �e followers 
of almost all major faiths have used a 
religious pretext to commit honour 
killing. 

According to a human rights activist 
based in Lahore, 5000 women had been 
killed in the name of honour in recent 
times. �e facts seemed to be hard and 
noteworthy. One recent incident outside 
the main gate of Lahore High Court 
happened in Lahore, Pakistan. �e 
practice of honour killing is very common 
in rural areas of Pakistan even in India, 
and Bangladesh. �e homicide in the 
name of honour was also prevalent in 
western countries some hundred years ago 
but due to urbanization and 
modernization this practice is hard to be 
found in western world now. For instance, 
Russia, UK, Belgium, India, Pakistan, and 
Bangladesh are the main countries where 
this homicide is prevalent.  Human rights 
groups think that honour killings go on in 
the garb of various other names in 
di�erent parts of the world. It comes with 
the name of karo kari in Pakistan, dowry 
deaths or bride burning in India, loss of 
ird in the Bedouin (Middle East) 
communities and as crimes of passion in 
Latin America.  �e real number of 
honour killings in Pakistan, India, and 
Bangladesh are di�cult to be exposed. 
International renowned human rights 
group-Amnesty International claims that 
the incidence of honour killings is 
increasing each year. According to the 
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan 
(HRCP), about 1,957 incidents of honour 
killings had been recorded over the past 
four years and most of them had occurred 
in response to alleged extramarital 
relations. �rough statistics provided by 
the Marvi Rural Development 
Organisation (MRDO), working in 
Sindh, about 270 cases have been 
registered in the previous year. Sindh and 
Balochistan are the only places in the 
country where the lives of men are also 
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in the name of honour
taken for honour killings. 

It is fair to mention that women are 
considered the property of males in their 
family irrespective of their class, ethnic or 
religious group. In a male dominated 
society like Pakistan, women are 
considered inferior to males.  Statistics say 
that all around the globe, only half the 
killings are by �rearms, the rest being by 
throttling or stabbing with a knife. �e 
majority of women are between the ages 
of 16 and 30 years of age. Wherever it is 
done (east or west), whoever commits it (a 
brother or a husband), or whatever the 
motive is (honour or jealousy), the end 
result remains the same: a woman, in 99.9 
percent cases, becomes prey to the 
misogynist mindset of a close male 
relative.

In the light of discussion above, it is 
submitted that advocates of human rights 
in Pakistan, civil society as a whole should 
intend to work together in order to 
combat mindset which allows honour 
killings.  �ose who endorse honour 
killings should be brought to justice 
before the courts for serious punishment.  
Secondly, I am of the view that fair access 
to a democratic legal system and the law 
and order sector must consistently hold 
violators accountable. �ere must be 
equality between men and women, and 
countries must invest equally in both 
genders. �ere must be women 
organisations and shelters in place for 
women to seek refuge, security and social 
services but, sadly, the courts usually give 
verdicts in favour of the killers by invoking 
the provision of “grave and sudden 
provocation”. An honour killing is a 
tragedy, a horror and a crime against 
humanity.   �e government should also 
set up programmes on Islamic values and 
education and participants should be 
taught ‘No to honour killings.’
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strology came into existence 
3000 years ago. �e version of 
astrology being used today 
was developed by the ancient 

Greeks around 400 B.C. so astrology's 
basic major text has not changed during 
the last 18 centuries. �e 12 astrological 
houses are stationary regions of the sky 
and are �rmly �xed with respect to the 
horizon, which can be used to locate 
planets and signs relative to the earth's 
vantage point. 

It has a deep association with heavenly 
bodies — the sun, moon and planets that 
have in�uence and are correlated with 
what happens on earth. Astrology follows 
rules about the relative positions and 
movements of heavenly bodies that are 
meant to predict the personality traits and 
life happenings of a person, either happy 
or sad.

In order to determine the horoscope of an 
individual the locations of signs and 
planets in each of the twelve houses are 
mapped out not only at the time of that 
person's birth but also from the vantage 
point of an individual’s birth place. �e 
physical and psychological features are 
associated with each of the signs and 
planets and that each house rules some 
aspect of a person's life. 

Whether astrology is scienti�c or 
pseudoscienti�c is being contemplated 
for quite some time now. Scienti�c means 
relating of science or based on and 
characterized by the principles of science. 
Pseudoscienti�c is de�ned as a collection 
of practices mistakenly considered as 
being based on scienti�c ways. �is 
concept fails to abide by the standards of 
evidence that demarcate true science.

To many, astrology seems scienti�c as it 
makes the use of scienti�c knowledge 
about heavenly bodies as well as scienti�c 
sounding tools like star charts. Some 
people use astrology to generate 
expectations and predictions about future 
happenings and people's personalities. 
And some claim that back bone of 
astrology is supported by evidence — the 
experiences of people who feel that 
astrology has worked for them. But the 
scienti�c community considered 

Astrology a pseudoscience or 
superstition, which lacks statistically 
signi�cant astrological predictions. In 
2006 the U.S. National Science Board 
published a statement which said it 
considers astrology "pseudoscienti�c". 
Astrology lays a good example of being 
"pseudoscienti�c “because it has been 
tested many times and failed all the tests 
simultaneously.

Science and non-science can be 
distinguished by the concept of 
"Falsi�ability", an idea �rst proposed by 
the philosopher of science, Karl Popper. 
According to Popper, science does not 
rely on induction; instead a scienti�c 
interrogation inherently tends to falsify 
existing theories through novel tests. If a 
single test fails, then the theory is 
falsi�ed. Applying the concept of 
falsi�ability, astrology is a pseudoscience. 
He concluded that astrology can 
nevertheless measure up to the scienti�c 
standards. If astrology is a science then it 
must be studied in particular scienti�c 
frame and means only. All the branches of 
science are complementary to each other 
and same should be with astrology. 
Scienti�c laws are proved by practical 
experiments and recorded data of rational 
observations whereas astrologers don't 
bear this type of logical recording of their 
observations.

Paul �agard, Professor of Philosophy 
and Director of the Cognitive Science 
Program at the University of Waterloo, 
Canada in 1977 used astrology as a case 
study in his course in the philosophy of 
science. He gave his own speci�c 
de�nitions to measure the di�erence 
between two de�nitions:

A theory or discipline that purports to be 
scienti�c is pseudoscienti�c only in the 
case if:

It has been less progressive than 
alternative theories over a long 
period of time, and faces many 
unsolved problems; but

�e community of 
followers/practitioners attempts to 
formulate the theory towards the 
solutions of the problems, shows no 

A

concern for attempts to evaluate the 
theory in relation to others, and is 
selective in considering 
con�rmations and discon�rmations.

�is de�nition was published in his 1978 
article, “Why Astrology is a 
Pseudoscience?”

Later on, he provided a list of informative 
points rather than emphasizing only on 
single de�nition describing 
pseudoscienti�c ,  hence gave pro�les of 
science and pseudoscience in his 1988 
book, "Computational Philosophy of 
Science", In that article, he updated the 
pro�les to include the following 
di�erences:

Science elaborates making the use of 
mechanisms, whereas pseudoscience 
lacks mechanistic illustrations. 

Science puts emphasis on 
correlation thinking, which applies 
statistical methods to �nd patterns 
in nature but pseudoscience 
emphasizes on unauthoritative 
allegations or thinking.

Followers of science are concerned 
to evaluating theories while 
practitioners of pseudoscience are 
impervious to alternative theories.

 Science uses simple theories that 
can be explained in diversity, 
whereas pseudoscience uses theories 
that need extra hypothesis or 
statements for speci�c explanations.

Science becomes advanced over time 
by formulating new theories that 
explain facts, whereas pseudoscience 
lacks such advancements. It cannot 
progress with time.

Sciences like biology are based on 
mechanisms, for example the divisions of 
cells that produce life in result. In 
contrast, pseudoscience like Astrology is 
mechanism-free, as no one knows how 
exactly does the con�guration of the stars 
at a person’s birth could a�ect personality. 
Moreover, astrology is not based on 
statistical correlations, but rather on 
vague notions of resemblance. 
Astrologers don’t evaluate their theories 
in comparison to alternative theories of 
personality such as genetics and 
sociology.

Is Astrology scienti�c
or pseudoscienti�c?

Samira Ghazanfar Hussain
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samyrahussain90@gmail.com



EA. From where did you get the idea for this business?

Having worked in the R and D department, I see the textile 
business a lucrative one, a business that o�ers good returns. I 
also saw a huge gap in the market for clothes that were inspired 
by the spirit of the modern woman and at the same time 
embraced the essence of our heritage that is de�ned by years of 
impeccable threadmanship. I decided to take advantage of this 
gap and produce the kind of product no other brand o�ered. 

EA. What is the total potential market size of your product today? 
What is its growth rate?

�e potential market size is around 30-35 billion and the 
growth rate is 16%.

EA. Why do you think people buy your product?

Our product stands out from others. Our clothes are unique 
and stunning with their intricate embroidery, motifs, wide 
range of colors, discrete micro-pleating and �ne stitching 
making every woman wearing them feel con�dent and 
beautiful.

EA. What are the challenges have you seen in the clothing sector? 
How do you think can the industry rectify it?

Power and gas shortages have created many problems for the 
textile industry. Our printing and dyeing has su�ered and we’ve 
had to pre-plan everything accordingly in order to get the work 
done on time. We have tried to overcome these hurdles in the 
best possible manner but it is a challenge as we are trying to 
produce the best quality product at the lowest possible price 
and the power and gas shortages do come in the way of that.

EA. From your point of view, what percentage of tax should be 
deducted from your annual business?

None. (Laughs) 

On a serious note though, I strongly support income tax as it is 
very important for the regulation of our economy and I follow 

whatever standard is set by the 
government.

EA. What di�erence do you see between 
the designer brands and non-designer 
brands in the country?

Non designer brands lack something 
that designer brands possess; vision.  We 
have a vision and we let it guide our work 
ensuring that every piece is exclusively 
designed for the customers and stitched 
with exclusive certainty and quality. �e 
lack of vision is why designer clothes will 
always surpass non-designer clothes in 
quality and design. Furthermore, 
designer brands are able to appeal to 
rapidly changing trends in the fashion 
industry in a way non-designer brands 
can’t.

EA. As an entrepreneur, how do you think 
our economy can get stronger?

I strongly believe that the �rst thing 
which needs to done for our economy is 
overcoming power and gas shortages and 
reducing load shedding. Industrial 
e�ciency is acutely su�ering because of 
load shedding and I think our economy 
would receive a great boost if the 
government works towards solving this 
problem. Also, I think that the economy 
can greatly advantage from some 
bene�ts for exports oriented businesses 
so our economy can compete with that 
of India and Bangladesh. 

EA. Tell us about your responsibilities as a 
business owner?

My responsibilities as a business owner 
include making sure that the quality of 
my product is never compromised while 
trying to produce at a lower cost o�ering 
the lowest possible price. I’m responsible 
for creating employment and making 
sure the needs of all my employees are 
being met and they are satis�ed with 
their work environment. Furthermore, 
my responsibility lies in satisfying my 
customers, making sure that they are 
happy with the product my company 
o�ers, adapting fast to any change in 
customer preferences and working on 
any complaints they may have.

EA. What are your future plans and 
vision for Origins?

Origins already has a large and growing 
market in Pakistan but my aim is to 
further expand in to other countries like 
India and Bangladesh as well as the 
Middle east. I want Origins to be a 
well-known and trusted brand not only 
within but also outside Pakistan.
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Suleman Pervez Ahmed, Lahore’s youngest 
and �nest entrepreneur found himself caught in 
the news�ash as Brands Asia acknowledged him 
as the Entrepreneur of the Year, 2014 and Origins 
as Brand of the Year. He spent his last four years 
making his idea of a fashion retail brand grow into a 
prospering investment. 

Mr. Ahmed can be de�ned as a risk taker who has 
�nancial as well as operational expertise. His 
educational background includes graduation from 
Royal Holloway College and a diploma in 
Entrepreneurship from London School of 
Economics. With an accurate assessment of 
fashion market in Pakistan, he carved his way into 
the industry as he launched Origins in 2010 The 
brand further gained international recognition and 
acceptance as Origins found its way into the 
Middle East.

With his vision turning into a success, the Origins 
stores �ashed new refreshing, exotic prêt and 
printed lawn in each collection. For those having 
constraints imposed by budget, Origins can be the 
place as they target every market, having clothes 
in almost every range and something for everyone. 
Starting from the major cities important for the 
fashion world, the stores grew in number. It now 
has more than 36 stores operational in Pakistan 
with 10 more opening soon. Origins is now one of 
the trend se�ers of the garment industry and one 
of the fastest growing fashion retail networks in 
the country. 

Below are the excerpts of his interview with 
Economic A�airs.

Suleman has it
at ORIGINS



EA. From where did you get the idea for this business?

Having worked in the R and D department, I see the textile 
business a lucrative one, a business that o�ers good returns. I 
also saw a huge gap in the market for clothes that were inspired 
by the spirit of the modern woman and at the same time 
embraced the essence of our heritage that is de�ned by years of 
impeccable threadmanship. I decided to take advantage of this 
gap and produce the kind of product no other brand o�ered. 

EA. What is the total potential market size of your product today? 
What is its growth rate?

�e potential market size is around 30-35 billion and the 
growth rate is 16%.

EA. Why do you think people buy your product?

Our product stands out from others. Our clothes are unique 
and stunning with their intricate embroidery, motifs, wide 
range of colors, discrete micro-pleating and �ne stitching 
making every woman wearing them feel con�dent and 
beautiful.

EA. What are the challenges have you seen in the clothing sector? 
How do you think can the industry rectify it?

Power and gas shortages have created many problems for the 
textile industry. Our printing and dyeing has su�ered and we’ve 
had to pre-plan everything accordingly in order to get the work 
done on time. We have tried to overcome these hurdles in the 
best possible manner but it is a challenge as we are trying to 
produce the best quality product at the lowest possible price 
and the power and gas shortages do come in the way of that.

EA. From your point of view, what percentage of tax should be 
deducted from your annual business?

None. (Laughs) 

On a serious note though, I strongly support income tax as it is 
very important for the regulation of our economy and I follow 

whatever standard is set by the 
government.

EA. What di�erence do you see between 
the designer brands and non-designer 
brands in the country?

Non designer brands lack something 
that designer brands possess; vision.  We 
have a vision and we let it guide our work 
ensuring that every piece is exclusively 
designed for the customers and stitched 
with exclusive certainty and quality. �e 
lack of vision is why designer clothes will 
always surpass non-designer clothes in 
quality and design. Furthermore, 
designer brands are able to appeal to 
rapidly changing trends in the fashion 
industry in a way non-designer brands 
can’t.

EA. As an entrepreneur, how do you think 
our economy can get stronger?

I strongly believe that the �rst thing 
which needs to done for our economy is 
overcoming power and gas shortages and 
reducing load shedding. Industrial 
e�ciency is acutely su�ering because of 
load shedding and I think our economy 
would receive a great boost if the 
government works towards solving this 
problem. Also, I think that the economy 
can greatly advantage from some 
bene�ts for exports oriented businesses 
so our economy can compete with that 
of India and Bangladesh. 

EA. Tell us about your responsibilities as a 
business owner?

My responsibilities as a business owner 
include making sure that the quality of 
my product is never compromised while 
trying to produce at a lower cost o�ering 
the lowest possible price. I’m responsible 
for creating employment and making 
sure the needs of all my employees are 
being met and they are satis�ed with 
their work environment. Furthermore, 
my responsibility lies in satisfying my 
customers, making sure that they are 
happy with the product my company 
o�ers, adapting fast to any change in 
customer preferences and working on 
any complaints they may have.

EA. What are your future plans and 
vision for Origins?

Origins already has a large and growing 
market in Pakistan but my aim is to 
further expand in to other countries like 
India and Bangladesh as well as the 
Middle east. I want Origins to be a 
well-known and trusted brand not only 
within but also outside Pakistan.
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Walk in
Klauset
Walk in
Klauset

Sindh Minister Nisar Khuhro

2nd floor with coffee bar

Am
ir M

ehboob (Late)

A Canadian based clothing giant that opened the doors of its 
�agship store in Karachi o�ers custom made menswear (for 
now), touch screens to craft unique pro�les, and a co�ee bar to 
placate waiting customers.  Klauset’s ‘Made in Pakistan’ label 
has to be clari�ed since labor is local, the cloth is imported, and 
standards are international. �e owners try to outline the 
process for Sindh Education Minister Nisar Khuhro, and 
regale him with a lesson on texture, weight, limitations (220 
gms) and material (micro light, poly wool). Tuxedos that are 
the rage and come with snazzy cummerbunds raise some 
eyebrows.  It is the �rst taste of colonial style for those who 
hadn’t read P.G. Wodehouse, and were unfamiliar with Bertie 
Wooster’s delightful collection of alpine hats, purple socks or 
scarlet cummerbunds. Later, the guest of honor will be 
swarmed by media-men yearning to discuss the importance of 
looking elegant, which he did. Having forgotten to turn the 
audio on the �rst time, they would be forced to redo the bit; the 
Minister grateful that no political statements were expected, 
happily complied. �eir Kurta range was duly admired, 
remarks that the Party �ag wasn’t represented were seemingly 
taken to heart; the management promptly o�ered to make one 
�ag patterned Kurta within 24 hours. Mr. Khuhro was last seen 
getting measured for something. 

�ere was no catwalk – some thought a fashion show would 
have brightened up the presentation. Also present was Mrs. 
Rubina Qaim Khani - Sindh Minster for Social Welfare, 
Women Development, & Special Education. As the spotlight 
shifted to the architects of the dream, Chaudhary Mehboob 
Ali, remembered (late) Amir Mehboob’s legacy who supervised 
the project as the Director Operation, and spent his days in the 
proverbial trenches. Mehboob Senior now continues his son’s 
mission. Klauset plans to expand its base in the future and 
bring the joy of a perfectly tailored suit, and silken 
cummerbunds to the rest of the land. 

“Dressing well is a sign of good manners”
Tom Ford fashion designer / �lm director

Nisar Khuhro (L), Ch. Mehboob Ali (R)

By: Afrah Jamal
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Hira Tareen (host)

Tehmina Khalid (profile)Take II Team

Moammer Rana(C) Khalid Anum (R)

On the last weekend of June, Karachi was invited to 
discover the world of French Luxury Fragrance & Beauty. 
GUERLAIN (1828) is a French Perfume House ranked 
among the oldest in the world, and has reportedly created 
over 300 fragrances. Its founder would go on to become 
His Majesty's O�cial Perfumer after developing a 
fragrance for French Emperor Napoleon III and his wife 
Empress Eugénie. Guerlain (pronounced Ger-lah) is also 
credited with inventing ‘Rouge Automatique’ (1884) - the 
�rst modern lipstick which would be re-released in 2011.

�eir makeup and skincare range is now available at 
Debenhams at Dolmen Mall, Clifton – the signature 
fragrances will be carried by Scentsation Flagship stores 
across Pakistan. �e event was managed by Tehmina 
Khalid (Take II) and her team and hosted by model / 
actress / DJ Hira Tareen sporting a Shehla Chatoor out�t. 
�ere were makeup presentations by Nabila & co., models 
in striking gold capes, and a fashion show in a mall 
thronged by curiosity seekers which made navigation 
challenging. Film, social media and fashion royalty that 
graced the red carpet, included Maheen, Moammer Rana, 
Khalid Anam, Angie Marshall, Tapu Javeri, and 
Khurshaid Haider. �e blogger community seen tweeting, 
instragaming and later reproducing press releases sans 
quotation marks, is now a permanent �xture. 

Guerlain has been brought to the market by Mohsin 
Feroze C.E.O MULTITECH. �e Parisian brand also 
o�ers the legendary ‘Shalimar’ (1925) - ‘the �rst oriental 
fragrance in history,’ reportedly inspired by the tale of 
Emperor Shah Jahan, & Mumtaz Mahal, and ‘Jicky’ 
(1889) - its �rst and oldest modern perfume ‘…that does 
not imitate a scent found in nature.’ Another called 
‘Guerlain Vol de Nuit’ (1933) owes its name to the novel 
‘Vol de Nuit’ (Night Flight) by French aviator, author, 
aristocrat - Antoine de Saint-Exupér. 

�e brand pays tribute to the old masters, and sculpts its 
Magni�que design around the needs of the modern world. 

GUERLAIN
The House of

“….one Terraco�a powder is sold somewhere in
the world every 20 seconds” 
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Triumph
Body Makeup

LAUNCH

Team Triumph, Naila Bhimjee-Mahwash Bhimjee-Maliha Bhimjee

Color Studio Makeovers

Tehmina Khalid (TakeII)- Erum Fawwad (1)Nilofer Habib -  Lubna Shareef (2)

Body Makeup Table

Sabeela MandviwalaKhursheed Hyder (Feature writer DAWN)Erum Noor (The News)- Maria Shirazi










