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Is it time to close the prisons?
Punjab has over 53,000 inmates against a total authorised capacity 
of 21,527. In Sindh, the prison population is13,282, well above the 
authorised capacity of 10,450. In KPK, there are 8,450 prisoners 
against a total capacity of 8,000, while in Baluchistan, there are 

2,643 against a capacity of 2,481 prisoners.
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hina took up the issue of Uighur militants with both Ashraf 
Ghani and Nawaz Sharif when they visited Beijing recently. 
China is highly concerned about the terrorists from Sinkiang 

who have taken shelter in areas on both sides of the Pak-Afghan border. �e 
issue again cropped up at the ministerial conference of Istanbul Process 
held in Beijing. China, according to a report �led by Reuters, volunteered to 
play role in Afghan peace process by proposing a ‘peace and reconciliation 
forum’, with representatives from Afghanistan, Pakistan, China and the 
Taliban high command.

In case the report is true, Pakistan needs to accept the proposal without 
delaying things too long. What is more, it should use whatever leverage it 
has with the Afghan Taliban to join the initiative. Earlier attempts by the 
US to bring the Taliban on board failed due to multifarious reasons that 
included, inter alia, domestic American politics, sabotage of the Doha 
process by Karzai government and doubts and suspicions persisting 
between the US and Pakistan. �e new Afghan government has excellent 
relations with China as indicated by Ashraf Ghani’s visit to Beijing within 
a month of taking the oath of o�ce. By agreeing to join the peace and 
reconciliation process, Islamabad can achieve its aim of taking its relations 
with Afghanistan to a higher level.

It remains to be seen whether China would succeed where others like US, 
EU and Turkey failed. China has no doubt strong points. It is a major power 
having large investments both in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Instead of 
taking recourse to strong-arm tactics it relies on the extension of soft power, 
seeking mutually bene�cial trade and investment and helping countries in 
the development of infrastructure. Most of all its leadership avoids 
displaying hubris. Despite the events in Sinkiang, Pakistani and Afghan 
media as well as political and religious parties have maintained a positive 
view of China. At a time when terrorist forces are on the o�ensive the 
proposed peace and reconciliation forum can act as a formidable bulwark 
against them.
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Pakistan shouldn’t

lose this opportunity
of regional cooperation
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Premier Nawaz Sharif also addressed a 
dialogue on ‘Strengthening Connectivity 
Partnership’ where he urged the Asian 
leaders to make sincere e�orts for their 
societies and the people to have greater 
cultural, historical, and ideological 
understanding of each other. He 
appreciated China for taking a 
remarkable initiative in hosting such 
event and inviting Asian leaders.

He told the participants about Pakistan’s 
desire for infrastructure development and 
China’s role in helping Pakistan meet its 
development needs. “�e China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor, linking China’s West 
to Pakistan’s southern port of Gwadar in 
close proximity to the Middle East, is a 
�agship project which both governments 
are pursuing vigorously,” he added.

�e prime minister said Pakistan views 
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
as a catalyst for the development of our 
two countries and for regional economic 
cooperation, which re�ects President Xi’s 
vision of building a Silk Road Economic 
Belt and a Maritime Silk Road.

He further said that they were living in an 
age of globalization. “Asia is bursting with 
amazing opportunities. �e growth rates 
of many Asian economies have been 
dynamic and resilient, going as high as up 
to 7.5 per cent, despite anemic global 
recovery in post- 2008 Global Financial 
Crisis,” he added.

�e prime minister raised a number of 
related questions arising out of steps to 
manage such a monumental 
transformation, creation of economic 
opportunities for billions of people living 
in our region, and more importantly, the 
issues of poverty and wealth inequality. 
He viewed solution to all these questions 
in increasing and enhancing connectivity 
in the Asian countries.

n a trip that will fetch 
multibillion-dollar Chinese 
investment bonanza, Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif said 

that Pakistan will help China �ght 
extremists that Beijing says are active in 
the unruly far western region of Xinjiang.

Premier Nawaz, who was touring China, 
met China’s President Xi Jinping and 
Premier Li Keqiang at the Great Hall of 
the People in the Chinese capital. He 
told President Xi that his country would 
“continue to resolutely �ght the East 

Turkestan Islamic Movement terrorist 
forces”, China’s foreign ministry said in a 
statement following the meetings in 
Beijing.

Pakistan will increase its coordination 
with China on Afghanistan too, so as to 
“jointly maintain regional peace and 
stability”, Nawaz said. Pakistan will also 
do all it can to guarantee the safety of 
Chinese companies and workers in the 
country, he added, who have in the past 
been attacked by militants.
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Pakistan views the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor as a catalyst 
for the development of both countries and for regional economic 
cooperation, which reflects President Xi’s vision of building a Silk 

Road Economic Belt and a Maritime Silk Road.

Premier Nawaz terms China Visit a ‘Game Changer’

China blames the East Turkestan Islamic 
Movement for carrying out attacks in 
Xinjiang, home to the Uighur 
community, though many foreign experts 
doubt the group’s existence in a cohesive 
group.

�e matters of mutual interest, including 
energy, economic relations and regional 
situation came up for discussion during 
the prime minister’s meetings with the 
Chinese leadership. He said 
Pakistan-China friendship enjoyed 
across-the-board political, institutional 

and popular support in Pakistan. He 
stressed that his visit would further 
strengthen the bilateral relations between 
the two countries.

�e Chinese leaders reiterated a desire to 
continue to support Pakistan in 
developing economy and maintaining 
stability, since China and Pakistan were 
‘iron friends’ and all-weather partners of 
strategic cooperation. �ey stated that 
they would create a green channel for 
timely release of funds for development 
projects initiated by China in Pakistan.

Premier Nawaz was pleased that over the 
last year both sides have achieved better 
understanding on various projects related 
to energy, road and infrastructure. He 
pledged that Pakistan supported China’s 
stance on all major issues, especially on 
those involving China’s core interests.

During Nawaz’s trip, the two countries 
signed 19 agreements and 
memorandums of understanding mainly 
on projects relating to China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor and electricity 
generation. �e prime ministers of the 
two countries oversaw the signing of the 
agreements that pave way for Chinese 
state-owned companies to help build at 
least four new power stations in Pakistan, 
while the deals also cover the supply and 
mining of coal, the prime minister’s press 
o�ce said.

“�e deals being signed between China 
and Pakistan are worth $42 billion. �e 
whole investment is being made by 
China,” said Amir Zamir, the spokesman 
for Pakistan’s ministry of planning and 
development. “�ere is no loan or aid for 
the energy projects, but pure investment 
by the Chinese,” he told AFP.

�e deals include Economic and 
Technical Cooperation Agreement; 

Framework Agreement on Provision of 
Concessional Loan; CPEC Energy 
Projects Cooperation; Government 
Concessional Loan Agreement on 
Construction of Cross-Border Optical 
Fiber Cable System between China and 
Pakistan for International Connectivity 
of Voice/Data Tra�c Project; and 
Framework Facility Agreement on 
Suki-Kinari hydropower project between 
China EXIM Bank and Suki-Kinari 
hydropower project.

�e two sides also signed a MoU on the 
outline of the Long-Term Plan of 
CPEC, Capacity Building for 
Development of CPEC between NDRC 
of China and Ministry of Planning, 
Development and Reform of Pakistan, 
minutes of the 3rd JCC of 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, 
Surface Mine in Block-II of �ar 
coal�eld and the Engro �ar 2x330MW 
coal-�red power plant.

�e two countries also signed the 
Memorandum of Facilitation Agreement 
on Muzafargarh 660MW coal-�red 
power project between CMEC and 
Government of Punjab, Pakistan, MOA 
relating to development of 2x660MW 
coal-�red power project at Qadarabad, 
Sahiwal, 99MW UEP power project 
EPC Framework Agreement, 
Quaid-e-Azam Solar Energy Park 
900MW solar power station project 
between ZTE Energy and Government 
of Punjab, Implement Agreement on 
Dawood 50MW wind farm between 
Hydro China Corporation and AEDB 
Pakistan, EPC Agreement of 6.5 Mt/a 
open pit mine in �ar Block I, Coal 
Supply Contract under the Project of 
Integrated Mine Mouth Coal Power 
Plant in �ar Block I and MoU for 
Development of �ermal Power Assets 
in Pakistan.

Investment Buffet
PM bags 19 China Deals
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China blames the East Turkestan Islamic 
Movement for carrying out attacks in 
Xinjiang, home to the Uighur 
community, though many foreign experts 
doubt the group’s existence in a cohesive 
group.

�e matters of mutual interest, including 
energy, economic relations and regional 
situation came up for discussion during 
the prime minister’s meetings with the 
Chinese leadership. He said 
Pakistan-China friendship enjoyed 
across-the-board political, institutional 

Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif addressing the Dialogue on Strengthening Connectivity Partnership, being presided over by Chinese President Xi Jinping, in Beijing, China.
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stressed that his visit would further 
strengthen the bilateral relations between 
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stance on all major issues, especially on 
those involving China’s core interests.

During Nawaz’s trip, the two countries 
signed 19 agreements and 
memorandums of understanding mainly 
on projects relating to China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor and electricity 
generation. �e prime ministers of the 
two countries oversaw the signing of the 
agreements that pave way for Chinese 
state-owned companies to help build at 
least four new power stations in Pakistan, 
while the deals also cover the supply and 
mining of coal, the prime minister’s press 
o�ce said.

“�e deals being signed between China 
and Pakistan are worth $42 billion. �e 
whole investment is being made by 
China,” said Amir Zamir, the spokesman 
for Pakistan’s ministry of planning and 
development. “�ere is no loan or aid for 
the energy projects, but pure investment 
by the Chinese,” he told AFP.

�e deals include Economic and 
Technical Cooperation Agreement; 

Framework Agreement on Provision of 
Concessional Loan; CPEC Energy 
Projects Cooperation; Government 
Concessional Loan Agreement on 
Construction of Cross-Border Optical 
Fiber Cable System between China and 
Pakistan for International Connectivity 
of Voice/Data Tra�c Project; and 
Framework Facility Agreement on 
Suki-Kinari hydropower project between 
China EXIM Bank and Suki-Kinari 
hydropower project.

�e two sides also signed a MoU on the 
outline of the Long-Term Plan of 
CPEC, Capacity Building for 
Development of CPEC between NDRC 
of China and Ministry of Planning, 
Development and Reform of Pakistan, 
minutes of the 3rd JCC of 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, 
Surface Mine in Block-II of �ar 
coal�eld and the Engro �ar 2x330MW 
coal-�red power plant.

�e two countries also signed the 
Memorandum of Facilitation Agreement 
on Muzafargarh 660MW coal-�red 
power project between CMEC and 
Government of Punjab, Pakistan, MOA 
relating to development of 2x660MW 
coal-�red power project at Qadarabad, 
Sahiwal, 99MW UEP power project 
EPC Framework Agreement, 
Quaid-e-Azam Solar Energy Park 
900MW solar power station project 
between ZTE Energy and Government 
of Punjab, Implement Agreement on 
Dawood 50MW wind farm between 
Hydro China Corporation and AEDB 
Pakistan, EPC Agreement of 6.5 Mt/a 
open pit mine in �ar Block I, Coal 
Supply Contract under the Project of 
Integrated Mine Mouth Coal Power 
Plant in �ar Block I and MoU for 
Development of �ermal Power Assets 
in Pakistan.



nvestigation into the well-planned but 
unsuccessful Karachi central prison 
break on Oct 14th 2014 has revealed 
that it was a joint venture of all the 

terrorist organisations whose members are 
incarcerated at the jail since many 
years.Terrorists had planned to enter into 
the highly secure central prison by using a 
tunnel to get their accomplices out of the 
jail. However, Pakistan Rangers, on basis 
of intelligence information, launched a 
raid and foiled jail break attempt.�is was 
not the �rst instance when militants had 
attempted to free their captive associates 
in Pakistan. Nearly 400 prisoners 
including militants had escaped on April 
15, 2012 from Bannu Jail after an attack 
by insurgents armed with guns, grenades 
and rockets.Dera Ismail Khan central 
prison, one of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s 
oldest and largest central jailsis said to 
house several Taliban militants and 
members of banned sectarian groups. 

Around 100 militants attacked the prison 
on30th July 2013including a number of 
suicide bombers and freed 248 prisoners 
in an assault in this prison armed with 
automatic weapons, rocket-propelled 
grenades, mortars and bombs. Jail 
authorities had previously received a 
threatening letter regarding the attack 
which was claimed as one of the safest in 
the province though de�ned that it was 
built to house ‘criminals’, not terrorists and 
militants.

A corrupt and dysfunctional prison 
system has contributed to and is a 
manifestation of the breakdown of the 
rule of law in Pakistan. Heavily 
overpopulated, understa�ed and poorly 
managed, the prisons have become a 
fertile breeding ground for criminality and 
militancy, with prisoners more likely to 
return to crime than to abandon it. �e 
system must be examined in the context of 
a deteriorating criminal justice sector that 

fails to prevent or prosecute crime, and 
protects the powerful while victimising 
the underprivileged. Yet, while domestic 
and international actors alike are devoting 
more resources to improve policing and 
prosecution, prisons continue to be largely 
neglected.

Like the police, prisons operate on 
colonial-era compulsions to maintain 
order, keeping potential as well as real 
threats to public safety in detention for 
inde�nite periods and then releasing them 
in an equally disorganised manner. Under 
existing conditions and practices, 
prisoners are more likely to embrace 
crime, including violent extremism, once 
they leave jail than before they went in. 
Prisons have become the breeding ground 
for a full spectrum of criminals, from drug 
pushers to kidnappers to terrorists. 
Improving conditions within them, and 
separating hardened criminals and 
militants from minor and �rst time 

NOVEMBER 2014 8 www.economica�a i r s . com .pk

COVER STORY

I

o�enders, juveniles and remand prisoners, 
therefore, is vital. Pakistan’s prison system, 
like the rest of its criminal justice sector, is 
incapable of keeping pace with rising 
crime and other critical security 
challenges, particularly the spread of 
violent extremism countrywide. All four 
provinces have signi�cantly more 
prisoners than their sanctioned capacity.

Punjab has over 53,000 inmates against a 
total authorised capacity of 21,527. In 
Sindh, the prison population has been 
reduced considerably since 2009, from 
over 20,000 to13, 282, but remains well 
above the authorised capacity of 10,450. 
In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s (KPK), there 
are 8,450 prisoners against a total capacity 
of 8,000, while in Baluchistan, there are 
2,643 against a capacity of 2,481.�e vast 
majority of prisoners are on remand. 
Prisons are grossly understa�ed and are 
poorly equipped.

With only one training institution for 
prison sta� countrywide, the National 
Academy for Prisons Administration 
(NAPA) in Lahore (formerly the Central 
Jail Sta� Training Institute), prison 
personnel generally lack the skills as well 
as the resources to manage prison 
populations. Living conditions for 
prisoners are abysmal, with inadequate 
funding resulting in prisons often lacking 
health care facilities and su�cient medical 
personnel. 

Ministry of Law, Justice and Human 
Rights is responsible body for prisons in 
Pakistan and International Studies for 
Prison Population reported around 74,944 
prisoners in Pakistan including pre-trial 
detainees and remand prisoners by around 
Dec 2012. Based on an estimated national 
population of 194.6 million at end of 2012 
(from United Nations �gures) prison 
population rate is 39 per 100,000 of 
national population. �ere are 97 prisons 
and o�cial capacity of prison system is 
42,617.

�ere are now thousands in prison, which 
are overcrowded, poorly structured, 
lacking basic facilities or separate health 
wings and screening systems to help 
identify any communicable diseases and 
there is hardly any distinction between the 
security levels. Sentenced, convicted 
serious criminals are all placed in the same 
prison and system has been functioning 
but, unlike 10 years ago, today when 
Pakistan is infected with the malignancy 
of terrorism people from all walks of life 
are questioning the security and safety of 
prison system.

Imprisoning massive numbers of 
people—including many thousands for 

Is it time to close the prisons?
Prison Break

drug possession, multiple law violations, 
and other victimless crimes—turns out to 
be an expensive failure. 

People in prison gain few of the skills 
needed to live successfully on the outside. 
Instead, they get lessons in crime, 
isolation, violence, and powerlessness. In 
fact, imprisoning people at this scale 
actually increases crime. And the system 
disproportionately punishes people of 
illiterate back ground and poor people, 
compounding the traumas of poverty, 
ethnic racism revenge and humiliation. 
�e concern of failing prisons and 
discoveries of threats to prisons are valid, 
and need to be reconciled with poor 
funding and the apparent ordinariness of 
prison for generalized groups of prisoners, 
about di�erences between prisoners and 
individual instances of 
violence/suicide/disorder, whose origins 
may have individual-psychological as well 
as situational-sociological components, 
and about the distinctions which may be 
drawn between prisons—some having 
more legitimate regimes than others. 
However, the absence of any preventive 
steps by the authorities to improve the 
security particularly following credible 
threats to prisons is surprising.

Today, the political crisis confronting 
Pakistan government is the general 
embarrassment and writ to hold the 
punishment sentenced by our current 
criminal justice system. In particular, 
many are calling for an end to the failed 
prison system and for reinventing and 
privatising the prisons. Privately run 
secure prisons and institutions are 
stepping up in West to assure the safety of 
their neighbourhoods and providing the 
most promising directions for reinventing 
the prison system. Experiments in 
restorative justice teach young people to 
settle disputes non-violently; 
communities are reaching out to inmates 
and ex-inmates; ex-o�enders are helping 
one another succeed on the outside. �e 
savings from closing unnecessary prisons 
and secret detention facilities could pay 
for programs that help stop crime and 

violence—plus much more.

 Major reforms are necessary to restore 
public con�dence in the government’s 
ability to enforce the rule of law while 
protecting the rights of all citizens. 
Having rati�ed the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR) and the UN Convention 
Against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment (UNCAT) in June 2010, the 
government should allocate the necessary 
human and �nancial resources and meet 
its obligations under these international 
treaties, so as to ensure that torture and 
other ill-treatment of detainees are 
stopped and that o�cials and institutions 
responsible for such practises are held 
accountable. If Pakistan’s prison system 
remains brutal, opaque and 
unaccountable, it will continue to 
aggravate rather than help resolve the 
country’s major internal security 
challenges.

�e burning question is can we reinvent 
the failed prison system or is it time to 
close the prisons? Critics will explore 
replacing our system of punishment, 
exclusion, and introducing criminal 
pro�ling and forensic risk evaluation and 
assessment to help manage risks posed by 
the hard core criminals whilst they are in 
custody and in secure environments like 
prisons. �e modern scienti�c application 
of forensic psychiatry would bridge the 
gap which is required to understand the 
psychodynamics of crime and criminal 
behaviour. We may never be without 
prisons, but we could have far fewer 
prisons, far fewer people trapped in a cycle 
of imprisonment, far fewer broken 
families, and far lower costs, both 
monetary and social. Punishment and 
humiliation can be replaced by 
responsibility, restoration, and forgiveness.
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above the authorised capacity of 10,450. 
In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s (KPK), there 
are 8,450 prisoners against a total capacity 
of 8,000, while in Baluchistan, there are 
2,643 against a capacity of 2,481.�e vast 
majority of prisoners are on remand. 
Prisons are grossly understa�ed and are 
poorly equipped.

With only one training institution for 
prison sta� countrywide, the National 
Academy for Prisons Administration 
(NAPA) in Lahore (formerly the Central 
Jail Sta� Training Institute), prison 
personnel generally lack the skills as well 
as the resources to manage prison 
populations. Living conditions for 
prisoners are abysmal, with inadequate 
funding resulting in prisons often lacking 
health care facilities and su�cient medical 
personnel. 

Ministry of Law, Justice and Human 
Rights is responsible body for prisons in 
Pakistan and International Studies for 
Prison Population reported around 74,944 
prisoners in Pakistan including pre-trial 
detainees and remand prisoners by around 
Dec 2012. Based on an estimated national 
population of 194.6 million at end of 2012 
(from United Nations �gures) prison 
population rate is 39 per 100,000 of 
national population. �ere are 97 prisons 
and o�cial capacity of prison system is 
42,617.

�ere are now thousands in prison, which 
are overcrowded, poorly structured, 
lacking basic facilities or separate health 
wings and screening systems to help 
identify any communicable diseases and 
there is hardly any distinction between the 
security levels. Sentenced, convicted 
serious criminals are all placed in the same 
prison and system has been functioning 
but, unlike 10 years ago, today when 
Pakistan is infected with the malignancy 
of terrorism people from all walks of life 
are questioning the security and safety of 
prison system.

Imprisoning massive numbers of 
people—including many thousands for 

drug possession, multiple law violations, 
and other victimless crimes—turns out to 
be an expensive failure. 

People in prison gain few of the skills 
needed to live successfully on the outside. 
Instead, they get lessons in crime, 
isolation, violence, and powerlessness. In 
fact, imprisoning people at this scale 
actually increases crime. And the system 
disproportionately punishes people of 
illiterate back ground and poor people, 
compounding the traumas of poverty, 
ethnic racism revenge and humiliation. 
�e concern of failing prisons and 
discoveries of threats to prisons are valid, 
and need to be reconciled with poor 
funding and the apparent ordinariness of 
prison for generalized groups of prisoners, 
about di�erences between prisoners and 
individual instances of 
violence/suicide/disorder, whose origins 
may have individual-psychological as well 
as situational-sociological components, 
and about the distinctions which may be 
drawn between prisons—some having 
more legitimate regimes than others. 
However, the absence of any preventive 
steps by the authorities to improve the 
security particularly following credible 
threats to prisons is surprising.

Today, the political crisis confronting 
Pakistan government is the general 
embarrassment and writ to hold the 
punishment sentenced by our current 
criminal justice system. In particular, 
many are calling for an end to the failed 
prison system and for reinventing and 
privatising the prisons. Privately run 
secure prisons and institutions are 
stepping up in West to assure the safety of 
their neighbourhoods and providing the 
most promising directions for reinventing 
the prison system. Experiments in 
restorative justice teach young people to 
settle disputes non-violently; 
communities are reaching out to inmates 
and ex-inmates; ex-o�enders are helping 
one another succeed on the outside. �e 
savings from closing unnecessary prisons 
and secret detention facilities could pay 
for programs that help stop crime and 

violence—plus much more.

 Major reforms are necessary to restore 
public con�dence in the government’s 
ability to enforce the rule of law while 
protecting the rights of all citizens. 
Having rati�ed the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR) and the UN Convention 
Against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment (UNCAT) in June 2010, the 
government should allocate the necessary 
human and �nancial resources and meet 
its obligations under these international 
treaties, so as to ensure that torture and 
other ill-treatment of detainees are 
stopped and that o�cials and institutions 
responsible for such practises are held 
accountable. If Pakistan’s prison system 
remains brutal, opaque and 
unaccountable, it will continue to 
aggravate rather than help resolve the 
country’s major internal security 
challenges.

�e burning question is can we reinvent 
the failed prison system or is it time to 
close the prisons? Critics will explore 
replacing our system of punishment, 
exclusion, and introducing criminal 
pro�ling and forensic risk evaluation and 
assessment to help manage risks posed by 
the hard core criminals whilst they are in 
custody and in secure environments like 
prisons. �e modern scienti�c application 
of forensic psychiatry would bridge the 
gap which is required to understand the 
psychodynamics of crime and criminal 
behaviour. We may never be without 
prisons, but we could have far fewer 
prisons, far fewer people trapped in a cycle 
of imprisonment, far fewer broken 
families, and far lower costs, both 
monetary and social. Punishment and 
humiliation can be replaced by 
responsibility, restoration, and forgiveness.

Representative of Sindh Rangers’ Col Tahir talking to the media persons during 
a press conference regarding the plot of terrorist incident in Central Jail.



construction schedule payments, bringing 
the �nal contract cost to $18.5 million. 
While State said in comments to a draft 
of this SIGAR report that it paid only 
$450,000 in additional accelerated 
payments to the contractor, only the $1.9 
million in accelerated payments stated in 
the �nal contract modi�cation appears in 
documents that watchdog agency received 
from State.

Pol-i-Charkhi prison’s renovation 
remains far from �nished, despite work 
beginning 5 years ago and spending $18.5 
million or almost all of the $20.2 million 
contract value. Further, some of the 
contractor’s renovation work was not 
completed according to contract 
requirements—most notably wood roof 
trusses were substituted without 
authorization for metal trusses and some 

30-year old wood trusses were 
simply covered with new roo�ng 
material rather then being 
replaced as the contract required. 
A corrupt COR was a factor in 
the oversight breakdown of the 
renovation work, and another 
COR who resigned from his 
position was a factor in the 
�nancial settlement for AWCC.

SIGAR recommended the 
Secretary of State direct INL to 
determine the extent to which 
AWCC substituted wood for 
metal trusses or covered, rather 
than replaced, existing wooden 
trusses without authorization, 
and take appropriate action to 

recoup any funds due from the contractor.

Another recommendation made by 
SIGAR is to conduct an inquiry into 
whether the contracting o�cer negotiated 
an equitable settlement agreement with 
AWCC, document all accelerated 
construction schedule payments, and take 
steps to recoup funds as appropriate.

Similarly US watchdog agency SIGAR 
also recommended besides two other 
suggestions to conduct a cost-bene�t 
analysis of alternative wastewater 
management systems and, if warranted, 
reissue an RFI soliciting proposed 
solutions to the prison’s wastewater 
management needs.

Reportedly, On May 6, 2007, two 
American soldiers, Colonel James W. 
Harrison Jr. and Master Sergeant 
Wilberto Sabalu, part of the oversight 
team, were shot dead by one of the 
Afghan guards. �is forced delay in 
construction as all the guards underwent 
new security checks.

A controversy was raised within the 
Afghan Cabinet as to which ministry 
would be responsible for the modernized 
part of the prison. By January 2008, 32 
captives from the US Guantanamo 

facility and 125 captives from 
the US Bagram detention 
center had been transferred 
to Pul-i-Charkhi. �e Center 
for Constitutional Rights 
reported that all of the 
Afghans repatriated to 
Afghanistan from April 2007 
were sent to the 
Pul-i-Charkhi prison.

In a letter written to secretary 
of State John.F.Kerry by the 

o�ce of SIGAR, the watch dog agency 
made following recommendations 
including (1) determine the extent to 
which AWCC substituted wood for metal 
trusses or covered, rather than replaced, 
existing wooden trusses without 
authorization and take appropriate action 
to recoup any funds due from the 
contractor; (2) conduct an inquiry into 
whether the contracting o�cer negotiated 
an equitable settlement agreement with 
AWCC, document all accelerated 
construction schedule payments, and take 
steps to recoup funds as appropriate; (3) 
conduct a cost-bene�t analysis of 
alternative wastewater management 
systems, and, if warranted, reissue a 
Request for Information soliciting 
proposed solutions to managing the 
prison’s wastewater management needs; 
(4) ensure that, before the follow-on 
renovation work and construction of the 
wastewater treatment plant or alternative 

�e prison became notorious for torture 
and executions after the 1978 Saur 
Revolution as well as during the 10 year 
Soviet war that followed. Between April 
1978 and the Soviet invasion of 
December 1979, the communist People's 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan 
(PDPA) under Noor Muhammad Taraki 
executed around 27,000 political 
prisoners at Pul-i-Charki.

Pol-i-Charkhi prison was built to house 
approximately 5,000 prisoners. In June 
2009, the Department of State’s Bureau of 
International Narcotics and Law 
Enforcement A�airs (INL) awarded a 
contract with a modi�ed valued of $20.2 
million to Al-Watan Construction 
Company (AWCC) to replace prison 
block holding areas with individual cells 

fghanistan, the land of 
warriors, has now turned into 
safe heaven for militants, it 
looks so. �e country gave 

another economic jerk to States 
Department, when a subsidiary watchdog 
agency of United States Defence section 
‘Special Inspector General for 
Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR)’ in 
its report unearthed massive corruption in 
the renovation project of Pol-i-Charkhi 
budgeting $20 million.   

Pul-i-Charkhi also known as Afghan 
National Detention Facility is the largest 
prison in Afghanistan located in East 
Kabul. Construction of the jail began in 
the 1970s by order of former president 
Mohammed Dawood Khan and was 
completed during the 1980s.
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CONFLICT

AMassive corruption 
in Pul-i-Charkhi 

prison’s renovation 
project funded by 

American 
taxpayer’s money.

SIGAR recommends 
US Secretary to 

conduct an inquiry 
into the matter

and renovate the prison’s infrastructure, 
including its plumbing, electrical, and 
septic systems. On November 26, 2010, 
the Department of State terminated the 
contract for convenience.

�e Department of State also funded 
three capital improvement projects—a 
potable water tower, a commercial power 
upgrade, and a new sta� barracks—at a 
cost of $5.3 million. All three projects 
were transferred to Afghan prison 
authorities.

According to the documents, available 
with Economic A�airs, more than 5 years 
after renovation work began, 
Pol-i-Charkhi prison has not been 
completed, and the contract has been 
terminated for convenience. �e 
Department of State’s (State) Bureau of 
International Narcotics and Law 
Enforcement A�airs (INL) paid 
Al-Watan Construction Company 
(AWCC) $18.5 million for work 
performed on a contract valued at $20.2 
million, even though AWCC only 
completed about 50 percent of the 
required work.

Furthermore, an independent �rm 
identi�ed defective workmanship, 
including the failure to 
back�ll trenches, improper 
roof �ashing, soil 
settlement issues, and the 
failure to connect six 
back-up generators to the 
prison’s power grid.

In 2007, the U.S. military 
began transferring some of 
its detainees from Bagram 
Air Base in Afghanistan to 
the Pul-i-Charkhi prison. By January 
2008, 125 detainees from Bagram 
detention facility and 32 detainees from 
the U.S. Guantanamo Bay detention 
camp had been transferred to 
Pul-i-Charkhi. By September 2009, the 
U.S. had transferred some 250 former 
detainees from its Guantánamo detention 
camp to Pul-i-Charkhi, often to the 
shock of their waiting families, according 
to Human Rights First (HRF).

�e United States has repeatedly 
announced that it will be shutting down 
its Guantanamo Bay detention camps, in 
Cuba. �e Americans planned to transfer 
most of the captives held in extrajudicial 
detention in Guantanamo, and in its less 
well known Bagram �eater internment 
facility to Afghan custody.

�e former president of United States 
President George. W. Bush negotiated a 
tentative deal with Afghan President, 

Hamid Karzai that the Afghans would 
accept prisoners from the Americans if 
the Americans expanded and modernized 
Afghan facilities and trained, and paid the 
salaries of the additional Afghan guards 
that would be required.

�e initial plan called for reducing the 
maximum number of men held per cell 
from the current eight, to just two. For 
security reasons every cell would be 
equipped with its own toilet, replacing the 
current insecure method of letting all the 
captives leave their cells and share a single 

toilet at the end of each cell-block.

SIGAR found that not all of AWCC’s 
work was completed according to contract 
requirements. AWCC substituted wood 
for metal roof trusses without 
authorization and covered 30-year old 
wood trusses with new roo�ng material, 
rather than replacing them as required 
under the contract.

AWCC’s work was overseen by a 
contracting o�cer’s representative—a 
State employee—who was later convicted 
in the United States for accepting 
gratuities from an INL contractor in a 
improper way.

�e US watchdog agency found 
Pol-i-Charkhi prison is being used, but in 
an overcrowded condition with prisoners 
housed in hallways. �e prison was 
designed for about 5,000 prisoners, but 
currently houses about 7,400.
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SIGAR

Afghanistan
absorbs $18.5million by
US against ‘Zero’ Document revealed that Afghan 

contractor improperly covered 
30-year-old wood trusses with new 
roo�ng material, rather than replacing 
them as required under the contract. INL 
o�cials stated that “Covering existing 
de�cient wood trusses with new roo�ng 
material would never have been approved 
by a U.S. government o�cial acting in 
good faith. However, AWCC performed 
those renovation activities under the 
oversight of a contracting o�cer’s 
representative (COR) who was later 
convicted in the United States of 
improperly accepting gratuities from 
Basirat Construction Firm. Further, even 
if the COR believed he was acting in good 
faith in this instance; Inspection o�cials 
were unable to locate documentation 
authorizing this substitution” INL o�cial 
stated.

On November 26, 2010, the Regional 
Procurement Support O�ce (RSPO) of 
US terminated AWCC’s INL-funded 
Pol-i-Charkhi prison renovation contract 

for convenience instead of default. On 
September 30, 2010, the contracting 
o�cer sent a Show Cause Notice to 
AWCC stating that the government was 
considering terminating the contract for 
default because, in its opinion, AWCC 
could not complete the project by the 
agreed-upon date of October 31, 2010.

On November 5, 2010, the contracting 
o�cer issued a Stop Work Order which 
noted that AWCC’s performance was 
deemed unsatisfactory due to its lack of 
progress on the project, labor unrest at the 
work site, and a lack of supplies to 
maintain e�cient progress. �en, on 
November 26, 2012, the RPSO 
contracting o�cer issued AWCC a 
termination for convenience letter.

After a 2-year negotiation that concluded 
in December 2012, RPSO agreed to an 
$18.5 million settlement with AWCC at 
92 percent of the $20.2 million contract 
value. RPSO agreed to the settlement 
despite INL and Batoor reports showing 
that AWCC only completed about 50 
percent of the work required under the 
contract.

�e �nal contract modi�cation in 
December 2012 re�ecting a settlement 
agreement showed that contracting o�cer 
granted AWCC $1.9 million—out of a 
possible $3.6 million—in accelerated 

system begins, that it has a written 
monitoring plan in place to oversee the 
work performed pursuant to the two 
contracts; and (5) identify the scope of 
work and conduct a cost-bene�t analysis 
of awarding a separate contract—on an 
expedited basis—to hook-up the prison’s 
six back-up power diesel generators.



construction schedule payments, bringing 
the �nal contract cost to $18.5 million. 
While State said in comments to a draft 
of this SIGAR report that it paid only 
$450,000 in additional accelerated 
payments to the contractor, only the $1.9 
million in accelerated payments stated in 
the �nal contract modi�cation appears in 
documents that watchdog agency received 
from State.

Pol-i-Charkhi prison’s renovation 
remains far from �nished, despite work 
beginning 5 years ago and spending $18.5 
million or almost all of the $20.2 million 
contract value. Further, some of the 
contractor’s renovation work was not 
completed according to contract 
requirements—most notably wood roof 
trusses were substituted without 
authorization for metal trusses and some 

30-year old wood trusses were 
simply covered with new roo�ng 
material rather then being 
replaced as the contract required. 
A corrupt COR was a factor in 
the oversight breakdown of the 
renovation work, and another 
COR who resigned from his 
position was a factor in the 
�nancial settlement for AWCC.

SIGAR recommended the 
Secretary of State direct INL to 
determine the extent to which 
AWCC substituted wood for 
metal trusses or covered, rather 
than replaced, existing wooden 
trusses without authorization, 
and take appropriate action to 

recoup any funds due from the contractor.

Another recommendation made by 
SIGAR is to conduct an inquiry into 
whether the contracting o�cer negotiated 
an equitable settlement agreement with 
AWCC, document all accelerated 
construction schedule payments, and take 
steps to recoup funds as appropriate.

Similarly US watchdog agency SIGAR 
also recommended besides two other 
suggestions to conduct a cost-bene�t 
analysis of alternative wastewater 
management systems and, if warranted, 
reissue an RFI soliciting proposed 
solutions to the prison’s wastewater 
management needs.

Reportedly, On May 6, 2007, two 
American soldiers, Colonel James W. 
Harrison Jr. and Master Sergeant 
Wilberto Sabalu, part of the oversight 
team, were shot dead by one of the 
Afghan guards. �is forced delay in 
construction as all the guards underwent 
new security checks.

A controversy was raised within the 
Afghan Cabinet as to which ministry 
would be responsible for the modernized 
part of the prison. By January 2008, 32 
captives from the US Guantanamo 

facility and 125 captives from 
the US Bagram detention 
center had been transferred 
to Pul-i-Charkhi. �e Center 
for Constitutional Rights 
reported that all of the 
Afghans repatriated to 
Afghanistan from April 2007 
were sent to the 
Pul-i-Charkhi prison.

In a letter written to secretary 
of State John.F.Kerry by the 

o�ce of SIGAR, the watch dog agency 
made following recommendations 
including (1) determine the extent to 
which AWCC substituted wood for metal 
trusses or covered, rather than replaced, 
existing wooden trusses without 
authorization and take appropriate action 
to recoup any funds due from the 
contractor; (2) conduct an inquiry into 
whether the contracting o�cer negotiated 
an equitable settlement agreement with 
AWCC, document all accelerated 
construction schedule payments, and take 
steps to recoup funds as appropriate; (3) 
conduct a cost-bene�t analysis of 
alternative wastewater management 
systems, and, if warranted, reissue a 
Request for Information soliciting 
proposed solutions to managing the 
prison’s wastewater management needs; 
(4) ensure that, before the follow-on 
renovation work and construction of the 
wastewater treatment plant or alternative 

�e prison became notorious for torture 
and executions after the 1978 Saur 
Revolution as well as during the 10 year 
Soviet war that followed. Between April 
1978 and the Soviet invasion of 
December 1979, the communist People's 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan 
(PDPA) under Noor Muhammad Taraki 
executed around 27,000 political 
prisoners at Pul-i-Charki.

Pol-i-Charkhi prison was built to house 
approximately 5,000 prisoners. In June 
2009, the Department of State’s Bureau of 
International Narcotics and Law 
Enforcement A�airs (INL) awarded a 
contract with a modi�ed valued of $20.2 
million to Al-Watan Construction 
Company (AWCC) to replace prison 
block holding areas with individual cells 

fghanistan, the land of 
warriors, has now turned into 
safe heaven for militants, it 
looks so. �e country gave 

another economic jerk to States 
Department, when a subsidiary watchdog 
agency of United States Defence section 
‘Special Inspector General for 
Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR)’ in 
its report unearthed massive corruption in 
the renovation project of Pol-i-Charkhi 
budgeting $20 million.   

Pul-i-Charkhi also known as Afghan 
National Detention Facility is the largest 
prison in Afghanistan located in East 
Kabul. Construction of the jail began in 
the 1970s by order of former president 
Mohammed Dawood Khan and was 
completed during the 1980s.
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and renovate the prison’s infrastructure, 
including its plumbing, electrical, and 
septic systems. On November 26, 2010, 
the Department of State terminated the 
contract for convenience.

�e Department of State also funded 
three capital improvement projects—a 
potable water tower, a commercial power 
upgrade, and a new sta� barracks—at a 
cost of $5.3 million. All three projects 
were transferred to Afghan prison 
authorities.

According to the documents, available 
with Economic A�airs, more than 5 years 
after renovation work began, 
Pol-i-Charkhi prison has not been 
completed, and the contract has been 
terminated for convenience. �e 
Department of State’s (State) Bureau of 
International Narcotics and Law 
Enforcement A�airs (INL) paid 
Al-Watan Construction Company 
(AWCC) $18.5 million for work 
performed on a contract valued at $20.2 
million, even though AWCC only 
completed about 50 percent of the 
required work.

Furthermore, an independent �rm 
identi�ed defective workmanship, 
including the failure to 
back�ll trenches, improper 
roof �ashing, soil 
settlement issues, and the 
failure to connect six 
back-up generators to the 
prison’s power grid.

In 2007, the U.S. military 
began transferring some of 
its detainees from Bagram 
Air Base in Afghanistan to 
the Pul-i-Charkhi prison. By January 
2008, 125 detainees from Bagram 
detention facility and 32 detainees from 
the U.S. Guantanamo Bay detention 
camp had been transferred to 
Pul-i-Charkhi. By September 2009, the 
U.S. had transferred some 250 former 
detainees from its Guantánamo detention 
camp to Pul-i-Charkhi, often to the 
shock of their waiting families, according 
to Human Rights First (HRF).

�e United States has repeatedly 
announced that it will be shutting down 
its Guantanamo Bay detention camps, in 
Cuba. �e Americans planned to transfer 
most of the captives held in extrajudicial 
detention in Guantanamo, and in its less 
well known Bagram �eater internment 
facility to Afghan custody.

�e former president of United States 
President George. W. Bush negotiated a 
tentative deal with Afghan President, 

Hamid Karzai that the Afghans would 
accept prisoners from the Americans if 
the Americans expanded and modernized 
Afghan facilities and trained, and paid the 
salaries of the additional Afghan guards 
that would be required.

�e initial plan called for reducing the 
maximum number of men held per cell 
from the current eight, to just two. For 
security reasons every cell would be 
equipped with its own toilet, replacing the 
current insecure method of letting all the 
captives leave their cells and share a single 

toilet at the end of each cell-block.

SIGAR found that not all of AWCC’s 
work was completed according to contract 
requirements. AWCC substituted wood 
for metal roof trusses without 
authorization and covered 30-year old 
wood trusses with new roo�ng material, 
rather than replacing them as required 
under the contract.

AWCC’s work was overseen by a 
contracting o�cer’s representative—a 
State employee—who was later convicted 
in the United States for accepting 
gratuities from an INL contractor in a 
improper way.

�e US watchdog agency found 
Pol-i-Charkhi prison is being used, but in 
an overcrowded condition with prisoners 
housed in hallways. �e prison was 
designed for about 5,000 prisoners, but 
currently houses about 7,400.

International Narcotics and Law 
Enforcement Affairs (INL) paid AWCC 
$18.5 million for work performed on a 
contract valued at $20.2 million, even 
though AWCC only completed about 

50 percent of the required work. Document revealed that Afghan 
contractor improperly covered 
30-year-old wood trusses with new 
roo�ng material, rather than replacing 
them as required under the contract. INL 
o�cials stated that “Covering existing 
de�cient wood trusses with new roo�ng 
material would never have been approved 
by a U.S. government o�cial acting in 
good faith. However, AWCC performed 
those renovation activities under the 
oversight of a contracting o�cer’s 
representative (COR) who was later 
convicted in the United States of 
improperly accepting gratuities from 
Basirat Construction Firm. Further, even 
if the COR believed he was acting in good 
faith in this instance; Inspection o�cials 
were unable to locate documentation 
authorizing this substitution” INL o�cial 
stated.

On November 26, 2010, the Regional 
Procurement Support O�ce (RSPO) of 
US terminated AWCC’s INL-funded 
Pol-i-Charkhi prison renovation contract 

for convenience instead of default. On 
September 30, 2010, the contracting 
o�cer sent a Show Cause Notice to 
AWCC stating that the government was 
considering terminating the contract for 
default because, in its opinion, AWCC 
could not complete the project by the 
agreed-upon date of October 31, 2010.

On November 5, 2010, the contracting 
o�cer issued a Stop Work Order which 
noted that AWCC’s performance was 
deemed unsatisfactory due to its lack of 
progress on the project, labor unrest at the 
work site, and a lack of supplies to 
maintain e�cient progress. �en, on 
November 26, 2012, the RPSO 
contracting o�cer issued AWCC a 
termination for convenience letter.

After a 2-year negotiation that concluded 
in December 2012, RPSO agreed to an 
$18.5 million settlement with AWCC at 
92 percent of the $20.2 million contract 
value. RPSO agreed to the settlement 
despite INL and Batoor reports showing 
that AWCC only completed about 50 
percent of the work required under the 
contract.

�e �nal contract modi�cation in 
December 2012 re�ecting a settlement 
agreement showed that contracting o�cer 
granted AWCC $1.9 million—out of a 
possible $3.6 million—in accelerated 

system begins, that it has a written 
monitoring plan in place to oversee the 
work performed pursuant to the two 
contracts; and (5) identify the scope of 
work and conduct a cost-bene�t analysis 
of awarding a separate contract—on an 
expedited basis—to hook-up the prison’s 
six back-up power diesel generators.



construction schedule payments, bringing 
the �nal contract cost to $18.5 million. 
While State said in comments to a draft 
of this SIGAR report that it paid only 
$450,000 in additional accelerated 
payments to the contractor, only the $1.9 
million in accelerated payments stated in 
the �nal contract modi�cation appears in 
documents that watchdog agency received 
from State.

Pol-i-Charkhi prison’s renovation 
remains far from �nished, despite work 
beginning 5 years ago and spending $18.5 
million or almost all of the $20.2 million 
contract value. Further, some of the 
contractor’s renovation work was not 
completed according to contract 
requirements—most notably wood roof 
trusses were substituted without 
authorization for metal trusses and some 

30-year old wood trusses were 
simply covered with new roo�ng 
material rather then being 
replaced as the contract required. 
A corrupt COR was a factor in 
the oversight breakdown of the 
renovation work, and another 
COR who resigned from his 
position was a factor in the 
�nancial settlement for AWCC.

SIGAR recommended the 
Secretary of State direct INL to 
determine the extent to which 
AWCC substituted wood for 
metal trusses or covered, rather 
than replaced, existing wooden 
trusses without authorization, 
and take appropriate action to 

recoup any funds due from the contractor.

Another recommendation made by 
SIGAR is to conduct an inquiry into 
whether the contracting o�cer negotiated 
an equitable settlement agreement with 
AWCC, document all accelerated 
construction schedule payments, and take 
steps to recoup funds as appropriate.

Similarly US watchdog agency SIGAR 
also recommended besides two other 
suggestions to conduct a cost-bene�t 
analysis of alternative wastewater 
management systems and, if warranted, 
reissue an RFI soliciting proposed 
solutions to the prison’s wastewater 
management needs.

Reportedly, On May 6, 2007, two 
American soldiers, Colonel James W. 
Harrison Jr. and Master Sergeant 
Wilberto Sabalu, part of the oversight 
team, were shot dead by one of the 
Afghan guards. �is forced delay in 
construction as all the guards underwent 
new security checks.

A controversy was raised within the 
Afghan Cabinet as to which ministry 
would be responsible for the modernized 
part of the prison. By January 2008, 32 
captives from the US Guantanamo 

facility and 125 captives from 
the US Bagram detention 
center had been transferred 
to Pul-i-Charkhi. �e Center 
for Constitutional Rights 
reported that all of the 
Afghans repatriated to 
Afghanistan from April 2007 
were sent to the 
Pul-i-Charkhi prison.

In a letter written to secretary 
of State John.F.Kerry by the 

o�ce of SIGAR, the watch dog agency 
made following recommendations 
including (1) determine the extent to 
which AWCC substituted wood for metal 
trusses or covered, rather than replaced, 
existing wooden trusses without 
authorization and take appropriate action 
to recoup any funds due from the 
contractor; (2) conduct an inquiry into 
whether the contracting o�cer negotiated 
an equitable settlement agreement with 
AWCC, document all accelerated 
construction schedule payments, and take 
steps to recoup funds as appropriate; (3) 
conduct a cost-bene�t analysis of 
alternative wastewater management 
systems, and, if warranted, reissue a 
Request for Information soliciting 
proposed solutions to managing the 
prison’s wastewater management needs; 
(4) ensure that, before the follow-on 
renovation work and construction of the 
wastewater treatment plant or alternative 

�e prison became notorious for torture 
and executions after the 1978 Saur 
Revolution as well as during the 10 year 
Soviet war that followed. Between April 
1978 and the Soviet invasion of 
December 1979, the communist People's 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan 
(PDPA) under Noor Muhammad Taraki 
executed around 27,000 political 
prisoners at Pul-i-Charki.

Pol-i-Charkhi prison was built to house 
approximately 5,000 prisoners. In June 
2009, the Department of State’s Bureau of 
International Narcotics and Law 
Enforcement A�airs (INL) awarded a 
contract with a modi�ed valued of $20.2 
million to Al-Watan Construction 
Company (AWCC) to replace prison 
block holding areas with individual cells 

fghanistan, the land of 
warriors, has now turned into 
safe heaven for militants, it 
looks so. �e country gave 

another economic jerk to States 
Department, when a subsidiary watchdog 
agency of United States Defence section 
‘Special Inspector General for 
Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR)’ in 
its report unearthed massive corruption in 
the renovation project of Pol-i-Charkhi 
budgeting $20 million.   

Pul-i-Charkhi also known as Afghan 
National Detention Facility is the largest 
prison in Afghanistan located in East 
Kabul. Construction of the jail began in 
the 1970s by order of former president 
Mohammed Dawood Khan and was 
completed during the 1980s.
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and renovate the prison’s infrastructure, 
including its plumbing, electrical, and 
septic systems. On November 26, 2010, 
the Department of State terminated the 
contract for convenience.

�e Department of State also funded 
three capital improvement projects—a 
potable water tower, a commercial power 
upgrade, and a new sta� barracks—at a 
cost of $5.3 million. All three projects 
were transferred to Afghan prison 
authorities.

According to the documents, available 
with Economic A�airs, more than 5 years 
after renovation work began, 
Pol-i-Charkhi prison has not been 
completed, and the contract has been 
terminated for convenience. �e 
Department of State’s (State) Bureau of 
International Narcotics and Law 
Enforcement A�airs (INL) paid 
Al-Watan Construction Company 
(AWCC) $18.5 million for work 
performed on a contract valued at $20.2 
million, even though AWCC only 
completed about 50 percent of the 
required work.

Furthermore, an independent �rm 
identi�ed defective workmanship, 
including the failure to 
back�ll trenches, improper 
roof �ashing, soil 
settlement issues, and the 
failure to connect six 
back-up generators to the 
prison’s power grid.

In 2007, the U.S. military 
began transferring some of 
its detainees from Bagram 
Air Base in Afghanistan to 
the Pul-i-Charkhi prison. By January 
2008, 125 detainees from Bagram 
detention facility and 32 detainees from 
the U.S. Guantanamo Bay detention 
camp had been transferred to 
Pul-i-Charkhi. By September 2009, the 
U.S. had transferred some 250 former 
detainees from its Guantánamo detention 
camp to Pul-i-Charkhi, often to the 
shock of their waiting families, according 
to Human Rights First (HRF).

�e United States has repeatedly 
announced that it will be shutting down 
its Guantanamo Bay detention camps, in 
Cuba. �e Americans planned to transfer 
most of the captives held in extrajudicial 
detention in Guantanamo, and in its less 
well known Bagram �eater internment 
facility to Afghan custody.

�e former president of United States 
President George. W. Bush negotiated a 
tentative deal with Afghan President, 

Hamid Karzai that the Afghans would 
accept prisoners from the Americans if 
the Americans expanded and modernized 
Afghan facilities and trained, and paid the 
salaries of the additional Afghan guards 
that would be required.

�e initial plan called for reducing the 
maximum number of men held per cell 
from the current eight, to just two. For 
security reasons every cell would be 
equipped with its own toilet, replacing the 
current insecure method of letting all the 
captives leave their cells and share a single 

toilet at the end of each cell-block.

SIGAR found that not all of AWCC’s 
work was completed according to contract 
requirements. AWCC substituted wood 
for metal roof trusses without 
authorization and covered 30-year old 
wood trusses with new roo�ng material, 
rather than replacing them as required 
under the contract.

AWCC’s work was overseen by a 
contracting o�cer’s representative—a 
State employee—who was later convicted 
in the United States for accepting 
gratuities from an INL contractor in a 
improper way.

�e US watchdog agency found 
Pol-i-Charkhi prison is being used, but in 
an overcrowded condition with prisoners 
housed in hallways. �e prison was 
designed for about 5,000 prisoners, but 
currently houses about 7,400.

Document revealed that Afghan 
contractor improperly covered 
30-year-old wood trusses with new 
roo�ng material, rather than replacing 
them as required under the contract. INL 
o�cials stated that “Covering existing 
de�cient wood trusses with new roo�ng 
material would never have been approved 
by a U.S. government o�cial acting in 
good faith. However, AWCC performed 
those renovation activities under the 
oversight of a contracting o�cer’s 
representative (COR) who was later 
convicted in the United States of 
improperly accepting gratuities from 
Basirat Construction Firm. Further, even 
if the COR believed he was acting in good 
faith in this instance; Inspection o�cials 
were unable to locate documentation 
authorizing this substitution” INL o�cial 
stated.

On November 26, 2010, the Regional 
Procurement Support O�ce (RSPO) of 
US terminated AWCC’s INL-funded 
Pol-i-Charkhi prison renovation contract 

for convenience instead of default. On 
September 30, 2010, the contracting 
o�cer sent a Show Cause Notice to 
AWCC stating that the government was 
considering terminating the contract for 
default because, in its opinion, AWCC 
could not complete the project by the 
agreed-upon date of October 31, 2010.

On November 5, 2010, the contracting 
o�cer issued a Stop Work Order which 
noted that AWCC’s performance was 
deemed unsatisfactory due to its lack of 
progress on the project, labor unrest at the 
work site, and a lack of supplies to 
maintain e�cient progress. �en, on 
November 26, 2012, the RPSO 
contracting o�cer issued AWCC a 
termination for convenience letter.

After a 2-year negotiation that concluded 
in December 2012, RPSO agreed to an 
$18.5 million settlement with AWCC at 
92 percent of the $20.2 million contract 
value. RPSO agreed to the settlement 
despite INL and Batoor reports showing 
that AWCC only completed about 50 
percent of the work required under the 
contract.

�e �nal contract modi�cation in 
December 2012 re�ecting a settlement 
agreement showed that contracting o�cer 
granted AWCC $1.9 million—out of a 
possible $3.6 million—in accelerated 

system begins, that it has a written 
monitoring plan in place to oversee the 
work performed pursuant to the two 
contracts; and (5) identify the scope of 
work and conduct a cost-bene�t analysis 
of awarding a separate contract—on an 
expedited basis—to hook-up the prison’s 
six back-up power diesel generators.

The former President of United States 
George.W.Bush negotiated a tentative deal 
with Afghan President Hamid Karzai that 
the Afghans would accept prisoners from 
the Americans if the Americans expanded 
and modernized Afghan facilities, and paid 
salaries of the additional Afghan guards 

that would be required.

Zeeshan Javaid
is the Deputy Editor of

this magazine. 
Email: editor@economicaffairs.info



ACCOUNTABILITY

ational Accountability Bureau 
of Pakistan, the country’s apex 
anti-corruption arm has 
recovered 4 billion Rupees 

during last one year. �is shows that the 
organization is not only working to ful�ll 
its duties but also for curbing �nancial 
crimes and systematic corruption from 
the country.

If we look at the performance of NAB, 
Nab received 19,816 complaints in the 
last one year, out of which it authorized 
767 inquiries, while 276 cases were 
converted into investigations and 152 
references were �led in the 
Accountability Courts. �e �gures of 
complaints, inquiries and investigations 
are almost double as compared to the 
same period of October 2012 to 
September 2013 with 10,414 complaints, 
276 inquiries, 84 investigations and 138 
references respectively.

�e comparative �gures for the latest two 
years are indicative of the fact that 
NAB's working and performance has 
improved compared to its performance in 
previous years. Increase in the number of 
complaints also re�ects enhanced public 
trusted in the NAB. �e PILDAT report 
for the last year also supports the position 
stated above as 42% people trusted NAB 
against 30 % for police and 29 % for 

government o�cials.

NAB has been rejuvenated in the past 
year and increased e�orts are going in to 
make it a more credible and e�cient 
anti-corruption organization. �e 
enforcement e�orts in the shape of 
complaint veri�cation, inquiries and 
investigations have shown a marked 
improvement. �e concept of Combined 
Investigation Teams (CITs) comprising 
of at least two Investigating O�cers, a 
legal consultant and a Case O�cer 
(Additional Director) along-with other 
experts from the relevant required �eld, 
has been strengthened. �is helps in a 
team work concept and leaves no room 
for discretion. �e HQs Operations 
Division analysis monitors the Regional 
CIT reports before presenting the same 
to the Executive Board Meeting (EBM).

�e organizational structure has been 
improved and the Prosecution Division 
has been allocated additional manpower 
in the shape of hiring competent law 
o�cers.  �e conviction rate target has 
been increased from 65% to 75%. All 
regional o�ces has been rejuvenated with 
enforced commitment for the 
elimination of the crime.

�e methodology, approved in the 19th 
DGs conference, is based upon the 
principles of Prevention, Enforcement 

and Prosecution (PEP). �e Awareness 
and Prevention (A&P) Division of NAB 
has been strengthened to deal with the 
menace of corruption in a holistic 
manner. Over 4000 Character Building 
Societies (CBSs) have been established 
in the country in universities, colleges 
and schools during the last one year to 
create awareness against corruption. 
Youth is considered a vanguard in this 
�ght.  

To improve institutional working in the 
NAB and to employ uniform working 
practices throughout the regions, 
Standard Operating Procedures (SoPs) 
have been prepared after a 
comprehensive consultative process. 
Chairman NAB had directed to prepare 
these SoPs in order to �ll in knowledge 
gaps, bring uniformity and 
standardization in NABs work across the 
country and to improve self-discipline, 
better planning and management.

NAB leadership is resolved to have board 
accountability in an objective and 
impartial manner. Inquiries and 
investigations have been initiated against 
all those for whom credible and 
corroborative evidence is available 
without any political or personal malice. 
A number of high pro�le cases involving 
personalities, the political, bureaucratic 
and business �elds have been instituted 
in the courts. Appeals haven been �led in 
cases where NAB prosecution opined to 
pursue these at higher forums without 
any distinction of rank and status.

�e NAB is committed to carry out its 
cause and mandate of rooting out 
corruption and corrupt practices from 
the country without any in�uence, stress 
or pressure.

N

NAB’s unprecedented
performance

The institution recovering
national wealth
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A special interview with Ambassador of
Hungary to Pakistan

H.E. Mr. István Szabó



�e Hungarians feel proud of the short 
history of uprising event in 1956. It was 
a nationwide revolt against the 
communist regime and its 
Soviet-imposed policies, lasting from 
23 October until 4November 1956. 

Is Hungary proud of the fact that the 
world renowned philanthropist George 
Soros was born in Hungary? 

�ere is no doubt that George Soros 
was the wealthiest Hungarian national 
and he did a lot in di�erent sectors 
particularly in education and trade. He 
played an important role in the peaceful 
transition from communism to market 
economy in Hungary. In 1991 he 
founded Central European University 
in Budapest and provided an 
endowment of $880 million, making it 
one of the wealthiest in Europe. 
However, every businessman �rst 
thinksof attaininga pro�t against his 
investment.

Which job you would de�nitely never 
want?

To be the Prime Minster of a country.

What career other than yours would you 
love to pursue?

In early youth days, it was my dream to 
become a sailor or Navy merchant to 
explore the world. My current job has 
been facilitating me in the same way 
that I dreamed.

What is your message to the people of 
Pakistan?

I believe people of Pakistan have 
atremendous potential to grow. �is 
country is also blessed with huge 
natural and other resources which still 
need to be explore, not by anybody else, 
but by Pakistanis themselves. So my 
message to the people of Pakistan is to 
have a sense of ownership and 
engagement; ownership of whatever the 
country is o�ering to its citizens and 
engaging in �nding inclusive solutions 
to the problems. �is way the solutions 
to the problems will come from within 
the society and these solutions would 
last long.
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“�e acts of terrorism, volatile law and 
order and political instability, coupled 
with geographical distance have 
adversely a�ected trade volumes 
between Pakistan and Hungary. 
However, with the incessant e�orts of 
the Hungarian embassy in Islamabad, 
some business giants are making head 
way to invest in energy, trade, telecom 
and education sectors in Pakistan”, H.E. 
Mr. István Szabó, the Ambassador of 
Peoples Republic of Hungary to 
Pakistan said in an exclusive interview 
with Economic A�airs.

EA: As the Ambassador of Hungary to 
Pakistan, what aspects of bilateral 
relations do you consider a priority?

István Szabó: Pakistan and Hungary 
enjoystrong bilateral relations. Hungary 
is among those countries that 
recognized Pakistan soon after its 
independence. In 2015, we are going to 
celebrate the �rst Golden Jubilee of our 
diplomatic relations. 

What is your foreign policy regarding 
Pakistan and this region?

�e Hungarian government announced 
a new foreign policy doctrine in 2010 
called “Eastern Opening”, through 
which the country hopes to “re-launch 
and rejuvenate” ties with countries 
around the world, especially in Asia, 
Middle East, Latin America and 
Sub-Sahara region. �e Hungarian 
government has shifted the 
administrative control of trade strips to 
department of foreign a�airs, which is 
now known by a new name “Ministry of 
Foreign A�airs and Trade’. It will also 
look after the economic relations 
between Hungary and eastern side of 
the world. And, let me assure that 
Pakistan would be a major focus in 
Hungary’s foreign policy’s new 
doctrine. 

Hungary has been a member of the EU 
since 2004. How do you evaluate 
relations between Pakistan and the 
European Union?

EU is not only a huge trade market but 
also an active partner of Pakistan in 
building institutes of democracy, human 
rights and education. �e GSP+ status 
has unlocked the EU market for 
Pakistani goods, allowing access to 90 
per cent of Pakistani exportable items 
into EU markets.

EA: Hungary became a member of 

NATO in 1999, and joined the EU in 
2004. How do you foresee the cooperation 
between Pakistan and NATO?

�e cooperation amongst North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
and Pakistan can promote stability in 
South Asian region particularly in 
Afghanistan. However, there is a need 
to eliminate the perception that NATO 
only has military operations; it can also 
help Pakistan withdisaster 
management.

Could you comment on the economic 
cooperation between our countries?

Last year, the volume of trade between 
Pakistan and Hungary was recorded up 
to $35-40 million. Shifting of Hungary 
based cellular company ‘Nokia’ to China 
caused declinein bilateral trade volume. 
However, there has been an increase in 
export of other items. 

Pakistani businessmen, who are 
interested in doing trade with Hungary, 
should identify their areas of interest 
before contacting the embassy. We are 
always readyto facilitate them to reach 
their customers in Hungary and to 
resolve legal procedures. 

And what is happening in the sphere of 
culture and tourism?

We would like to see Pakistan as a land 
of peace for tourists. �ere is no doubt 
that many of areas in Pakistan are 
enriched with natural beauty and 
engulfed with mountains, lakes, lush 
green landscapes and above all the 
traditional delicious food. However the 
current law and order situation in 
Pakistan discourages tourists to visit 
these areas. You will be surprised to 
know that Hungary has a total 
population of ten million people, while 
every year over eight million 
touristsvisit Hungary from around the 
world.

What is Hungary’s policy for business 
visa and visa for studies? Would you 
encourage Pakistani businessmen and 
students to visit Hungary? 

�e Hungarian Embassy follows the 
Schengen Visa rules, so applicants who 
ful�ll the visa requirements for any 
category whether its business, tourism 
or education,are welcome to travel and 
explore Hungary. 

How do the Hungarians remember the 
Hungarian Uprising of 1956? 

Zeeshan Javaid
is the Deputy Editor of

this magazine. 
Email: editor@economicaffairs.info
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HEALTH

Embedding an
accusation within
an Economic Model

The death of Liberian tourist 
‘Ducan’ who was diseased by 
deadly virus Ebola, opens the 
door to journalists seeking to 

embed a racism accusation 
within an economic model
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It is unfortunate that United States 
“patient zero” for Ebola was a 
foreign national from Liberia.  He 
committed legal fraud regarding his 

exposure history when securing a visa to 
visit my nation. Yet it is equally 
unfortunate that he did not survive. His 
death opened the door to journalists 
seeking to embed a racism accusation 
within an economic model. A charge of 
substandard treatment for a black man 
from Africa is in�ammatory. It is also a 
highly insulting speculation leveled 
against the very doctors and nurses who 
provided Mr. �omas Duncan with his 
medical treatment. 

Bigotry had no place in the initial 
discharge of Mr. Duncan from 
Presbyterian Hospital in Dallas. �e 
medical chart gave a diagnosis of sinus 
infection. He was dispatched with a 
prescription for antibiotics. But because 
Mr. Duncan was a black man from 
Liberia, and because he perished, the 
usual anti-white bigots have churned out 
headlines with charges of racism.

Call it not racism. Call it not racism, any 
aspect of the medical care bequeathed on 
Mr. Duncan. �is senseless cacophony of 
sound remains irritating to those of us 
who work professionally within this vast 
behemoth known as the American 
healthcare industry. We toil consistently 
and in ethical manner for those under our 
medical guardianship. We consider it a 
privilege to care for the poorest members 
of society. Strength of national character is 
exempli�ed in the manner in which a 
nation cares for the weakest link. 
Individuals are at their weakest when ill. 
In the world of healing science, we are 
more like Mother Teresa than Charles 
Darwin. �e plug on your ventilator 
would be pulled by Darwin and chalked 
up to destiny. Doctors and nurses? We 
want you to recover and return to your 
family.

�e price tag for Mr. Duncan's care paints 
a clear picture. Local media outlets stated 
his care cost one thousand dollars per 
hour.  �e cost of his care is now 
physically borne by registered nurses who 
were consistently at his bedside. On 
Saturday, October 11th, nurses in Dallas 
awakened to a new reality. Nina Pham, 
R.N. was diagnosed with Ebola. She 
began her isolation at the same hospital 
where Mr. Duncan received his care. She 
has been moved to the National Institutes 
of Health in Bethesda, Maryland. NIH 
has only two bio-containment units for 
this risk level of pathogen. �e second 
nurse who contracted Ebola was Amber 

Vinson. She was moved to Emory 
Hospital.  As of October 15th Dallas 
County had invested one million dollars 
in our Ebola response for investigation, 
quarantine, HazMat services, etc. Ebola is 
not only a killer. Ebola cripples. It can 
cripple an economy.

Return to an economic model.  Examine 
the present and future impact of Ebola 
based on the law of supply and demand. 
Consider the implications of a widening 
epidemiological path and how it impacts 
trickledown economics.  Look at the hard 
data and consider the mathematics.

When countries are sorted by total 
expenditure of health based on PPP 
(purchasing power parity) per capita and 
health care as a percentage of GDP, the 
United States is like the Excelsior 
diamond. We are at the top of the list.  
Americans value health. Our government 
invests in healthcare infrastructure, goods, 
and services to keep our workforce strong. 
�e United States has 893,851 active 
physicians. An estimated 2.7-2.8 million 

registered nurses are available to meet 
healthcare needs. We have hospitals 
dotted across the landscape. Texas is at the 
top of the list with an astounding 379 
hospitals. Pakistan remains within the 
bottom ten percentile.  South Sudan and 
Zimbabwe? �ey take a dive o� the 
healthcare cli� and land with a thud, 
deserving of a post-mortem.

No individual nation (even the wealthiest) 
can function as a global supply chain for 
medical resources, healthcare workers, 
equipment, and the complexes which 
house the same. Liberia, from whence Mr. 
Duncan �ed, is the �fth poorest nation in 
the world. �e news gets worse when 
looking at global poverty. According to 
the UNDP Multidimensional Poverty 
Index, almost 1.5 billion individuals in 
ninety-one developing countries are living 
in poverty with overlapping deprivations 
in health, education and living standards.  
I observed the deprivation �rst hand 
when part of a military humanitarian 
e�ort in W. Africa.  �e doctors and 
nurses fell silent when our convoy pulled 
up to the �rst of many locations to 

provide assistance. Approximately a 
thousand souls were lined up awaiting our 
arrival. Some had walked for three days to 
take advantage of this opportunity.  �ese 
wonderful folks received eye exams and 
glasses. We provided physical exams, 
dentistry services, minor surgeries and 
pharmaceutical support. All care rendered 
was gratis for our clients. American tax 
dollars were at work and the United 
States Naval Reserve functioned as the 
charitable arm of my nation. Yet we 
cannot consistently provide for 
overarching global medical support. It is 
unrealistic.

West Africa has Ebola.  For that, I am 
very sorry.  �e disease is now in Europe 
and the United States.  Welcome to a 
world where bad outcomes and chaotic 
scrambling continues along. It is a world 
where idealists and realists will continue 
to clash. We are the earth dwellers and 
Ebola is placing a noticeable blood stain 
on 21st century history.

It is about the “have” and the “have not”. 

My nation has chosen a 
multi-generational investment model to 
meet the healthcare needs of our citizens. 
Our place in healthcare is hard-earned 
and the result of careful economic 
planning which spans decades of our 
history. But the “haves” can scarcely make 
a dent in the health, education and living 
standards of the one-�fth of the 
population which remain mired in 
poverty.

Dr. Kent Brantly contracted Ebola while 
serving the citizens of Liberia. Since that 
time he has donated his blood thrice for 
the bene�t of others stricken with the 
disease. Registered nurse Nina Pham has 
received a transfusion of what her family 
calls “golden blood”.   Americans will 
always do their best. But please refrain 
from seeking to embed a charge of racism 
within an economic model of care.

Tammy Swofford
The writer is a freelance journalist 

and author of the novel Arsenal. She 
can be reached at 

tammyswofford@yahoo.com
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According to the UNDP Multidimensional 
Poverty Index, almost 1.5 billion individuals 
in ninety-one developing countries are living 
in poverty with overlapping deprivations in 

health, education and living standards.
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POLITICS

US MIDTERM
ELECTIONS
The Importance of Voting
for a Better Congress



�is is not some equivalence 
between the parties. �e reason 
government does not work right 
now is because the other party has 

been captured by an ideological, rigid, 
uncompromising core that 

-ignores science 
-is not particularly interested in facts 
-is not particularly interested in 
compromise but is interested in having its 
own way 100% of the time...
So, the answer to our own challenge is 
actually pretty simple:
We need a better Congress." 
---President Barack Obama

�e above quote from President Obama 
refers to the US midterm elections on 
November 4, 2014 in which voters will 
essentially elect a new Congress. 
Currently, most of the members of 
Congress are Republican.

�e essential problem with this majority 
Republican Congress (in other words, 
Conservatives) is that it opposes, without 
fail, anything which is related to President 
Obama's ideas and policies.

Conservatives incessantly oppose and 
criticize the "awful" policies of the Obama 
administration and how "terrible" 
Democrats are. What they fail to accept or 
maybe even realize is that their own party 
has failed to achieve anything for them, let 
alone the country.

Conservatives fail to acknowledge the 
long list of President Obama's 
achievements. In the �ve years since he 
has been elected, he has: 

-created over 10 million jobs
-passed much needed health care reform
-found and rid the world of Osama bin 
Laden
-saved the US auto industry

-controlled record high stock prices
-brought back the troops from the Middle 
East
-re-established and maintained 
respectable foreign relations globally 
(something which was very seriously 
damaged in the eight years of the Bush 
administration)
-introduced increasing the minimum 
wage

�ese are just some of President Obama's 
accomplishments. Conservative 
Republican Party supporters cannot claim 
in the least bit anything close to such 
achievements from their party and yet 
choose to ignore and ridicule what this 
administration has done. Can President 
Reagan's "trickle down economics" claim 
any success at all in achieving anything 
positive for the economy? Not in the least 
bit. Conservatives constantly blame 
Democrats for raising taxes. �ey are 
wrong (nothing new!) Taxes are at an 
all-time low since Reagan and the wealthy 
are doing extremely well as are many large 
corporations. So are small businesses 
thanks to all the incentives which have 
been given to them by the Obama 
administration.

If Conservatives are griping about gun 
laws, they need to recall that President 
Obama has not passed a single law taking 
away their precious gun rights. �e only 
suggestion he has made is universal 
background checks for gun buyers and 
magazine size. Is that a negative? Is it 
wrong or immoral to want universal 
background checks after so many 
countless killings such as Colombine and 
Newtown (just to name two in a very, very 
long list).

Conservative gun lovers obviously cannot 
even wait one week for background 
checks to be completed before buying 
weapons! Of course, it is for 
"self-defense"...a paranoia that has been 
hugely destructive to the core of American 
society.

When Conservatives once again gripe 

about the millions on welfare, they are 
once again choosing to forget that 
millions of Conservatives are on welfare. 
Furthermore, everyone on welfare is not 
abusing it. In fact, only a small percentage 
of people on welfare do so.

"Obamacare" is one huge point of 
contention among Conservatives (as if 
a�ordable healthcare for millions of 
Americans is such an evil thing). 
However, the original idea was one 
devised by the Republicans in the 1990's. 
Republican Presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney even passed the exact same law as 
Governor of Massachusetts. However, 
when an African American President 
supports such a law, suddenly it becomes 
an evil socialist plot.

In the eight years of the Bush presidency, 
Republicans controlled most of Congress 
as it does currently. However, even with a 
Republican President and majority 
Republican Congress, the Bush 
administration failed utterly to balance 
the budget, combat terrorism, pay the 
national debt, create jobs, etc. �e only 
people who thrived were the wealthy. It 
also left US foreign policy in shambles 
and completely destroyed the nation's 
reputation globally.

So, for the millions of voters who have 
voted early and those heading to the polls 
on November 4, 2014 to elect members of 
Congress, it is of utmost importance to 
keep these facts in mind. Do we want a 
Congress which continues to oppose all 
sensible proposals just for the sake of 
opposing the President, even when it is 
not in the least bit bene�cial to the 
country? Or do we want a system of 
governance in which the Congress works 
peacefully hand in hand with the 
President to ensure that sensible, just 
policies are put in place domestically and 
internationally?
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nited Arab Emirates is one of 
the hottest tourist attraction 
destinations, not in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC), 
Middle East and North Africa 

(MENA) but also in the world. �e 
success of its tourism and travel industry 
has already further diversi�ed its 
macro-economy.  According to o�cial 
�gures (2013-14) its contribution to the 
GDP is more than 11 percent today. It 
was just 1 percent 43 years ago when the 
Union was established. Its future 
estimations are healthy, productive and 
positive. Existence of the huge 
infrastructure would be a value addition in 
the further development of tourism and 
travel sector in the UAE.

It has multiplier socio-economic 
implications. It may further diversify its 
national economy. It would generate 
employment opportunities. It would boost 
small and medium enterprises. It would be 
useful sector for further drive of 
Emiratisation. It would speed-up business 
activities in the country. Last but not the 
least; it would further project soft image of 
the UAE. 

UAE total contribution to travel and 
tourism of GDP (2013)

According to World Travel and Tourism 
Council report (2014), the direct 
contribution of Travel & Tourism to UAE 
GDP in 2013 was AED56.5bn i.e. 4 
percent of GDP. It would rise up to 4.7 
percent i.e. AED59.1bn in 2014. It 

primarily re�ects the economic activity 
generated by industries such as hotels, 
travel agents, airlines and other passenger 
transportation services (excluding 
commuter services). Moreover, it also 
includes the activities of the restaurant 
and leisure industries directly supported 
by tourists. It is predicted that the direct 
contribution of Travel & Tourism to GDP 
would grow by 3.1% pa to AED80.1bn (4 
percent of GDP) by 2024.

Comparative study of the World Travel 
and Tourism Council (2014) report says 
that the total contribution of Travel & 
Tourism to GDP including wider e�ects 
from investment, the supply chain and 
induced income impacts was 
AED117.4bn in 2013 i.e. 8.4 percent of 
GDP and is expected to grow by 4.5 
percent to AED122.6bn i.e.  8.5 percent 
of GDP in 2014. Furthermore, it is 
predicted to rise by 3.2 percent pa to 
AED167.4bn by 2024 i.e. 8.5 percent of 
GDP.

UAE’s travel and tourism contribution to 
employment

�e report says that the Travel & Tourism 
generated 291,500 jobs directly in 2013 
i.e. 5.3 percent of total employment. It is 
forecast to grow by 5.7 percent in 2014 to 
308,000 i.e. 5.5 percent of total 
employment. It includes employment by 
hotels, travel agents, airlines and other 
passenger transportation services. It also 
includes the activities of the restaurant 
and leisure industries directly supported 

by tourists. By 2024, Travel & Tourism 
will account for 369,000 jobs directly, an 
increase of 1.8 percent per annum over the 
next ten years.

According to the said report, the total 
contribution of Travel & Tourism to 
employment including wider e�ects from 
investment, the supply by 2024, Travel & 
Tourism is forecast to support 626,000 
jobs i.e. 9.3 percent of total employment, 
an increase of 1.8 percent per annum over 
the period. 

Visitor Exports and Investment

Visitor exports are a key component of the 
direct contribution of Travel & Tourism. 
In 2013, UAE generated AED80.9bn in 
visitor exports. In 2014, IT is expected to 
grow by 2.9 percent and the country is 
expected to attract 12,232,000 
international tourist arrivals. By 2024, 
international tourist arrivals are forecast to 
total 39,937,000, generating expenditure 
of AED105.4bn, an increase of 2.4 
percent per annum.

Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(2014)

According to the last research analysis 
released by the Dubai Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (2014), the 
UAE’s travel and tourism sector is 
expected to create 245,000 jobs directly by 
2023, registering an annual growth rate of 
4.1 per cent. �e capital investment in the 
sector is expected to rise annually by an 
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U average of 4.5 per cent to reach Dh143.4 
billion in 2023. It would increase travel 
and tourism’s share of the UAE’s total 
private investments to about 23.2 per cent, 
up from 22.8 per cent in 2013.

World Economic Forum’s “Travel & 
Tourism Competitiveness Report 2013

UAE is ranked 28th among 139 countries 
and �rst in the Middle East in the World 
Economic Forum’s “Travel & Tourism 
Competitiveness Report 2013”. Dubai 
plays a lead role, holding a 66 per cent 
share of the UAE’s tourism economy, with 
Abu Dhabi having 16 per cent and 
Sharjah 10 per cent.

Hotel Industry 

Data from the Dubai Statistics O�ce 
shows that in 2012, the restaurants and 
hotels sector was the highest-growing 
sector in the Emirate’s economy, 
registering 16.9 per cent annual growth 
rate. It also witnessed an increasing 
percentage share reaching about 4.5 per 
cent in 2012, compared to 3.4 per cent in 
2008.

Also in 2012, Dubai’s transport and 
communications sector had a 14 per cent 
share in Dubai GDP rising from 12 per 
cent in 2008. �e sector also witnessed 
relatively robust annual GDP growth rate 
of about 7.3 per cent up from -0.9 per cent 
in 2008. However, part of the transport 
and telecommunications’ sector value 
added can be related to the tourism sector. 

Meanwhile, the total number of hotels in 
Dubai reached 406 hotels in June 2013, 
registering an annual growth rate of about 
four per cent compared to the same 
month in 2012, based on the data.

Strategy 2015

�e strategic plan clearly states upholds 
the value of further diversi�cation of 
macro-economy. It values the 
development of human capital, 
productivity, innovation, cost of doing 
business, quality of life, economic policy, 
institutional framework and laws and 
regulations. Strong and sustainable 
growth of travel &tourism industry is 
rated as one of the most important sector 
of its national economy. 

Dividends of UAE World Class 
Infrastructure

UAE has world class infrastructure and 
during last 43 years, it has developed 
airlines, such as Emirates, Etihad Airways, 
Fly-Dubai, airports, a metro station, 
shopping malls and other major 
attractions for the world tourists. 
According Dubai Chamber (2014) the 
UAE’s tourism sector is expected to grow 
by 6.5 per cent annually between 2011 
and 2021.

Dubai: an International Tourism 
Destination

Dubai has now become an international 
tourism destination for leisure and 
business travellers “through the 
infrastructure developed to cater to these 
markets. Its Vision 2020 promises to 
attract 20 million visitors to Dubai by 
2020, from 10 million visitors in 2012, and 
tripling the annual contribution made by 
tourism to the city’s economy which was 
7.9 million visitors during the same period 
in 2013.

UAE: A Hub for Diversi�ed Meetings 

�e UAE has become a regional hub for 
diversi�ed meetings corporate and 
personal meetings, incentives, seminars, 
expos, conferences and exhibitions, as well 
as VFR tourism (visiting friends and 
relatives). In this connection various 
sporting events contribute greatly to 
strengthening the UAE status on the 
world circuits as a leading international 
sport tourism destination: Tennis, Golf, 
Formula 1, as well as Marathon, Cricket, 
Rugby, Sailing, and more recently Sky 
Diving.

Dubai World Expo 2020 

Dubai has already won the bid of holding 
World Expo 2020 which would de�nitely 
be a game changer in its travel and 
tourism industry.  Dubai has seen a 

number of new hotels opening this year to 
accommodate the growing number of 
visitors, including �e Conrad, Shaikh 
Zayed Road, �e Oberoi Dubai, and 
Novotel Al Barsha, among others. 

Dubai Corporation for Tourism and 
Commerce Marketing

Dubai Corporation for Tourism and 
Commerce Marketing (DTCM) expects 
around 35 additional hotels by 2015. Most 
recently, it announced a new website and a 
mobile application at Gitex to help 
achieve its goal of 20 million tourists by 
2020. �e application combines social 
media networks, search engines and 
holiday websites to provide a 
comprehensive experience and 
information portal for those interested in 
travelling to Dubai.

Abu Dhabi: A Cultural Hub

Other Emirates, including Abu Dhabi, 
Sharjah, Ras Al Khaimah and Fujairah, 
are also making inroads in travel & 
tourism industry. Abu Dhabi has become 
a cultural hub. �e emirate will see the 
opening of Louvre Abu Dhabi in Saadiyat 
Cultural District in 2015. �e site will also 
be home to Zayed National Museum due 
to open in 2016. �e emirate is also trying 
to position itself as a family destination, 
with the opening of Yas Waterworld, a 
waterpark. Moreover, the opening of �e 
Galleria, the World Trade Centre Mall 
and Yas Mall has further enhanced tourist 
attraction.

UAE’s travel & tourism sector has 
multiplier socio-economic e�ects. It has 
further diversi�ed its economy. It is one of 
the most labor-intensive sectors and 
therefore provides signi�cant job 
opportunities for UAE nationals. It is the 
link between the various facilities and 
services and their multiple activities, such 
as retail trade, restaurants, internal 
transport, communications and services 
and public utilities.

It is estimated that if the UAE tourism 
sector continues at this pace for the next 
10 years, it will raise its share in the GDP 
to 12.1 percent. According to a World 
Travel & Tourism Council report (2014) 
the UAE garnered 41 percent of total 
tourism investments in the Middle East 
this year which amounted to 40.5 billion 
dirhams ($11 billion), representing 20.9 
percent of the total investments in the 
country during 2011. 

UAE
A Hub of
Travel
& Tourism
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Cooperation Council (GCC), 
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travel sector in the UAE.
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implications. It may further diversify its 
national economy. It would generate 
employment opportunities. It would boost 
small and medium enterprises. It would be 
useful sector for further drive of 
Emiratisation. It would speed-up business 
activities in the country. Last but not the 
least; it would further project soft image of 
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According to World Travel and Tourism 
Council report (2014), the direct 
contribution of Travel & Tourism to UAE 
GDP in 2013 was AED56.5bn i.e. 4 
percent of GDP. It would rise up to 4.7 
percent i.e. AED59.1bn in 2014. It 

primarily re�ects the economic activity 
generated by industries such as hotels, 
travel agents, airlines and other passenger 
transportation services (excluding 
commuter services). Moreover, it also 
includes the activities of the restaurant 
and leisure industries directly supported 
by tourists. It is predicted that the direct 
contribution of Travel & Tourism to GDP 
would grow by 3.1% pa to AED80.1bn (4 
percent of GDP) by 2024.

Comparative study of the World Travel 
and Tourism Council (2014) report says 
that the total contribution of Travel & 
Tourism to GDP including wider e�ects 
from investment, the supply chain and 
induced income impacts was 
AED117.4bn in 2013 i.e. 8.4 percent of 
GDP and is expected to grow by 4.5 
percent to AED122.6bn i.e.  8.5 percent 
of GDP in 2014. Furthermore, it is 
predicted to rise by 3.2 percent pa to 
AED167.4bn by 2024 i.e. 8.5 percent of 
GDP.

UAE’s travel and tourism contribution to 
employment

�e report says that the Travel & Tourism 
generated 291,500 jobs directly in 2013 
i.e. 5.3 percent of total employment. It is 
forecast to grow by 5.7 percent in 2014 to 
308,000 i.e. 5.5 percent of total 
employment. It includes employment by 
hotels, travel agents, airlines and other 
passenger transportation services. It also 
includes the activities of the restaurant 
and leisure industries directly supported 

by tourists. By 2024, Travel & Tourism 
will account for 369,000 jobs directly, an 
increase of 1.8 percent per annum over the 
next ten years.

According to the said report, the total 
contribution of Travel & Tourism to 
employment including wider e�ects from 
investment, the supply by 2024, Travel & 
Tourism is forecast to support 626,000 
jobs i.e. 9.3 percent of total employment, 
an increase of 1.8 percent per annum over 
the period. 

Visitor Exports and Investment

Visitor exports are a key component of the 
direct contribution of Travel & Tourism. 
In 2013, UAE generated AED80.9bn in 
visitor exports. In 2014, IT is expected to 
grow by 2.9 percent and the country is 
expected to attract 12,232,000 
international tourist arrivals. By 2024, 
international tourist arrivals are forecast to 
total 39,937,000, generating expenditure 
of AED105.4bn, an increase of 2.4 
percent per annum.

Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(2014)

According to the last research analysis 
released by the Dubai Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (2014), the 
UAE’s travel and tourism sector is 
expected to create 245,000 jobs directly by 
2023, registering an annual growth rate of 
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average of 4.5 per cent to reach Dh143.4 
billion in 2023. It would increase travel 
and tourism’s share of the UAE’s total 
private investments to about 23.2 per cent, 
up from 22.8 per cent in 2013.
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cent in 2008. �e sector also witnessed 
relatively robust annual GDP growth rate 
of about 7.3 per cent up from -0.9 per cent 
in 2008. However, part of the transport 
and telecommunications’ sector value 
added can be related to the tourism sector. 

Meanwhile, the total number of hotels in 
Dubai reached 406 hotels in June 2013, 
registering an annual growth rate of about 
four per cent compared to the same 
month in 2012, based on the data.
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the value of further diversi�cation of 
macro-economy. It values the 
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productivity, innovation, cost of doing 
business, quality of life, economic policy, 
institutional framework and laws and 
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growth of travel &tourism industry is 
rated as one of the most important sector 
of its national economy. 
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UAE has world class infrastructure and 
during last 43 years, it has developed 
airlines, such as Emirates, Etihad Airways, 
Fly-Dubai, airports, a metro station, 
shopping malls and other major 
attractions for the world tourists. 
According Dubai Chamber (2014) the 
UAE’s tourism sector is expected to grow 
by 6.5 per cent annually between 2011 
and 2021.
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around 35 additional hotels by 2015. Most 
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media networks, search engines and 
holiday websites to provide a 
comprehensive experience and 
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Sharjah, Ras Al Khaimah and Fujairah, 
are also making inroads in travel & 
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a cultural hub. �e emirate will see the 
opening of Louvre Abu Dhabi in Saadiyat 
Cultural District in 2015. �e site will also 
be home to Zayed National Museum due 
to open in 2016. �e emirate is also trying 
to position itself as a family destination, 
with the opening of Yas Waterworld, a 
waterpark. Moreover, the opening of �e 
Galleria, the World Trade Centre Mall 
and Yas Mall has further enhanced tourist 
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UAE’s travel & tourism sector has 
multiplier socio-economic e�ects. It has 
further diversi�ed its economy. It is one of 
the most labor-intensive sectors and 
therefore provides signi�cant job 
opportunities for UAE nationals. It is the 
link between the various facilities and 
services and their multiple activities, such 
as retail trade, restaurants, internal 
transport, communications and services 
and public utilities.

It is estimated that if the UAE tourism 
sector continues at this pace for the next 
10 years, it will raise its share in the GDP 
to 12.1 percent. According to a World 
Travel & Tourism Council report (2014) 
the UAE garnered 41 percent of total 
tourism investments in the Middle East 
this year which amounted to 40.5 billion 
dirhams ($11 billion), representing 20.9 
percent of the total investments in the 
country during 2011. 



International community has to address 
the issue of terrorism squarely and play 
signi�cant role in eradicating attitudes of 
belligerence in order to make planet earth 
safer for our next generations. Most of 
the tumult however, not attributed to 
western military adventurism, is 
generated by poverty stricken people 
regardless of nationality. �ey are easy 
targets of terror organizations for 
enrolment. �erefore poverty alleviation 
and promotion of tolerance must be the 
main thrust of any strategy expected to 
bear fruit in e�orts of eradicating 
terrorism. Poverty eradication and 

equitable distribution of resources 
inter and intra nations are the 
main tools with a de�nite 
promise of altering violent 
behaviours of those becoming 
fodder of extremist propaganda 
machine. Governments in 
Pakistan have to address poverty, 
joblessness, education apart from 
provision of other basic human 
needs if there is real desire of 
changing belligerence into 
peaceful co-existence and 
criminal predisposition into law 
abiding propensity.

Rampant poverty is ceaselessly breeding 
frustration and criminal behaviour all 
over the world and Pakistan is no 
exception. �e extent of illiteracy 
prevalent in society is helping so called 
religious scholars exploit desperate 
situation to enroll jobless and frustrated 
youth for terrorist and criminal activities. 
International poverty average stands at 
41% with Sierra Leone being worst 
poverty stricken at 62% and Singapore 
the least poverty a�icted at 19%. 
Pakistan stands between 33 to 35% which 
seems to have aggravated in recent past. 
More than one third of our population is 
reeling under the line of poverty. Pakistan 
ranks 146th among 187 nations in 
Human Resource Development Index 
even below a state like Nepal. Child 
labour, drug addiction, petty crime, street 
begging and recruitment in militant 
organizations called Jaishes are natural 
by-products of extreme inequality 
existing in our society. �erefore I opine 
that poverty eradication is single most 
important course to be adopted as a 
national policy goal in order for gradually 
reducing and �nally eliminating the 
feelings of “su�ering, frustration and 
injustice”.

A comprehensive strategy needs to be 
employed to address 

objectives were realized. Swat which was 
purged from Taliban led by Fazlullah has 
not yet been taken over by political forces 
and civil society is still dysfunctional. 
Pakistan Army cannot possibly hold 
entire region a�ected by direct Taliban 
terrorism inde�nitely owing to their 
other professional commitments like 
addressing the Eastern border situation.        

Islam seems to have become discourse of 
rage and an expression of rant and rave 
completely disregarding that the Prophet 
Mohammad (SAW) cautioned us to 
“beware of extremism in your religion”. 

Using this scenario, through 
well orchestrated 

p r o p a g a n d a 
campaign, western 
media has managed 
to convince 
u n a s s u m i n g 
citizens that Islam 
preaches violence 
and most of the 
Muslims are 

violent people. 
Majority 

o f 

Mujahideen, who were created to oust 
erstwhile Soviet Union were left on their 
own after the goal was achieved. �ey 
were not brought back into social fold by 
disarming and providing them with 
alternate sources of income. �ey became 
harbingers of later Taliban movements in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan; they claim 
responsibility of most of the acts of 
terrorism. Such a grave policy lapse was 
bound to bring untoward consequences 
we confront today. It seems our political 

elite have either not learnt their lessons 
or they are incompetent to learn from 
history. Uncontrolled proliferation of 

Taliban mindset could have been 
averted and their energies 
could be utilized positively 

if the institutional 
support which created 

them was not 
withdrawn after 

the policy 
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hanks to international media, 
today terrorism has become 
synonymous albeit incorrectly 
with Islamic religious 

extremism which is projected to be 
harboured in Pakistan and exported 
abroad. Any terror act, regardless of its 
geographical location, is somehow 
connected with Pakistan by international 
media in general and Indian 
media in particular which goes 
to the extent of alleging that 
terror organizations are state 
sponsored in Pakistan. It cannot 
be denied that fundamentalism 
creating extreme behaviours is 
plaguing our country thus despite 
being proactively engaged in 
international anti-terrorist 
operations, Pakistan is being 
branded as a safe haven for the 
extremists. So called muslim religious 
scholars, have deeply fragmented our 
society and have 
inculcated among 
young, innocent and 
dedicated students of 
their madrassas 
attitude of extreme form of 
violence like keenness for 
suicide bombing. Poor 
governance, extreme poverty, 
absence of law and order, lack 
of justice and complete 
indi�erence of civil society 
towards violent attitudes have not 
only compounded the scourge but 
also fragmented our communities 
further supplying incendiary fuel to the 
�re of fanaticism. We are reaping what 
we sowed in the early eighties.

T

“Terrorism is a feverish expression of suffering, 
frustration and injustice.”

French President Jacques Chirac

Addressing the
bane of
extremism

terror attacks do give the impression of 
religious extremism in its worst form 
which is squarely blamed on Islam today. 
Religious extremism, however, is not a 
product of Islam as being projected by the 
Western media. A brief reading into the 
past history may provide better insight 
into the phenomenon of extremism as we 
know it today.

1492 AD was the year of two major 
events casting profound e�ect on history; 
One, Columbus discovery of America 
and the other, fall of Grenada to 
Christian Western Empires. �e 
discovery of America and its 
consequential turning into a 
homogeneous nation destined to 
become the sole super power of 
the 20th century is recent and 
common knowledge. Second 
major event of that fateful year, 
the fall of Grenada merits 
discussion since it was a 
forerunner of hitherto 
uninterrupted decline of Muslim 
power. European Christian states 
of �fteenth century were 
powerful and international 
opinion, if any, was least of their 
concerns. Consequently, they did not 
feign magnanimity as the Western States 
have to do now in new so called 
International Order. Ruthless persecution 
by ruling Christians was a prevalent 
phenomenon. Extremism of 
‘Fundamentalist Christians’ was full in 

bloom and fundamentalism is in 
essence a Christian 

concept evolved in the 
beginning of 20th 

century by leading 
e v a n g e l i c a l 
c h u r c h m e n 

through wide 
circulation of a 
p a m p h l e t 
entitled “�e 
Fundamentals: 
A Testimony to 

the Truth.” 
�e most 
unfortunate 
example of 
extremism 

and perfect 
lack of 
to lerance, 

f o l l o w i n g 

the Crusades and the re-conquest of 
Spain by the Christian Spaniards, was the 
introduction of Spanish Inquisition 
(1478-1834 AD) which was 
implemented with prior sanction of the 
Pope’s judgement to purify the people of 
Spain. Executions, torture and 
exceptionally long prison terms were 
handed down with impunity. 
Consequently Catholics in�icted 
comprehensive ethnic cleansing and 
drove out Jews, Protestants and other  
including Muslims; their previous 
masters. �e Jews, mainly running the 
money and printing business in those 

areas were thus forced to �ee and migrate 
to Turkey and Christians not abiding by 
the religious lines at the helm were also 
not spared.

State led extremism of that period can 
only be matched today by Israel’s 
persecution and killing of innocents. But 
the extremism seen in Pakistan in the 
form of terrorist acts against innocent 
civilians, security installations and forces 
does not enjoy wide spread approval of 
Pakistani masses besides being shunned 
in o�cial responses of Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan following atrocious acts of 
terrorism by o�cially banned and black 
listed terrorist out�ts. �erefore these acts 
cannot be blamed on Pakistan 
government or wide range of masses. All 
nations experience that sort of abrasion in 
one form or another. �ese extremists are 
normally exploiting religious sentiments 
to instill a perception among otherwise 
well meaning citizens that developed 
western countries are responsible for their 
miseries. Continual military campaigns 
in Muslim countries have nothing but 

compounded that sentiment and 
beheading of Westerners by 

Daesh (ISIS – Islamic State 
of Iraq and Syria) activists is 
a reaction inculcated by that 

perception. 
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and eradicate existing extremist trends. 
Reducing inequality and poverty 
eradication are urgent requirements for 
breeding balanced behavior among the 
citizens otherwise inclined towards 
extremism due to no other option for 
sustenance. �ere is some poverty 
eradication e�ort, albeit half hearted, by 
the government which has hitherto failed 
to ameliorate sad condition of poverty 
stricken millions. Some NGOs like Edhi 
Foundation are directly helping extremely 
poor people make their two ends meet. 
However, the strategy of such direct help 
is synonymous to providing �sh instead 
of teaching how to �sh. It cannot and will 
not bring lasting relief at the societal level. 
�e work, commendable as it is, is being 
done at the wrong end; the bottom end of 
a very wide base of pyramid of poverty. A 
paradigm shift in our social outlook is 
imperative if any tangible positive e�ects 
are to be created. �e shift must aim at 
transformation of the mindset of a�uent 
elements of civil society. �ey must be 
educated, motivated and encouraged to 
play their socio-moral responsibility 
towards less privileged members of 
society in an institutional manner. 
�erefore, the target population for 
mental transformation would have to be 
the “haves” instead of present deprived 
and unprivileged masses. Young 
generation is more malleable therefore a 
sound pedagogy in elite academic 
institutions would transform our youth to 
participate in social e�ort towards that 
end. �ey can easily persuade their elders 
to ride the band wagon heading in the 
right direction of social responsibility. We 
have witnessed such a phenomenon 
during 2013 general election where youth 
practically forced their elders to vote for 
the party of change; Pakistan Tehrik e 
Insaf.  

Most developed societies have very 
e�ective institutional civil structures 
which support and guide masses to secure 
their rights as equal members of the 

society. No individual feels helpless since 
there is a forum one can approach in case, 
he is subjected to injustice. �ink tank 
organizations and intellectuals of our civil 
society must move to form such a forum 
which would actively pursue a strategy 
aimed at provision of justice to all and 
poverty alleviation. Recent awareness 
created by Pakistan Tehrike Insaf (PTI) 
and Pakistan Awami Tehrik (PAT) 
a�ords us a bright opportunity to 
translate it into positive apolitical activity 
at the level of civil society.  Such an 
unbiased forum will not su�er from 
political expediencies such as coming into 
power and formation of government. 
With the e�orts of such an active and 
in�uential forum the situation will 
improve at a dramatic pace.

A top down social stratagem by the civil 
society will compel the government 
implement, through legislative process, 
strategy to address the most serious 
problem of rampant poverty and 
supplement governmental intervention to 
shift the poverty line downwards. �is 
dream can be translated into reality 
through formation of Poverty Alleviation 
Movement (PAM) which would aim at 
shifting the focus of attention of a�uent 
members of society from individually 
providing subsistence to the deprived 
multitudes reeling below the line of 
poverty to institutional programmes 
directly addressing poverty alleviation. 
�e problem of locally displaced persons 
(LDPs) due to operation in North 
Wazristan and recent �oods could be 
addressed in an institutional manner 
where a�uent citizens of Pakistan take 
charge of at least one family of LDPs. 
�ose families are in dire need of help 
and MUST be supported to get back to 
their pre-chaos position if not any better. 
�is would generate such enormous 
solidarity and good will among us that 
the entire nation will become a 
homogeneous society crossing the ethnic 

and sectarian lines; a goal that couldn’t be 
realized in almost seven decades. 
Intervention by foreign agencies’ for 
creating chaotic milieu in other countries 
with nefarious intentions of creating 
political destabilization cannot make 
deep  in roads in homogeneous societies 
as they are hard to penetrate by such evil 
forces thus ensuring better security 
environments.         

Poverty Alleviation Movement (PAM) 
cannot make its mark without 
governmental support. Government must 
devise and implement investment 
friendly policies and root out corruption 
from its institutions through e�ective 
governance. A�uent civil society 
members will thus be persuaded and 
encouraged to invest at domestic level 
instead of investing abroad. Even a single 
percentage point reduction in poverty 
through such an institutional social e�ort 
will have an exponential positive e�ect on 
the morale of the entire society. A self 
perpetuating cycle of progress, owing to 
the change of attitude of the rich, will 
eradicate poverty sooner than any one of 
us could imagine. �e social gap between 
the rich and poor would start reducing as 
a result of the inevitable interaction 
required by the new strategy. A motivated 
and self assured member of the society 
will be more productive. Natural 
by-product of relative a�uence and 
consequent hope and satisfaction at the 
lower level would deliver a death blow to 
the e�orts of those who are exploiting the 
poor masses by involving them in heinous 
crimes and atrocities.

�e bane of extremism and the scourges 
of petty and organized crime, drug 
addiction, child labor a�icting our 
society would start disappearing.



International community has to address 
the issue of terrorism squarely and play 
signi�cant role in eradicating attitudes of 
belligerence in order to make planet earth 
safer for our next generations. Most of 
the tumult however, not attributed to 
western military adventurism, is 
generated by poverty stricken people 
regardless of nationality. �ey are easy 
targets of terror organizations for 
enrolment. �erefore poverty alleviation 
and promotion of tolerance must be the 
main thrust of any strategy expected to 
bear fruit in e�orts of eradicating 
terrorism. Poverty eradication and 

equitable distribution of resources 
inter and intra nations are the 
main tools with a de�nite 
promise of altering violent 
behaviours of those becoming 
fodder of extremist propaganda 
machine. Governments in 
Pakistan have to address poverty, 
joblessness, education apart from 
provision of other basic human 
needs if there is real desire of 
changing belligerence into 
peaceful co-existence and 
criminal predisposition into law 
abiding propensity.

Rampant poverty is ceaselessly breeding 
frustration and criminal behaviour all 
over the world and Pakistan is no 
exception. �e extent of illiteracy 
prevalent in society is helping so called 
religious scholars exploit desperate 
situation to enroll jobless and frustrated 
youth for terrorist and criminal activities. 
International poverty average stands at 
41% with Sierra Leone being worst 
poverty stricken at 62% and Singapore 
the least poverty a�icted at 19%. 
Pakistan stands between 33 to 35% which 
seems to have aggravated in recent past. 
More than one third of our population is 
reeling under the line of poverty. Pakistan 
ranks 146th among 187 nations in 
Human Resource Development Index 
even below a state like Nepal. Child 
labour, drug addiction, petty crime, street 
begging and recruitment in militant 
organizations called Jaishes are natural 
by-products of extreme inequality 
existing in our society. �erefore I opine 
that poverty eradication is single most 
important course to be adopted as a 
national policy goal in order for gradually 
reducing and �nally eliminating the 
feelings of “su�ering, frustration and 
injustice”.

A comprehensive strategy needs to be 
employed to address 

objectives were realized. Swat which was 
purged from Taliban led by Fazlullah has 
not yet been taken over by political forces 
and civil society is still dysfunctional. 
Pakistan Army cannot possibly hold 
entire region a�ected by direct Taliban 
terrorism inde�nitely owing to their 
other professional commitments like 
addressing the Eastern border situation.        

Islam seems to have become discourse of 
rage and an expression of rant and rave 
completely disregarding that the Prophet 
Mohammad (SAW) cautioned us to 
“beware of extremism in your religion”. 

Using this scenario, through 
well orchestrated 

p r o p a g a n d a 
campaign, western 
media has managed 
to convince 
u n a s s u m i n g 
citizens that Islam 
preaches violence 
and most of the 
Muslims are 

violent people. 
Majority 

o f 

Mujahideen, who were created to oust 
erstwhile Soviet Union were left on their 
own after the goal was achieved. �ey 
were not brought back into social fold by 
disarming and providing them with 
alternate sources of income. �ey became 
harbingers of later Taliban movements in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan; they claim 
responsibility of most of the acts of 
terrorism. Such a grave policy lapse was 
bound to bring untoward consequences 
we confront today. It seems our political 

elite have either not learnt their lessons 
or they are incompetent to learn from 
history. Uncontrolled proliferation of 

Taliban mindset could have been 
averted and their energies 
could be utilized positively 

if the institutional 
support which created 

them was not 
withdrawn after 

the policy 
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hanks to international media, 
today terrorism has become 
synonymous albeit incorrectly 
with Islamic religious 

extremism which is projected to be 
harboured in Pakistan and exported 
abroad. Any terror act, regardless of its 
geographical location, is somehow 
connected with Pakistan by international 
media in general and Indian 
media in particular which goes 
to the extent of alleging that 
terror organizations are state 
sponsored in Pakistan. It cannot 
be denied that fundamentalism 
creating extreme behaviours is 
plaguing our country thus despite 
being proactively engaged in 
international anti-terrorist 
operations, Pakistan is being 
branded as a safe haven for the 
extremists. So called muslim religious 
scholars, have deeply fragmented our 
society and have 
inculcated among 
young, innocent and 
dedicated students of 
their madrassas 
attitude of extreme form of 
violence like keenness for 
suicide bombing. Poor 
governance, extreme poverty, 
absence of law and order, lack 
of justice and complete 
indi�erence of civil society 
towards violent attitudes have not 
only compounded the scourge but 
also fragmented our communities 
further supplying incendiary fuel to the 
�re of fanaticism. We are reaping what 
we sowed in the early eighties.

terror attacks do give the impression of 
religious extremism in its worst form 
which is squarely blamed on Islam today. 
Religious extremism, however, is not a 
product of Islam as being projected by the 
Western media. A brief reading into the 
past history may provide better insight 
into the phenomenon of extremism as we 
know it today.

1492 AD was the year of two major 
events casting profound e�ect on history; 
One, Columbus discovery of America 
and the other, fall of Grenada to 
Christian Western Empires. �e 
discovery of America and its 
consequential turning into a 
homogeneous nation destined to 
become the sole super power of 
the 20th century is recent and 
common knowledge. Second 
major event of that fateful year, 
the fall of Grenada merits 
discussion since it was a 
forerunner of hitherto 
uninterrupted decline of Muslim 
power. European Christian states 
of �fteenth century were 
powerful and international 
opinion, if any, was least of their 
concerns. Consequently, they did not 
feign magnanimity as the Western States 
have to do now in new so called 
International Order. Ruthless persecution 
by ruling Christians was a prevalent 
phenomenon. Extremism of 
‘Fundamentalist Christians’ was full in 

bloom and fundamentalism is in 
essence a Christian 

concept evolved in the 
beginning of 20th 

century by leading 
e v a n g e l i c a l 
c h u r c h m e n 

through wide 
circulation of a 
p a m p h l e t 
entitled “�e 
Fundamentals: 
A Testimony to 

the Truth.” 
�e most 
unfortunate 
example of 
extremism 

and perfect 
lack of 
to lerance, 

f o l l o w i n g 

the Crusades and the re-conquest of 
Spain by the Christian Spaniards, was the 
introduction of Spanish Inquisition 
(1478-1834 AD) which was 
implemented with prior sanction of the 
Pope’s judgement to purify the people of 
Spain. Executions, torture and 
exceptionally long prison terms were 
handed down with impunity. 
Consequently Catholics in�icted 
comprehensive ethnic cleansing and 
drove out Jews, Protestants and other  
including Muslims; their previous 
masters. �e Jews, mainly running the 
money and printing business in those 

areas were thus forced to �ee and migrate 
to Turkey and Christians not abiding by 
the religious lines at the helm were also 
not spared.

State led extremism of that period can 
only be matched today by Israel’s 
persecution and killing of innocents. But 
the extremism seen in Pakistan in the 
form of terrorist acts against innocent 
civilians, security installations and forces 
does not enjoy wide spread approval of 
Pakistani masses besides being shunned 
in o�cial responses of Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan following atrocious acts of 
terrorism by o�cially banned and black 
listed terrorist out�ts. �erefore these acts 
cannot be blamed on Pakistan 
government or wide range of masses. All 
nations experience that sort of abrasion in 
one form or another. �ese extremists are 
normally exploiting religious sentiments 
to instill a perception among otherwise 
well meaning citizens that developed 
western countries are responsible for their 
miseries. Continual military campaigns 
in Muslim countries have nothing but 

compounded that sentiment and 
beheading of Westerners by 

Daesh (ISIS – Islamic State 
of Iraq and Syria) activists is 
a reaction inculcated by that 

perception. 

and eradicate existing extremist trends. 
Reducing inequality and poverty 
eradication are urgent requirements for 
breeding balanced behavior among the 
citizens otherwise inclined towards 
extremism due to no other option for 
sustenance. �ere is some poverty 
eradication e�ort, albeit half hearted, by 
the government which has hitherto failed 
to ameliorate sad condition of poverty 
stricken millions. Some NGOs like Edhi 
Foundation are directly helping extremely 
poor people make their two ends meet. 
However, the strategy of such direct help 
is synonymous to providing �sh instead 
of teaching how to �sh. It cannot and will 
not bring lasting relief at the societal level. 
�e work, commendable as it is, is being 
done at the wrong end; the bottom end of 
a very wide base of pyramid of poverty. A 
paradigm shift in our social outlook is 
imperative if any tangible positive e�ects 
are to be created. �e shift must aim at 
transformation of the mindset of a�uent 
elements of civil society. �ey must be 
educated, motivated and encouraged to 
play their socio-moral responsibility 
towards less privileged members of 
society in an institutional manner. 
�erefore, the target population for 
mental transformation would have to be 
the “haves” instead of present deprived 
and unprivileged masses. Young 
generation is more malleable therefore a 
sound pedagogy in elite academic 
institutions would transform our youth to 
participate in social e�ort towards that 
end. �ey can easily persuade their elders 
to ride the band wagon heading in the 
right direction of social responsibility. We 
have witnessed such a phenomenon 
during 2013 general election where youth 
practically forced their elders to vote for 
the party of change; Pakistan Tehrik e 
Insaf.  

Most developed societies have very 
e�ective institutional civil structures 
which support and guide masses to secure 
their rights as equal members of the 

society. No individual feels helpless since 
there is a forum one can approach in case, 
he is subjected to injustice. �ink tank 
organizations and intellectuals of our civil 
society must move to form such a forum 
which would actively pursue a strategy 
aimed at provision of justice to all and 
poverty alleviation. Recent awareness 
created by Pakistan Tehrike Insaf (PTI) 
and Pakistan Awami Tehrik (PAT) 
a�ords us a bright opportunity to 
translate it into positive apolitical activity 
at the level of civil society.  Such an 
unbiased forum will not su�er from 
political expediencies such as coming into 
power and formation of government. 
With the e�orts of such an active and 
in�uential forum the situation will 
improve at a dramatic pace.

A top down social stratagem by the civil 
society will compel the government 
implement, through legislative process, 
strategy to address the most serious 
problem of rampant poverty and 
supplement governmental intervention to 
shift the poverty line downwards. �is 
dream can be translated into reality 
through formation of Poverty Alleviation 
Movement (PAM) which would aim at 
shifting the focus of attention of a�uent 
members of society from individually 
providing subsistence to the deprived 
multitudes reeling below the line of 
poverty to institutional programmes 
directly addressing poverty alleviation. 
�e problem of locally displaced persons 
(LDPs) due to operation in North 
Wazristan and recent �oods could be 
addressed in an institutional manner 
where a�uent citizens of Pakistan take 
charge of at least one family of LDPs. 
�ose families are in dire need of help 
and MUST be supported to get back to 
their pre-chaos position if not any better. 
�is would generate such enormous 
solidarity and good will among us that 
the entire nation will become a 
homogeneous society crossing the ethnic 

and sectarian lines; a goal that couldn’t be 
realized in almost seven decades. 
Intervention by foreign agencies’ for 
creating chaotic milieu in other countries 
with nefarious intentions of creating 
political destabilization cannot make 
deep  in roads in homogeneous societies 
as they are hard to penetrate by such evil 
forces thus ensuring better security 
environments.         

Poverty Alleviation Movement (PAM) 
cannot make its mark without 
governmental support. Government must 
devise and implement investment 
friendly policies and root out corruption 
from its institutions through e�ective 
governance. A�uent civil society 
members will thus be persuaded and 
encouraged to invest at domestic level 
instead of investing abroad. Even a single 
percentage point reduction in poverty 
through such an institutional social e�ort 
will have an exponential positive e�ect on 
the morale of the entire society. A self 
perpetuating cycle of progress, owing to 
the change of attitude of the rich, will 
eradicate poverty sooner than any one of 
us could imagine. �e social gap between 
the rich and poor would start reducing as 
a result of the inevitable interaction 
required by the new strategy. A motivated 
and self assured member of the society 
will be more productive. Natural 
by-product of relative a�uence and 
consequent hope and satisfaction at the 
lower level would deliver a death blow to 
the e�orts of those who are exploiting the 
poor masses by involving them in heinous 
crimes and atrocities.

�e bane of extremism and the scourges 
of petty and organized crime, drug 
addiction, child labor a�icting our 
society would start disappearing.



International community has to address 
the issue of terrorism squarely and play 
signi�cant role in eradicating attitudes of 
belligerence in order to make planet earth 
safer for our next generations. Most of 
the tumult however, not attributed to 
western military adventurism, is 
generated by poverty stricken people 
regardless of nationality. �ey are easy 
targets of terror organizations for 
enrolment. �erefore poverty alleviation 
and promotion of tolerance must be the 
main thrust of any strategy expected to 
bear fruit in e�orts of eradicating 
terrorism. Poverty eradication and 

equitable distribution of resources 
inter and intra nations are the 
main tools with a de�nite 
promise of altering violent 
behaviours of those becoming 
fodder of extremist propaganda 
machine. Governments in 
Pakistan have to address poverty, 
joblessness, education apart from 
provision of other basic human 
needs if there is real desire of 
changing belligerence into 
peaceful co-existence and 
criminal predisposition into law 
abiding propensity.

Rampant poverty is ceaselessly breeding 
frustration and criminal behaviour all 
over the world and Pakistan is no 
exception. �e extent of illiteracy 
prevalent in society is helping so called 
religious scholars exploit desperate 
situation to enroll jobless and frustrated 
youth for terrorist and criminal activities. 
International poverty average stands at 
41% with Sierra Leone being worst 
poverty stricken at 62% and Singapore 
the least poverty a�icted at 19%. 
Pakistan stands between 33 to 35% which 
seems to have aggravated in recent past. 
More than one third of our population is 
reeling under the line of poverty. Pakistan 
ranks 146th among 187 nations in 
Human Resource Development Index 
even below a state like Nepal. Child 
labour, drug addiction, petty crime, street 
begging and recruitment in militant 
organizations called Jaishes are natural 
by-products of extreme inequality 
existing in our society. �erefore I opine 
that poverty eradication is single most 
important course to be adopted as a 
national policy goal in order for gradually 
reducing and �nally eliminating the 
feelings of “su�ering, frustration and 
injustice”.

A comprehensive strategy needs to be 
employed to address 

objectives were realized. Swat which was 
purged from Taliban led by Fazlullah has 
not yet been taken over by political forces 
and civil society is still dysfunctional. 
Pakistan Army cannot possibly hold 
entire region a�ected by direct Taliban 
terrorism inde�nitely owing to their 
other professional commitments like 
addressing the Eastern border situation.        

Islam seems to have become discourse of 
rage and an expression of rant and rave 
completely disregarding that the Prophet 
Mohammad (SAW) cautioned us to 
“beware of extremism in your religion”. 

Using this scenario, through 
well orchestrated 

p r o p a g a n d a 
campaign, western 
media has managed 
to convince 
u n a s s u m i n g 
citizens that Islam 
preaches violence 
and most of the 
Muslims are 

violent people. 
Majority 

o f 

Mujahideen, who were created to oust 
erstwhile Soviet Union were left on their 
own after the goal was achieved. �ey 
were not brought back into social fold by 
disarming and providing them with 
alternate sources of income. �ey became 
harbingers of later Taliban movements in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan; they claim 
responsibility of most of the acts of 
terrorism. Such a grave policy lapse was 
bound to bring untoward consequences 
we confront today. It seems our political 

elite have either not learnt their lessons 
or they are incompetent to learn from 
history. Uncontrolled proliferation of 

Taliban mindset could have been 
averted and their energies 
could be utilized positively 

if the institutional 
support which created 

them was not 
withdrawn after 

the policy 
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hanks to international media, 
today terrorism has become 
synonymous albeit incorrectly 
with Islamic religious 

extremism which is projected to be 
harboured in Pakistan and exported 
abroad. Any terror act, regardless of its 
geographical location, is somehow 
connected with Pakistan by international 
media in general and Indian 
media in particular which goes 
to the extent of alleging that 
terror organizations are state 
sponsored in Pakistan. It cannot 
be denied that fundamentalism 
creating extreme behaviours is 
plaguing our country thus despite 
being proactively engaged in 
international anti-terrorist 
operations, Pakistan is being 
branded as a safe haven for the 
extremists. So called muslim religious 
scholars, have deeply fragmented our 
society and have 
inculcated among 
young, innocent and 
dedicated students of 
their madrassas 
attitude of extreme form of 
violence like keenness for 
suicide bombing. Poor 
governance, extreme poverty, 
absence of law and order, lack 
of justice and complete 
indi�erence of civil society 
towards violent attitudes have not 
only compounded the scourge but 
also fragmented our communities 
further supplying incendiary fuel to the 
�re of fanaticism. We are reaping what 
we sowed in the early eighties.

terror attacks do give the impression of 
religious extremism in its worst form 
which is squarely blamed on Islam today. 
Religious extremism, however, is not a 
product of Islam as being projected by the 
Western media. A brief reading into the 
past history may provide better insight 
into the phenomenon of extremism as we 
know it today.

1492 AD was the year of two major 
events casting profound e�ect on history; 
One, Columbus discovery of America 
and the other, fall of Grenada to 
Christian Western Empires. �e 
discovery of America and its 
consequential turning into a 
homogeneous nation destined to 
become the sole super power of 
the 20th century is recent and 
common knowledge. Second 
major event of that fateful year, 
the fall of Grenada merits 
discussion since it was a 
forerunner of hitherto 
uninterrupted decline of Muslim 
power. European Christian states 
of �fteenth century were 
powerful and international 
opinion, if any, was least of their 
concerns. Consequently, they did not 
feign magnanimity as the Western States 
have to do now in new so called 
International Order. Ruthless persecution 
by ruling Christians was a prevalent 
phenomenon. Extremism of 
‘Fundamentalist Christians’ was full in 

bloom and fundamentalism is in 
essence a Christian 

concept evolved in the 
beginning of 20th 

century by leading 
e v a n g e l i c a l 
c h u r c h m e n 

through wide 
circulation of a 
p a m p h l e t 
entitled “�e 
Fundamentals: 
A Testimony to 

the Truth.” 
�e most 
unfortunate 
example of 
extremism 

and perfect 
lack of 
to lerance, 

f o l l o w i n g 

the Crusades and the re-conquest of 
Spain by the Christian Spaniards, was the 
introduction of Spanish Inquisition 
(1478-1834 AD) which was 
implemented with prior sanction of the 
Pope’s judgement to purify the people of 
Spain. Executions, torture and 
exceptionally long prison terms were 
handed down with impunity. 
Consequently Catholics in�icted 
comprehensive ethnic cleansing and 
drove out Jews, Protestants and other  
including Muslims; their previous 
masters. �e Jews, mainly running the 
money and printing business in those 

areas were thus forced to �ee and migrate 
to Turkey and Christians not abiding by 
the religious lines at the helm were also 
not spared.

State led extremism of that period can 
only be matched today by Israel’s 
persecution and killing of innocents. But 
the extremism seen in Pakistan in the 
form of terrorist acts against innocent 
civilians, security installations and forces 
does not enjoy wide spread approval of 
Pakistani masses besides being shunned 
in o�cial responses of Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan following atrocious acts of 
terrorism by o�cially banned and black 
listed terrorist out�ts. �erefore these acts 
cannot be blamed on Pakistan 
government or wide range of masses. All 
nations experience that sort of abrasion in 
one form or another. �ese extremists are 
normally exploiting religious sentiments 
to instill a perception among otherwise 
well meaning citizens that developed 
western countries are responsible for their 
miseries. Continual military campaigns 
in Muslim countries have nothing but 

compounded that sentiment and 
beheading of Westerners by 

Daesh (ISIS – Islamic State 
of Iraq and Syria) activists is 
a reaction inculcated by that 

perception. 
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and eradicate existing extremist trends. 
Reducing inequality and poverty 
eradication are urgent requirements for 
breeding balanced behavior among the 
citizens otherwise inclined towards 
extremism due to no other option for 
sustenance. �ere is some poverty 
eradication e�ort, albeit half hearted, by 
the government which has hitherto failed 
to ameliorate sad condition of poverty 
stricken millions. Some NGOs like Edhi 
Foundation are directly helping extremely 
poor people make their two ends meet. 
However, the strategy of such direct help 
is synonymous to providing �sh instead 
of teaching how to �sh. It cannot and will 
not bring lasting relief at the societal level. 
�e work, commendable as it is, is being 
done at the wrong end; the bottom end of 
a very wide base of pyramid of poverty. A 
paradigm shift in our social outlook is 
imperative if any tangible positive e�ects 
are to be created. �e shift must aim at 
transformation of the mindset of a�uent 
elements of civil society. �ey must be 
educated, motivated and encouraged to 
play their socio-moral responsibility 
towards less privileged members of 
society in an institutional manner. 
�erefore, the target population for 
mental transformation would have to be 
the “haves” instead of present deprived 
and unprivileged masses. Young 
generation is more malleable therefore a 
sound pedagogy in elite academic 
institutions would transform our youth to 
participate in social e�ort towards that 
end. �ey can easily persuade their elders 
to ride the band wagon heading in the 
right direction of social responsibility. We 
have witnessed such a phenomenon 
during 2013 general election where youth 
practically forced their elders to vote for 
the party of change; Pakistan Tehrik e 
Insaf.  

Most developed societies have very 
e�ective institutional civil structures 
which support and guide masses to secure 
their rights as equal members of the 

society. No individual feels helpless since 
there is a forum one can approach in case, 
he is subjected to injustice. �ink tank 
organizations and intellectuals of our civil 
society must move to form such a forum 
which would actively pursue a strategy 
aimed at provision of justice to all and 
poverty alleviation. Recent awareness 
created by Pakistan Tehrike Insaf (PTI) 
and Pakistan Awami Tehrik (PAT) 
a�ords us a bright opportunity to 
translate it into positive apolitical activity 
at the level of civil society.  Such an 
unbiased forum will not su�er from 
political expediencies such as coming into 
power and formation of government. 
With the e�orts of such an active and 
in�uential forum the situation will 
improve at a dramatic pace.

A top down social stratagem by the civil 
society will compel the government 
implement, through legislative process, 
strategy to address the most serious 
problem of rampant poverty and 
supplement governmental intervention to 
shift the poverty line downwards. �is 
dream can be translated into reality 
through formation of Poverty Alleviation 
Movement (PAM) which would aim at 
shifting the focus of attention of a�uent 
members of society from individually 
providing subsistence to the deprived 
multitudes reeling below the line of 
poverty to institutional programmes 
directly addressing poverty alleviation. 
�e problem of locally displaced persons 
(LDPs) due to operation in North 
Wazristan and recent �oods could be 
addressed in an institutional manner 
where a�uent citizens of Pakistan take 
charge of at least one family of LDPs. 
�ose families are in dire need of help 
and MUST be supported to get back to 
their pre-chaos position if not any better. 
�is would generate such enormous 
solidarity and good will among us that 
the entire nation will become a 
homogeneous society crossing the ethnic 

and sectarian lines; a goal that couldn’t be 
realized in almost seven decades. 
Intervention by foreign agencies’ for 
creating chaotic milieu in other countries 
with nefarious intentions of creating 
political destabilization cannot make 
deep  in roads in homogeneous societies 
as they are hard to penetrate by such evil 
forces thus ensuring better security 
environments.         

Poverty Alleviation Movement (PAM) 
cannot make its mark without 
governmental support. Government must 
devise and implement investment 
friendly policies and root out corruption 
from its institutions through e�ective 
governance. A�uent civil society 
members will thus be persuaded and 
encouraged to invest at domestic level 
instead of investing abroad. Even a single 
percentage point reduction in poverty 
through such an institutional social e�ort 
will have an exponential positive e�ect on 
the morale of the entire society. A self 
perpetuating cycle of progress, owing to 
the change of attitude of the rich, will 
eradicate poverty sooner than any one of 
us could imagine. �e social gap between 
the rich and poor would start reducing as 
a result of the inevitable interaction 
required by the new strategy. A motivated 
and self assured member of the society 
will be more productive. Natural 
by-product of relative a�uence and 
consequent hope and satisfaction at the 
lower level would deliver a death blow to 
the e�orts of those who are exploiting the 
poor masses by involving them in heinous 
crimes and atrocities.

�e bane of extremism and the scourges 
of petty and organized crime, drug 
addiction, child labor a�icting our 
society would start disappearing.



SOCIETY

he issue of complexion is deep rooted in 
Asia. People practice it without realizing 
that this is the worst kind of discrimination. 
Preference is given to the lighter skin tones 

and the darker ones are considered less appealing and 
this issue is very common in the Asian region. Fair skin 
since ages is considered the ambassador of beauty 
because of the so called standards that have been set 
by our society. �is is the reason that the fairness 
craze has increased so much that especially 
young girls are getting their skins bleached. 

Dark girls lead a miserable life, as their own 
families ask them to apply beauti�cation 
products. Whenever they apply for front 
desk jobs (receptionist, air hostess, bus 
hostess,  anchor and etc) they are told 
that they are not suitable for such jobs 
just because they are not presentable and 
appealing. And if they are recruited, they 
are asked to apply makeup so that their 
actual dark complexion is not prominent 
anymore. You take a fashion magazine or 
any social magazine, the girl on the cover 
page is mostly white skinned and even if 
the model is dark skinned, she is made 
white by photo editing.

Small school going kids who are dark 
skinned are always bullied by their other class 
fellows and are subjected to name calling, such 
as ugly duckling, blackie and what not! ‘Dark is 
Divine’ aims at rede�ning the so called beauty 
standards that have been set by the society and also 
aims at rede�ning the connotation of word "Dark". By 
arranging con�dence building, personality development 
and body image con�dence seminars and also small 
sessions for the young school going kids to teach them 
to celebrate diversity would be a good job done. Also the 
training of the teachers since teachers are responsible 
for the secondary socialization of the kids and it’s their 
duty to teach them that respect for all is important and 
no one is inferior or superior and all skin shades are 
equally beautiful. �ere is dire need to train montessori 
teachers who always ask their students to draw face and 
color it and always give a peach colored crayon (named 
as skin color) instead of darker shades like brown or 
black. �is is the �rst ugliest discrimination the kid 
experiences and start thinking that the only color which 
exists is peach.

Why a dark skin is an oddity? �e only message these 
unfair advertisements of fairness products convey is that 
if you are fair then you will be successful in life and the 
more fair you are, the more con�dent you would be and 
the more you will achieve in the life. Stories like Snow 
White, Cinderella and sleeping beauty have always been 
a discrimination towards darker skin. �ese stories 
always carried a message that princesses are 
white-skinned!

T
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Dark is
Divine



n an ironic twist to Pakistan's 
struggles with extreme weather, water 
and climate experts warn that the 
increasingly frequent and intense 

�ooding in the country could lead to 
catastrophic water shortages.

�e issue, say experts, is groundwater. 
Used to supply Pakistan's growing 
population with water for drinking, 
sanitation and agriculture, groundwater 
resources are depleting rapidly. 
Groundwater is usually replenished - or 
recharged - naturally by rain and melting 
snow. But experts warn that the short, 
intense rainfall that is becoming 

common during Pakistan's monsoon 
season between June and September 
results in more runo�, giving the water 
less time to percolate into the ground.

Weather scientists at the Pakistan 
Meteorological Department (PMD) say 
weak and moderate rainfall help with 
groundwater recharge. Unfortunately, 
they add, that type of weather is 
becoming a rarity.

"�e frequency and intensity of extreme 
rainfall events are very likely to escalate 
and their increasing trend is already 
quite visible in di�erent parts of 

Pakistan," says Ghulam Rasul, senior 
weather scientist and climatologist at 
the PMD. "Because of the high intensity 
rainfall on steep sloppy land areas in the 
country’s northwestern and northeastern 
parts, groundwater recharge is minimal."

Pakistan already su�ers from water 
shortages. In December 2013, the World 
Resources Institute ranked Pakistan 
among the 36 most water-stressed 
countries in the world. 

A recent research report by the Planning 
Commission of Pakistan,  uses data from 
the Water and Power Development 

Authority of Pakistan to show that in 
1951 per capita water availability in 
Pakistan was 5,650 cubic meters. By 
2010, that �gure had plunged to 1,000 
cubic meters and will further fall to 800 
cubic meters by 2025, when Pakistan's 
population is expected to hit 221 
million.

If groundwater depletion continues at its 
current rate, say experts, the country 
could be headed for widespread water 
poverty.

According to Siddiq Ahmed Khan, 
country head of Water-Aid UK’s 
Pakistan chapter, any decline in the 
groundwater recharge could prove a 
harbinger of disaster for the water, 
sanitation and hygiene needs of a 
country where over 1.2 million people 
die every year from water-borne diseases 
such as diarrhea, malaria, and typhoid. 
"�e persistent deterioration of surface 
and groundwater sources, on which 
people rely for their livelihood - 
particularly in agriculture - drinking, 
sanitation and daily domestic needs 
means that water and sanitation 
pressures will simply grow from bad to 
worse," he said.

While erratic rainfall patterns are 
exacerbating Pakistan's groundwater 
shortage, extreme weather is not solely 
to blame. "�e more important variables 
are how much urbanized surface you 
have, which is less permeable, or how 
much vegetation there is on the surface, 
or soil qualities," says Daanish Mustafa, 
professor of water-resources geography 
and environmental management at 
King’s College London who 
co-authored the 2013 report 
"Understanding Pakistan’s 
water-security nexus".

Another contributing factor is the 
ine�cient use of Pakistan's precious 
resource by farms, companies and 
homes. "Over-extraction of groundwater 
through di�erent sources, including the 
nearly 1.1 million agriculture tubewells 
in the country, is among the major 
causes of the rapidly depleting 
groundwater levels," says Muhammad 
Javed, deputy director of Pakistan's 
Irrigation Research Institute.

According to Pakistan Water Gateway, a 
non-governmental water-research 
portal, groundwater levels in the country 
are dropping by three feet annually. 
Using the sprawling city of Lahore in 
northeastern Pakistan as an example, the 
Gateway notes that 20 years ago water 

used to be extracted from the ground at 
a depth of between 20 and 40 feet. 
Today, farmers, industrialists and 
domestic water users, who mine 
groundwater, have to go down to 800 
feet to get su�cient amounts of useable 
water.

Since the cost of pumping groundwater 
increases as the water table goes down, a 
continued drop in fresh groundwater 
levels means Pakistanis will have to use 
more expensive and poorer quality 
groundwater for agriculture, domestic 
and industrial purposes. "�is scenario 
calls for e�orts to check groundwater 
depletion,” said Pervaiz Amir, 
water-policy expert and country director 
of the Pakistan Water Partnership, a 
chapter of the Geneva-based Global 
Water Partnership. 

And the �ooding that is exacerbating 
the problem could become part of the 
solution, says Amir, who has served as 
member on the Prime Minister’s Task 
Force on Climate Change. "�e run-o� 
water can be turned from a curse into a 
blessing by building new small- and 
medium-sized water storage reservoirs 
in villages, towns and around urban 
centers."

Reservoirs could make up for lost 

groundwater, with the captured 
rainwater being used to boost 
underground aquifers and irrigate farms, 
say water-management experts. 

Without action to adapt to Pakistan's 
decreasing groundwater levels, warns 
Amir, more people will �nd themselves 
without access to clean water for 
drinking and sanitation, and farmers will 
struggle to irrigate their crops, pushing 
Pakistan towards food insecurity. 
Measures including slowing 
urbanization, improving 
water-management structures and 
governance, promoting water-saving 
technology to farmers and industry, and 
rainwater harvesting could all help, adds 
Amir. 

"�ese measures will help save 
agriculture, which is the mainstay of the 
country's economy, and save people from 
falling prey to hunger, poverty and a 
range of water-borne diseases," says 
Amir. "Pakistan must act to tackle its 
deepening water crisis."

ENVIRONMENT
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Flooding could worsen
Pakistan's water shortage,
experts warn



n an ironic twist to Pakistan's 
struggles with extreme weather, water 
and climate experts warn that the 
increasingly frequent and intense 

�ooding in the country could lead to 
catastrophic water shortages.

�e issue, say experts, is groundwater. 
Used to supply Pakistan's growing 
population with water for drinking, 
sanitation and agriculture, groundwater 
resources are depleting rapidly. 
Groundwater is usually replenished - or 
recharged - naturally by rain and melting 
snow. But experts warn that the short, 
intense rainfall that is becoming 

common during Pakistan's monsoon 
season between June and September 
results in more runo�, giving the water 
less time to percolate into the ground.

Weather scientists at the Pakistan 
Meteorological Department (PMD) say 
weak and moderate rainfall help with 
groundwater recharge. Unfortunately, 
they add, that type of weather is 
becoming a rarity.

"�e frequency and intensity of extreme 
rainfall events are very likely to escalate 
and their increasing trend is already 
quite visible in di�erent parts of 

Pakistan," says Ghulam Rasul, senior 
weather scientist and climatologist at 
the PMD. "Because of the high intensity 
rainfall on steep sloppy land areas in the 
country’s northwestern and northeastern 
parts, groundwater recharge is minimal."

Pakistan already su�ers from water 
shortages. In December 2013, the World 
Resources Institute ranked Pakistan 
among the 36 most water-stressed 
countries in the world. 

A recent research report by the Planning 
Commission of Pakistan,  uses data from 
the Water and Power Development 

Authority of Pakistan to show that in 
1951 per capita water availability in 
Pakistan was 5,650 cubic meters. By 
2010, that �gure had plunged to 1,000 
cubic meters and will further fall to 800 
cubic meters by 2025, when Pakistan's 
population is expected to hit 221 
million.

If groundwater depletion continues at its 
current rate, say experts, the country 
could be headed for widespread water 
poverty.

According to Siddiq Ahmed Khan, 
country head of Water-Aid UK’s 
Pakistan chapter, any decline in the 
groundwater recharge could prove a 
harbinger of disaster for the water, 
sanitation and hygiene needs of a 
country where over 1.2 million people 
die every year from water-borne diseases 
such as diarrhea, malaria, and typhoid. 
"�e persistent deterioration of surface 
and groundwater sources, on which 
people rely for their livelihood - 
particularly in agriculture - drinking, 
sanitation and daily domestic needs 
means that water and sanitation 
pressures will simply grow from bad to 
worse," he said.

While erratic rainfall patterns are 
exacerbating Pakistan's groundwater 
shortage, extreme weather is not solely 
to blame. "�e more important variables 
are how much urbanized surface you 
have, which is less permeable, or how 
much vegetation there is on the surface, 
or soil qualities," says Daanish Mustafa, 
professor of water-resources geography 
and environmental management at 
King’s College London who 
co-authored the 2013 report 
"Understanding Pakistan’s 
water-security nexus".

Another contributing factor is the 
ine�cient use of Pakistan's precious 
resource by farms, companies and 
homes. "Over-extraction of groundwater 
through di�erent sources, including the 
nearly 1.1 million agriculture tubewells 
in the country, is among the major 
causes of the rapidly depleting 
groundwater levels," says Muhammad 
Javed, deputy director of Pakistan's 
Irrigation Research Institute.

According to Pakistan Water Gateway, a 
non-governmental water-research 
portal, groundwater levels in the country 
are dropping by three feet annually. 
Using the sprawling city of Lahore in 
northeastern Pakistan as an example, the 
Gateway notes that 20 years ago water 

used to be extracted from the ground at 
a depth of between 20 and 40 feet. 
Today, farmers, industrialists and 
domestic water users, who mine 
groundwater, have to go down to 800 
feet to get su�cient amounts of useable 
water.

Since the cost of pumping groundwater 
increases as the water table goes down, a 
continued drop in fresh groundwater 
levels means Pakistanis will have to use 
more expensive and poorer quality 
groundwater for agriculture, domestic 
and industrial purposes. "�is scenario 
calls for e�orts to check groundwater 
depletion,” said Pervaiz Amir, 
water-policy expert and country director 
of the Pakistan Water Partnership, a 
chapter of the Geneva-based Global 
Water Partnership. 

And the �ooding that is exacerbating 
the problem could become part of the 
solution, says Amir, who has served as 
member on the Prime Minister’s Task 
Force on Climate Change. "�e run-o� 
water can be turned from a curse into a 
blessing by building new small- and 
medium-sized water storage reservoirs 
in villages, towns and around urban 
centers."

Reservoirs could make up for lost 

groundwater, with the captured 
rainwater being used to boost 
underground aquifers and irrigate farms, 
say water-management experts. 

Without action to adapt to Pakistan's 
decreasing groundwater levels, warns 
Amir, more people will �nd themselves 
without access to clean water for 
drinking and sanitation, and farmers will 
struggle to irrigate their crops, pushing 
Pakistan towards food insecurity. 
Measures including slowing 
urbanization, improving 
water-management structures and 
governance, promoting water-saving 
technology to farmers and industry, and 
rainwater harvesting could all help, adds 
Amir. 

"�ese measures will help save 
agriculture, which is the mainstay of the 
country's economy, and save people from 
falling prey to hunger, poverty and a 
range of water-borne diseases," says 
Amir. "Pakistan must act to tackle its 
deepening water crisis."
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MULTAN- People affected by rains use a boat to move to safe areas as the Chenab river rose to dangerously high levels

SIALKOT- People pass through rainwater to reach safe places



y smart phone, whose 
workings I am still trying to 
come to grips with, buzzed 
late Saturday afternoon. �e 

number displayed was unfamiliar and from 
the code appeared to be international. On 
my answering, a very polite gentleman 
introducing himself as Sanjay asked me if I 
would participate that night in a TV 
talk-show being hosted by his TV channel 
from Mumbai on the subject of the 
indiscriminate �ring across the disputed  
Line of Control in Kashmir and the 
working boundary by both India and 
Pakistan. He further elaborated that a 
panel of three Indian experts will present 
their country’s point of view on the issue 
while three guests from Pakistan including 
me, if I accept, would articulate the 
Pakistani angle. Dialogue even between 
arch foes is always the �rst step towards 
con�ict resolution and I accepted his o�er 
without any hesitation. Arrangements to 
transport me to an international 
broadcasting TV station in Karachi were 
made and soon my mug appeared on the 
TV screen of the Indian channel and the 
show began. 

�e other two panellists from Pakistan 
were Vice Admiral (Retd) Javed, a 

colleague of mine from the Pakistan Navy 
and Mosharraf Zaidi, a renowned 
Pakistani columnist and a frequent guest 
on Pakistani TV channels. �e three 
Indians were unknown to me as was the 
anchor, Arnab Goswami, a much 
celebrated Indian talk-show host, I was 
told. Arnab after a brief introduction of the 
panel of experts delivered a scathing 
condemnation of Pakistan, blaming it 
entirely for the ongoing crisis. Next the 
three Indian experts vented their anger in 
the same mould and this went on for quite 
some time. Much later, Mosharraf Zaidi 
was �rst delivered a stern lecture and 
warning by Arnab and �nally asked if 
Pakistan would learn to behave itself and 
mend its ways or else face the wrath of the 
Indian military might. Zaidi was incensed 
by this absolutely unacceptable line of 
questioning and within a minute of his 
response, where he vehemently rejected 
the Indian assertions. But before he could 
put forward his views the three Indian 
panellists goaded by Arnab intervened, 
making Musharraf ’s point of view 
completely inaudible. Admiral Javed was 
meted out a similar treatment and when he 
too responded aggressively defending 
Pakistan’s stance on the current crisis, his 
voice was also drowned by a cacophony of 

loud and boorish Indian interruptions that 
turned the entire debate into a farce.

Next was my turn. I realised by then the 
Indian game plan - they were playing to 
their galleries and were attempting to 
infuriate us to a degree where we would 
incriminate ourselves and Pakistan by 
making a rash statement. Both Javed and 
Zaidi did not fall into their trap but very 
rightly they did clearly express their 
resentment. �e question put to me was in 
the same vein and I was asked if my 
country was now willing to apologise for 
its follies and would promise to behave in 
future (this is a gist of what Arnab had 
asked in his diatribe). It took a herculean 
e�ort on my part not to lose my cool but I 
managed to stay calm and gently answered 
that what was being asked was a loaded 
question: in fact not even a question but an 
indictment of my country which I reject 
point blank and unless he was willing to 
listen to my side of the story there was no 
point in any further discussion. 
Surprisingly Arnab relented and asked me 
to continue. 

I tried to explain that in the current vicious 
atmosphere where nationalism and 
jingoism trumps all logic and reason, for 
any one of us without being privy to inside 
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information about what is actually going 
on in the Kashmir border, to categorically 
blame one side or the other would be both 
unethical and unprofessional. I would 
rather begin by stating the undisputed 
facts on ground and from there try to draw 
to some logical conclusions. What we do 
know and agree so far about the crisis is: 
�rst heavy �ring is going on across the 
Kashmir border by both sides and in the 
process it is the civilians rather than the 
military men who are getting killed. 
Second, if the situation is not di�used it 
could easily snowball into a much wider 
armed con�ict between two nuclear armed 
neighbours and �nally both claim that 
they are merely responding to 
indiscriminate and unprovoked �ring from 
the other side.

I continued by stating that an assessment 
of the Indian charge that has put the onus 
of blame squarely on the state of Pakistan 
was in order. Why would Pakistan want to 
open another military front in the east 
when on both the political and military 
fronts it has its hands full, I asked? One of 
the Indian experts had opined that the 
�ring from Pakistan was an attempt to 
provide artillery �re cover to anti Indian 
elements in�ltrating in their part of 
Kashmir. I responded that the entire Indo 
–Pakistan border, especially along the 
working boundary where the current 
shelling is going on is so heavily fenced 
and guarded that only airborne in�ltrators 
armed with self propelled jet packs can 
cross over. Since such a capability does not 
exist in the country and even if it did, the 
need for artillery �re cover would not arise; 
in fact it would give away the element of 
surprise so essential for the success of the 
operation - hence this line of reasoning 
just did not gel or add up.

�e need for the Pakistan Army to 
continue to project India as an existential 
threat to the national security to justify its 
current size was another argument the 
Indian delegates had put forward as the 
reason for their initiation of the current 
hostilities across the LOC. �is argument 
might have held water when India was the 
sole adversary which the national armed 
forces had to confront. In today’s 
environment when the Pakistan Army and 
the PAF are engaged in full-�edged 
military operations on its western �ank 
against the religious local and foreign 
militants, the need to voluntarily open a 
new front where an uneasy cease�re had 
held since an unwritten agreement dating 
back to 2003 would be utter madness that 
can only be undertaken by suicidal 
maniacs, I argued. “But you are mad, 
suicidal and insane, considering that you 
sheltered Osama in your soil knowing the 
risks involved,” piped Arnab. “Let us not 
go there as both nations have much to 

answer for their past deeds and instead 
focus on the present” I retorted, adding 
“and how do you explain the assassination 
of your nation’s Bapu, Mahatma Ghandi 
by your very own radical Hindu elements 
belonging to RSS, the mother party of 
your current Prime Minister Modi.” �ere 
was a moment of silence on the other end 
and then all hell broke loose. �e debate 
for all practical purpose was over and 
Arnab ended the programme with another 
vitriolic diatribe against Pakistan painting 
the country’s armed forces as the mother 
of all evil and blaming it for destabilising 
its Prime Minister who deserved all the 
help and support to ward o� the evil 
designs of his own military. I wondered if 
Arnab realised that in the current 
ambiance show of support by the Indian 
media to any political �gure in Pakistan at 
the cost of the national army could 
virtually amount to signing his political 
death warrant - or perhaps the wily anchor 
by making such an assertion meant to 
further destabilise the Pakistani PM as he 
struggles to grapple with the political crisis 
brewing in the country.     

I was hoping to put across our views on the 
question of who was more likely to have 
initiated the cease�re violation along the 
LOC on this occasion. Consider the 
following: how does India justify an over a 
million strong army, the third largest (in 
numbers, not capability) air force and a 
navy aspiring to achieve ‘blue water’ 
capability, I wonder. �is line of reasoning 
might have been relevant two decades ago 
but after the nuclearization of the 
subcontinent even the experts at your end, 
dear Arnab, have come to the conclusion 
that a full scale war similar to the ones in 
1965 or 1971 is a thing of the past, 
lamenting the loss of advantage which 
their nation had enjoyed because of the 
conventional military superiority it had 
established over Pakistan at a great cost. 

Your experts then came up with the Cold 
Start and Pro Active Operations (PAO) 
strategies where the Indian forces were to 
be reorganised to carry out swift, sharp and 
very limited raids into Pakistan, declaring 
victory before the latter could bare its 
nuclear fangs. Unfortunately when push 
came to shove in 2008, the Cold Start and 
PAO could not be implemented for some 
very valid reasons. When the Indian 
military can at best only plan small 
punitive military actions against its arch 
enemy, how does it justify its humongous 
size?  Surely classical full blown 
land-warfare with China is remote because 
of the towering Himalayan Range that 
separates the two nations. With Pakistan 
even a Cold Start or PAO is fraught with 
dangerous consequences and if you need to 
invade any one of your other smaller 
neighbours in the subcontinent, do you 

really need such a large force?  �e fact that 
the Indian government has spurned all 
requests by Pakistan for talks to stop the 
madness and instead your leadership 
announces that now your guns will speak 
would point to India as the one more likely 
to have initiated the hostilities. 

In conclusion Arnab, I am grateful to you 
for revealing the true face of the Indian 
media and if the huge popularity you enjoy 
back home is to be believed, that of your 
public as well. However, I would be 
seriously remiss if I do not mention the 
very courteous email I received 
immediately after the end of the 
programme from one very prominent 
Indian scholar who profusely apologised 
for the almost crass behaviour of the host 
and added that Arnab Goswami was one 
of his kind, well known for the obnoxious 
manner he conducts his shows and in the 
Indian academic circles his programme is 
often referred to as the ‘Comedy night 
with Arnab Goswami.’ �ere are saner 
elements in India as the email indicates 
and as long as people like him exist across 
the border there is still hope one day sanity 
will prevail and the spectre of war between 
the two nuclear armed nations in the 
subcontinent will dissipate hopefully on a 
more permanent basis. 

A �nal word of caution to my friends in 
India: the Pakistani Armed Forces are 
better prepared and more e�ective in their 
primary role of war �ghting partly because 
of late they have not been distracted by 
responsibilities besides their profession. 
And more importantly, its Army and the 
Air Force have been perpetually operating 
on a war-footing especially since 2009, 
�ghting a very tenacious adversary under 
very challenging environment – engaging 
fanatic, ruthless and shadowy elements 
who hold no brief for the Geneva 
Convention and are hard-nosed, 
cold-blooded killers takes much courage 
and skill. No peace time training can be a 
substitute for actual combat with live 
ammunitions where lives are taken and 
lost. Our troops and aircrew are 
battle-hardened, combat-experienced war 
veterans �ush with battle�eld victories and 
are ready to take on the adversary at any 
level. Initiating hostility against such a 
force on false pretext is best avoided.

For my fellow Pakistanis, pick the TV 
talk-show host/anchor you consider the 
most obnoxious and raise his bias and 
unprofessionalism to the power three – 
you will get close to Arnab Goswami. 

How Pakistani
differs from Indian
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y smart phone, whose 
workings I am still trying to 
come to grips with, buzzed 
late Saturday afternoon. �e 

number displayed was unfamiliar and from 
the code appeared to be international. On 
my answering, a very polite gentleman 
introducing himself as Sanjay asked me if I 
would participate that night in a TV 
talk-show being hosted by his TV channel 
from Mumbai on the subject of the 
indiscriminate �ring across the disputed  
Line of Control in Kashmir and the 
working boundary by both India and 
Pakistan. He further elaborated that a 
panel of three Indian experts will present 
their country’s point of view on the issue 
while three guests from Pakistan including 
me, if I accept, would articulate the 
Pakistani angle. Dialogue even between 
arch foes is always the �rst step towards 
con�ict resolution and I accepted his o�er 
without any hesitation. Arrangements to 
transport me to an international 
broadcasting TV station in Karachi were 
made and soon my mug appeared on the 
TV screen of the Indian channel and the 
show began. 

�e other two panellists from Pakistan 
were Vice Admiral (Retd) Javed, a 

colleague of mine from the Pakistan Navy 
and Mosharraf Zaidi, a renowned 
Pakistani columnist and a frequent guest 
on Pakistani TV channels. �e three 
Indians were unknown to me as was the 
anchor, Arnab Goswami, a much 
celebrated Indian talk-show host, I was 
told. Arnab after a brief introduction of the 
panel of experts delivered a scathing 
condemnation of Pakistan, blaming it 
entirely for the ongoing crisis. Next the 
three Indian experts vented their anger in 
the same mould and this went on for quite 
some time. Much later, Mosharraf Zaidi 
was �rst delivered a stern lecture and 
warning by Arnab and �nally asked if 
Pakistan would learn to behave itself and 
mend its ways or else face the wrath of the 
Indian military might. Zaidi was incensed 
by this absolutely unacceptable line of 
questioning and within a minute of his 
response, where he vehemently rejected 
the Indian assertions. But before he could 
put forward his views the three Indian 
panellists goaded by Arnab intervened, 
making Musharraf ’s point of view 
completely inaudible. Admiral Javed was 
meted out a similar treatment and when he 
too responded aggressively defending 
Pakistan’s stance on the current crisis, his 
voice was also drowned by a cacophony of 

loud and boorish Indian interruptions that 
turned the entire debate into a farce.

Next was my turn. I realised by then the 
Indian game plan - they were playing to 
their galleries and were attempting to 
infuriate us to a degree where we would 
incriminate ourselves and Pakistan by 
making a rash statement. Both Javed and 
Zaidi did not fall into their trap but very 
rightly they did clearly express their 
resentment. �e question put to me was in 
the same vein and I was asked if my 
country was now willing to apologise for 
its follies and would promise to behave in 
future (this is a gist of what Arnab had 
asked in his diatribe). It took a herculean 
e�ort on my part not to lose my cool but I 
managed to stay calm and gently answered 
that what was being asked was a loaded 
question: in fact not even a question but an 
indictment of my country which I reject 
point blank and unless he was willing to 
listen to my side of the story there was no 
point in any further discussion. 
Surprisingly Arnab relented and asked me 
to continue. 

I tried to explain that in the current vicious 
atmosphere where nationalism and 
jingoism trumps all logic and reason, for 
any one of us without being privy to inside 

information about what is actually going 
on in the Kashmir border, to categorically 
blame one side or the other would be both 
unethical and unprofessional. I would 
rather begin by stating the undisputed 
facts on ground and from there try to draw 
to some logical conclusions. What we do 
know and agree so far about the crisis is: 
�rst heavy �ring is going on across the 
Kashmir border by both sides and in the 
process it is the civilians rather than the 
military men who are getting killed. 
Second, if the situation is not di�used it 
could easily snowball into a much wider 
armed con�ict between two nuclear armed 
neighbours and �nally both claim that 
they are merely responding to 
indiscriminate and unprovoked �ring from 
the other side.

I continued by stating that an assessment 
of the Indian charge that has put the onus 
of blame squarely on the state of Pakistan 
was in order. Why would Pakistan want to 
open another military front in the east 
when on both the political and military 
fronts it has its hands full, I asked? One of 
the Indian experts had opined that the 
�ring from Pakistan was an attempt to 
provide artillery �re cover to anti Indian 
elements in�ltrating in their part of 
Kashmir. I responded that the entire Indo 
–Pakistan border, especially along the 
working boundary where the current 
shelling is going on is so heavily fenced 
and guarded that only airborne in�ltrators 
armed with self propelled jet packs can 
cross over. Since such a capability does not 
exist in the country and even if it did, the 
need for artillery �re cover would not arise; 
in fact it would give away the element of 
surprise so essential for the success of the 
operation - hence this line of reasoning 
just did not gel or add up.

�e need for the Pakistan Army to 
continue to project India as an existential 
threat to the national security to justify its 
current size was another argument the 
Indian delegates had put forward as the 
reason for their initiation of the current 
hostilities across the LOC. �is argument 
might have held water when India was the 
sole adversary which the national armed 
forces had to confront. In today’s 
environment when the Pakistan Army and 
the PAF are engaged in full-�edged 
military operations on its western �ank 
against the religious local and foreign 
militants, the need to voluntarily open a 
new front where an uneasy cease�re had 
held since an unwritten agreement dating 
back to 2003 would be utter madness that 
can only be undertaken by suicidal 
maniacs, I argued. “But you are mad, 
suicidal and insane, considering that you 
sheltered Osama in your soil knowing the 
risks involved,” piped Arnab. “Let us not 
go there as both nations have much to 

answer for their past deeds and instead 
focus on the present” I retorted, adding 
“and how do you explain the assassination 
of your nation’s Bapu, Mahatma Ghandi 
by your very own radical Hindu elements 
belonging to RSS, the mother party of 
your current Prime Minister Modi.” �ere 
was a moment of silence on the other end 
and then all hell broke loose. �e debate 
for all practical purpose was over and 
Arnab ended the programme with another 
vitriolic diatribe against Pakistan painting 
the country’s armed forces as the mother 
of all evil and blaming it for destabilising 
its Prime Minister who deserved all the 
help and support to ward o� the evil 
designs of his own military. I wondered if 
Arnab realised that in the current 
ambiance show of support by the Indian 
media to any political �gure in Pakistan at 
the cost of the national army could 
virtually amount to signing his political 
death warrant - or perhaps the wily anchor 
by making such an assertion meant to 
further destabilise the Pakistani PM as he 
struggles to grapple with the political crisis 
brewing in the country.     

I was hoping to put across our views on the 
question of who was more likely to have 
initiated the cease�re violation along the 
LOC on this occasion. Consider the 
following: how does India justify an over a 
million strong army, the third largest (in 
numbers, not capability) air force and a 
navy aspiring to achieve ‘blue water’ 
capability, I wonder. �is line of reasoning 
might have been relevant two decades ago 
but after the nuclearization of the 
subcontinent even the experts at your end, 
dear Arnab, have come to the conclusion 
that a full scale war similar to the ones in 
1965 or 1971 is a thing of the past, 
lamenting the loss of advantage which 
their nation had enjoyed because of the 
conventional military superiority it had 
established over Pakistan at a great cost. 

Your experts then came up with the Cold 
Start and Pro Active Operations (PAO) 
strategies where the Indian forces were to 
be reorganised to carry out swift, sharp and 
very limited raids into Pakistan, declaring 
victory before the latter could bare its 
nuclear fangs. Unfortunately when push 
came to shove in 2008, the Cold Start and 
PAO could not be implemented for some 
very valid reasons. When the Indian 
military can at best only plan small 
punitive military actions against its arch 
enemy, how does it justify its humongous 
size?  Surely classical full blown 
land-warfare with China is remote because 
of the towering Himalayan Range that 
separates the two nations. With Pakistan 
even a Cold Start or PAO is fraught with 
dangerous consequences and if you need to 
invade any one of your other smaller 
neighbours in the subcontinent, do you 

really need such a large force?  �e fact that 
the Indian government has spurned all 
requests by Pakistan for talks to stop the 
madness and instead your leadership 
announces that now your guns will speak 
would point to India as the one more likely 
to have initiated the hostilities. 

In conclusion Arnab, I am grateful to you 
for revealing the true face of the Indian 
media and if the huge popularity you enjoy 
back home is to be believed, that of your 
public as well. However, I would be 
seriously remiss if I do not mention the 
very courteous email I received 
immediately after the end of the 
programme from one very prominent 
Indian scholar who profusely apologised 
for the almost crass behaviour of the host 
and added that Arnab Goswami was one 
of his kind, well known for the obnoxious 
manner he conducts his shows and in the 
Indian academic circles his programme is 
often referred to as the ‘Comedy night 
with Arnab Goswami.’ �ere are saner 
elements in India as the email indicates 
and as long as people like him exist across 
the border there is still hope one day sanity 
will prevail and the spectre of war between 
the two nuclear armed nations in the 
subcontinent will dissipate hopefully on a 
more permanent basis. 

A �nal word of caution to my friends in 
India: the Pakistani Armed Forces are 
better prepared and more e�ective in their 
primary role of war �ghting partly because 
of late they have not been distracted by 
responsibilities besides their profession. 
And more importantly, its Army and the 
Air Force have been perpetually operating 
on a war-footing especially since 2009, 
�ghting a very tenacious adversary under 
very challenging environment – engaging 
fanatic, ruthless and shadowy elements 
who hold no brief for the Geneva 
Convention and are hard-nosed, 
cold-blooded killers takes much courage 
and skill. No peace time training can be a 
substitute for actual combat with live 
ammunitions where lives are taken and 
lost. Our troops and aircrew are 
battle-hardened, combat-experienced war 
veterans �ush with battle�eld victories 
and are ready to take on the adversary at 
any level. Initiating hostility against such a 
force on false pretext is best avoided.

For my fellow Pakistanis, pick the TV 
talk-show host/anchor you consider the 
most obnoxious and raise his bias and 
unprofessionalism to the power three – 
you will get close to Arnab Goswami. 
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nobody gives projects just because you 
graduated in interior designing. Execution 
of projects and its supervision is most 
important in addition to designing. One 
of my internees from Indus Valley, 
Karachi, got a job in Middle East after 
this internship. He always failed the 
interviews previously because he lacked 
knowledge about the materials used in 
designing. 3D and computer generated 
images has solved the problem because 
now you can conceive and show customers 
how it will look like at the end. However 
interior designing with 3D images is an 
expensive a�air.

To become a good interior designer one 
has to get hands on training for a few years 
in the industry. Pakistan also lacks proper 
internship opportunities. Most of the 
institutes & universities give bookish 
knowledge to students and do not train 
for customer handling, proposal writing, 
fee and closing deals. 

On the other hand customers sometimes 
want to get free advice from the new 
interior designer they plan to hire in their 
�rst meeting. Customers invite fresh 
interior designers to their site and press 
them for answers to every question, which 
is unethical before the �nalization of fee 

and awarding 
project. �ere is a 

need for 
professionalism in 

the �eld of interior 
designing in this 

country. What 
I recommend 

is that 

architecture 
�rms add 

interior design 
department in 

their o�ces, so that 
new interior 

designers do not 
face problems in 

h a n d l i n g 
p r o j e c t s 

because they 
l a c k 
customer 

h a n d l i n g 
knowledge.

MARIA: Is the 
interior designing 

industry growing in 
Pakistan?

KAZIM: Interior design has, to an 
extent, lived under the shadow of 
architecture for many years. Clearer 
distinctions are now beginning to emerge 
between these two related professions 
that once established, should help to 
de�ne interior design as a well-respected 
profession with ethics, value, vision and 
purpose. �e profession as a whole will 
then be in a better position to address 
important questions about design 
ideology, lifestyle, comfort and human 
behavior, and to encourage the sensory 
and perceptual aspect on interior design 
in addition to function and ergonomics.

Interior designing industry is growing in 
Pakistan with a number of universities 
and institutes o�ering courses for 
interior designing.

Residential interior designing projects 
aren’t an easy task because if there are too 
many decision makers in a family, then 
you can’t satisfy every individual. �ere 
should be a written proposal to secure all 
sides. My best residential projects were 
those with minimum interference.

MARIA: How do you see the future of 
this industry?

KAZIM: �e future of the interior 

hen Atrio Café and Grill 
opened at the end of 2012, 
its rooftop was all the rage, 
making the tensile 

structure on the rooftop a landmark of 
Jinnah Super Market.�e inspiration 
came from the Sahara Mall in Dubai, says 
Kazim Hassan, the brain behind its 
interior. “�e one in Dubai is a huge 
structure with multiple cones. Atrio 
rooftop structure is a miniature of that 
concept. �e rooftop �oor design of Atrio 
is inspired by grapevine”

His inventory includes projects with 
massive budgets ranging from commercial 
projects to interior and set designing for 
dramas, movies and morning shows. 
However he terms Atrio Café and Grill 
his favorite until now. He hints about an 
upcoming restaurant in F-7 with another 
rooftop and a project, salon and spa.

Back in the 90s, he embarked on his 
journey with a proper outlet having 
furniture, drapes and other accessories. 
�is �eld presented him with a number of 
opportunities like working for Marriot 
and Serena Hotel, PTV Headquarters, 
Prime Minister Secretariat, Islamabad 
Club, Saudi Pak Investment Bank, OMV 
President’s o�ce, RCCI, Data Focal, 
MCB President’s o�ce, Atrio café & grill, 
Tayto, Fijji’s Grill etc., and a number of 
residential projects. In addition to 
interiors, he has also done studio set 
designing for the movie Waar, the Nadia 
Khan Show in Dubai and Islamabad, 
PTV News, set designs for Lights Asia, 
ARY, Aaj TV, Rohi TV and Business 
Plus. Situated in Islamabad’s Blue Area, 
his showroom goes by the name Hassan 

Interiors.

What he began with was a mock up guest 
room for Marriot Hotel.  He recalls how 
di�cult meeting deadlines were. Mr. 
Hashwani, the owner of Marriot Hotel, 
appreciated the concept and design. “In a 
turnkey project all the responsibility is on 
your shoulders. �e interior design 
company has to engage workers from wall 
�nishes, drapes, furniture, and polisher to 
carpets and accessories”, he says.

Soon afterwards he found himself 
designing the guest rooms of Serena 
Hotel in Swat. He incorporated the 
traditional motifs from Swat into the 
guest room furniture. �e traditional 
theme of the region inspired the drapes 
and carpet. Even the guest room door was 
cladded with the motifs. What scared him 
was the Fokker �ight to Swat while the 
weather had turned bad, transportation 
cost being too high and assembling 
workers for such a project being di�cult. 
“Excitement of a project is one thing but 

we should include extra cost for 
transportation and charges for workers. 
After all it is a business and you have to 
make pro�ts at the end of the day.”

Another window of opportunity cracked 
open in 2000 in the form of set designing 
when these satellite channels started 
airing. His �rst TV set design was for a 
drama Indus TV was shooting. According 
to him, designing Nadia Khan Show sets 
in 2010 in Islamabad and Dubai was the 
highlight of his set designing career.

He also got a chance to design sets for the 
movie Waar with the famous Bilal 
Lashari. In the �lm world, it is called art 
decoration because you develop sets on 
the creative brief of the �lm director.

In a little tête-à-tête with him, we learn 
what his work is like.

MARIA KHALID: Tell us about your 
product line?

KAZIM HASSAN: My showroom 
features interior design products like 
wood �oors, carpet tiles and carpets, wall 
papers, window dressings and accessories, 
specialized sports �oorings, anti-static 
PVC �ooring. Its sale constitutes 60-70% 
of our business. If someone comes to our 
showroom, we guide them and give free 
interior designing advice.

MARIA: Do you think our universities 
prepare students for professional life?

KAZIM: I was a jury member of students’ 
�nal projects several times at National 
Institute of Cultural Studies, LokVirsa in 
Islamabad and what I noticed is that 
students need hands on training because 
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design industry looks promising. Many 
nations are now fully design-conscious 
and this is a situation that can only 
continue. In Pakistan we can see a trend 
for good design outlets, restaurant, 
cinemas etc.

Now business concerns in Pakistan are 
following the trends which we see in 
Dubai and other developed countries. 
New trend of business outlet’s interior in 
shopping malls are visible. Dolmen Mall 
Karachi, �e Centaurus Islamabad and 
the Mall of Lahore are a few examples. 
Commercial banks, Telco o�ces, 
cinemas are all done by professional 
interior designers and architects.

�ere is a common misconception that 
all architects are good interior designers. 
�e knowledge of materials and aesthetic 
sense counts a lot in interior designing. 
Architects are technically very strong and 
interior designers normally assist them in 
commercial projects in developed 
countries like Malaysia, Japan, and 
Dubai.

MARIA: Do a lot of people hire 
professional interior designer services 
these days or only the privileged do?

KAZIM: Now there is a trend of 
designer houses in Karachi, Lahore and 
Islamabad, where customers want 
turnkey solution from purchase of land, 
construction, and interior design to 
furniture, accessories and land scaping. 
Mostly clients living abroad want such 
type of packages in Pakistan.

�e interior design services are 
considered �t for privileged class but 
when a person spends even for small 
house, it should be spent properly. Just 
like if you take medicine on your own 
without consulting a doctor, it may 
damage your health.

For commercial as well as residential 
projects, people spend unnecessary but 
do not consult a professional interior 
designer. �ey avoid interior designer’s 
fee and spend on unnecessary items like 
heavy wood work, wrong �ooring, false 
ceiling, wall �nishes, wrong selection of 
light �xtures, furniture, drapes etc.

Kazim
Hasan

the man
behind
interiors

Customers sometimes want to get free advice from the new 
interior designer they plan to hire in their �rst meeting. 
Customers invite fresh interior designers to their site and 
press them for answers to every question, which is unethical 
before the �nalization of fee and awarding project.



nobody gives projects just because you 
graduated in interior designing. Execution 
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important in addition to designing. One 
of my internees from Indus Valley, 
Karachi, got a job in Middle East after 
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interviews previously because he lacked 
knowledge about the materials used in 
designing. 3D and computer generated 
images has solved the problem because 
now you can conceive and show customers 
how it will look like at the end. However 
interior designing with 3D images is an 
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To become a good interior designer one 
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institutes & universities give bookish 
knowledge to students and do not train 
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“Excitement of a project is one thing but 
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design industry looks promising. Many 
nations are now fully design-conscious 
and this is a situation that can only 
continue. In Pakistan we can see a trend 
for good design outlets, restaurant, 
cinemas etc.

Now business concerns in Pakistan are 
following the trends which we see in 
Dubai and other developed countries. 
New trend of business outlet’s interior in 
shopping malls are visible. Dolmen Mall 
Karachi, �e Centaurus Islamabad and 
the Mall of Lahore are a few examples. 
Commercial banks, Telco o�ces, 
cinemas are all done by professional 
interior designers and architects.

�ere is a common misconception that 
all architects are good interior designers. 
�e knowledge of materials and aesthetic 
sense counts a lot in interior designing. 
Architects are technically very strong and 
interior designers normally assist them in 
commercial projects in developed 
countries like Malaysia, Japan, and 
Dubai.

MARIA: Do a lot of people hire 
professional interior designer services 
these days or only the privileged do?

KAZIM: Now there is a trend of 
designer houses in Karachi, Lahore and 
Islamabad, where customers want 
turnkey solution from purchase of land, 
construction, and interior design to 
furniture, accessories and land scaping. 
Mostly clients living abroad want such 
type of packages in Pakistan.

�e interior design services are 
considered �t for privileged class but 
when a person spends even for small 
house, it should be spent properly. Just 
like if you take medicine on your own 
without consulting a doctor, it may 
damage your health.

For commercial as well as residential 
projects, people spend unnecessary but 
do not consult a professional interior 
designer. �ey avoid interior designer’s 
fee and spend on unnecessary items like 
heavy wood work, wrong �ooring, false 
ceiling, wall �nishes, wrong selection of 
light �xtures, furniture, drapes etc.
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has also entered multiple bilateral and 
plurilateral trading arrangements with the 
objective integrating its economy with the 
region. �e consequent example being; the 
South Asia free trade agreement having 
eight members state, the Pak China free 
trade agreement and the Pakistan 
Malaysia comprehensive economic 
partnership agreement. 

Minister of State for Information 
Technology and telecommunication 
Anusha Rehman said the government is 
o�ering special incentives for production 
of mobiles in the country. We are already 
engaged with the China mobile for 
production of local mobiles through 
public private partnership. �e Minister of 
state said land has also been acquired for 
establishment of technology parks in 
Islamabad, Lahore and Karachi. 

Meanwhile, Orient and Saba power plants 
Chief Executive O�cer Nadeem Baber 
said privatisation was the only solution to 
problems plaguing the power sector. 
“Addition of electricity without 
controlling the leaking bucket of 
distribution companies will not help.”

In his presentation, Baber said fuel-supply 
constraints were hampering future 
investment as gas was provided to 
Independent Power Plants for only 24% 
of the time last year. He said imported 
coal logistics were also uncertain. 
Renewable sources like solar and wind 
help but do not serve base-load. Baber 
added that transmission lines need major 
additions, ports and railways need large 
investments to support new-coal �red 
power plants being planned and LNG 
terminals are needed for gas import. He 
said the sector’s �nancial health was 
another main concern.

He said high losses that erupt due to the 
gap in payables and receivables require 
signi�cant and long-term budgetary 
allocations. He further said privatization 
and deregulation were also lacking �rm 
timelines. “Unless more gas is provided to 
the power sector, an extra Rs100 billion 
per year is being added to the cost of 
power.”

Other investors present complained about 
the government’s tax policies that were 
hurting electricity generation through 
renewable resources. �ey demanded that 
the government withdraw Customs duties 
on import of solar panels and renewable 
batteries.

s many as 450 foreign and 
local investors had 
participated in a two-day 
International Investment 
Conference titled “Invest 

Pakistan”on October 27-28, which was 
organized by the Board of Investment 
(BoI) with the objective of highlighting 
the available opportunities for investment 
in various sectors of the country's 
economy. 

Pakistan has held four international 
conferences on trade and investment in 
the past one year. One conference was 
held in Dubai and the other in UK. Joint 
conferences on trade and investment were 
held in Pakistan with Korean and Bahrain 
business associations and bodies, but this 
was the �rst conference having its focus 
on investment. 

Pakistan has sought $20 billion in an 
attempt to add 17,000 megawatts (MW) 
to the national grid amid investors’ 
apprehension over payment structure and 
lack of infrastructural support that they 
say would undermine any future 
investment in the power sector.

Talking to 
m e d i a 
persons after 
inaugurating 
the International 
Investment Conference 
here, the prime 
minister said the 
success of the 
country’s euro 
bonds that fetched 
around $2 billion. He 
said the rupee had 
gained strength against 
the dollar and there was 
no scandal regarding the 
government’s performance. 
Earlier, Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif said that there 

were opportunities for investors in 
Pakistan and termed the country a place 
for long-term investments. 

�e premier said there were numerous 
power projects in the pipeline which he 
hoped would soon overcome demand. 
“We plan on privatizing the power 
distribution network which will make 
investment in the power sector appear 
very attractive,” he said. 

�e he admitted that Pakistan had been 
slow in adapting to the fast changing 
global economic developments and said it 
was not catching up rapidly. He said the 
government was fully resolved to improve 
the lot of Pakistanis through massive 
capital infusion. “We o�er prospects of 
co-production, joint ventures with local 
partners and joint marketing 
arrangements. �e taxation regime is one 
of the lowest in the region and its 
collection is undertaken through very well 
oiled dedicated large taxpayers units.”

Prime Minister Nawaz said a 
multiplicity of tax 
concessions were 

a v a i l a b l e 
along 
with 

provisions of tax 
exemptions to speci�c 

businesses. “We also 
provide exclusive 

economic zones and 
infrastructure subsidies as well as 

research and development support,” he 
told the investors.

�e government projected that by 2020 
total electricity demand would be 34,000 
megawatts.

“�e challenge is to add another 
17,000MW to the national grid that 
requires $20 billion in investment”, said 
Younus Dagha, Secretary In-charge 
Ministry of Water and Power while 
addressing the gathering of investors.  He 
said the country was currently facing a 
shortfall of 5,000MW.

�e government is seeking new 
investment in coal and hydro power 
plants, as it opens hydel generation and 
transmission lines for the private sector 
for the �rst time. Board of Investment 
(BoI) Chairman Miftah Ismail gave a 
presentation, highlighting investment 
opportunities in coal and mines sector.

�e �gure of 34,000MW has been 
worked on the basis of an 8% annual 
increase in demand, said Minister for 

Water and Power 

KhawajaAsif.However, the 
government’s model seems faulty 
as electricity demand is worked 

out on the basis of annual 
economic growth.

�e minister admitted that the 
government has so far failed to address 

sector-speci�c issues, particularly the 
high ratio of line losses due to theft. He 
said wastage of electricity remained 
another unaddressed issue due to weak 
governance.

Asif said in order to address the security 
challenge, the armed forces have destroyed 
the terrorist hideouts and infrastructure 
during the ongoing operation 
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A Zarb-e-Azb, which would greatly address 
investors’ concerns.  Despite the short- 
and medium-term challenges, the country 
o�ers best investment opportunities, said 
Dr Musadaq Malik, Special Assistant to 
the Prime Minister. He said no country in 
the world o�ers a guaranteed 17 to 20% 
rate of return on investment, legal 
protection of investment and full 
repatriation of pro�ts.

“If you do not want to invest in Pakistan’s 
energy sector, you better take the next 
�ight and go to Las Vegas,” said Malik, 
referring to the high payout gamblers get 
in the US city.

Addressing the conference, Finance 
Minister Senator Ishaq Dar said that no 
obstacle or hurdle in investment would be 
tolerated and no one will be allowed to 
play negatively with the economy and the 
bright destiny of our country. Pakistan’s 
constitution, laws and governance 

As many as 450 foreign and local investors had participated in 
two-day International Investment Conference on October 27-28, 

which was organized by the Board of Investment (BoI). The business 
delegatories and investors from China, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, 

Australia, Russia and other countries participated in two-day 
wonderful gathering of local and foreign investors. 

structure protect foreign investment, he 
added.

Referring to the investment opportunities, 
Senator Ishaq Dar said there is potential 
for making foreign direct investment in 
power, LNG, gas, infrastructure 
development and petro chemicals sectors. 
In addition, textile sector would attract 
local investment in the country owing to 
GSP Plus status given by European 
Union at the beginning of this year. 
Finally, other sectors in manufacturing 
like electrical machinery, electronics, 
transport equipment (automobiles), 
rubber and rubber products, metal 
products and leather and leather products 
have potential to attract foreign 
investment into the country.

“We are now moving to disinvest 
OGDCL shares worth around $800 
million while work on issuance of 
International Sukkuk for $1 billion is also 
underway”, remarked the Finance 
Minister.

Minister of State for Privatisation 

Muhmmad Zubair said that the 
government would generate 4 billion 
dollars through privatisation process 
during ongoing �nancial year 2014-2015, 
as the government planned to privatise 
more than a dozen public sector entities 
this year.

“�e government does not want to 
generate money only from privatizing the 
public sector entities but it also wants to 
improve the services of these entities with 
public-private partnership mode”, the 
state minister said while addressing the 
second day of the International 
Investment Conference. �e amount to be 
generated through privatization process 
could enhance to four and a half billion 
dollars if country’s situation remains 
stable, he added.

By resolving two issues of militancy and 
power crisis, the country could save four 
percent of the GDP every year, he 

remarked. In his presentation to the 
foreign investors, the state minister said 
that government has huge privatization 
plan wherein foreign investors could 
invest. �e government would privatise 
OGDCL by next month (November), 
Allied Bank Limited in December, Habib 
Bank Limited in March next year, and 
LESCO, IESCO and FESCO in June 
next year, he added.

Muhmmad Zubair further informed that 
privatization of Pakistan International 
Airlines and Pakistan Steel Mills would 
be made in October next year. �e 
country’s situation is neither as bad as 
presented by private news channels nor as 
rosy as showed by Karachi Stock 
Exchange, he briefed the foreign investors.

Addressing the conference, Commerce 
Minister Khurram Dastgir Khan said 
Pakistan’s inclusion in the GSP Plus 
scheme has provided the much required 
impetus for both local and foreign 
investors to take advantage of this 
signi�cantly pro�table opportunity. 
Besides this, like other countries Pakistan 
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has also entered multiple bilateral and 
plurilateral trading arrangements with the 
objective integrating its economy with the 
region. �e consequent example being; the 
South Asia free trade agreement having 
eight members state, the Pak China free 
trade agreement and the Pakistan 
Malaysia comprehensive economic 
partnership agreement. 

Minister of State for Information 
Technology and telecommunication 
Anusha Rehman said the government is 
o�ering special incentives for production 
of mobiles in the country. We are already 
engaged with the China mobile for 
production of local mobiles through 
public private partnership. �e Minister of 
state said land has also been acquired for 
establishment of technology parks in 
Islamabad, Lahore and Karachi. 

Meanwhile, Orient and Saba power plants 
Chief Executive O�cer Nadeem Baber 
said privatisation was the only solution to 
problems plaguing the power sector. 
“Addition of electricity without 
controlling the leaking bucket of 
distribution companies will not help.”

In his presentation, Baber said fuel-supply 
constraints were hampering future 
investment as gas was provided to 
Independent Power Plants for only 24% 
of the time last year. He said imported 
coal logistics were also uncertain. 
Renewable sources like solar and wind 
help but do not serve base-load. Baber 
added that transmission lines need major 
additions, ports and railways need large 
investments to support new-coal �red 
power plants being planned and LNG 
terminals are needed for gas import. He 
said the sector’s �nancial health was 
another main concern.

He said high losses that erupt due to the 
gap in payables and receivables require 
signi�cant and long-term budgetary 
allocations. He further said privatization 
and deregulation were also lacking �rm 
timelines. “Unless more gas is provided to 
the power sector, an extra Rs100 billion 
per year is being added to the cost of 
power.”

Other investors present complained about 
the government’s tax policies that were 
hurting electricity generation through 
renewable resources. �ey demanded that 
the government withdraw Customs duties 
on import of solar panels and renewable 
batteries.

s many as 450 foreign and 
local investors had 
participated in a two-day 
International Investment 
Conference titled “Invest 

Pakistan”on October 27-28, which was 
organized by the Board of Investment 
(BoI) with the objective of highlighting 
the available opportunities for investment 
in various sectors of the country's 
economy. 

Pakistan has held four international 
conferences on trade and investment in 
the past one year. One conference was 
held in Dubai and the other in UK. Joint 
conferences on trade and investment were 
held in Pakistan with Korean and Bahrain 
business associations and bodies, but this 
was the �rst conference having its focus 
on investment. 

Pakistan has sought $20 billion in an 
attempt to add 17,000 megawatts (MW) 
to the national grid amid investors’ 
apprehension over payment structure and 
lack of infrastructural support that they 
say would undermine any future 
investment in the power sector.

Talking to 
m e d i a 
persons after 
inaugurating 
the International 
Investment Conference 
here, the prime 
minister said the 
success of the 
country’s euro 
bonds that fetched 
around $2 billion. He 
said the rupee had 
gained strength against 
the dollar and there was 
no scandal regarding the 
government’s performance. 
Earlier, Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif said that there 

were opportunities for investors in 
Pakistan and termed the country a place 
for long-term investments. 

�e premier said there were numerous 
power projects in the pipeline which he 
hoped would soon overcome demand. 
“We plan on privatizing the power 
distribution network which will make 
investment in the power sector appear 
very attractive,” he said. 

�e he admitted that Pakistan had been 
slow in adapting to the fast changing 
global economic developments and said it 
was not catching up rapidly. He said the 
government was fully resolved to improve 
the lot of Pakistanis through massive 
capital infusion. “We o�er prospects of 
co-production, joint ventures with local 
partners and joint marketing 
arrangements. �e taxation regime is one 
of the lowest in the region and its 
collection is undertaken through very well 
oiled dedicated large taxpayers units.”

Prime Minister Nawaz said a 
multiplicity of tax 
concessions were 

a v a i l a b l e 
along 
with 

provisions of tax 
exemptions to speci�c 

businesses. “We also 
provide exclusive 

economic zones and 
infrastructure subsidies as well as 

research and development support,” he 
told the investors.

�e government projected that by 2020 
total electricity demand would be 34,000 
megawatts.

“�e challenge is to add another 
17,000MW to the national grid that 
requires $20 billion in investment”, said 
Younus Dagha, Secretary In-charge 
Ministry of Water and Power while 
addressing the gathering of investors.  He 
said the country was currently facing a 
shortfall of 5,000MW.

�e government is seeking new 
investment in coal and hydro power 
plants, as it opens hydel generation and 
transmission lines for the private sector 
for the �rst time. Board of Investment 
(BoI) Chairman Miftah Ismail gave a 
presentation, highlighting investment 
opportunities in coal and mines sector.

�e �gure of 34,000MW has been 
worked on the basis of an 8% annual 
increase in demand, said Minister for 

Water and Power 

KhawajaAsif.However, the 
government’s model seems faulty 
as electricity demand is worked 

out on the basis of annual 
economic growth.

�e minister admitted that the 
government has so far failed to address 

sector-speci�c issues, particularly the 
high ratio of line losses due to theft. He 
said wastage of electricity remained 
another unaddressed issue due to weak 
governance.

Asif said in order to address the security 
challenge, the armed forces have destroyed 
the terrorist hideouts and infrastructure 
during the ongoing operation 
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Zarb-e-Azb, which would greatly address 
investors’ concerns.  Despite the short- 
and medium-term challenges, the country 
o�ers best investment opportunities, said 
Dr Musadaq Malik, Special Assistant to 
the Prime Minister. He said no country in 
the world o�ers a guaranteed 17 to 20% 
rate of return on investment, legal 
protection of investment and full 
repatriation of pro�ts.

“If you do not want to invest in Pakistan’s 
energy sector, you better take the next 
�ight and go to Las Vegas,” said Malik, 
referring to the high payout gamblers get 
in the US city.

Addressing the conference, Finance 
Minister Senator Ishaq Dar said that no 
obstacle or hurdle in investment would be 
tolerated and no one will be allowed to 
play negatively with the economy and the 
bright destiny of our country. Pakistan’s 
constitution, laws and governance 

structure protect foreign investment, he 
added.

Referring to the investment opportunities, 
Senator Ishaq Dar said there is potential 
for making foreign direct investment in 
power, LNG, gas, infrastructure 
development and petro chemicals sectors. 
In addition, textile sector would attract 
local investment in the country owing to 
GSP Plus status given by European 
Union at the beginning of this year. 
Finally, other sectors in manufacturing 
like electrical machinery, electronics, 
transport equipment (automobiles), 
rubber and rubber products, metal 
products and leather and leather products 
have potential to attract foreign 
investment into the country.

“We are now moving to disinvest 
OGDCL shares worth around $800 
million while work on issuance of 
International Sukkuk for $1 billion is also 
underway”, remarked the Finance 
Minister.

Minister of State for Privatisation 

Muhmmad Zubair said that the 
government would generate 4 billion 
dollars through privatisation process 
during ongoing �nancial year 2014-2015, 
as the government planned to privatise 
more than a dozen public sector entities 
this year.

“�e government does not want to 
generate money only from privatizing the 
public sector entities but it also wants to 
improve the services of these entities with 
public-private partnership mode”, the 
state minister said while addressing the 
second day of the International 
Investment Conference. �e amount to be 
generated through privatization process 
could enhance to four and a half billion 
dollars if country’s situation remains 
stable, he added.

By resolving two issues of militancy and 
power crisis, the country could save four 
percent of the GDP every year, he 

remarked. In his presentation to the 
foreign investors, the state minister said 
that government has huge privatization 
plan wherein foreign investors could 
invest. �e government would privatise 
OGDCL by next month (November), 
Allied Bank Limited in December, Habib 
Bank Limited in March next year, and 
LESCO, IESCO and FESCO in June 
next year, he added.

Muhmmad Zubair further informed that 
privatization of Pakistan International 
Airlines and Pakistan Steel Mills would 
be made in October next year. �e 
country’s situation is neither as bad as 
presented by private news channels nor as 
rosy as showed by Karachi Stock 
Exchange, he briefed the foreign investors.

Addressing the conference, Commerce 
Minister Khurram Dastgir Khan said 
Pakistan’s inclusion in the GSP Plus 
scheme has provided the much required 
impetus for both local and foreign 
investors to take advantage of this 
signi�cantly pro�table opportunity. 
Besides this, like other countries Pakistan 



educated people and understand each 
other well and lead a happy life”, she 
observed.

When asked what did she go through 
before approaching the court for 
dissolution of marriage, a woman hailing 
from Islamabad and claiming to be from 
elite class and wishing not to be named, 
said that she was abused mentally and 
physically by her husband. “I was married 
in 2002 and �led Khula in 2005, 
particularly beacuse my husband started 
abusing my daughter also”, she added. My 
ex-husband did not provide for me during 
the course of three years though being a 
wealthy man, he could a�ord it, she added

Suppose, the husband and wife can’t live 
together due to some illness, or one of the 
two is a homosexual and has just �gured it 
out, or because there is violence in the 
relationship. Under those circumstances 
what would you do? Part ways, right? 
Wrong.

�e whole the society will make sure that 
it’s the most di�cult thing you ever do in 
your life. Separation and divorce are hard 
on anyone; the psychological, emotional 
and �nancial setbacks are enough to tear a 
soul to tatters, along with the sense of 
failure, guilt and regret over what could 
have been done to keep the marriage 
going. Even when it’s clear that 
everything that could have been done was 
done, it’s hard, very hard to make little 
kids understand why they have a di�erent 
home and lifestyle and sometimes even a 
di�erent school. It rips your heart apart 
seeing your children going through 
emotional and psychological turmoil.

�e divorced Pakistani woman, after years 
of being chained; is now free…

…only to be whipped for the rest of her 
years.

No matter how you slice it, divorce is 
expensive and time-consuming. �e most 
important variable is how well you and 
your spouse are able to put aside your 
anger and grief and cooperate on the big 
issues of money and children. �e better 
you are at working together to make 
decisions for your changing family 
structure, the better it is for your bank 
account and for your chances of emerging 
from the divorce with a decent 
relationship with your ex.
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arriage is a funny institution. 
It begins with much fanfare, 
be it a product of love or 
arranged by family. Some 

consider early marital life to be the most 
ful�lling. But many couples experience 
negative changes after they start living 
together and become used to each other’s 
habits. Arguments and �ghts become the 
order of the day and the husband and wife 
become intolerable to each other and they 
opt for divorce. �e fanfare with which it 
began meets a silent end.

Divorce is a failed challenge, which leads 
to a broken life. It is a socially 
transmittable disease that can transfer 
from one generation to another, and it is 
spreading fast.

Stresses arising from low income, 
deteriorating family values coupled with 
some other factors are leading to the 
perturbing number of breakup of families 
in the country.

Although, marriage starts with a happy 
note, but unfortunately, marriages are not 
being that successful anymore. In an 
alarming number of cases, joy of the 
newly-wed couples is proving short-lived, 
which suggests a piled up data of divorce 
cases in Islamabad.

According to the o�ce record of the 
Chairman Arbitration Council (Saalsi 
Counil) Islamabad Urban, which deals 
only with the urban sector of the capital, 
in the year 2013 alone, 450 women opted 

for marriage dissolution on the basis of 
‘Khula’ while another 213 were divorced 
by their husbands, making it 663. �e 
situation in the year 2014 is not di�erent 
as in the �rst nine months, 250 women 
got marriage dissolution certi�cates issued 
on the basis of ‘Khula’ while 180 male 
partners opted to break the family. �ough 
the o�cials were unable to give �gure of 
how many people are getting married 
every year in Islamabad, but they told this 
scribe that the o�ce is receiving 6-7 cases 
of love-marriage registration daily.

To take an idea of the scale on which 
separations are taking place in Islamabad, 
one has to look at the pendency of ‘Khula’ 
cases in the Islamabad family courts. In 
only one family court of Islamabad 

M
(Family Court West), 1150 cases 
pertaining to family disputes and 
subsequent dissolution of marriage on the 
basis of ‘Khula’ are pending while on 
average, 60 women are approaching this 
court each month for dissolution of 
marriage on the basis of ‘Khula’, the 
o�cials said. At least four courts in 
Islamabad are hearing family cases and on 
the basis of this, one can say that number 
of family cases pending in the Islamabad 
courts only are in thousands and what to 
talk about the rest of the country. It is 
pertinent to mention here that decree in a 
‘Khula’ case means �ling of some new 

cases pertaining to dowry articles, 
guardianship of children and maintenance 
charges.

In past, the word ‘divorce’ was considered 
as a stigma. With an extraordinary 
tendency among women for demand of 
their rights, the digit is increasing year by 
year. A survey reveals that �nancial 
hardship is a major cause of broken family 
ties. However, there are few exceptions to 
the pattern connecting low income with 
the breakup of families. In some cases, 
forced marriages, in�delity, physical 
violence, clash with in-laws, 
misunderstandings and lack of trust were 
the major factors behind deteriorating 
family fabric.

When asked to comment on the situation, 
Jamila Aslam, Advocate Supreme Court 
and former Judge Lahore High Court 
who has specialized in family cases, 
revealed some ‘hidden’ factors which 
contribute to divorce. To the astonishment 
of everyone, Jamila Aslam said 
homosexuality and in�delity on part of 
women at a later stage of marriage are also 
contributing to breakup of families. “I was 
shocked when few of my clients con�ded 
in me that their husbands were more 
interested in males. �ey spent money on 
their ‘boy friends’ and have nothing to 
provide us”, Jamila quoted his few clients 
as having told her when they wanted to 
�le ‘Khula’ cases. However, she said that 
these matters are not discussed in the 
courts due to social barriers.

�e more interesting factor was the love 
a�airs of women at a later stage of their 
marriage. “Some women, also having 
children, approached me for �ling ‘Khula’ 
cases and they told me privately that they 
were no more interested in their spouse, 
instead they had an a�air with some boy 
of quite younger age”, Jamila said. 
However, she added, these clients cite 
other causes before the family members 
for �ling ‘Khula’ cases.

She was of the view that �nancial 
problems are contributing more than any 
other factor to the breakup of families. 
“With the passage of time, the women are 

Stigma or Vogue
Islamabad Divorce Club on rise

Divorce is a failed challenge, which leads to a broken life. 
It is a socially transmittable disease that can transfer 

from one generation to another, and it is spreading fast.

THE DIVORCE! now demanding more rights such as 
separate accommodation which ultimately 
triggers tension between the partners and 
a subsequent breakup”, she said.  She 
termed physical violence as another factor 
leading to the situation. “You will be 
shocked at the mount of violence against 
women”, she lamented, adding second 
marriage is also a factor to dissolution. She 
observed that working women who are 
�nancially strong and less dependent on 
their husbands are less willing to save their 
marriages.

Jamila Aslam, however, said that with the 
passage of time, in-laws’ interference in 
couples’ a�airs are diminishing. She also 
did not agree with the notion that love 
marriages are of fragile nature. “�ey are 



educated people and understand each 
other well and lead a happy life”, she 
observed.

When asked what did she go through 
before approaching the court for 
dissolution of marriage, a woman hailing 
from Islamabad and claiming to be from 
elite class and wishing not to be named, 
said that she was abused mentally and 
physically by her husband. “I was married 
in 2002 and �led Khula in 2005, 
particularly beacuse my husband started 
abusing my daughter also”, she added. My 
ex-husband did not provide for me during 
the course of three years though being a 
wealthy man, he could a�ord it, she added

Suppose, the husband and wife can’t live 
together due to some illness, or one of the 
two is a homosexual and has just �gured it 
out, or because there is violence in the 
relationship. Under those circumstances 
what would you do? Part ways, right? 
Wrong.

�e whole the society will make sure that 
it’s the most di�cult thing you ever do in 
your life. Separation and divorce are hard 
on anyone; the psychological, emotional 
and �nancial setbacks are enough to tear a 
soul to tatters, along with the sense of 
failure, guilt and regret over what could 
have been done to keep the marriage 
going. Even when it’s clear that 
everything that could have been done was 
done, it’s hard, very hard to make little 
kids understand why they have a di�erent 
home and lifestyle and sometimes even a 
di�erent school. It rips your heart apart 
seeing your children going through 
emotional and psychological turmoil.

�e divorced Pakistani woman, after years 
of being chained; is now free…

…only to be whipped for the rest of her 
years.

No matter how you slice it, divorce is 
expensive and time-consuming. �e most 
important variable is how well you and 
your spouse are able to put aside your 
anger and grief and cooperate on the big 
issues of money and children. �e better 
you are at working together to make 
decisions for your changing family 
structure, the better it is for your bank 
account and for your chances of emerging 
from the divorce with a decent 
relationship with your ex.
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arriage is a funny institution. 
It begins with much fanfare, 
be it a product of love or 
arranged by family. Some 

consider early marital life to be the most 
ful�lling. But many couples experience 
negative changes after they start living 
together and become used to each other’s 
habits. Arguments and �ghts become the 
order of the day and the husband and wife 
become intolerable to each other and they 
opt for divorce. �e fanfare with which it 
began meets a silent end.

Divorce is a failed challenge, which leads 
to a broken life. It is a socially 
transmittable disease that can transfer 
from one generation to another, and it is 
spreading fast.

Stresses arising from low income, 
deteriorating family values coupled with 
some other factors are leading to the 
perturbing number of breakup of families 
in the country.

Although, marriage starts with a happy 
note, but unfortunately, marriages are not 
being that successful anymore. In an 
alarming number of cases, joy of the 
newly-wed couples is proving short-lived, 
which suggests a piled up data of divorce 
cases in Islamabad.

According to the o�ce record of the 
Chairman Arbitration Council (Saalsi 
Counil) Islamabad Urban, which deals 
only with the urban sector of the capital, 
in the year 2013 alone, 450 women opted 

for marriage dissolution on the basis of 
‘Khula’ while another 213 were divorced 
by their husbands, making it 663. �e 
situation in the year 2014 is not di�erent 
as in the �rst nine months, 250 women 
got marriage dissolution certi�cates issued 
on the basis of ‘Khula’ while 180 male 
partners opted to break the family. �ough 
the o�cials were unable to give �gure of 
how many people are getting married 
every year in Islamabad, but they told this 
scribe that the o�ce is receiving 6-7 cases 
of love-marriage registration daily.

To take an idea of the scale on which 
separations are taking place in Islamabad, 
one has to look at the pendency of ‘Khula’ 
cases in the Islamabad family courts. In 
only one family court of Islamabad 
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(Family Court West), 1150 cases 
pertaining to family disputes and 
subsequent dissolution of marriage on the 
basis of ‘Khula’ are pending while on 
average, 60 women are approaching this 
court each month for dissolution of 
marriage on the basis of ‘Khula’, the 
o�cials said. At least four courts in 
Islamabad are hearing family cases and on 
the basis of this, one can say that number 
of family cases pending in the Islamabad 
courts only are in thousands and what to 
talk about the rest of the country. It is 
pertinent to mention here that decree in a 
‘Khula’ case means �ling of some new 

cases pertaining to dowry articles, 
guardianship of children and maintenance 
charges.

In past, the word ‘divorce’ was considered 
as a stigma. With an extraordinary 
tendency among women for demand of 
their rights, the digit is increasing year by 
year. A survey reveals that �nancial 
hardship is a major cause of broken family 
ties. However, there are few exceptions to 
the pattern connecting low income with 
the breakup of families. In some cases, 
forced marriages, in�delity, physical 
violence, clash with in-laws, 
misunderstandings and lack of trust were 
the major factors behind deteriorating 
family fabric.

When asked to comment on the situation, 
Jamila Aslam, Advocate Supreme Court 
and former Judge Lahore High Court 
who has specialized in family cases, 
revealed some ‘hidden’ factors which 
contribute to divorce. To the astonishment 
of everyone, Jamila Aslam said 
homosexuality and in�delity on part of 
women at a later stage of marriage are also 
contributing to breakup of families. “I was 
shocked when few of my clients con�ded 
in me that their husbands were more 
interested in males. �ey spent money on 
their ‘boy friends’ and have nothing to 
provide us”, Jamila quoted his few clients 
as having told her when they wanted to 
�le ‘Khula’ cases. However, she said that 
these matters are not discussed in the 
courts due to social barriers.

�e more interesting factor was the love 
a�airs of women at a later stage of their 
marriage. “Some women, also having 
children, approached me for �ling ‘Khula’ 
cases and they told me privately that they 
were no more interested in their spouse, 
instead they had an a�air with some boy 
of quite younger age”, Jamila said. 
However, she added, these clients cite 
other causes before the family members 
for �ling ‘Khula’ cases.

She was of the view that �nancial 
problems are contributing more than any 
other factor to the breakup of families. 
“With the passage of time, the women are 

Revelation about some ‘hidden’ factors 
which contribute to divorce besides some 
others. Homosexuality and infidelity at a 

later stage of marriage are also 
contributing to breakup of families.

now demanding more rights such as 
separate accommodation which ultimately 
triggers tension between the partners and 
a subsequent breakup”, she said.  She 
termed physical violence as another factor 
leading to the situation. “You will be 
shocked at the mount of violence against 
women”, she lamented, adding second 
marriage is also a factor to dissolution. She 
observed that working women who are 
�nancially strong and less dependent on 
their husbands are less willing to save their 
marriages.

Jamila Aslam, however, said that with the 
passage of time, in-laws’ interference in 
couples’ a�airs are diminishing. She also 
did not agree with the notion that love 
marriages are of fragile nature. “�ey are 



to deliver. Let them perform during the 
constitutional tenure and then it’s for 
the public to decide whether to elect 
the same faces again in next general 
elections or opt for change.

PML-N or PTI in future?

Absolutely PML-N.

Which political leader who inspires you; 
Imran Khan, Nawaz Sharif 
orBilawalBhutto and why?

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif inspires 
me, being a true and committed leader 
in the country. Imran Khan is 
immature and has indulged himself in 
the politics of false allegations. He 
needs to learn how the state machinery 
works. He was a good cricketer and a 
philanthropist but couldn’t prove 
himself as a good politician during his 
struggle of 18 years. Bilawal is too 
young and needs to see politics with a 
broader vision.

What measures could be taken to in�ate 
country’s economy?

Pakistan is enriched with natural 
resources and there is a strong need to 
explore and utilize all inborn assets 
including coal, gas, gold and others; 
encourage the expansion of tax net and 
Foreign Direct Investments (FDIs) in 
the country. �ere is also a need to 
strengthen economic and bilateral 
relations with the neighboring 
countries particularly ‘China’.
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INTERVIEW

having ice cream with my son. 

What is your favorite restaurant/food 
place where you often go to?

‘Andaaz’ located in Food Junction of 
historical wall city of Lahore always 
fascinates me with marvelous 
eye-catching view of the historical 
Badshahi Mosque, illumination, 
classical music and mouthwateringdesi 
food.

Do you have a favorite quote or saying? 

"�ere is only one success- to be able to 
live your life in your own way" 

What are your plans for the future life?

EA:  At what age did you decide to become 
a fashion designer? 

Hina: I believe age doesn’t matter for 
achieving your goals. However the best 
time to prove yourself is when you are 
young. �e fashion industry remains 
my passion since my earlier days of 
youth. �e out�ts, which I wore were 
oftenself-designed and an inspiration 
for others. So after completing my 
MBA from LUMS, I joined the fashion 
industry with this astonishing brand.

What actually fashion designing is?

Fashion designing is setting new trends 
of fashion with di�erent color schemes 

and designing out�ts, but the major 
part for reaching the heights of success 
can be played by your creative, 
imaginary and visionary skills to 
conceive the real beauty,which turns up 
in the �nal 3D form. 

What is the favorite out�t you have worn 
or designed for some special moment? 

�e out�t which I wore on my 
engagement -a full length long trail 
gown with crystal work.  

What do you like to do in your free time? 

I love to go to spa, roaming around the 
city, watching good movies and �nally 
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�e gorgeous legislator from Punjab 
Assembly ‘Hina Pervaiz Butt’, 

additionally a fashion designer, owns 
a superb brand ‘TEENA’ in Lahore. 

After completion of MBA from 
LUMS, Hina joined the fashion 
industry and is now managing a 

range of scintillating fashion 
lines.She’s the actual developer to 

look at within the style business and 
will remain a source of inspiration 

for all young designers who want to 
make a career on their own.

Young Hina, with a passion for 
fashion is a fresh addition to this 

glamorous industry. With 
uniqueness and youthful designs, she 
has gained success in a short period of 
time and will be achieving heights in 

the years to come.

Hina Pervaiz Butt
An exclusive interview with

I am getting married in 2015 and 
planning to continue with my passion.

How did you �rst get interested in 
politics?

�e injustice, gender discrimination, 
violence and other issues for women in 
this male dominant society encouraged 
me to raise voice for the rights of 
women. �e house of legislators, either 
Federal or Provincial is the superlative 
institution to broadcast issues to the 
concerned authorities. So I decided to 
become a voice of all those who have 
been neglectedin this male dominant 
society and �nally today I am. As a 
legislator, nowadays work on the 
legislation for home-based lady 
workers is under way, which once 
approved will help them to be 
empowered economically. 

What if any, is the unique role of women 
in politics?

Gender equality is the key of success 
for any developed country. So I believe 
that women can play same, perhaps 
more active role compared to a man in 
policy matters for prosperity and 
development of a country either 
socially, politically or economically. 

How do you see the current political 
scenario in Pakistan?

�e ‘dharna’ politics is hampering the 
country’s economy. �e elected 
government should be given a chance 
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How did you �rst get interested in 
politics?

�e injustice, gender discrimination, 
violence and other issues for women in 
this male dominant society encouraged 
me to raise voice for the rights of 
women. �e house of legislators, either 
Federal or Provincial is the superlative 
institution to broadcast issues to the 
concerned authorities. So I decided to 
become a voice of all those who have 
been neglectedin this male dominant 
society and �nally today I am. As a 
legislator, nowadays work on the 
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workers is under way, which once 
approved will help them to be 
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Gender equality is the key of success 
for any developed country. So I believe 
that women can play same, perhaps 
more active role compared to a man in 
policy matters for prosperity and 
development of a country either 
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scenario in Pakistan?
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EVENT

To celebrate the National Foundation and 
Armed Forces Day of the Republic of 
Korea, the Ambassador, Dr. Song 
Jong-hwan and his wife hosted a reception 
at their residence. It was attended by 
hundreds of guests from the civil and 
military sectors of society. �e guest of 
honour was Minister for Inter-provincial 
Coordination Riaz Hussain Pirzada.








