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articipating in the annual general conference of the world's 
nuclear watchdog, IAEA, Chairman of Pakistan Atomic Energy 
Commission (PAEC) informed the agency that this country 

needs to build more nuclear power plants to overcome its severe energy 
crisis. Pakistan, he said, possesses the experience, credentials, and potential 
to become a recipient as well as a supplier of nuclear technology for peaceful 
purposes. Arguing his case, he went on to aver that the �rst nuclear power 
plant, Kanupp, set up in 1972 has been operating safely for more than 40 
years, providing con�dence to the PAEC to pursue further the option of 
nuclear power plants. And that the performance of the Chashma power 
plant's two units had made policymakers realise that the cost of electricity 
produced by nuclear plants was lower than that from all other means except 
hydropower projects. 

True, based on its good safety record, Pakistan has a right to pursue nuclear 
energy for peaceful purposes. True also that nuclear energy is relatively 
cheap, and the country is in dire need of using every available source. But 
nuclear power plants are dangerous, too, because of potential accidents and 
other hazards having both short and long-term consequences for a�ected 
populations and the environment. Major accidents have happened even in 
some of the most technologically-advanced countries, such as the 1979 
�ree Mile Island mishap in the US. �e 1987 disaster at Chernobyl in 
Ukraine not only made the place inhabitable, radiation escaping from the 
badly-damaged plant spread to many parts of Europe. Japan is still 
struggling to cope with its 2011 Fukushima disaster triggered by a tsunami. 
�e number of smaller reported cases of accidents is close to 60. �e danger 
in Pakistan's case is quite high considering many of its regions are prone to 
earthquakes. Karachi, where Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif inaugurated a 
nuclear power project last December is vulnerable to earthquake-produced 
tsunamis. Heavy seasonal �oods pose yet another problem. Installing 
nuclear plants in these conditions is a risky business - all the more so given 
the existing levels of preparedness in dealing with disasters. 

�en there is the issue of safe disposal of radioactive waste. In the absence 
of transparency, careless dumping of such materials can be a serious 
problem. Even if properly buried, harmful radiation from nuclear waste 
stays in the soil for decades. It can �nd its way out through the food chain 
onto the tables of people living nearby or distant from dumping sites. 
Clearly, the dangers far outweigh the bene�ts of acquiring energy from this 
cheap source. �at is why the trend in many European countries is to give 
up nuclear plants and go for green technologies. Several European 
countries, such as Austria, Germany, Italy, and Spain are in the process of 
phasing out their nuclear power plants. It makes little sense for this country 
to adopt an unpopular course at a time it is still in the process of making 
choices. Pakistan's energy policy must assign preference to 
environmentally-friendly cleaner, renewable sources of energy.

An undesirable
option
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Democracy
in Hong Kong
What’s happening in Hong Kong is
Not What You �ink…

No one really knows what’s happening with Jiang Zemin right now. There are 
rumors he’s in detention, or is under house arrest, or in the hospital, or dead. 

But whatever may or may not be happening with Jiang, one thing is very clear: 
There’s a ba�le going on between Xi and Jiang, and Xi has the upper hand.



ecently, China’s rubber stamp 
National People’s Congress 
(NPC) delivered the 
deathblow to hopes for full 

democracy in Hong Kong. Despite 
promising universal su�rage by 2017, the 
NPC ruled that nominees for Hong 
Kong’s chief executive must be 
preapproved by the Communist 
Party.�at’s like telling a �ock of sheep 
they get to choose whether a wolf or a 
dingo watches over them.

But why now?
On Aug. 19, the Wall Street Journal 
reported that, “according to people 
familiar with the matter,” the NPC would 
announce a decision at the end of August 
regarding Hong Kong’s right to vote. So 
the exact date of the decision wasn’t set 
that much beforehand. It’s easy to say the 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) never 
planned to let Hong Kong vote without 
restrictions, but still, why was this 
announced now?

But what if this isn’t really about Hong 
Kong. What if this is really about rival 
factions within the CCP?

You can’t think of the Party as this single 
entity stopping at nothing to feed itself. 
�e Party is actually badly divided 
between rival factions. Current Chinese 
leader Xi Jinping has his greatest political 
opponent in former Chinese leader Jiang 
Zemin and his faction. �e hallmark of 
Xi’s quote-unquote presidency has been a 
quote-unquote anti-corruption campaign. 
It just so happens that most of the biggest 
players taken out by it have been a part of 
former Chinese leader Jiang Zemin’s 
faction.

For the past year, Xi has been taking out 
everyone close to Jiang Zemin. �e 
biggest tiger to take the fall so far has been 
former head honcho of China’s domestic 
security network, Zhou Yongkang. Epoch 
Times has reported that Zhou had even 
tried to assassinate Xi Jinping. Zhou was 
placed under o�cial investigation just last 
month.

So how is this connected to the NPC’s 
ruling on Hong Kong?

No one really knows what’s happening 
with Jiang Zemin right now. �ere are 
rumors he’s in detention, or is under house 
arrest, or in the hospital, or dead. But 
whatever may or may not be happening 
with Jiang, one thing is very clear: �ere’s 
a battle going on between Xi and Jiang, 
and Xi has the upper hand.

If I were in Jiang’s faction, I’d be worried. 
And desperate.

China is basically ruled by a scary council 

of seven old Chinese men known as the 
Politburo Standing Committee, and only 
three are still loyal to Jiang. �ey are Liu 
Yunshan, Zhang Gaoli, and Zhang 
Dejiang. Let’s forget about the other two 
and focus on Zhang Dejiang.

Zhang is the head of the NPC. So when 
the NPC rules against universal su�rage 
in Hong Kong, or releases a white paper 
saying Beijing can do whatever it wants 
there, that’s basically Zhang Dejiang 
saying that.

So let’s connect the dots. One month after 
fellow Jiang faction member Zhou 
Yongkang is taken out, Zhang Dejiang 
does something that is guaranteed to 
in�ame Hong Kong, right before the 
potentially massive Occupy Central 
protest.

Jiang’s faction wants trouble in Hong 
Kong. In fact, Zhang Dejiang was 
expecting it. According to Forbes, Zhang 
said Beijing expected “something might 
happen.”

And since people saw an envoy of 10 extra 
tanks rolling into Hong Kong right before 
the NPC announced they’d be taking 
away universal su�rage, I think its blood 
on the streets they want—another 
Tiananmen Square massacre.

Jiang Zemin got into power in the �rst 
place because of the massacre. If they can 
manufacture another one in Hong Kong, 
that would be a huge blow to Xi Jinping. 
Xi would become the face of whatever 
happens in Hong Kong. He would have to 
clean all that up, and that would make it 
harder for him to continue going after his 
political enemies.

And if Xi is destabilized enough, it could 
even be a chance for Jiang’s faction to 
regain power. Hong Kong is becoming a 
powder keg and this might have been an 
attempt to throw the match that would set 
it o�. And if the people of Hong Kong 
aren’t careful, they could be playing right 
into the hands of some pretty bad guys.

Hawks In�aming
�is decision by the NPC, may not have 
come from Xi. I just don’t think we’ve had 
a chance to see his true colors. He’s been 

holding his cards so close to his chest, 
they’re practically under his ribcage. After 
all, no one predicted that he was going to 
go all out against his enemies like this 
before he came to power. If they had, he 
would never have gotten power in the �rst 
place.

I’m not saying don’t protest the decision 
by the NPC. But I think it would be better 
to speci�cally target the guys really behind 
the decision: Jiang Zemin’s faction. And 
when Zhang Dejiang is inevitably purged 
and someone new is the head of the NPC, 
maybe things might be di�erent for Hong 
Kong.

Could it be Xi is letting this side of the 
Party overextend itself, so he can say, “You 
guys messed up big time.” �en Xi can 
easily take greater control of China’s 
military without having to do any of the 
kind of political purging he’s been doing 
with the domestic security forces. Xi is 
close to having the kind of power that no 
one has had in China since Deng 
Xiaoping or maybe even Mao. �ere’s 
already a growing personality cult around 
him.

And there’s potentially a fortune on the 
line. Jiang’s faction controlled China’s 
domestic security forces for almost a 
decade. In 2012 alone, the budget for 
China’s vast network of police, military 
police, and secret police was $124 billion, 
which is $10 billion more than the Army’s 
budget. If these guys were corrupt, which I 
think we can safely assume, a lot of that 
money was probably siphoned o� and 
stashed away. �at’s a lot of money to go 
around if Jiang’s faction falls.

So far in this power struggle, Xi Jinping 
has been winning left and right. But all 
that could unravel if Hong Kong turns 
into a warzone. So to anyone reading in 
Hong Kong—be careful! At the risk of 
sounding a little Lord of the Ringsy, there 
are sinister forces bent against you. But I 
don’t think you needed me to tell you that.

Chris Chappell

R
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n September 30, eBay 
EBAY -1.7% announced 
that it would spin o� its 
PayPalsubsidiary by next 

year, splitting its marketplace from its 
lucrative payments arm to better realize 
di�erent core businesses. While the 
separation puts an end to months of 
speculation and in-house �ghting, 
eBay’s decision to give in to Carl Icahn’s 
rabble-rousing begets more questions, 
namely, what should happen to the two 
companies after the split?

�at depends on who you ask. Current 
eBay CEO John Donahoe, who will not 
be head of either company following the 
spin-o�, said that he sees both as being 
successful, independent businesses.

“We’re not doing this to set either 
business up for sale,” he said in an 
interview with FORBES. 
“Post-separation, if you use current 
valuations, you’ll have two very 
signi�cant companies with market caps 
well above $30 billion each.”

Icahn begged to di�er. In a note on his 
website this morning, he emphasized 
consolidation, arguing that PayPal 
needed to acquire or merge with existing 
players in the payments space to realize 
its full potential. “�e sooner these 
consolidations take place, the better,” he 
wrote.

But what about eBay’s marketplace? 
After stripping out PayPal, what’s left of 

eBay is still worth between $30 billion 
to $40 billion and features the solid 
number two e-commerce player in the 
United States behind Amazon.com 
AMZN -1.32%. It doesn’t have the 
exact sheen of its payments counterpart, 
but according to some observers, it 
could be attractive to Alibaba, the 
Chinese internet giant whose $25 
billion initial public o�ering this month 
announced its arrival on the global 
stage.

“What Alibaba has said is that part of 
its long-term plan is to get into the 
Western markets,” said Gil Luria, an 
analyst at Wedbush Securities. “�ere 
would be no easy or better way to do 
that than by buying eBay’s marketplace 

business. �ey have similar business 
models in that they don’t carry any 
inventory.”

It’s a synergy that’s hard to overlook. 
Alibaba’s key subsidiaries in Tmall and 
Taobao are both marketplaces 
facilitating business-to-consumer and 
consumer-to-consumer relationships 
that allow for the transactions of goods 
much like eBay’s auction-based online 
marketplace. In terms of size, however, 
Alibaba far outstrips its American 
competitor. In the 12 months since the 
end of June, Alibaba’s gross merchandise 
volume, or the value of goods transacted 
across its sites, hit $296 billion. EBay’s 
gross merchandise volume in that same 
period was just over a quarter of that at 
$85 billion.

“It’s certainly a possibility,” said 
Morningstar MORN -1.06% analyst 
R.J. Hottovy of Alibaba sizing up eBay. 
“If the U.S. is the focus of their growth, 
it’s going to be hard to crack given its 
current brand recognition here.”

If something does transpire with 
Alibaba following eBay and PayPal’s 
split, it would certainly be poetic given 
the Chinese company’s history with the 
Silicon Valley e-commerce leader. In 
2005, Meg Whitman, then eBay’s CEO, 
attempted to acquire part of Alibaba’s 
business after failing to beat the 

Chinese �rm in its home country. After 
two years of battle, she �ew out Alibaba 
founder Jack Ma to her company’s San 
Jose headquarters to see what was 
possible.

In those meetings, Whitman asked for 
Taobao, which was launched by Alibaba 
in 2003 to combat eBay’s Chinese 
online auctioneer, EachNet. By the time 
Alibaba’s leader had come to visit, it was 
clear that Taobao dominated EachNet 
and realized Ma’s famous declaration: 
“eBay may be a shark in the ocean, but I 
am a crocodile in the Yangtze River. If 
we �ght in the ocean, we lose—but if we 
�ght in the river, we win.”

�ese days, it’s apparent that Ma’s 
Alibaba has won in China. And with 
cash and short-term investments  
totaling at more than an estimated $15 
billion after its IPO, it’s also clear that 
the crocodile is ready to �ght outside its 
river. �e question is whether it’s ready 
to swallow the shark.

Forrester analyst Kelland Willis isn’t too 
keen on the idea. She noted that 
Alibaba already owns Auctiva and 
Vendio, two American e-commerce 
software �rms that already give the 
Chinese retailer access to a large portion 
of eBay sellers. Willis also said that 
Alibaba’s greatest potential for growth 
lies within its own country where the 
country’s 298 million online buyers in 
2013 are expected to nearly double by 
2018.

“�ey should have their sights focused 
on China,” she said, noting that roughly 
30% of the nation’s people shop online. 
“It’s an under-penetrated market where 
growth raters are still very high.”

Luria agreed that Alibaba still has room 
to expand in China, but noted that 
domestic growth and foreign 
development were not mutually 
exclusive. With Alibaba dipping its toe 
in the U.S. market by launching local 
e-commerce site 11 Main and investing 
into half-a-dozen technology 
companies, the world’s largest 
e-commerce company by market cap is 
certainly looking ahead to what comes 
after China.

“Just like it’s hard to unseat Alibaba in 
China, it would be hard to unseat eBay 
and Amazon in the west,” said Luria. 
“�ere’s not really another path for 
Alibaba into the U.S. that wouldn’t be 
more costly and take considerably 
longer.”
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Could Alibaba Swallow eBay?

By: Steven Bertoni

�e Crocodile and the Shark



n September 30, eBay 
EBAY -1.7% announced 
that it would spin o� its 
PayPalsubsidiary by next 

year, splitting its marketplace from its 
lucrative payments arm to better realize 
di�erent core businesses. While the 
separation puts an end to months of 
speculation and in-house �ghting, 
eBay’s decision to give in to Carl Icahn’s 
rabble-rousing begets more questions, 
namely, what should happen to the two 
companies after the split?

�at depends on who you ask. Current 
eBay CEO John Donahoe, who will not 
be head of either company following the 
spin-o�, said that he sees both as being 
successful, independent businesses.

“We’re not doing this to set either 
business up for sale,” he said in an 
interview with FORBES. 
“Post-separation, if you use current 
valuations, you’ll have two very 
signi�cant companies with market caps 
well above $30 billion each.”

Icahn begged to di�er. In a note on his 
website this morning, he emphasized 
consolidation, arguing that PayPal 
needed to acquire or merge with existing 
players in the payments space to realize 
its full potential. “�e sooner these 
consolidations take place, the better,” he 
wrote.

But what about eBay’s marketplace? 
After stripping out PayPal, what’s left of 

eBay is still worth between $30 billion 
to $40 billion and features the solid 
number two e-commerce player in the 
United States behind Amazon.com 
AMZN -1.32%. It doesn’t have the 
exact sheen of its payments counterpart, 
but according to some observers, it 
could be attractive to Alibaba, the 
Chinese internet giant whose $25 
billion initial public o�ering this month 
announced its arrival on the global 
stage.

“What Alibaba has said is that part of 
its long-term plan is to get into the 
Western markets,” said Gil Luria, an 
analyst at Wedbush Securities. “�ere 
would be no easy or better way to do 
that than by buying eBay’s marketplace 

business. �ey have similar business 
models in that they don’t carry any 
inventory.”

It’s a synergy that’s hard to overlook. 
Alibaba’s key subsidiaries in Tmall and 
Taobao are both marketplaces 
facilitating business-to-consumer and 
consumer-to-consumer relationships 
that allow for the transactions of goods 
much like eBay’s auction-based online 
marketplace. In terms of size, however, 
Alibaba far outstrips its American 
competitor. In the 12 months since the 
end of June, Alibaba’s gross merchandise 
volume, or the value of goods transacted 
across its sites, hit $296 billion. EBay’s 
gross merchandise volume in that same 
period was just over a quarter of that at 
$85 billion.

“It’s certainly a possibility,” said 
Morningstar MORN -1.06% analyst 
R.J. Hottovy of Alibaba sizing up eBay. 
“If the U.S. is the focus of their growth, 
it’s going to be hard to crack given its 
current brand recognition here.”

If something does transpire with 
Alibaba following eBay and PayPal’s 
split, it would certainly be poetic given 
the Chinese company’s history with the 
Silicon Valley e-commerce leader. In 
2005, Meg Whitman, then eBay’s CEO, 
attempted to acquire part of Alibaba’s 
business after failing to beat the 

Chinese �rm in its home country. After 
two years of battle, she �ew out Alibaba 
founder Jack Ma to her company’s San 
Jose headquarters to see what was 
possible.

In those meetings, Whitman asked for 
Taobao, which was launched by Alibaba 
in 2003 to combat eBay’s Chinese 
online auctioneer, EachNet. By the time 
Alibaba’s leader had come to visit, it was 
clear that Taobao dominated EachNet 
and realized Ma’s famous declaration: 
“eBay may be a shark in the ocean, but I 
am a crocodile in the Yangtze River. If 
we �ght in the ocean, we lose—but if we 
�ght in the river, we win.”

�ese days, it’s apparent that Ma’s 
Alibaba has won in China. And with 
cash and short-term investments  
totaling at more than an estimated $15 
billion after its IPO, it’s also clear that 
the crocodile is ready to �ght outside its 
river. �e question is whether it’s ready 
to swallow the shark.

Forrester analyst Kelland Willis isn’t too 
keen on the idea. She noted that 
Alibaba already owns Auctiva and 
Vendio, two American e-commerce 
software �rms that already give the 
Chinese retailer access to a large portion 
of eBay sellers. Willis also said that 
Alibaba’s greatest potential for growth 
lies within its own country where the 
country’s 298 million online buyers in 
2013 are expected to nearly double by 
2018.

“�ey should have their sights focused 
on China,” she said, noting that roughly 
30% of the nation’s people shop online. 
“It’s an under-penetrated market where 
growth raters are still very high.”

Luria agreed that Alibaba still has room 
to expand in China, but noted that 
domestic growth and foreign 
development were not mutually 
exclusive. With Alibaba dipping its toe 
in the U.S. market by launching local 
e-commerce site 11 Main and investing 
into half-a-dozen technology 
companies, the world’s largest 
e-commerce company by market cap is 
certainly looking ahead to what comes 
after China.

“Just like it’s hard to unseat Alibaba in 
China, it would be hard to unseat eBay 
and Amazon in the west,” said Luria. 
“�ere’s not really another path for 
Alibaba into the U.S. that wouldn’t be 
more costly and take considerably 
longer.”
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Islamabad: �e Federal Board of Revenue on September 26 has 
selected 77,500 tax returns of six categories for audit through 
random computer balloting for the period from 1st July 2012 to 
30th June 2013.�e government has selected audit cases up to 
12 percent of total returns �led by taxpayers for the Tax Year 
2013 (Income Tax)/Tax Period July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013 
(Sales Tax/FED), as it selected 77,500 cases out of total returns 
�led 9,70,537.Random computer ballot was conducted here 
today at Federal Board of Revenue, Islamabad for selection of 
cases for audit for Tax Year 2013 and Tax Period 1st July 2012 
to 30th June, 2013 in respect of Income Tax, Sales Tax and 
FED at FBR House, Islamabad.  �e Minister for Finance, 
Revenue, Economic A�airs, Statistics and Privatisation, 
Senator Muhammad Ishaq Dar was the chief guest on the 
occasion. Random computer ballot was conducted in respect of 
six categories i.e. Corporate cases of Income Tax, Sales Tax, 
FED and non-corporate cases of Income Tax, Sales Tax and 
FED. Senator Ishaq Dar initiated the ballot process by pressing 
the computer button.

Karachi:  Pakistan Steel Mills (PS) announced that it has 
received Rs1.75 billion. �e payment is part of the restructuring 
package of Rs18.5 billion that the government had announced 
for the mill.  It is the �rst installment of the second tranche of 
the Rs18.5-billion package. �e released sum includes Rs1 
billion as the current installment, while Rs750 million is for the 
remaining amount of the fourth installment of the �rst tranche, 
the press release said. �e management has also decided that 
salary for 45 days, from mid-July till the end of August, will be 
disbursed. Moreover, the remaining amount will be utilised for 
the opening of letter of credit (L/C) for procurement of 
imported raw material (coal or iron ore) local raw material, 
capital repairs, and payment of utility bills.

Karachi: Initial public o�erings are back in the headlines and 
that too with a bang. Stock exchanges round the globe have 
been tied up with over�owing number of public listings. Some 
global business groups have even regarded 2014 as the busiest 
year for book runners, �nancial advisors and lead managers 
since 1999-2000 era of the dot-com bubble. Even the record 
breaking IPO of AliBaba-–the ecommerce titan of the 
East-–has been marked as the largest ever stock market 
�oatation.  Not to omit the interesting case of Pakistan. �e 
initial and secondary public o�erings since last year including 
Engro Fertilizers, Avanceon, Hascol Petroleum, Lalpir, 
Pakistan International Bulk Terminal, Unite Bank Limited, 
Pakistan Petroleum Limited remained the major chart-busters 
at KSE while the upcoming IPOs of EngroPowegenQadirpur 
and Saif Power are ready to get on the list. 

Putting in contrast to the global IPO trends, it looks like the 
IPOs and listings on KSE are mainly tilted towards the energy 
and power sector. 

Islamabad: Despite ongoing tension in the federal capital for 
more than one-and-a-half-month, the Federal Board of 
Revenue witnessed 14 per cent growth in revenue collection in 
the �rst quarter of the current �scal year from a year ago. In 
absolute terms, revenue collection in July-September 2014 
reached Rs549 billion from Rs481bn a year ago. In the budget 
2014-15, the government had projected a revenue collection 
target of Rs2.810 trillion as against Rs2.266tr collected in last 
�scal year, an increase of 24pc. �e collection in September 
stood at Rs230bn as against Rs202bn over the corresponding 
month of last year, re�ecting an increase of 14pc.

Revenue collection witnessed a growth of 3pc in July 2014, 
followed by an impressive 24pc growth in August this year over 
the corresponding month of last year. A tax o�cial told 
Economic A�airs that revenue collection may witness more 
growth when revenue �gures would be �nalised in the next 
couple of weeks.  He said growth in revenue collection was 
achieved despite ongoing tension in the country. �e o�cial 
said most of the revenue was generated through Karachi ports, 
therefore, sit-ins had little impact on revenue collection. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Storming IPOs at stock
exchanges

14pc growth in revenue
collection despite sit-in

Karachi:  Total repatriation 
of pro�ts on foreign 
investments amounted to 
$116.6 million in the �rst 
two months of 2014-15, 
down 3.9% from the 
corresponding months of 
the preceding �scal year, 
according to the latest data 
released by the State Bank 
of Pakistan (SBP). In 
August alone, repatriations 
on foreign investment 
amounted to $56.4 million, 
which was down by 36.5% from the corresponding amount 
repatriated in the same month of the last �scal year.

In 2013-14, the repatriation of pro�t from companies operating 
in Pakistan to their stakeholders based in foreign countries 
amounted to $1.2 billion, up 12.6% from the repatriation of a 
little over $1 billion recorded in 2012-13. Pakistan received 
direct investment from sources based in foreign countries 
amounting to Rs87.1 billion during the �rst two months of 
2014-15, which equals 74.7% of the funds that foreign 
companies repatriated as pro�ts/dividends over the same 
period. Pro�t repatriation in August alone was 89.4% of the 
foreign direct investment (FDI) of $63.1 million that Pakistan 
received during the same month.

Net FDI in 2013-14 was $1.6 billion as opposed to the pro�t 
repatriation of $1.2 billion in the same year. �e reason for 
exceptionally high FDI in the last �scal year was the receipt of 
the proceeds of the spectrum auction in May.

Repatriation of pro�ts
recorded at $116.6m

FBR selects 77,500 tax
returns for audit

Steel mill receives Rs1.75b
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Karachi: With the departure of last Haj �ight on September 29, 
the demand for dollar reduced in the open market. It forced the 
price of the greenback to come down, but not up to the 
expectations of the market.  Currency dealers said they 
deposited 95 per cent of the surplus in banks, re�ecting the 
absence of buyers in the market.  Dealers said the dollar slid to 
Rs102.30 at the close of the day. �ey believed that it may fall 
as buyers are not available for the greenback. 

�e departure of last Haj �ight ended the dollar demand. We 
submitted almost all dollars to banks,” said Malik Bostan, 
chairman, Exchange Companies Association of Pakistan.  He 
said that in August money-changers deposited $300 million in 
banks. “We hope the total dollar deposits in banks in 
September could be between $400m and $500m.”  However, he 
maintained that the real cause of higher dollar prices in the 
open market was the exchange rate in the inter-bank.  �e 
inter-bank has been under pressure for the last couple of 
months and dollar remained around Rs102.80.

Karachi: �e Sindh 
government has gained another 
Chinese investment of $130 
million for establishment of 
50MW wind power project 
near Gharo city (Sindh). �is 
project is executed by two 
private companies which 
include Hydro China and 
Dawood Power (Private) 

limited under their joint venture.  �e �nancing of this project 
would be by the Chinese state owned bank, whereas the Sindh 
government has allotted 1720 acres of land to the company 
after it obtained LoI for 50MW wind power project from 
Alternate Energy Development Board (AEDB), NoC on 
Initial Environment Examination (IEE) report from SEPA, 
generation license and, upfront tari� from NEPRA and Energy 
Purchase Agreement (EPA) with NTDC.  �e �nancial close 
of this project is expected by the end of this year and the 
construction will start from January 2015. �e total 
construction period would be 18 months and commercial 
operation of this project would be before June 30, 2016.  Chief 
Minister Sindh Syed Qaim Ali Shah witnessed sub lease (land) 
signing between AEBD and Hydro Dawood China Wind 
Farm (50 Mw) at CM House Karachi.  

Karachi: Federal Minister for Industries and Production 
Ghulam Murtaza Khan Jatoi said that production of Pakistan 
Steel Mills had increased to 35 per cent as it was promised by 
the CEO of Pakistan steel that it would reach 77 per cent by 
December, 2014. He was talking to journalists after cutting 
ribbon to inaugurate 10th Build Asia 2014 International 
Building and Construction Industry Show- at Expo Centre 
which will continue till Sept 25. He said that the incumbent 
CEO of Pakistan Steel in the last brie�ng had told Federal 
Finance Minister that according to their promise regarding 
increasing production of the mills currently the production had 
reached 35 per cent and it would touch 77 per cent mark by Dec 
2014. He said that if the promised production is attained the 
government has planned to search a strategic partner (SP) for 
the mills and after 30 per cent share-transfer the management 
of the Mills would be handed over to the SP. 

�e government had approved Rs.18.5 bn bail-out package for 
Pakistan Steel for continuing the jobs of its employees to earn 
and help it stand on its own feet, he added. Jatoi speaking about 
the exhibition said that it gives an opportunity to learn that 
what is happening in the industries of building and 
construction in the country and other countries of the world.

Karachi: Pakistan Internat¬ ional Airlines Corporation (PIA), 
the national �ag carrier with Rs129 billion in total assets, posted 
loss of Rs10.1bn for the six months ended June 30, 2014 on its 
unconsolidated condensed interim pro�t and loss account.  
Although deep in de�cit, the loss decreased by 45pc from 
Rs18.4bn su�ered in the corresponding six months of 2013. �e 
airline turned out gross pro�t at Rs339m for the latest six months 
from loss of Rs2.6bn last year.  Yet, a deeper analysis shows that 

NEWS IN BRIEF

PSMs to reach 77pc
production target by December

PIA posts Rs10.1bn loss

China to invest $130 million
in Gharo wind power project

Islamabad: To get pending IMF tranche worth $550m, 
government of Pakistan wants to complete these two important 
transactions before IMF's executive board meeting, Pakistan 
would complete two important transactions next month 
(October) by disinvesting the shares of OGDCL and 
auctioning of Sukuk bonds for getting pending IMF's tranche 
worth $550 million, which has been delayed due to political 
uncertainty in the country. Pakistan has failed to satisfy the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) on targets set for receiving 
�fth tranche worth $550 million mainly due to the sit-ins of 
Pakistan Tehreek-I-Insaf (PTI) and Pakistan AwamiTehreek 
in federal capital for almost one and half months. 

�e government has estimated to generate $850 million from 
disinvesting shares of OGDCL and $1 billion from Sukuk 
bonds. However, the government has decided to expedite the 
process of disinvesting 10 percent shares of the OGDCL. �e 
Cabinet Committee on Privatization (CCOP) on September 
15 accorded approval to the divestment of 10 per cent 
government shares in Oil and Gas Development Company 
Limited (OGDCL). 

OGDCL shares divestment,
Sukuk bonds auction in October

Dollar falls, but fails to
satisfy market
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“exchange gain” of Rs5.2bn in six months 2014, in place of 
“exchange loss” of Rs1.5bn YoY, helped turn the results around. 
Against the paid-up capital of Rs28.8bn and reserves of Rs4.4bn, 
PIA carries accumulated loss amounting to Rs208bn on its 
balance sheet.  For quarter ended June 30, 2014, PIA showed loss 
of Rs8.1bn, down from loss of Rs9.8bn YoY, while revenue 
increased to Rs25.4bn, from Rs22.7bn. Exchange loss decreased 
to Rs370m for 2Q2014, from Rs463m same time last year.  
However, the bottom-line for the 2Q2014 was bruised by sharp 
decline in ‘other income’ to Rs128m, from Rs1.2bn in same 
quarter 2013. 



Islamabad: �e Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) is 
likely to approve multi-million 
dollars loans to Pakistan - for 
transport infrastructure projects 
– during the current visit by the 
ADB President to Islamabad.  
Mr. TakehikoNakao is scheduled 
to visit Islamabad from 
September 15 to 17 during 
which both sides will sign the 
multimillion dollar loan 

agreement.  �e loans are to �nance the construction of 
National Trade Corridor (NTC) phase for establishing road 
linkage from Hassan Abdal to Karakorum Highway (KKH). 
It’s not yet clear though whether Mr. Nakao is going to approve 
provision of loans to Islamabad for the much-awaited 
Diamer-Bhasha dam. 

Some believe that the ADB may well happen ignore the 
project; just like the World Bank (WB) did in case of this 
hydropower project after approving money for Dasu dam. In 
this regard, USAID has arranged a conference in Washington 
D.C in October 2014 on the sidelines of the IMF/WB meeting 
to sensitize donors’ and investors about the Bhasha dam. �e 
existing portfolio of ADB for Pakistan stands at $5 billion, 
mainly for cash-bleeding energy sector. 

After the country entered the IMF program, the ADB has 
restored its program loans for Pakistan. However, the ADB 
President will be visiting Islamabad at a time that talks between 
Pakistan and Fund have been temporarily stalled in the wake of 
lingering political instability.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Karachi: Orix Leasing Pakistan Limited (OLPL) plans to tap 
the high growth Islamic �nance market.  �e company has 
chosen an innovative way to attain its objective. It has entered 
into a non-binding Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with Standard Chartered Bank (Pakistan) Limited (SCBPL) 
with regard to a prospective merger/amalgamation of Standard 
Chartered Leasing Limited (SCLL), a subsidiary of SCBPL 
with and into OLPL or acquisition of SCBPL’s 86.45 per cent 
equity stake in SCLL.  �e MoU further provides the 
acquisition of SCBPL’s 100pc stake in Standard Chartered 
Services of Pakistan (Private) Limited and acquisition of 
SCBPL’s 20pc stake in Standard Chartered Modaraba.

�e Orix company Secretary E�at Assad went on to state: “�is 
stake is held 10pc directly and 10pc indirectly through SCSPL”.  
Yet he cautioned that there was no certainty that the MoU 
would result in a binding transaction.  �e transaction structure 
and implementation plan would be subject to: due diligence of 
SCLL, SCSPL and SCM by OLPL which would commence 
shortly. 

Karachi: �e government of 
Pakistan will carry out strategic 
sale transactions of Heavy 
Electrical Complex and 
National Power Construction 
Corporation following the 
secondary public o�ering of 
Oil & Gas Development 
Company (OGDCL), a top 
government o�cial told 
Economic A�airs.  Chairman 
Privatization Commission 
Mohammad Zubair said the 
privatisation of distribution companies and generation 
companies is also in advance stage. �ey would be o�ered for 
strategic sales soon, he said. �e strategic sale of Heavy 
Electrical Complex would take place in November 2014, while 
National Power Construction Corporation would be put for 
sale in January 2015.

Zubair said the forex reserves need to be enhanced as the recent 
political impasse in�icted a severe blow to the economy in 
shape of, for example, postponement of $1.0 billion Sukkuk 
issue, $550 million IMF (International Monetary Fund) 
tranche under extended fund facility and other such receipts. 
Speaking at an analyst brie�ng pertaining to the secondary 
public o�ering of OGDCL, Zubair said that OGDCL 
transaction was a perfect �t for investors. He said the 
government is expecting an over-subscription. �e secondary 
public o�ering of OGDCL would build up a momentum and 
we will be undertaking strategic sales transaction in the months 
to come,” he said.

ADB loans for infrastructure
projects on cards

Orix Leasing to tap
Islamic �nance market

Strategic sales of national
assets to follow public 
o�ering of OGDCL
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Karachi:  �e State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has sanctioned the 
scheme of amalgamation of HSBC Bank Middle 
East-Pakistan with and into Meezan Bank, according to a 
notice sent to the Karachi Stock Exchange (KSE) on 
September 24. �e scheme will be e�ective for 60 days, it added. 
Earlier in May, the SBP had allowed Meezan Bank to acquire 
Pakistan operations of HSBC subject to the ful�lment of all 
regulatory requirements. An indirect, wholly owned subsidiary 
of HSBC Holdings, HSBC Pakistan consists of 10 branches 
and had total assets of Rs48 billion at the end of 2013. Meezan 
Bank has already stated that it intends to make the operations 
of HSBC Shariah-compliant while ensuring that the existing 
customer base continues to receive uninterrupted banking 
services.

Meezan Bank has the experience of acquiring a foreign bank 
and converting its operations from conventional to Islamic. It 
acquired SocieteGenerale in Pakistan through a similar 
transaction in 2002. �e Competition Commission of Pakistan 
also gave its go-ahead to the proposed transaction and issued a 
no objection certi�cate in August. �e deal is expected to 
complete before the end of 2014.

SBP sanctions Meezan’s
acquisition of HSBC 
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ince the above quote was 
made, the United States 
Secret Service Director, Julia 
Pierson, has resigned.

On September 19, 2014, a man jumped 
over the fence of the White House and 
entered the main �oor...with a folding 
knife. Up to this point he was completely 
undetected. �is is the White House we 
are talking about...the residence of the 
President of the United States. It would be 
another ten whole days until �e Post 
would report that the White House 
intruder, Omar Gonzalez, had made it 
that far into the executive mansion. 
Furthermore, he was �nally noticed and 
tackled by an o�-duty Secret Service 
agent. �e obvious question which comes 
to mind: where were all the on-duty 
security sta�?

Shockingly, this was not the �rst security 
failure during President Obama's terms in 
o�ce. �e �rst threat to President Obama 
and his family came from bullets �red by 
Oscar Ortega-Hernandez, hitting the 
private quarters of the White House on 
November 11, 2011. It took an entire four 
days for the Secret Service to "realize that 
a gunman had �red at least seven bullets" 
targetting the White House.

Yet another incident demonstrating the 
failure of the Secret Service to execute its 
functions properly occured on September 
16, 2014 in Atlanta during the President's 
visit to the Centers for Disease Control. 
Against all safety protocols, an armed (yes, 
armed!) security contractor with a 
criminal record shared the elevator with 
the President. Once again, where was the 
Secret Service and why did they once 

again fail to carry out their duties?

All of these security breaches are, needless 
to say, absolutely terrifying. Furthermore, 
what adds to the insanity is that 
apparently, President Obama was not told 
about the lapse in his security in the 
elevator in Atlanta. Former Secret Service 
Director Julia Pierson's predecessor did 
not tell the Obamas about the 2011 
shooting incident, either. Having said that, 
the Secret Service did not know about the 
White House being hit until a 
housekeeper noticed broken glass and 
cement on the �oor of one of the 
balconies.

What makes matters even worse is the 
incapabilities of White House o�cials to 
tell the truth and to insist that the 
President has "faith" and "con�dence" in 
the Secret Service. �ese are the people he 
and his family depend on for the safety of 
their lives. Such breaches of security are 
not only incomprehensible but utterly 
unacceptable.

�e only positive outcome of these 
incidents is this: for perhaps the �rst time 
during the Obama administration, there is 
bi-partisan agreement and outrage 
between Democrats and Republicans at 
these security breaches which pose such 
grave threats to the lives of the President 
and his family. �is problem is not seen as 
a Democratic problem nor a Republican 
problem. It is seen as an American 
problem.

�e Secret Service has long been regarded 
as the United States' most elite force, 
ready to take a bullet for a US President if 
such a situation should present itself. 

�erefore, such lapses and complete 
negligence which they have demonstrated 
in recent times go completely against the 
purpose it is engaged to serve.

Some lawmakers have stated that perhaps 
there has been a possible shift in culture 
that has eroded faith in the service even as 
First Lady Michelle Obama has spoken 
publicly about fearing for the safety of her 
family because of the color of their skin. 
Could this potentially be the reason for 
the lowering of the guard of the 
President's security forces? �is 
assumption has no doubt entered the 
minds of many. Do the embarrassing, 
negligent, outrageous and unacceptable 
breaches of security with regards to 
President Obama simply boil down to 
race and the color of his skin? If so, how 
utterly senseless and truly abominable is 
that? Granted, Congress interrogated 
former Secret Service Director Pierson 
thoroughly, after which she thankfully 
resigned. However, regardless of who the 
next Secret Service Director may be, the 
broader and much more serious issues and 
questions lie in the possible race factor. 
�at would take these problematic issues 
to a much more disturbing level. If it is a 
question of simply the Secret Service not 
doing its job correctly, that poses an 
almost equally disturbing problem. 
Perhaps it is a combination of the two 
factors at play here. In both cases, the 
security breaches are unacceptable.
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"I wish you spent the time 
protecting the White House 

that you spent protecting your 
reputation here today."

---Rep. Stephen Lynch of Massa-
chusse�s to former Secret Ser-

vice Director, Julia Pierson 
during her Congressional hearing



n the face of it, the answer 
appears to be a resounding 
yes; yet PPP which currently 
rules the roost in the 

province of Sindh vehemently opposes 
any such suggestion when it comes to 
their province, terming the demand of 
MQM for giving Karachi a provincial 
status, a diabolical plan to break up the 
very federation of Pakistan. Ironically the 
party is ambivalent, in fact tacitly agrees 
and supports the creation of new 
provinces in Punjab and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. ‘Division of Sindh over 
our dead body’ is the rallying cry and 
response of young Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari, the chairman of PPP to the 
subdivision of Sindh into two or more 
autonomous provinces. Given that the 
original four provinces of today’s 
Pakistan (Punjab, Sindh, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Baluchistan) have 
seen their population burgeoning and 
particularly in Sindh more than 
quadrupling, besides undergoing 
fundamental changes in their 
demography since the country gained 
independence in 1947, has their 
bifurcation into smaller and 
administratively more manageable 
independent provincial units become 
unavoidable - or is there any merit in the 
fear of the PPP that any such move is an 
attempt to dismember the Sindh 
motherland and is likely to shake the 
fabric of the federation - are the aspects 
this article will examine.

With the increase in population and 
changes in demography over the past six 
and a half decades since independence, 
subdivision of existing provinces is an 
ongoing phenomenon the world over. 
Just across the border in India, there were 
less than a dozen provinces when it 
achieved independence and today it has 
as many as twenty-nine as a result of 
their division and subdivision. �e 
province of Haryana was carved out of 
the territory of the Indian Punjab in 
1966 while both share Chandigarh as 
their capital venue. �e most recent 

example is of the state of Andhra 
Pradesh which has similarly been 
bifurcated and the new province of 
Telangana has come into existence just 
this year (2014). �e proposal to further 
divide Uttar Pradesh (UP,) - which 
earlier had been bifurcated into two - is 
currently being hotly debated. While this 
is a reality, it is also true that the creation 
of each new province was not without 
struggle, violence and even bloodshed in 
nearly every instance.

�e provincial ruling parties in India 
ensconced in their capitals invariable 
opposed any split while those in the 
periphery fought to break away from the 
provincial power centres and this 
phenomenon is clearly discernable in 
Pakistan as well. While the Indian 
system has successfully managed to 
steamroll the opposition and carved new 
provinces from the existing ones, 
Pakistan so far has been unable to do so 
and continues to maintain the status quo 
despite the vociferous demands by the 
Hazarawal, Seraiki and Mohajir 
communities to declare Hazara, South 
Punjab and Karachi as new provinces in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab and Sindh 
respectively. 

�e democratic setup at the federal level 

under the previous PPP government had 
taken a very positive step of devolution of 
power from the centre to the provinces 
via the 18th Amendment but further 
devolution down to the local level is still 
not forthcoming. Under the 18th 
Amendment, establishing functioning 
Local Government (LG) system in the 
urban and rural centres of the country, is 
now is the responsibility of the provinces. 
When put in place it  would empower 
the people at all levels and usher in the 
real fruits of the democracy to the general 
public – unfortunately this has not been 
done despite it being an important part 
of the manifestoes of both PML (N) and 
PPP, which have been ruling Punjab and 
Sindh for over six years. �e failure of the 
ruling cliques to do so is largely 
responsible for the demand of new 
provinces, especially in Sindh.

Sindh as a geographical entity has existed 
since time immemorial but when 
annexed by the British in 1843 during 
their rule in the subcontinent it was 
initially made a part of the Bombay 
(currently Mumbai) Presidency.  It 
fought for and eventually achieved an 
independent provincial status still under 
the British Raj in 1935 with Karachi as 
its capital.  �is was the situation at the 
time of the country’s independence in 
1947 but when Karachi was chosen as 
the national capital, the city in 1948 was 
declared a Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT) and was no longer a part of Sindh.  
In 1955 the rest of the province was 
merged with the other three provinces of 
the then West Pakistan under the ‘One 
Unit policy’, only to be undone in 1970 
whereby Sindh regained its original 
status.  In 1958 the national capital was 
shifted to Islamabad by Ayub Khan and 
Karachi again rejoined Sindh province as 
its capital city.

A cursory study of the history of Sindh 
reveals that its original boundaries during 
the periods of Raja Dahir, the Ghaznavis 
and even under the Mughals had 
extended as far north as Multan. �e 

boundaries kept altering with the 
changes in the ruling regimes and the 
present dimensions of the province are 
what the British inherited when Sindh 
was annexed. To treat the political 
boundaries of the province as sacrosanct 
and unchangeable would be to ignore 
history. As far as modern Karachi, as 
indicated earlier from 1948 to 1958 it 
was separated from the province and 
made into a federal territory. �e current 
proposal of making it an independent 
province as a part of the federation may 
be opposed for a whole range of factors 
but to term it as a betrayal of the Sindh 
motherland would be unfair. 

�e opposition to the creation of Hazara 
and Seraiki provinces in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab is primarily 
based on political considerations whereas 
in the case of Karachi there are economic 
factors and implication that must be 
considered before a decision is taken on 
making Karachi a province. To begin 
with, the debate on the subject should 
avoid the slogan that the young PPP 
Chairman has adopted because it would 
lead the entire discussion into a blind 
alley, much like the Kalabagh Dam 
controversy, where narrow parochial, 
jingoistic and ethnic considerations 
trump any rational debate on the merits 
and demerits of the issue. Highlighting 
the serious negative �nancial aspects on 
the rest of the province would be a far 
saner and logical approach when arguing 
against the proposal.  

With a population of over twenty million 
and covering an area in excess of 3500 
square kilometres, Karachi’s physical 
boundary is larger than sixty-one 
country’s worldwide and in population it 
outscores around two hundred other 
nations and dominions. In addition, the 
metropolis is the �nancial capital of the 
country contributing around 65% of the 
national revenue. Viewed in context of 
the province of Sindh, Karachi’s 
economic footprint within Sindh is 
overwhelming and in many 
socio-economic indicators Karachi’s 
share in the province is more than 80 
percent.  If Karachi is declared an 
independent province it would leave the 
rest of the province �nancially 
impoverished and such an imbalance by 
itself would lead to severe complications 
both at the provincial and federal levels. 

Assuming the whole of Karachi becomes 
a province, its economy would dwarf the 
rest of Sindh and the imbalance would 
turn the current in-migration from rural 

Sindh to Karachi into a deluge which the 
city would neither be able to prevent nor 
cope up with under the present laws of 
the land. Given its size and population 
Karachi is actually an amalgamation of 
two or three cities. One could consider 
separating Malir / Landhi / Korangi 
combine along with North Karachi from 
the new province and make them a part 
of the rest of Sindh. �is would to an 
extent address the economical imbalance 
but in its wake would lead to other 
administrative complications. �e 
proposal might be appropriate in theory 
but in the current milieu appears 
impractical.

�e economic dominance of the Karachi 
metropolis in the province of Sindh has 
created its own dynamics which make 
separating Karachi from Sindh highly 
problematical and unless this dichotomy 
is successfully resolved separating the city 
administratively from the rest of the 
Sindh province by declaring it as an 
independent provincial entity would be 
unwise and dangerous. 

MQM’s bid to make Karachi a separate 
province basically stems from their 
inability to convince PPP to implement 
the LG system in the province as the 
party had pledged in their election 
manifesto. On the other hand, PPP’s 
reluctance to establish an LG system 
where much of the provincial revenue 
generated by the city would come under 
control of LG elected o�cials of the 
metropolis has a genuine basis. Since 
MQM continues to dominate the city’s 
political landscape, it is likely to sweep 
any LG election in the current ambiance 
and in the process the party would 
control a major chunk of the city’s 
revenue that falls under the provincial 
jurisdiction. �is would leave PPP, the 

party in power with very little to address 
the needs of the rest of the province. 
Both MQM and PPP will have to 
negotiate and resolve this thorny issue in 
a manner where from the available 
provincial economic pie of the city, LG 
elected o�cials are given the fair share of 
its �nancial resources without 
compromising the needs of the rest of the 
province. 

It should be remembered that the Urdu 
speaking public who are the core 
supporters of MQM since 1988 still 
remain the largest ethnic group in the 
city but the changes in its demography 
from the beginning of the current 
century has reduced their advantage to an 
extent. Hopefully with the 
implementation of computerized voting 
system for future elections at all levels, 
the charges of electioneering fraud would 
be signi�cantly curtailed and the result 
would be a true re�ection of the will of 
the citizens of Karachi - MQM could 
still dominate, or its overall superiority 
might be marginally or even signi�cantly 
dented. Under such a level playing �eld 
other parties should not fear about their 
mandate being stolen through unfair 
means. No party, therefore, should 
oppose or hinder the holding Local 
Bodies elections and installing a 
functioning and legitimate LG in the 
city, once the revenue sharing aspects of 
the system is amicably resolved. 

In conclusion, it is apparent that PPP’s 
refusal to implement the LG system in 
the province has prevented MQM from 
exercising any meaningful control over 
the city’s administration despite receiving 
a heavy mandate from its citizens in 
elections at all levels. �is in turn has 
made them raise the issue of Karachi 
being declared a province in its own 
right. If PPP and MQM can agree to a 
formula where in an LG system the city’s 
revenue is shared in an equitable manner 
that ensures a balance between the needs 
of the city and that of the province, LG 
system would become a reality and with 
it the demand of MQM to declare 
Karachi an independent provincial entity 
would very likely subside at least for the 
present. 
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Is the creation of new
provinces in Pakistan
the need of the hour?



n the face of it, the answer 
appears to be a resounding 
yes; yet PPP which currently 
rules the roost in the 

province of Sindh vehemently opposes 
any such suggestion when it comes to 
their province, terming the demand of 
MQM for giving Karachi a provincial 
status, a diabolical plan to break up the 
very federation of Pakistan. Ironically the 
party is ambivalent, in fact tacitly agrees 
and supports the creation of new 
provinces in Punjab and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. ‘Division of Sindh over 
our dead body’ is the rallying cry and 
response of young Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari, the chairman of PPP to the 
subdivision of Sindh into two or more 
autonomous provinces. Given that the 
original four provinces of today’s 
Pakistan (Punjab, Sindh, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Baluchistan) have 
seen their population burgeoning and 
particularly in Sindh more than 
quadrupling, besides undergoing 
fundamental changes in their 
demography since the country gained 
independence in 1947, has their 
bifurcation into smaller and 
administratively more manageable 
independent provincial units become 
unavoidable - or is there any merit in the 
fear of the PPP that any such move is an 
attempt to dismember the Sindh 
motherland and is likely to shake the 
fabric of the federation - are the aspects 
this article will examine.

With the increase in population and 
changes in demography over the past six 
and a half decades since independence, 
subdivision of existing provinces is an 
ongoing phenomenon the world over. 
Just across the border in India, there were 
less than a dozen provinces when it 
achieved independence and today it has 
as many as twenty-nine as a result of 
their division and subdivision. �e 
province of Haryana was carved out of 
the territory of the Indian Punjab in 
1966 while both share Chandigarh as 
their capital venue. �e most recent 

example is of the state of Andhra 
Pradesh which has similarly been 
bifurcated and the new province of 
Telangana has come into existence just 
this year (2014). �e proposal to further 
divide Uttar Pradesh (UP,) - which 
earlier had been bifurcated into two - is 
currently being hotly debated. While this 
is a reality, it is also true that the creation 
of each new province was not without 
struggle, violence and even bloodshed in 
nearly every instance.

�e provincial ruling parties in India 
ensconced in their capitals invariable 
opposed any split while those in the 
periphery fought to break away from the 
provincial power centres and this 
phenomenon is clearly discernable in 
Pakistan as well. While the Indian 
system has successfully managed to 
steamroll the opposition and carved new 
provinces from the existing ones, 
Pakistan so far has been unable to do so 
and continues to maintain the status quo 
despite the vociferous demands by the 
Hazarawal, Seraiki and Mohajir 
communities to declare Hazara, South 
Punjab and Karachi as new provinces in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab and Sindh 
respectively. 

�e democratic setup at the federal level 

under the previous PPP government had 
taken a very positive step of devolution of 
power from the centre to the provinces 
via the 18th Amendment but further 
devolution down to the local level is still 
not forthcoming. Under the 18th 
Amendment, establishing functioning 
Local Government (LG) system in the 
urban and rural centres of the country, is 
now is the responsibility of the provinces. 
When put in place it  would empower 
the people at all levels and usher in the 
real fruits of the democracy to the general 
public – unfortunately this has not been 
done despite it being an important part 
of the manifestoes of both PML (N) and 
PPP, which have been ruling Punjab and 
Sindh for over six years. �e failure of the 
ruling cliques to do so is largely 
responsible for the demand of new 
provinces, especially in Sindh.

Sindh as a geographical entity has existed 
since time immemorial but when 
annexed by the British in 1843 during 
their rule in the subcontinent it was 
initially made a part of the Bombay 
(currently Mumbai) Presidency.  It 
fought for and eventually achieved an 
independent provincial status still under 
the British Raj in 1935 with Karachi as 
its capital.  �is was the situation at the 
time of the country’s independence in 
1947 but when Karachi was chosen as 
the national capital, the city in 1948 was 
declared a Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT) and was no longer a part of Sindh.  
In 1955 the rest of the province was 
merged with the other three provinces of 
the then West Pakistan under the ‘One 
Unit policy’, only to be undone in 1970 
whereby Sindh regained its original 
status.  In 1958 the national capital was 
shifted to Islamabad by Ayub Khan and 
Karachi again rejoined Sindh province as 
its capital city.

A cursory study of the history of Sindh 
reveals that its original boundaries during 
the periods of Raja Dahir, the Ghaznavis 
and even under the Mughals had 
extended as far north as Multan. �e 

boundaries kept altering with the 
changes in the ruling regimes and the 
present dimensions of the province are 
what the British inherited when Sindh 
was annexed. To treat the political 
boundaries of the province as sacrosanct 
and unchangeable would be to ignore 
history. As far as modern Karachi, as 
indicated earlier from 1948 to 1958 it 
was separated from the province and 
made into a federal territory. �e current 
proposal of making it an independent 
province as a part of the federation may 
be opposed for a whole range of factors 
but to term it as a betrayal of the Sindh 
motherland would be unfair. 

�e opposition to the creation of Hazara 
and Seraiki provinces in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab is primarily 
based on political considerations whereas 
in the case of Karachi there are economic 
factors and implication that must be 
considered before a decision is taken on 
making Karachi a province. To begin 
with, the debate on the subject should 
avoid the slogan that the young PPP 
Chairman has adopted because it would 
lead the entire discussion into a blind 
alley, much like the Kalabagh Dam 
controversy, where narrow parochial, 
jingoistic and ethnic considerations 
trump any rational debate on the merits 
and demerits of the issue. Highlighting 
the serious negative �nancial aspects on 
the rest of the province would be a far 
saner and logical approach when arguing 
against the proposal.  

With a population of over twenty million 
and covering an area in excess of 3500 
square kilometres, Karachi’s physical 
boundary is larger than sixty-one 
country’s worldwide and in population it 
outscores around two hundred other 
nations and dominions. In addition, the 
metropolis is the �nancial capital of the 
country contributing around 65% of the 
national revenue. Viewed in context of 
the province of Sindh, Karachi’s 
economic footprint within Sindh is 
overwhelming and in many 
socio-economic indicators Karachi’s 
share in the province is more than 80 
percent.  If Karachi is declared an 
independent province it would leave the 
rest of the province �nancially 
impoverished and such an imbalance by 
itself would lead to severe complications 
both at the provincial and federal levels. 

Assuming the whole of Karachi becomes 
a province, its economy would dwarf the 
rest of Sindh and the imbalance would 
turn the current in-migration from rural 

Sindh to Karachi into a deluge which the 
city would neither be able to prevent nor 
cope up with under the present laws of 
the land. Given its size and population 
Karachi is actually an amalgamation of 
two or three cities. One could consider 
separating Malir / Landhi / Korangi 
combine along with North Karachi from 
the new province and make them a part 
of the rest of Sindh. �is would to an 
extent address the economical imbalance 
but in its wake would lead to other 
administrative complications. �e 
proposal might be appropriate in theory 
but in the current milieu appears 
impractical.

�e economic dominance of the Karachi 
metropolis in the province of Sindh has 
created its own dynamics which make 
separating Karachi from Sindh highly 
problematical and unless this dichotomy 
is successfully resolved separating the city 
administratively from the rest of the 
Sindh province by declaring it as an 
independent provincial entity would be 
unwise and dangerous. 

MQM’s bid to make Karachi a separate 
province basically stems from their 
inability to convince PPP to implement 
the LG system in the province as the 
party had pledged in their election 
manifesto. On the other hand, PPP’s 
reluctance to establish an LG system 
where much of the provincial revenue 
generated by the city would come under 
control of LG elected o�cials of the 
metropolis has a genuine basis. Since 
MQM continues to dominate the city’s 
political landscape, it is likely to sweep 
any LG election in the current ambiance 
and in the process the party would 
control a major chunk of the city’s 
revenue that falls under the provincial 
jurisdiction. �is would leave PPP, the 

party in power with very little to address 
the needs of the rest of the province. 
Both MQM and PPP will have to 
negotiate and resolve this thorny issue in 
a manner where from the available 
provincial economic pie of the city, LG 
elected o�cials are given the fair share of 
its �nancial resources without 
compromising the needs of the rest of the 
province. 

It should be remembered that the Urdu 
speaking public who are the core 
supporters of MQM since 1988 still 
remain the largest ethnic group in the 
city but the changes in its demography 
from the beginning of the current 
century has reduced their advantage to an 
extent. Hopefully with the 
implementation of computerized voting 
system for future elections at all levels, 
the charges of electioneering fraud would 
be signi�cantly curtailed and the result 
would be a true re�ection of the will of 
the citizens of Karachi - MQM could 
still dominate, or its overall superiority 
might be marginally or even signi�cantly 
dented. Under such a level playing �eld 
other parties should not fear about their 
mandate being stolen through unfair 
means. No party, therefore, should 
oppose or hinder the holding Local 
Bodies elections and installing a 
functioning and legitimate LG in the 
city, once the revenue sharing aspects of 
the system is amicably resolved. 

In conclusion, it is apparent that PPP’s 
refusal to implement the LG system in 
the province has prevented MQM from 
exercising any meaningful control over 
the city’s administration despite receiving 
a heavy mandate from its citizens in 
elections at all levels. �is in turn has 
made them raise the issue of Karachi 
being declared a province in its own 
right. If PPP and MQM can agree to a 
formula where in an LG system the city’s 
revenue is shared in an equitable manner 
that ensures a balance between the needs 
of the city and that of the province, LG 
system would become a reality and with 
it the demand of MQM to declare 
Karachi an independent provincial entity 
would very likely subside at least for the 
present. 
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he United Arab Emirates has 
been taking part in many 
regional and international 
expos since its inception. It has 
been highly appreciated in all 

the expos it has participated. It was 
among the top ten pavilions at EXPO 
2000 in Hannover. It was awarded a gold 
medal at EXPO Zaragoza 2008. It won a 
popular vote among the general public in 
Shanghai and came top in an academic 
study conducted by sta� from UCLA 
who looked at public diplomacy criteria 
and the last but not the least received a 
silver medal in Yeosu.  Furthermore, the 
main �lm shown in Yeosu has also won 
three gold medals at international �lm 
festivals. It has been acknowledgement 
of its superior skills of management, 
HRM, capacity building, craftsmanship, 
and knowledge based economy. 

UAE Expo Milan 2015

UAE is looking forward to take part in 
Expo Milano 2015 where the theme is 
Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life and 
to hosting Expo Dubai 2020 

(‘Connecting Minds, Creating the 
Future’). Milan will host the World 
Expo under the theme Feeding the 
Planet, Energy for Life from May 1 to 
October 31, 2015, before passing the 
baton to Dubai to host the Expo in 2020. 
It re�ects the country’s heritage and its 
focus on sustainable development. UAE 
will also participate an International 
Expo in Astana, Kazakhstan in 2017 
where the focus will be on ‘Future 
Energy’.

Central �eme

�e central theme of Expo Milan 2015 is 
nutrition, and human nutrition �rst and 
foremost, it also requires participants to 
focus on nurturing the environment in 
which we live, the fundamental source of 
subsistence for all people on the planet. 

UAE and its Rich Experience in the 
various World Expos 

�e United Arab Emirates has been 
highly rated for the manner in which it 
has approached the themes of di�erent 

Expos whilst still engaging and 
entertaining its visitors. UAE won the 
bid to host Expo Dubai 2020 which 
endorsed its qualitative professionalism, 
expertise, marketing strategies, soft 
image projection campaigns, systematic 
preparedness and above all visionary 
leadership. 

UAE’s Commitment towards Carbon 
footprint

It has been initiating diversi�ed policy 
measures to reduce carbon footprint 
which is also associated with UAE Expo 
Milano participation. Norman Foster 
and Partners is its organizers in Milan 
where Masdar will be taking care of its 
energy demands/design through the mix 
of renewable energy. It is proud to have 
supported in the design of the UAE 
Pavilion for Expo Milano 2015," said Dr 
Nawal Al-Hosany, Director of 
Sustainability at Masdar. "We are 
pleased to have had the opportunity to 
share our knowledge and experiences 
from the development of Masdar City. 
National Media Council is taking 

possible measures to make it another 
successful event for the UAE.

UAE Pavilion 

�e UAE pavilion at Expo Milano 2015 
is themed around the nation’s success in 
overcoming di�culties to provide food 
and water for its population. �e pavilion 
building is not a separate entity in itself: 
the physical structure, landscaping and 
content work together to provide a 
holistic interpretation of the Expo 
theme, providing visitors with a unique 
and thought-provoking experience.

Re�ection of Remarkable Transformation

�e UAE’s pavilion also re�ects its 
remarkable transformation to a thriving 
dynamic state. It explores the 
partnerships, collectiveness and 
togetherness. It is the showcase of 
creativity and innovation to address the 
challenges of the future. It is information 
sharing and problem solving event.

UAE theme for Expo Milan 2015 is 

‘Food for �ought’. It is clear that the 
Foster and Partners’ team has risen to the 
challenge, creating an intriguing venue 
to attract even the most urbane Italian 
visitors, and one that lends itself to a 
refreshing and original presentation of 
the U.A.E.’s story. 

Unique Design 

UAE pavilion’s design is unique and 
in�uenced by the unusual elongated 
dimensions of the plot on which it sits, 
occupying a prominent location midway 
along the ‘Decumanus’ or central avenue 
of the main Expo site. High, 
sand-rippled walls guide visitors along a 
winding pathway and up a gently 
inclined ramp to a cylindrical theatre.

Iconic Building

It is indeed an iconic building which is 
an integral part of its theme too. It 
upholds the importance of sustainable 
solutions in the energy sector. It is drawn 
on natural landscape and vernacular 
architecture as well as modern designs 
that are themselves in�uenced by 
traditional forms. A roof-top garden will 
help to supply the restaurant whilst a 
variety of green energy technologies will 
also be employed.

Delight for Visitors 

It is hoped that visitors will be engaged 
from the moment they enter the site, 
stimulated by pure Emirati hospitality, 
personal story-telling, powerful media, 
delicious food o�erings and culinary 
displays, interactive experiences, 
augmented reality and other innovative 
techniques. At the end of the exhibition 
trail, visitors reach a green oasis leading 
into a ground level cafe, with a formal 
restaurant on the �rst �oor and a 
hospitality roof terrace. �e landscaping 
around the pavilion and in the open 
public areas is designed to evoke the 
terrain and �ora of the UAE.

“Bringing the planning principles of the 
traditional desert city to Milan, the 
pavilion’s interior of self-shaded streets 
evokes the experience of the UAE’s 
ancient communities, while 
demonstrating the natural energy 
e�ciency of their compact urban form.”

UAE’s Commissioner-General

�e UAE’s Commissioner-General Al 
Ameri commented that the UAE has 
approached the theme of ‘Feeding the 
Planet: Energy for Life’ with a 
"determination to �rst of all look into 
our own past and our own experiences of 

trying to feed ourselves. 

"We want to show our visitors how we 
are dealing with this situation and how, 
with the cooperation of pioneering and 
innovative companies such as Masdar, 
the UAE is committed to sharing our 
knowledge and resources to help others 
tackle similar problems," Al Ameri 
added.

�e UAE’s Expo 2015 
Commissioner-General congratulated 
the Italian Expo organisers on their 
choice of theme (Feeding the Planet, 
Energy for Life) , which resonates with 
Italy’s food culture, and on their 
determination that the Expo should play 
a positive role in tackling the issue of 
ensuring su�cient, good, healthy 
sustainable food for all mankind.

After  the Expo Milan 2015, UAE 
pavilion will not simply be dismantled 
and destroyed after the gates close, but is 
destined to be packed up, shipped back 
to the UAE and reconstructed to serve as 
a new attraction in the capital, Abu 
Dhabi.

Diversi�ed Preparedness 

Di�erent kinds of marketing strategies, 
media projection policies, hotelier 
booking, air-ticketing show have already 
been started in di�erent parts of the 
UAE especially Dubai which will be 
hosting Expo 2020.   

Maximization Bilateral Cooperation

O�cials in both countries are working 
together to maximise bilateral 
cooperation for this event. In February 
2014, the two countries signed an 
agreement on cooperation between 
Dubai’s Expo 2020 and Milano Expo 
2015. �e agreement was signed by 
Shaikh Ahmad Bin Saeed Al Maktoum, 
President of Dubai Civil Aviation 
Authority, Chairman and CEO of 
Emirates Group and Chairman of the 
Higher Committee on World Expo 
2020, and Giuseppe Sala, Milan Expo 
2015 Commissioner. His Highness 
Shaikh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, and the then Italian Prime 
Minister Enrico Letta witnessed the 
signature ceremony. It is the �rst 
strategic agreement between two expos 
in history. �rough Milan in 2015 there 
will be the launch of Dubai in 2020.”

�e theme of Expo Milan is �tting for 
the town that retains its commitment to 
providing a good life to its inhabitants, 

even as it occupies a prominent position 
on the world economic map. According 
to the Expo Milano fact sheet, “�e goal 
of Expo is to propose speci�c solutions 
that ensure the right to su�cient, 
healthy and safe nutrition, and to 
guarantee environmental, social and 
economic sustainability of the food 
industry.

Milan Expo expects to draw about 21 
million visitors, with more than 120 
countries participating. �e Expo is 
expected to foster the country’s 

emergence from the economic crisis.

Dubai World Expo 2020

Dubai’s successful bid to host the World 
Expo 2020 has fuelled interest in the 
Milan Expo 2015.

UAE won the bid to host World EXPO 
2020. UAE expo-2020 theme entitled 
‘Connecting Minds, Creating the 
Future: Partnerships for Global 
Innovation and Sustainable 
Development’ won the hearts and souls 
in Paris where majority of the countries 
voted in favour of the UAE. Other 
candidates were Sao Paulo (Brazil), 
Yekaterinburg (Russia) and Izmir 
(Turkey). 

President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan congratulated 
Dubai on its successful Expo 2020 bid, 
describing the timing of the win as 
“auspicious”.  In a telephone 
conversation to the Vice President and 
Ruler of Dubai, Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid, Sheikh Khalifa said: “Our joy in 
the UAE was double by the win as it 
coincides with the celebrations of the 
42nd National Day. 

�e milestone achievement marks a new 
phase in the UAE’s and Dubai’s 
economic development drive.”

�e Dubai’s victory of World EXPO 
2020 represented a real embodiment of 
the leadership's wise vision to create 
channels of cultural, humanitarian, 
scienti�c and economic communication 
and encourages intellectual and cultural 
understanding among all peoples of the 
world. UAE, Dubai strong and stable 
macro-economy and fast growing 
banking industry along with its di�erent 
comparative advantages in di�erent key 
sectors played important role in winning 
the bid. 

Its rigorous diplomacy, public relations, 
media projection and above all political 
commitment made it possible. 
Successful endeavors of the foreign 
ministry led my His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice-President and Prime Minister of 
the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, HH 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
UAE Minister of Foreign A�airs, Reem 
Al Hashimy, UAE Minister of State and 
Managing Director of the Dubai Expo 
2020, HRH Princess Haya bint Al 
Hussein and the last but not the least, 
Reem Al Hashimy, UAE Minister of 
State and Managing Director of the 
Dubai Expo 2020  have succeeded to 
connect minds and created the future by 

winning World EXPO 2020 for Dubai.  

World EXPO 2020 has multiplier 
economic e�ects. According to the latest 
study of the Oxford Business Group 
(2013-14) the expected revenue from 
hosting Expo would surpass to 
Dh139billion. It would generate more 
than 280,000 new jobs. It would 
de�nitely accelerate the cycle of business 
productivity in the country and region as 
well. It would provide an ideal platform 
to share technical and scienti�c 
innovations and prompt communication 
among various cultures while promoting 
economic and business cooperation 
between nations. It would be truly a 
driving force of the economic, cultural 
and social transformation happening 
worldwide. It is estimated that more 
than 30 million people would be visiting 
the six-month event of world expo 2020 
in Dubai. 

It is estimated that the six-month event 
would generate $US12 billion revenues 
and moreover, according to expo 2020 
organisers the World expo 2020 would 
expect to contribute an increase of €28.8 
billion to Dubai’s GDP and €17.7 
billion (Dh86.2 billion) in added value 
to its economy. Expo 2020 is expected to 
add 2 per cent to Dubai’s GDP.

It would be a real qualitative jump and 
direct bene�t for SMes. It will be a big 
opportunity for SME sector.  �e 
industrial sector would also be bene�ted 
and would provide the machinery and 
mechanical equipment, transport 
equipment and parts, base metal, 
chemicals, food and beverages and 
mineral products to the needs and 
preparations for expo 2020.

After winning the bid it is hoped that 
the sectors relating to tourism, real 
estate, construction, hotelier, service, 
banking would be the biggest winners 
during the 2013-2020.  It would also be 
bene�cial for its Islamic economy drive. 
It would further strengthen its 
macro-economy stability and 
sustainability. It would be new chapter in 
its ongoing national drive of sustainable 
development through the help of 
diversi�cation of economy in the longer 
term.
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he United Arab Emirates has 
been taking part in many 
regional and international 
expos since its inception. It has 
been highly appreciated in all 

the expos it has participated. It was 
among the top ten pavilions at EXPO 
2000 in Hannover. It was awarded a gold 
medal at EXPO Zaragoza 2008. It won a 
popular vote among the general public in 
Shanghai and came top in an academic 
study conducted by sta� from UCLA 
who looked at public diplomacy criteria 
and the last but not the least received a 
silver medal in Yeosu.  Furthermore, the 
main �lm shown in Yeosu has also won 
three gold medals at international �lm 
festivals. It has been acknowledgement 
of its superior skills of management, 
HRM, capacity building, craftsmanship, 
and knowledge based economy. 

UAE Expo Milan 2015

UAE is looking forward to take part in 
Expo Milano 2015 where the theme is 
Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life and 
to hosting Expo Dubai 2020 

(‘Connecting Minds, Creating the 
Future’). Milan will host the World 
Expo under the theme Feeding the 
Planet, Energy for Life from May 1 to 
October 31, 2015, before passing the 
baton to Dubai to host the Expo in 2020. 
It re�ects the country’s heritage and its 
focus on sustainable development. UAE 
will also participate an International 
Expo in Astana, Kazakhstan in 2017 
where the focus will be on ‘Future 
Energy’.

Central �eme

�e central theme of Expo Milan 2015 is 
nutrition, and human nutrition �rst and 
foremost, it also requires participants to 
focus on nurturing the environment in 
which we live, the fundamental source of 
subsistence for all people on the planet. 

UAE and its Rich Experience in the 
various World Expos 

�e United Arab Emirates has been 
highly rated for the manner in which it 
has approached the themes of di�erent 

Expos whilst still engaging and 
entertaining its visitors. UAE won the 
bid to host Expo Dubai 2020 which 
endorsed its qualitative professionalism, 
expertise, marketing strategies, soft 
image projection campaigns, systematic 
preparedness and above all visionary 
leadership. 

UAE’s Commitment towards Carbon 
footprint

It has been initiating diversi�ed policy 
measures to reduce carbon footprint 
which is also associated with UAE Expo 
Milano participation. Norman Foster 
and Partners is its organizers in Milan 
where Masdar will be taking care of its 
energy demands/design through the mix 
of renewable energy. It is proud to have 
supported in the design of the UAE 
Pavilion for Expo Milano 2015," said Dr 
Nawal Al-Hosany, Director of 
Sustainability at Masdar. "We are 
pleased to have had the opportunity to 
share our knowledge and experiences 
from the development of Masdar City. 
National Media Council is taking 

possible measures to make it another 
successful event for the UAE.

UAE Pavilion 

�e UAE pavilion at Expo Milano 2015 
is themed around the nation’s success in 
overcoming di�culties to provide food 
and water for its population. �e pavilion 
building is not a separate entity in itself: 
the physical structure, landscaping and 
content work together to provide a 
holistic interpretation of the Expo 
theme, providing visitors with a unique 
and thought-provoking experience.

Re�ection of Remarkable Transformation

�e UAE’s pavilion also re�ects its 
remarkable transformation to a thriving 
dynamic state. It explores the 
partnerships, collectiveness and 
togetherness. It is the showcase of 
creativity and innovation to address the 
challenges of the future. It is information 
sharing and problem solving event.

UAE theme for Expo Milan 2015 is 

‘Food for �ought’. It is clear that the 
Foster and Partners’ team has risen to the 
challenge, creating an intriguing venue 
to attract even the most urbane Italian 
visitors, and one that lends itself to a 
refreshing and original presentation of 
the U.A.E.’s story. 

Unique Design 

UAE pavilion’s design is unique and 
in�uenced by the unusual elongated 
dimensions of the plot on which it sits, 
occupying a prominent location midway 
along the ‘Decumanus’ or central avenue 
of the main Expo site. High, 
sand-rippled walls guide visitors along a 
winding pathway and up a gently 
inclined ramp to a cylindrical theatre.

Iconic Building

It is indeed an iconic building which is 
an integral part of its theme too. It 
upholds the importance of sustainable 
solutions in the energy sector. It is drawn 
on natural landscape and vernacular 
architecture as well as modern designs 
that are themselves in�uenced by 
traditional forms. A roof-top garden will 
help to supply the restaurant whilst a 
variety of green energy technologies will 
also be employed.

Delight for Visitors 

It is hoped that visitors will be engaged 
from the moment they enter the site, 
stimulated by pure Emirati hospitality, 
personal story-telling, powerful media, 
delicious food o�erings and culinary 
displays, interactive experiences, 
augmented reality and other innovative 
techniques. At the end of the exhibition 
trail, visitors reach a green oasis leading 
into a ground level cafe, with a formal 
restaurant on the �rst �oor and a 
hospitality roof terrace. �e landscaping 
around the pavilion and in the open 
public areas is designed to evoke the 
terrain and �ora of the UAE.

“Bringing the planning principles of the 
traditional desert city to Milan, the 
pavilion’s interior of self-shaded streets 
evokes the experience of the UAE’s 
ancient communities, while 
demonstrating the natural energy 
e�ciency of their compact urban form.”

UAE’s Commissioner-General

�e UAE’s Commissioner-General Al 
Ameri commented that the UAE has 
approached the theme of ‘Feeding the 
Planet: Energy for Life’ with a 
"determination to �rst of all look into 
our own past and our own experiences of 

trying to feed ourselves. 

"We want to show our visitors how we 
are dealing with this situation and how, 
with the cooperation of pioneering and 
innovative companies such as Masdar, 
the UAE is committed to sharing our 
knowledge and resources to help others 
tackle similar problems," Al Ameri 
added.

�e UAE’s Expo 2015 
Commissioner-General congratulated 
the Italian Expo organisers on their 
choice of theme (Feeding the Planet, 
Energy for Life) , which resonates with 
Italy’s food culture, and on their 
determination that the Expo should play 
a positive role in tackling the issue of 
ensuring su�cient, good, healthy 
sustainable food for all mankind.

After  the Expo Milan 2015, UAE 
pavilion will not simply be dismantled 
and destroyed after the gates close, but is 
destined to be packed up, shipped back 
to the UAE and reconstructed to serve as 
a new attraction in the capital, Abu 
Dhabi.

Diversi�ed Preparedness 

Di�erent kinds of marketing strategies, 
media projection policies, hotelier 
booking, air-ticketing show have already 
been started in di�erent parts of the 
UAE especially Dubai which will be 
hosting Expo 2020.   

Maximization Bilateral Cooperation

O�cials in both countries are working 
together to maximise bilateral 
cooperation for this event. In February 
2014, the two countries signed an 
agreement on cooperation between 
Dubai’s Expo 2020 and Milano Expo 
2015. �e agreement was signed by 
Shaikh Ahmad Bin Saeed Al Maktoum, 
President of Dubai Civil Aviation 
Authority, Chairman and CEO of 
Emirates Group and Chairman of the 
Higher Committee on World Expo 
2020, and Giuseppe Sala, Milan Expo 
2015 Commissioner. His Highness 
Shaikh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, and the then Italian Prime 
Minister Enrico Letta witnessed the 
signature ceremony. It is the �rst 
strategic agreement between two expos 
in history. �rough Milan in 2015 there 
will be the launch of Dubai in 2020.”

�e theme of Expo Milan is �tting for 
the town that retains its commitment to 
providing a good life to its inhabitants, 

even as it occupies a prominent position 
on the world economic map. According 
to the Expo Milano fact sheet, “�e goal 
of Expo is to propose speci�c solutions 
that ensure the right to su�cient, 
healthy and safe nutrition, and to 
guarantee environmental, social and 
economic sustainability of the food 
industry.

Milan Expo expects to draw about 21 
million visitors, with more than 120 
countries participating. �e Expo is 
expected to foster the country’s 

emergence from the economic crisis.

Dubai World Expo 2020

Dubai’s successful bid to host the World 
Expo 2020 has fuelled interest in the 
Milan Expo 2015.

UAE won the bid to host World EXPO 
2020. UAE expo-2020 theme entitled 
‘Connecting Minds, Creating the 
Future: Partnerships for Global 
Innovation and Sustainable 
Development’ won the hearts and souls 
in Paris where majority of the countries 
voted in favour of the UAE. Other 
candidates were Sao Paulo (Brazil), 
Yekaterinburg (Russia) and Izmir 
(Turkey). 

President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan congratulated 
Dubai on its successful Expo 2020 bid, 
describing the timing of the win as 
“auspicious”.  In a telephone 
conversation to the Vice President and 
Ruler of Dubai, Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid, Sheikh Khalifa said: “Our joy in 
the UAE was double by the win as it 
coincides with the celebrations of the 
42nd National Day. 

�e milestone achievement marks a new 
phase in the UAE’s and Dubai’s 
economic development drive.”

�e Dubai’s victory of World EXPO 
2020 represented a real embodiment of 
the leadership's wise vision to create 
channels of cultural, humanitarian, 
scienti�c and economic communication 
and encourages intellectual and cultural 
understanding among all peoples of the 
world. UAE, Dubai strong and stable 
macro-economy and fast growing 
banking industry along with its di�erent 
comparative advantages in di�erent key 
sectors played important role in winning 
the bid. 

Its rigorous diplomacy, public relations, 
media projection and above all political 
commitment made it possible. 
Successful endeavors of the foreign 
ministry led my His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice-President and Prime Minister of 
the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, HH 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
UAE Minister of Foreign A�airs, Reem 
Al Hashimy, UAE Minister of State and 
Managing Director of the Dubai Expo 
2020, HRH Princess Haya bint Al 
Hussein and the last but not the least, 
Reem Al Hashimy, UAE Minister of 
State and Managing Director of the 
Dubai Expo 2020  have succeeded to 
connect minds and created the future by 

winning World EXPO 2020 for Dubai.  

World EXPO 2020 has multiplier 
economic e�ects. According to the latest 
study of the Oxford Business Group 
(2013-14) the expected revenue from 
hosting Expo would surpass to 
Dh139billion. It would generate more 
than 280,000 new jobs. It would 
de�nitely accelerate the cycle of business 
productivity in the country and region as 
well. It would provide an ideal platform 
to share technical and scienti�c 
innovations and prompt communication 
among various cultures while promoting 
economic and business cooperation 
between nations. It would be truly a 
driving force of the economic, cultural 
and social transformation happening 
worldwide. It is estimated that more 
than 30 million people would be visiting 
the six-month event of world expo 2020 
in Dubai. 

It is estimated that the six-month event 
would generate $US12 billion revenues 
and moreover, according to expo 2020 
organisers the World expo 2020 would 
expect to contribute an increase of €28.8 
billion to Dubai’s GDP and €17.7 
billion (Dh86.2 billion) in added value 
to its economy. Expo 2020 is expected to 
add 2 per cent to Dubai’s GDP.

It would be a real qualitative jump and 
direct bene�t for SMes. It will be a big 
opportunity for SME sector.  �e 
industrial sector would also be bene�ted 
and would provide the machinery and 
mechanical equipment, transport 
equipment and parts, base metal, 
chemicals, food and beverages and 
mineral products to the needs and 
preparations for expo 2020.

After winning the bid it is hoped that 
the sectors relating to tourism, real 
estate, construction, hotelier, service, 
banking would be the biggest winners 
during the 2013-2020.  It would also be 
bene�cial for its Islamic economy drive. 
It would further strengthen its 
macro-economy stability and 
sustainability. It would be new chapter in 
its ongoing national drive of sustainable 
development through the help of 
diversi�cation of economy in the longer 
term.
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he United Arab Emirates has 
been taking part in many 
regional and international 
expos since its inception. It has 
been highly appreciated in all 

the expos it has participated. It was 
among the top ten pavilions at EXPO 
2000 in Hannover. It was awarded a gold 
medal at EXPO Zaragoza 2008. It won a 
popular vote among the general public in 
Shanghai and came top in an academic 
study conducted by sta� from UCLA 
who looked at public diplomacy criteria 
and the last but not the least received a 
silver medal in Yeosu.  Furthermore, the 
main �lm shown in Yeosu has also won 
three gold medals at international �lm 
festivals. It has been acknowledgement 
of its superior skills of management, 
HRM, capacity building, craftsmanship, 
and knowledge based economy. 

UAE Expo Milan 2015

UAE is looking forward to take part in 
Expo Milano 2015 where the theme is 
Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life and 
to hosting Expo Dubai 2020 

(‘Connecting Minds, Creating the 
Future’). Milan will host the World 
Expo under the theme Feeding the 
Planet, Energy for Life from May 1 to 
October 31, 2015, before passing the 
baton to Dubai to host the Expo in 2020. 
It re�ects the country’s heritage and its 
focus on sustainable development. UAE 
will also participate an International 
Expo in Astana, Kazakhstan in 2017 
where the focus will be on ‘Future 
Energy’.

Central �eme

�e central theme of Expo Milan 2015 is 
nutrition, and human nutrition �rst and 
foremost, it also requires participants to 
focus on nurturing the environment in 
which we live, the fundamental source of 
subsistence for all people on the planet. 

UAE and its Rich Experience in the 
various World Expos 

�e United Arab Emirates has been 
highly rated for the manner in which it 
has approached the themes of di�erent 

Expos whilst still engaging and 
entertaining its visitors. UAE won the 
bid to host Expo Dubai 2020 which 
endorsed its qualitative professionalism, 
expertise, marketing strategies, soft 
image projection campaigns, systematic 
preparedness and above all visionary 
leadership. 

UAE’s Commitment towards Carbon 
footprint

It has been initiating diversi�ed policy 
measures to reduce carbon footprint 
which is also associated with UAE Expo 
Milano participation. Norman Foster 
and Partners is its organizers in Milan 
where Masdar will be taking care of its 
energy demands/design through the mix 
of renewable energy. It is proud to have 
supported in the design of the UAE 
Pavilion for Expo Milano 2015," said Dr 
Nawal Al-Hosany, Director of 
Sustainability at Masdar. "We are 
pleased to have had the opportunity to 
share our knowledge and experiences 
from the development of Masdar City. 
National Media Council is taking 

possible measures to make it another 
successful event for the UAE.

UAE Pavilion 

�e UAE pavilion at Expo Milano 2015 
is themed around the nation’s success in 
overcoming di�culties to provide food 
and water for its population. �e pavilion 
building is not a separate entity in itself: 
the physical structure, landscaping and 
content work together to provide a 
holistic interpretation of the Expo 
theme, providing visitors with a unique 
and thought-provoking experience.

Re�ection of Remarkable Transformation

�e UAE’s pavilion also re�ects its 
remarkable transformation to a thriving 
dynamic state. It explores the 
partnerships, collectiveness and 
togetherness. It is the showcase of 
creativity and innovation to address the 
challenges of the future. It is information 
sharing and problem solving event.

UAE theme for Expo Milan 2015 is 

‘Food for �ought’. It is clear that the 
Foster and Partners’ team has risen to the 
challenge, creating an intriguing venue 
to attract even the most urbane Italian 
visitors, and one that lends itself to a 
refreshing and original presentation of 
the U.A.E.’s story. 

Unique Design 

UAE pavilion’s design is unique and 
in�uenced by the unusual elongated 
dimensions of the plot on which it sits, 
occupying a prominent location midway 
along the ‘Decumanus’ or central avenue 
of the main Expo site. High, 
sand-rippled walls guide visitors along a 
winding pathway and up a gently 
inclined ramp to a cylindrical theatre.

Iconic Building

It is indeed an iconic building which is 
an integral part of its theme too. It 
upholds the importance of sustainable 
solutions in the energy sector. It is drawn 
on natural landscape and vernacular 
architecture as well as modern designs 
that are themselves in�uenced by 
traditional forms. A roof-top garden will 
help to supply the restaurant whilst a 
variety of green energy technologies will 
also be employed.

Delight for Visitors 

It is hoped that visitors will be engaged 
from the moment they enter the site, 
stimulated by pure Emirati hospitality, 
personal story-telling, powerful media, 
delicious food o�erings and culinary 
displays, interactive experiences, 
augmented reality and other innovative 
techniques. At the end of the exhibition 
trail, visitors reach a green oasis leading 
into a ground level cafe, with a formal 
restaurant on the �rst �oor and a 
hospitality roof terrace. �e landscaping 
around the pavilion and in the open 
public areas is designed to evoke the 
terrain and �ora of the UAE.

“Bringing the planning principles of the 
traditional desert city to Milan, the 
pavilion’s interior of self-shaded streets 
evokes the experience of the UAE’s 
ancient communities, while 
demonstrating the natural energy 
e�ciency of their compact urban form.”

UAE’s Commissioner-General

�e UAE’s Commissioner-General Al 
Ameri commented that the UAE has 
approached the theme of ‘Feeding the 
Planet: Energy for Life’ with a 
"determination to �rst of all look into 
our own past and our own experiences of 

trying to feed ourselves. 

"We want to show our visitors how we 
are dealing with this situation and how, 
with the cooperation of pioneering and 
innovative companies such as Masdar, 
the UAE is committed to sharing our 
knowledge and resources to help others 
tackle similar problems," Al Ameri 
added.

�e UAE’s Expo 2015 
Commissioner-General congratulated 
the Italian Expo organisers on their 
choice of theme (Feeding the Planet, 
Energy for Life) , which resonates with 
Italy’s food culture, and on their 
determination that the Expo should play 
a positive role in tackling the issue of 
ensuring su�cient, good, healthy 
sustainable food for all mankind.

After  the Expo Milan 2015, UAE 
pavilion will not simply be dismantled 
and destroyed after the gates close, but is 
destined to be packed up, shipped back 
to the UAE and reconstructed to serve as 
a new attraction in the capital, Abu 
Dhabi.

Diversi�ed Preparedness 

Di�erent kinds of marketing strategies, 
media projection policies, hotelier 
booking, air-ticketing show have already 
been started in di�erent parts of the 
UAE especially Dubai which will be 
hosting Expo 2020.   

Maximization Bilateral Cooperation

O�cials in both countries are working 
together to maximise bilateral 
cooperation for this event. In February 
2014, the two countries signed an 
agreement on cooperation between 
Dubai’s Expo 2020 and Milano Expo 
2015. �e agreement was signed by 
Shaikh Ahmad Bin Saeed Al Maktoum, 
President of Dubai Civil Aviation 
Authority, Chairman and CEO of 
Emirates Group and Chairman of the 
Higher Committee on World Expo 
2020, and Giuseppe Sala, Milan Expo 
2015 Commissioner. His Highness 
Shaikh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, and the then Italian Prime 
Minister Enrico Letta witnessed the 
signature ceremony. It is the �rst 
strategic agreement between two expos 
in history. �rough Milan in 2015 there 
will be the launch of Dubai in 2020.”

�e theme of Expo Milan is �tting for 
the town that retains its commitment to 
providing a good life to its inhabitants, 

even as it occupies a prominent position 
on the world economic map. According 
to the Expo Milano fact sheet, “�e goal 
of Expo is to propose speci�c solutions 
that ensure the right to su�cient, 
healthy and safe nutrition, and to 
guarantee environmental, social and 
economic sustainability of the food 
industry.

Milan Expo expects to draw about 21 
million visitors, with more than 120 
countries participating. �e Expo is 
expected to foster the country’s 

emergence from the economic crisis.

Dubai World Expo 2020

Dubai’s successful bid to host the World 
Expo 2020 has fuelled interest in the 
Milan Expo 2015.

UAE won the bid to host World EXPO 
2020. UAE expo-2020 theme entitled 
‘Connecting Minds, Creating the 
Future: Partnerships for Global 
Innovation and Sustainable 
Development’ won the hearts and souls 
in Paris where majority of the countries 
voted in favour of the UAE. Other 
candidates were Sao Paulo (Brazil), 
Yekaterinburg (Russia) and Izmir 
(Turkey). 

President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan congratulated 
Dubai on its successful Expo 2020 bid, 
describing the timing of the win as 
“auspicious”.  In a telephone 
conversation to the Vice President and 
Ruler of Dubai, Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid, Sheikh Khalifa said: “Our joy in 
the UAE was double by the win as it 
coincides with the celebrations of the 
42nd National Day. 

�e milestone achievement marks a new 
phase in the UAE’s and Dubai’s 
economic development drive.”

�e Dubai’s victory of World EXPO 
2020 represented a real embodiment of 
the leadership's wise vision to create 
channels of cultural, humanitarian, 
scienti�c and economic communication 
and encourages intellectual and cultural 
understanding among all peoples of the 
world. UAE, Dubai strong and stable 
macro-economy and fast growing 
banking industry along with its di�erent 
comparative advantages in di�erent key 
sectors played important role in winning 
the bid. 

Its rigorous diplomacy, public relations, 
media projection and above all political 
commitment made it possible. 
Successful endeavors of the foreign 
ministry led my His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice-President and Prime Minister of 
the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, HH 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
UAE Minister of Foreign A�airs, Reem 
Al Hashimy, UAE Minister of State and 
Managing Director of the Dubai Expo 
2020, HRH Princess Haya bint Al 
Hussein and the last but not the least, 
Reem Al Hashimy, UAE Minister of 
State and Managing Director of the 
Dubai Expo 2020  have succeeded to 
connect minds and created the future by 

winning World EXPO 2020 for Dubai.  

World EXPO 2020 has multiplier 
economic e�ects. According to the latest 
study of the Oxford Business Group 
(2013-14) the expected revenue from 
hosting Expo would surpass to 
Dh139billion. It would generate more 
than 280,000 new jobs. It would 
de�nitely accelerate the cycle of business 
productivity in the country and region as 
well. It would provide an ideal platform 
to share technical and scienti�c 
innovations and prompt communication 
among various cultures while promoting 
economic and business cooperation 
between nations. It would be truly a 
driving force of the economic, cultural 
and social transformation happening 
worldwide. It is estimated that more 
than 30 million people would be visiting 
the six-month event of world expo 2020 
in Dubai. 

It is estimated that the six-month event 
would generate $US12 billion revenues 
and moreover, according to expo 2020 
organisers the World expo 2020 would 
expect to contribute an increase of €28.8 
billion to Dubai’s GDP and €17.7 
billion (Dh86.2 billion) in added value 
to its economy. Expo 2020 is expected to 
add 2 per cent to Dubai’s GDP.

It would be a real qualitative jump and 
direct bene�t for SMes. It will be a big 
opportunity for SME sector.  �e 
industrial sector would also be bene�ted 
and would provide the machinery and 
mechanical equipment, transport 
equipment and parts, base metal, 
chemicals, food and beverages and 
mineral products to the needs and 
preparations for expo 2020.

After winning the bid it is hoped that 
the sectors relating to tourism, real 
estate, construction, hotelier, service, 
banking would be the biggest winners 
during the 2013-2020.  It would also be 
bene�cial for its Islamic economy drive. 
It would further strengthen its 
macro-economy stability and 
sustainability. It would be new chapter in 
its ongoing national drive of sustainable 
development through the help of 
diversi�cation of economy in the longer 
term.
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n American politician 
Alexander Hamilton said: A 
national debt, if it is not 
excessive, will be to us a 

national blessing. External debt refers to 
the money borrowed by a country from 
foreign investors.  Debtors can be 
sovereign nations, corporations or private 
individuals. �e debt itself can take the 
form of money owed to private banks, 
external governments and global 
�nancial institutions including the World 
Bank or International Monetary Funds. 
Early phase of economic development, 
developing countries gather foreign debt 
as high existing account de�cits, shortfall 
of domestic saving and capital stock. For 
this purpose, imports are necessary to 
boost up domestic resources.

External debt is applied as a tool to 
reduce the gap between domestic savings, 
investments, exports and imports. �is 
kind of debt permits economic policy 
makers to spend and invest more by 
providing surplus sources to current total 
sources in an economy in a de�nite 
period. If appropriate implementation 
and achievement of �nancial sources 
from external debt provide positive 
contributions and decrease the level of 
poverty for the countries which have low 
economic growth. On the other hand, if 
the attained external debts are 
distributeduneconomically, cost of debt 
from external sources cause 
macro-economic management problems. 
In general, applied standard for an 
adequate level of external debt is that the 
net present value of external public debt 
should be less than 150% of its exports or 
250% of its revenues.

�e external debt is categorized into 
di�erent types includingExternal debt 
versus GDP, Dangerous debt and 
Tracking the debt. In external debt versus 
GDP, economists compare the external 
debt with Gross Domestic Product 
which means how many manufacture of 
goods and generate money to pay o� 
their debt. Devaluation of currency is one 
of the main factor which can lead to 
wider economic downfall within a 
country. In dangerous debt, Government 
used foreign currency to meet up 
domestic expenses which create 
problematic situation for the country if 

external debt costs engulf the public 
sector. In tracking the debt, government 
tend to track the external debt of other 
states. Besides, various global bodies such 
as World Bank, IMF keep records and 
get involved in handling external debt, 
negotiating repayments and o�ering low 
interest loans to countries to pay back 
their debts.

In developing countries, an increase of 
external debt is regarded as common 
phenomenon of the �scal sectors of most 
of the economies. A country with lesser 
saving rate requires to borrow more to 
�nance the given rate of economic 
growth. �erefore, external debt is 
acquired to withstand the growth rate of 
the economy which would not achievable 
with the certain domestic resources. 
Pakistan is one of the developing 
countries and faces serious debt 
problems. According to World Bank 
report (2000-2001), Pakistan is among 
the Highly Indebted Countries; as 
Pakistan’s present and future debt 
situation is quite gloomy. 

In 1947, at the time of independence, rate 
of domestic saving was too low to �nance 
economic growth through productive 
investment. As a result, Pakistan decided 
for external borrowing to hasten the 
economy growth rate with the 
assessment that in future increased 
growth rate would raise the saving rate 

and generate plenty of exportable surplus 
to step down the debt. Till 1960, this 
growth strategy remained successful and 
perceived a high level of economic 
growth. Unfortunately, Pakistan su�ered 
serious external debt problem due to 
various factors. 

Firstly, oil price increased by 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries in 1973/74 which led to 
decline in the external payments position 
of the oil importing developing countries 
and forced many of them including 
Pakistan to borrow heavily. Secondly, 
Pakistan su�ered from these global 
events of exceptional nature which forced 
severe pressures on its Balance of 
Payments and debt servicing liabilities 
occurred. In addition, inappropriate 
implementation of macro-economic 
policies, political instability, corruption 
and poor law and order situation are the 
key internal factors for rapid growth of 
external debt in Pakistan.In 1970, the 
value of external debt was $ 3.4 billion 
which went to $ 9.93 billion in 1980 and 
it is doubled approximately $ 20.66 
billion. In the last few years, external debt 
increased at an extraordinary rate and 
went to $ 54.60 billion in 2010. 
According to World Bank Report of 
2014, the external debt of Pakistan 
reached to $ 65.5 billion.

In order to reduce debt burden, Pakistan 
can use export marketing strategies and 
take appropriate steps to boost its export. 
To begin with, reduce in�ation rate 
because if domestic in�ation is higher 
compared to in�ation in the counter 
trading partners, which leads to 
discourage exports. To increase its exports 
it also needs to rise its access to foreign 
market, predominantly to the European 
Union and USA for its textile exports. 
�en, Pakistan has to alter its imports 
from consumer goods to capital goods as 
capital goods are generallylinked with 
enhanced productivity and higher 
revenues over the investment. To upsurge 
foreign investment in�ows, Pakistan has 
to improve law and order situation and 
business condition. Also, external trade 
strategies should be supported by 
strategiesintended at mobilizing 
domestic savings and external 
investment.Lastly, anin-depthassessment 
of policies and plans introduced by the 
World Bank and IMF which is 
unavoidable as some of the packages are 
badlydisturbing the Pakistan's economy.

A

External Debt
Reason behind this Season
in Pakistan’s Economy



do the camels keep moving along between the Line of Control freighted with  cheap 
wares which nary a soul intends to purchase?

As a journalist I am reticent regarding anything that smacks of a freedom movement. 
�e players on the �eld remain largely unknown.  �e pitches sent my way in the last 
week (regarding current events/�ooding in Kashmir) are all curve balls. So perhaps it is 
unwise to  address issues beyond my scope of practice.  But then again, I do love camels. 
So let me  bring a fresh set of eyes to the stagnant, yet  politically-charged issue of an 
independent Kashmir.

More than one correspondent coming into my e mail has suggested a democratic 
method for a free and impartial plebiscite under the auspices of the United Nations.  
Cease and desist with this thought!  Does anyone really want the nose of the U.N. 
camel under this tent?  �e United Nations is an organization with a history of 
duplicity and political intrigue. Attempting to beat this obstinate camel into submission 
for a pro�table caravan journey is a lost cause. Cut her loose and let her roam in the 
desert.

Now when  considering a democratic vote, an impartial plebiscite, people of average 
intelligence can surmise that such recourse is a virtual impossibility. Voter fraud will be 
the order of the day. Cut the nose and ears o� that camel and send up a cry of alarm.

Others have suggested the United States have a part in this process. Cut our camel loose 
too and let her roam with the U.N camel. We deserve the cohabitation because we lack 
the will to beat her and we continue to feed the beast. It is time to negotiate through 
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ave you ever watched a camel 
take time for an energy boost?  
If food is scarce a camel will 
simply dine on bones, �sh, 

leather, or even the owner's tent. It can 
consume thorns and twigs. �e camel's 
oral cavity lining is tough enough that 
almost anything can be eaten without 
injury to the mouth.  Camels are not 
picky. But we should be glad they cannot 
talk. If they talked like they eat it would 
be out of both sides of their mouths. �e 
disarticulated jaw with the big teeth are 
quite a sight to behold. It would be 
absolutely mesmerizing to watch a camel 
speak.

Camels are  ships of the desert. As a 
species, they are known by fancier names.  
But when considering how they were 
created, camels should be known by a 
more simple designation. �ey are 
politicians in disguise.  For nearly seven 
decades, caravans of camels have been 
trekking through Jammu and Kashmir.  
�ese camels are laden with cargo of 
sentiment and are mesmerizing to watch 
as they  sway across the region.  But  they 
have proven to be thoroughly worthless 
beasts of burden.  More than a few 
camels who begin the trek always 
manage to break o� from the caravan 
prior to arrival at the �nal destination 
point. Naturally, the Indian and Pakistani 
camel herders like it that way.

�e story is well-worn. But in brief:  *On 
August 15, 1947 Pakistan (western and 
eastern horns) came into existence *�e 
“Princely States” opted out of the deal 
brokered by the British Parliament and 
chose to become autonomous *Pakistan, 
a political nettle from birth, organized a 
false �ag operation.  A large contingency 
of several thousand men crossed the 
border into Kashmir as agitation 

propagandists disguised as local 
malcontents bent on looting and criminal 
activity.  *�e State of Jammu and 
Kashmir turned to India for help and an 
“Instrument of Accession” brought 
Indian troops to the region to restore 
order. Naturally, they never left the space. 
*�ree notable India v Pakistan military 
operations ensued over the years. �e last 

one was mounted by General Musharraf 
in 1999 and is known as the Kargil war.  
�e region remains a stewpot of 
contention, whether speaking of Jammu 
and Kashmir ( J/K) or Gilgit-Baltistan 
and Azad Jammu and Kashmir.  �e 
LOC (Simla Agreement, 3 July 1972) is 
the razor strop between two nations with 
nuclear capabilities. Both sides, polish 
their blades from day to day. And while 
each one can probably shave the whiskers 
o� a cat in three seconds �at, neither 
possesses the political will to put up the 
razor strop and back o� from  military 
showmanship.

What about the people of Kashmir? 
What is the desired outcome and the 
collective cry of those who  live on the 
land  and claim it as their own? And why 

H

Kashmir:  
Caravan of Camels

your regional con�icts-of-interest in a solo �ight manner. Learn, by doing. And  learn 
to do it right the �rst time.

So where does that leave us?  It leaves us at Versailles, of course. I am not directing your 
attention to the Treaty of Versailles, which brought World War I to a close.  Rather, 
direct your attention toward the Palace of Versailles which includes the “salon de la 
guerre” and the “salon de la paix” as well as the more well known Galerie des Glaces, or 
Hall of Mirrors. �is great hall has seventeen mirror-clad arches. �ey provide the 
re�ection for the seventeen arcaded windows which give view of the gardens. Within 
this architecture lies the emotional symbolism which embodies the future aspirations of 
the Kashmiri population.

Come back to the negotiation table one last time.  But let it be within a hall of mirrors. 
It is time for re�ective negotiation. India and Pakistan need  to sit down and take a hard 
look at the re�ection in the Kashmiri mirror.  What is re�ected in the eyes of the 
people? What is the re�ection seen in their faces? What is the re�ection seen in their 
smiles?  Capture the sentiment. Harness the energy. Give birth to hope. �is can be 
done. It starts as a re�ective negotiation process and proceeds as a gentlemen's 
agreement. It then �nds legal standing with a �nal step of crafting a  document which 
meets legal standards embraced by the international community.   But do leave the 
camels at home this time.



do the camels keep moving along between the Line of Control freighted with  cheap 
wares which nary a soul intends to purchase?

As a journalist I am reticent regarding anything that smacks of a freedom movement. 
�e players on the �eld remain largely unknown.  �e pitches sent my way in the last 
week (regarding current events/�ooding in Kashmir) are all curve balls. So perhaps it is 
unwise to  address issues beyond my scope of practice.  But then again, I do love camels. 
So let me  bring a fresh set of eyes to the stagnant, yet  politically-charged issue of an 
independent Kashmir.

More than one correspondent coming into my e mail has suggested a democratic 
method for a free and impartial plebiscite under the auspices of the United Nations.  
Cease and desist with this thought!  Does anyone really want the nose of the U.N. 
camel under this tent?  �e United Nations is an organization with a history of 
duplicity and political intrigue. Attempting to beat this obstinate camel into submission 
for a pro�table caravan journey is a lost cause. Cut her loose and let her roam in the 
desert.

Now when  considering a democratic vote, an impartial plebiscite, people of average 
intelligence can surmise that such recourse is a virtual impossibility. Voter fraud will be 
the order of the day. Cut the nose and ears o� that camel and send up a cry of alarm.

Others have suggested the United States have a part in this process. Cut our camel loose 
too and let her roam with the U.N camel. We deserve the cohabitation because we lack 
the will to beat her and we continue to feed the beast. It is time to negotiate through 

ave you ever watched a camel 
take time for an energy boost?  
If food is scarce a camel will 
simply dine on bones, �sh, 

leather, or even the owner's tent. It can 
consume thorns and twigs. �e camel's 
oral cavity lining is tough enough that 
almost anything can be eaten without 
injury to the mouth.  Camels are not 
picky. But we should be glad they cannot 
talk. If they talked like they eat it would 
be out of both sides of their mouths. �e 
disarticulated jaw with the big teeth are 
quite a sight to behold. It would be 
absolutely mesmerizing to watch a camel 
speak.

Camels are  ships of the desert. As a 
species, they are known by fancier names.  
But when considering how they were 
created, camels should be known by a 
more simple designation. �ey are 
politicians in disguise.  For nearly seven 
decades, caravans of camels have been 
trekking through Jammu and Kashmir.  
�ese camels are laden with cargo of 
sentiment and are mesmerizing to watch 
as they  sway across the region.  But  they 
have proven to be thoroughly worthless 
beasts of burden.  More than a few 
camels who begin the trek always 
manage to break o� from the caravan 
prior to arrival at the �nal destination 
point. Naturally, the Indian and Pakistani 
camel herders like it that way.

�e story is well-worn. But in brief:  *On 
August 15, 1947 Pakistan (western and 
eastern horns) came into existence *�e 
“Princely States” opted out of the deal 
brokered by the British Parliament and 
chose to become autonomous *Pakistan, 
a political nettle from birth, organized a 
false �ag operation.  A large contingency 
of several thousand men crossed the 
border into Kashmir as agitation 

propagandists disguised as local 
malcontents bent on looting and criminal 
activity.  *�e State of Jammu and 
Kashmir turned to India for help and an 
“Instrument of Accession” brought 
Indian troops to the region to restore 
order. Naturally, they never left the space. 
*�ree notable India v Pakistan military 
operations ensued over the years. �e last 

one was mounted by General Musharraf 
in 1999 and is known as the Kargil war.  
�e region remains a stewpot of 
contention, whether speaking of Jammu 
and Kashmir ( J/K) or Gilgit-Baltistan 
and Azad Jammu and Kashmir.  �e 
LOC (Simla Agreement, 3 July 1972) is 
the razor strop between two nations with 
nuclear capabilities. Both sides, polish 
their blades from day to day. And while 
each one can probably shave the whiskers 
o� a cat in three seconds �at, neither 
possesses the political will to put up the 
razor strop and back o� from  military 
showmanship.

What about the people of Kashmir? 
What is the desired outcome and the 
collective cry of those who  live on the 
land  and claim it as their own? And why 
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your regional con�icts-of-interest in a solo �ight manner. Learn, by doing. And  learn 
to do it right the �rst time.

So where does that leave us?  It leaves us at Versailles, of course. I am not directing your 
attention to the Treaty of Versailles, which brought World War I to a close.  Rather, 
direct your attention toward the Palace of Versailles which includes the “salon de la 
guerre” and the “salon de la paix” as well as the more well known Galerie des Glaces, or 
Hall of Mirrors. �is great hall has seventeen mirror-clad arches. �ey provide the 
re�ection for the seventeen arcaded windows which give view of the gardens. Within 
this architecture lies the emotional symbolism which embodies the future aspirations of 
the Kashmiri population.

Come back to the negotiation table one last time.  But let it be within a hall of mirrors. 
It is time for re�ective negotiation. India and Pakistan need  to sit down and take a hard 
look at the re�ection in the Kashmiri mirror.  What is re�ected in the eyes of the 
people? What is the re�ection seen in their faces? What is the re�ection seen in their 
smiles?  Capture the sentiment. Harness the energy. Give birth to hope. �is can be 
done. It starts as a re�ective negotiation process and proceeds as a gentlemen's 
agreement. It then �nds legal standing with a �nal step of crafting a  document which 
meets legal standards embraced by the international community.   But do leave the 
camels at home this time.

Tammy Swofford
The writer is a freelance journalist 

and author of the novel Arsenal. She 
can be reached at 

tammyswofford@yahoo.com



akistan is being swept by a 
nasty �ood not experienced in 
Chenab for over three decades. 
�e raging water tides have 

wreaked havoc in areas they passed and 
are expected to in�ict heavy devastation 
on property, infrastructure and standing 
crop further south of the country before 
unharnessed water �ows into the Arabian 
Sea. �e scenes of �oods televised live 
send a cold wave through the spines of the 
bravest when the fury of unrestrained 
water tide is assimilated. Buildings are 
uprooted like a match box would in 
vicious wind storm with inhabitants and 
their hard earned belongings are getting 
tossed around virtually like match sticks. 
�is mammoth disaster unleashed by 
Mother Nature only proves that it is 
beyond human power even in most 
developed nations like the United States 
of America to completely o�set 
destructive e�ect of natural calamities or 
harness their force into useful 
applications. But it cannot be denied that 
their destructive potential can be reduced 
with proper planning and preparedness.

Japan faces high magnitude earthquakes 

every now and then resulting in loss of 
human life and destruction of 
infrastructure and homesteads so 
common in countryside.  Time line on 
impending earthquakes cannot be 
forecasted with any degree of certainty so 
perpetual readiness to meet the event is 
the only safe bet. Japanese governments 
have managed to generate certain degree 
of con�dence among citizens through 
institutional measures, civil defense 
training and stringent safety rules 
regulating construction that, in the event 
of such an eventuality,the impact of 
devastative event will be minimal. China 

is another example where forces of nature 
like earthquakes and raging �oods are 
regularphenomena but their destructive 
e�ects have been reduced through 
suitable measures like those instituted in 
Japan.

Pakistan lies in the centre of Tectonic 
plates; Indian and Eurasian. �is 
geological location renders it vulnerable to 
massive earth quakes like the one striking 
in 2005. Besides sitting on tectonic fault 
lines, Pakistan is also susceptible heavy 
�oods owing to its geography and river 
system. Federal Flood Commission 
(FFC) was established under the Ministry 
of Water and Power in 1977 following 
appalling obliteration of infrastructure 
and unparalleled loss of human life and 
live stock 1973 and 1976 �oods. �e FFC 
records show that since its inception, the 
commission planned and executed several 
projects of 87.8 billion to reduce the 
destructive potential of �oods. But the 
reality is far from claimed owing to 
incompetence of sta� and rampant 
corruption. Pakistan Meteorological 
Department, citing a NASA study, issued 
warnings in 2010 that �ash �ooding could 

occur in northern areas and urban areas 
down south due to unprecedented 
Monsoons resulting from La 
Nina;weather phenomena accentuated by 
global warming and a�ecting Pakistan. It 
seems that warning fell on deaf ears and 
no signi�cant measures were instituted to 
ameliorate the situation to meet 
forecasted natural disaster. Extremely 
heavy rain fall in monsoon,the heaviest in 
last 80 years, caused by “cloud burst” 
inundated entire KPK in 2010in�icting 
hitherto unprecedented damage to crop, 
property and infrastructure besides heavy 
toll on human life.�e �oods raging 
through Punjab after wreaking havoc in 
Kashmir is making its way through 
Punjab and heading towards Sindh are 
tell tale event of incompetence and 
criminal negligence at all levels of 
government. Unending photo session 
showing disaster management and 
rehabilitation activities are aimed at 
blinding citizens of Pakistan on 
unforgiveable callousness on part of the 
governments and poor governance. 
Successive democratically elected 
governments have shown complete 
inability to manage natural disasters and 

IDPs resulting from them. All citizens are 
left at the mercy of nature under open sky 
without access to food, drinking water 
and medicine. Can our elected 
representatives justify the faith put in 
them by common voter? Should they not 
face punitive action for ignoring their 
responsibility before the next general 
election?

Pakistanis are among highly tolerant 
people according to various studies and 
are “fairly happy” despite inhuman living 
conditions of majority of the population 
(maps appended). But our leaders must 
understand that there is a limit to 
tolerance and happiness. �e tell tale signs 
of increasing street crimes, acts of 
terrorism, family suicides must be heeded 
to by the governing elite before the 
volcano erupts into complete anarchy. Not 
only that the government must review its 
priorities but the resolves must be visible 
to a common citizen. We must not 
develop bullet trains, motorways and 
industrial zones if they cannot be saved 
from the wrath of natural disasters. �ere 
is no point making underpasses and 
�yovers in urban areas if the excess water 
resulting from heavy rains cannot be 

drained. We need proper drainage system 
in urban areas and well planned projects 
to harness water from monsoons rains in 
mountains and prairies before this 
priceless resource is lost to the sea for 
future agriculture utilizations.

Politician are supposed to serve common 
citizens and governments formed by them 
through an electoral process are morally 
bound to address the plight of common 
man in order to ameliorate their situation 
of poverty, joblessness, absence of health 
and education facilities. But the scene of 
“dharna” politics getting round the clock 
televised coverage today shows complete 
apathy of political elite towards the 
predicament of those living below the line 
of poverty. �ey are �ghting for getting 
into the chairs of power.

Let’s not be pessimistic. �is chaos does 
hold a promise; awakening of masses 
against injustice and corruption. 
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coverage today shows 
complete apathy of 

political elite towards the 
predicament of those 
living below the line of 

poverty. They are �ghting 
for ge�ing into the chairs 

of power.

Promise in current
political chaos
Promise in current
political chaos



akistan is being swept by a 
nasty �ood not experienced in 
Chenab for over three decades. 
�e raging water tides have 

wreaked havoc in areas they passed and 
are expected to in�ict heavy devastation 
on property, infrastructure and standing 
crop further south of the country before 
unharnessed water �ows into the Arabian 
Sea. �e scenes of �oods televised live 
send a cold wave through the spines of the 
bravest when the fury of unrestrained 
water tide is assimilated. Buildings are 
uprooted like a match box would in 
vicious wind storm with inhabitants and 
their hard earned belongings are getting 
tossed around virtually like match sticks. 
�is mammoth disaster unleashed by 
Mother Nature only proves that it is 
beyond human power even in most 
developed nations like the United States 
of America to completely o�set 
destructive e�ect of natural calamities or 
harness their force into useful 
applications. But it cannot be denied that 
their destructive potential can be reduced 
with proper planning and preparedness.

Japan faces high magnitude earthquakes 

every now and then resulting in loss of 
human life and destruction of 
infrastructure and homesteads so 
common in countryside.  Time line on 
impending earthquakes cannot be 
forecasted with any degree of certainty so 
perpetual readiness to meet the event is 
the only safe bet. Japanese governments 
have managed to generate certain degree 
of con�dence among citizens through 
institutional measures, civil defense 
training and stringent safety rules 
regulating construction that, in the event 
of such an eventuality,the impact of 
devastative event will be minimal. China 

is another example where forces of nature 
like earthquakes and raging �oods are 
regularphenomena but their destructive 
e�ects have been reduced through 
suitable measures like those instituted in 
Japan.

Pakistan lies in the centre of Tectonic 
plates; Indian and Eurasian. �is 
geological location renders it vulnerable to 
massive earth quakes like the one striking 
in 2005. Besides sitting on tectonic fault 
lines, Pakistan is also susceptible heavy 
�oods owing to its geography and river 
system. Federal Flood Commission 
(FFC) was established under the Ministry 
of Water and Power in 1977 following 
appalling obliteration of infrastructure 
and unparalleled loss of human life and 
live stock 1973 and 1976 �oods. �e FFC 
records show that since its inception, the 
commission planned and executed several 
projects of 87.8 billion to reduce the 
destructive potential of �oods. But the 
reality is far from claimed owing to 
incompetence of sta� and rampant 
corruption. Pakistan Meteorological 
Department, citing a NASA study, issued 
warnings in 2010 that �ash �ooding could 

occur in northern areas and urban areas 
down south due to unprecedented 
Monsoons resulting from La 
Nina;weather phenomena accentuated by 
global warming and a�ecting Pakistan. It 
seems that warning fell on deaf ears and 
no signi�cant measures were instituted to 
ameliorate the situation to meet 
forecasted natural disaster. Extremely 
heavy rain fall in monsoon,the heaviest in 
last 80 years, caused by “cloud burst” 
inundated entire KPK in 2010in�icting 
hitherto unprecedented damage to crop, 
property and infrastructure besides heavy 
toll on human life.�e �oods raging 
through Punjab after wreaking havoc in 
Kashmir is making its way through 
Punjab and heading towards Sindh are 
tell tale event of incompetence and 
criminal negligence at all levels of 
government. Unending photo session 
showing disaster management and 
rehabilitation activities are aimed at 
blinding citizens of Pakistan on 
unforgiveable callousness on part of the 
governments and poor governance. 
Successive democratically elected 
governments have shown complete 
inability to manage natural disasters and 

IDPs resulting from them. All citizens are 
left at the mercy of nature under open sky 
without access to food, drinking water 
and medicine. Can our elected 
representatives justify the faith put in 
them by common voter? Should they not 
face punitive action for ignoring their 
responsibility before the next general 
election?

Pakistanis are among highly tolerant 
people according to various studies and 
are “fairly happy” despite inhuman living 
conditions of majority of the population 
(maps appended). But our leaders must 
understand that there is a limit to 
tolerance and happiness. �e tell tale signs 
of increasing street crimes, acts of 
terrorism, family suicides must be heeded 
to by the governing elite before the 
volcano erupts into complete anarchy. Not 
only that the government must review its 
priorities but the resolves must be visible 
to a common citizen. We must not 
develop bullet trains, motorways and 
industrial zones if they cannot be saved 
from the wrath of natural disasters. �ere 
is no point making underpasses and 
�yovers in urban areas if the excess water 
resulting from heavy rains cannot be 

drained. We need proper drainage system 
in urban areas and well planned projects 
to harness water from monsoons rains in 
mountains and prairies before this 
priceless resource is lost to the sea for 
future agriculture utilizations.

Politician are supposed to serve common 
citizens and governments formed by them 
through an electoral process are morally 
bound to address the plight of common 
man in order to ameliorate their situation 
of poverty, joblessness, absence of health 
and education facilities. But the scene of 
“dharna” politics getting round the clock 
televised coverage today shows complete 
apathy of political elite towards the 
predicament of those living below the line 
of poverty. �ey are �ghting for getting 
into the chairs of power.

Let’s not be pessimistic. �is chaos does 
hold a promise; awakening of masses 
against injustice and corruption. 

Masroorul Hassan
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TI and PAT’s mass 
anti-government protests are 
becoming a regular thing of 
the Islamabad evenings, 

where the barricades remain, mounting a 
shrine to the wake of call. After each 
sunset, protesters trickle through the site, 
giving shoulder to the hundreds and 
thousands who have been standing �rm 
throughout the days of the struggle. 
Posters are taped to the trees, and 
portraits of Imran Khan and Dr Tahir ul 
Qadri are covered in mounds of �owers. 
Children holding little PTI �ags pose for 
photographs in front of the cameras and 
they are for ever smiling with their little 
victory sign �ngers. Despite government 
e�orts to cover up protests, PTI 
protestors got an alternative picture 
forum, Facebook, which remained 
uncensored through the protests, and 
they communicated events to the rest of 
the world by posting videos to YouTube. 
Emboldened by the revolution in Egypt 
and Tunisia, young PTI protesters 
mobilized using social networking sites 
to take to the streets. After two week of 
unrest, federal government ordered to 
shut down the capital’s phone service to 
prevent the protests from gaining 

momentum but that did not stop 
protesters, despite the tear gas and the 
threats of prison.

A successful street revolution, like any 
revolution, is never certain to leave 
anything positive in its aftermath or 
anything at all. We often now learn that 
protests are often associated with 
progress, or at least we assume that big 
crowds are the benign face of social 
change. But street revolutions are not 
always progressive, positive, or even 
important. Some replace a corrupt 
tyranny with violence and a political 
vacuum, which is what,happened in 
Libya. Ukraine’s Orange Revolution of 
2004–2005 produced a new group of 
leaders who turned out to be just as 
incompetent as their predecessors. 
Crowds can be bullying, they can become 
violent, like what was seen in 1979 in 
Tehranor indeed in 1917 in Petrograd 
and they can give rise to extreme 
disruption and unrest.

Stories of those who stood for months in 
the D-Chowk will be told and retold. 
But that doesn’t mean that the protesters 
will necessarily have triumphed. On the 
contrary, protesters are about to learn 

that the excitement of people power mass 
marches, big demonstrations, songs, and 
banners can sometimes be an illusion. 
And sooner or later, the illusion wears o�. 
Once again the gathering at D-Chowk 
in Islamabad may not even represent the 
majority. Because a street revolution 
makes good breaking news, and because 
it provides great photographs, we often 
mistakenly confuse sizeable crowd 
demonstration of street power with 
democracy itself. In fact, the creation of 
democratic institutions like courts, legal 
systems, bills and acts is a long and 
tedious process that �rst requires a fair 
and well prescribed electoral process and 
then formation of parliament and its 
functions.

Governments e�orts earlier this month 
to talk with PTI and PAT represented 
the signi�cant step to date, but the 
agonizing negotiations that led up to that 
moment were hard for outsiders to 
understand and mostlytelegenic. Equally, 
it is a treacherous mistake to believe that 
provoked street power can ever be 
legitimate and long-lasting forreplacing 
the corrupt governments and forcing 
midterm elections. On television, a 

political gathering can loom larger than 
it should. In both �ailand and Turkey, 
whenan educated middle class took 
protests to the streets against 
democratically elected leaders who had 
become growingly corrupt and 
autocratic, they still ran the risk to fear 
that those who were being lynched by the 
crowd might well be voted back into 
o�ce tomorrow. Political gatherings and 
sit-ins from PTI might help bring 
change in Pakistan, but if the change is to 
be, legitimate, permanent and generally 
accepted then the electorate will 
eventually have to endorse it.

Comparing notes from history, some of 
the most successful transitions to 
democracy did not involve street power 
and sit-ins at all. Chile became a 
democracy because its dictator, Augusto 
Pinochet, decided he would unify with 
opposition and in early 1989, well before 
mass demonstrations in Prague or Berlin, 
Polish opposition leaders sat down at a 
large round table with their former jailers 
and negotiated their way out of 
communism. �ere were no Jirga’s or 
political intermediaries and there was no 
live coverage or busy photographs of 
these transitions, but Chile and Poland 

remain democracies today, not least 
because their new leaders came to power 
without any street power revolutions or 
months long sit-ins.

It would be safe if these kinds of political 
transitions were more common, but not 
every sitting government is willing to 
smooth the path toward change and 
Pakistan may not get that time. It might 
now prove impossible to direct 
Islamabad’s crowd energy into anything 
but self-defence. If we want change, how 
do we keep the crowd focused and 
controlled? For that reason, politicians 
have to be very careful during their 
revolutionary speeches as it is often more 
important than the revolution itself.For 
this is when the emotion and behaviour 
of the crowd has to be controlled and 
channelled immediately and later into 
legitimate expressions rather than 
violence and destruction. In the wake of 
the PTI and PAT revolutionnot 
everybody has found this easy and 
protesters were found unwise, violent and 
di�cult to control at the D-chowk. 

In Islamabad, it is already past time for 
the fatigued and in some cases hired men, 
women and children who have been 

living in the “tent city” in the centre of 
town to pack up. To their credit, many are 
genuinely tied to their belief and cult and 
do understand this very well. One of the 
most positive events in Islamabad last 
week took place not at the barricades, but 
in the gaudy conference room of the �ve 
starshotel where PTI and PAT leaders, 
and members of parliament gathered to 
hear advice from politicians who had 
been o�ered to mediate and also have 
been through equally dramatic 
revolutions during their government. 
PTI leaders told their parliamentary 
colleagues to prepare fundamental 
reforms and to prepare resignation of 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. �e suited 
ministers in the room, none of whom 
looked remotely revolutionary, all asked 
the same kinds of questions. How can 
they agree to make the Prime Minister 
resign because but it holds out the 
promise of a dubious precedent. But to 
achieve this goal, lawyers and a legislative 
process are needed, not “people power.”

�is is not the �rst time that democracy 
in Pakistan is facingan immediate 
military threat, but this particular 
revolutionary movement is poorly 
equipped for that challenge. It has begun 
by people who dream of free fair politics, 
justice and equality but underestimate 
the hand of militarytactics. Islamabad 
sit-insdo have some advantages. Unlike 
the future of so many street revolutions, 
the diverse protesters had made 
government to agree on a few key points: 
the primacy of the �ght against 
corruption, the deregulation of a badly 
run electoral commission, constitutional 
reform that will prevent future leaders 
from grabbing power. If their revolution 
is not immediately undermined by 
military establishment, Pakistanis might 
even wind up for the �rst timewith the 
leaders who are actually interested in the 
fate of the nation and not in their 
personal gain. In the end, PTI and PAT 
success depends partly on the behaviour 
of the establishment and not at all on 
mystical notions of national spirit. Its 
fate will also be determined by the speed 
with which PTI and PAT supporters and 
their leaders can come out of delusion, 
choose rigor over spontaneity and 
analysis over emotions. Imran Khan and 
the crowd had its moment, and that 
moment is quickly fading.
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TI and PAT’s mass 
anti-government protests are 
becoming a regular thing of 
the Islamabad evenings, 

where the barricades remain, mounting a 
shrine to the wake of call. After each 
sunset, protesters trickle through the site, 
giving shoulder to the hundreds and 
thousands who have been standing �rm 
throughout the days of the struggle. 
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portraits of Imran Khan and Dr Tahir ul 
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Children holding little PTI �ags pose for 
photographs in front of the cameras and 
they are for ever smiling with their little 
victory sign �ngers. Despite government 
e�orts to cover up protests, PTI 
protestors got an alternative picture 
forum, Facebook, which remained 
uncensored through the protests, and 
they communicated events to the rest of 
the world by posting videos to YouTube. 
Emboldened by the revolution in Egypt 
and Tunisia, young PTI protesters 
mobilized using social networking sites 
to take to the streets. After two week of 
unrest, federal government ordered to 
shut down the capital’s phone service to 
prevent the protests from gaining 

momentum but that did not stop 
protesters, despite the tear gas and the 
threats of prison.

A successful street revolution, like any 
revolution, is never certain to leave 
anything positive in its aftermath or 
anything at all. We often now learn that 
protests are often associated with 
progress, or at least we assume that big 
crowds are the benign face of social 
change. But street revolutions are not 
always progressive, positive, or even 
important. Some replace a corrupt 
tyranny with violence and a political 
vacuum, which is what,happened in 
Libya. Ukraine’s Orange Revolution of 
2004–2005 produced a new group of 
leaders who turned out to be just as 
incompetent as their predecessors. 
Crowds can be bullying, they can become 
violent, like what was seen in 1979 in 
Tehranor indeed in 1917 in Petrograd 
and they can give rise to extreme 
disruption and unrest.

Stories of those who stood for months in 
the D-Chowk will be told and retold. 
But that doesn’t mean that the protesters 
will necessarily have triumphed. On the 
contrary, protesters are about to learn 

that the excitement of people power mass 
marches, big demonstrations, songs, and 
banners can sometimes be an illusion. 
And sooner or later, the illusion wears o�. 
Once again the gathering at D-Chowk 
in Islamabad may not even represent the 
majority. Because a street revolution 
makes good breaking news, and because 
it provides great photographs, we often 
mistakenly confuse sizeable crowd 
demonstration of street power with 
democracy itself. In fact, the creation of 
democratic institutions like courts, legal 
systems, bills and acts is a long and 
tedious process that �rst requires a fair 
and well prescribed electoral process and 
then formation of parliament and its 
functions.

Governments e�orts earlier this month 
to talk with PTI and PAT represented 
the signi�cant step to date, but the 
agonizing negotiations that led up to that 
moment were hard for outsiders to 
understand and mostlytelegenic. Equally, 
it is a treacherous mistake to believe that 
provoked street power can ever be 
legitimate and long-lasting forreplacing 
the corrupt governments and forcing 
midterm elections. On television, a 

political gathering can loom larger than 
it should. In both �ailand and Turkey, 
whenan educated middle class took 
protests to the streets against 
democratically elected leaders who had 
become growingly corrupt and 
autocratic, they still ran the risk to fear 
that those who were being lynched by the 
crowd might well be voted back into 
o�ce tomorrow. Political gatherings and 
sit-ins from PTI might help bring 
change in Pakistan, but if the change is to 
be, legitimate, permanent and generally 
accepted then the electorate will 
eventually have to endorse it.

Comparing notes from history, some of 
the most successful transitions to 
democracy did not involve street power 
and sit-ins at all. Chile became a 
democracy because its dictator, Augusto 
Pinochet, decided he would unify with 
opposition and in early 1989, well before 
mass demonstrations in Prague or Berlin, 
Polish opposition leaders sat down at a 
large round table with their former jailers 
and negotiated their way out of 
communism. �ere were no Jirga’s or 
political intermediaries and there was no 
live coverage or busy photographs of 
these transitions, but Chile and Poland 

remain democracies today, not least 
because their new leaders came to power 
without any street power revolutions or 
months long sit-ins.

It would be safe if these kinds of political 
transitions were more common, but not 
every sitting government is willing to 
smooth the path toward change and 
Pakistan may not get that time. It might 
now prove impossible to direct 
Islamabad’s crowd energy into anything 
but self-defence. If we want change, how 
do we keep the crowd focused and 
controlled? For that reason, politicians 
have to be very careful during their 
revolutionary speeches as it is often more 
important than the revolution itself.For 
this is when the emotion and behaviour 
of the crowd has to be controlled and 
channelled immediately and later into 
legitimate expressions rather than 
violence and destruction. In the wake of 
the PTI and PAT revolutionnot 
everybody has found this easy and 
protesters were found unwise, violent and 
di�cult to control at the D-chowk. 

In Islamabad, it is already past time for 
the fatigued and in some cases hired men, 
women and children who have been 

living in the “tent city” in the centre of 
town to pack up. To their credit, many are 
genuinely tied to their belief and cult and 
do understand this very well. One of the 
most positive events in Islamabad last 
week took place not at the barricades, but 
in the gaudy conference room of the �ve 
starshotel where PTI and PAT leaders, 
and members of parliament gathered to 
hear advice from politicians who had 
been o�ered to mediate and also have 
been through equally dramatic 
revolutions during their government. 
PTI leaders told their parliamentary 
colleagues to prepare fundamental 
reforms and to prepare resignation of 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. �e suited 
ministers in the room, none of whom 
looked remotely revolutionary, all asked 
the same kinds of questions. How can 
they agree to make the Prime Minister 
resign because but it holds out the 
promise of a dubious precedent. But to 
achieve this goal, lawyers and a legislative 
process are needed, not “people power.”

�is is not the �rst time that democracy 
in Pakistan is facingan immediate 
military threat, but this particular 
revolutionary movement is poorly 
equipped for that challenge. It has begun 
by people who dream of free fair politics, 
justice and equality but underestimate 
the hand of militarytactics. Islamabad 
sit-insdo have some advantages. Unlike 
the future of so many street revolutions, 
the diverse protesters had made 
government to agree on a few key points: 
the primacy of the �ght against 
corruption, the deregulation of a badly 
run electoral commission, constitutional 
reform that will prevent future leaders 
from grabbing power. If their revolution 
is not immediately undermined by 
military establishment, Pakistanis might 
even wind up for the �rst timewith the 
leaders who are actually interested in the 
fate of the nation and not in their 
personal gain. In the end, PTI and PAT 
success depends partly on the behaviour 
of the establishment and not at all on 
mystical notions of national spirit. Its 
fate will also be determined by the speed 
with which PTI and PAT supporters and 
their leaders can come out of delusion, 
choose rigor over spontaneity and 
analysis over emotions. Imran Khan and 
the crowd had its moment, and that 
moment is quickly fading.
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arried as a child bride at age 
12 in rural Pakistan, Ghulam 
Sughra Solangi rose against 
all odds to become a leader 

and voice for oppressed women in her 
community. She is a renowned trailblazer 
for women’s rights and leadership who 
has spent most of her life struggling for 
the rights of marginalized communities 
in rural Sindh. She is the Founder and 
Chief Executive O�cer, Marvi Rural 
Development Organization and she is 
one of the luckiest Pakistani women who 
became �rst Ashoka Fellow in 1999 and 
in 2011 received International Women of 
Courage Award by the US Secretary of 
State, Hillary Rodham Clinton.

EA: Our readers would like to know about 
our early life and how you begin your 
career.

SS: I was born on March 02, 1970 in 
village Muhammad Arab Solangi, Tehsil 
Kotediji Khairpur Mirs, Sindh Pakistan. 
My father Mr. Muhib Ali was the 
Teacher in Government School. In my 
early life I wanted to seek education but 
my wishes never came true because of 
this cultural taboo prevalent in most of 
our villages that females have no need to 
leave the house premises for the sake of 
education. I got married at the age of 12. 
My husband abandoned me when I was 
20, accusing me of being unattractive and 
illiterate.

After my divorce, I had nothing left in 
life but to take care of my two young 
children. After moving back home with 
my parents, I felt rejected and humiliated 
and was near committing suicide, but I 
kept going. I expressed desire to learn, 
but largely due to cultural norms, I was 
discouraged by my brothers. 
Nevertheless, I began studying on my 
own, and eventually, one of my brothers 
came forward and allowed an older 
cousin to help me. Within four years, I 
passed the matriculation exam. Although 
people ridiculed and humiliated me 
when I started studying but I didn't lose 
heart. To support myself and my 
children, I did embroidery until late in 
the evening.

So then I assured myself and my family 
that I want to be on my own and I must 
get aneducation.

In 1989, I became a teacher at the girl's 
primary school in my village. But my 
thirst for education was much bigger 
than that. At the age of 31, without any 
formal schooling, I successfully 
completed Bachelor of Education. So 
from there, work on Marvi Rural 

Development Organization beganas I, 
along with others, started to take baby 
steps for the welfare of rural women, 
making them aware about their 
fundamental rights.  Many objected that, 
even my brothers, but my ambition was 
strong and I wanted to do something for 
humanity.

EA: You have been an advocate of women 
rights for many years – what has been 
your cause of motivation?

SS: Motivation behind my work for 
women is solely because of my bitter past. 
As a matter of fact, bitterness of 
situations can only be felt if one has 
him/her self has tasted or gone through 

it. Likewise, sustainable cure lies in 
proper diagnosis of illness. I have seen 
the cultural conservatism to which the 
women of rural areas are subjected to, 
victimized since ages inthe name of 
oldest traditions like Karo Kari, Early, 
Forced & WataSata marriages, gender 
based violence, feudal lords’ sexual 
exploitation and modern forms of slavery 
sort of miseries which are often left 
unreported & unnoticed. I think that is 
the intrinsic driving force behind my 
work.

EA: Tell us about Marvi Rural 
Development Organization?

SS: Marvi Rural Development 
Organization was established in 1994. 
�e main focus is to create Social and 
economic empowerment of the rural 
women and communities at the 
grassroots level and also to enhance the 
role and socio-economic status of people 
especially women of backward rural 
communities by providing them 
assistance & sustainable prospects. To do 
this, the MRDO organizes workshops, 
seminars, meetings. Public meetings 
attract hundreds of women. MRDO has 
reached 2,87,759 vulnerable women in 
the year 2013 through its technically 
researched and designed projects based 
on the most immediate and relevant 
needs of underserved communities.

EA: What needs to be done in order for 
women and girls to live in a safe world?

SS: In my opinion if everyone among us 
started to think & contribute in person, 
regardless of how littlein his power, he 
should play his part with crystal clear 
intention for betterment of innocent 
women & girls. �ese small 
contributions when combined will result 
major and distinct change around us. 
Additionally women need to be more 
aware of their basic human and legal 
rights. Ignorance from their own rights 
further keeps them disadvantageous and 
therefore tends to be vulnerable in male 
dominant domains.

EA: What are the problems being faced by 
the rural women of Pakistan?

SS: �ere exists victimization against 
rural women which deprives themof 
their rights. Education is a dynamic force 
which could provide those rights to 
women. �e feudal system is responsible 
for the deprivation and atrocities against 
women in rural areas. However media 
has played a positive role for indicating 
honor killing, torture and harassment 
against women. 

I believe that until physical development 
(e.g. roads, electricity, water supply, and 
schools) is accompanied by an attitudinal 
change, the quality of life for women will 
remain unchanged. In rural Pakistan, 
women are unable to derive any bene�t 
from most developments in their 
communities because of customs that 
discriminate between men and women. I 
am enabling young girls to go to school 
and become educated and empowered by 
removing the economic barrier. However, 
things are changing now. �anks to 
awareness campaigns launched by 
di�erent non-pro�t organizations, civil 
society stakeholders the media and 
judiciary. 

EA: After receiving award for courage 
from US and representing Pakistan, what 
change have you made in your society?

SS: It was a really immense pleasure and 
honored feeling for me to represent my 
country’s �ag in US air and soil. I take 
this recognition as the recognition of 
every deprived women and girl of my 
beloved country for playing her own part 
for the betterment of vulnerable women. 
As far as change is concerned, it is a 
continuous and gradual process which 
might take ages. As a matter of fact I 
cannot claim depth and volume of 
change that has resulted from my e�orts 
but I do feel proud.

EA:How do you rate civil society 
organizations, particularly NGOs, in 
promoting the issue of women rights?

SS: Civil society organizations (NGOs) 
are playing the sheet anchor role for the 
elimination of women issues because 
they have practically delivered by 
generating viable results. Yet their 

approach and number with respect to 
prevalence of issues is pretty limited due 
to capacity, budgets, regulatory and 
limited authority. And for this I 
personally urge the state to strengthen 
the civil society’s culture and extend the 
level of trust in them byoverall 
monitoring with consistency and coming 
up with comprehensive policies to 
eradicate women issues.

EA: What is your message to the women of 
Pakistan?

SS:My greatest wish is for women to 
become independent entrepreneurs and 
to earn a living without fear, rural areas 
included. Women make up 52% of the 
nation’s population and it is only fair that 
their employment ratio is increased. 
�ere should also be greater female 
representation in parliament and they 
should be accorded the right to property 
inheritance. Not forgetting that women 
rights issues, education and health are 
other sectors that require continuous 
focus. Women are not an asset, nor are 
they mere human beings. �ey are the 
pride of society. From raising the 
children to educating our youth, they 
carry the largest burden to help us 
comprehend how important life is and 
why it should be preserved for the greater 
good of mankind.

EA:  If given a chance how will you de�ne 
yourself?

SS:A woman who has struggled.
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First Lady Michelle Obama (L) greets Pakistan's Ghulam 
Sughra during the International Women of Courage 

Awards ceremony at the State Department in Washington.
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akistan’s vulnerability to 
climate change is being made 
worse by poor governance and 
the degradation of its natural 
resources, posing risk to the 

food security, health and livelihoods of 
its poorest citizens, climate change 
experts claim.  

“Poverty is a crucial factor in assessing 
vulnerability ... to climate change and 
extreme events,” said Adil Najam, dean 
of Boston University’s Pardee School 
of Global Studies, during a recent 
meeting on implications for Pakistan of 
the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change’s Fifth Assessment 
Report.

He described Pakistan as being highly 
vulnerable to climate change impacts. 
�at is in part because “not only forests 
but also land and water resources are 
degraded,” he said, as well as because of 
governance issues.

According to Najam, addressing 
climate change remains a low priority 
for the Pakistani government and a lack 
of understanding about the country’s 
growing vulnerability, combined with 
inaction and poor policymaking, is 
likely to create problems for its people 
and its economy.

“Unpredictability is the biggest 
challenge of climate change, and the 
poor are at the core of the impacts,” he 

added. Poor people “want to or should 
adapt to climate change” but many lack 
the capacity, he said.

Najam was among a number of 
scientists, climatologists and lead 
authors of the IPCC report at the 
meeting who said that political leaders 
must work to mitigate the negative 
impacts of climate change on societies 
and ecosystems and help communities 
adapt to changing weather patterns.

Koko Warner of the United Nations 
University Institute for Environment 
and Human Security in Germany, 
warned that failure to take action now 
on climate change may limit options 
for developing resilience to the 

problem in the future, and threaten the 
long-term success of sustainable 
development e�orts.

NEED TO MONITOR MONSOONS

Edvin Aldrian, one of the authors of 
the IPCC assessment report, said there 
is a pressing need for an e�ective 
country-wide monsoon monitoring 
system in Pakistan to avoid or reduce 
loss of life and damage to structures 
and the economy, as happened after 
record �ooding in recent years.

Mohsin Iqbal, head of the agriculture 
section of the state-owned Global 
Change Impact Studies Centre in 
Islamabad, said that in Pakistan, as in 
other South Asian countries, climate 
change is expected to lead to declines 
in crop yields, particularly for rice, 
maize, wheat and potatoes.

In addition, �ooding and power supply 
disruptions will badly a�ect things like 
processing, refrigeration, storage and 
transport of food, Iqbal said.

Pakistan gets 60 to 80 percent of its 
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Pakistan needs political
will in face of climate
threats – experts
P

water for crop production from snow 
and ice melt from the 
Hindu-Kush-Himalaya region in the 
country’s north. But faster glacier melt 
and changing rainfall mean rivers may 
carry too much water at some times of 
year and not enough at others.

 “�e large variability of river �ows 
caused by glacier melt will make 
irrigated areas highly vulnerable,” Iqbal 
predicted.

Areas that rely on rain to grow crops 
also will be a�ected by changes in 
rainfall patterns, he said.

Iqbal predicted that rising 
temperatures in Pakistan are likely to 
cause wheat production to fall by 6-8 
percent and rice by 15-20 percent by 
the end of the century.

SEA LEVEL RISE

Ghulam Rasul, a senior weather 
scientist at the Pakistan Meteorological 
Department, said that sea level around 
the world is rising just when most 
deltas in south Asia – including the 
Indus delta in Pakistan’s south – are 
sinking because of groundwater 
extraction, �oodplain engineering and 
the trapping of delta-building 
sediments by dams upstream.

Meanwhile, climate change is already 
impacting human health, said Tauqeer 
Ali Sheikh, head of Leadership for 
Environment and Development  
(LEAD) in Pakistan and the Asia 
regional director of the Climate and 
Development Knowledge Network, 
which organised the Islamabad 
meeting with the IPCC and the 
Pakistani government.

Dengue and Japanese encephalitis 
outbreaks in Pakistan already have been 
linked to changing temperature and 
rainfall patterns, he said, quoting from 
the IPCC’s report.

Iqbal said prompt action is needed to 
address the threats, before they grow 
worse. E�ective action, he said, 
depends on “coordinating long-term 
e�orts among inter-related 
government departments like 
agriculture, water and power, food 
security, irrigation and health.”
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for developing resilience to the 

problem in the future, and threaten the 
long-term success of sustainable 
development e�orts.

NEED TO MONITOR MONSOONS

Edvin Aldrian, one of the authors of 
the IPCC assessment report, said there 
is a pressing need for an e�ective 
country-wide monsoon monitoring 
system in Pakistan to avoid or reduce 
loss of life and damage to structures 
and the economy, as happened after 
record �ooding in recent years.

Mohsin Iqbal, head of the agriculture 
section of the state-owned Global 
Change Impact Studies Centre in 
Islamabad, said that in Pakistan, as in 
other South Asian countries, climate 
change is expected to lead to declines 
in crop yields, particularly for rice, 
maize, wheat and potatoes.

In addition, �ooding and power supply 
disruptions will badly a�ect things like 
processing, refrigeration, storage and 
transport of food, Iqbal said.

Pakistan gets 60 to 80 percent of its 
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water for crop production from snow 
and ice melt from the 
Hindu-Kush-Himalaya region in the 
country’s north. But faster glacier melt 
and changing rainfall mean rivers may 
carry too much water at some times of 
year and not enough at others.

 “�e large variability of river �ows 
caused by glacier melt will make 
irrigated areas highly vulnerable,” Iqbal 
predicted.

Areas that rely on rain to grow crops 
also will be a�ected by changes in 
rainfall patterns, he said.

Iqbal predicted that rising 
temperatures in Pakistan are likely to 
cause wheat production to fall by 6-8 
percent and rice by 15-20 percent by 
the end of the century.

SEA LEVEL RISE

Ghulam Rasul, a senior weather 
scientist at the Pakistan Meteorological 
Department, said that sea level around 
the world is rising just when most 
deltas in south Asia – including the 
Indus delta in Pakistan’s south – are 
sinking because of groundwater 
extraction, �oodplain engineering and 
the trapping of delta-building 
sediments by dams upstream.

Meanwhile, climate change is already 
impacting human health, said Tauqeer 
Ali Sheikh, head of Leadership for 
Environment and Development  
(LEAD) in Pakistan and the Asia 
regional director of the Climate and 
Development Knowledge Network, 
which organised the Islamabad 
meeting with the IPCC and the 
Pakistani government.

Dengue and Japanese encephalitis 
outbreaks in Pakistan already have been 
linked to changing temperature and 
rainfall patterns, he said, quoting from 
the IPCC’s report.

Iqbal said prompt action is needed to 
address the threats, before they grow 
worse. E�ective action, he said, 
depends on “coordinating long-term 
e�orts among inter-related 
government departments like 
agriculture, water and power, food 
security, irrigation and health.”

Saleem Shaikh
is a climate change and 

development science correspondent, 
based in Islamabad, Pakistan. 



akistan has failed to 
implement a national plan to 
cope with climate 
change-induced natural 

disasters, experts say, leaving the country 
struggling to cope with its fourth major 
�oods in �ve years.

Framed at a meeting of the National 
Disaster Management Commission 
(NDMC) in 2012, the ambitious 10-year 
blueprint for dealing with disasters has 
yet to be approved. For, the commission 
has not met since. 

�e commission, chaired by the prime 
minister and made up of key government 
o�cials, was established to come up with 
a National Disaster Management Plan 
(NDMP). �e plan the group produced 
spells out measures to improve the 
country’s ability to weather natural 
disasters, including �oods.

But “the (plan) has not been rati�ed 
because an NDMC meeting has not been 
called by the prime minister due to his 
being over-engaged with political a�airs, 
the deepening energy crisis and the terror 
wave which continues to a�ict the 
country,” said Ahmed Kamal, a 
spokesperson for the National Disaster 
Management Authority.

�at does not mean the rati�cation of the 
disaster management plan is not on the 
prime minister’s priority list, he added, 
though he declined to give a timeframe 
for its approval.

According to the 2010 National Disaster 
Management Act, the commission is 
charged with meeting when needed, and 
at a time and place the chairperson 
decides. �e commission has 
responsibility for creating policies, plans 
and guidelines for disaster management 
in the country, according to the law. 

A former secretary of the Federal 
Climate Change Division, said the lack 
of progress on the plan indicated the 
government was not taking disaster 
management – or the need to boost 
Pakistan’s resilience to climate change 
impacts – seriously enough.

“Whatever plans are implemented for 
achieving socioeconomic development 
goals will go down the drain,” he warned. 
“Poverty, hunger, malnutrition and 
economic crises will deepen further if the 
government fails to prepare the country 
for climate change-induced natural 
disasters.”

Bureaucratic Obstacles 
Shakeel Ahmed Ramay, a climate change 
policy expert at the Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute, an 
Islamabad-based think tank, said it was 
time both the National Disaster 
Management Commission and the 

National Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA), whose o�cials also 
sit on the commission, “arose from their 
slumber and played their due role”.

�e NDMA and the Federal Flood 
Commission are the two main 
government bodies tasked with tackling 
�oods across the country. But their 
performance is hampered by severe 
shortages of �nancial and human 
resources, experts say.

According to former NDMA chairman, 
Zafar Iqbal, high-level managers at the 
authority are usually bureaucrats rather 
than technical experts, and “the technical 
know-how of bureaucrats is narrow,” he 
charged. “�ey are unable to hammer out 
plans and policies, and implement them.” 

Nonetheless, the NDMA has drawn up 
many policy documents and action plans, 
including a Monsoon Contingency Plan 

intended to help the country cope with 
regular �ooding caused by monsoon 
rains. 

In September, Pakistan experienced its 
fourth major �oods in the last �ve years. 
�e latest disaster, which has a�ected 
more than 1.7 million people, brings into 
doubt the e�ectiveness of the NDMA’s 

OCTOBER 2014 30 w w w . e c o n o m i c a � a i r s . c o m . p k

ENVIRONMENT

P

Pakistan’s vulnerability deepens
amid disregard for 

disaster and climate policies

monsoon plan, experts said. 

Around 359 people have been killed and 
646 people injured, according to NDMA 
data released on Sept. 27. More than 
4,000 villages and over 2.4 million acres 
of land (more than 971,000 hectares) 
across the country have been a�ected, it 
showed. 

No Action On Flood Warnings
�e meteorological department did 
forecast erratic, heavy rains for the 
country’s northeast in late August. But 
the government, including the �ood 
commission and the NDMA, did not 
prepare adequately, charged Arif 
Mahmood, former director general of the 
Pakistan Meteorological Department 
(PMD).

Muhammad Riaz, chief meteorologist at 
the PMD, said the forecasts were 
conveyed to the national, provincial and 
district management authorities, the 
Federal Water and Power Ministry, the 
Federal Flood Commission and other 
relevant departments. 

Riaz said urban �ooding was also 
predicted in the event of heavy rains, 
particularly in Lahore, Gujranwala and 
Rawalpindi in northern Punjab province.

In a monsoon update issued on Aug. 6 for 
August and September, PMD 
Director-General, Hazrat Mir wrote that 
the monsoon rains were “likely to remain 
by and large normal” but with a few 
extreme rainfall events between 
mid-August and mid-September.

“�e government authorities’ poor 
response and neglectful attitude towards 
such timely warnings has cost the country 
heavily, leaving hundreds of people dead 
or injured, and standing crops and public 
infrastructure devastated,” charged 
Jawaid Ali, former director-general of the 

federal climate change division. 

He expressed concern about the present 
government’s lack of implementation of 
Pakistan’s National Climate Change 
Policy, approved in 2011, blaming this on 
a lack of political will and funding amid 
the country’s worsening political 
instability and �nancial problems. 

�e main thrust of the climate change 
policy is to minimise risks from an 
expected increase in the frequency and 
intensity of extreme events, including 
cloudbursts, tropical storms and 
droughts. “If the policy is implemented in 
letter and spirit, it can undoubtedly help 
improve the country’s resilience against 
natural disasters, particularly �oods,” said 
Qamar-uz-Zaman, author of the policy 
and former Asia regional head for the 
World Meteorological Organisation.



Sughra Tunio
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struggling to cope with its fourth major 
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Framed at a meeting of the National 
Disaster Management Commission 
(NDMC) in 2012, the ambitious 10-year 
blueprint for dealing with disasters has 
yet to be approved. For, the commission 
has not met since. 

�e commission, chaired by the prime 
minister and made up of key government 
o�cials, was established to come up with 
a National Disaster Management Plan 
(NDMP). �e plan the group produced 
spells out measures to improve the 
country’s ability to weather natural 
disasters, including �oods.

But “the (plan) has not been rati�ed 
because an NDMC meeting has not been 
called by the prime minister due to his 
being over-engaged with political a�airs, 
the deepening energy crisis and the terror 
wave which continues to a�ict the 
country,” said Ahmed Kamal, a 
spokesperson for the National Disaster 
Management Authority.

�at does not mean the rati�cation of the 
disaster management plan is not on the 
prime minister’s priority list, he added, 
though he declined to give a timeframe 
for its approval.

According to the 2010 National Disaster 
Management Act, the commission is 
charged with meeting when needed, and 
at a time and place the chairperson 
decides. �e commission has 
responsibility for creating policies, plans 
and guidelines for disaster management 
in the country, according to the law. 

A former secretary of the Federal 
Climate Change Division, said the lack 
of progress on the plan indicated the 
government was not taking disaster 
management – or the need to boost 
Pakistan’s resilience to climate change 
impacts – seriously enough.

“Whatever plans are implemented for 
achieving socioeconomic development 
goals will go down the drain,” he warned. 
“Poverty, hunger, malnutrition and 
economic crises will deepen further if the 
government fails to prepare the country 
for climate change-induced natural 
disasters.”

Bureaucratic Obstacles 
Shakeel Ahmed Ramay, a climate change 
policy expert at the Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute, an 
Islamabad-based think tank, said it was 
time both the National Disaster 
Management Commission and the 

National Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA), whose o�cials also 
sit on the commission, “arose from their 
slumber and played their due role”.

�e NDMA and the Federal Flood 
Commission are the two main 
government bodies tasked with tackling 
�oods across the country. But their 
performance is hampered by severe 
shortages of �nancial and human 
resources, experts say.

According to former NDMA chairman, 
Zafar Iqbal, high-level managers at the 
authority are usually bureaucrats rather 
than technical experts, and “the technical 
know-how of bureaucrats is narrow,” he 
charged. “�ey are unable to hammer out 
plans and policies, and implement them.” 

Nonetheless, the NDMA has drawn up 
many policy documents and action plans, 
including a Monsoon Contingency Plan 

intended to help the country cope with 
regular �ooding caused by monsoon 
rains. 

In September, Pakistan experienced its 
fourth major �oods in the last �ve years. 
�e latest disaster, which has a�ected 
more than 1.7 million people, brings into 
doubt the e�ectiveness of the NDMA’s 
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monsoon plan, experts said. 

Around 359 people have been killed and 
646 people injured, according to NDMA 
data released on Sept. 27. More than 
4,000 villages and over 2.4 million acres 
of land (more than 971,000 hectares) 
across the country have been a�ected, it 
showed. 

No Action On Flood Warnings
�e meteorological department did 
forecast erratic, heavy rains for the 
country’s northeast in late August. But 
the government, including the �ood 
commission and the NDMA, did not 
prepare adequately, charged Arif 
Mahmood, former director general of the 
Pakistan Meteorological Department 
(PMD).

Muhammad Riaz, chief meteorologist at 
the PMD, said the forecasts were 
conveyed to the national, provincial and 
district management authorities, the 
Federal Water and Power Ministry, the 
Federal Flood Commission and other 
relevant departments. 

Riaz said urban �ooding was also 
predicted in the event of heavy rains, 
particularly in Lahore, Gujranwala and 
Rawalpindi in northern Punjab province.

In a monsoon update issued on Aug. 6 for 
August and September, PMD 
Director-General, Hazrat Mir wrote that 
the monsoon rains were “likely to remain 
by and large normal” but with a few 
extreme rainfall events between 
mid-August and mid-September.

“�e government authorities’ poor 
response and neglectful attitude towards 
such timely warnings has cost the country 
heavily, leaving hundreds of people dead 
or injured, and standing crops and public 
infrastructure devastated,” charged 
Jawaid Ali, former director-general of the 

federal climate change division. 

He expressed concern about the present 
government’s lack of implementation of 
Pakistan’s National Climate Change 
Policy, approved in 2011, blaming this on 
a lack of political will and funding amid 
the country’s worsening political 
instability and �nancial problems. 

�e main thrust of the climate change 
policy is to minimise risks from an 
expected increase in the frequency and 
intensity of extreme events, including 
cloudbursts, tropical storms and 
droughts. “If the policy is implemented in 
letter and spirit, it can undoubtedly help 
improve the country’s resilience against 
natural disasters, particularly �oods,” said 
Qamar-uz-Zaman, author of the policy 
and former Asia regional head for the 
World Meteorological Organisation.

Questions raised about planning as
�oods again swamp Pakistan



he important role played by 
religious minorities in the 
creation and development of 
Pakistan was recalled by the 

participants of seminar organized by 
the Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI).

Speaking at the seminar titled ‘Role of 
Minorities in Nation-building’, 
Romaina Khurshid, MNA from the 
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz, said 
that legislation must be drafted to put a 
stop to the practices of forced religious 
conversion and forced marriages of 
girls belonging to minority 
communities. “Minorities made 
important contributions for the 
creation of Pakistan and have a right to 
practice their religion,” she said.

She expressed concern over reported 
cases in which girls as young as 16 and 
17 years of age were forced into 
marriages to Muslims and converted 
against their will.

She quoted from a press conference by 
the Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali 
Jinnah held on November 14, 1946 
where he said: “I am not �ghting for 
Muslims, believe me, when I demand 
Pakistan.”

�e role of minorities in Pakistan’s 
creation and development is 
undeniable

“Non-Muslims played their role in the 
development of the country but their 
services are hardly recognised. Lahore 
is part of Pakistan because three 
Christian members of the Punjab 
Assembly, in 1947, polled their decisive 
votes in favour of Pakistan,” she said.

Romaina Khurshid reminded the 
audience that education is another 
major area in which minorities have 
made signi�cant contribution. Right 
after Pakistan came into being, 

Quaid-e-Azam requested the Parsee 
community to allow Muslim children 
to be admitted to their schools. Since 
then Muslims have studied in Parsee 
institutions.

“Eminent leaders of Pakistan including 
Quaid-e-Azam, Liaquat Ali Khan, 
Zul�kar Ali Bhutto, Zia-ul-Haq, 
Benazir Bhutto, Nawaz Sharif and 
General Pervez Musharraf got their 
education from missionary schools,” 
she added.

She said that Hindu community has 
also made contributions to health and 
education. Ganga Ram Hospital and 
Dyal Singh College are some examples 
from Punjab.

Prominent writer Ahmed Salim 
speaking at the event said that our 
textbooks didn’t recognise the services 
of minorities. “Non-Muslims are four 
to �ve per cent of the population but 
their role in the development of the 
country is enormous. Now minorities 
complain of forced conversions and 
marriages,” he said.

Mr. Salim criticised the role of political 
parties who don’t give general 
membership to non-Muslims but have 
created minority wings.

“Extra points are given to 
Ha�z-e-Quran in appointments and 
admissions to di�erent departments 
and institutions, but the same is not 
done for non-Muslims if they know 
some chapters of their religious book. 
�is practice a�ects merit,” he said.

SDPI Executive Director, Dr Abid 
Suleri, underscored the importance of 
minority rights. “If minorities in 
Pakistan are not being treated well, 
how can we expect Muslims in other 
countries to be treated equally?” he 
said.

Mr. Suleri said that with the support of 
his organization, a ‘Parliamentary 
Non-Muslim Caucus’ has been 
established to strengthen the role of 
non-Muslim parliamentarians. “�is 
platform can be used to take collective 
decisions,” he said….. EA Report
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FTER a long time, cash is 
again the king. Corporates 
and high net-worth 
individuals are sitting on 

piles of cash, wondering how to put all the 
surplus money to pro�table use.  �e 
economy is indeed �ush with liquidity,” a 
senior economist associated with a foreign 
bank agreed. �e State Bank of Pakistan’s 
recently released report, giving data for 
two-and-a-half months of the current 
�scal year ( July to mid-September) 
revealed that the private sector had retired 
debt instead of borrowing; the net 
borrowing by the sector during the period 
was negative Rs74bn. Professor M.A 
Jabbar, who teaches economics at a local 
business school, pointed out that a glance 
at the balance sheets of big companies 
would show a sizeable increase in ‘current 
assets’ that are easily convertible into cash. 

He identi�ed three sources that have 
enriched corporates and individuals alike. 
�e �rst is the booming stock market, 
which has multiplied investors’ wealth by 
giving out a huge return of over 120pc in 
less than three years. �e second is the 
steady growth of 15-20pc in corporate 
pro�tability, and the last is the 
rejuvenation in the upscale property 
market. �e corporate sector is raking in 
cash due to higher earnings. According to 
the last economic survey, 15 blue chip 
companies had earned a cumulative 
pro�t-after-tax of Rs286bn in ten months 
of FY14 Large-scale construction activity, 
mainly in major cities — manifested by 
the demand and earnings growth of 
cement companies — is all too clear. Yet 
big and mighty property investors prefer 
to take money out into projects in 
adjoining countries. Dubai has again 
emerged as the favourite destination. 

In the last 18 months, Pakistani investors 
have invested a whopping $2.6bn in the 
property market in the UAE; 90pc of it in 
Dubai,” says Muhammad Azam Khan, a 
stock broker and CEO of Sunrise Capital. 
He was a member of a delegation that 
recently visited Dubai. He stressed that all 
that money is recorded with the Dubai 
Chamber of Commerce and went 
through the central bank of Dubai.  Azam 
believes, and several others agree, that 
according to the standard, three times that 

sum — or over $7bn (Rs700bn) — went 
to the Dubai market through irregular 
routes like hundi in just a year-and-a-half. 
Interestingly, the Pakistani investors are 
putting their money in green�eld projects 
like villas, which the constructors promise 
to deliver no earlier than 2017-18. 

Pakistanis are the third-biggest investors 
in the Dubai property market, after 
Americans and Indians,” a property dealer 
con�rmed. However, no one wanted to 
name the biggest local investors in Dubai 

as they think it could hurt their local 
business interests.  Besides property, 
around 6,000 Pakistani companies 
operating in various industrial ventures in 
the Emirates are registered with the 
Dubai Chamber of Commerce. “More 
than return, it is the lack of con�dence in 
the country’s economy which is chasing all 
that money out of Pakistan,” says another 
member of the delegation.

�e country’s corporate sector is raking in 
cash due to higher earnings. According to 
the last economic survey, 15 blue chip 
companies had earned a colossal 
cumulative pro�t-after-tax of Rs286bn in 
ten months of FY14.  Corporates are 
investing mainly in consumer goods and 
the energy sector. Pro�tability of the 
cement sector for FY14 has improved by 
10pc year-on-year due to a 7pc hike in 
prices. Combined earnings of cement 
companies rose to Rs31.5bn, from 
Rs28.6bn in FY13. Lucky Cement has 

announced an equity investment of 
Rs27bn in its wholly owned 660MW 
coal-based power project in Karachi. Its 
main rival, DG Khan Cement, would 
invest Rs3bn in associated companies — 
Nishat Paper Products, Nishat Dairy and 
Nishat Hotels and Properties.  Other 
corporates are using money for their own 
interests. �e Fauji Group, through 
FaujiFertiliser and FaujiFertiliser Bin 
Qasim, is venturing into the food business, 
including the ‘halal’ meat segment in 
foreign markets. FaujiFertiliser Company, 
44pc owned by the Army Foundation, 
plans to set up a $1.25bn fertiliser plant in 
Africa in collaboration with a consortium. 

Packages Ltd, the �agship company of the 
Syed Babar Ali Group, has resolved to 
develop a real estate project in Lahore 
through its 100pc owned subsidiary. 
Attock Cement Pakistan has signed a 
joint venture agreement for the 
installation of a 3,000-tonne per day 

cement grinding plant in Basra, Iraq, at a 
cost of $35m.  International Industries, 
which claims to be the country’s largest 
steel pipe exporter, has announced its 
intention to establish a wholly owned 
subsidiary in Melbourne, Australia, with 
paid-up capital of AUD100,000. 

�al Limited, a listed company in the fold 
of the House of Habib, has proposed to 
acquire strategic interest of over 10pc in 
the Sindh Engro Coal Minining 
Company Limited by contributing $30m 
to the equity. �is April, IGI Insurance 
paid Rs732m for the acquisition of 
American Life Insurance Company.  Even 
K-Electric plans to invest $350m to 
improve its transmission and distribution 
network. And the celebrated sale of 
Lafarge Cement Company concluded on 
July 25 when Bestway Cement Limited 
paid $218m for a controlling 75.86pc 
stake to Lafarge’s French parent, Sa�mo 
SAS.

A

By: Dilawar Hussain

Corporates �ush
with cash



healthy mind is found in a 
healthy body’ is a 
conventionally held statement 
that has been culturally 

communicated to most of us. However, 
owing to commercialization of life-styles 
and even sports, a very few can a�ord to 
spare time to indulge in, at least, 
conventional sports such as hockey, 
cricket and football. Generally, from 
school to university level, students – the 
best of the youth- were institutionally 
engaged in such healthy and productive 
activities. �ose golden days, I must sadly 
say, are over. �ese days, the sports 
situation is so pathetic in Pakistan that 
even our culturally rich-in-sports 
educational institutions no longer o�er 
much to the youth. Hence, the latter’s 
(over-)interest in online applications, of 
which online-games is a part, should not 
surprise us. 

Keeping in mind the above, this writer 
along with his teacher and fellow students 
(Dr. Ejaz Hussain, Ms. Samina, Mr. Saqib 
and Mr. Tauseef ) has established an 
Adventure Club at Iqra University to 
provide modern sports platform to our 
students in particular and the youth in 
general. To transform our idea to explore 
Pakistan, on one beautiful Saturday 
morning, we set out for a thrill seeking 
adventure called paragliding, cli� diving 
and jet skiing. 

�e day started just like any other 
summer day with the sun scorching even 
at 8 am , the time when all participants 
were supposed to reach the university for 
the brie�ng on the events of the day. From 
Islamabad, it was almost one hour drive to 
Khanpur. I must admit while driving 
there many of the things that came across 
my mind, but one stood out: as soon as 
one gets out of the city limits, one gets 
overtaken by the feeling of freedom- and 
it gets even better when one starts seeing 
beautiful landscapes and rural people 
living amongst themselves that gives rise 
to another aspect that people living there 
are also part of our country. 

Having made to Khanpur (K-P) after 
driving on a bumpy road from Taxila 
onwards, one cannot help but feel sorry 
for provincial and local, if any, 
government. It lacks basic infrastructure. 
With little investments, I am sure, this 
place, Khanpur, can be a tourist 
heaven-and a constant source of 

economic output. But surprisingly, despite 
poor facilities, l saw people from all major 
surrounding cities and towns coming here 
in summers to cool o� at the dam, and in 
winters, to enjoy the citrus fruit of the red 
blood kind - oranges. 

In the midst of all this thought 
processing, we reached a nearby locality 
where we met the team of professionals 
that were responsible for our safety in that 
paragliding event. �ere was a local 
“dhabbha” where most participants helped 
themselves to parathas and doodhpatti. 
�ough the standard of hygiene is to be 
compromised, indeed, if one takes it as 
part of the adventure.

Having successfully done with 
paragliding for four hours,  we packed up 
and headed for the next bit of our trip that 
was the resort where we were to be o�ered 
a meal and refreshments. Upon our arrival 
back in Khanpur we came across a 
beautiful landscape which was 
surrounded by hills and blue water, 
amazing I must say. �e resort was named 
“Gandhara” after the old civilization that 
dwelled in these areas a long ago.

�is is the bit where it really got exciting. 
�e majority was interested in both the 
activities so the preparation started 
accordingly. Life jackets were compulsory 
to avoid any mishaps and, to my surprise, 
the boat men were very capable life guards 

as well. Slowly, we made our way to the 
cli� that I must say was ca.30 feet height. 
Many mustered up the courage to go �rst 
but eventually a few, which included our 
women, tried a proper jump. On a hot 
summer day, it was a great feeling to stay 
in deep blue water. After getting back to 
the resort, we ended our adventure with 
the jet skiing. Interestingly, a couple of 
female students took a solo drive- 
‘amazing’, everybody nodded.

Last but not the least, what can be 
generalized from the aforementioned 
experience is that Pakistani students and 
its youth is quite capable to engage 
themselves in even adventurous modern 
sports. However, the governments at all 
levels must invest in infrastructure 
especially in natural resorts such as 
Khanpur. Given our experience of travel 
and stay at the latter, it would have been 
much better hand Imran Khan-led K-P 
government thought of improving road 
conditions, constructing subsidized 
resorts, regulating prices and maintaining 
law and order at least in such naturally 
and culturally rich places that may attract 
foreign tourists too.

OCTOBER 2014 34 w w w . e c o n o m i c a � a i r s . c o m . p k

LITERATURE

Let’s have an adventure
A

Jehanzaib Malik
The writer is a student of M. Phil 
International Relations at Iqra 

University Islamabad.



By: Afrah Jamal

OCTOBER 201435w w w . e c o n o m i c a � a i r s . c o m . p k

EVENT

National Foundation
Day of the

Republic of Korea

Deputy High Commisioner (UK)
Gillian Atkinson

Mr. Lee Chang Hee Korean CG

Lee Chang-hee (L) with Manzoor Wasan, Senior Minister Govt of Sindh

Wife of Korean Consul General
Lee Chang-hee (L)
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Ladiesfund 5th Entrepreneur
Conference held

at Marriott Karachi by
Dawood Global Foundatio

(President Tara Uzra Dawood)

Brazilian Documantary Filmmaker Lara Lee (C) Bina Ali (R) Samina Baig & Mirza Baig (L)

Gillian Atkinson (L pro�le) Tara Uzra Dawood (L)
Shirin Naqvi (School of Leadership) (C) Lara Lee (R)

Turkish Counsel G

Senator Rukhsana Zuberi (L), with Dr Hum Baqai, Saira Shahid
GP Head HR Allied Bank,, Asma Yusuf Manager Learning Unilever

Tara Uzra Dawood
President LADIESFUND Zahid Mubarik CEO HR Metric



OCTOBER 201437w w w . e c o n o m i c a � a i r s . c o m . p k

EVENT

amsung is the global technology leader in 
electronics, telecommunications and Convergence 
technologies. As a leading corporate citizen of 
Pakistan, this socially responsible enterprise has 

initiated a generous �ood-relief and rehabilitation response to 
meet the needs of the �ood victims all over the country. To 
initiate the relief activities, Samsung donated Rs. 5 million 
worth of Food items, comprising of 1722 bags to be delivered 
to thousands of unfortunate families left homeless due to the 
catastrophic �oods all over Pakistan.

Samsung has already dispatched 8 trucks loaded with food 
items, to the various �ood a�ected locations of Punjab. �ese 
supplies should be su�cient to provide 3 time meals for the 
targeted families for the next 15 to 20 days. �e dispatch 
ceremony of these trucks carrying relief goods was personally 
attended by the Managing Director of Samsung in Pakistan - 
John Park, who was accompanied by the Head of Corporate 
Marketing - Saad ul Hasan and the Retail Manager - Salman 

Samsung donates Rs. 5 Million worth
of food supplies for �ood victims

S Vaqar.

�e MD of Samsung Pakistan stated that; "Samsung takes its 
social responsibilities very seriously, as we believe that the 
wellbeing of our society brings long term progress in the 
country. We can never claim to be the best enterprise in the 
world, unless we remain at the forefront of Social Development 
and humanitarian initiatives. We also plan to continue with a 
broader �ood-response plan, and stand shoulder to shoulder 
with the unfortunate �ood victims, who have lost their 
livelihood and assets."

Being a global enterprise, Samsung has always proven its 
humanitarian spirit, by launching generous responses to natural 
calamities, occurring in the countries where Samsung operates. 
In the aftermath of the current �oods, every member of the 
society must contribute towards reducing the impact of the 
devastation and severe damage caused to the Agriculture, roads 
network and infrastructure, due to the torrential rains and canal 
breaches.  










