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Balochistan is still in the horticultural and pastoral age. 
Balochistan’s physical and social infrastructure 

development has remained frozen in time. Vast areas of the 
province are without roads, electricity, water supply or any 

kind of employment opportunities. 

BALOCHISTAN
designs its development vision







ecently, the Balochistan Chief Minister, Dr Abdul Malik, warned that 
any e�ort to roll back 18th constitutional amendment would be 
opposed as any such move would cause resentment in the provinces. 
He also warned that such e�orts would also be harmful for the 

federation.  

�e provincial autonomy enshrined in the 18 amendment give the people of 
Balochistan a hope and resolves to ensure development and prosperity. It is 
unfortunate that the government of Balochistan and political leaders of the 
province are still getting negative vibes from the federal government. �ey believe 
that the establishment might be plotting a conspiracy to reverse the 18th 
amendment. �ey argue that under the garb of agitation against electoral fraud, 
the PML N government is being pressurized to roll back the 18th amendment in 
phases. Any e�ort to roll back 18th amendment will have a long lasting and bad 
impact as all political parties is Balochistan are united in favor of the18th 
amendment.

�e 18thamendment is the most signi�cant measure, after the  1919 Government 
of India Act 1919. (It  was an act of the Briitish Parliament aimed at expanding 
participation of Indians in the government of India. �e act embodied the 
reforms recommended in the report of the Secretary of State for India, Edwin 
Montagu, and the Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford). After the 18th amendment, 
Pakistan’s centralized federation devolved signi�cantly, and now, the federation is 
more decentralized as compare to the federations of India and Germany. �ere is 
no doubt that the  18th amendment is a result of a long struggle waged by 
political parties that wanted  decentralization of power and provincial autonomy. 

�e federal government should take care that there should be no encroachments 
on the 18th amendment and take steps to remove the fear that the 18th 
amendment might be repealed. 

�e people of Balochistan are already concerned about their role and participation 
in the federation. Balochistan has only 17 seats in the National Assembly and the 
people of the province feel marginalized. 

Due to a small  number of seats in the National Assembly and ine�ective 
representation in the state structure, any political party from Balochistan cannot 
think of forming its government in Islamabad. �ey cannot make or enforce law 
in their favour as they can never have the  majority in the parliament. Currently, 
only one member of the federal cabinet belongs to Balochistan. 

�ere are secessionist elements in Balochistan, who are exploiting these facts in 
their favor. It’s the responsibility of the federal government to take steps to 
eliminate the sense of deprivation and ensure maximum provincial autonomy.  

�e federal government has established a heath in commission in Islamabad 
under a federal minister. Also, the Higher Education Commission recently sent a 
letter to universities, instructing them to follow their guidelines while preparing 
curriculums. Such practices are against the sprint of provincial autonomy, which 
the 18th amendment ensured. Instead, the federal government should adopt 
measures to build the capacity of institutions in provinces to secure their new 
domains. �e provinces should let districts enjoy the fruit of autonomy. 

Balochistan needs support from the incumbent federal government to settle all 
issues faced by the province. It also deserves support of the establishment and 
bureaucracy and as without their assistance, no development can take place in 
Balochistan. �e province is also badly hit by terrorism and federal government 
should also spend funds from the Coalition Support Program funds for 
infrastructure development there. 

�e provincial governments also need to take full ownership of the 18th 
amendment and the masses should made aware of this quiet revolution. 
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they induce to point �nger at any third 
force. 

Border con�ict is another major issue. 
�ere are number of intelligence 
agencies including RAW, CIA, Mosad, 
KBG, M5 and ISI and many terrorist 
groups which are operating across 
Pak-Afghan border.   

Iran accused that Jindollahgroup is 
under protection in Pakistan and 
pursuing government of Pakistan to 
operate against its people. A number of 
times, Iranian border forces cross into 
Pakistani territories in ‘Mashkee’ area 
for intelligence and also took action 
against Jandollah people. 
Sometime,during such in�ltration, 
Pakistan’s Frontier Constabulary kills 
Iranian soldiers, this damages relation 
between the two counties.While, 
Pakistan’s intelligence agencies accuse 
Iran for supporting the Baloch 
Liberation Force (BLF) in areas near 
Makran coast.

Khusdardistrict that was considered a 
peaceful area, but law and order situation 
is getting worst there. Recently, media 
persons in Khusdarcity refused to attend 
a press conference of the city Deputy 
Commissioner, as they were afraid of 
criminal groups involved in kidnapping 
for ransom. �e Khusdar press club is 
closed from several months. 

�e Hindu community in Khusdar is 
forced to migrate to Sindh as criminal 
groups have started receiving tax from 
them. Unlike past practice, they have 
nominated a Hindu person in their all 
localities to collect forced tax ( Jazia) 

from all houses. Every weak, they gang 
people come to collected their money. 

JhallMagssi is an area where Sindhi 
speaking Baloch tribes lives. �eseare 
peace loving people and were never into 
radical thing. According to locals, a 
religious group 
‘AhleSunnatwalJamaat’has started 
getting holdof these areas. �ey are 
constructing new mosques are being and 
increasing their in�uence. Police say, it is 
being done through planning as they 
planned to counter Shia majority in 
these areas. Shia communities in 
Khusdar,Sibiand Much are being 
depreciated. Ziareen can't travel safely in 
these areas. It’s a new technique to move 
shia population to other areas. 

Alarming situation is in Panjgoor, where 
private schools were forcefully closed by 

a militant group named Al-Faran’. �e 
group is of view that girls should not be 
allowed to go into private school as 
private schools teach western teaching. 
Al-Faran is a new organization; its men 
come on bicycle during day hours, open 
gunshots and threat teachers and parents 
to kill.

Balochistan is the �rst province who 
organized local bodieselections on the 
instructions of Supreme Court of 
Pakistan. But, people do not come out to 
poll their votes due to the fear of 
militants in the districts of Makran and 
Ovran. Vote turnover remained high in 
areas like DeraBhugti where military 
has its control and it was low in areas 
where militant groups have their 
in�uence. 

Signs of improvement in law and order 
seen during last one year as army has 
initiated intelligence based operation. 
Army units act when received info about 
presence of any terrorist or militant 
elements. However, the sectarian 
elements are still safe.

�e political leadership in Islamabad 
and province need to know that 
development may come with 
inequalities but depression come equally 
on all. One day, the federation would 
have to give rights to Baloch people.
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he people of Baluchistan are 
consciousenough to know 
that peace is not possible 
without education and 

development. �e people of Balochistan 
want serious e�orts from their 
representatives and government to �nd 
solutionsfor their issues. �ey realize 
that the rich natural resources of their 
province can play a signi�cant role in the 
development and prosperity of their 
people. 

�ere is a sense of deprivation in the 
people of Balochistan. Because, they 
believe that the federal government 
always took unilaterally decisions and 
don’t take the provincial government in 
con�dence while making major decision, 
related to the future and fate of their 
province. 

�e article 158 of the constitution says 
that the ownership of natural resources 
belongs to provinces and the province 
shall have priority right to use its 
resources. Under the article 172 of 
constitution, federal government and 
provincial governments would be the 
signatory of any exploration of mines 
and minerals. Recently, the federal 
ministry of petroleum and natural 
resources, announced auction of 50 
blocks in Sindh and Balochistan for oil 
and gas exploration, which is contrary to 
the provisions of 18th amendment. �is 
announcement gives created negative 
vibes in Balochistan. 

Federal government also agreed to grant 
50 percent share in the oil and gas 
exploration and following 18th 
amendment there should not be any 
unilateral agreement by the federal 
government. 

Also, the Balochistan producedthe �rst 
gas well in 1952, but the most of areas in 
this ill-fated province are still deprived 
of gas facility i.ethe whole ZoobDivision 
do not have the facility of natural gas. 

In electricity, Balochistan receive half of 
its allocated quota of 1400 megawatts. 
�e PEPCO authorities reasonedthat 
the electricity could not be supplied to 
Balochistan as per approved quota 
because the transmission line lacks the 
capacity.Dozens of town in Balochistan 
are still deprived of electricity. 

In addition, the constituencies in 
Balochistan are outsizedand the meager 
funds allocated to a member of national 

assembly are not enough for the 
provision of basic infrastructure in the 
constituency.

If Balochistan deprivation needs to 
eliminated, their representation in 
federation would have to be increase, 
almost every district should have at least 
one NA seat.

�e National Highway Authority 
(NHA) has its presence in only 42 
percent areas in the province. �e whole 
Balochistan have only four highways. 

�e people of Balochistan also have 
grievancefrom the independent media as 
it avoid reporting on their issues such as 
missing persons phenomena,political 
di�erences,increasing interference of 
sectarian groups, intelligence agencies 
and unwarranted role of Frontier 
Constabulary.�is is also creating a 
sense of discrimination in Balochistan. 

Law and order
Balochistan has become the epicenter 
for regional warfare and rivalries. 
Almost every intelligence agency of the 
world has its presence in Balochistan. 

�e people of Balochistan want to know 
that who is behind the worsening law 
and order in their province 

Incidents of kidnapping for ransom 
increased signi�cantly during last couple 
of years.It is alarming that the criminal 
groups are focusing on Hindu 
communities, consideringthem an easy 
target. According to police reports, 
hundreds of Hindu businessmen get 
freed after paying heavy ransom. 

Intelligence reports suggest they these 
criminal groups are also engage in 
Afghanistan. If a person,killed in 
Afghanistan by US or Afgha forces, 
Taliban groups took its revengein 
Balochistan by killing their spy or 
persons of a�liated group. 

During 2014, total 162 dead bodies were 
found in Balochistan. A number of dead 
bodies also recovered from pashtoon 
areas which raises new concerns. During 
last decade, the di�erences between 
Baloch and Pushtoon tribes were 
blamed for targets killings but as of now, 
both tribes are together in government 
and the target killings aretaking place, 

T
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Rescue workers taking out the dead body of a students from damage
Sardar Bahadur Khan Women University’s bus after powerful blast. 
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created through sustainable exploration 
and development of the natural resources 
of the province. 

Despite 66 years of independence, 
Balochistan is still in the horticultural 
and pastoral age. Balochistan’s physical 
and social infrastructure development 
has remained frozen in time. Vast areas of 
the province are without roads, electricity, 
water supply or any kind of employment 
opportunities. �e education and health 
facilities are also inaccessible. 

�e development strategy 
�e development strategy is focused on 
development of basic infrastructure and 
promotion of primary sectors to create a 
sound basis of further growth and 
development of secondary and tertiary 
sectors. Given the resource constraint, it 
is imperative that development e�ort is 
concentrated on selected sectors and 
selected areas i.e. growth nodes, that can 
be expected to create a pull e�ect for the 
rest of the sectors and areas. 

�e priority areas are provision of basic 
infrastructure for water, building roads 
and rail network, development of energy 
sector, provision of education and health. 
In the productive sectors, the priority 
would be given to minor crops (fruits and 
vegetables), livestock, �shing, forestry, 
mining and small &medium industries. 

�e development strategy also identi�es 
the economic corridors and 
corresponding growth nodes, where 
important economic activity is located or 
possesses the potential to be located and 
outlines the road/rail connectivity 
between the growth centers. It also 
identi�es the growth nodes on the coast 
for development of the �shing industry. 

Economic Corridors
�e development strategy identi�ed six 

economic corridors to provide 
connectivity to and among 
growth nodes. 

Corridor 1 comprises of the 
north-east districts producing 
non-staple high value products, 
i.e., fruits, vegetables, wool, etc., 
and minerals, including coal, 
chromite etc. 

Corridor 2 comprises of gas 
�elds and canal irrigated 
agriculture producing major food 
and cash crops.

Corridor 3 runs over the trade 
route along highway N-25 that connects 
the port city of Karachi with Chamman 
on the Pakistan-Afghanistan border via 
Khuzdar and Quetta.

Corridor 4 forms part of the 
Cwadar-Kashgar (China) trade route 
and runs along highway N-85/N-30 and 
the under-construction M-8 via Turbat, 
Panjgur, Besima and Khuzdar Corridor 5 
comprises the link between the 
copper/mineral belt in Chagai and 
Gwadar via Mashkel and Buleda 
Corridor 6 is the coastal belt hosting the 
�shing industry. 

Growth Centers 
�e growth nodes are areas where 
industrial and social sector development 
can be concentrated on the basis of 
population, production and availability of 
transportation network.  Following a 
comprehensive analysis of population 
and available communications 
infrastructure and natural resources, Dr 
Bengali’s identi�ed 14 growth centers 
these are; Quetta, Chaman, Zhob, 
Loralai, QilaSaifullah, SIbi, 
DeraAllahyar, Kharan, Khuzdar, Panjgur, 
Nokundi, Turbat, Gwadar and Hub 
Chowki.  

From these growth centers, further 
growth nodes can be formed by 
developing infrastructure between and 
among the growth centres such as, the 
growth centres of Quetta, Pishin, Noshki 
and Mastung form one growth node and 
DeraAllahyar, Usta Mohammad, Dera 
Murad Jamali and Sohbatpur forms 
another growth node. 

Growth nodes identi�cation
�eidenti�cation of growth nodes is 
based on number of demographic, 
economic and locational variables. 
District-wise data has been obtained for 
population size and growth rate, 
population and growth rates of citizens, 

out of agricultural and mineral produce, 
population of productive livestock and 
location of cities and towns on highways 
and rail lines and on junctions. 
Population size is an important variable 
as it indicates the current economic 
importance of a location. Growth rate is 
also important as a district; city or town 
may not have a large population 
currently, but is growing rapidly, 
indicating future potential.  Production 
of agricultural commodities such as 
cereals, onions, fruit, vegetables, fodder 
and minerals i.e. copper, coal, chromite 
and marble were also taken into account 
while identifying growth nodes.  
Districts with �sh harbor, or towns 
located near highways or rail line were 
given priority. 

Rural growth circles
Balochistan’s rural population is scattered 
in small settlements, which does not 
render it economically e�cient to 
provide infrastructure and social services. 
Currently, average calls size in rural 
primary schools is less than 10 students, 
which does not allow cost-e�cient 
provision of specialist teachers (e.g. 
teacher for English, Science, Match) 
orfor provision of a library, laboratory or 
other teaching or extra-curricular 
facilities. Similarly, a clinic requires a 
minimum level of equipment, which will 
remain under-utilized if, say, one patient 
visits a health dispensary in a day. 

�e development strategy proposed to 
identify village clusters within 10-20 
kilometers radius and develop basic social 
infrastructure within these rural growth 
centers so that maximum population can 
get bene�t from these facilities.

Connectivity
In line with the Economic Corridors and 
growth nodes, a comprehensive road-rail 
alignment plan has also been identi�ed 
to provide connectivity within Economic 
Corridors and between growth centers. 
�e plan comprises of economically 
strategic highway routes and includes 
national as well as provincial highways. 

In the identi�ed areas, most of the roads 
exist but are in state of varying quality 
and more than half the lengths are single 
roads, which needs to be upgraded to 
international standards. Fruit and 
vegetable farmers and �sher folk 
routinely complain that bumpy roads 
cause their products at the bottom of the 
trucks to crush and loss value and results 
in losses. 
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here is a long developmental 
backlog in Balochistan that 
needs to be overcome. �e 
backwardness inthe province 

created urgency for a policy framework to 
address the key problems. Balochistan 
possessed tremendous development 
potential that needed to be harnessed in a 
planned manner to provide jobs and to 
eliminate poverty and last but not the 
least, sense of deprivation among its 
citizens. 

It all requires a grand design and a 
multi-pronged strategyto create a �rst 
rate basic infrastructure framework that 
can enable the productive sectors of the 
province to �ourish. 

�e Chief Minister of Balochistan Dr 
Abdul Malik Baloch has established the 
Chief Minister’s Policy Reform Unit in 
the leadership of Dr Kaiser Bengali, 
renewed economist and Baluchistan’s 
representative in the National Finance 
Commission. DR Muhammad Ishaque 

Baloch is the Chief Coordinator of the 
Policy Reform Unit. 

Dr Bengali, along with his team of young 
economists, a prepared the development 
vision and strategy for Balochistan and 
articulated that development is possible 
in Balochistan in a short span of time. 

Development is possible
�e development strategy prepared by 
Dr Kaiser Bengali and his team focuses 
to change the economic geography of 
Balochistan. It is based on the fact that 
the province of Balochistan is a resource 
rich province, with a manageable 
population. And given the 
resource-labour force ratio, creation of 
1.5 million jobs can reduce 
unemployment to less than 5 percent. 

�e vision is tocreate an egalitarian, 
enlightened, educated and healthy 
society that ensures full employment for 
every able-bodied adult citizen of 
Balochistan. �e employment will be 

TBalochistan is still in 
the horticultural and 

pastoral age. 
Balochistan’s physical 

and social 
infrastructure 

development has 
remained frozen in 

time. Vast areas of 
the province are 

without roads, 
electricity, water 

supply or any kind of 
employment 

opportunities. 

They went to school
and never came back...

�e development strategy proposed 
reconstruction of 7 national highways. 
�e �rst 653 kilometers long highway is 
N-10 starting from 
Gabd-Jiwani-Gwadar-Pasni-Ormara-H
ub Chowki-Karachi. �e second 790 km 
long highway (N-25) would starts from 
Chaman border to 
Q u e t t a - M a s t u n g - K h u z d a r - H u b 
Chowki and would lead to Karachi. �e 
third highway (N-40) needs 
reconstruction is Kuchlaq 
(Quetta)-KilaSaifullah-Zhob-Danasar. 
Similarly, it asked for reconstruction of 
N-50, N-65, N70, N-85 and N-30. 

�e development strategy also proposed 
reconstruction of nine provincial 
highways, having total length of 2,933 
kilometers and suggest four new 
alignments which are 
Nokundi-Mashkel-Turbat-Gwadar 
(road and rail both), second proposed 
new highway is 
Dalbandin/Noshki-Kharan-Besima, 
third proposed highway is 
Grawag-Panjgur-Awaran-Bela and forth 
new alignment is construction a highway 

from Hoshab to Bela.

�e completion of the above identi�ed 
strategic road network will create 
connectivity with respect to Economic 
Corridors as well as Growth Centers, 
enable productive exploitation of the vast 
and diverse resource base and promote 
output, trade and development. 

Coastal development
Balochistan has 700 kilometers plus 
coastline with 38 (�shing) landing sites. 

�ere are three deltas with 
possibilities for aqua-culture, 
particularly with regard to 
shrimp and oysters. �ese sites 
are: Jiwani, Kalmat and Miani 
Hor. �e high quality coastal 
highway connects all the sites 
from Jiwani in the west to Uthal 
in the east and onwards to 
Karachi. 

Based on an examination of the 
coastline, population 
concentration, water availability 
etc. and discussions with experts, 

o�cials and �sh folk, 10 landing sites 
have been identi�ed as possessing the 
potential for the further development. 
�ese include Gwadar and Pasni, which 
are already major �sh harbors. 

�e reformist unit has done its task, now 
it is hoped that the government of 
Balochistan and decision makers will 
form parameter for planning in the 
forthcoming years in line with the 
proposed development vision and 
strategy of CM’s Policy Reform Unit. 

Balochistan designs
its development vision

By: Sajid Gondal



created through sustainable exploration 
and development of the natural resources 
of the province. 

Despite 66 years of independence, 
Balochistan is still in the horticultural 
and pastoral age. Balochistan’s physical 
and social infrastructure development 
has remained frozen in time. Vast areas of 
the province are without roads, electricity, 
water supply or any kind of employment 
opportunities. �e education and health 
facilities are also inaccessible. 

�e development strategy 
�e development strategy is focused on 
development of basic infrastructure and 
promotion of primary sectors to create a 
sound basis of further growth and 
development of secondary and tertiary 
sectors. Given the resource constraint, it 
is imperative that development e�ort is 
concentrated on selected sectors and 
selected areas i.e. growth nodes, that can 
be expected to create a pull e�ect for the 
rest of the sectors and areas. 

�e priority areas are provision of basic 
infrastructure for water, building roads 
and rail network, development of energy 
sector, provision of education and health. 
In the productive sectors, the priority 
would be given to minor crops (fruits and 
vegetables), livestock, �shing, forestry, 
mining and small &medium industries. 

�e development strategy also identi�es 
the economic corridors and 
corresponding growth nodes, where 
important economic activity is located or 
possesses the potential to be located and 
outlines the road/rail connectivity 
between the growth centers. It also 
identi�es the growth nodes on the coast 
for development of the �shing industry. 

Economic Corridors
�e development strategy identi�ed six 

economic corridors to provide 
connectivity to and among 
growth nodes. 

Corridor 1 comprises of the 
north-east districts producing 
non-staple high value products, 
i.e., fruits, vegetables, wool, etc., 
and minerals, including coal, 
chromite etc. 

Corridor 2 comprises of gas 
�elds and canal irrigated 
agriculture producing major food 
and cash crops.

Corridor 3 runs over the trade 
route along highway N-25 that connects 
the port city of Karachi with Chamman 
on the Pakistan-Afghanistan border via 
Khuzdar and Quetta.

Corridor 4 forms part of the 
Cwadar-Kashgar (China) trade route 
and runs along highway N-85/N-30 and 
the under-construction M-8 via Turbat, 
Panjgur, Besima and Khuzdar Corridor 5 
comprises the link between the 
copper/mineral belt in Chagai and 
Gwadar via Mashkel and Buleda 
Corridor 6 is the coastal belt hosting the 
�shing industry. 

Growth Centers 
�e growth nodes are areas where 
industrial and social sector development 
can be concentrated on the basis of 
population, production and availability of 
transportation network.  Following a 
comprehensive analysis of population 
and available communications 
infrastructure and natural resources, Dr 
Bengali’s identi�ed 14 growth centers 
these are; Quetta, Chaman, Zhob, 
Loralai, QilaSaifullah, SIbi, 
DeraAllahyar, Kharan, Khuzdar, Panjgur, 
Nokundi, Turbat, Gwadar and Hub 
Chowki.  

From these growth centers, further 
growth nodes can be formed by 
developing infrastructure between and 
among the growth centres such as, the 
growth centres of Quetta, Pishin, Noshki 
and Mastung form one growth node and 
DeraAllahyar, Usta Mohammad, Dera 
Murad Jamali and Sohbatpur forms 
another growth node. 

Growth nodes identi�cation
�eidenti�cation of growth nodes is 
based on number of demographic, 
economic and locational variables. 
District-wise data has been obtained for 
population size and growth rate, 
population and growth rates of citizens, 

out of agricultural and mineral produce, 
population of productive livestock and 
location of cities and towns on highways 
and rail lines and on junctions. 
Population size is an important variable 
as it indicates the current economic 
importance of a location. Growth rate is 
also important as a district; city or town 
may not have a large population 
currently, but is growing rapidly, 
indicating future potential.  Production 
of agricultural commodities such as 
cereals, onions, fruit, vegetables, fodder 
and minerals i.e. copper, coal, chromite 
and marble were also taken into account 
while identifying growth nodes.  
Districts with �sh harbor, or towns 
located near highways or rail line were 
given priority. 

Rural growth circles
Balochistan’s rural population is scattered 
in small settlements, which does not 
render it economically e�cient to 
provide infrastructure and social services. 
Currently, average calls size in rural 
primary schools is less than 10 students, 
which does not allow cost-e�cient 
provision of specialist teachers (e.g. 
teacher for English, Science, Match) 
orfor provision of a library, laboratory or 
other teaching or extra-curricular 
facilities. Similarly, a clinic requires a 
minimum level of equipment, which will 
remain under-utilized if, say, one patient 
visits a health dispensary in a day. 

�e development strategy proposed to 
identify village clusters within 10-20 
kilometers radius and develop basic social 
infrastructure within these rural growth 
centers so that maximum population can 
get bene�t from these facilities.

Connectivity
In line with the Economic Corridors and 
growth nodes, a comprehensive road-rail 
alignment plan has also been identi�ed 
to provide connectivity within Economic 
Corridors and between growth centers. 
�e plan comprises of economically 
strategic highway routes and includes 
national as well as provincial highways. 

In the identi�ed areas, most of the roads 
exist but are in state of varying quality 
and more than half the lengths are single 
roads, which needs to be upgraded to 
international standards. Fruit and 
vegetable farmers and �sher folk 
routinely complain that bumpy roads 
cause their products at the bottom of the 
trucks to crush and loss value and results 
in losses. 
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here is a long developmental 
backlog in Balochistan that 
needs to be overcome. �e 
backwardness inthe province 

created urgency for a policy framework to 
address the key problems. Balochistan 
possessed tremendous development 
potential that needed to be harnessed in a 
planned manner to provide jobs and to 
eliminate poverty and last but not the 
least, sense of deprivation among its 
citizens. 

It all requires a grand design and a 
multi-pronged strategyto create a �rst 
rate basic infrastructure framework that 
can enable the productive sectors of the 
province to �ourish. 

�e Chief Minister of Balochistan Dr 
Abdul Malik Baloch has established the 
Chief Minister’s Policy Reform Unit in 
the leadership of Dr Kaiser Bengali, 
renewed economist and Baluchistan’s 
representative in the National Finance 
Commission. DR Muhammad Ishaque 

Baloch is the Chief Coordinator of the 
Policy Reform Unit. 

Dr Bengali, along with his team of young 
economists, a prepared the development 
vision and strategy for Balochistan and 
articulated that development is possible 
in Balochistan in a short span of time. 

Development is possible
�e development strategy prepared by 
Dr Kaiser Bengali and his team focuses 
to change the economic geography of 
Balochistan. It is based on the fact that 
the province of Balochistan is a resource 
rich province, with a manageable 
population. And given the 
resource-labour force ratio, creation of 
1.5 million jobs can reduce 
unemployment to less than 5 percent. 

�e vision is tocreate an egalitarian, 
enlightened, educated and healthy 
society that ensures full employment for 
every able-bodied adult citizen of 
Balochistan. �e employment will be 

�e development strategy proposed 
reconstruction of 7 national highways. 
�e �rst 653 kilometers long highway is 
N-10 starting from 
Gabd-Jiwani-Gwadar-Pasni-Ormara-H
ub Chowki-Karachi. �e second 790 km 
long highway (N-25) would starts from 
Chaman border to 
Q u e t t a - M a s t u n g - K h u z d a r - H u b 
Chowki and would lead to Karachi. �e 
third highway (N-40) needs 
reconstruction is Kuchlaq 
(Quetta)-KilaSaifullah-Zhob-Danasar. 
Similarly, it asked for reconstruction of 
N-50, N-65, N70, N-85 and N-30. 

�e development strategy also proposed 
reconstruction of nine provincial 
highways, having total length of 2,933 
kilometers and suggest four new 
alignments which are 
Nokundi-Mashkel-Turbat-Gwadar 
(road and rail both), second proposed 
new highway is 
Dalbandin/Noshki-Kharan-Besima, 
third proposed highway is 
Grawag-Panjgur-Awaran-Bela and forth 
new alignment is construction a highway 

from Hoshab to Bela.

�e completion of the above identi�ed 
strategic road network will create 
connectivity with respect to Economic 
Corridors as well as Growth Centers, 
enable productive exploitation of the vast 
and diverse resource base and promote 
output, trade and development. 

Coastal development
Balochistan has 700 kilometers plus 
coastline with 38 (�shing) landing sites. 

�ere are three deltas with 
possibilities for aqua-culture, 
particularly with regard to 
shrimp and oysters. �ese sites 
are: Jiwani, Kalmat and Miani 
Hor. �e high quality coastal 
highway connects all the sites 
from Jiwani in the west to Uthal 
in the east and onwards to 
Karachi. 

Based on an examination of the 
coastline, population 
concentration, water availability 
etc. and discussions with experts, 

o�cials and �sh folk, 10 landing sites 
have been identi�ed as possessing the 
potential for the further development. 
�ese include Gwadar and Pasni, which 
are already major �sh harbors. 

�e reformist unit has done its task, now 
it is hoped that the government of 
Balochistan and decision makers will 
form parameter for planning in the 
forthcoming years in line with the 
proposed development vision and 
strategy of CM’s Policy Reform Unit. 



created through sustainable exploration 
and development of the natural resources 
of the province. 

Despite 66 years of independence, 
Balochistan is still in the horticultural 
and pastoral age. Balochistan’s physical 
and social infrastructure development 
has remained frozen in time. Vast areas of 
the province are without roads, electricity, 
water supply or any kind of employment 
opportunities. �e education and health 
facilities are also inaccessible. 

�e development strategy 
�e development strategy is focused on 
development of basic infrastructure and 
promotion of primary sectors to create a 
sound basis of further growth and 
development of secondary and tertiary 
sectors. Given the resource constraint, it 
is imperative that development e�ort is 
concentrated on selected sectors and 
selected areas i.e. growth nodes, that can 
be expected to create a pull e�ect for the 
rest of the sectors and areas. 

�e priority areas are provision of basic 
infrastructure for water, building roads 
and rail network, development of energy 
sector, provision of education and health. 
In the productive sectors, the priority 
would be given to minor crops (fruits and 
vegetables), livestock, �shing, forestry, 
mining and small &medium industries. 

�e development strategy also identi�es 
the economic corridors and 
corresponding growth nodes, where 
important economic activity is located or 
possesses the potential to be located and 
outlines the road/rail connectivity 
between the growth centers. It also 
identi�es the growth nodes on the coast 
for development of the �shing industry. 

Economic Corridors
�e development strategy identi�ed six 

economic corridors to provide 
connectivity to and among 
growth nodes. 

Corridor 1 comprises of the 
north-east districts producing 
non-staple high value products, 
i.e., fruits, vegetables, wool, etc., 
and minerals, including coal, 
chromite etc. 

Corridor 2 comprises of gas 
�elds and canal irrigated 
agriculture producing major food 
and cash crops.

Corridor 3 runs over the trade 
route along highway N-25 that connects 
the port city of Karachi with Chamman 
on the Pakistan-Afghanistan border via 
Khuzdar and Quetta.

Corridor 4 forms part of the 
Cwadar-Kashgar (China) trade route 
and runs along highway N-85/N-30 and 
the under-construction M-8 via Turbat, 
Panjgur, Besima and Khuzdar Corridor 5 
comprises the link between the 
copper/mineral belt in Chagai and 
Gwadar via Mashkel and Buleda 
Corridor 6 is the coastal belt hosting the 
�shing industry. 

Growth Centers 
�e growth nodes are areas where 
industrial and social sector development 
can be concentrated on the basis of 
population, production and availability of 
transportation network.  Following a 
comprehensive analysis of population 
and available communications 
infrastructure and natural resources, Dr 
Bengali’s identi�ed 14 growth centers 
these are; Quetta, Chaman, Zhob, 
Loralai, QilaSaifullah, SIbi, 
DeraAllahyar, Kharan, Khuzdar, Panjgur, 
Nokundi, Turbat, Gwadar and Hub 
Chowki.  

From these growth centers, further 
growth nodes can be formed by 
developing infrastructure between and 
among the growth centres such as, the 
growth centres of Quetta, Pishin, Noshki 
and Mastung form one growth node and 
DeraAllahyar, Usta Mohammad, Dera 
Murad Jamali and Sohbatpur forms 
another growth node. 

Growth nodes identi�cation
�eidenti�cation of growth nodes is 
based on number of demographic, 
economic and locational variables. 
District-wise data has been obtained for 
population size and growth rate, 
population and growth rates of citizens, 

out of agricultural and mineral produce, 
population of productive livestock and 
location of cities and towns on highways 
and rail lines and on junctions. 
Population size is an important variable 
as it indicates the current economic 
importance of a location. Growth rate is 
also important as a district; city or town 
may not have a large population 
currently, but is growing rapidly, 
indicating future potential.  Production 
of agricultural commodities such as 
cereals, onions, fruit, vegetables, fodder 
and minerals i.e. copper, coal, chromite 
and marble were also taken into account 
while identifying growth nodes.  
Districts with �sh harbor, or towns 
located near highways or rail line were 
given priority. 

Rural growth circles
Balochistan’s rural population is scattered 
in small settlements, which does not 
render it economically e�cient to 
provide infrastructure and social services. 
Currently, average calls size in rural 
primary schools is less than 10 students, 
which does not allow cost-e�cient 
provision of specialist teachers (e.g. 
teacher for English, Science, Match) 
orfor provision of a library, laboratory or 
other teaching or extra-curricular 
facilities. Similarly, a clinic requires a 
minimum level of equipment, which will 
remain under-utilized if, say, one patient 
visits a health dispensary in a day. 

�e development strategy proposed to 
identify village clusters within 10-20 
kilometers radius and develop basic social 
infrastructure within these rural growth 
centers so that maximum population can 
get bene�t from these facilities.

Connectivity
In line with the Economic Corridors and 
growth nodes, a comprehensive road-rail 
alignment plan has also been identi�ed 
to provide connectivity within Economic 
Corridors and between growth centers. 
�e plan comprises of economically 
strategic highway routes and includes 
national as well as provincial highways. 

In the identi�ed areas, most of the roads 
exist but are in state of varying quality 
and more than half the lengths are single 
roads, which needs to be upgraded to 
international standards. Fruit and 
vegetable farmers and �sher folk 
routinely complain that bumpy roads 
cause their products at the bottom of the 
trucks to crush and loss value and results 
in losses. 
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here is a long developmental 
backlog in Balochistan that 
needs to be overcome. �e 
backwardness inthe province 

created urgency for a policy framework to 
address the key problems. Balochistan 
possessed tremendous development 
potential that needed to be harnessed in a 
planned manner to provide jobs and to 
eliminate poverty and last but not the 
least, sense of deprivation among its 
citizens. 

It all requires a grand design and a 
multi-pronged strategyto create a �rst 
rate basic infrastructure framework that 
can enable the productive sectors of the 
province to �ourish. 

�e Chief Minister of Balochistan Dr 
Abdul Malik Baloch has established the 
Chief Minister’s Policy Reform Unit in 
the leadership of Dr Kaiser Bengali, 
renewed economist and Baluchistan’s 
representative in the National Finance 
Commission. DR Muhammad Ishaque 

Baloch is the Chief Coordinator of the 
Policy Reform Unit. 

Dr Bengali, along with his team of young 
economists, a prepared the development 
vision and strategy for Balochistan and 
articulated that development is possible 
in Balochistan in a short span of time. 

Development is possible
�e development strategy prepared by 
Dr Kaiser Bengali and his team focuses 
to change the economic geography of 
Balochistan. It is based on the fact that 
the province of Balochistan is a resource 
rich province, with a manageable 
population. And given the 
resource-labour force ratio, creation of 
1.5 million jobs can reduce 
unemployment to less than 5 percent. 

�e vision is tocreate an egalitarian, 
enlightened, educated and healthy 
society that ensures full employment for 
every able-bodied adult citizen of 
Balochistan. �e employment will be 

�e development strategy proposed 
reconstruction of 7 national highways. 
�e �rst 653 kilometers long highway is 
N-10 starting from 
Gabd-Jiwani-Gwadar-Pasni-Ormara-H
ub Chowki-Karachi. �e second 790 km 
long highway (N-25) would starts from 
Chaman border to 
Q u e t t a - M a s t u n g - K h u z d a r - H u b 
Chowki and would lead to Karachi. �e 
third highway (N-40) needs 
reconstruction is Kuchlaq 
(Quetta)-KilaSaifullah-Zhob-Danasar. 
Similarly, it asked for reconstruction of 
N-50, N-65, N70, N-85 and N-30. 

�e development strategy also proposed 
reconstruction of nine provincial 
highways, having total length of 2,933 
kilometers and suggest four new 
alignments which are 
Nokundi-Mashkel-Turbat-Gwadar 
(road and rail both), second proposed 
new highway is 
Dalbandin/Noshki-Kharan-Besima, 
third proposed highway is 
Grawag-Panjgur-Awaran-Bela and forth 
new alignment is construction a highway 

from Hoshab to Bela.

�e completion of the above identi�ed 
strategic road network will create 
connectivity with respect to Economic 
Corridors as well as Growth Centers, 
enable productive exploitation of the vast 
and diverse resource base and promote 
output, trade and development. 

Coastal development
Balochistan has 700 kilometers plus 
coastline with 38 (�shing) landing sites. 

�ere are three deltas with 
possibilities for aqua-culture, 
particularly with regard to 
shrimp and oysters. �ese sites 
are: Jiwani, Kalmat and Miani 
Hor. �e high quality coastal 
highway connects all the sites 
from Jiwani in the west to Uthal 
in the east and onwards to 
Karachi. 

Based on an examination of the 
coastline, population 
concentration, water availability 
etc. and discussions with experts, 

o�cials and �sh folk, 10 landing sites 
have been identi�ed as possessing the 
potential for the further development. 
�ese include Gwadar and Pasni, which 
are already major �sh harbors. 

�e reformist unit has done its task, now 
it is hoped that the government of 
Balochistan and decision makers will 
form parameter for planning in the 
forthcoming years in line with the 
proposed development vision and 
strategy of CM’s Policy Reform Unit. 

�e Chief Minister’s Policy Reform Unit 
(CMPRU) has launched various research 
publications on development vision of 
Balochistan, Chief Minister Dr. Abdul 
Malik Baloch was the chief guest at the 
ceremony which was held at a local hotel.

�e research publications include 
Baluchistan Mapping of Rural 
Settlements, State of Public Finance in 
Balochistan 2004-14, Post 18th 
amendment legislative agenda, proposed 
Balochistan development vision and 
strategy and State of school education in 
Balochistan. �e research publications 
were prepared by a dedicated team of 
young economists and researchers under 
the supervision of Dr. Kaiser Bengali who 

is the head of CMPRU and also serving 
as an Advisor to Balochistan Government 
on Economic A�airs. �e research project 
was co-funded by United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP).

Speaker Balochistan Assembly Jan 
Muhammad Jamali, Dr. Hamid 
Achakzai, Minister for Planning & 
Development, Corp Commander Quetta 
Lt. General Nasir Janjua, Dr. Ishaque 
Baloch, Policy Co-ordinator CMPRU, 
Chief Secretary 
BalochistanSaifullahChatthaand others 
spoke on the occasion while a large 
number of representatives from provincial 
institutions, political workers and others 
attended the lunching ceremony. 

He said that the 18th amendment was a 
sort of silent revolution for provincial 
autonomy and shifted a number of 
responsibilities from federal government 
to provincial authority. It has become the 
responsibility of provincial government to 
provide employment, social development, 
health, education facilities andbasic 
infrastructure to its masses.

He said that these research publications 
have identi�ed the line of action for 
provincial government to achieve the goal 
of development in the light with 18th 
amendment.He said that work has been 
started on roads network , education and 
health facilities in the remote areas.

His also said that his party and 
government will make all out e�orts for 
the prosperity and development of 
Balochistan. He said that he is against the 
encroachments on 18th amendment and 
will make all e�orts to secure the 
provincial autonomy given to the 
provinces after a long struggle of 
Parliament and all major political parties 
including the National Party of 
Balochistan, he added.

Mehnaz Hafeez, a Research o�cer 
CMPRU gave presentation on mapping 
of rural settlements through GIS.�e 
whole team of CMPRU including 
Arsahd Jan Marri, Badar-ud-Din Khan 
Marri, Homer Jan Baloch, Mahmood 
Khan Tareen, Maryam Zia, Saeed Yousuf 
and others got high level appreciation 
from every speaker and the participants 
on their great work for the great 
Balochistan.

CM Policy Reform Unit launches
research publications on Balochistan 

By: Yasir Babbar
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We live turned away from the sea 
because it does not connect us, it 
encloses us. �ere is no movement 
on it. People are not allowed to buy 

boats because if they had boats, they 
would go to Florida. We are left, as one of 
our poets put it, with the unhappy 
circumstance of water at every turn." 

~Yaoni Sanchez, Cuban dissident writer

�is is one of the most potent and 
symbolic quotes on what life have been 
like for Cubans under the embargo. 
When President Obama decided on 
December 17, 2014 to end the decades 
long trade embargo on Cuba, he became 
the �rst sitting President to acknowledge 
the failure of this policy. �e US 
sanctions have done clearly nothing to 
improve human rights, promote 
democracy, encourage economic reform 
or depose the Castro dictatorship. A new 
approach can only be helpful at 
increasing the freedom of Cubans.

However, this foreign policy decision has 
seen its share of criticism, as can very well 
be expected. Critics claim that President 
Obama has in the process, legitimized an 
uncompromising regime and thrown it a 
lifeline. If this the case, then this is true 
also of US policy towards a number of 
countries such as China, Russia, 

Vietnam, Egypt, etc., countries whose 
undemocratic regimes violate human 
rights but with whom the United States 
nevertheless maintains diplomatic and 
trade relations.

Some critics of this policy have pointed 
out that unlike in China, the Communist 
government in Cuba has taken no 
signi�cant steps in establishing economic 
reforms and therefore does not merit that 
the US open up trade relations with it 
and that such a step will only strengthen 
the Castors’.

It is also true that until and unless Cuba 
alters its retrograde economic policies 
which have impoverished it to begin 
with, commercial opportunities can only 
be of a limited scale. Lifting the embargo 
will demonstrate clearly to Conservative 
skeptics and to Cubans themselves that 
the source of the Cuban misery was 
Castro's repressive policies and not those 
of the United States.

On one hand, it is true that an increased 
economic involvement with the United 
States will increase Cuba's revenues. 
However, without meaningful and 
signi�cant economic reforms within 
Cuba, those revenues risk being limited.

Restoring Americans' rights to travel to 
the island holds a great potential to open 

up the path to freedom for Cubans. 
Lifting travel restrictions would mean 
hundreds of thousands and probably up 
to a million Americans per year would be 
in direct contact with Cubans in an 
economy where there is an increasing 
number of self-employed people.

A rise in tourism would give Cubans 
increased business opportunities and 
independence from the state. A 
Cuban-American tie will also strengthen 
civil society.

It is important to note that President 
Obama has only been able to partially lift 
the embargo. It is now up to Congress to 
fully lift the embargo, which Cuban 
leader Raul Castro continues to blame 
for Cuba's su�erings. Historically, Cuba 
had demonstrated a willingness to 
improve its relations only to sabotage 
them when the possibility grew. 
However, Castro's willingness to 
genuinely re-engage with the United 
States represents a signi�cant and 
welcome change.

Cuban dissident Yoani Sanchez writes," 
Under Fidel Castro we would never have 
reached an outline of an agreement of 
this nature. Because the Cuban system is 
supported by-as one of its main 
pillars-the existence of a permanent rival. 
David can't live without Goliath and the 
ideological apparatus has depended too 
long on this dispute."

Although Sanchez is correct in some 
respects in believing that the warming of 
US-Cuban relations may be considered a 
defeat politically for the Castro regime, 
there should be no illusions about Raul 
Castro's fundamental beliefs and goals. 
He has openly declared that he expects 
the United States to respect its 
Communist regime as Cuba respects the 
American form of governance and that 
there is no intention of Cuba to shift its 
policies on this point. �erefore, fully 
ending the embargo is a strategy which 
can increase freedom and to discourage 
the delusion that the United States has 
any veritable control over Cuba's fate. 
�is is a reality which both the United 
States and Cuba need to accept. 
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overnance is the exercise of 
economic, political and 
administrative authority, 
using traditions and 

institutions to improve people’s quality of 
life (Kaufman et. al., 2009). It is a 
continuing process in which di�ering 
opinions and agendas are accommodated 
by converging on a middle ground for the 
greater public good (Ismail and Rizvi, 
2000). It implies sound policies and 
practices and is essential to nurture an 
environment which incentivizes 
evenhanded and continuing 
socioeconomic development.

In Pakistan, inter-provincial rivalry over 
economic resources keeps raising a 
debate on the comparative merits of a 
centralized (unitary) versus a 
decentralized (federated) system of 
governance. Within the province of 
Sindh, this is most relevant for Karachi 
where friction between di�erent political 
parties has made it a popular subject. 
Without touching the topic of 
ethnic sensitivities i n 
Pakistani politics, this 
article approaches the 
subject academically 
citing some pertinent 
studies which the economics 
students would �nd useful in this 
regard.

�e oft used expression ‘devolution 
of power’ spreads over three 
dimensions i.e. political, 
administrative, and �scal 
(Pasha et. al., 2012). �e 
�rst entails empowering 
all the tiers of the 
government (central, 
provincial and local) to m a k e 
policies related to the population at their 
level of jurisdiction. �e second allows 
administering resources and matters 
delegated to the each level. �e third, and 
perhaps the most important of all, �scal 

decentralization (under regulatory 
oversight) gives appropriate powers to 
lower levels to generate and expend 
revenues that were previously 
concentrated at the center.

Ideally, a greater degree 
of power devolution 
and de-centralization 
increases chances of 

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 
stimulation and human 
development. �is is proved by 
various studies done nationally 
and inernationally. Pasha et. al. 
(2012) have shown that 

comparatively the average share of lower 
tiers of governments (sub-national 
governments) in revenue generation and 
total public expenditure is higher in 
federated states than in more centralized 
countries. However, federalism also 
propagates regional inequalities, higher 
government expenditures, and greater 
administrative complexity. 

In a country like Pakistan, devolution 
itself is not a cure-all for every problem. 
Across the country, politics is based on 
the traditional tribal, family, or biradari 
structure which limits political 
competition, lacks diversity, and 

concentrates 
power in a restricted circle. 

As Ismail and Rizvi (2000) 
candidly state that if 
devolution simply means 
transferring of power 

from the central to 
the local elites it 
would only 
accentuate the 

e x i s t i n g 
patron-c l ient 

relationships in 
most parts of Pakistan.

determine their own priorities and use 
their own resources but would also hold 
regular plebiscite on the performance of 
their elected representatives thus giving 
them a certain degree of share in framing 
policies. Also, formal decentralization in 
itself cannot help the poor and needs to 
be accompanied by a process of 
participatory action (Upadhyay, 2004) 
through a network of philonthropists, 
NGOs, donor agencies, and concerned 
citizens.

�e stand o� between PPP and MQM 
over the creation of new administrative 

units in Sindh has 
sparked a fresh round 
of debate over the 
issue.�e current 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
structure puts Pakistan 
as a country with the 
lowest number of units 
along with highest 
population per unit 
(Pasha et. al., 2012). 
�is situation in itself 
demands that the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
divisions must be 
diversi�ed. Although 
the matter is usually 
seen from a linguistic 
or ethnic perspective, 
there are other ways to 
initiate such divisions. 
�ese measures would 
require thorough 

In Pakistan, 
inter-provincial rivalry 

over economic 
resources keeps 

raising a debate on the 
comparative merits of 
a centralized (unitary) 
versus a decentralized 
(federated) system of 

governance. 

A s s i g n i n g 
appropriate administrative autonomy, 

�scal responsibility, and political 
accountability to each level of 
government are vital attributesofan 
e�ective decentralization model. One 
way of accountability is to hold regular 
democratic elections especially at local 
levels. �is way, the locals may not only 

insight into the administrative and 
economic viability and relevance of the 
proposed divisions. Without such 
measures, regional economic inequalities 
are bound to rise amongst these units and 
would propagate aggressive �scal 
competition between them further 
fanning ethnic sensitivities and 
socio-economic frictions.

Moreover, without appropriate �scal 
decentralization the promised fruits of 
such an exercise are unlikely to 
materialize for the common people. As a 
reference, presently Pakistan is at a low 
level of �scal decentralization with an 
approximately 30 percent share of 
sub-national governments in total public 
expenditure and only 5.6 percent share in 
total revenue generation till 2010 (Pasha 
et. al, 2012; Kardar, 2006). �is shows 
that administrative divisions in Pakistan 
are not �scally independent and rely on 
the centre for most of their needs, which 
in e�ect negates the whole concept of 
power devolution. Hence, without greater 
�scal democracy and across the board 
accountability, the whole activity of 
creating more federating units would just 
result in greater political complications 
and administrative nightmares. 
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government expenditures, and greater 
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itself is not a cure-all for every problem. 
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competition, lacks diversity, and 
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itself cannot help the poor and needs to 
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democratic elections especially at local 
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economic viability and relevance of the 
proposed divisions. Without such 
measures, regional economic inequalities 
are bound to rise amongst these units and 
would propagate aggressive �scal 
competition between them further 
fanning ethnic sensitivities and 
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Moreover, without appropriate �scal 
decentralization the promised fruits of 
such an exercise are unlikely to 
materialize for the common people. As a 
reference, presently Pakistan is at a low 
level of �scal decentralization with an 
approximately 30 percent share of 
sub-national governments in total public 
expenditure and only 5.6 percent share in 
total revenue generation till 2010 (Pasha 
et. al, 2012; Kardar, 2006). �is shows 
that administrative divisions in Pakistan 
are not �scally independent and rely on 
the centre for most of their needs, which 
in e�ect negates the whole concept of 
power devolution. Hence, without greater 
�scal democracy and across the board 
accountability, the whole activity of 
creating more federating units would just 
result in greater political complications 
and administrative nightmares. 
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�e exit of Maryam 
Nawaz Sharif from the 
Prime Minister Youth 
Business Loan,put many 
curtains for the much 
touted loan scheme. 
According to sources, the 
top PML-N leadership is 
concerned about the future 
of loan scheme as Maryam 
Nawaz hinted some 
elements in senior 
management of National 
Bank of Pakistan which is 

not very much supportive in making the loan scheme a 
success.�e NBP, however, refutes these allegations.

Advisor to Ms. Maryam Nawaz and Member National 
Assembly, Ms Leila Khan told Economic A�airs that they have 
struggled a lot during the whole process as the Bank 
management was not cooperative in initiation of this scheme 
and that is why it processed on a slow pace.

Inside sources in NBP shared with Economic A�airs that the 
Bank’s o�cials are still reluctant to implement the Prime 
Minister Youth Business Loan in letter and spirit due to which 
the loan scheme is losing its essence.

According to o�cials, following the �rst tranche of the loan, 
which was sanctioned to the successful candidates in �rst 
balloting, the bank was supposed to release the second tranche 
after three months. Whereas, despite lapse of half a year, the 
bank did not release the second tranche to candidates, putting 
the future of their small business adventures in doldrums.

According to the loan contract, it was mandatory that the 
barrowers would show some progress in their approved business 
schemes before seeking second installments.�e bank has 
received hundreds of applications from loan scheme candidates 
for second installment to put their business on run, but the bank 
management has adopting delaying tactics instead of releasing 
amounts. 

�e Prime Minister, Mian Nawaz Sharif, while announcing the 
scheme, has clearly stated that the successful candidate would 
not have to pay the installments during the �rst year of their 
business. However, the bank’s management made it mandatory 
for applicants to pay back �rst two installments of loans, to be 
eligible for second tranche of their approved loan. 

Moreover, in another violation of government’s scheme, the 
NBP branch managers are asking the candidates to mortgage 
their property against the loan. According to o�cials, the NBP 
senior management believes that being a political initiative, this 
scheme might fail therefore the bank’s management is taking 
preemptive measure to secure bank’s funds. 

�e Minister of State for 
the Ministry of 
Information Technology 
(MoIT), Ms. Anusha 
Rahman Ahmad Khan is 
heading towards troubled 
waters as major 
stakeholders in the 
telecom sector alleged her 
for safeguarding Etisalat's 
interests in the country. 

A row has emerged 
between the Minister of 
State, Anusha Rahman 

and basic telephony operators, over the minister’s year-long 
reluctance to accommodate their representative in the Board of 
Directors of multi-billion, Universal Service Fund (USF), a 
public sector company.

Wahaj-us-Siraj, CEO,NayaTel wrote several letters to the 
minister of MoIT, seeking fresh nomination for the 
appointment of new director of �xed line operators in USF 
Board. He pointed out that in violation of rules, WalidIrshaid, 
CEO of PTCL are on the USF’s board for more than last six 
years.

�e IT Minister ignored to address the concerns of �xed line 
operators. �ey demanded the minister through various 
lettersthat as per rules, their representative should be appointed 
on the USF’s board, but she did not bother to reply. 

According to o�cials, the ‘Articles of Association’ of USF 
clearly say that any director could not hold o�ce for more than 
two tenures, each of three-years. And, that the USF Board 
would have four members,two from the public and two from the 
private sector. �e Rs70 billionfund consists of contributions, 
1.5 percent of adjusted revenues, by the telecom operators with 
no government funding involved. 

Ironically, the minister, on the instructions of federal 
government, diverted the 70 billion rupees USF and ICT R&D 
Fund to Federal Consolidated Fund. �ese funds, ‘contributed 
by telecom sector companies and meant for the development of 
telecom sectorin far-�ung areas’, were used to pay circular debt 
of power sector, Wahajrevealed. 

MsAnusha Rahman is the chairperson of the USF Board. Other 
members on the board include Secretary IT, Azmat Ali Ranjha, 
Member Telecom,Mudassar Hussain, Chairman PTA Dr. Syed 
Ismail Shah, CEO PTCL WalidIrshaid, Representative of 
Consumer Association of Pakistan, Kaukab Iqbal and the Chief 
Executive O�cer of Zong Telecom.MrWalidIrshaid is 
representing the �xed line operators on the USF’s board. 

Whereas, it is interesting to note that PTCL is not regularly 
submitting its USF contribution from last many years. 

Prime Minister Youth
Business Loan (PMYBL)
future uncertain 

Anushaalleged for
safeguarding Etisalat’s
interests 
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�e National Vocational and Technical Training Commission 
(NAVTTC) prepared twenty-one new curricula sets of technical 
and vocational trades. 

�e new trades include Computer Aided Design (CAD)/ 
Computer Assisted Manufacturing (CAM) Operator, Ceramics, 
Machinist, Auto Electrician, Building Electrician, Industrial 
Electrician, Plum-Plumber, Electrical, Electronic Assembler and 
Bio-Gas Technician and Supervisor. 

�e NAVTTC so far has developed 195 curricula’ for technical 
education, whereas it has also prepared �fty-three competency 
standards of Diploma of Associate Engineering under the TVET 
Reform Support Programme, co-funded by the European Union, 
Netherland, Germany and Norway. German educational 
development agency GIZ is implementing partner with the 
NAVTTC.

According to NAVTTC,Director General, Skills Standards and 
Curricula (SS&C), Muhammad Yahya Tajik, new curricula and 
competency standards would be bene�cialfor enhancing 
standards of technical skill and education to levels of 
internationally acceptable trained manpower. 

At a time, when the federal government is headhunting for 
quali�ed professionalsto appoint chief executives of loss making 
public sector entities, the Ministry of Commerce is being 
pressurized to retain the incumbent unquali�ed CEO at Pakistan 
Horticulture Development and Export Company (PHDEC). 

An o�cial told Economic A�airs that the CEO, PHDEC is 
occupying the post from last �ve years. �e Ministry had sought 
applications for the appointment of CEO PHDEC in October 
2013 but remained unable to make the appointment. 

Stakeholders of horticulture industry are also demanding the 
government to appoint a professional person with relevant 
experience as the CEO of PHDEC. O�cials said that due to 
poor performance of the PHDEC, exporters are relying more on 
Trade Developing Authority of Pakistan (TDAP) for 
participating in expos and enhancing exports. 

�e PHDEC is mandated to prepare the export strategy, create 
industry linkages, and organize capacity building programmes for 
exporters and producers. Whereas, in spite, the organization is 
facing mismanagement and its employees are not getting their 
salaries on time, o�cials said. 

It is unfortunate to point out that Pakistani citrus has an 
insigni�cant share of 0.09 percent in European markets and in 
sub-category of mandarins and clementines, Pakistan has a 
market share of 0.04 percent only. Moreover, Pakistani Kinnow’s 
availability in the European market is irregular. 

EU helps Pakistan to
develop curricula for
technical education 

Exporters want
professional to head
PHDEC

Rice variety for flood
prone areas developed

Within the EU, Germany, United Kingdom, Belgium, Italy and 
the Netherlands are major importers of fresh Pakistani fruits and 
vegetables. PHDEC management failed to play their due role to 
enhance fruits and horticulture exports, despite tremendous 
potential is there. Pakistan is one of the largest producers of dates, 
mangoes and kinnow, but its export volumes are negligible. 

It is high time that the government should restructure the 
PHDEC and shall appoint a full time CEO on merit. �e 
mandate of the PHDEC is to promote, regulate, co-ordinate and 
enhance the export of horticulture products for the economic 
well-being of all stakeholders in the horticulture value added 
chain. 

“Agriculture Genetics Scientist Dr. Fida M Abbasi successfully 
carried out trial of new strain of rice that may grow 6ft tall and is 
suitable for the Flood Prone areas of Pakistan”

In 2013, heavy rains and �oodsdamaged about 73 percent of 
crops in southern Sindh, mentioned the UN's Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) report. It says,Crop destruction 
wiped out farmers' present and future sources of food and income 
with “spiraling humanitarian consequences unless immediate 
assistance is provided.Pakistan spent $18.9 million to 
rehabilitative the �ood e�ectedfamilies in rural Sindh and 
Baluchistan.

According to Basmati Growers Association of Pakistan, same 
year, about 35 percent of rice crop destroyed by �ash �oods in the 
Dek and AikNullahs - tributaries of Chenab and Ravi rivers - in 
various rice growing districts of Punjab (Sialkot, Narowal, 
Sheikhupura and Gujranwala) districts in 2013. �e �oods 
damaged standing crops on more than �ve hundred thousand 
acres in Punjab. 

�e DekNullah, originatesfrom Indian Held Kashmir, is a 
tributary of the Ravi River basin with a catchment area of 97 
Square Kilometers, it enters in Pakistan’s north west town of 
Zafarwal in District Narowal and covers around 200 miles in 
winding course before it falls into the River Ravi near Sharaqpur 
town of district Sheikhupura. Flood in DekNullah damaged 50 
percent of basmati rice crop in these districts. 

Since the inception of Pakistan, the country witnessed 22 �oods, 
which accumulative losses are 29,184 million US dollar. �e 
basmati rice remained the most a�ected crop of �oods. 

Dr. Bruce A.McCarl, Professor at Department of Agricultural 
Economics, Texas A&M University said that due to climate 
change Pakistan su�ered more than any place in the world.He 
warned that crop yield would reduce drastically by 2030 in many 
regions of the world due to changes in climate. �e only solution 
to this challenge is development of most resilient variety of seed.  

It is encouraging to learn that, Dr Fida M Abbasi, who is 
Professor of Genetics at Hazara University, has developed a new 
variety of rice, especially for �ood prone areas of Pakistan. �is 
rice may grow 6 feet tall with strong stem, long root system and 
tolerant to �ood and lodging. �e variety is being demonstrated 
in �led at Mansehra. �e government needs to encourage its 
further development and marking in �ood prone areas.  



is trying to quickly remove legal hurdles 
to execute over 500 terrorists who have 
already been sentenced to death.

Special courts headed by military o�cers 
will also be set up to speed up trials of 
hardcore terrorists, while another 
"Zarb-e- Azb" operation will be launched 
to deal with the terrorists hiding in cities 
and villages.

During his latest address to the nation, 
Prime Minister Sharif said the days of 
terrorists were numbered as he vowed to 
uproot terrorism in Pakistan.

�ere are some important gloomier 
glimpses of year 2014, which leaves 
more insecurity for people of Pakistan. 

January 1 - A bomb exploded on the 
Qambrani road in Akhtarabad, Quetta 
near a bus, which was carrying at least 50 
pilgrims from Iran to Pakistan. Police 
con�rmed that three of the passengers are 
killed and at least twenty-four injured. 
January 9 - 14-year-old boy Aitizaz 
Hassan in northern part of country is 
killed stopping a suicide bomber at the 
main gate of his school but saves the lives 
of all of his schoolmates gathered for their 
morning assembly. He was nominated for 
an award by Premier Nawaz Sharif. �e 
Sunni group Lashkar-e-Jhangvi claims 
responsibility for the attack. January 10 - 
A car suicide-bomb was blasted by 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan near the 
convoy of a senior police o�cer 
Chaudhry Aslam Khan, in which Khan 
was killed with two others. January 19-20 
- A bomb blast had ripped through a 
vehicle carrying security forces inside a 
Pakistani army compound in the 
country's north-west city of Bannu, 
killing at least 20 people, most of them 
paramilitary troops. Very next day on Jan 
20, a suicide bomber blows himself up 
near Pakistan's military headquarters in 
Rawalpindi, killing at least 13 people. 
January 20 - War in North-West 
Pakistan, Pakistan Army bombed 
suspected Taliban hideouts killing 25 
militants in North Waziristan. A bomb 
ripped through a bus full of Shiite 
pilgrims in western Pakistan killing at 
least 22 people.

February
February 9 - Gunmen attack an Islamic 
religious gathering in Karachi, killing 8 
people. February 11 - At least 11 people 
were killed after a grenade is thrown into 
a movie theatre in the city of Peshawar. 
February 12 - Militants in northwestern 
part of country killed nine male family 

members of a slain leader of a 
pro-government militia in an attack on 
the family's house outside the city of 
Peshawar. February 13 - At least eight 
police o�cers are killed in a suicide bomb 
attack in Karachi. February 17 - 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan say they have 
killed 23 captured Pakistani security force 
members, in a setback to peace talks 
aimed at ending the Islamist insurgency. 
February 17 - Former president Pervez 
Musharraf appeared in front of a civil 
court for the �rst time.

March
March 1 - A bomb killed at least 11 
people and another 10 injured in 
Federally Administered Tribal Areas 
(FATA). War in North-West Pakistan, a 
bomb attack on a polio vaccination team 
in a village in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Province killed at least ten people. �e 
TTP announced a one-month cease�re 
aimed at reviving peace talks. March 2 - 
Pakistani military bombs the hideout of a 
Taliban militant leader killing �ve 
insurgents. March 3 - Young men with 
guns open �re at a local court in 
Islamabad, resulting in at least 11 deaths 
including a judge and 22 injuries. March 
14 - Attacks all across Pakistan leave 
dozens dead, with the most violence 
centered in Peshawar and Quetta. March 
22 - At least 35 people died in 
Baluchistan in a collision between a 
petrol tanker and two buses. March 31 - 
A court charges former President Pervez 
Musharraf with high treason in relation 
to the imposition of the emergency rule 
in 2007.

April
April 3 - Former President Pervez 
Musharraf survived an assassination 
attempt in Islamabad. �ere were no 
reports of injuries. April 8 - A bomb 
detonated on a rail car in Sibi 

Baluchistan, killed 13 people and another 
35 injured. April 9 - A bomb blast in a 
market kills 26 people in the outskirts of 
Islamabad. April 11 - Two rival factions 
of the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan clash 
in Waziristan, leaving 12 insurgents dead. 
April 12 - Gunmen kidnapp 100 men 
from a tribal gathering in North-West 
country side. April 13 - 73 people are 
released from captivity by the Taliban, a 
day after they were kidnapped. April 17 - 
�e Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
announced that it would not extend a 
cease�re with the Pakistani government. 
April 22 - Nine people were killed and 
dozens wounded in two separate bomb 
and gun attacks in northwest part of 
country. April 25 - A bomb detonated in 
Karachi, killing 4 people and wounding 
25. 

May
May 7 - An American FBI agent was 
arrested for carrying ammunition while 
trying to board a �ight, which is in 
violation of their anti-terror laws. May 8 - 
A roadside bomb near the Afghan border 
in North Waziristan killed 8 Army 
soldiers. May 21 - Pakistan Air Force 
�ghter jets bomb suspected militant 
hideouts in North Waziristan, killing 
approximately 60 militants and injuring 
another 30. May 27 - A woman was 
stoned to death with bricks outside a 
courthouse by family members including 
her father, two brothers, and ex-�ancé for 
marrying a man she loved against the 
family's wishes. May 28 - A split emerged 
in the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan after 
the Mehsud faction walked out, saying 
the group leaders' tactics were 
"un-Islamic". May 31 - Taliban 
insurgents from Afghanistan attacked a 
Pakistani border post in Bajour tribal 
area.

June
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he year 2014 was marked by 
deadly attacks in country, the 
deadliest of which occurred 
on Dec. 16 in the 

northwestern city Peshawar where at least 
132 school children and nine sta� were 
killed and another 125 people, mostly 
young students, injured.

Seven Taliban attackers wearing bomb 
vests gained entry into the Peshawar 
Army-run public school and mercilessly 
gunned down hundreds of students 
taking an exam in the school's 
auditorium.

�e attack, which has sparked national 
outrage, has prompted Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif to announce an end to the 
moratorium on the death penalty in his 
bid to "eliminate terrorism and violence" 
in the country.

�e attack in Peshawar, where the 
Pakistani Taliban admitted responsibility, 
was the worst in Pakistani history, even 
deadlier than the twin bomb attacks 
against the late Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto on Oct. 18, 2007 where at least 

130 died.

�e government started the year with a 
policy of engaging the Taliban militants 
in negotiations to end years of �ghting. 
Although the Taliban declared a 40-day 
cease�re in March and April, terror 
attacks did not slow down during the 
period.

Both sides formed their respective 
dialogue teams to carry on the peace 
process and talks were held. However, the 
Taliban's unrealistic preconditions, 
including return of some areas in South 
Waziristan and the release of their 
prisoners, hindered progress in the peace 
talks.

After the horrifying atrocity in Peshawar, 
all political forces in country have shown 
a rare unity in condemning the Taliban 
and supporting the use of force against 
them.

�e government has taken more tough 
measures to hit the terrorists. �e 
moratorium on capital punishment since 
2008 has been lifted, and the government 

TThe year 2014 was 
marked by deadly 

attacks in country; 
seven Taliban 

attackers wearing 
bomb vests gained 

entry into the 
Peshawar Army-run 

public school and 
mercilessly gunned 
down hundreds of 

students taking an 
exam in the school's 

auditorium.

Dark year 2014 leaves
majority gloomy, less secure

They went to school
and never came back...

June 5 - Pakistani police arrest multiple 
people involved in the stoning of Farzana 
Parveen, bringing the total number of 
people in custody to 12. June 6 – Ashiq 
Ullaha Mehsud, a senior commander in 
the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, was shot 
dead by unknown assailants, speculated to 
be from the Mehsud splinter group, in the 
village of Urmuz in the North Waziristan 
region. June 8 - At least 24 people were 
killed when militants attacked a bus 
carrying Shia pilgrims from Iran to 
Quetta in Baluchistan province of 
Pakistan. June 8 - Gunmen attack 
Karachi's Jinnah International Airport 
resulting in at least 21 deaths and leading 
to all �ights to and from the airport being 
cancelled. �e Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan claimed responsibility for the 
attack.

June 10 - �e Pakistan Air Force 

conducted bombing raids against 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan positions in 
the Tirah region killing at least 15 
militants in response to the Jinnah 
International Airport attack in Karachi. 
June 11 - Tirah air strike: At least 25 
suspected militants were killed and 15 
injured when military planes bombed 
their hideouts in Tirah valley of Khyber 
Agency. June 12 - At least ten more 
militants were killed in a suspected 
United States drone attack in North 
Waziristan. June 15 - War in North-West 
Pakistan: Airstrikes in the northwestern 
tribal area bordering Afghanistan killed 
as many as 100 militants. Abu Abdur 
Rehman Almani, the mastermind behind 
2014 Jinnah International Airport attack, 
was killed during air strikes carried out by 
Pakistan Air Force. Pakistan formally 
launched military operation against the 
insurgents in North Waziristan. June 16 - 
�e Pakistan Air Force conducts 
airstrikes against 6 Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan positions in North Waziristan, 

killing 27 militants. June 17 - Clashes in 
Lahore between the Punjab Police and 
Pakistan Awami Tehreek activists results 
in several protesters being killed by police 
gun�re. 

August
August 04 - Kulachi, Dera Ismail Khan 
Bomb Blast, Faqir Jamshed Ahmed 
Khan, the crown-prince of Noori Darbar 
Kulachi, had fallen prey to a remote 
controlled IED. August 13 - �e process 
of long march and sit-in started by PTI 
and PAT. August 14 - Pakistan's 67th 
independence day was celebrated during 
long march from Lahore to Islamabad. 
August 15 - Quetta Airbase attack, 12 
militants, and 11 persons injured after a 
failed attack on PAF bases in Quetta. 
August 16 - Sit-In started outside the 
Parliament house by PTI and PAT. 
August 26 - Javed Hashmi got separated 

from sit-in by PTI

September
September 1 - Pakistani protesters 
armed with sticks and stones clash with 
police in the centre of Islamabad after 
protests calling for the resignation of 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif turn 
violent. All schools in the capital had 
been closed as a result of the clashes. �e 
Pakistan Television Corporation went 
o� air after protesters storm its 
headquarters. September 4 - Monsoon 
rains killed more than 40 people. 
September 6 - Heavy monsoon rains and 
�ash �oods leave over 200 people dead 
across India and Pakistan. September 9 - 
�e death toll from the �oods rose to at 
least 205 in Pakistan and 200 in India. 
September 9 - At least nine people are 
killed as a roof collapses in a mosque in 
the low income neighborhood of 
Daroghawala in Lahore. September 11 - 
A ban was imposed on Saeed Ajmal by 

International Cricket Council (ICC). 
September 17 - Al-Qaeda announced 
that it had temporarily captured the 
Pakistani Navy frigate PNS Zul�qar, in 
an attempt to attack the U.S �eet with 
onboard missiles, before it was 
recaptured by Pakistani Forces. 
September 22 - Javed Hashmi 
challenged Shah Mehmood Qureshi to 
contest election from NA-149 Multan. 
September 28 - At least 21 militants 
were killed in airstrikes and a gun�ght in 
north western tribal areas of country.

October
October 10- A stampede occurred in 
Multan, Pakistan. A political party 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf faced the 
stampede during a public rally. It caused 
the deaths of more than half a dozen 
people. More shocking moment came 
when PTI Chairman Imran Khan 
addressed the crowd. People kept falling 
unconscious due to heat and the workers 
took some of them away from the stage 
for medical help. But, it did not stop the 
PTI chief even for a moment, as he 
continued with his speech. As Imran 
Khan ended his speech, a large number 
of people rushed together towards the 
main gate to leave the venue, causing 
many people to fall to the ground and 
run over by the crowd.

November
November 2 - More than 60 people were 
killed and more than 110 people were 
injured in a suicide attack on the 
Pakistan side of the Wagah border. 
November 10 - At least four policemen 
were killed and another four are 
wounded in separate attacks in Karachi 
and Rawalpindi. November 11 - A 
gun�ght and two bombings left at least 
15 militants and 5 soldiers dead. 
November 11 - 58 people were killed in a 
bus crash in the Sukkur District in Sindh 
province.

December
December 16 – �e deadliest Peshawar 
school attack: Taliban gunmen storm one 
of the military-run Army Public Schools 
in Peshawar, killed at least 141, including 
132 children and nine employees, with 
most of �ve hundred students evacuated. 
�e shooting ended with all six gunmen 
dead. December 17 – Premier had lifted 
the moratorium on the death penalty for 
terror-related cases following the 
Taliban's assault on a school in Peshawar. 
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is trying to quickly remove legal hurdles 
to execute over 500 terrorists who have 
already been sentenced to death.

Special courts headed by military o�cers 
will also be set up to speed up trials of 
hardcore terrorists, while another 
"Zarb-e- Azb" operation will be launched 
to deal with the terrorists hiding in cities 
and villages.

During his latest address to the nation, 
Prime Minister Sharif said the days of 
terrorists were numbered as he vowed to 
uproot terrorism in Pakistan.

�ere are some important gloomier 
glimpses of year 2014, which leaves 
more insecurity for people of Pakistan. 

January 1 - A bomb exploded on the 
Qambrani road in Akhtarabad, Quetta 
near a bus, which was carrying at least 50 
pilgrims from Iran to Pakistan. Police 
con�rmed that three of the passengers are 
killed and at least twenty-four injured. 
January 9 - 14-year-old boy Aitizaz 
Hassan in northern part of country is 
killed stopping a suicide bomber at the 
main gate of his school but saves the lives 
of all of his schoolmates gathered for their 
morning assembly. He was nominated for 
an award by Premier Nawaz Sharif. �e 
Sunni group Lashkar-e-Jhangvi claims 
responsibility for the attack. January 10 - 
A car suicide-bomb was blasted by 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan near the 
convoy of a senior police o�cer 
Chaudhry Aslam Khan, in which Khan 
was killed with two others. January 19-20 
- A bomb blast had ripped through a 
vehicle carrying security forces inside a 
Pakistani army compound in the 
country's north-west city of Bannu, 
killing at least 20 people, most of them 
paramilitary troops. Very next day on Jan 
20, a suicide bomber blows himself up 
near Pakistan's military headquarters in 
Rawalpindi, killing at least 13 people. 
January 20 - War in North-West 
Pakistan, Pakistan Army bombed 
suspected Taliban hideouts killing 25 
militants in North Waziristan. A bomb 
ripped through a bus full of Shiite 
pilgrims in western Pakistan killing at 
least 22 people.

February
February 9 - Gunmen attack an Islamic 
religious gathering in Karachi, killing 8 
people. February 11 - At least 11 people 
were killed after a grenade is thrown into 
a movie theatre in the city of Peshawar. 
February 12 - Militants in northwestern 
part of country killed nine male family 

members of a slain leader of a 
pro-government militia in an attack on 
the family's house outside the city of 
Peshawar. February 13 - At least eight 
police o�cers are killed in a suicide bomb 
attack in Karachi. February 17 - 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan say they have 
killed 23 captured Pakistani security force 
members, in a setback to peace talks 
aimed at ending the Islamist insurgency. 
February 17 - Former president Pervez 
Musharraf appeared in front of a civil 
court for the �rst time.

March
March 1 - A bomb killed at least 11 
people and another 10 injured in 
Federally Administered Tribal Areas 
(FATA). War in North-West Pakistan, a 
bomb attack on a polio vaccination team 
in a village in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Province killed at least ten people. �e 
TTP announced a one-month cease�re 
aimed at reviving peace talks. March 2 - 
Pakistani military bombs the hideout of a 
Taliban militant leader killing �ve 
insurgents. March 3 - Young men with 
guns open �re at a local court in 
Islamabad, resulting in at least 11 deaths 
including a judge and 22 injuries. March 
14 - Attacks all across Pakistan leave 
dozens dead, with the most violence 
centered in Peshawar and Quetta. March 
22 - At least 35 people died in 
Baluchistan in a collision between a 
petrol tanker and two buses. March 31 - 
A court charges former President Pervez 
Musharraf with high treason in relation 
to the imposition of the emergency rule 
in 2007.

April
April 3 - Former President Pervez 
Musharraf survived an assassination 
attempt in Islamabad. �ere were no 
reports of injuries. April 8 - A bomb 
detonated on a rail car in Sibi 

Baluchistan, killed 13 people and another 
35 injured. April 9 - A bomb blast in a 
market kills 26 people in the outskirts of 
Islamabad. April 11 - Two rival factions 
of the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan clash 
in Waziristan, leaving 12 insurgents dead. 
April 12 - Gunmen kidnapp 100 men 
from a tribal gathering in North-West 
country side. April 13 - 73 people are 
released from captivity by the Taliban, a 
day after they were kidnapped. April 17 - 
�e Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
announced that it would not extend a 
cease�re with the Pakistani government. 
April 22 - Nine people were killed and 
dozens wounded in two separate bomb 
and gun attacks in northwest part of 
country. April 25 - A bomb detonated in 
Karachi, killing 4 people and wounding 
25. 

May
May 7 - An American FBI agent was 
arrested for carrying ammunition while 
trying to board a �ight, which is in 
violation of their anti-terror laws. May 8 - 
A roadside bomb near the Afghan border 
in North Waziristan killed 8 Army 
soldiers. May 21 - Pakistan Air Force 
�ghter jets bomb suspected militant 
hideouts in North Waziristan, killing 
approximately 60 militants and injuring 
another 30. May 27 - A woman was 
stoned to death with bricks outside a 
courthouse by family members including 
her father, two brothers, and ex-�ancé for 
marrying a man she loved against the 
family's wishes. May 28 - A split emerged 
in the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan after 
the Mehsud faction walked out, saying 
the group leaders' tactics were 
"un-Islamic". May 31 - Taliban 
insurgents from Afghanistan attacked a 
Pakistani border post in Bajour tribal 
area.

June
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he year 2014 was marked by 
deadly attacks in country, the 
deadliest of which occurred 
on Dec. 16 in the 

northwestern city Peshawar where at least 
132 school children and nine sta� were 
killed and another 125 people, mostly 
young students, injured.

Seven Taliban attackers wearing bomb 
vests gained entry into the Peshawar 
Army-run public school and mercilessly 
gunned down hundreds of students 
taking an exam in the school's 
auditorium.

�e attack, which has sparked national 
outrage, has prompted Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif to announce an end to the 
moratorium on the death penalty in his 
bid to "eliminate terrorism and violence" 
in the country.

�e attack in Peshawar, where the 
Pakistani Taliban admitted responsibility, 
was the worst in Pakistani history, even 
deadlier than the twin bomb attacks 
against the late Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto on Oct. 18, 2007 where at least 

130 died.

�e government started the year with a 
policy of engaging the Taliban militants 
in negotiations to end years of �ghting. 
Although the Taliban declared a 40-day 
cease�re in March and April, terror 
attacks did not slow down during the 
period.

Both sides formed their respective 
dialogue teams to carry on the peace 
process and talks were held. However, the 
Taliban's unrealistic preconditions, 
including return of some areas in South 
Waziristan and the release of their 
prisoners, hindered progress in the peace 
talks.

After the horrifying atrocity in Peshawar, 
all political forces in country have shown 
a rare unity in condemning the Taliban 
and supporting the use of force against 
them.

�e government has taken more tough 
measures to hit the terrorists. �e 
moratorium on capital punishment since 
2008 has been lifted, and the government 

June 5 - Pakistani police arrest multiple 
people involved in the stoning of Farzana 
Parveen, bringing the total number of 
people in custody to 12. June 6 – Ashiq 
Ullaha Mehsud, a senior commander in 
the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, was shot 
dead by unknown assailants, speculated to 
be from the Mehsud splinter group, in the 
village of Urmuz in the North Waziristan 
region. June 8 - At least 24 people were 
killed when militants attacked a bus 
carrying Shia pilgrims from Iran to 
Quetta in Baluchistan province of 
Pakistan. June 8 - Gunmen attack 
Karachi's Jinnah International Airport 
resulting in at least 21 deaths and leading 
to all �ights to and from the airport being 
cancelled. �e Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan claimed responsibility for the 
attack.

June 10 - �e Pakistan Air Force 

conducted bombing raids against 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan positions in 
the Tirah region killing at least 15 
militants in response to the Jinnah 
International Airport attack in Karachi. 
June 11 - Tirah air strike: At least 25 
suspected militants were killed and 15 
injured when military planes bombed 
their hideouts in Tirah valley of Khyber 
Agency. June 12 - At least ten more 
militants were killed in a suspected 
United States drone attack in North 
Waziristan. June 15 - War in North-West 
Pakistan: Airstrikes in the northwestern 
tribal area bordering Afghanistan killed 
as many as 100 militants. Abu Abdur 
Rehman Almani, the mastermind behind 
2014 Jinnah International Airport attack, 
was killed during air strikes carried out by 
Pakistan Air Force. Pakistan formally 
launched military operation against the 
insurgents in North Waziristan. June 16 - 
�e Pakistan Air Force conducts 
airstrikes against 6 Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan positions in North Waziristan, 

killing 27 militants. June 17 - Clashes in 
Lahore between the Punjab Police and 
Pakistan Awami Tehreek activists results 
in several protesters being killed by police 
gun�re. 

August
August 04 - Kulachi, Dera Ismail Khan 
Bomb Blast, Faqir Jamshed Ahmed 
Khan, the crown-prince of Noori Darbar 
Kulachi, had fallen prey to a remote 
controlled IED. August 13 - �e process 
of long march and sit-in started by PTI 
and PAT. August 14 - Pakistan's 67th 
independence day was celebrated during 
long march from Lahore to Islamabad. 
August 15 - Quetta Airbase attack, 12 
militants, and 11 persons injured after a 
failed attack on PAF bases in Quetta. 
August 16 - Sit-In started outside the 
Parliament house by PTI and PAT. 
August 26 - Javed Hashmi got separated 

from sit-in by PTI

September
September 1 - Pakistani protesters 
armed with sticks and stones clash with 
police in the centre of Islamabad after 
protests calling for the resignation of 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif turn 
violent. All schools in the capital had 
been closed as a result of the clashes. �e 
Pakistan Television Corporation went 
o� air after protesters storm its 
headquarters. September 4 - Monsoon 
rains killed more than 40 people. 
September 6 - Heavy monsoon rains and 
�ash �oods leave over 200 people dead 
across India and Pakistan. September 9 - 
�e death toll from the �oods rose to at 
least 205 in Pakistan and 200 in India. 
September 9 - At least nine people are 
killed as a roof collapses in a mosque in 
the low income neighborhood of 
Daroghawala in Lahore. September 11 - 
A ban was imposed on Saeed Ajmal by 

International Cricket Council (ICC). 
September 17 - Al-Qaeda announced 
that it had temporarily captured the 
Pakistani Navy frigate PNS Zul�qar, in 
an attempt to attack the U.S �eet with 
onboard missiles, before it was 
recaptured by Pakistani Forces. 
September 22 - Javed Hashmi 
challenged Shah Mehmood Qureshi to 
contest election from NA-149 Multan. 
September 28 - At least 21 militants 
were killed in airstrikes and a gun�ght in 
north western tribal areas of country.

October
October 10- A stampede occurred in 
Multan, Pakistan. A political party 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf faced the 
stampede during a public rally. It caused 
the deaths of more than half a dozen 
people. More shocking moment came 
when PTI Chairman Imran Khan 
addressed the crowd. People kept falling 
unconscious due to heat and the workers 
took some of them away from the stage 
for medical help. But, it did not stop the 
PTI chief even for a moment, as he 
continued with his speech. As Imran 
Khan ended his speech, a large number 
of people rushed together towards the 
main gate to leave the venue, causing 
many people to fall to the ground and 
run over by the crowd.

November
November 2 - More than 60 people were 
killed and more than 110 people were 
injured in a suicide attack on the 
Pakistan side of the Wagah border. 
November 10 - At least four policemen 
were killed and another four are 
wounded in separate attacks in Karachi 
and Rawalpindi. November 11 - A 
gun�ght and two bombings left at least 
15 militants and 5 soldiers dead. 
November 11 - 58 people were killed in a 
bus crash in the Sukkur District in Sindh 
province.

December
December 16 – �e deadliest Peshawar 
school attack: Taliban gunmen storm one 
of the military-run Army Public Schools 
in Peshawar, killed at least 141, including 
132 children and nine employees, with 
most of �ve hundred students evacuated. 
�e shooting ended with all six gunmen 
dead. December 17 – Premier had lifted 
the moratorium on the death penalty for 
terror-related cases following the 
Taliban's assault on a school in Peshawar. 



is trying to quickly remove legal hurdles 
to execute over 500 terrorists who have 
already been sentenced to death.

Special courts headed by military o�cers 
will also be set up to speed up trials of 
hardcore terrorists, while another 
"Zarb-e- Azb" operation will be launched 
to deal with the terrorists hiding in cities 
and villages.

During his latest address to the nation, 
Prime Minister Sharif said the days of 
terrorists were numbered as he vowed to 
uproot terrorism in Pakistan.

�ere are some important gloomier 
glimpses of year 2014, which leaves 
more insecurity for people of Pakistan. 

January 1 - A bomb exploded on the 
Qambrani road in Akhtarabad, Quetta 
near a bus, which was carrying at least 50 
pilgrims from Iran to Pakistan. Police 
con�rmed that three of the passengers are 
killed and at least twenty-four injured. 
January 9 - 14-year-old boy Aitizaz 
Hassan in northern part of country is 
killed stopping a suicide bomber at the 
main gate of his school but saves the lives 
of all of his schoolmates gathered for their 
morning assembly. He was nominated for 
an award by Premier Nawaz Sharif. �e 
Sunni group Lashkar-e-Jhangvi claims 
responsibility for the attack. January 10 - 
A car suicide-bomb was blasted by 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan near the 
convoy of a senior police o�cer 
Chaudhry Aslam Khan, in which Khan 
was killed with two others. January 19-20 
- A bomb blast had ripped through a 
vehicle carrying security forces inside a 
Pakistani army compound in the 
country's north-west city of Bannu, 
killing at least 20 people, most of them 
paramilitary troops. Very next day on Jan 
20, a suicide bomber blows himself up 
near Pakistan's military headquarters in 
Rawalpindi, killing at least 13 people. 
January 20 - War in North-West 
Pakistan, Pakistan Army bombed 
suspected Taliban hideouts killing 25 
militants in North Waziristan. A bomb 
ripped through a bus full of Shiite 
pilgrims in western Pakistan killing at 
least 22 people.

February
February 9 - Gunmen attack an Islamic 
religious gathering in Karachi, killing 8 
people. February 11 - At least 11 people 
were killed after a grenade is thrown into 
a movie theatre in the city of Peshawar. 
February 12 - Militants in northwestern 
part of country killed nine male family 

members of a slain leader of a 
pro-government militia in an attack on 
the family's house outside the city of 
Peshawar. February 13 - At least eight 
police o�cers are killed in a suicide bomb 
attack in Karachi. February 17 - 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan say they have 
killed 23 captured Pakistani security force 
members, in a setback to peace talks 
aimed at ending the Islamist insurgency. 
February 17 - Former president Pervez 
Musharraf appeared in front of a civil 
court for the �rst time.

March
March 1 - A bomb killed at least 11 
people and another 10 injured in 
Federally Administered Tribal Areas 
(FATA). War in North-West Pakistan, a 
bomb attack on a polio vaccination team 
in a village in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Province killed at least ten people. �e 
TTP announced a one-month cease�re 
aimed at reviving peace talks. March 2 - 
Pakistani military bombs the hideout of a 
Taliban militant leader killing �ve 
insurgents. March 3 - Young men with 
guns open �re at a local court in 
Islamabad, resulting in at least 11 deaths 
including a judge and 22 injuries. March 
14 - Attacks all across Pakistan leave 
dozens dead, with the most violence 
centered in Peshawar and Quetta. March 
22 - At least 35 people died in 
Baluchistan in a collision between a 
petrol tanker and two buses. March 31 - 
A court charges former President Pervez 
Musharraf with high treason in relation 
to the imposition of the emergency rule 
in 2007.

April
April 3 - Former President Pervez 
Musharraf survived an assassination 
attempt in Islamabad. �ere were no 
reports of injuries. April 8 - A bomb 
detonated on a rail car in Sibi 

Baluchistan, killed 13 people and another 
35 injured. April 9 - A bomb blast in a 
market kills 26 people in the outskirts of 
Islamabad. April 11 - Two rival factions 
of the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan clash 
in Waziristan, leaving 12 insurgents dead. 
April 12 - Gunmen kidnapp 100 men 
from a tribal gathering in North-West 
country side. April 13 - 73 people are 
released from captivity by the Taliban, a 
day after they were kidnapped. April 17 - 
�e Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
announced that it would not extend a 
cease�re with the Pakistani government. 
April 22 - Nine people were killed and 
dozens wounded in two separate bomb 
and gun attacks in northwest part of 
country. April 25 - A bomb detonated in 
Karachi, killing 4 people and wounding 
25. 

May
May 7 - An American FBI agent was 
arrested for carrying ammunition while 
trying to board a �ight, which is in 
violation of their anti-terror laws. May 8 - 
A roadside bomb near the Afghan border 
in North Waziristan killed 8 Army 
soldiers. May 21 - Pakistan Air Force 
�ghter jets bomb suspected militant 
hideouts in North Waziristan, killing 
approximately 60 militants and injuring 
another 30. May 27 - A woman was 
stoned to death with bricks outside a 
courthouse by family members including 
her father, two brothers, and ex-�ancé for 
marrying a man she loved against the 
family's wishes. May 28 - A split emerged 
in the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan after 
the Mehsud faction walked out, saying 
the group leaders' tactics were 
"un-Islamic". May 31 - Taliban 
insurgents from Afghanistan attacked a 
Pakistani border post in Bajour tribal 
area.

June
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he year 2014 was marked by 
deadly attacks in country, the 
deadliest of which occurred 
on Dec. 16 in the 

northwestern city Peshawar where at least 
132 school children and nine sta� were 
killed and another 125 people, mostly 
young students, injured.

Seven Taliban attackers wearing bomb 
vests gained entry into the Peshawar 
Army-run public school and mercilessly 
gunned down hundreds of students 
taking an exam in the school's 
auditorium.

�e attack, which has sparked national 
outrage, has prompted Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif to announce an end to the 
moratorium on the death penalty in his 
bid to "eliminate terrorism and violence" 
in the country.

�e attack in Peshawar, where the 
Pakistani Taliban admitted responsibility, 
was the worst in Pakistani history, even 
deadlier than the twin bomb attacks 
against the late Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto on Oct. 18, 2007 where at least 

130 died.

�e government started the year with a 
policy of engaging the Taliban militants 
in negotiations to end years of �ghting. 
Although the Taliban declared a 40-day 
cease�re in March and April, terror 
attacks did not slow down during the 
period.

Both sides formed their respective 
dialogue teams to carry on the peace 
process and talks were held. However, the 
Taliban's unrealistic preconditions, 
including return of some areas in South 
Waziristan and the release of their 
prisoners, hindered progress in the peace 
talks.

After the horrifying atrocity in Peshawar, 
all political forces in country have shown 
a rare unity in condemning the Taliban 
and supporting the use of force against 
them.

�e government has taken more tough 
measures to hit the terrorists. �e 
moratorium on capital punishment since 
2008 has been lifted, and the government 

June 5 - Pakistani police arrest multiple 
people involved in the stoning of Farzana 
Parveen, bringing the total number of 
people in custody to 12. June 6 – Ashiq 
Ullaha Mehsud, a senior commander in 
the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, was shot 
dead by unknown assailants, speculated to 
be from the Mehsud splinter group, in the 
village of Urmuz in the North Waziristan 
region. June 8 - At least 24 people were 
killed when militants attacked a bus 
carrying Shia pilgrims from Iran to 
Quetta in Baluchistan province of 
Pakistan. June 8 - Gunmen attack 
Karachi's Jinnah International Airport 
resulting in at least 21 deaths and leading 
to all �ights to and from the airport being 
cancelled. �e Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan claimed responsibility for the 
attack.

June 10 - �e Pakistan Air Force 

conducted bombing raids against 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan positions in 
the Tirah region killing at least 15 
militants in response to the Jinnah 
International Airport attack in Karachi. 
June 11 - Tirah air strike: At least 25 
suspected militants were killed and 15 
injured when military planes bombed 
their hideouts in Tirah valley of Khyber 
Agency. June 12 - At least ten more 
militants were killed in a suspected 
United States drone attack in North 
Waziristan. June 15 - War in North-West 
Pakistan: Airstrikes in the northwestern 
tribal area bordering Afghanistan killed 
as many as 100 militants. Abu Abdur 
Rehman Almani, the mastermind behind 
2014 Jinnah International Airport attack, 
was killed during air strikes carried out by 
Pakistan Air Force. Pakistan formally 
launched military operation against the 
insurgents in North Waziristan. June 16 - 
�e Pakistan Air Force conducts 
airstrikes against 6 Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan positions in North Waziristan, 

killing 27 militants. June 17 - Clashes in 
Lahore between the Punjab Police and 
Pakistan Awami Tehreek activists results 
in several protesters being killed by police 
gun�re. 

August
August 04 - Kulachi, Dera Ismail Khan 
Bomb Blast, Faqir Jamshed Ahmed 
Khan, the crown-prince of Noori Darbar 
Kulachi, had fallen prey to a remote 
controlled IED. August 13 - �e process 
of long march and sit-in started by PTI 
and PAT. August 14 - Pakistan's 67th 
independence day was celebrated during 
long march from Lahore to Islamabad. 
August 15 - Quetta Airbase attack, 12 
militants, and 11 persons injured after a 
failed attack on PAF bases in Quetta. 
August 16 - Sit-In started outside the 
Parliament house by PTI and PAT. 
August 26 - Javed Hashmi got separated 

from sit-in by PTI

September
September 1 - Pakistani protesters 
armed with sticks and stones clash with 
police in the centre of Islamabad after 
protests calling for the resignation of 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif turn 
violent. All schools in the capital had 
been closed as a result of the clashes. �e 
Pakistan Television Corporation went 
o� air after protesters storm its 
headquarters. September 4 - Monsoon 
rains killed more than 40 people. 
September 6 - Heavy monsoon rains and 
�ash �oods leave over 200 people dead 
across India and Pakistan. September 9 - 
�e death toll from the �oods rose to at 
least 205 in Pakistan and 200 in India. 
September 9 - At least nine people are 
killed as a roof collapses in a mosque in 
the low income neighborhood of 
Daroghawala in Lahore. September 11 - 
A ban was imposed on Saeed Ajmal by 

International Cricket Council (ICC). 
September 17 - Al-Qaeda announced 
that it had temporarily captured the 
Pakistani Navy frigate PNS Zul�qar, in 
an attempt to attack the U.S �eet with 
onboard missiles, before it was 
recaptured by Pakistani Forces. 
September 22 - Javed Hashmi 
challenged Shah Mehmood Qureshi to 
contest election from NA-149 Multan. 
September 28 - At least 21 militants 
were killed in airstrikes and a gun�ght in 
north western tribal areas of country.

October
October 10- A stampede occurred in 
Multan, Pakistan. A political party 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf faced the 
stampede during a public rally. It caused 
the deaths of more than half a dozen 
people. More shocking moment came 
when PTI Chairman Imran Khan 
addressed the crowd. People kept falling 
unconscious due to heat and the workers 
took some of them away from the stage 
for medical help. But, it did not stop the 
PTI chief even for a moment, as he 
continued with his speech. As Imran 
Khan ended his speech, a large number 
of people rushed together towards the 
main gate to leave the venue, causing 
many people to fall to the ground and 
run over by the crowd.

November
November 2 - More than 60 people were 
killed and more than 110 people were 
injured in a suicide attack on the 
Pakistan side of the Wagah border. 
November 10 - At least four policemen 
were killed and another four are 
wounded in separate attacks in Karachi 
and Rawalpindi. November 11 - A 
gun�ght and two bombings left at least 
15 militants and 5 soldiers dead. 
November 11 - 58 people were killed in a 
bus crash in the Sukkur District in Sindh 
province.

December
December 16 – �e deadliest Peshawar 
school attack: Taliban gunmen storm one 
of the military-run Army Public Schools 
in Peshawar, killed at least 141, including 
132 children and nine employees, with 
most of �ve hundred students evacuated. 
�e shooting ended with all six gunmen 
dead. December 17 – Premier had lifted 
the moratorium on the death penalty for 
terror-related cases following the 
Taliban's assault on a school in Peshawar. 
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ummit Bank Limited opened its 
second Islamic Banking Branch 
at PIA Employees Cooperative 
Society Township, Lahore.  

Chairman Summit Bank, His 
Excellency, Nasser Abdulla Hussain 
Lootah inaugurated the new branch. 

�e expansion is in line with the Bank’s 
vision for the provision of 
Shariahcompliant products and services. 
�e �rst Islamic banking branch of 
Summit Bank was opened in Karachi 
earlier this year. 

�e bank's investors have injected one 
billion rupees fresh equity for 
Shariah-based operations. Summit Bank 
plans to transform all its branches into 

Islamic mode of banking by the end of 
2016.Mufti Muhammad Najeeb is the 
advisor of the bank to design Shariah 
mode products for its customers. 

�e State Bank of Pakistan has been 
making serious e�orts for promotion of 
Islamic banking in the country and has 
recently issued a roadmap for the Islamic 
banking industry to increase its share in 
overall banking sector. Presently, Islamic 
banking has a share of 12 percent in the 
country's banking sector, he added. 

As per Islamic banking business account 
are accepted on the basis of Modarba (a 
form of partnership) and the bank will 
act as Modarib (managing partner) and 
investment accountholder will provide 

funds for investment to earn Halal 
pro�t/bene�ts identi�ed as 
Rab-ul-Maal. �e provided funds will 
be invested in an investment pool, 
managed by the bank in capacity of 
Modarib. 

Summit Bank Ltd is one of the fastest 
growing commercial banks of Pakistan, 
which, in a very short span of time, has 
expanded its network across the country 
and built an infrastructure based on state 
of the art “Risk Management 
Framework” as well as “IT platform.” It 
uses one of the best IT platforms of the 
worldto o�er web and SMS based 
banking to the customers and also 
providing superior MIS to the 
Management.
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H.E. Nasser Abdulla Hussain Lootah, Chairman Summit Bank Ltd., performing the opening ceremony of
Summit Bank’s Islamic Banking Branch in Lahore at 40 Block D, P.I.A. Employees C.S.T.

Summit Bank expands Islamic
banking services



hired Mr. Khalid Bin Shaheen on 
contract for a period of three 
-years,instead of receiving his services 
on deputation from HBL. Mr. Khalid 
Bin Shaheen joined NBP after taking 
premature retirement from HBL. Mr. 
Khalid Bin Shaheen is brother of law of 
former minister Dr Hafeez Shaikh. 

It is interesting to mention that, as per 
HBL's salary slip, at the time of 
retirement  from HBL  in June 2009, 
Mr Shaheen’s gross salary was  Rs 
319,712 per month,  whereas   the NBP  
hired his services with  a  gross  monthly   
remuneration   of Rs1,041,492.

Over completion of his three year 
contract, the NBP Board renewed Mr 
Shaheen’s employment   on July 24, 
2012 for a further period of three years.  
As  per  new employment   contract ,  
the  NBP also gave him  Life  Insurance   
Policy covering death and disability  of a 
permanent  nature  for the value of Rs10 
million. No other permanent or 
contractual employee has been given the 
facility of life insurance and neither this 
facility was approved by the NBP Board 
nor does NBP HR rules has any such 
provisions.

�e SBP inspection also pointed out 
that despite lapse of his two tenures, the 

NBP HR department did not get 
veri�ed his educational certi�cates.  

Muhammad Ra�q Bangali, SEVP, 
Overseas   Banking   Group  

He is the current Chief of Overseas 
Banking Group at the NBP. According 
to SBP inspection report, Mr Bangali 
joined the bank in 1998 as Senior Vice 
President and General Manager of the 
NBP’s US operations. He was 
promotedas Senior Executive Vice 
President (SEVP) in 2002. �e 
inspection report noted that during his 
long career with NBP, his contract has 
been renewed several times.   �e 
inspection team found no educational  
certi�cates  in his  personal   �le, except  
a photocopy  of an  MBA  degree  from  
the University of California,  Berkeley.  
Moreover, the name mentioned onhis 
degree is di�erent from the name on his 
National Identity Card (CNIC) and 
passport which were also available in his 
personal �le. 

�e NBP had requested  the veri�cation  
of his MBA  degree  from  the  
University   of California,  Berkeley  on  
January 1, 2012, but no response  to this 
letter had been received  till date.  It is 
pertinent  to mention  that a letter  
dated  October 27, 2009 was found  in 
his personal  �le con�rming  
authenticity   of his degree  which  was 
addressed  to  the  bank's  o�cial  who 
was currently  performing  this function  
and  did not  occupy  the same position  
in 2009.  Further, the letter did not 
contain features of veri�cation such as 
University seal & security paper as 
stated on the website of the concerned 
university. �e envelope of the 
veri�cation   letter had a local postage 
stamp a�xed.  �ese factors created 
serious doubts towards the authenticity 
of this letter.

�e latest contract of Mr Bengali  
o�ered  by the  NBP in 2012  
mentioned   that  the  concerned  
executive would  be based at Bahrain or 
the Middle  East and his salary was 
�xed  in US dollars.  However, he 
remained posted in Pakistan and the 
bank paid his salary in USD for the 
whole  year of 2012. �e employment 
agreement also contained several clauses 
that all disputes would be dealt under 
US Laws.  Further, tax on salary would 
also be paid by the bank according to US 
laws. Despite the inclusion of several 
complexities and unusual terms and 
conditions in the agreement, legal 
vetting of the same had not been 
obtained by the NBP. 

He was not eligible  for any 
performance   bonus under the 
parameters de�ned in  his contract but 
the NBP Board awarded  him Rs2.5 
million bonus in May, 2013 on account 
of his performance for the period during 
2008-10.

Syed Muhammad Ali Zamin, EVP - 
Company   Secretary

Contrary to the requirement of code of 
corporate governance,  the  employment  
contract of company secretary  dated  
July 31, 2012 clearly mention that he 
will report directly to the  President of 
NBP  and obtain instructions regarding 
his duties and responsibilities from the 
President. Further, the SBP report 
pointed out that his contract says that 
he would perform all duties and 
responsibilities allocated to him by the 
NBP President to the satisfaction of his 
superior.

�e bank neither yet veri�ed his  
professional certi�cates  issued  by  IBP  
and  the Institute of Corporate 
Securities of Pakistan nor educational  
certi�cates such asMBA, BSC,  Inter  
and Metric  from  the concerned  board 
or universities. NBP allowed  him leave  
encashment of 45 days  to him  on  
February 11, 2013  and for 92 days  on  
June 29, 2012  despite  the  fact  that  his  
employment contracts speci�cally 
restricts encashment of annual paid 
leaves. __ EA Report
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here is no doubt that 
relationshipmatters in career 
advancement. Especially, in a 
country like Pakistan, it 

become di�cult for professionals to 
achieve high rank positions if they don’t 
have close references, relations or 
friendships with people at higher levels. 
It is called nepotism.

Nepotism and violation of merit has 
destroyedour institutionsas incapable 
persons are being appointed on sensitive 
positions which also involve budgetary 
authority. National Bank of Pakistan 
(NBP) is one institution has been 
su�ering due to the manse of nepotism 
and violation of merit.�e State Bank of 

Pakistan recent inspection report 
mentioned a number of appointments at 
senior position in NBP in violation of 
rules and merit. A few examples are 
quoted here.  

Mr. Khalid Bin Shaheen, SEVP, Global 
Home Remittance Management Group

�e SBP report mentioned that the 
NBP hired services of Mr. Khalid Bin 
Shaheen onthe instructions of former 
federal minister for �nance Mr. Abdul 
Hafeez Shaikh in 2009. It stated that 
the ministry of �nance gave NBP an 
option, either to hire the services of Mr. 
Khalid Bin Shaheen on contract or 
receive him in bank on deputationas 
Executive Vice President. Mr. Khalid 

Shaheen was serving in the Habib Bank 
Limited (HBL)since 1976. 

�e matter (appointment of Mr. Khalid 
Shaheen) was placed before the NBP 
Board of Directors in its meeting held 
on March 18, 2009. According to 
minutes of the meeting, the SBP report 
quoted, the then NBP President Mr. Ali 
Raza informed the Board that Advisor 
to the prime minister on Finance and 
Economic A�airs has advised him to 
hire the services of Mr. Khalid Bin 
Shaheen.  �e Board authorized the 
NBP President to hire the services of 
Mr. Shaheen on deputation from HBL.  

Nevertheless, the then NBP president in 
violation of Board’s recommendation 

T

Nepotism;
all around at NBP
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on deputation from HBL. Mr. Khalid 
Bin Shaheen joined NBP after taking 
premature retirement from HBL. Mr. 
Khalid Bin Shaheen is brother of law of 
former minister Dr Hafeez Shaikh. 

It is interesting to mention that, as per 
HBL's salary slip, at the time of 
retirement  from HBL  in June 2009, 
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in 2009.  Further, the letter did not 
contain features of veri�cation such as 
University seal & security paper as 
stated on the website of the concerned 
university. �e envelope of the 
veri�cation   letter had a local postage 
stamp a�xed.  �ese factors created 
serious doubts towards the authenticity 
of this letter.

�e latest contract of Mr Bengali  
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mentioned   that  the  concerned  
executive would  be based at Bahrain or 
the Middle  East and his salary was 
�xed  in US dollars.  However, he 
remained posted in Pakistan and the 
bank paid his salary in USD for the 
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agreement also contained several clauses 
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US Laws.  Further, tax on salary would 
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laws. Despite the inclusion of several 
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conditions in the agreement, legal 
vetting of the same had not been 
obtained by the NBP. 
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million bonus in May, 2013 on account 
of his performance for the period during 
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Contrary to the requirement of code of 
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contract of company secretary  dated  
July 31, 2012 clearly mention that he 
will report directly to the  President of 
NBP  and obtain instructions regarding 
his duties and responsibilities from the 
President. Further, the SBP report 
pointed out that his contract says that 
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responsibilities allocated to him by the 
NBP President to the satisfaction of his 
superior.
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Limited (HBL)since 1976. 
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Mr. Khalid Bin Shaheen joined NBP 
after taking premature retirement 

from HBL. Mr. Khalid Bin Shaheen is 
brother of law of former minister

Dr Hafeez Shaikh. 



pollution has also become a major 
problem, which is nature’s red-light 
warning against the model of ine�cient 
and blind development and we must have 
the mettle to �ght on and break mental 
shackles to deepen reforms on all fronts.

Many of the announcements required to 
be made to reduce bureaucratic red tape 
and gradually shift the country away from 
a planned economy to one based more 
genuinely on market forces. Economic 
reforms remain paramount to transform 
Pakistan’s economic growth away from 
exports and �xed investment. A greater 
emphasis has to be placed on allowing the 
market to play a decisive role in the 
allocation of resources and pricing. �e 
core solution to economic reforms lies in 
de�ning a proper relationship between 
the government and the market. Many of 
the reforms fundamentally change the 
role of the state in the economy – 
including adjusting the focus of the 
backbone of the state planning 
mechanism.

Over the last 68 years Pakistan has 
leveraged capital to drive economic 
development while guiding the 
introduction of western concepts, 
management skills, best practises and 
technologies. �e reform programmes 
must provide an answer to how to govern 
the country in an open market economy 
while addressing fundamental societal 
challenges. Investment continues to be an 
important component of economic 
development. As part of the reform 
agenda government policies should 
abolish or simplify preliminary review 
and approval procedures that give 
businesses full power over their 
investment decisions, and make it easier 
to make investments and start businesses. 
A system that lists all items over which 
governments review and approval are 
required should be developed and 
released to the public.

To adjust to the new realities of economic 
globalisation, Pakistan must accelerate 

the pace of opening-up, both internally 
and in terms of the outside world. 
Pakistan will have to lower the thresholds 
for investment, reduce bureaucratic 
investment approval barriers, accelerate 
the construction of free trade zones and 
boost opening-up in both inland and 
coastal areas. Reforms and opening-up 
are closely interconnected. Combined 
they will bring a range of positive 
opportunities for investors. �e 
commitment to allow market forces to 
play an increasingly decisive role in 
Pakistan is positive for business as it will 
introduce greater predictability. Yet, even 
with these reforms corporate success in 
Pakistan will not guarantee continued 
success unless some of the considerations 
that include the battle against o�cials’ 
misconduct have expanded �rmly into 
the corporate environment. It is 
imperative that companies operating in 
Pakistan ensure their corporate 
compliance systems are robust and are 
matched to the scale of their expanding 
Pakistan business.

�e expectations from companies 
operating in Pakistan have evolved and 
they are being held to a higher standard 
than they were in the past. Companies 
must ensure that they are operating in 
Pakistan consistently with their global 
values and are genuinely responsible local 
citizens. Some of the business sectors 
remain challenging, regardless of the 
positive reform agendas but for 
companies operating in those sectors it 
will require concerted issue engagement 
and resolve.

Government is working to change the 
economic growth model and companies 
that operate in areas that were previously 
prioritised must consider how they can 
adjust to meet the new long-term focus. 
A number of government bodies are 
looking to make their mark with decisive 
judgements, such as those involved in 
anti-trust. Economists focus heavily on 
the importance of reforms and 

unequivocally state, that reforms should 
be the top priority for the government. 
While reforms have brought great bene�t 
to the country, Pakistan’s reform had 
entered a critical “deep water zone” and 
country must be prepared to pass through 
an area of deep water a period that will 
challenge the tested method of crossing 
areas of water by feeling the stones.

�e role of the government in the 
economy must adapt to match the 
developmental position of the country. 
Government should continue to reduce 
bureaucratic red tape and improve 
coordination between the centre and the 
provinces with the support of �scal and 
taxation reform. At the same time, the 
public should have the ability to scrutinise 
the use of power and to cage power of the 
authorities.  Equal importance should be 
placed on the development of the public 
and non-public sectors. However, even 
with reforms the basic economic system 
continues to depend on public ownership 
as a cornerstone of its long-term success. 
�e �ght against corruption should 
remain �rmly on the agenda and is the 
natural enemy of government and it is 
imperative that they take a zero tolerance 
approach. More reforms are expected in 
Pakistan’s judicial system to overcome 
problems over transparency and corrupt 
judges, including curtailing the 
politician’s political power to interfere in 
the legal cases. �e government should 
make it clear that more e�ort will be 
exerted in accepting supervision from the 
public, including soliciting public opinion 
and paying more heed to media reports.

A basic principal embedded in the reform 
programme is to di�erentiate and 
rede�ne the roles of government, market 
and societal entities so that the 
government will be able to focus on 
ensuring fairness, justice, rule of law and 
providing services. �e market can be 
used to e�ciently allocate resources and 
determine pricing and social entities can 
support dispute resolution and provide 
stability. �e reform agenda places great 
emphasis on allowing the market to play a 
decisive role in the allocation of resources. 
�e core solution to economic reform lies 
in de�ning a proper relationship between 
the government and the market.
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rime Minister (PM) Nawaz 
Sharif inaugurated a 60 
kilometre long motorway 
project in Hazara in November 

2014. �is road will be completed at a 
cost of $ 27 million. By laying the 
foundations of a fenced four-lane 
motorway there, Pakistan has 
commenced o� the multibillion dollar 
Pakistan-China Economic Corridor 
development programme. 
China-Pakistan economic corridor 
projects envisage $ 34 billion investment 
in the energy sector and around $ 11 
billion in infrastructure. �ese projects 
o�er immense opportunities to 
businesses and will give a boost to 
Pakistan’s economy. Earlier this month, 
PM Nawaz Sharif during his visit to 
China  also signed deals worth $ 45.6 

billion, which included projects 
connected with the corridor. China and 
Pakistan will facilitate the development of 
Gwadar Port in south-western Pakistan 
along with strengthening cooperation in 
energy and electricity projects and the 
planned industrial parks along the 
corridor. �e corridor was proposed in an 
agreement reached in May 2013. Plan is 
to connect Kashgar in China’s Xinjiang 
with Pakistan’s Gwadar Port in 
Baluchistan province, and the corridor is 
expected to serve as a conduit for Chinese 
imports of oil from the Persian Gulf. �e 
early-harvest projects include 1,320 MW 
coal-based power projects at Port Qasim, 
660 MW coal-based power projects at 
Gaddani, 1,100 MW Kohala hydropower 
project, 873 MW Suki Kanari 
hydropower project, 720 MW Karot 

hydropower project, 3.5 metric tons 
annually coal mining project at �ar 
block-II, SECMC and Solar Power Park 
at Bahawalpur, in addition to the 
construction of East-Bay Expressway at 
Gwadar and a 300-bed hospital at 
Gwadar.

It seems that the leadership has 
recognised that the growth model that 
has driven the country over the last 68 
years is not sustainable and is causing 
signi�cant challenges. Government have 
outlined reforms that will increase the 
role of market forces and adjust the role of 
government. Multiple sectors are called 
out by economistsfor speci�c reforms 
from �nance to health care while also 
calling on national resolve to tackle 
environmental challenges. Environmental 

P

No instant change,
Reforms take time
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pollution has also become a major 
problem, which is nature’s red-light 
warning against the model of ine�cient 
and blind development and we must have 
the mettle to �ght on and break mental 
shackles to deepen reforms on all fronts.

Many of the announcements required to 
be made to reduce bureaucratic red tape 
and gradually shift the country away from 
a planned economy to one based more 
genuinely on market forces. Economic 
reforms remain paramount to transform 
Pakistan’s economic growth away from 
exports and �xed investment. A greater 
emphasis has to be placed on allowing the 
market to play a decisive role in the 
allocation of resources and pricing. �e 
core solution to economic reforms lies in 
de�ning a proper relationship between 
the government and the market. Many of 
the reforms fundamentally change the 
role of the state in the economy – 
including adjusting the focus of the 
backbone of the state planning 
mechanism.

Over the last 68 years Pakistan has 
leveraged capital to drive economic 
development while guiding the 
introduction of western concepts, 
management skills, best practises and 
technologies. �e reform programmes 
must provide an answer to how to govern 
the country in an open market economy 
while addressing fundamental societal 
challenges. Investment continues to be an 
important component of economic 
development. As part of the reform 
agenda government policies should 
abolish or simplify preliminary review 
and approval procedures that give 
businesses full power over their 
investment decisions, and make it easier 
to make investments and start businesses. 
A system that lists all items over which 
governments review and approval are 
required should be developed and 
released to the public.

To adjust to the new realities of economic 
globalisation, Pakistan must accelerate 

the pace of opening-up, both internally 
and in terms of the outside world. 
Pakistan will have to lower the thresholds 
for investment, reduce bureaucratic 
investment approval barriers, accelerate 
the construction of free trade zones and 
boost opening-up in both inland and 
coastal areas. Reforms and opening-up 
are closely interconnected. Combined 
they will bring a range of positive 
opportunities for investors. �e 
commitment to allow market forces to 
play an increasingly decisive role in 
Pakistan is positive for business as it will 
introduce greater predictability. Yet, even 
with these reforms corporate success in 
Pakistan will not guarantee continued 
success unless some of the considerations 
that include the battle against o�cials’ 
misconduct have expanded �rmly into 
the corporate environment. It is 
imperative that companies operating in 
Pakistan ensure their corporate 
compliance systems are robust and are 
matched to the scale of their expanding 
Pakistan business.

�e expectations from companies 
operating in Pakistan have evolved and 
they are being held to a higher standard 
than they were in the past. Companies 
must ensure that they are operating in 
Pakistan consistently with their global 
values and are genuinely responsible local 
citizens. Some of the business sectors 
remain challenging, regardless of the 
positive reform agendas but for 
companies operating in those sectors it 
will require concerted issue engagement 
and resolve.

Government is working to change the 
economic growth model and companies 
that operate in areas that were previously 
prioritised must consider how they can 
adjust to meet the new long-term focus. 
A number of government bodies are 
looking to make their mark with decisive 
judgements, such as those involved in 
anti-trust. Economists focus heavily on 
the importance of reforms and 

unequivocally state, that reforms should 
be the top priority for the government. 
While reforms have brought great bene�t 
to the country, Pakistan’s reform had 
entered a critical “deep water zone” and 
country must be prepared to pass through 
an area of deep water a period that will 
challenge the tested method of crossing 
areas of water by feeling the stones.

�e role of the government in the 
economy must adapt to match the 
developmental position of the country. 
Government should continue to reduce 
bureaucratic red tape and improve 
coordination between the centre and the 
provinces with the support of �scal and 
taxation reform. At the same time, the 
public should have the ability to scrutinise 
the use of power and to cage power of the 
authorities.  Equal importance should be 
placed on the development of the public 
and non-public sectors. However, even 
with reforms the basic economic system 
continues to depend on public ownership 
as a cornerstone of its long-term success. 
�e �ght against corruption should 
remain �rmly on the agenda and is the 
natural enemy of government and it is 
imperative that they take a zero tolerance 
approach. More reforms are expected in 
Pakistan’s judicial system to overcome 
problems over transparency and corrupt 
judges, including curtailing the 
politician’s political power to interfere in 
the legal cases. �e government should 
make it clear that more e�ort will be 
exerted in accepting supervision from the 
public, including soliciting public opinion 
and paying more heed to media reports.

A basic principal embedded in the reform 
programme is to di�erentiate and 
rede�ne the roles of government, market 
and societal entities so that the 
government will be able to focus on 
ensuring fairness, justice, rule of law and 
providing services. �e market can be 
used to e�ciently allocate resources and 
determine pricing and social entities can 
support dispute resolution and provide 
stability. �e reform agenda places great 
emphasis on allowing the market to play a 
decisive role in the allocation of resources. 
�e core solution to economic reform lies 
in de�ning a proper relationship between 
the government and the market.
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rime Minister (PM) Nawaz 
Sharif inaugurated a 60 
kilometre long motorway 
project in Hazara in November 

2014. �is road will be completed at a 
cost of $ 27 million. By laying the 
foundations of a fenced four-lane 
motorway there, Pakistan has 
commenced o� the multibillion dollar 
Pakistan-China Economic Corridor 
development programme. 
China-Pakistan economic corridor 
projects envisage $ 34 billion investment 
in the energy sector and around $ 11 
billion in infrastructure. �ese projects 
o�er immense opportunities to 
businesses and will give a boost to 
Pakistan’s economy. Earlier this month, 
PM Nawaz Sharif during his visit to 
China  also signed deals worth $ 45.6 

billion, which included projects 
connected with the corridor. China and 
Pakistan will facilitate the development of 
Gwadar Port in south-western Pakistan 
along with strengthening cooperation in 
energy and electricity projects and the 
planned industrial parks along the 
corridor. �e corridor was proposed in an 
agreement reached in May 2013. Plan is 
to connect Kashgar in China’s Xinjiang 
with Pakistan’s Gwadar Port in 
Baluchistan province, and the corridor is 
expected to serve as a conduit for Chinese 
imports of oil from the Persian Gulf. �e 
early-harvest projects include 1,320 MW 
coal-based power projects at Port Qasim, 
660 MW coal-based power projects at 
Gaddani, 1,100 MW Kohala hydropower 
project, 873 MW Suki Kanari 
hydropower project, 720 MW Karot 

hydropower project, 3.5 metric tons 
annually coal mining project at �ar 
block-II, SECMC and Solar Power Park 
at Bahawalpur, in addition to the 
construction of East-Bay Expressway at 
Gwadar and a 300-bed hospital at 
Gwadar.

It seems that the leadership has 
recognised that the growth model that 
has driven the country over the last 68 
years is not sustainable and is causing 
signi�cant challenges. Government have 
outlined reforms that will increase the 
role of market forces and adjust the role of 
government. Multiple sectors are called 
out by economistsfor speci�c reforms 
from �nance to health care while also 
calling on national resolve to tackle 
environmental challenges. Environmental 

Many of the announcements required 
to be made to reduce bureaucratic red 

tape and gradually shift the country 
away from a planned economy to one 

based more genuinely on market forces
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Romanian Ambassador
H.E. Emilian ION

An Interview with



Dean of European Ambassadors, His 
Excellency Mr Emilian ION is the 
Ambassador of Romania to Pakistan 
since 2009. He started his career as an 
economist in the Ministry of Chemical 
Industry in 1971-1974. In 1974-79, he 
served as Attaché Middle East 
Department in Ministry of Foreign 
A�airs (MFA). He also served as 3rd 
Secretary of the Embassy of Romania to 
Bangui 1979-80, Charge de A�aires to 
Nouakchott 1988-1990, First Secretary, 
Counselor to Rabat 1994-97, Minister 
Counselor Rabat, Charge de A�aires 
Rabat 1997-99, Deputy Director Africa 
MFA 1999-2000, Charge de A�aires 
Baghdad 2000-2002, Charge de 
A�aires Nairobi 2002-2006, Head of 
Africa Section, Middle East MFA 
2006-2008, Deputy Director Middle 
East and Africa MFA 2008-2009 and 
�nally serving as Romanian 
Ambassador to Pakistan for last �ve 
years.

Your Excellency, how do you foresee the 
socio-politico and economic relations 
between Pakistan and Romania?

During my services as Ambassador to 
Pakistan, I and my team have continued 
our best e�orts to promote and 
strengthen the bilateral relations 
between the two countries. Romania is 
among those countries, which 
recognized Pakistan soon after its 
independence. Indeed, there is a need to 
do more as huge scope for promoting 
cooperation between Romania and 
Pakistan exists. It is our responsibility to 
exploit this scope to the bene�t of both 
nations. I am happy that our relations 
are now well on track.We believe that 
political consultations are very 
important for promotion and 
development of bilateral relations. It is 
good occasion to assess what we have 
done so far and what we can do in the 
future in various �elds. Romania is 
Europe’s seventh largest country; 
therefore it can help Pakistan to have 
access to European markets.

Please share the initiatives taken by the 
Embassy of Romania to boost up 
economic interaction between both 
countries?

Both countries have increased 
interaction signi�cantly in recent 

years.We have signed a number of 
agreements in the �elds of economics, 
science, energy, agriculture, forestry, 
research and development, 
telecommunication, computing & 
informatics, transport, logistics, 
environment protection, tourism, 
investment promotion, SME 
cooperation, education, health care and 
science and technology. Romania plans 
to build a 150 MW hydro power plant 
in Pakistan. Similarly there are certain 
other areas where both Romania and 
Pakistan can bene�t from each other’s 
experience such as textile, leather 
products and surgical instruments etc. 

Are both countries also engaged in 
defense and strategic cooperation? 

Romania is an important European 
Union member and it accords due 
importance to its relations with 
Pakistan. Pakistan and Romania have 
signed defense agreement in February 
2013 and it will go a long way in 
strengthening relations between the two 
friendly countries. A number of other 
initiatives are also under consideration 
to give a new dimension to bilateral ties. 

What other initiatives have been taken 
by the embassy to further promote 
bilateral relations?

Very recently, we have established 
Pakistan Romania Business Council 
(PRBC), aimed to further cement 
economic ties between both countries. 
A number of Pakistani businessmen as 
member of PRBC have set-up their 
o�ces in Romania and have started 
exports. I have also visited many cities of 
Pakistan including Lahore, Karachi, 
Sialkot, Faisalabad etc and met with 
businessmen there. I asked them to go 
to Romania and invest there because 
Romania o�ers encouraging business 
environment to businessmen. 

EU has granted GSP Plus status to 
Pakistan, what kind of support in terms 
of trade Romanian government will o�er 
to Pakistan? 

Romania has always played its role to 
support Pakistan in its e�orts to achieve 
EU’s grant of GSP Plus scheme. I hope 
that Pakistani business community will 
succeed in bene�tting from the new 

facility and would enhance its exports to 
the EU. Romania is Pakistan’s 
important trading partner within the 
European Union and our government 
has decided to promote commercial and 
business relations with Pakistan in full 
swing.

During Fiscal Year 2013, Pakistan 
exported goods to Romania worth 
$23.83 million whereas goods imported 
by Pakistan from Romania stood at 
$25.34 million. 

Romania is enriched in culture likewise 
Pakistan, how do you see the cultural 
relations between the both countries? 

Indeed, Romania and Pakistan both are 
culturally enriched countries. �e 
Romanian embassy has taken number of 
initiatives to promote cultural relations. 
For example, the embassy with the help 
of Capital Development Authority 
(CDA) built a monument in Blue Area 
Islamabad to pay homage to Pakistani 
national poet Allama Iqbal and 
Romanian national poet Mihai 
Eninescu. �e re-activation of Pakistan- 
Romania Friendship Association 
(PRFA) is yet another step towards 
strengthening of cultural relations 
between the two countries. 

What are your impressions about 
Pakistan and Pakistani people?

I would say, Pakistanis are a great nation 
and have great potential. �ey are 
friendly, kind and cooperative. I would 
also like to commend your political and 
military leadership, the way they have 
been dealing with the manse of 
terrorism as a front line state. Romania, 
duly recognizes sacri�ces rendered by 
Pakistan in the war against terrorism 
and would like to see international 
community extending more and more 
assistance to Pakistan. Pakistan also has 
a role in the region as well. At the end, I 
would again reiterate my commitment 
and desire to promote and strengthen 
Romania-Pakistan relations.
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number of voters participated in the 
elections. 

According the results in 22 electoral 
districts, none of the candidates receives 
half of the votes due to which in 
accordance with the legislation in these 
districts in the period speci�ed by law will 
be held revote on the two candidates who 
received a large number of votes. �e 
Central Elections Commission has 
already announced the date of the 
repeated elections to be held on January 4, 
2015. 

In accordance with it, the repeated vote 
will be held in the Republic of 
Karakalpakstan, Andijan, Bukhara, 
Jizzakh, Navoi, Samarkand, Syrdarya, 
Khorezm, Kashkadarya regions and in 
Tashkent city by one electoral district, in 
Namangan and Tashkent regions in two 
electoral districts, in Fergana region three 
electoral districts, in Surkhandarya region 
in �ve constituencies

Composition of the Elected Deputies 
(di�erent disciplines) . 

�e above table clearly shows that the 
new elected parliament is composed on 
diversi�cation of disciplines which would 
be healthy thing for the country.  

Composition of the Elected Deputies 
(di�erent age) 

�e above table indicated that newly 
elected parliament comprises of youth 
and experienced deputies. It is the ideal 
combination of vibrancy, modernization 
and dynamics.  

�ere are also representatives of di�erent 
nationalities among deputies: Uzbek, 

Karakalpak, Russian, Tajik, Kazakh and 
Korean.  Moreover, 21 of elected 128 

deputies are women. 38 were deputies of 
the previous convocation of the 
Legislative chamber of the Oliy Majlis. 

Furthermore, in 22 districts, none of the 
candidates received required for election 
number of votes. �e Central Election 
Commission adopted a decision 
approving the Programme of measures on 
preparation and holding of re-election on 
January 4, 2015. 

According to Article 45 of the Law " 
elections to the Oliy Majlis of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan" if the electoral 
district more than two candidates for 
deputies and none of them has been 
elected, the district election commission 
decides to hold a revote in the district 
between two candidates who received a 
large number of votes. 

During the elections 2014, the 
Conference of the Ecological Movement 
of Uzbekistan were also held where 15 

members of Ecological Movement were 
elected to the Legislative Chamber of the 
Parliament by secret ballot from the 
number of nominated candidates at the 
conference, who are represented each 
administrative-territorial unit of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan and the 

E x e c u t i v e 
Committee of the 
Central Council of 
the Ecological 
Movement.

�e elements of transparency, free and 
fair arrangements were at the highest 
levels throughout the country. No 
information of pre or post rigging was 
reported in the local, regional or 
international mass media. Availability of 
all the political parties invigilators 
(agents), representatives of media, NGOs, 

and local districts made it a perfect 
exercise of free will, independent choice 
and personal preferences to cast their 
votes on December 21, 2014.      

�e inputs and feedbacks of the domestic 
and foreign elections observers have 
secured the elements of transparency, 
impartiality and openness of the electoral 
process. More than 300 observers from 50 
countries and �ve international 
organizations missions the O�ce for 
Democratic Institutions and Human 
Rights of the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe, the 
Commonwealth of Independent States, 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, 
the Associations of World Election 
Bodies and the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation observed the parliamentary 
elections 2014. 

Furthermore, more than 70,000 observers 
and authorized representatives of political 
parties that nominated candidates for 
deputies also contributed the good things 
in holding of this elections. In addition, 
more than 340 representatives of 
domestic and foreign mass media covered 
the election. In order to help the local, 
regional and international media all 
facilities were provided in the di�erent 
places.  

�e central elections commission, 
Uzbekistan will publish the results of the 
elections and the list of the elected 
deputies of the Legislative Chamber in 
the press no later than 10 days after the 
election, i.e., until 31 December. 

Parliamentary Elections 2014 to the 
Legislative Chamber of Oliy Majlis and 
local representative bodies of state power 
held on December 21, 2014 clearly 
re�ected that people of Uzbekistan love 
to their political system, civil society, 
law-governed state which ultimately pave 
the way towards further deepening of 
economic reforms aimed to improve the 
welfare and prosperity of the country in 
the days to come. It upheld its collective 
indigenous wisdom, talent, preference 
and priority. It was the icon of its national 
solidarity, unity, and harmony. 
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he Parliamentary Elections to 
the Legislative Chamber of the 
Oliy Majlis of Uzbekistan, 
regional, district and city 

Kengashes (Councils) of people's 
deputies were held on December 21, 
2014. Elections were conducted in free, 
fair and transparent manners. Elections 
2014 met all the international standards 
relating to electoral system.

People/voters were very active and 
disciplined to vote which showed the 
highest level of massive political 
participation at gross-root levels 
throughout the country. It showed 
political maturity. It demonstrated their 
willingness for further strengthening of 
democratization and politicization 
process in the country. It also portrayed 

the true picture of Uzbekistan and its 
people who take care of humanity, 
freedom of speech, equality and above all 
continuation of the political system. 

Politics is the art of all possibilities and 
continuation of a political system and 
above all holding of elections on regular 
basis always prove good for the country. It 
minimizes the chances of any 
misadventure in the given political 
system. It guarantees constitutional rights 
to its people, minorities and of course the 
decision makers. It honours the collective 
wisdom of its people. It grants civil liberty 
and rule of the law to its people. It 
brightens the chance of socio-economic 
prosperity of the Motherland. It widens 
the scope of industrialization. It promotes 
knowledge-based economy. It encourages 

women empowerment in the country and 
the Republic of Uzbekistan is standing at 
apex of these golden principles of 
advancement, tolerance, tranquility and 
vibrant civil society.   

According to the central elections 
commission of Uzbekistan in 127 of 135 
constituencies created for elections of 
deputies to the Legislative chamber of the 
Oliy Majlis of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
by four candidates and in 8 electoral 
districts by three candidates fought for 
parliamentary mandate. 

According to the central elections 
commission of Uzbekistan 20.79 million 
citizens were included in the lists of 
voters across the country. 18.50 million 
people or 88.94 percent of the total 
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number of voters participated in the 
elections. 

According the results in 22 electoral 
districts, none of the candidates receives 
half of the votes due to which in 
accordance with the legislation in these 
districts in the period speci�ed by law will 
be held revote on the two candidates who 
received a large number of votes. �e 
Central Elections Commission has 
already announced the date of the 
repeated elections to be held on January 4, 
2015. 

In accordance with it, the repeated vote 
will be held in the Republic of 
Karakalpakstan, Andijan, Bukhara, 
Jizzakh, Navoi, Samarkand, Syrdarya, 
Khorezm, Kashkadarya regions and in 
Tashkent city by one electoral district, in 
Namangan and Tashkent regions in two 
electoral districts, in Fergana region three 
electoral districts, in Surkhandarya region 
in �ve constituencies

Composition of the Elected Deputies 
(di�erent disciplines) . 

�e above table clearly shows that the 
new elected parliament is composed on 
diversi�cation of disciplines which would 
be healthy thing for the country.  

Composition of the Elected Deputies 
(di�erent age) 

�e above table indicated that newly 
elected parliament comprises of youth 
and experienced deputies. It is the ideal 
combination of vibrancy, modernization 
and dynamics.  

�ere are also representatives of di�erent 
nationalities among deputies: Uzbek, 

Karakalpak, Russian, Tajik, Kazakh and 
Korean.  Moreover, 21 of elected 128 

deputies are women. 38 were deputies of 
the previous convocation of the 
Legislative chamber of the Oliy Majlis. 

Furthermore, in 22 districts, none of the 
candidates received required for election 
number of votes. �e Central Election 
Commission adopted a decision 
approving the Programme of measures on 
preparation and holding of re-election on 
January 4, 2015. 

According to Article 45 of the Law " 
elections to the Oliy Majlis of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan" if the electoral 
district more than two candidates for 
deputies and none of them has been 
elected, the district election commission 
decides to hold a revote in the district 
between two candidates who received a 
large number of votes. 

During the elections 2014, the 
Conference of the Ecological Movement 
of Uzbekistan were also held where 15 

members of Ecological Movement were 
elected to the Legislative Chamber of the 
Parliament by secret ballot from the 
number of nominated candidates at the 
conference, who are represented each 
administrative-territorial unit of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan and the 

E x e c u t i v e 
Committee of the 
Central Council of 
the Ecological 
Movement.

�e elements of transparency, free and 
fair arrangements were at the highest 
levels throughout the country. No 
information of pre or post rigging was 
reported in the local, regional or 
international mass media. Availability of 
all the political parties invigilators 
(agents), representatives of media, NGOs, 

and local districts made it a perfect 
exercise of free will, independent choice 
and personal preferences to cast their 
votes on December 21, 2014.      

�e inputs and feedbacks of the domestic 
and foreign elections observers have 
secured the elements of transparency, 
impartiality and openness of the electoral 
process. More than 300 observers from 50 
countries and �ve international 
organizations missions the O�ce for 
Democratic Institutions and Human 
Rights of the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe, the 
Commonwealth of Independent States, 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, 
the Associations of World Election 
Bodies and the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation observed the parliamentary 
elections 2014. 

Furthermore, more than 70,000 observers 
and authorized representatives of political 
parties that nominated candidates for 
deputies also contributed the good things 
in holding of this elections. In addition, 
more than 340 representatives of 
domestic and foreign mass media covered 
the election. In order to help the local, 
regional and international media all 
facilities were provided in the di�erent 
places.  

�e central elections commission, 
Uzbekistan will publish the results of the 
elections and the list of the elected 
deputies of the Legislative Chamber in 
the press no later than 10 days after the 
election, i.e., until 31 December. 

Parliamentary Elections 2014 to the 
Legislative Chamber of Oliy Majlis and 
local representative bodies of state power 
held on December 21, 2014 clearly 
re�ected that people of Uzbekistan love 
to their political system, civil society, 
law-governed state which ultimately pave 
the way towards further deepening of 
economic reforms aimed to improve the 
welfare and prosperity of the country in 
the days to come. It upheld its collective 
indigenous wisdom, talent, preference 
and priority. It was the icon of its national 
solidarity, unity, and harmony. 
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he Parliamentary Elections to 
the Legislative Chamber of the 
Oliy Majlis of Uzbekistan, 
regional, district and city 

Kengashes (Councils) of people's 
deputies were held on December 21, 
2014. Elections were conducted in free, 
fair and transparent manners. Elections 
2014 met all the international standards 
relating to electoral system.

People/voters were very active and 
disciplined to vote which showed the 
highest level of massive political 
participation at gross-root levels 
throughout the country. It showed 
political maturity. It demonstrated their 
willingness for further strengthening of 
democratization and politicization 
process in the country. It also portrayed 

the true picture of Uzbekistan and its 
people who take care of humanity, 
freedom of speech, equality and above all 
continuation of the political system. 

Politics is the art of all possibilities and 
continuation of a political system and 
above all holding of elections on regular 
basis always prove good for the country. It 
minimizes the chances of any 
misadventure in the given political 
system. It guarantees constitutional rights 
to its people, minorities and of course the 
decision makers. It honours the collective 
wisdom of its people. It grants civil liberty 
and rule of the law to its people. It 
brightens the chance of socio-economic 
prosperity of the Motherland. It widens 
the scope of industrialization. It promotes 
knowledge-based economy. It encourages 

women empowerment in the country and 
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According to the central elections 
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Names of the Political Parties Total Numbers of Seats  
Liberal Democratic Party of Uzbekistan 47 
The Democratic Party of Uzbekistan "Milly Tiklanish 28 
The People's Democratic Party of Uzbekistan 21 
The Social Democratic Party "Adolat 17 
Source: Central Elections Commission of Uzbekistan (December, 22 2014)   
 

Representation by Profession  Elected Deputies  
Jurists/Lawyers   33 
Economy/Economists   31 
Education/Educationists   26 
Manufacturing/Businessmen/Entrepreneurs  21 
Health/Doctors  7 
Public Organization/Civil Society/former state functionaries  3 
People from different spheres  3 

Source: �e Central Elections Commission, Uzbekistan (December 26, 2014)

Source: �e Central Elections Commission, Uzbekistan (December 26, 2014)

Elected Deputies (Age)/Years   Total Elected Deputies 
29 6
30-39 39
40-49 44
50 and above 39
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tanding on the balcony of his 
two-storey riverside hotel in 
Matta, Bilal Mustafa is 
enthusiastic about the 
inauguration of a 

micro-hydroelectric power station in this 
town in Swat, a mountainous district in 
Pakistan’s northwest province of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa.

“�e cheap electricity from the station will 
boost the hotel industry in the area and 
slash the cost of running hotels and 
motels,” Mustafa says. “Escalating fuel 
wood prices pose (a) threat to the 
sustainability of our hotel businesses.”

Perched along the lower reaches of the 
Swat River, which snakes through the 
district, Matta is popular with tourists, the 

breathtaking waterfalls and lakes that feed 
the river, a major tributary of Indus.

More than two million people are 
estimated to visit the district’s valleys 
annually to enjoy views of the Hindukush 
mountain peaks and meadows. Mustafa 
says that 70 percent of local people here 
earn a livelihood from tourism. 

On August 7, former cricket star Imran 
Khan, who now leads the province’s 
governing party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI), inaugurated a 140 kilowatt (KW) 
micro-hydroelectric power project in 
Matta. �e plant will provide o�-grid 
power directly to around 700 households. 

“�is is just a beginning of unleashing the 
province’s tremendous green energy 
potential,” Khan said at the inaugural 

ceremony. “We are committed to its 
tapping to cut pressure on forests, get 
people rid of reliance on polluting, 
environment and health damaging sources 
of energy and provide the people with 
cheap, clean and reliable energy.”  

�e mountains around Matta are no 
longer lush and densely forested as they 
once were, says Ghulam Mustafa, a 
52-year-old fuelwood trader and resident 
of Kalam village.  

Most, he said, have been deforested over 
the past 25 years due to pressures from 
population growth in the mountain 
villages and the increasing number of 
hotels and motels in the valley, which rely 
on fuel wood from the nearby forest areas 
for cooking and heating. 

Khan opposes the federal government’s 
investment in coal-based power projects, 
which he said will produce only costly 
electricity and increase the country’s 
carbon footprint, damaging the 
environment.

�e PTI plans to build as many as 356 
micro-hydroelectric power projects in the 
province’s mountain villages. 

Former state minister for environment, 
Malik Amin Aslam Khan is the brain 
behind the ambitious plan, which is part 
of the PTI’s Green Growth Initiative 
(GGI), launched earlier this year. �e 
GGI aims to boost the province’s 
socio-economic development by 
e�ciently using natural resources without 
compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs.

Malik Khan said that the new plants, with 
capacities ranging from 10 to 500 
kilowatts (KW), will be completed in the 
next 18 months at a cost of around 5 
billion Pakistani rupees ($49.2 million). 

“Eighty percent of the cost will be borne 
by the provincial government (and) 20 
percent by the community organisations 
in the form of labour and construction 
material,” Malik Khan said. �e 
bene�ciary communities will also 
contribute land for the structures needed 
for each project, he added. 

According to Khan, the projects will 
produce a combined 35 megawatts (MW) 
of power and provide electricity to 
85,000-90,000 households. �ey will 
generate 10,000 indirect and 4,000 direct 
jobs in the province through cottage 
industries and tourism services.

A recent World Bank report indicates that 
one-third of the 180 million population in 
Pakistan has no access to electricity from 
the national grid.

According to a World Health 
Organization report, nearly 72 percent of 
the country’s population depend on 
traditional biomass energy sources such as 
wood, dung and agricultural waste for fuel 
for cooking and heating.

Zeenat Fatima, a 36-year-old housewife 
from Kalam, contracted asthma at the 
beginning of this year because of chronic 
exposure to wood smoke. 

“Cooking is a really arduous job that I 
dislike the most. Smoke from burning of 
fuel wood intensi�es inhaling and 

coughing problems for me,” said Fatima.  

Women in Kalam walk several miles at 
least twice a week to collect fuel wood 
from local forests. 

“We no more want to do the job nor want 
our children and coming generations to 
get trapped in the vicious cycle of such a 
strenuous life, which leaves little time for 
other social and economic activities,” said 
Fatima.

She hopes that the new power plant will 
make life easier for her and other residents 
of Kalam.

Pakistan has tremendous potential for 
hydroelectric power, which costs half as 
much to produce as power from 
coal-based plants, and is just one-third of 
the cost of electricity from oil-based 
plants, according to Pakistan’s Federal 
Water and Power Ministry. A further 
advantage is that hydro power produces 
no carbon emissions.

O�cials of Pakistan’s Alternative Energy 
Development Board say the country has a 
total hydroelectric potential of 100,000 
MW, over half of which is located in the 
northwest, where the Himalaya, 
Karakoram and Hindukush mountain 

Imran Khan
pushes Pakistan to unlock
hydropower potential

S

ranges cross. 

However, hydro power accounts for less 
than 35 percent of the current total of 
14,000 MW of electricity generated in 
Pakistan, according to the 2014 Economic 
Survey of Pakistan.

�e report warns that failure to invest in 
the power sector and related infrastructure 
in Pakistan will slow economic growth, 
deepen poverty and joblessness, and 
hinder e�orts for achieving development 
goals.

“Prevailing political instability, terrorism 
and terrorists hideouts, inadequate 
budgetary allocations, low investment in 
research and poor indigenisation of 
technology (are) among major roadblocks 
to exploiting the tremendous hydel energy 
potential,” Gholamreza Zahedi, a 
renewable energy scientist at Universiti 
Teknologi Malaysia who has done 
research in Pakistan, said via e-mail.
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(PTI), inaugurated a 140 kilowatt (KW) 
micro-hydroelectric power project in 
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longer lush and densely forested as they 
once were, says Ghulam Mustafa, a 
52-year-old fuelwood trader and resident 
of Kalam village.  

Most, he said, have been deforested over 
the past 25 years due to pressures from 
population growth in the mountain 
villages and the increasing number of 
hotels and motels in the valley, which rely 
on fuel wood from the nearby forest areas 
for cooking and heating. 

Khan opposes the federal government’s 
investment in coal-based power projects, 
which he said will produce only costly 
electricity and increase the country’s 
carbon footprint, damaging the 
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�e PTI plans to build as many as 356 
micro-hydroelectric power projects in the 
province’s mountain villages. 

Former state minister for environment, 
Malik Amin Aslam Khan is the brain 
behind the ambitious plan, which is part 
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(GGI), launched earlier this year. �e 
GGI aims to boost the province’s 
socio-economic development by 
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compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs.

Malik Khan said that the new plants, with 
capacities ranging from 10 to 500 
kilowatts (KW), will be completed in the 
next 18 months at a cost of around 5 
billion Pakistani rupees ($49.2 million). 

“Eighty percent of the cost will be borne 
by the provincial government (and) 20 
percent by the community organisations 
in the form of labour and construction 
material,” Malik Khan said. �e 
bene�ciary communities will also 
contribute land for the structures needed 
for each project, he added. 

According to Khan, the projects will 
produce a combined 35 megawatts (MW) 
of power and provide electricity to 
85,000-90,000 households. �ey will 
generate 10,000 indirect and 4,000 direct 
jobs in the province through cottage 
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A recent World Bank report indicates that 
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the national grid.

According to a World Health 
Organization report, nearly 72 percent of 
the country’s population depend on 
traditional biomass energy sources such as 
wood, dung and agricultural waste for fuel 
for cooking and heating.

Zeenat Fatima, a 36-year-old housewife 
from Kalam, contracted asthma at the 
beginning of this year because of chronic 
exposure to wood smoke. 

“Cooking is a really arduous job that I 
dislike the most. Smoke from burning of 
fuel wood intensi�es inhaling and 

coughing problems for me,” said Fatima.  

Women in Kalam walk several miles at 
least twice a week to collect fuel wood 
from local forests. 

“We no more want to do the job nor want 
our children and coming generations to 
get trapped in the vicious cycle of such a 
strenuous life, which leaves little time for 
other social and economic activities,” said 
Fatima.

She hopes that the new power plant will 
make life easier for her and other residents 
of Kalam.

Pakistan has tremendous potential for 
hydroelectric power, which costs half as 
much to produce as power from 
coal-based plants, and is just one-third of 
the cost of electricity from oil-based 
plants, according to Pakistan’s Federal 
Water and Power Ministry. A further 
advantage is that hydro power produces 
no carbon emissions.

O�cials of Pakistan’s Alternative Energy 
Development Board say the country has a 
total hydroelectric potential of 100,000 
MW, over half of which is located in the 
northwest, where the Himalaya, 
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However, hydro power accounts for less 
than 35 percent of the current total of 
14,000 MW of electricity generated in 
Pakistan, according to the 2014 Economic 
Survey of Pakistan.

�e report warns that failure to invest in 
the power sector and related infrastructure 
in Pakistan will slow economic growth, 
deepen poverty and joblessness, and 
hinder e�orts for achieving development 
goals.

“Prevailing political instability, terrorism 
and terrorists hideouts, inadequate 
budgetary allocations, low investment in 
research and poor indigenisation of 
technology (are) among major roadblocks 
to exploiting the tremendous hydel energy 
potential,” Gholamreza Zahedi, a 
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Boys load fuel wood on a push trolley for domestic use in Mastuj, a town in Chitral District in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province in Pakistan’s north.



public policy making. Government is 
even selling the regulatory bodies.

Government is privatizing many 
sensitive entities like Heavy Electrical 
Complex (HEC), the National Power 
Construction Company (NPCC), as 
well as the national �ag carrier, the PIA. 
It is also privatizing all electricity and 
gas producing and distributing 
companies. It is even not leaving out our 
two pro�t earning hotels the Roosevelt 
Hotel, New York and Scribe Hotel, 
Paris. 

Pakistan Steel Mills (PSM), Pakistan 
Railway, National, First Women, SME, 
Allied and Habib Bank Limited, 
insurance corporations, Convention 
Center, Islamabad, CAA, NHA, KPT, 
HBFC, NTC, TDCP and the list of 
selling goes very long. Heart bleeds 
when one sees the privatization list and 
the greedy bellies of the rulers. 

Private companies by nature are 
incorporated to make pro�t. It is true 
that the market forces, demand and 
supply decide the market working. But 
remember, if the state’s regulations are 
lifted from the market, the poor will 
abruptly perish. �us, this presumption 
goes wrong that only private sector 
delivers cheaper goods and services. 
Private corporations will never agree to 
sacri�ce some share of their pro�ts and 
spend it on the few earners, who live 

from hand to mouth and comprises of 
the major portion of this dear 
homeland. What to talk of transparency 
when the members of Privatization 
Commission Board including the 
chairman are the close aids of the 
current ruling family as well as 
contenders in the privatization!  

Government failed to control leakages 
and hemorrhage reported in these 
entities thus gradually they became 
passive and dependent on the state 
exchequer. It happened because of 
political and bureaucratic nuisance. 
�ese entities were made the avenues of 
making money, looting, plundering and 
political adjustments instead of 
delivering goods and services to the 
common citizens at a�ordable prices. 
�e policy of liberalization, deregulation 
and privatization has been a�ected by 
least studies and vested political 
interests. �erefore, it could not bear 
fruit as it did in the other countries. Not 
only countless employees but thousands 
of families become unemployed. 
Situation worsens because state has no 
arrangements to adjust them in other 
departments. �e troubled law and 
order and energy crises have forcefully 
shut down the industries aggravating 
the already dejected situation. 

Dr Akhtar Hasan Khan, former federal 
secretary and author of ‘�e Impact of 
Privatization in Pakistan’ argues that 

privatization has never put favorable 
impacts on our economy. Misuse and 
stealing of state resources, ine�ciency, 
corruption, favoritism and merit killing 
are the major troubles in this system. 
Firm and sound steps are needed to 
alleviate them. Sadly, a common man 
becomes very disappointed when he sees 
apathy, incompetency, insincerity and 
disloyalty at apex level. Our leadership is 
not above board, ideal and people 
friendly. Everyone has a lust for making 
money and physical comforts. 
Resultantly, along with other 
departments, PSEs have become like 
wrung clothes. 

Government should handover the 
control of such entities in the hands of 
professionals and technocrats instead of 
bureaucrats. It should nip the corruption 
in the bud in place of privatization. It 
should identify the reasons that have 
resulted in the low production of these 
institutions, punish the culprits 
involved, and overcome all such issues. 
�e policy of merit, transparency and 
accountability ought to be made young 
habit. Rule of law and good 
management can overcome all the in- 
e�ciencies that have made these 
enterprises lethargic. India, China, 
Russia, Brazil etc have numerous state 
owned enterprises. Many banks in UK 
are state owned. USA bails out its 
enterprises when its economy su�ers. 

�e PPP is very right about its stance on 
privatization. Other sane parties must 
support it. �erefore, it is advisable to 
the current government that instead of 
selling national enterprises to its kith 
and kin, it should improve their 
working, performance and e�ciency. 
�e management must be vested to 
professional and experienced personnel 
with honest and competent board of 
directors, members and chairpersons 
with assured transparency, impartiality, 
accountability and empowerment. State 
is like parents of its inhabitants. �us, it 
should work with the same spirit in 
place of privatizing its progeny. 
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he term privatization is more 
political than economic in 
Pakistan. Privatizing the 
nationalized institutions is 

likewise selling the country itself. �ere 
is no local, national or international 
rationale in privatizing all such 
institutions, public sector enterprises 
and departments which are generating 
millions of pro�t like OGDCL, PSO, 
and PARCO etc. �ere is a very naïve 
question that why have these pro�t 
earning institutions turned into loss 
injecting? Another naive question is 
that why these institutions start 
pro�ting after being privatized? Why 
have incumbent governments most of 
the time sold nationalized institutions? 
Why has always such institutions been 

sold to the favorites and relatives? 
Privatization is not the suitable word; it 
should be replaced with faming, selling 
to family. 

Privatization has many names like 
contracting out, vouchers, asset sales, 
public-private partnership, grants, 
franchises, deregulation, service 
shedding, managed competition etc 
which governments adopts according to 
there needs and circumstances. 
Explicitly the parliament formulates the 
public policies but implicitly there are 
always big guns and business tycoons 
who in�uence these policies according 
to their conceited interests. Public 
representatives remain handicapped and 
hijacked.  

International �nancial institutions like 
World Band and IMF always force the 
developing and LDCs to sell state 
owned enterprises. �eir sole aim 
behind this notion is to make 
government collect money to pay o� 
their debt. �is government has decided 
to sell out 68 public sector entities in the 
�rst phase out of total 255 rested with 
the state. Contacting out of the state 
services should be stopped. Pakistan is a 
republic, and republic demands that 
such institutions should be under state’s 
control. ZAB’s philosophy of 
nationalization was people oriented, it 
bene�tted the nation but it could not in 
the long run because unfortunately, here 
in our country the governments have 
always remained fungible with regard to 

T

Allama Iqbal lamenting upon the 
sale of Kashmir to Dogras said:

‘Their fields, their crops, their 
streams, even the peasant in 
the vale, They sold, they sold all 
Alas! How cheap was the sale’.

Privatization
and Pakistan
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should be replaced with faming, selling 
to family. 
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public-private partnership, grants, 
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Explicitly the parliament formulates the 
public policies but implicitly there are 
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World Band and IMF always force the 
developing and LDCs to sell state 
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behind this notion is to make 
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�rst phase out of total 255 rested with 
the state. Contacting out of the state 
services should be stopped. Pakistan is a 
republic, and republic demands that 
such institutions should be under state’s 
control. ZAB’s philosophy of 
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Many of the announcements require to 
be made to reduce bureaucratic red 
tape and gradually shift the country 
away from a planned economy to one 

based more genuinely on market forces
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landslide submerged 30 km (20 miles) of 
the Karakorum Highway that connects 
Pakistan with China. Six bridges, 
hundreds of houses and other business 
infrastructures were destroyed, along with 
crops and thousands of fruit trees.

In an interview on the sidelines of the 
conference, Shah said that the 
government could have done advance 
planning for the possibility of a disaster so 
that it would have been ready to act when 
heavy rains increased the likelihood of a 
landslide.  

“Much of the losses and damages, if not 
avoided, could have been reduced, had the 
government promptly responded and got 
mountain communities and their cattle 
heads evacuated to the safer grounds,” 
Shah said.

Mats Eriksson, programme director for 
climate change and water at the 
Stockholm International Water Institute, 
said that educating communities in 
disaster-prone areas to understand 
warnings about potential disasters would 
also help lower the economic burden of 
post-disaster rescue and evacuation 
operations.

At the conference in Kathmandu, Anand 
Sharma, senior weather scientist at the 
India Meteorological Department 
(IMD), highlighted some success stories 
that show how losses can be prevented or 
mitigated.

He recalled that early detection of a low 
pressure area in the Arabian Sea by the 
IMD in late October of this year helped 
galvanize authorities to evacuate coastal 
communities in India’s Gujarat state and 
coastal Pakistan as Cyclone Nilofar 
threatened them.

Sharma said that once IMD detected a 
depression on October 25, it issued a 
warning of a likely cyclone. Updated 
bulletins were released every three hours, 
giving authorities a chance to take 
appropriate mitigation actions. 

�e meteorologist added that improving 
the e�ectiveness of early warning systems 
does not in itself lead to reduced risk for 
disaster-prone areas unless warnings are 
responded to with early actions. �is is 
not possible without an e�ective plan for 
disseminating information from the 

highest level to the most local one, he 
said. 

Sharma stressed the need for scienti�c 
forecasts to be combined with the 
traditional systems of weather forecasting 
practised by communities at the local 
level.

“It must be ensured that the early 
warning information is accessible, 
understandable, acceptable and actionable 
for timely response by communities and 
relevant government agencies,” said 
Mandira Shrestha, a trans-boundary 
�ood risk management specialist at the 
International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD). 

Shrestha was speaking at a session on 
“Predicting Uncertainties: �e 
Challenges of Disaster Preparedness” 
held on the sidelines of the conference, 

“�ere is also serious need for regional 
cooperation in data sharing to increase 
lead time and accuracy of forecasts,” she 
added.

Anil Sinha of the Bihar State Disaster 
Management Authority said that it was 
important that those communicating 
early disaster warnings use non-technical 
language that can be understood by 
government o�cials at all levels as well as 
by community members themselves, 
including those who are illiterate or 
uneducated. 

“Assessing post-disaster behaviours in 
response to early warnings communicated 
in (a) non-technical manner from 
national to community level can make 
(clear) who does and does not heed 
warnings, and why. �is can help identify 
the gaps and solutions to bridge them,” he 
suggested.

ICIMOD’s director general, David 
Molden, said that use of mobile phones 
and other information technology tools, 
including community-based radio 
stations, to transmit warnings about 
potential disasters can speed up the 
communication of information, saving 
lives and helping to avoid material 
damage. 
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stablishing an e�ective system 
to communicate warnings 
about climate-related 
�ooding and landslides in 
countries in the 

Hindu-Kush-Himalayan (HKH) region 
can help plug the gap between people 
receiving disaster warnings and actually 
heeding them, an international gathering 
of climate and disaster management 
experts has heard.  

�e lack of a participatory mechanism 
that uses non-technical language 
increases the region’s climate vulnerability 
and will continue to lead to “otherwise 
avoidable” damages and losses from 
climate related disasters, experts from 22 
countries warned at conference held on 
9-12 November in Kathmandu.

�e experts cited several examples of 
natural disasters where early warnings 
were conveyed by meteorological 
departments to the relevant government 
authorities, but a lack of ability to decode 
the warnings and a delayed response by 
national disaster management agencies 
led to avoidable losses and damages.

�e conference, “Mountain People 
Adapting to Change”, was hosted by 
Nepal’s Ministry of Science, Technology 
and Environment and the International 
Centre for Integrated Mountain 
Development (ICIMOD), an 
intergovernmental body that serves the 
eight HKH countries of Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, 
Myanmar, Nepal and Pakistan.

Referring to the devastating landslide of 
January 4, 2010 at Attabad, a village in 
Pakistan’s northern Gojal Valley, 
Salmanuddin Shah, a disaster 
management specialist at Focus 

Humanitarian Assistance, a network of 
humanitarian aid groups, said that his 
group informed the provincial 
government of Gilgit-Baltistan about 
cracks in the mountainside above the 
Hunza river and the risk of a landslide 
nearly nine months before the landslide 
occurred. 

According to Shah, the lax response of 
the provincial disaster management 
authority and other government 
departments resulted in the loss of about 
19 lives and the displacement of 450 
families.  

�e lake that formed as a result of the 

E

EARLY DISASTER
warning communication 

mechanism key to
mitigate climate impacts

Meteorology technicians of the Pakistan Meteorological Department plant a weather monitoring station
in Bindo Gol Valley, some 55 kms from Chitral district in Pakistan’s north. Photo credit: Saleem Shaikh



landslide submerged 30 km (20 miles) of 
the Karakorum Highway that connects 
Pakistan with China. Six bridges, 
hundreds of houses and other business 
infrastructures were destroyed, along with 
crops and thousands of fruit trees.

In an interview on the sidelines of the 
conference, Shah said that the 
government could have done advance 
planning for the possibility of a disaster so 
that it would have been ready to act when 
heavy rains increased the likelihood of a 
landslide.  

“Much of the losses and damages, if not 
avoided, could have been reduced, had the 
government promptly responded and got 
mountain communities and their cattle 
heads evacuated to the safer grounds,” 
Shah said.

Mats Eriksson, programme director for 
climate change and water at the 
Stockholm International Water Institute, 
said that educating communities in 
disaster-prone areas to understand 
warnings about potential disasters would 
also help lower the economic burden of 
post-disaster rescue and evacuation 
operations.

At the conference in Kathmandu, Anand 
Sharma, senior weather scientist at the 
India Meteorological Department 
(IMD), highlighted some success stories 
that show how losses can be prevented or 
mitigated.

He recalled that early detection of a low 
pressure area in the Arabian Sea by the 
IMD in late October of this year helped 
galvanize authorities to evacuate coastal 
communities in India’s Gujarat state and 
coastal Pakistan as Cyclone Nilofar 
threatened them.

Sharma said that once IMD detected a 
depression on October 25, it issued a 
warning of a likely cyclone. Updated 
bulletins were released every three hours, 
giving authorities a chance to take 
appropriate mitigation actions. 

�e meteorologist added that improving 
the e�ectiveness of early warning systems 
does not in itself lead to reduced risk for 
disaster-prone areas unless warnings are 
responded to with early actions. �is is 
not possible without an e�ective plan for 
disseminating information from the 

highest level to the most local one, he 
said. 

Sharma stressed the need for scienti�c 
forecasts to be combined with the 
traditional systems of weather forecasting 
practised by communities at the local 
level.

“It must be ensured that the early 
warning information is accessible, 
understandable, acceptable and actionable 
for timely response by communities and 
relevant government agencies,” said 
Mandira Shrestha, a trans-boundary 
�ood risk management specialist at the 
International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD). 

Shrestha was speaking at a session on 
“Predicting Uncertainties: �e 
Challenges of Disaster Preparedness” 
held on the sidelines of the conference, 

“�ere is also serious need for regional 
cooperation in data sharing to increase 
lead time and accuracy of forecasts,” she 
added.

Anil Sinha of the Bihar State Disaster 
Management Authority said that it was 
important that those communicating 
early disaster warnings use non-technical 
language that can be understood by 
government o�cials at all levels as well as 
by community members themselves, 
including those who are illiterate or 
uneducated. 

“Assessing post-disaster behaviours in 
response to early warnings communicated 
in (a) non-technical manner from 
national to community level can make 
(clear) who does and does not heed 
warnings, and why. �is can help identify 
the gaps and solutions to bridge them,” he 
suggested.

ICIMOD’s director general, David 
Molden, said that use of mobile phones 
and other information technology tools, 
including community-based radio 
stations, to transmit warnings about 
potential disasters can speed up the 
communication of information, saving 
lives and helping to avoid material 
damage. 
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stablishing an e�ective system 
to communicate warnings 
about climate-related 
�ooding and landslides in 
countries in the 

Hindu-Kush-Himalayan (HKH) region 
can help plug the gap between people 
receiving disaster warnings and actually 
heeding them, an international gathering 
of climate and disaster management 
experts has heard.  

�e lack of a participatory mechanism 
that uses non-technical language 
increases the region’s climate vulnerability 
and will continue to lead to “otherwise 
avoidable” damages and losses from 
climate related disasters, experts from 22 
countries warned at conference held on 
9-12 November in Kathmandu.

�e experts cited several examples of 
natural disasters where early warnings 
were conveyed by meteorological 
departments to the relevant government 
authorities, but a lack of ability to decode 
the warnings and a delayed response by 
national disaster management agencies 
led to avoidable losses and damages.

�e conference, “Mountain People 
Adapting to Change”, was hosted by 
Nepal’s Ministry of Science, Technology 
and Environment and the International 
Centre for Integrated Mountain 
Development (ICIMOD), an 
intergovernmental body that serves the 
eight HKH countries of Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, 
Myanmar, Nepal and Pakistan.

Referring to the devastating landslide of 
January 4, 2010 at Attabad, a village in 
Pakistan’s northern Gojal Valley, 
Salmanuddin Shah, a disaster 
management specialist at Focus 

Humanitarian Assistance, a network of 
humanitarian aid groups, said that his 
group informed the provincial 
government of Gilgit-Baltistan about 
cracks in the mountainside above the 
Hunza river and the risk of a landslide 
nearly nine months before the landslide 
occurred. 

According to Shah, the lax response of 
the provincial disaster management 
authority and other government 
departments resulted in the loss of about 
19 lives and the displacement of 450 
families.  

�e lake that formed as a result of the 
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ina Sultan, (BNS) was  invited 
to display her collections at a 
show in Seoul (South Korea),  
recently in November 2014. 
BNS managed to impress the 

Koreans by its variety of fusion out�ts & 
its traditional garments. �e show 
consisted of a range of out�ts from their 
new collections "Kashmir" which 
hightlights the beauty of hand 
embellished garments.

EA: For our readers, please shed light on 
your unbeaten career outline with us?

BNS: �e career initially is an 
unstoppable struggle when your mind 
follows the ambition for what you want 
to do in life. With the passage of time, 
you decide upon your interest and 
passion and start your journey in the 
right direction. My entire career is about 
doing something I enjoy & being 
passionate about it. It’s a life time 
struggle and I enjoy it.

EA: How do you di�erentiate between 
fashion and style?

BNS: Fashion is a time binding business 
but the ‘Style’, a timeless action.

EA: In what general direction of design do 
u work or wish to work?

BNS: Enhancement of creativity is a style 
of work that leads to satisfaction.

EA: What inspiration led you towards 
glamour?

BNS: I was born to design.

EA: In the male dominant society, what 
early criticism did u face, if any?

BNS: It is very hard to work and excel as 
an independent woman in eastern 
culture.

EA: Have your pieces become more 
appealing to people as a result?

BNS: �e trends keep changing, but we 
as a brand believe in simplicity and 
elegance.

EA: What do you think are the current and 
future trends in Pakistan?

BNS: Our versatility is what appeals 
others.

EA: How is your work received 
internationally?

BNS: Our work always illustrates 
versatility and this particular element 
makes you a brand name not only in 
domestically but also for international 
audience.

EA: If you were not this, what profession 
would you be in?

BNS: Fashion was my passion so I am a 
designer, otherwise to run an art gallery 

or Café is not a bad idea. 

EA: Your favorite spot for hang out in 
Pakistan?

BNS: Monal, Islamabad.

EA: What do you detest and adore the 
most?

BNS: I detest hypocrisy and adore 
openness.

EA: What would be your ideal man’s traits 
and characteristics?

BNS: He would be someone to whom I 
would really respect. Respect, dignity and 
honesty should be the key individualities 
in a man.

EA: Who is your fashion leader?

BNS: Gianni Versace and Karl Lagerfeld 
amongst others.

EA: What is the biggest lesson that you 
have learned since you started your 
company?

BNS: Career development is not an easy 
business, an unstoppable cycle of struggle 
and endless strive of learning. 

EA: What advice would you give to young 
designers?

BNS: Persistence is the key to success, 
not an easy job but don't give it up.

B

An Interview with
Bina Sultan

An Interview with
Bina Sultan
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he Institute of Cost and 
Management Accountants 
of Pakistan (ICMAP) 
c e l e b r a t e d 
Convocation-2014 to 

honor its graduates on Wednesday, 
December, 10 2014. More than 100 
graduating students gathered at ICMAP 
Islamabad Centre with their families, 
fellow students and friends, taking the 
chance to consider past achievements, 
aspirations and challenges before them.

�ey cheered up together as the Chief 
Guest of the occasion, renowned nuclear 
Scientist Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan, 
conferred degrees upon the ICMAP 
graduates. Dr. Qadeer Khan, in his 
speech, praised the senior fellows and 
faculty members of the institute for their 
excellence, distinction and e�orts in 
elevating the institute’s image.

Addressing the convocation at ICMAP 
in Islamabad, Dr A Q Khan said, 
“Nothing makes me happy than the 
respect and admiration my people give 
me”. He urged the students to do knuckle 
down e�orts to acquire excellence in their 
�elds as only knowledgeable and skilled 
nation can build the image and credibility 
of Pakistan.  “You have crossed a decisive 
threshold of educational career and now 
have become a privileged segment of the 
society. Do play your role and change the 
fate of this nation,” Dr. A Q Khan 
exhorted the fresh graduates in the 
convocation. He also urged graduates to 
never relegate religion from their lives 

and advised them to read Holy Quran 
regularly with script in Urdu to 
understand in-depth knowledge and 
guidance of the holy book. President 
ICMAP Zia Mustafa Awan, in his 
keynote address, said that Pakistan is a 
treasure house of talented manpower and 
if properly mobilized; our nation could 
overtake other nations in the endeavor of 
development. “�e road for you has been 
di�cult during your studies but you 
preserved and lived up to the 
expectations of your parents and today 
they are proud of your achievement,” Zia 
added.

Chairman IBC, Mr. Waqar Ali Khan, Mr. 
Kashif Mateen Ansari, Vice President 
Ghulam Mustafa Qazi, V. Chairman 
Muhammad Imran and Secretary 
Rizwan Arshad also delivered speeches at 
the widely attended occasion to 
encourage fresh graduates to perform 
their duties to the best of their abilities.

T
Standardized education essential
to overcome economic challenges
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CAFÉ RESTOS OPENS ITS DOORS
A day prior to opening its doors for the guests, Restos, the 
neighborhood roof-top bar & cafe was inaugurated with a red 
carpet launch on College Road in Jinnah Super. �e Ambassador 
of Argentina and Dean of the Diplomatic Corp Islamabad 
Rodolfo Martin J. Saravia honored the occasion along with other 
foreign dignitaries and diplomats. With a very �nely selected 
Continental Menu, the café is all geared up to serve Italian, 
Mexican and seafood choices. Apart from a very serene roof-top, 
the café also has a very cozy co�ee bar for the co�ee lovers.

�e rooftop dinning concept was the brainchild of Mr Tahir 
Qureshi who is known to this city because of Qureshi Frozen 
Foods in Kohsar Market. �e face and name of the café has been 
given by Xanthum Team who has developed the brand of Restos.

Rodolfo Martin J Saravia formally opened the restaurant and 
expressed his delight at being present on the occasion. He said: `I 
am very pleased to be here. �is is a culmination of the work of 
two of my dear friends: Mr Qureshi who is a symbol of good meat 
in Pakistan and I am an Argentinean and we know about good 

meat and Mr Omar Durrani who runs a fabulous tourism agency. 
Dinner was served on the roof-top with live music by famous 
Raees violinist, featuring high end menu including Singaporean 
Rice, Mexican Chicken, Pepper Beef Steaks, Valencia Fish and 
Penne Alfredo for the launch, the restaurant will have a proper ala 
carte continental and bar-be cue menu. While the food at the 
launch was pleasant enough, the outstanding feature was the 
quality of the meats used and this may well be the distinguishing 
aspect of Restos. �e beef steaks were tender with a Pakistani 
touch to the spices while the Valencia Fish was light but tasty. 
What stood out was an assortment of salads which were fresh and 
appetizing. �e live barbeque was delicious not in keeping with 
the rest of the menu but by far the hottest part of the dinner and 
very well made.

Commenting on the interior design, Kazim Hasan; the Interior 
Designer of Restos said “Attention to detail in any venture is very 
important which was kept in mind while designing the interior.”

By Khuram Agha

Iram with Friends

H.E. Rodolfo Martin J Saravia (Ambassador of Argentina)
right Ambassador of UK.

Guests from British High CommisionVania
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Samsung Galaxy Note 4 has been introduced in Pakistan. 
Famous showbiz icons like the Ali Zafar, Sajjad Ali, Hamza 
Ali Abbasi, Aysha Umer, QB etc gave breath-taking 
performances in the colorful evening. �e iconic Samsung 
Galaxy Note 4 is featured on Telenor Pakistan’s Sales & 
Service Centers and franchises for its customers across the 
country. All Samsung Galaxy Note 4 buyers will receive 6 
months free internet along with free apps like Facebook, 
Whatsapp, Twitter and Line. A pre-order campaign has also 
been conducted o�ering free S-View Flip covers to Telenor 
Pakistan’s customers.�e device comes with accidental 
coverage that includes screen breakage, liquid damage and 
numerous other types of damages.

�e Samsung Galaxy Note 4 is the latest edition in the 
ongoing journey of innovation by Samsung. Key features of the 
new device include a 16 megapixel camera that o�ers a wide 
sel�e mode, Li-Ion 3220 mAh battery, Super AMOLED 
capacitive touchscreen, 16M colours as well as PhotoNote. �e 
device runs on Android 4.4.4 (KitKat) operating system and is 
a Category 6 LTE device.

After a brief introduction to Galaxy Note 4 and the fabulous 
Gear S which the Samsung is pushing  as a must have wearable 
gadget the event carried on past midnight and very few dared 
to miss the dazzling performance of Sajjad Ali which he gave 
after dinner.

Samsung Galaxy Note 4 launched in style
MD samsung John Park and Farid ullah Jaan

Head of Samsung Mobile Farid Ullah Jan showing Note 4 to guests








