
�e China-Pakistan Economic Corridor will connect Gwadar Port in 
southern Pakistan to China’s northwestern autonomous region of 

Xinjiang via highways, railways and pipelines to transport oil and gas.







n principle, the Pakistan-China economic corridor is the most promising 
development unfolding on our economic horizon, and the enormity of 
the vision that stands behind it is to be admired. But the details require 
sound management before that vision can become a reality, and thus far 

it appears that the government may be approaching the enterprise in a manner 
that is far from steady.

�e idea envisages a road and rail network that connects Pakistan’s deep water 
ports in the south — Karachi and Gwadar — with the city of Kashgar that 
serves as China’s big hub of regional trade activity. Karachi and Gwadar provide 
the nearest deep-water port options for Kashgar, which is slated to become an 
important city connecting the entire Central Asian region with Russia and the 
Middle East. Coupled with the other projects that have also been announced, 
including two nuclear power reactors in Karachi, numerous projects in the 
power sector, an international airport in Gwadar, an overland high-speed �bre 
optic link to Rawalpindi, it becomes clear that the infrastructure is being laid 
down to pull Pakistan into a tighter embrace with China. A highly placed 
Chinese o�cial told a gathering in Urumqi that a study on a direct rail link 
from Gwadar to Kashgar has been initiated, despite a “hostile environment and 
complicated geographical conditions”.

�e project needs more transparency and a clearer idea of who exactly is in 
charge of its implementation on the Pakistani side. It also needs to become 
clearer how the security challenges of Balochistan will be tackled, since the 
formation of a 10,000 man strong Balochistan Constabulary announced at the 
last Ecnec meeting is likely to prove very inadequate to the task. In a recent 
Senate hearing, Planning Commission representatives — who are trying to 
integrate the corridor and their own Vision 2025 — were unable to give a 
consistent and satisfactory answer as to why the route of the road link had been 
changed from what was provided earlier. Also, the Vision 2025 task force had 
suggested that Havelian should serve as a dry port for the rail link, which should 
run from Peshawar to Karachi. But now we hear that plans for a rail link all the 
way to Kashgar are ready for implementation. 

It is surprising to see the government’s lack of e�ort to get its own message out 
regarding the project. �is is either because they completely underestimate the 
seriousness of the challenge that is developing, or take their own position for 
granted. Either way, it is not only folly on their part to continue to ignore the 
growing protests around the project, it is also highly irresponsible. 

�e project is an important one and deserves proper stewardship, in both the 
technical and political spheres. Bland assurances that the route remains 
unchanged are clearly not enough. 

�e government needs to release further details about the many projects that are 
being advanced under the umbrella of CPEC, and collect them all in one place 
for ease of access.

If it has a case to make, it should step up and make it. But if it has no case in the 
face of such a serious challenge to such an important venture, then it is 
inevitable that people will ask whether the government can be trusted at all with 
its stewardship.
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Pak-China Economic Corridor
a ‘fate changer’ for Pakistan



Economic Affairs

he word ‘Corridor’ suggests a 
gateway or a passage that 
connects the two separate 
countries, continents or 

regions. �is ‘economic corridor’ will not 
be the �rst in history. Rather, as Hedrick 
points out, the use of sea and land routes 
have assisted in the globalization process 
of opening Asia, as early as the 19th 
century. He argues that the Suez Canal, 
opened in 1869, acted to aid the empires 
of great powers during the time. �e 
canal through the Sinai Peninsula made 
trade and empire faster but also 
economical. �e world’s superpower of 
the time, Great Britain, made great 
strategic use of it, by transport of goods, 
o�cials and soldiers to Bombay and 
other key colonial hubs in an easier and 
a�ordable manner. 

Pakistan enjoys a position of immense 
geostrategic importance, bordered by 
Iranon the west, Afghanistan on the 
northwest, China on the northeast, India 
on the east, and Arabian Sealying in the 
south. Its geographical location has 
evoked much interest among the major 
powersof the globe. 

Pakistan’s strategic location is crucial for 
China for its trade movements to the 
Indian Ocean andArabian Sea through 
the Karakorum Highway. To maintain a 
rapidly growing economy, 
Chinaimperatively needs access to other 
states for trade expansion..

�e China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
will connect Gwadar Port in southern 
Pakistan to China’s northwestern 
autonomous region of Xinjiang via 
highways, railways and pipelines to 
transport oil and gas.

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang was among 
the �rst advocates of the project; since 
then Chinese President Xi Jinping, 
former Pakistani President Asif Ali 
Zardari and Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif have become strong supporters of 
the project. When the corridor is 
constructed it will serve as a primary 
gateway for trade between China and 
the Middle East and Africa. In 
particular oil from the Middle East 
could be o�oaded at Gwadar, which is 
located just outside the mouth of the 
Persian Gulf, and transported to China 
through the Balochistan province in 
Pakistan. Such a link would vastly cut 
the 12,000-kilometre route that Mideast 
oil supplies must now take to reach 

Chinese ports.

�e project received a major boost when 
control of Gawadar was transferred to 
China’s state-owned China Overseas 
Ports Holding in February 2013. Built 
by Chinese workers and opened in 2007, 
Gwadar is undergoing a major expansion 
to turn it into a full-�edged deep-water 
commercial port. Pakistan and China 
have signed agreements for constructing 
an international airport at Gwadar, 
upgrading a section of the 
1,300-Kilometre Karakorum Highway 
connecting to Islamabad and laying a 
�bre-optic cable from the Chinese 
border to the Pakistani city of 
Rawalpindi. With the development of 
the corridor Central Asia, traditionally 
an economically closed region owing to 
its geography and lack of infrastructure, 
will have greater access to the sea and to 
the global trade network. �e Pak-China 
Economic Corridor Secretariat was 
inaugurated in Islamabad on August 27, 
2013.

On November 2014, Chinese 
government announced that it will 
�nance Chinese companies to build 
$45.6 billion worth of energy and 
infrastructure projects in Pakistan as part 
of CPEC. Documents show that China 
has promised to invest around $33.8 
billion in various energy projects and 
$11.8 billion in infrastructure projects 
which will be completed by 2017 at 
most. �e deal includes $622 million for 
Gwadar port. Under the CPEC 
agreement, $15.5 billion worth of coal, 
wind, solar and hydro energy projects 
will add 10,400 megawatts of energy to 

the national grid of Pakistan.

Physically, the corridor is a 
2,700-Kilometre highway that stretches 
from Kashghar to Gwadar through 
Khunjrab. But in essence, these road and 
rail links will further strengthen the 
bond of brotherhood, as highlighted by 
the two governments. China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor from Kashgar to 
Gwadar will integrate the economies of 
the two friendly countries. �e project is 
establishing several economic zones and 
physical links connecting Pakistan and 
China. Both the countries believe that 
this economic corridor will bene�t new 
emerging regional cooperation in South 
Asia. �is project is set out to transform 
the future of the region, driven by 
economy and energy, and the building of 
pipelines and ports with roads rail 
infrastructure.

Pakistan serves as an important ally for 
China in the South Asian Region. 
Pakistan’s geographical location puts it 
on the main route connecting China and 
the Middle East and China and Central 
Asia. For economic and strategic 
connectivity with these regions, China 
requires safe passage through Pakistan 
especially after China’s growing share in 
world trade. In addition, China wishes to 
secure its position through Pakistan in 
South Asia to balance India’s emergence 
as it can potentially jeopardize the 
Chinese ambitions of leading Asia.

Chairman of the Pakistan-China 
Institute, Senator Mushahid Hussain 
Sayed believes that the economic 
corridor “will play a crucial role in 
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T regional integration of the ‘Greater 
South Asia’, which includes China, Iran, 
Afghanistan, and stretches all the way to 
Myanmar.” A strong Pakistan is valuable 
as it warrants that Indian claim of 
regional hegemony will not go 
unchallenged. He opined that the 
Pakistan-China Economic Corridor is 
of immense importance for the revival of 
Pakistan’s economy, resolution of energy 
crisis and strengthening the Federation 
through development and infrastructure.

Moreover, the emergence of the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank, with an 
outlay of $ 100 billion, would be an 
Asian alternative to the Western 
�nancial system. 

Relations with China were a factor of 
national unity in Pakistan since all 
political parties and provinces supported 
it, while Pakistan has always backed 
China in its ‘core interests’ including 
China’s unity and territorial integrity, 
leading role of the Communist Party in 
China, China’s peaceful rise and issues 
like Taiwan, Tibet and terrorism in 

Chinese President Xi Jinping (R) meets with Pakistani Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, capital of China. Fl

e P
ho

to

Xinjiang, and strongly opposes any 
policy of ‘containment of China’ as Asia 
cannot a�ord a New Cold War.

According to Director General, 
Planning Commission, Syed Mujtaba 
Hussain, Pakistan-China Economic 
Corridor is strategically important for 
both China and Pakistan keeping in 

view the growing regional trade and 
investment collaboration. It is a win-win 
opportunity for Pakistan and China and 
the agreements of early harvest projects 
during Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
visit to China have great signi�cance. 
�ese projects would be completed 
within a span of two to three years time 
and these include rail, road network 
besides several long and short term 
energy projects.

Pakistan is the �rst South Asian country 
to sign a free trade agreement and 
currency swap agreement with China 
and is also the largest destination of 
Chinese investment in South Asia. 
China is Pakistan’s second largest 
trading partner and fourth largest export 
market. China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor has the potential to turn 
Pakistan into a hub of regional 
cooperation. If Pakistan uses this 
opportunity wisely and is able to reap the 
economic bene�ts this corridor has to 
o�er, it can greatly enhance its regional 
power and prestige and prove a more 
valuable long-term ally for Beijing.
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The China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor will 
connect Gwadar Port in 
southern Pakistan to 
China’s northwestern 
autonomous region of 
Xinjiang via highways, 
railways and pipelines to 
transport oil and gas.

regional integration of the ‘Greater 
South Asia’, which includes China, Iran, 
Afghanistan, and stretches all the way to 
Myanmar.” A strong Pakistan is valuable 
as it warrants that Indian claim of 
regional hegemony will not go 
unchallenged. He opined that the 
Pakistan-China Economic Corridor is 
of immense importance for the revival of 
Pakistan’s economy, resolution of energy 
crisis and strengthening the Federation 
through development and infrastructure.

Moreover, the emergence of the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank, with an 
outlay of $ 100 billion, would be an 
Asian alternative to the Western 
�nancial system. 

Relations with China were a factor of 
national unity in Pakistan since all 
political parties and provinces supported 
it, while Pakistan has always backed 
China in its ‘core interests’ including 
China’s unity and territorial integrity, 
leading role of the Communist Party in 
China, China’s peaceful rise and issues 
like Taiwan, Tibet and terrorism in 

Xinjiang, and strongly opposes any 
policy of ‘containment of China’ as Asia 
cannot a�ord a New Cold War.

According to Director General, 
Planning Commission, Syed Mujtaba 
Hussain, Pakistan-China Economic 
Corridor is strategically important for 
both China and Pakistan keeping in 

view the growing regional trade and 
investment collaboration. It is a win-win 
opportunity for Pakistan and China and 
the agreements of early harvest projects 
during Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
visit to China have great signi�cance. 
�ese projects would be completed 
within a span of two to three years time 
and these include rail, road network 
besides several long and short term 
energy projects.

Pakistan is the �rst South Asian country 
to sign a free trade agreement and 
currency swap agreement with China 
and is also the largest destination of 
Chinese investment in South Asia. 
China is Pakistan’s second largest 
trading partner and fourth largest export 
market. China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor has the potential to turn 
Pakistan into a hub of regional 
cooperation. If Pakistan uses this 
opportunity wisely and is able to reap the 
economic bene�ts this corridor has to 
o�er, it can greatly enhance its regional 
power and prestige and prove a more 
valuable long-term ally for Beijing.

Altered trade route strikes provincialism chord
As Pakistan decides to 
change the Pak-China 
Economic Corridor route by 
cutting o� restive areas 

en-route to Gwadar port, the opposition 
lawmakers from smaller provinces 
warned the government that any change 
in the proposed route of the 
multibillion-dollar Pakistan-China 
Economic Corridor would jeopardise the 
country’s territorial integrity.

�e government is chanting the issue of 
security of Chinese convoys for the 
change and so most of the route will go 
through Punjab instead of Pashtun and 
Baloch belts, which has irked lawmakers 
from Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and 
Balochistan.

�e Senate Standing Committee on 
Finance had already asked the 
government to seek the approval of the 
new route – what the government calls 
the eastern route of the Pak-China 
Economic Corridor – from the Council 
of Common Interests (CCI), the highest 
constitutional body that deals with 
inter-provincial issues. �e old route was 
along the western lines of the country but 

passes through some restive areas.

�e original route of the economic 
corridor passes through Dera Ismail 
Khan, Zhob and Quetta before reaching 
the Gwadar deep seaport. However, 
Baloch and Pakhtun populated areas 
along the route have been excluded from 
the modi�ed route which passes through 
Hasanabdal, Lahore, Multan, Sukkur, 
Hyderabad and RattuDero.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Chairman Imran Khan said that the 
Centre wanted to weaken the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) government and if 
the route of Pakistan-China Economic 
Corridor is changed, his party will stage a 
sit-in.

Pakistan and China have agreed to 
construct the economic corridor that will 
give access to western parts of China to 
Gwadar port for international trade and 
secure energy supplies for the future. 
Both the countries have signed initial 
agreements for a $34-billion investment 
in Pakistan.

Planning and Development Minister 

Ahsan Iqbal rejected rumors about a 
change in the Pakistan-China Economic 
Corridor (PCEC) route and termed it a 
conspiracy against the major project. 

He said that the government has not 
abandoned the original route, called the 
western route. It has only decided to 
construct the eastern route �rst with 
Chinese assistance. �e minister said that 
in �rst phase of the corridor, N-85 and 
M-8 projects would be completed in two 
years to connect the Gwadar port with 
upcountry. N-85 will connect Gwadar 
with Quetta-KillaSaifullah to Zhob and 
D.I. Khan to Peshawar for transportation 
of goods from Gwadar to Kashgar. M-8 
will connect Gwadar with Awaran and 
Ratodero. �e Gwadar port will be linked 
to Sukkur, Lahore and Karachi over the 
next two years.

He said the eastern route will largely be 
completed on a build-operate-transfer 
(BOT) basis – a facility that was not 
available to construct the western route. 
He said had the government adopted the 
old western route, the entire cost of 
construction would have fallen on the 
shoulders of Pakistan.      EA Report
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would be-candidate who consistently 
polls as a favorite politician. She is 
well-known and respected by the 
American people and internationally. 
Her last name is associated with 
booming economic times due to her 
husband's sound and successful 
economic policies and she is unique in 
that she may well be the very �rst female 
US President.

�ese are substantial positive aspects to 
Clinton's candidacy, particularly at a time 
when the conservative Republican war 
on women has caused even Republican 
women to be unfavorable to their party's 
consistent denial to grant women liberty 
and respect. Clinton thus adds a 
freshness and uniqueness to the 
Presidential race. To add to the strength 
in her campaign, she is utilizing 
President Obama's former team 
members who brought her down in the 
elections of 2008, when she lost the 
Democratic nomination for President. 
�is brilliant strategy of bringing on 
board precisely those who contributed to 
her loss gives her the edge to steer clear 
from mistakes made during her run in 
2008.

What could possibly be the biggest 
challenge for Clinton is to not fall into 
the trap of Democrats and repeat their 

error which occurred in the midterm 
elections of 2014 for Senate and 
Congress. In other words, alienating 
herself from President Obama's 
supporters in order to distinguish herself 
from the President. �e track record of 
the Obama administration has been 
exemplary on a multitude of issues, both 
domestically and internationally. �us, 
basing her core agenda along the same 
lines can only be bene�cial to Clinton's 
support base and campaign.

As can be well expected, her critics will 
obviously comment on her being royalty, 
establishment, for being lazy, for not 
having earned the highest o�ce. 
However, the reality of the matter is that 
Clinton is a seasoned, experienced 
politician who has invested earnestly in a 
long career of hard work for causes she 
believes in.

What Clinton's critics need to recognize 
is that after her defeat in 2008, she did 
not sit back and mourn her loss but 
rather swallowed her pride and accepted 
a job as Secretary Of State working for 
President Obama, her former opponent, 
after an arduous and bitter campaign. 
Furthermore, hiring the same people 
who helped her lose last time around 
demonstrates that she has attentively 
analyzed her previous errors and will do 
her best to not repeat them. �erefore, 
whatever her critics may say of her, the 
one thing they would be wrong in doing 
is assessing her as a weak candidate.

What Hillary Clinton has going for her 
in addition to her vast political 
experience is her tenacity and her ability 
to accept and scrutinize her errors and to 
overcome them successfully. De�nitely 
assets for a successful leadership.

You know, everybody has setbacks 
in their life, and everybody falls 
short of whatever goals they 
might set for themselves. �at's 

part of living and coming to terms with 
who you are as a person." ~Hillary 
Clinton

�e setbacks from the goals which 
Hillary Clinton had set for herself in the 
Presidential elections in 2008 have not, as 
her above quote indicates, incapacitated 
her. �is has become more and more 
apparent throughout her political 
trajectory.

Clinton has yet to announce her run for 
the Presidency but she is already sta�ed 
with huge Democratic talent, some 
straight from the Obama White House. 
Although she plans to postpone 
campaigning until late summer, the 
former Senator, Secretary Of State and 
First Lady has already assembled what 
can be referred to as a Dream Team, in 
addition to her existing substantially 
solid support. Some analysts, for example 
from the Washington Post, have 
commented that although Clinton's run 
is not o�cial yet, her campaign is 
beginning to resemble that of an 
incumbent's reelection. At this point, she 
has already settled on a campaign 
chairman, a campaign manager, a chief 
strategist, 

a lead media advisor, a communications 
director, a deputy communications 
director, a focus group director and a 
communications strategist.

It seems safe to say that Clinton will be 
running largely in support of a sitting 
president and his agenda and has been 
hiring a considerable number of 
President Obama's former aides.

Although there are some concerns to her 
beginning her campaign rather late, there 
is another facet to the situation. Clinton 
is a tenacious and highly appreciated 

Hillary Clinton: Paving the
way to the Presidency
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is an English and French professor 
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columnist on American political and 
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from his performance, so far. However, 
he should do more to reign in the 
occasional absurdities of few elements 
from the extreme right.”

However, perceptions about Sharif aren’t 
anywhere near what Indians feel about 
Modi. “�ere is dominant view in India 
that there are several power centres in 
Pakistan, and the government is not in 
total control of all the policies and 
practices,” Devdan said.

While Devdan doesn’t want to compare 
the two premiers, he did have a few 
thoughts about why the US treats the 
two nations di�erently.

“US is attracted by the economic 
opportunity that lies in India. And the 
very prosperous and in�uential Indian 
community in the US is driving these 
collaborations and engagements. And 
this will only grow, as India undertakes 
reforms which will make business easier 
to do out here,” he explained.

“Pakistan has been an ally in the US war 
on terror. Hence, US engagement with 
Pakistan is because of the war on terror, 
while with India, it is because of the 
economic opportunity to do business,” 
he added.

While the US has been trying to assist 
India, it has made only the minimum 
investment required in Pakistan. $250 
million is a blip compared to what the 
country has done for Pakistan before.

Tahir Zain, an NGO worker and writer 
from Karachi, has an idea on why the 
situation has changed. He feels that 
Pakistan has never had any relationship 
with the US except one of a beggar and 
a philanthropist with Pakistan being the 
former and the US being the latter. “If 
you look at the 50s and 60s because of 
SEATO and CENTO we attacked 
India so that US may come after us and 
favour us, but that never happened. 
When the US has a strategic advantage 
they give us aid, like they did when they 
wanted us to �ght the Soviet Union,” he 
said.

“India is a di�erent story, it’s a huge 
market and a huge country and it has to 
be treated as an equal by the US. We are 
not their equals, we are beggars complete 
with the bowl,” he added.

Tahir feels that this is irrespective of the 
two premiers. “Modi is turning India 

into a highly e�cient yet highly 
polarised religio-fascist state, while 
Nawaz, through his monumental 
ine�ciency, is unwittingly paving the 
way for a military coup. �e di�erence 
between the two is in the macro and the 
micro approach. Nawaz is concerned 
with only his own family and its well 
being. While Modi is concerned with 
turning his whole country into his own 
image,” he said.

Perhaps the reason the US is more tilted 
towards India is their prime minster. 
YogendraKalavalapalli, a journalist from 
Hyderabad, thinks Modi is more about 
actions than words.

“Modi has proved to be a talker than a 
doer going by his eight months in o�ce. 
Not many reforms have seen the light of 
the day but I believe the government is 
working in that direction. On the other 
hand, my reading of Pakistan is that 
Nawaz Sharif is too busy battling the 
militants and a combative opposition in 
the form of Imran Khan to do anything 
else,” he said.

Why the US treats the two di�erent 
boils down to loyalties according to 
Yogendra.

“As the US withdraws from 
Afghanistan, it knows it’ll have to 
depend less on Pakistan. Slowly, the 
dollar aid will be reduced to a trickle, 
pushing the aid-driven Pakistan 
economy into a deeper crisis. �e US 
seems to be abandoning its wartime ally 
while it focuses on building a solid 
partnership with the economic 
heavyweight next door.

“�is is re�ective of how US is treating 
the two countries. Pakistan has gotten 
itself into America’s bad books by its 
dual standards in supporting America 
on its war on terror. At the same time, 
India courted America especially in 

areas of commerce, defence supplies, 
joint military exercises and Intel sharing 
(especially because both are battling the 
same enemy). �e US seems to have 
learnt its lessons hard — it will not step 
in AfPak region for a while at least, and 
with the declining importance of AfPak 
in American foreign policy, so will 
Pakistan’s foreign aid,” he said.

When it comes to the love triangle 
between the three countries Fatima 
believes people are seeing things the 
wrong way. “�e di�erence isn’t in how 
the US government deals with Pakistan 
versus how it deals with India — that’s 
just our weird national 
insecurity/persecution complex talking. 
For example, according to Medecins 
Sans Frontieres. �e US govt is currently 
trying to pressurise India into stopping 
the production of generic medication 
that would e�ectively push prices of 
life-saving medication beyond the reach 
of the people and non-pro�t 
organisations that need them the most. 
�is is because the American 
government’s sole responsibility is to 
safeguard the interests of the American 
people (the de�nition of which is 
increasingly becoming limited to 
“corporations” but that is really a topic 
for another time).

“�e di�erence comes from how the 
Pakistani government deals with US. On 
some levels, this comparison is unfair. 
India is a multicultural society strongly 
invested in securing its future as an 
emerging superpower. It has a lot of 
things going wrong but also many things 
going right and I feel when it negotiates 
with the US, both parties understand 
that.

Despite the attention that India is being 
showered on, Sundas does not think that 
Pakistan should try to compare itself in 
any way to its neighbour, “India is not an 
alternative to Pakistan for the US. As no 
amount of collaboration from India can 
accomplish what an honest e�ort from 
Pakistan can against terrorism. So 
they’re stuck with us, and they know 
that, and they resent us for it too,” she 
said.
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Pakistan used to enjoy an 
important strategic 
relationship with the US. 
However, over the course of 

the last two decades, that relationship 
has been marred by ine�ciencies, 
mistrust and even deceit. While the 
Pak-US relation has been su�ering, the 
India-US bond has been growing 
stronger.

While India is moving swiftly towards 
becoming the next super power, Pakistan 
is yet to rid itself of its terrorist woes 
long enough to focus on any real 
development goals. Both Modi and 
Nawaz stem from right wing parties and 
were elected in somewhat similar 
circumstances, but one is seen as the 
source of economic development, while 
the other is only known for making 
promises he can’t keep.

Imtiaz Risaldar, CEO of an automobile 
company from Pune, gives an interesting 
comparison of the two premiers. “Modi 
is the product of a peculiar political 
situation that existed at the beginning of 
the year. Economic growth was stagnant, 

there was a huge price rise and there 
were never-before-heard corruption 
allegations against the previous 
government. Nawaz Sharif is a rightist 
— he came to power with the help of the 
right wing constituency in Pakistan. 
Remember, the secularists were not even 
given a chance to campaign during your 
general election.

“�e past record of Sharif involves him 
saying something and doing something 
else. He also does not seem able to carry 
the military along — which 
Zardari-Gillani did excellently. From 
the Indian perspective, it would be 
wrong to trust Sharif,” he said.

While Modi has got to work quite 
quickly, Nawaz’s impotence as a premier 
has never been more obvious. Devdan 
Chaudhuri, author of ‘Anatomy of Life,’ 
from Kolkata explained, “Modi has been 
able to quickly erase the irrational fears 
of a BJP led government and put 
development back on the spotlight. 
People, especially the youth, have found 
a connection with his vision statements. 
�ere is very little to be critical of Modi, 

T
“India is a different 

story, it’s a huge 
market and a huge 

country and it has to be 
treated as an equal by 

the US. We are not their 
equals, we are beggars 

complete with the 
bowl,” he added.
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government’s sole responsibility is to 
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people (the de�nition of which is 
increasingly becoming limited to 
“corporations” but that is really a topic 
for another time).

“�e di�erence comes from how the 
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things going wrong but also many things 
going right and I feel when it negotiates 
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Despite the attention that India is being 
showered on, Sundas does not think that 
Pakistan should try to compare itself in 
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long enough to focus on any real 
development goals. Both Modi and 
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the other is only known for making 
promises he can’t keep.
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is the product of a peculiar political 
situation that existed at the beginning of 
the year. Economic growth was stagnant, 

there was a huge price rise and there 
were never-before-heard corruption 
allegations against the previous 
government. Nawaz Sharif is a rightist 
— he came to power with the help of the 
right wing constituency in Pakistan. 
Remember, the secularists were not even 
given a chance to campaign during your 
general election.

“�e past record of Sharif involves him 
saying something and doing something 
else. He also does not seem able to carry 
the military along — which 
Zardari-Gillani did excellently. From 
the Indian perspective, it would be 
wrong to trust Sharif,” he said.

While Modi has got to work quite 
quickly, Nawaz’s impotence as a premier 
has never been more obvious. Devdan 
Chaudhuri, author of ‘Anatomy of Life,’ 
from Kolkata explained, “Modi has been 
able to quickly erase the irrational fears 
of a BJP led government and put 
development back on the spotlight. 
People, especially the youth, have found 
a connection with his vision statements. 
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model of governance is healthy. And it 
embraces a belief in the good of man and 
his capability to independently 
determine the mark left by his life.

Chimera capitalism views citizens as 
units of labor. It is life as reduction under 
the burden of state-mandated production 
quotas and logistics. Chimera capitalism 
is a means of wealth acquisition for those 
who control the levers of power. A truly 
independent private sector is 
non-existent. Free will and 
self-determination do not concern the 
state. �e life of the individual  is 
restricted to determinations made within 
a centralized operational zone.

Prime Minister Modi is signaling  a 
slight but discernible tilt away from 
China and her aspirations and power 
projection in the region. (2)  �e 
surprising removal of Sri Lanka 
President Mahinda Rajapaska from 
power is part of that tilt.  Perhaps it is just 

the palate cleanser prior to a robust 
deployment of a political menu of 
options available to India. �e options 
encompass maritime security 
arrangements, Asia-Paci�c alliances, and 
strengthening of national security in an 
era of asymmetrical warfare. Options will 

be explored regarding trans-global 
corporate development and the award of 
contracts based on areas of mutual 
interest. �e prime minister is positioned 
to lead regional leaders in solution-based 
initiatives to bring stability within their 
borders. �e Ministry of Defence (MoD) 
has a troop strength of 1.3 million active 
personnel within  four branches of 
service.  �ese servants of national 
sovereignty stand ready for any mission 
bound with strategic tethers.

Fareed Zakaria penned “�e 
Post-American World” in 2008. He 
begins his �rst chapter with these words: 
“�is is a book not about the decline of 
America but rather the rise of everyone 
else.” �e book speaks of the Americas as 
“Europe's great escape valve for 400 
years.”  �e author devotes a great deal of 
his text with a favorable tilt toward 
China.  �ere are small embedded insults 
against my nation. “America's future 
looks bleak.” He opines, “China is 

experiencing the 
largest, swiftest 
rise to power of 
any country in 
history – larger 
and swifter even 
than the United 

States in the past.” His statistics may be 
correct regarding China and her 
juggernaut, but these are economic issues. 
Within an American model of 
governance a healthy economic bottom 
line is a partial consideration within a 
greater matrix of political thought. 
Generational welfare (life, liberty and the 

pursuit of happiness) remain primary 
concerns.  �ese outcomes can never be 
achieved with chimera capitalism which 
is a business model based on sel�sh 
ambition and personal greed.

In the truest sense, the “rise of everyone 
else” cannot be accomplished with the 
“decline of America”. Perhaps now more 
than ever the guidance of my nation is 
needed within emerging democracies. 
Like it or not, our policies have a 
cascading e�ect across the globe. �is is 
noted without arrogance. It is a reminder 
that our own stride forward means your 
stride forward will follow. Our decline is 
not in your best interests.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
moved forward with political strength 
onto the international stage. His 
transition has shown a distinct grace. He 
demonstrates an enviable diplomatic 
prowess and is un�appable. �e PM is 
strengthening his alliance with the 
United States and managing the strategic 
interests of India with a steady hand. A 
languishing political environment cursed 
by diplomatic  fatigue is �nding 
invigoration because of this highly 
unusual and talented man. A most 
dramatic shift is being noted within the 
intellectual realm of cohabitation of 
ideas.  

Is it possible that a government retains 
partial stewardship and guardianship for 
the happiness of citizens? Americans 
hold tightly to this exceptional ideal. 
Prime Minister Modi appears to 
acknowledge the same. He is sending out 
steady signals of commitment to 
democracy and free market capitalism. 
�is will necessitate continued political 
distancing from China and a steady turn 
toward the United States.

Decisions made by Prime Minister Modi 
in the coming days will provide 
investment in concepts which bolster 
human potential. Democracy provides 
soft governance with strong economic 
indicators. Chimera capitalism works as 
an economic model. But it does erode the 
human spirit.

POLITICS
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he visit between Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and President Barack 
Obama is concluded. �e 

pageantry of the Republic Day parade is 
a pleasant memory. Reports that the head 
of state dined on “kebabs made with lotus 
stems, �gs, and spices” is digested, hence, 
non-news status. (1) From public 
appearances to carefully guarded private 
meetings world leaders  watch over this 
event. A search will continue for latent 
�ngerprints of the o�cial visit between 
head of state. Outcomes will be 
monitored for months. �ere are great 
expectations for the bilateral 
understandings achieved with a promise 
of  future collaboration. India is a vast 
land with a burgeoning population. Her 
national leadership signals a greater 
movement toward democracy and away 
from chimera capitalism. New policies 
will provide greater potentialities on the 
world stage and rich possibilities for the 
citizens. Democracy v chimera 
capitalism. For leaders who choose the 
latter, there will be starkly dimmer 
horizons for their constituencies.  But for 

nations which choose democracy, the 
horizon will become brighter. “Shared 
E�ort – Progress for All”. India steps up 
to the plate.

Bilateral agreements are secured in back 
channel negotiations where a 
cohabitation of ideas and mutual interest 
reside. But democracy and chimera 
capitalism are incompatible guests 
residing under the same roof. Within a 
democracy, governance is based on an 
understanding that human desire and 
potential are the grand dames of 
capitalism. �ese emotional components 
of existence are to be nurtured and 
encouraged.  Regulations are primarily 
enacted for the protection of your 
neighbor. Your dream, must not become 
the nightmare of the other. But your 
dream allows you certain rights. You 
retain the right to work hard or fall into a 
state of abject poverty. You have the right 
to unrestricted mobility within national 
borders. You may crisscross the country 
in search of employment. You have the 
right to function as an independent agent 
on behalf of your own pursuits. �is 

TDecisions made by 
Prime Minister Modi in 

the coming days will 
provide investment in 

concepts which bolster 
human potential. 

Democracy provides 
soft governance with 

strong economic 
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U.S. President Barack Obama, center, and First Lady Michelle Obama walk with India's Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as they arrive in pouring rain to attend India's Republic Day parade in New Delhi.



losing their jobs, working in energy 
de�cient sectors mentioned above.

Arrangements for LNG Imports
Qatar is the largest LNG producer of the 
world and also known as LNG King. 
Initially, Pakistan �nalized an agreement 
with Qatar for importing 500 MMFCD 
LNG. Government of Pakistan as per 
information, agreed upon the price of 
$17/mmbtu, without the cost of 
regasi�cation, which is a necessary 
process of converting lique�ed natural 
gas (LNG) back to Natural Gas. 
Moreover, price was also excluding 
shipping and logistic obligation for this 
import from Qatar. Government of 
Pakistan received high criticism from 
political and business circles for agreeing 
to such high price for LNG import.

Following the criticism on prospective 
LNG Import pricing, govt restrained 
from �xing the long term price for this 
import. Currently, the government of 
Pakistan is considering adopting spot 
price formula for this agreement, which 
will allow it to secure market competitive 
price on the time of making import. 

Current Scenario 
�e �rst LNG terminal having the 
capacity of storing 0.4 million cubic feet 
LNG per day will be competedat the 
Port QasimKarachi by end of March this 
year. �is pioneer LNG terminal is 
established by ENGRO Pakistan. Engro 
will also import LNG from Qatar in 
private sector. �e Sui Southern Gas 
Pipeline Company (SSGC) is laying 
dedicated pipeline to connect this 

terminal with national gas pipeline 
network.

LNG import from other countries
Pakistan decided to start negotiations 
with Malaysia, China, Algeria, Nigeria, 
and Trinidad for import of LNG to meet 
its growing energy needs. �e decision 
was made during a recent meeting of the 
Cabinet Committee on Energy (CCE) 
chaired by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.

�e CCE also approved 
g o v e r n m e n t - t o - g o v e r n m e n t 
negotiations with Russia, Qatar and 
China for the construction of the 
North-South gas pipeline. �is 42-inch 
pipeline will be laid along the new 
alignment of N-5. �e committee was 
also informed about setting up of a 
3600MW power generation plant based 
on Regassi�ed LNG. 

CNG sector directly imports LNG 
�e Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) 
sector will directly import the Lique�ed 
Natural Gas (LNG) after which no 

CNG station would face closure. 
According to the Ministry of Petroleum 
and Natural Resources the import of 
LNG will start from March 31 in 
Pakistan. Interestingly, the LNG import 
will be made by All Pakistan CNG 
Association (APCNGA). �e 
association has established a company 
for LNG import from Qatar. �e import 
arrangements are in �nal stage.

�e Chairman APCNGA,Ghiyas 
Abdullah Paracha lauded the 
government’s support for import of 
LNG for CNG sector terming it is the 
beginning of the end of energy crisis in 
Pakistan. Ghiyas said that with the use of 
LNG to the CNG sector around two 
billion litres of petrol will be saved 
annually and price of CNG will be �xed 
in litres instead of kilogramme.

Game Changer
�e imported LNG will cost about 
30-35% cheap alternate energy resource 
in comparison with petrol. �erefore, as 
per latest reports, Government is also 
considering of converting diesel and 
furnace oil based power plant to LNG 
for ensuring the cheap electricity 
production in the country. �e LNG 
supply will result in contentious and 
economical availability of CNG and 
electricity.
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Pakistan is currently facing a 
severe energy de�ciency for 
many years now, because of 
merciless nonproductive use 

of its own energy resources mainly 
Natural Gas. Successive governments 
lacked any long term planning to ful�ll 
this immense energy requirements 
keeping in mind the ever mounting 
population.

�e country’s requirement of Natural 
Gas daily is of about 6 Billion Cubic Feet 
(BCF) but the supply is about 4 Billion 
Cubic Feet. �e country observes 
complete closure of CNG stations in 
winters and partial closure in summers. 
�e intensive consumption of Natural 
Gas is in various sectors comprises of 
CNG, Fertilizer Industry, Garments 
Industry and the most signi�cant and 
pensive electricity generation, which 
consumes around 27.5% of country’s 
total Gas production. Use of Natural gas 
in all these industries is because it costs 
minimal in comparison to many other 
energy alternatives.

To �ll the 2 Billion Cubic Feet gap in 

demand and supply of Natural Gas, 
Pakistan is now the verge of importing 
LNG (Lique�ed natural Gas) from 
Qatar.

Why importing LNG
�e humming of LNG import was come 
into being since PML-N formed Govt 
in Pakistan after 11th May, 2013’s 
General Elections. Govt thought of 
LNG import as a less time consuming 
and lucrative alternative of energy crisis 
in Pakistan. Although, there were two 
ongoing Natural Gas projects, that PPP 
(Pakistan people’s Party) Govt left 
un�nished, known as 
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-In
dia (TAPI) and Iran-Pakistan (IP) 
pipelines. But as these projects have 
some serious international apprehension 
and also required lot more time in their 
establishment. �is was the time, when 
Govt of Pakistan anticipating the instant 
need of any alternate energy resource 
around, came across LNG import – as a 
quicker solution. �is was also much 
needed to prevent industrial shutdown 
and avoiding thousands of people from 

TThe first LNG terminal 
having the capacity of 

storing 0.4 million 
cubic feet LNG per day 

will be competedat the 
Port QasimKarachi by 

end of March this year. 
This pioneer LNG 

terminal is established 
by ENGRO Pakistan. 

LNG Import to end gas
crises in Pakistan
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losing their jobs, working in energy 
de�cient sectors mentioned above.

Arrangements for LNG Imports
Qatar is the largest LNG producer of the 
world and also known as LNG King. 
Initially, Pakistan �nalized an agreement 
with Qatar for importing 500 MMFCD 
LNG. Government of Pakistan as per 
information, agreed upon the price of 
$17/mmbtu, without the cost of 
regasi�cation, which is a necessary 
process of converting lique�ed natural 
gas (LNG) back to Natural Gas. 
Moreover, price was also excluding 
shipping and logistic obligation for this 
import from Qatar. Government of 
Pakistan received high criticism from 
political and business circles for agreeing 
to such high price for LNG import.

Following the criticism on prospective 
LNG Import pricing, govt restrained 
from �xing the long term price for this 
import. Currently, the government of 
Pakistan is considering adopting spot 
price formula for this agreement, which 
will allow it to secure market competitive 
price on the time of making import. 

Current Scenario 
�e �rst LNG terminal having the 
capacity of storing 0.4 million cubic feet 
LNG per day will be competedat the 
Port QasimKarachi by end of March this 
year. �is pioneer LNG terminal is 
established by ENGRO Pakistan. Engro 
will also import LNG from Qatar in 
private sector. �e Sui Southern Gas 
Pipeline Company (SSGC) is laying 
dedicated pipeline to connect this 

terminal with national gas pipeline 
network.

LNG import from other countries
Pakistan decided to start negotiations 
with Malaysia, China, Algeria, Nigeria, 
and Trinidad for import of LNG to meet 
its growing energy needs. �e decision 
was made during a recent meeting of the 
Cabinet Committee on Energy (CCE) 
chaired by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.

�e CCE also approved 
g o v e r n m e n t - t o - g o v e r n m e n t 
negotiations with Russia, Qatar and 
China for the construction of the 
North-South gas pipeline. �is 42-inch 
pipeline will be laid along the new 
alignment of N-5. �e committee was 
also informed about setting up of a 
3600MW power generation plant based 
on Regassi�ed LNG. 

CNG sector directly imports LNG 
�e Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) 
sector will directly import the Lique�ed 
Natural Gas (LNG) after which no 

CNG station would face closure. 
According to the Ministry of Petroleum 
and Natural Resources the import of 
LNG will start from March 31 in 
Pakistan. Interestingly, the LNG import 
will be made by All Pakistan CNG 
Association (APCNGA). �e 
association has established a company 
for LNG import from Qatar. �e import 
arrangements are in �nal stage.

�e Chairman APCNGA,Ghiyas 
Abdullah Paracha lauded the 
government’s support for import of 
LNG for CNG sector terming it is the 
beginning of the end of energy crisis in 
Pakistan. Ghiyas said that with the use of 
LNG to the CNG sector around two 
billion litres of petrol will be saved 
annually and price of CNG will be �xed 
in litres instead of kilogramme.

Game Changer
�e imported LNG will cost about 
30-35% cheap alternate energy resource 
in comparison with petrol. �erefore, as 
per latest reports, Government is also 
considering of converting diesel and 
furnace oil based power plant to LNG 
for ensuring the cheap electricity 
production in the country. �e LNG 
supply will result in contentious and 
economical availability of CNG and 
electricity.
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Pakistan is currently facing a 
severe energy de�ciency for 
many years now, because of 
merciless nonproductive use 

of its own energy resources mainly 
Natural Gas. Successive governments 
lacked any long term planning to ful�ll 
this immense energy requirements 
keeping in mind the ever mounting 
population.

�e country’s requirement of Natural 
Gas daily is of about 6 Billion Cubic Feet 
(BCF) but the supply is about 4 Billion 
Cubic Feet. �e country observes 
complete closure of CNG stations in 
winters and partial closure in summers. 
�e intensive consumption of Natural 
Gas is in various sectors comprises of 
CNG, Fertilizer Industry, Garments 
Industry and the most signi�cant and 
pensive electricity generation, which 
consumes around 27.5% of country’s 
total Gas production. Use of Natural gas 
in all these industries is because it costs 
minimal in comparison to many other 
energy alternatives.

To �ll the 2 Billion Cubic Feet gap in 

demand and supply of Natural Gas, 
Pakistan is now the verge of importing 
LNG (Lique�ed natural Gas) from 
Qatar.

Why importing LNG
�e humming of LNG import was come 
into being since PML-N formed Govt 
in Pakistan after 11th May, 2013’s 
General Elections. Govt thought of 
LNG import as a less time consuming 
and lucrative alternative of energy crisis 
in Pakistan. Although, there were two 
ongoing Natural Gas projects, that PPP 
(Pakistan people’s Party) Govt left 
un�nished, known as 
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-In
dia (TAPI) and Iran-Pakistan (IP) 
pipelines. But as these projects have 
some serious international apprehension 
and also required lot more time in their 
establishment. �is was the time, when 
Govt of Pakistan anticipating the instant 
need of any alternate energy resource 
around, came across LNG import – as a 
quicker solution. �is was also much 
needed to prevent industrial shutdown 
and avoiding thousands of people from 
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coriander is being sold at Rs300 as 
compared to Rs230 per kg.

Clove price rose to Rs1,920 from 
Rs1,820 per kg while cinnamon is now 
available at Rs380 as compared to Rs245 
per kg. 

Cardamom (Illayichi black) price has 
been raised to Rs3,850 per kg from 
Rs3,400 per kg while black pepper carries 
new price of Rs1,370 as compared to 
Rs1,260 per kg. 

Mash and Arhar prices have moved up to 
Rs160 each from Rs150 and Rs140 per 
kg respectively. Dalda ghee price (5kg 
tin) fell to Rs960 from Rs1,015. 

Good quality beef (without bones) now 
sells at Rs460 as compared to Rs440 per 
kg earlier. Drop in palm oil prices caused 
price fall in ghee and cooking oil.  �e 
price of one litre ghee and cooking oil of 
many leading brands has been reduced by 
Rs10. 

Leading tea packers came out with 
price-hikes owing to rising prices in 
Kenya. Tapal 190 grams pack is now 
available at Rs123 as compared to Rs120. 

A Rs5 raise was recorded in jam and jelly 
packs while tomato ketchup prices also 
rose by Rs5 to Rs15 depending on the 
brand and quantity. 

As new rice varieties hit the markets, 
retailers are charging higher rates on old 
varieties. Basmati premium price has 
been raised to Rs180 from Rs160 per kg.
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rice reduction of over Rs28 per 
litre in diesel between July 
2014 and February 2015 did 
not ease the pressure 

signi�cantly on the end-users in the 
commodity market. 

Goods carriers bene�ted directly as they 
are now paying Rs80.61 per litre as 
compared to Rs109.34 in July 2014. 

Diesel price started crawling down from 
September 2014 onwards, mainly on the 
back of falling �nished product price and 
crude oil prices in world markets.

�e government machinery at the federal 
as well as provincial level, however, failed 
to ensure the equitable sharing of gains 
from falling diesel / petrol prices amidst 
all segments of the society. 

Ine�ective price monitoring and 
checking allowed market people to 
behave at their whim with little regard to 
fairness in trade.

A routine fortnightly exercise of issuing 
price lists by the city governments and 
keeping a vigil on 
pro�teering/overcharging in cities has 
proven to be an exercise in futility. 

A random market survey on prices 
prevailing in July 2014 as compared to 
February 2015 reveals price-hike in one 
kg and 400 gram Everyday tea whitener 
packs to Rs700 and Rs325 as compared 
to Rs660 and Rs300. 

Some manufacturers of spices (packed 
items) increased prices. For example, 
Shan spices added Rs5 on various 
packets. 

In the open market, red chilly (whole) 
now sells at Rs350 per kg as compared to 
Rs270 in July 2014 while minced chilly 
rate is now tagged at Rs300 as compared 
to Rs240 per kg.

Coriander whole price has been raised to 
Rs290 from Rs200 while minced 

P

Oil price dip: winners
and losers
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About 93pc of the dredging and 
reclamation work--- yet another major 
component of the mega project---has 
been completed..

Another Chinese company is engaged in 
dredging work to create basin at 16 meters 
under phase-I with a turn circle which 
could allow vessels with over 400 meter 
LOA to move out of the port from the 
basin area.

�e contractor has dredged around 33 
million cubic meters including 8m cubic 
meters reclamation and used suitable 
dredged material to form container 
terminal area.

�e green �eld mega project was initiated 
by former KPT Chairman KPT Admiral 
Ahmed Hayat. Hutchison Port Holdings 
(HPH) of Hong Kong committed to 
invest $457m the port- related equipment 
and other infrastructures. 

KPT Chairman Vice Admiral Shafqat 
Jawed talking to this writer in his o�ce 
said the KPT has handed over berth No.1 
and 2 to terminal operator, South Asia 
Pakistan Terminal Ltd (SAPTL) whose 
parent company HPH, as per agreement, 
will bring in four gantry cranes and RTGs 
(rubber tire gantry cranes), build power 
plant building and also lay down 1,500 
meter- long rail track for the movement of 
gantry cranes on the berths. 

He expects to hand over two other berths 
(No 3 & 4) by June to the terminal 
operator. Looking at the current pace of 
development he hoped the PDWCP 
would be receiving �rst mother ship by the 
end of this year.

However, KPT chairman expressed his 
serious concern over the issue of land 
grabbing. He said precious land belonging 
to the port is being grabbed by other 
agencies and the provincial government.

A total area of 350 acres belonging to KPT 
is presently under a threat of being 
grabbed. Out of this, around 200 acres 
adjacent to PDWCP is purely dedicated 
port area.while the remaining 150 acres are 
beach area.

Without conceding that there is a serious 
connectivity issue for PDWCP, the KPT 
chief said initially when there will be less 
tra�c the containers will be taken to 
marshalling yard at PQA through rail 
which is about 50km away from Deep 
Water Port.

�e second option for giving connectivity 
to the PDWCP is by Moripur Elevated 
Expressway which will start from ICI 
Bridge to Northern Bypass (M-10). 
However, Vice-Admiral Shafqat Jawed 
admitted that real solution would be the 
harbour crossing bridge and this would be 
needed when container tra�c touches its 
optimum level of 3.1 million boxes per 
annum.

�e Karachi Port is currently focused on 
the PDWCP and would not like to take 
up any other project. �e harbour crossing 
bridge, which is ultimate solution for the 
connectivity of the PDWCP, needs huge 
funds of up to Rss100 billion.

Responding to a question, he said, the 
Karachi port presently handles 1.6m boxes 
per annum and has an annual growth rate 
of 6-7pc in cargo activity; the KPT will 
also have to upgrade its existing berths to 
the economies of scale. �e port is 
currently handling container vessels with a 
load of 6,000 to 7,000TEUs.

Talking about future plans, Vice Admiral 
Shafqat Jawed said under World Bank 
loan of $115 the Karachi Port would be 
undertaking ten-year business plan study. 
He disclosed that MTBS of Netherland 
will carry out the study which is expected 
to be completed by the end of this year.

�e KPT has also launched EHS 
(environment, health and safety) Plan 
which will enable the port to get ISO 
certi�cation.A foreign �rm, Velosi, will be 
guiding the port on subjects like how to 
meet world health standards, safety of 
workers in port area, safety of 
vehicles/loaded with TEUs and tips as to 
how to keep harbour area clean.It has also 
started to educate people about 
environment, health and safety tips 
through displays on around 200 billboards 
in the port area. 

he new generation ships such 
as Emma Maersk, categorised 
as E-class vessel, are expected 
to appear soon on the Karachi 

port coastline, which will be made possible 
by a safe mooring alongside berths of 
Pakistan Deep Water Container Port. 

�e �rst phase of the PDWCP project is 
heading towards completion as the 
contractor has already handed over two 
berths to Karachi Port Trust (KPT) which 
expects take to over the other two by the 
middle of this year. 

With initial draft of 16 meters and 
designed draft of 18 meters, the PDWCP 
will enable Pakistan to appear on global 
maritime map, joining only a few countries 
which are able to handle mother ships 
having 400-meter LOA (Length Overall), 
55- meter beam and a loading capacity of 
over 11,000 TEUs (Twenty Feet 
Equivalent Unit).

By the end of this year, the E- Class vessels 
are expected to steam through newly 
constructed three breakwaters and one 
revetment at KeamariGroyne, says a KPT 
o�cial.

He says the Chinese contractor, working 
on the project, has completed Marine 
Protection Work (MPW) at an estimated 
cost of Rs16.275m. �ree new breakwaters 
at Oyster Rocks, New Manora, 
KeamariStuk and one Keamari revetment 
have been constructed to ensure stable 
water in the basin area of the port.

Similarly, the company has completed 
around 82pc work related to the quay wall 
construction. �e �rst berth was 
completed in March and second in 
September last year. �e remaining work is 
expected to be over by mid-year. �e total 
estimated cost of this segment of 
development has been Rs27.695bn. 

T

Putting Karachi port
on the global maritime map



�e total value of non-Arab investment 
in Dubai real estate market stood at 64bn 
dirhams through 29,098 transactions 
compared to over 69bn dirhams in 2013.

Iranians and Canadians invested 4.5bn 
and 3.157bn dirhams, respectively, in 
2014. 

Citizens of Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states bought property worth 
32bn dirhams through 7,186 investors in 
2014. 

Emiratis invested 22.771bn dirhams, 
registering 4,452 transactions, while 
Saudis stood second with 1,745 
transactions worth 5.207bn dirhams.

�ey were followed by Kuwaitis who 
made 426 transactions of 1.271bn 
dirhams; Qataris with 221 transaction of 
1.969bn dirhams, and Bahrainis with 187 
transactions of 483bn dirhams. Investors 
from Oman put in 613 million dirhams 
in 119 transactions.

Arab investors registered a total of 5,431 
transactions worth over 12bn dirhams. 
Jordanians ranked no. 1 with 1,028 
transactions of 2.513bn dirhams.

�ey were followed by Egyptians with 
874 transaction of 1.768bn dirhams, 
followed by Lebanese with 785 
transaction of 2.068bn dirhams. Iraqis 
came in the fourth place with 650 
transactions of 1.631bn dirhams. 

People from 140 countries are investing 
in the property market of Dubai, with 
total real estate transactions amounting 
to 218bn dirhams in 2014.

�e total value of non-Arab investment 
in the Dubai real estate market for 2014 
amounted to more than 64bn dirhams 
through 29,098 transactions.

Indian nationals were ranked the highest 
value foreign investors, making 7,353 
transactions with a total of 18.123bn 
dirhams worth of property transactions. 

Investors from Pakistan came in second 
with 5,079 transactions with a total of 
7.588bn dirhams worth of property 
transactions. 

British investment came third at 9.318bn 
dirhams. �ey were followed by Iran and 
Canada with a total of 4.5bn and 
3.157bn dirhams.
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akistanis purchased properties 
in Dubai worth over 16 billion 
UAE dirhams during 2013 and 
2014 as compared to over 36bn 
dirham purchases made by the 

Indians.

Pakistanis bought property worth 7.5bn 
dirhams, and became the second largest 
community in the list of expatriate 
property buyers in Dubai during 2014. 

However, Indians remained top investors 
with 18.23bn dirham investment in 2014 
as compared to 18bn dirhams in 2013. 

Based on 2013 investment of 8.6bn 
dirhams, total buying by Pakistanis in 
2013 and 2014 stood at 16.1bn dirhams, 
according to data of Dubai Land 
Department (DLD).

�e amount of investment in Pakistani 
rupees crosses over Rs430bn after taking 
the value of one dirham at Rs27. 

Market sources said that political leaders, 
government o�cials and business 
tycoons were the major buyers. 

An estate agent said most of 
businessmen had managed to pull out 
their investment after 2008.

A builder ruled out the possibility that 
any developer/builder had lifted any 
property for launching new projects in 
Dubai or for investment. He said that the 
builders are highly busy in Karachi where 
property demand is high. 

Investment from UK in Dubai fell to 
9.318bn dirhams in 2014 from 10.4bn 
dirhams in 2013. 

P

Pakistanis bought property
worth 16bn dirhams in Dubai
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that.A well-placed source in the ministry 
con�ded to Economic A�airsthat the 
arrangement for purchase of adulterated 
furnace oil was made well ahead of time, 
before the furnace oil crisis.

"�e PSO that happened to lose Rs8 
billion in recent months due to 
unnecessary stock loss now has a 
maximum of 3-day stock without 
accounting for transportation, decanting 
and testing etc. �e company has a 
maximum of about 66,000 MT stock of 
furnace oil as on Wednesday in all 
locations including Karachi and Lalpir 
near Multan whereas average supplies 
approximately range from 22,000 to 
28,000 MT. Even if rumours of stock in 
transit are considered real, it can only be 
about 12,000 MT loaded on tank lorries 
which does not mean that the product is 
ready to be immediately used by the 
power plants."

A quick estimate tells us that after 
Wednesday and three days later, there 
will be extensive load shedding in the 
country," said the source.�e source 
further informed that smaller Oil 
Marketing Companies (OMCs) having 
shareholding or indirect interests of the 
in�uential greatly bene�ted from the 
petrol crisis; while in furnace oil some 
small and medium size re�neries and 

private importers will be bene�ted.

�e source further said reports and record 
available indicate that the ousted acting 
MD PSO Amjad Janjua was sent to Asia 
Petroleum Limited (APL) with out of 
turn promotion to ensure that the APL 
pipeline system was sold to the same oil 
re�nery which would now provide 
50,000 MT furnace oil for the IPPs.

Mr. Janjua then held a secret meeting 
with the same oil re�nery's o�cials a few 
days before taking thecharge of the APL. 
Later, thetotally absurd proposition was 
supported by the then DG Oil and Oil 
Companies Advisory Committee 
(OCAC) because of political pressure.

It may be noted that the APL is under 
ring-fenced agreements with both the 
Government of Pakistan and PSO to 
ensure smooth transportation of furnace 
oil to Hubco. �e supply obligation is on 
the PSO for a period of 30 years 
concurrently running with all other 
related agreements.

"Despite e�orts of people wanting undue 
advantage by saving over $225 million in 
new pipeline system, the APL and the 
same oil re�nery failed to conclude 
anything due to extremely intense 
inherent issues in the whole scheme 
including the fact that the private 
re�nery was in operational trouble and of 
a very small size as it operated at 12,000 
to 18,000 barrels per day for many years 
compared to its name tag capacity of 
30,000 barrels per day and was unable to 
demonstrate any steady supply. Whereas 
Hubco by then had started utilising up to 
5,500 to 7,500 MT of FO daily after its 
two units were logically dedicated to the 
then KESC. �e proposal even ended up 
at the APL board in Dubai but thwarted 
by the shareholders of both APL and 
Hubco being too risky, inadequate and 
laden with horrendous legal and 
commercial implications," the source 
informed.

he recent shortage of furnace 
oil has been created 
deliberately in order to 
enable a smaller private oil 

re�nery to supply its 50,000 metric tons 
(MT) adulterated furnace oil to the 
Independent Power Producers (IPPs) 
despite the fact that it is under no 
obligation to give supplies.

�e current furnace oil crisis raises many 
serious questions particularly after the 
Ministry of Petroleum and Natural 
Resources' deal with a private oil re�nery 
for procuring 50,000 MT furnace 
oil.When contacted Federal Minister for 
Petroleum and Natural Resources 
ShahidKhaqan Abbasi said there is no 
shortage of furnace oil as it is being 
supplied to the IPPs smoothly. 

When asked that despite having no 
obligations of supplying furnace oil how 
come the said private oil re�nery had 
furnace oil in bulk, the minister said it is 
not unusual as the re�neries always have 
furnace oil with them.To a question 
about 50,000 MT adulterated furnace oil 
deal with the private oil re�nery, Mr. 
Abbasi said the Petroleum Ministry 
made no deal with the said re�nery but 
the IPPs themselves through Ministry of 
Water and Power have made this 
arrangement. 

�e PSO spokesperson management 
however con�rmed that they were going 
to face the shortage of furnace oil in the 
coming few days. �e company's supply 
is scheduled to arrive in the next week. 
However when asked if fuel shortage was 
created deliberately to make room for the 
purchase of adulterated furnace oil, the 
spokesperson said no such arrangement 
had been made, as the ministry itself was 
looking into the matter.

�e spokesperson further commented 
that a ship carrying furnace oil was due to 
arrive by January 28 or 29 and there 
would be no shortage of furnace oil after 

Furnace oil shortage created
to benefit a private refinery
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focus to collecting and processing 
evidence related to terrorism, suicide 
bombing, and child murders. �is has 
allowed both civil and 
militaryintelligenceand other area law 
enforcement agencies to give more 
attention and resources to resolving 
multitude of crimes and terrorism. �e 
mission of the Behavioural Analysis 
Unit will be to provide quality forensic 
analyses in the interest of criminal 
justice, performed in a timely manner, 
communicated in a clear and unbiased 
fashion, and to complement that with 
non-biased, e�ective, and competent 
expert testimony for the trier of fact.

Organized crimes are premeditated and 
carefully planned, so little evidence is 
found at the scene. Organized criminals, 
according to the classi�cation scheme, 
are antisocial but know right from 
wrong, are not insane and show no 
remorse. Disorganized crimes, in 
contrast, are not planned, and criminals 
leave such evidence as �ngerprints and 
blood. Disorganized criminals may be 
young, under the in�uence of alcohol or 
drugs, or mentally ill. Behavioural 
Analysis Unitwould help to develop 
pro�ling process--including re�ning the 
organized/disorganized dichotomy into 
a continuum and developing other 
classi�cation schemes. �e basic premise 
is that behaviour re�ects personality.�e 
Behavioural Analysis Unit (BAU) would 
use behavioural sciences to assist in 
criminal investigations. �e mission will 
be to provide behavioural based 
investigative and/or operational support 
by applying case experience, research, 
and training to complex and 
time-sensitive crimes, typically involving 
acts or threats of violence. 

BAU can be tasked with deconstructing 

and analyzing the psychology of violent 
individuals through the use of case 
studies, criminal evaluations, and 
forensic science.  Using a two-pronged 
approach that utilizes experiential 
evidence provided by law enforcement 
personnel along with clinical studies by 
forensic psychologists, behavioural 
analyst will be able to understand the 
behaviour of individuals who threaten 
national security or public safety.BAU 
personnel would collaborate closely with 
federal, local and international law 
enforcement agencies to produce 
accurate recreations of violent crimes 
and provide a psychological framework 
for such crimes and predict the likely 
actions of violent perpetrators.  BAU can 
help countless investigations identify 
and apprehend criminals and terrorists 
before they could produce any more 
violence.

�e image of a criminal pro�ler sorting 
through crime scene evidence and 
de�nitively identifying a guilty suspect is 
popular in novels, television shows, and 
movies. However, this popular image is 
more �ction than fact, and the process 
and limits of real pro�ling work are often 
misunderstood. Criminal pro�ling is the 
process of using behavioural evidence 
left at a crime scene to make inferences 
about the o�ender, including inferences 
about personality characteristics and 
psychopathology. In its most basic form, 
pro�ling is simply the post diction of 
behaviour; an action has taken place that 
allows investigators to make inferences 
about the person responsible. Despite 
popular images of criminal pro�ling, the 
main goal of pro�ling in real 
investigations is to narrow the scope of a 
suspect pool rather than to identify a 
single guilty criminal. Criminal pro�ling 
is the process of using crime scene 

evidence to make inferences about 
potential suspects, including personality 
characteristics and psychopathology. 
Although some criminal pro�ling work 
is done by mental health professionals 
(e.g., psychologists and psychiatrists), 
most of it is done by trained law 
enforcement agents.

I think there is an incredible value added 
when applications of professional 
psychology enter into the mix of the 
psychology-law enforcement 
relationship.Forensic Psychiatrists, 
criminologists and psychologists have 
developed crime action pro�ling models 
based on large studies of terrorists, 
childmurderers, rapists and suicide 
bombers that act as guides to pro�ling 
such crimes. �ese models are similar to 
the structured interviews clinical 
psychologists use to make clinical 
diagnoses and these pro�ling methods 
can be taught and run in collaboration 
with police and intelligence agencies. 
Part of crime action pro�ling also 
involves examining the process and 
practice of pro�ling. In all over the world 
forensic psychiatrists are working with 
law enforcement o�cials to integrate 
psychological science into criminal 
pro�ling. Future of national security lies 
in applying advanced forensic 
behavioural analysis. Just as some 
clinicians are better than others, there is 
also a skill element involved in applying 
modern methods of criminal 
investigation. Is criminal pro�ling an art 
or a science? Realistically, I think it is 
probably a bit of both.

Analysis can be improved! None of the 
intelligence manuals will guarantee that 
accurate conclusions will be drawn from 
the incomplete and ambiguous 
information that intelligence analysts 
typically work with. Merely relying on 
surveillance technology and human intel 
source can be easily compromised and 
occasional intelligence failures must be 
expected. Collectively, however, these 
models can certainly improve the odds in 
the analysts’ favour.
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Unimaginable kind of 
terror threat faces 
Pakistan today, in which 
all sorts of soft targets, 

from schools to streets are attacked. It is 
inherently di�cult to force out the 
threat but what is really required is that 
the government bring together all 
elements of a credible plan to re�ne 
thecentral intelligence. National 
Counter Terrorism Authority (NACTA) 
has to consider using forensic 
behavioural analysis to their core of 
intelligence make up.  �ere is no single 
central intelligence directorate in 
Pakistan where there is a coming 
together of intelligence gathering and 
dissemination, no kind of coordination 
at all. In this war against terror, we are 
not dealing with a ghost enemy, it has a 
shrewd morbid mental setup one that 
needs to be countered by an e�ective 
national action plan, not just mere words 
on paper or spoken at press 
conferences.�is kind of work cannot be 
left to the military authorities alone and 
in such di�cult times of public and 
national security perhapsit would be 
wise setting up the Behavioural Analysis 
Unit in tandem with the Inter-Services 
Intelligence Agency for the analysis of 
crime and terrorism.

How can intelligence analysis be 
improved? Collecting more and better 
information for analysts to work with, 
changing the management of the 
analytical process, increasing the number 
of analysts, providing language and area 
studies to improve analysts’ substantive 
expertise, �ne-tuning the relationship 
between intelligence analysts and 
intelligence consumers, and modifying 
the types of analytical products. Any of 
these measures may play an important 
role, but analysis is, above all, a mental 
process. Traditionally, analysts at all 
levels devote huge attention to 
improving how they think. To penetrate 
the heart and soul of the problem of 
improving analysis, it is necessary to 
better understand, analyse, and interpret 
the mental processes of criminal minds.

As the rate of violent crimes increase and 
the occurrence of terrorist acts increase, 
crime scene investigators and forensic 
laboratory scientists throughout  the 
country have been able to shift their 

M Blueprint of
Intelligence
Analysis



focus to collecting and processing 
evidence related to terrorism, suicide 
bombing, and child murders. �is has 
allowed both civil and 
militaryintelligenceand other area law 
enforcement agencies to give more 
attention and resources to resolving 
multitude of crimes and terrorism. �e 
mission of the Behavioural Analysis 
Unit will be to provide quality forensic 
analyses in the interest of criminal 
justice, performed in a timely manner, 
communicated in a clear and unbiased 
fashion, and to complement that with 
non-biased, e�ective, and competent 
expert testimony for the trier of fact.

Organized crimes are premeditated and 
carefully planned, so little evidence is 
found at the scene. Organized criminals, 
according to the classi�cation scheme, 
are antisocial but know right from 
wrong, are not insane and show no 
remorse. Disorganized crimes, in 
contrast, are not planned, and criminals 
leave such evidence as �ngerprints and 
blood. Disorganized criminals may be 
young, under the in�uence of alcohol or 
drugs, or mentally ill. Behavioural 
Analysis Unitwould help to develop 
pro�ling process--including re�ning the 
organized/disorganized dichotomy into 
a continuum and developing other 
classi�cation schemes. �e basic premise 
is that behaviour re�ects personality.�e 
Behavioural Analysis Unit (BAU) would 
use behavioural sciences to assist in 
criminal investigations. �e mission will 
be to provide behavioural based 
investigative and/or operational support 
by applying case experience, research, 
and training to complex and 
time-sensitive crimes, typically involving 
acts or threats of violence. 

BAU can be tasked with deconstructing 

and analyzing the psychology of violent 
individuals through the use of case 
studies, criminal evaluations, and 
forensic science.  Using a two-pronged 
approach that utilizes experiential 
evidence provided by law enforcement 
personnel along with clinical studies by 
forensic psychologists, behavioural 
analyst will be able to understand the 
behaviour of individuals who threaten 
national security or public safety.BAU 
personnel would collaborate closely with 
federal, local and international law 
enforcement agencies to produce 
accurate recreations of violent crimes 
and provide a psychological framework 
for such crimes and predict the likely 
actions of violent perpetrators.  BAU can 
help countless investigations identify 
and apprehend criminals and terrorists 
before they could produce any more 
violence.

�e image of a criminal pro�ler sorting 
through crime scene evidence and 
de�nitively identifying a guilty suspect is 
popular in novels, television shows, and 
movies. However, this popular image is 
more �ction than fact, and the process 
and limits of real pro�ling work are often 
misunderstood. Criminal pro�ling is the 
process of using behavioural evidence 
left at a crime scene to make inferences 
about the o�ender, including inferences 
about personality characteristics and 
psychopathology. In its most basic form, 
pro�ling is simply the post diction of 
behaviour; an action has taken place that 
allows investigators to make inferences 
about the person responsible. Despite 
popular images of criminal pro�ling, the 
main goal of pro�ling in real 
investigations is to narrow the scope of a 
suspect pool rather than to identify a 
single guilty criminal. Criminal pro�ling 
is the process of using crime scene 

evidence to make inferences about 
potential suspects, including personality 
characteristics and psychopathology. 
Although some criminal pro�ling work 
is done by mental health professionals 
(e.g., psychologists and psychiatrists), 
most of it is done by trained law 
enforcement agents.

I think there is an incredible value added 
when applications of professional 
psychology enter into the mix of the 
psychology-law enforcement 
relationship.Forensic Psychiatrists, 
criminologists and psychologists have 
developed crime action pro�ling models 
based on large studies of terrorists, 
childmurderers, rapists and suicide 
bombers that act as guides to pro�ling 
such crimes. �ese models are similar to 
the structured interviews clinical 
psychologists use to make clinical 
diagnoses and these pro�ling methods 
can be taught and run in collaboration 
with police and intelligence agencies. 
Part of crime action pro�ling also 
involves examining the process and 
practice of pro�ling. In all over the world 
forensic psychiatrists are working with 
law enforcement o�cials to integrate 
psychological science into criminal 
pro�ling. Future of national security lies 
in applying advanced forensic 
behavioural analysis. Just as some 
clinicians are better than others, there is 
also a skill element involved in applying 
modern methods of criminal 
investigation. Is criminal pro�ling an art 
or a science? Realistically, I think it is 
probably a bit of both.

Analysis can be improved! None of the 
intelligence manuals will guarantee that 
accurate conclusions will be drawn from 
the incomplete and ambiguous 
information that intelligence analysts 
typically work with. Merely relying on 
surveillance technology and human intel 
source can be easily compromised and 
occasional intelligence failures must be 
expected. Collectively, however, these 
models can certainly improve the odds in 
the analysts’ favour.
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Unimaginable kind of 
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Pakistan today, in which 
all sorts of soft targets, 

from schools to streets are attacked. It is 
inherently di�cult to force out the 
threat but what is really required is that 
the government bring together all 
elements of a credible plan to re�ne 
thecentral intelligence. National 
Counter Terrorism Authority (NACTA) 
has to consider using forensic 
behavioural analysis to their core of 
intelligence make up.  �ere is no single 
central intelligence directorate in 
Pakistan where there is a coming 
together of intelligence gathering and 
dissemination, no kind of coordination 
at all. In this war against terror, we are 
not dealing with a ghost enemy, it has a 
shrewd morbid mental setup one that 
needs to be countered by an e�ective 
national action plan, not just mere words 
on paper or spoken at press 
conferences.�is kind of work cannot be 
left to the military authorities alone and 
in such di�cult times of public and 
national security perhapsit would be 
wise setting up the Behavioural Analysis 
Unit in tandem with the Inter-Services 
Intelligence Agency for the analysis of 
crime and terrorism.

How can intelligence analysis be 
improved? Collecting more and better 
information for analysts to work with, 
changing the management of the 
analytical process, increasing the number 
of analysts, providing language and area 
studies to improve analysts’ substantive 
expertise, �ne-tuning the relationship 
between intelligence analysts and 
intelligence consumers, and modifying 
the types of analytical products. Any of 
these measures may play an important 
role, but analysis is, above all, a mental 
process. Traditionally, analysts at all 
levels devote huge attention to 
improving how they think. To penetrate 
the heart and soul of the problem of 
improving analysis, it is necessary to 
better understand, analyse, and interpret 
the mental processes of criminal minds.

As the rate of violent crimes increase and 
the occurrence of terrorist acts increase, 
crime scene investigators and forensic 
laboratory scientists throughout  the 
country have been able to shift their 
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balanced and farsighted foreign and 
domestic policy of Uzbek leadership led 
by President Islam Karimov. 

It is hope that the upcoming presidential 
elections 2015 in Uzbekistan will be as 
successful as the parliamentary elections 
2014 with high voter turnout.

During his presidency, Uzbekistan has 
transformed its macro-economy from a 
raw-material based economy to 
knowledge-based economy. Its economy 
has grown 4.1 times, and in per capita 
terms, it has multiplied at least threefold. 
�e public external debt of the country 
never reached beyond to 16 percent of the 
GDP, while the internal debt has a zero 
valuation, amid the mounting volumes of 
exports and gold and currency reserves. It 
attracted more than US$ 56 billion of 
FDIs. �e volume of capital investments 
in 2013 is to make up US$14 billion, 
which is 23 percent of the GDP.

Islam Kairmov and Economic Growth and 
Structural Transition (1991-2013)

�e above diagram indicates that the 

country’s budget surplus, GDP growth of 
8 percent on average and a low public debt 
of 11 percent of GDP against the 
backdrop of the global �nancial crisis.

Qualitative Life and Reduction of Poverty  

Due to his strategic vision about social 
development the average life expectancy 
has increased by 7.5 years (from 66 years 
to 73.5 years for men while women’s life 
expectancy has risen to 75 years);  the 
proportion of children with low body 
weight has decreased more than twofold 
(from 4 percent to 1.8 percent), and their 
average height increased by 3 centimeters 
(1.2 inches);  agricultural production has 
increased twofold in the last 20 years, 
while grain production has  increased 
from 1 million tons to 7.8 million tons, 
turning the country into an exporter of 
wheat; and the last but not the least, land 
for cotton production has been halved and 
the freed space given to food crops.

Era 1991-2001
Active transformations, modernization of 
economy, democratic reforms and gradual 
amalgamation to world market. Oil and 

food independence and industrial growth 
were achieved. In 2001 Uzbekistan’s gross 
domestic product for the �rst time 
exceeded the pre-reform level (1991) by 
103 percent.

2001 till today 
Progress of the market reforms, 
improvements in macroeconomic and 
�nancial stability, the implementation of a 
restructuring programme, the 
modernization and re-equipment of 
industries, and the laying of the 
foundations for the sustained growth of 
Uzbekistan’s economy. According to 
di�erent research reports of the World 
Bank, ADB and IMF, future prospects are 
very bright and healthy.

Concluding Remarks 

Presidential elections of Uzbekistan will 
be held on March 29, 2015. History and 
case studies of so many countries around 
the works uphold the importance of 
gradual introduction of reforms 
(economic, & �nancial). Chile, Argentina, 
Kenya, Mali, and Mexico initiated rapid 
economic liberalization and privatization 

process in their 
countries which 
brought economic 
illness and 
political chaos. 
Gradual openness 
of the Uzbekistan 
economy/market 
to international 
market, slow and 
s t e a d y 
introduction of 
�nancial and 
economic reforms 
and above all 

step-by-step journey towards further 
politicization and democratization 
ultimately stabilized Uzbekistan and now 
due to which it is one the emerging 
economy in the world. 

Right from the beginning Islam Karimov 
the truly President of People wanted to 
have an open society, independent 
judiciary, institutionalization of corporate 
governance, and rigorous legislation for 
the prosperity of his people.
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Election of President of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan will be held on March 29, 
2015. H.E. Islam Karimov has been 
nominated for the next presidential 

elections by the Congress of the Liberal Democratic 
Party of Uzbekistan. Election campaign for the 
presidential election has been started since 
December 26, 2014.

�e Central Election Commission of Uzbekistan 
decided to allow candidates from four political 
parties to take part in the country’s presidential 
election. It is a healthy sign for politicization and 
democratization drive in Uzbekistan that all existing 
political parties in the country including the Liberal 
Democratic Party of Uzbekistan, the People's 
Democratic Party of Uzbekistan, the Democratic 
Party of Uzbekistan "Milly Tiklanish" and the Social 
Democratic Party "Adolat" expressed their 
willingness to take part in the election and have 
submitted necessary documents to the Central 
Election Commission of Uzbekistan. 

During the regime of Islam Karimov, Uzbekistan 
witnessed the successful implementation of 
successive reforms and active participation of all 
segments of the population. Security and sustainable 
development in the country are provided thanks to a 
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Major Achievements of  
President Islam 

Karimov 

Peace and civil harmony in 
the country, promotion of 
tolerance and political 
wisdom and participation.  

High economic growth rates 
during the last two decades. 
Knowledge based economy, 
start of renewables and high 
rates of literacy.  

Improved welfare of the 
people and institutionalized 
the concept of qualitative life 
throughout the country. 
People have been rates as 
strategic assets. 

Islam Karimov:
The truly People’s
President 
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balanced and farsighted foreign and 
domestic policy of Uzbek leadership led 
by President Islam Karimov. 

It is hope that the upcoming presidential 
elections 2015 in Uzbekistan will be as 
successful as the parliamentary elections 
2014 with high voter turnout.

During his presidency, Uzbekistan has 
transformed its macro-economy from a 
raw-material based economy to 
knowledge-based economy. Its economy 
has grown 4.1 times, and in per capita 
terms, it has multiplied at least threefold. 
�e public external debt of the country 
never reached beyond to 16 percent of the 
GDP, while the internal debt has a zero 
valuation, amid the mounting volumes of 
exports and gold and currency reserves. It 
attracted more than US$ 56 billion of 
FDIs. �e volume of capital investments 
in 2013 is to make up US$14 billion, 
which is 23 percent of the GDP.

Islam Kairmov and Economic Growth and 
Structural Transition (1991-2013)

�e above diagram indicates that the 

country’s budget surplus, GDP growth of 
8 percent on average and a low public debt 
of 11 percent of GDP against the 
backdrop of the global �nancial crisis.

Qualitative Life and Reduction of Poverty  

Due to his strategic vision about social 
development the average life expectancy 
has increased by 7.5 years (from 66 years 
to 73.5 years for men while women’s life 
expectancy has risen to 75 years);  the 
proportion of children with low body 
weight has decreased more than twofold 
(from 4 percent to 1.8 percent), and their 
average height increased by 3 centimeters 
(1.2 inches);  agricultural production has 
increased twofold in the last 20 years, 
while grain production has  increased 
from 1 million tons to 7.8 million tons, 
turning the country into an exporter of 
wheat; and the last but not the least, land 
for cotton production has been halved and 
the freed space given to food crops.

Era 1991-2001
Active transformations, modernization of 
economy, democratic reforms and gradual 
amalgamation to world market. Oil and 

food independence and industrial growth 
were achieved. In 2001 Uzbekistan’s gross 
domestic product for the �rst time 
exceeded the pre-reform level (1991) by 
103 percent.

2001 till today 
Progress of the market reforms, 
improvements in macroeconomic and 
�nancial stability, the implementation of a 
restructuring programme, the 
modernization and re-equipment of 
industries, and the laying of the 
foundations for the sustained growth of 
Uzbekistan’s economy. According to 
di�erent research reports of the World 
Bank, ADB and IMF, future prospects are 
very bright and healthy.

Concluding Remarks 

Presidential elections of Uzbekistan will 
be held on March 29, 2015. History and 
case studies of so many countries around 
the works uphold the importance of 
gradual introduction of reforms 
(economic, & �nancial). Chile, Argentina, 
Kenya, Mali, and Mexico initiated rapid 
economic liberalization and privatization 

process in their 
countries which 
brought economic 
illness and 
political chaos. 
Gradual openness 
of the Uzbekistan 
economy/market 
to international 
market, slow and 
s t e a d y 
introduction of 
�nancial and 
economic reforms 
and above all 

step-by-step journey towards further 
politicization and democratization 
ultimately stabilized Uzbekistan and now 
due to which it is one the emerging 
economy in the world. 

Right from the beginning Islam Karimov 
the truly President of People wanted to 
have an open society, independent 
judiciary, institutionalization of corporate 
governance, and rigorous legislation for 
the prosperity of his people.
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Election of President of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan will be held on March 29, 
2015. H.E. Islam Karimov has been 
nominated for the next presidential 

elections by the Congress of the Liberal Democratic 
Party of Uzbekistan. Election campaign for the 
presidential election has been started since 
December 26, 2014.

�e Central Election Commission of Uzbekistan 
decided to allow candidates from four political 
parties to take part in the country’s presidential 
election. It is a healthy sign for politicization and 
democratization drive in Uzbekistan that all existing 
political parties in the country including the Liberal 
Democratic Party of Uzbekistan, the People's 
Democratic Party of Uzbekistan, the Democratic 
Party of Uzbekistan "Milly Tiklanish" and the Social 
Democratic Party "Adolat" expressed their 
willingness to take part in the election and have 
submitted necessary documents to the Central 
Election Commission of Uzbekistan. 

During the regime of Islam Karimov, Uzbekistan 
witnessed the successful implementation of 
successive reforms and active participation of all 
segments of the population. Security and sustainable 
development in the country are provided thanks to a 
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t used to be a sure shot thing: arrive 
as a foreign student in Canada, 
graduate with a degree or a 
diploma, and apply for permanent 

residency. 

But the changes in the Canadian 
immigration regulations, which came into 
e�ect on January 1, have turned a sure 
thing into a game of chance, where the 
Canadian government will draw names 
from a pool of candidates, who will then 
be invited to apply for permanent 
residency.

If you were planning to take on huge debts 
to �nance your studies in Canada in hope 
for a permanent residency later, be careful. 
After accumulating huge student loans, 
you will still have to compete with other 
skilled workers to get a shot at permanent 
residency — for only those jobs for which 
no Canadian worker is available. 

While the new regulations have added 
new challenges for foreign students in 
Canada, they have also improved the odds 
for highly-skilled professionals and trades. 
Instead of a '�rst come, �rst serve' basis, 
the new immigration regulations will 
fast-track those prospects whose skills are 

more in demand in Canada. 

As a prospect, one needs a job o�er from 
Canada for advance standing, even before 
one applies for permanent residency.

�e Canadian immigration system was a 
huge mess. In 2012, 280,000 applicants 
were waiting to hear back on their 
applications. �e system lacked 
coordination with the labour markets. 
Physicians were getting permanent 
residency, whereas their odds to practice 
medicine in Canada were very low. �is 
changed in 2012, when the government 
returned all under process applications 
and started afresh. 

While the changes may look drastic, they 
bene�t those whose odds of �nding an 
employment and adjusting in Canada are 
stronger. 

Despite the changes, Canada will still 
welcome over 172,000 individuals under 
the economic class of migrants in 2015. 

Application by invitation only
A key di�erence in the new system is that 
only those prospects who meet a certain 
threshold will be invited to submit a 
formal application for permanent 

I

Canada's
new immigration
system

residency. 

�e two-tier system invites prospects to 
create an online pro�le with the 
government. A new scoring algorithm will 
automatically score the prospect; for 
which the maximum achievable score is 
1200. Based on the current needs of the 
labour markets, the federal government 
will draw names from the pool of 
prospects several times during the year to 
admit over 172,000 skilled workers. 

�ese changes guarantee that the system 
is not overburdened by applicants who are 
less likely to adjust in Canada.

Who wants to be an immigrant?
�e new regulations make a direct 
connection between the needs of the 
labour markets and the skill sets of 
aspiring immigrants. �e government has 
made the task rather simple for applicants 
to determine the labour market needs in 
Canada. �e aspirants must visit the 
Canada job bank to learn about the 
vacancies. 

Most readers of this blog will be up for a 
surprise. Canada is not particularly 
looking for engineers, doctors, research 

scientists, or journalists. In fact, the largest 
number of vacancies are for retail sales 
clerks (5,572 openings), followed by 
cooks. 

For South Asian men with higher 
quali�cations this may not sound very 
appetising: Canada needs caregivers 
(nannies), cashiers, and cooks – not 
computer scientists.

Canada’s higher education system 
produces enough highly educated and 
trained professionals to �ll the entry level 
positions in engineering and applied 
sciences. �e Canadian labour markets 
demand skilled trades (plumbers, 
electricians, and truck drivers), retail sector 
workers, and obviously caregivers to look 
after the very young and the very old. 

�e engineers and doctors who 
immigrated in the past 20 years learned 
this bitter lesson after they landed in 
Canada. �e new immigration system 
now links the aspirants to jobs, thus 
minimising the risk of a mismatch 
between immigrants’ skills and labour 
market needs.

Over the past 20 years, I have met with 
numerous Canadian immigrants from 
Africa, Eastern Europe, and South Asia 
who claim to have been duped into 
immigrating to Canada. �ey were 
surprised at how hard it was to �nd a job, 
let alone pursue careers as immigrants. In 
fact, recent immigrants are the new face of 
urban poverty in Canada, which I 
reported on earlier in 2012. 

�e immigrants have, to a large extent, 
themselves to blame. 

�ey applied to immigrate to Canada 
without researching their odds for 
employment. Doctors, for instance, 
arrived without exploring the licensing 
requirements to practice medicine in 
Canada. �ey are the most vocal group 
among the disgruntled immigrants.

�e Canadian government also shares the 
blame for the archaic point system it used 
to qualify applicants for immigration. 
Even when Canada faced serious 
shortages for truck drivers (the most 
common profession among Canadian 
males), the government was busy 

admitting doctors and 
engineers. 

Instead of prioritising 
younger applicants, the 
system brought in 
middle-aged workers, who 
were schooled before 
computers became 
ubiquitous. �e older 
workers were educated, 
but not necessarily skilled 
for Canadian needs. In 
addition, they were set in 
their ways and found it 

hard to change habits and work ethics. 
�e result was obvious: 

Canada has the most educated cab 
drivers and security guards in the world.

�e new regulations are not without risks 
and inherent shortcomings. 

For instance, the aspirants with a job 
o�er from Canada will be given priority 
to apply for permanent residency. �e 
invitees will have up to two months to 
send in their formal application, which 
the Canadian government promises to 
process within six months. �e process 
may take up to eight months before the 
worker with a job o�er is allowed entry 
into Canada. 

What employer will be willing to hold a 
vacancy for eight months for a worker 
living thousands of miles away?

Still, the new system does a better job of 
setting expectations for aspiring 
immigrants and Canadian employers. 
�ough the critics of the system are wary 
of the discretionary powers assumed by 
the government, they must realise that 
when immigrant workers fail to adjust in 
Canada, the governments have to bear 
the burden of supporting the families of 
unemployed workers. 

By prioritising those applicants whose 
skills are more in demand, the system 
improves the odds for new immigrants to 
succeed in Canada and not be a burden 
on the taxpayers. 
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t used to be a sure shot thing: arrive 
as a foreign student in Canada, 
graduate with a degree or a 
diploma, and apply for permanent 

residency. 

But the changes in the Canadian 
immigration regulations, which came into 
e�ect on January 1, have turned a sure 
thing into a game of chance, where the 
Canadian government will draw names 
from a pool of candidates, who will then 
be invited to apply for permanent 
residency.

If you were planning to take on huge debts 
to �nance your studies in Canada in hope 
for a permanent residency later, be careful. 
After accumulating huge student loans, 
you will still have to compete with other 
skilled workers to get a shot at permanent 
residency — for only those jobs for which 
no Canadian worker is available. 

While the new regulations have added 
new challenges for foreign students in 
Canada, they have also improved the odds 
for highly-skilled professionals and trades. 
Instead of a '�rst come, �rst serve' basis, 
the new immigration regulations will 
fast-track those prospects whose skills are 

more in demand in Canada. 

As a prospect, one needs a job o�er from 
Canada for advance standing, even before 
one applies for permanent residency.

�e Canadian immigration system was a 
huge mess. In 2012, 280,000 applicants 
were waiting to hear back on their 
applications. �e system lacked 
coordination with the labour markets. 
Physicians were getting permanent 
residency, whereas their odds to practice 
medicine in Canada were very low. �is 
changed in 2012, when the government 
returned all under process applications 
and started afresh. 

While the changes may look drastic, they 
bene�t those whose odds of �nding an 
employment and adjusting in Canada are 
stronger. 

Despite the changes, Canada will still 
welcome over 172,000 individuals under 
the economic class of migrants in 2015. 

Application by invitation only
A key di�erence in the new system is that 
only those prospects who meet a certain 
threshold will be invited to submit a 
formal application for permanent 
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residency. 

�e two-tier system invites prospects to 
create an online pro�le with the 
government. A new scoring algorithm will 
automatically score the prospect; for 
which the maximum achievable score is 
1200. Based on the current needs of the 
labour markets, the federal government 
will draw names from the pool of 
prospects several times during the year to 
admit over 172,000 skilled workers. 

�ese changes guarantee that the system 
is not overburdened by applicants who are 
less likely to adjust in Canada.

Who wants to be an immigrant?
�e new regulations make a direct 
connection between the needs of the 
labour markets and the skill sets of 
aspiring immigrants. �e government has 
made the task rather simple for applicants 
to determine the labour market needs in 
Canada. �e aspirants must visit the 
Canada job bank to learn about the 
vacancies. 

Most readers of this blog will be up for a 
surprise. Canada is not particularly 
looking for engineers, doctors, research 

scientists, or journalists. In fact, the largest 
number of vacancies are for retail sales 
clerks (5,572 openings), followed by 
cooks. 

For South Asian men with higher 
quali�cations this may not sound very 
appetising: Canada needs caregivers 
(nannies), cashiers, and cooks – not 
computer scientists.

Canada’s higher education system 
produces enough highly educated and 
trained professionals to �ll the entry level 
positions in engineering and applied 
sciences. �e Canadian labour markets 
demand skilled trades (plumbers, 
electricians, and truck drivers), retail sector 
workers, and obviously caregivers to look 
after the very young and the very old. 

�e engineers and doctors who 
immigrated in the past 20 years learned 
this bitter lesson after they landed in 
Canada. �e new immigration system 
now links the aspirants to jobs, thus 
minimising the risk of a mismatch 
between immigrants’ skills and labour 
market needs.

Over the past 20 years, I have met with 
numerous Canadian immigrants from 
Africa, Eastern Europe, and South Asia 
who claim to have been duped into 
immigrating to Canada. �ey were 
surprised at how hard it was to �nd a job, 
let alone pursue careers as immigrants. In 
fact, recent immigrants are the new face of 
urban poverty in Canada, which I 
reported on earlier in 2012. 

�e immigrants have, to a large extent, 
themselves to blame. 

�ey applied to immigrate to Canada 
without researching their odds for 
employment. Doctors, for instance, 
arrived without exploring the licensing 
requirements to practice medicine in 
Canada. �ey are the most vocal group 
among the disgruntled immigrants.

�e Canadian government also shares the 
blame for the archaic point system it used 
to qualify applicants for immigration. 
Even when Canada faced serious 
shortages for truck drivers (the most 
common profession among Canadian 
males), the government was busy 

admitting doctors and 
engineers. 

Instead of prioritising 
younger applicants, the 
system brought in 
middle-aged workers, who 
were schooled before 
computers became 
ubiquitous. �e older 
workers were educated, 
but not necessarily skilled 
for Canadian needs. In 
addition, they were set in 
their ways and found it 

hard to change habits and work ethics. 
�e result was obvious: 

Canada has the most educated cab 
drivers and security guards in the world.

�e new regulations are not without risks 
and inherent shortcomings. 

For instance, the aspirants with a job 
o�er from Canada will be given priority 
to apply for permanent residency. �e 
invitees will have up to two months to 
send in their formal application, which 
the Canadian government promises to 
process within six months. �e process 
may take up to eight months before the 
worker with a job o�er is allowed entry 
into Canada. 

What employer will be willing to hold a 
vacancy for eight months for a worker 
living thousands of miles away?

Still, the new system does a better job of 
setting expectations for aspiring 
immigrants and Canadian employers. 
�ough the critics of the system are wary 
of the discretionary powers assumed by 
the government, they must realise that 
when immigrant workers fail to adjust in 
Canada, the governments have to bear 
the burden of supporting the families of 
unemployed workers. 

By prioritising those applicants whose 
skills are more in demand, the system 
improves the odds for new immigrants to 
succeed in Canada and not be a burden 
on the taxpayers. 
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Pakistan’s Finance Minister 
Ishaq Dar directed the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission of Pakistan 
(SECP) to adopt ‘zero 
tolerance’ for market 
manipulation and insider 
trading. 

He also emphasised the 
need for developing the 
non-conventional banking 
sectors in the country. “�e 
SECP should focus on 

development of non-banking �nance institutions, insurance 
sector and development �nance institutions (DFIs) for 
economic advancement,” the minister said during a visit to the 
SECP Headquarters.

�e minister said that incidents of insider-trading and market 
manipulations, like price manipulation, blank selling, front 
running, etc, have severely damaged small investors and these 
must be curbed for protection of investors’ interests. 

He demanded penalising black sheep in the stock market so 
that it serves as deterrence and the menace is curbed. 

�e commission should appoint people of high standing on the 
boards of stock exchanges who may bring transparency in stock 
exchanges and may be helpful in de-mutualisation of the 
exchanges,” the minister also emphasised that disbursement of 
dividends on bonus shares needed to be promoted as it would 
encourage small investors. 

He emphasised acceleration in development of non-banking 
�nancial sector and the insurance sector and asked the 
commission to come up with proposals as a priority.

�e minister also directed the SECP to take steps for 
development of Pakistan Mercantile Exchange.

He said when the present government took over, all the 
international �nancial institutions were fearing that the 
Pakistan would default by 2014, but now with positive and 
sincere steps, not only the �nancial credibility of Pakistan has 
improved, but foreign reserves which earlier stood at $7.5 
billion are now in the range of $16bn. 

Dar also highlighted the importance of REITS (Real Estate 
Investment Trust (REITs), saying it is an important medium of 
capital formation and channelising the general public savings 
towards developing the real estate in Pakistan. 

He advised the commission to take initiatives to educate 
investors and to make e�orts for development of mutual fund 
industry so that common people may invest in the capital 
market through mutual funds.  

Out of about 103 million subscribers, the cellular companies 
have veri�ed approximately 40 million pre-paid SIMs through 
biometric veri�cation system at a cost of Rs 10 from each 
subscriber.

On demand of Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA), 
pre-paid SIM biometric re-veri�cation has become a di�cult 
task because of non-resemblance in SIM holders’ record held by 
the companies and Nadra as their identi�cation is not veri�ed 
through their thumb impression.

A huge number of subscribers have to listen from customer 
service centers, franchise or authorize retail outlet that your 
thumb impression is not matching with the record hold by 
NADRA so visit NADRA for removal of discrepancy.

�ough government has set April 13, 2015 deadline for the 
cellular companies for biometric veri�cation of about 103 
million subscribers and cellular companies have asked the 
subscribers to veri�ed their pre-paid SIM till Feb 26, 2015, 
o�cials said. 

�e board of the Capital Development Authority (CDA) 
reviewed the mega developmental projects worth Rs.1944 
million for the ongoing �scal year lapsing on June 30, under the 
Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP).

CDA Chairman Maroof Afzal directed the concerned 
formations to utilize all available resources for timely 
completion of these public welfare projects. He directed the 
o�cers of the Authority to utilize their technical capabilities so 
that quality of work could be ensured. He directed the Member 
Engineering to personally monitor these projects so that quality 
and timely completion of these projects could be ensured and no 
laxity in this regard would be tolerated.

�e amount of Rs.1944 million was allocated during the current 
Fiscal Year 2014-15 to Capital Development Authority under 
PSDP. He was apprised that in addition to the ongoing projects, 
new mega projects are also being envisaged and work on these 
new projects will commence soon to provide state of the art 
facilities to the residents and generate economic and business 
opportunities in the Capital city.

�ese projects include the construction of additional 3rd and 
4th lane at Kashmir Highway from Peshawar Morr to 
GolraMorr, construction of Charah Dam, installation of 
Security Equipment and Fire alarm system at Cabinet block 
building, Security arrangements at Parliament house Building, 
Construction and up-gradation of mosque at Pak Secretariat, 

SECP told to adopt zero
tolerance for insider 
trading

Biometric verification
becomes a challenge for
companies

CDA board reviews
Rs1944m ongoing mega
projects

Construction of Second Hanger at Islamabad Heliport, 
Strengthening of security arrangements at Parliament Lodges, 
Construction of security wall outside the existing wall of 
Islamabad Heliport, Construction of admin block in front of 
gate No. 5 of Parliament House, up-gradation and renovation of 
Public Address Simultaneous Interpretation and Automatic 
Vote Casting System which is installed the Senate Hall at 
Parliament Building, Rehabilitation and replacement of thirty 
two (32) lifts at Pak Secretariat Building, Construction of 16 
Cat-IV �ats for AGPR in sector G-9/2, construction of 
residential accommodation for police at Aiwan-e-Sadar and 
construction of 104 Family Suits in Islamabad. 



51.7pc.

�is drop in development surcharge is the outcome of blockade 
of recovery of gas surcharge on the direction of the court. �e 
amount of Rs14.002bn was collected in the �rst couple of 
months of this �scal year until the courts suspended its 
collection.

Likewise, the government earned Rs40.911bn as royalty on oil 
and gas during July-Dec 2014-15 compared with Rs36.7bn in 
the same period last year, an increase of 11.47per 
cent.�egovernment also collected Rs4.380bn as discount 
retained on crude oil compared with Rs8.3bn in the same period 
last year, a decline of 47.22pc.

�e collection on account of Gas Infrastructure Development 
Cess (GIDC) went up by 159.6pc to Rs15.578bn as against 
Rs6bn over the corresponding period last year. And the windfall 
levy on crude oil stood at Rs8.664bn. 

In the �rst six months, the �nance ministry said that total �scal 
de�cit stood at Rs651.823bn because of Rs110.395bn cash 
surplus provided by the four provincial governments. �e �scal 
de�cit was worked out at 2.2pc of GDP at the end of December 
31, 2014 against Rs540bn, or 1.2pc, in the same period last year.

�e Austrian Government has expressed willingness to provide a 
funding of $400 million to Pakistan for Tarbela-5 project, as 
proposed project has the potential to generate 1400 MW of 
electricity on the completion. �e Austrian Ambassador to 
Pakistan, MsBrigittaBlaha met Finance Minister, Ishaq Dar here 
on Monday to discuss the proposed Tarbela-5 project.  Federal 
Minister for Water and Power, Khawaja Mohammad Asif was also 
present on the occasion.

Matters pertaining to proposed Tarbela-5 project came under 
discussion for which Austrian Government has expressed 
willingness to provide a funding of $400 million (300 million 
Euros). �e Minister was apprised that the proposed project had 
the potential to generate 1400 MW of electricity on completion 
and an overall 800 million dollars investment was required to meet 
cost of its construction which also included $120 million to be 
incurred on a transmission line. �ere were also indication of 
providing �nances from the ICBC China and savings from the 
Tarbela-4 project could also be utilised for the Tarbela-5, the 
Minister was told.

Lauding the Austrian Government’s initiative regarding the 
Tarbela-5 Finance Minister, Ishaq Dar said while the Ministry of 
Water & Power could focus on completing the PC-1 on priority, 
EAD could attend to �nancial matters thus an early 
implementation of the project could be made possible. Secretary 
EAD briefed the Minister that two speci�c documents on RNA, 
Recovery Need Assessment (for �ood a�ectees) and R&R, 
Rehabilitation and Reconstruction strategy (For TDPs) had been 
prepared facilitating rehabilitation measures. �e FATA and S&M 
Secretariats he said had made concerted e�orts to �nalise the 
document on R&R for TDPs, Secretary EAD added.

�e Minister desired that rehabilitation measures should be carried 
out on a fast note and that the government wanted complete 
transparency in disbursement of assistance to �ood a�ectees and 
TDPs. 
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�e board of the Capital Development Authority (CDA) 
reviewed the mega developmental projects worth Rs.1944 
million for the ongoing �scal year lapsing on June 30, under the 
Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP).

CDA Chairman Maroof Afzal directed the concerned 
formations to utilize all available resources for timely 
completion of these public welfare projects. He directed the 
o�cers of the Authority to utilize their technical capabilities so 
that quality of work could be ensured. He directed the Member 
Engineering to personally monitor these projects so that quality 
and timely completion of these projects could be ensured and no 
laxity in this regard would be tolerated.

�e amount of Rs.1944 million was allocated during the current 
Fiscal Year 2014-15 to Capital Development Authority under 
PSDP. He was apprised that in addition to the ongoing projects, 
new mega projects are also being envisaged and work on these 
new projects will commence soon to provide state of the art 
facilities to the residents and generate economic and business 
opportunities in the Capital city.

�ese projects include the construction of additional 3rd and 
4th lane at Kashmir Highway from Peshawar Morr to 
GolraMorr, construction of Charah Dam, installation of 
Security Equipment and Fire alarm system at Cabinet block 
building, Security arrangements at Parliament house Building, 
Construction and up-gradation of mosque at Pak Secretariat, 

�e Anti-Smuggling Organisation has seized two vehicles 
worth Rs 4.8 million in the City.

O�cial sources said that the vehicles, including Mark-X/2008 
and Toyota Surf /2000, were seized as the owner had not paid 
duty for both the vehicles.

�e team after receiving information from Deputy Collector 
Sha�qur Rahman and Superintendent MumtazAjmalMian 
raided at Defense area. �e team impounded Mark-X 2008 and 
Toyota Surf as both the vehicles were defaulters worth Rs 3 
million and Rs 1.8 million respectively. �e customs authorities 
have registered cases against the accused and con�scated the 
vehicles. 

Federal government collected Rs144.508 billion in fuel taxes 
during the �rst half of this �scal year as against Rs139 billion 
collected in the corresponding period last year, defying the 
government’s projection of decline in revenue collection from 
the sector.

�is improved collection and substantial cash surplus of 
Rs110.395 billion o�ered by the four provinces scaled down 
consolidated �scal de�cit to Rs651.823bn (2.2 per cent) of 
GDP during July-Dec 2014-15.

�e Ministry of Finance half-yearly �scal operations statement 
shows a growth of 3.96pc in the six oil and gas related taxes 
during the period under review. �is does not include sales tax 
that is charged on all petroleum products at the rate of 17pc and 
over 20pc on natural gas. 

�e ministry said it collected Rs59.973bn as petroleum levy in 
�rst six months of this �scal year compared with Rs51.6bn over 
the same period last year, an increase over 16pc.

On the other hand, the government collected Rs14.002bn as 
development surcharge on gas compared with Rs29bn in the 
corresponding period last year, a decline of Rs14.998bn, or 
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Construction of Second Hanger at Islamabad Heliport, 
Strengthening of security arrangements at Parliament Lodges, 
Construction of security wall outside the existing wall of 
Islamabad Heliport, Construction of admin block in front of 
gate No. 5 of Parliament House, up-gradation and renovation of 
Public Address Simultaneous Interpretation and Automatic 
Vote Casting System which is installed the Senate Hall at 
Parliament Building, Rehabilitation and replacement of thirty 
two (32) lifts at Pak Secretariat Building, Construction of 16 
Cat-IV �ats for AGPR in sector G-9/2, construction of 
residential accommodation for police at Aiwan-e-Sadar and 
construction of 104 Family Suits in Islamabad. 



glaciers have developed hazardous lakes 
and; thus, threatening local communities. 
Such knowledge is essential for better 
risk mapping, early warning and disaster 
mitigation.

Based on a targeted mapping exercise of 
�ooding hazards downstream of 
potentially hazardous glacier lakes, a 
locally anchored knowledge base and 
analytical framework for long-term 
tracking and management of the GLOF 
risks has been developed.

�is situation needs to be dealt with on 
emergency basis as to what practical 
steps can be taken in vicinity of the 
glaciers to prevent or face the hazard 
with reduced loss of lives and damages to 
livelihoods and community 
infrastructures.

�e “Pakistan GLOF Project” has 
selected the BindoGol valley given its 
high level of vulnerability to the risk of 

GLOF. �e valley is located 

65 kilometers northwest of Chitral 
district in Pakistan’s north.

For the �rst time, with the help of the 
local community Disaster Relief & 
Management Committee (DRMC) has 
been formed. All disaster risk 
reduction/management activities are 
planned and executed by the body, with 
equal representation of local young 
volunteers.

DRMC has its formal o�ce in 
BindoGol with all the required facilities. 
Hazard Watch Groups (HWG) 
comprising community volunteers have 
been training in mapping the perceptible 
changes in glaciers and report to DRMC 
for action.

DRMC’s o�ce and community hall will 
be operational soon.

Under the project, a Disaster 

Management Committees at district as 
well as sub-district (tehsil) level have also 
been constituted, which have been 
provided with required tools and 
facilities for disaster risk 
reduction/management. �ese 
committees are working under the direct 
supervision of the district 
administration.

Some nine safe heavens have been 
constructed in Drongagh and Gahkeer 
areas, where people can relocate 
temporarily in the event of any disaster. 
�e safe havens are laced with tents and 
mobile toilets.

Early warning station has also been 
planted in the BindoGol valley for 
detection of any disaster related threat 
for early/timely response at the 
community level to avoid loss of lives and 
damages. Furthermore, up in the vicinity 
of glacier, an automatic weather station 
has also been established, which is a key 
milestone.

A number of �ood diversion walls 
alongside BindoGol �ood drain have 
also been constructed to siphon 
�oodwater o� settlements and 
farmlands. �is developmental work will 
have far reaching impact on the 
community, their lives and their 
livelihoods. �ese infrastructure 
development initiatives have been 
completed with active involvement of 
community members so that they will 
own it. For, their ownership is key to 
sustainability of these community-based 
disaster risk mitigation interventions.

At di�erent points, there is need for 
overhead bridges to be built up over 
BindoGolNala/�ood drain. For, it 
becomes very di�cult, as locals say, to 
cross through when water level in the 
Nala rises several feet, particularly during 
summer monsoon season.

Also there is a dire need to convent dirt 
passages into metallic roads, because it is 
inevitable for easy access to 
emergency-support in case of disaster 
and overall community development.
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ike in other parts of 
Pakistan’s north, several 
breathtaking mountain 
valleys in Chitral district 

have become vulnerable to the growing 
risk of glacier lake outburst �oods due to 
rise in temperature.

 Besides, lives, livelihoods and 
community infrastructures – particularly 
drinking and irrigation water 
infrastructures – are at peril and can 
su�er any loss and damage in the event 
of outbreak of potentially hazardous 
glacial lake.

However, the community members in 
GLOF-prone areas in the Chitral 
district need awareness and capacity 
building on how to protect their lives and 
livelihoods stave o� possible damages to 
the community infrastructure that may 
occur in the event of GLOF incident.

 According to di�erent studies, there are 
542 glaciers in Chitral, out of which 137 
are mapped as being at the risk of 
bursting any time. �is certainly is 
alarming and it will not be wrong to 
presume that such outbursts might bring 
horrifying consequences for di�erent 
mountain valleys of Chitral, particularly 

when the time of their outburst cannot 
be predicted and alarm bell for the 
danger already rung.

�is project component addresses the 
need for more accurate, reliable and 
comprehensive knowledge of glacier 
lakes and their associated �ooding risks.

GLOF is sudden discharge of an 
enormous quantity of water from a 
glacial lake. It triggers [�ash] �ood up to 
hundreds of kilometers of downstream 
and undermines the already meager 
sources of people living in hilly areas.

In this regard, a four-year Pakistan 
GLOF Project was launched in 2011 in 
scenic BindoGol valley of Chitral having 
around 1,015 households and 10,000 
population, the valley perches in the 
vicinity of Gohkir and BindoGol 
glaciers.

Under a joint e�ort of the Ministry of 
Climate Change (Government of 
Pakistan), United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP) and Adaptation Fund, 
the $7.6 million project titled ‘Reducing 
Risks and Vulnerabilities from Glacial 
Lake outburst Floods in Northern 
Pakistan’, which is in its fourth year and 

near conclusion aimed to help local 
communities in reducing the risk of 
�ood and support people in the project 
area to avoid loss of the lives and reduce 
damages to their properties and 
livelihoods in case of outbreak of �ash 
�oods/�oods.

�e project has been implemented to 
alleviate glacial lakes in Gilgit-Baltistan 
and Chitral by applying 
community-based GLOF risk 
mitigation measures; including 
controlled breaching of the moraine 
dams, pumping or siphoning the lakes’ 
water, constructing outlet control 
structure, or tunneling through the 
moraine barrier or under an ice dam.

Under the project e�orts have been taken 
to provide disaster management planners 
and policy makers, better access to 
knowledge, information and research on 
GLOF risks by engaging global and 
regional research networks and centers 
working on GLOF.

Risk and hazard maps for mountainous 
areas vulnerable to GLOF risk have 
already been put in place, under which 
the disaster prone areas in Drongagh 
valley of Chitral district, where melting 

L

Protecting Chitral’s
mountain valleys 

from GLOF risks

Bird's eye view of cube-shaped safe haven 
constructed in Bindo Gol Valley.



glaciers have developed hazardous lakes 
and; thus, threatening local communities. 
Such knowledge is essential for better 
risk mapping, early warning and disaster 
mitigation.

Based on a targeted mapping exercise of 
�ooding hazards downstream of 
potentially hazardous glacier lakes, a 
locally anchored knowledge base and 
analytical framework for long-term 
tracking and management of the GLOF 
risks has been developed.

�is situation needs to be dealt with on 
emergency basis as to what practical 
steps can be taken in vicinity of the 
glaciers to prevent or face the hazard 
with reduced loss of lives and damages to 
livelihoods and community 
infrastructures.

�e “Pakistan GLOF Project” has 
selected the BindoGol valley given its 
high level of vulnerability to the risk of 

GLOF. �e valley is located 

65 kilometers northwest of Chitral 
district in Pakistan’s north.

For the �rst time, with the help of the 
local community Disaster Relief & 
Management Committee (DRMC) has 
been formed. All disaster risk 
reduction/management activities are 
planned and executed by the body, with 
equal representation of local young 
volunteers.

DRMC has its formal o�ce in 
BindoGol with all the required facilities. 
Hazard Watch Groups (HWG) 
comprising community volunteers have 
been training in mapping the perceptible 
changes in glaciers and report to DRMC 
for action.

DRMC’s o�ce and community hall will 
be operational soon.

Under the project, a Disaster 

Management Committees at district as 
well as sub-district (tehsil) level have also 
been constituted, which have been 
provided with required tools and 
facilities for disaster risk 
reduction/management. �ese 
committees are working under the direct 
supervision of the district 
administration.

Some nine safe heavens have been 
constructed in Drongagh and Gahkeer 
areas, where people can relocate 
temporarily in the event of any disaster. 
�e safe havens are laced with tents and 
mobile toilets.

Early warning station has also been 
planted in the BindoGol valley for 
detection of any disaster related threat 
for early/timely response at the 
community level to avoid loss of lives and 
damages. Furthermore, up in the vicinity 
of glacier, an automatic weather station 
has also been established, which is a key 
milestone.

A number of �ood diversion walls 
alongside BindoGol �ood drain have 
also been constructed to siphon 
�oodwater o� settlements and 
farmlands. �is developmental work will 
have far reaching impact on the 
community, their lives and their 
livelihoods. �ese infrastructure 
development initiatives have been 
completed with active involvement of 
community members so that they will 
own it. For, their ownership is key to 
sustainability of these community-based 
disaster risk mitigation interventions.

At di�erent points, there is need for 
overhead bridges to be built up over 
BindoGolNala/�ood drain. For, it 
becomes very di�cult, as locals say, to 
cross through when water level in the 
Nala rises several feet, particularly during 
summer monsoon season.

Also there is a dire need to convent dirt 
passages into metallic roads, because it is 
inevitable for easy access to 
emergency-support in case of disaster 
and overall community development.
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ike in other parts of 
Pakistan’s north, several 
breathtaking mountain 
valleys in Chitral district 

have become vulnerable to the growing 
risk of glacier lake outburst �oods due to 
rise in temperature.

 Besides, lives, livelihoods and 
community infrastructures – particularly 
drinking and irrigation water 
infrastructures – are at peril and can 
su�er any loss and damage in the event 
of outbreak of potentially hazardous 
glacial lake.

However, the community members in 
GLOF-prone areas in the Chitral 
district need awareness and capacity 
building on how to protect their lives and 
livelihoods stave o� possible damages to 
the community infrastructure that may 
occur in the event of GLOF incident.

 According to di�erent studies, there are 
542 glaciers in Chitral, out of which 137 
are mapped as being at the risk of 
bursting any time. �is certainly is 
alarming and it will not be wrong to 
presume that such outbursts might bring 
horrifying consequences for di�erent 
mountain valleys of Chitral, particularly 

when the time of their outburst cannot 
be predicted and alarm bell for the 
danger already rung.

�is project component addresses the 
need for more accurate, reliable and 
comprehensive knowledge of glacier 
lakes and their associated �ooding risks.

GLOF is sudden discharge of an 
enormous quantity of water from a 
glacial lake. It triggers [�ash] �ood up to 
hundreds of kilometers of downstream 
and undermines the already meager 
sources of people living in hilly areas.

In this regard, a four-year Pakistan 
GLOF Project was launched in 2011 in 
scenic BindoGol valley of Chitral having 
around 1,015 households and 10,000 
population, the valley perches in the 
vicinity of Gohkir and BindoGol 
glaciers.

Under a joint e�ort of the Ministry of 
Climate Change (Government of 
Pakistan), United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP) and Adaptation Fund, 
the $7.6 million project titled ‘Reducing 
Risks and Vulnerabilities from Glacial 
Lake outburst Floods in Northern 
Pakistan’, which is in its fourth year and 

near conclusion aimed to help local 
communities in reducing the risk of 
�ood and support people in the project 
area to avoid loss of the lives and reduce 
damages to their properties and 
livelihoods in case of outbreak of �ash 
�oods/�oods.

�e project has been implemented to 
alleviate glacial lakes in Gilgit-Baltistan 
and Chitral by applying 
community-based GLOF risk 
mitigation measures; including 
controlled breaching of the moraine 
dams, pumping or siphoning the lakes’ 
water, constructing outlet control 
structure, or tunneling through the 
moraine barrier or under an ice dam.

Under the project e�orts have been taken 
to provide disaster management planners 
and policy makers, better access to 
knowledge, information and research on 
GLOF risks by engaging global and 
regional research networks and centers 
working on GLOF.

Risk and hazard maps for mountainous 
areas vulnerable to GLOF risk have 
already been put in place, under which 
the disaster prone areas in Drongagh 
valley of Chitral district, where melting 

Muhammad Umar Sheikh
The writer is communication 

specialist at the Pakistan GLOF 
Project in Islamabad.

Bird's eye view of cube-shaped safe haven constructed in Bindo Gol Valley.

A �ood protection wall being constructed in Pakistan's north.



Situated some 800 kms from Pakistan’s 
capital, Islamabad and 40 kms from Gilgit 
city, the Bagrot valley consists of 10 
scattered villages, whose population 
depends for almost all its needs on 
streams that bubble forth from the 
Karakoram mountains, a sub-range of the 
Hindu Kush Himalayas and the world’s 
most heavily glaciated area outside of the 
Polar Regions.

Spread over 452 sq km, the Bagrot valley’s 
main glaciers are: Hinarche, Burche, 
Gutumi and Yune.

Having this view in point, one of the most 
successful initiatives underway is a 
four-year, 7.6-million-dollar Pakistan 
GLOF Project backed by the U.N. 
Adaptation Fund, the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) and 
the government of Pakistan.

�ere are two major aims of the project: 
1) to develop the human and technical 
capacity of public institutions to 
understand and address immediate 
GLOF risks for vulnerable communities 
in Northern Pakistan and 2) to enable 
vulnerable local communities in Pakistan’s 
north to better understand and respond to 

GLOF risks and thereby adapt to 
growing climate change pressures.

For the implementation of the country’s 
�rst adaptation project, two mountain 
valleys – Bagrot (Gilgit) and Bindo Gol 
(Chitral), which are gravely vulnerable to 
the risk of glaciaer lake outburst �oods 
(GLOF) protect lives and everything 
from possible damages from the GLOF 
incidents.

�e main thrust of the project is 
protection of lives, livelihoods, existing 
water channels, farmlands and the 
construction of �ood control 
infrastructure including check dams, 
erosion control structures and gabion 
walls.

Under the Pakistan GLOF Project, 
following key interventions have been 
carried out to secure lives, livelihoods and 
the community infrastructure and reduce 
risks and vulnerability to the GLOF 
incidents. As many as 13 �ood diversion 
walls, two bridges, 9 safe havens and safe 
access routes have been constructed in the 
Bagrot valley. Besides, community-based 
disaster response cell has also been put in 
place to prevent 

human/material/livelihood losses in the 
community.

Di�erent programmes have been 
organized in the valley to build up 
capacity of the community members and 
awareness-raising to e�ectively response 
to natural disasters like �ash �oods, 
glacier lake outburst �oods, earthquakes 
and torrential rains.

One Early Warning System (EWS) has 
been installed in the valley in 
collaboration with Pakistan 
Meteorological Department in order to 
study the GLOF phenomena in the valley 
and reduce/avoid potential damages from 
outbreak of �oods by intimating local 
communities in time. 

Programmes have been also organized for 
enhancing capacity of the Gilgit district 
administration, sub-district 
administration and local communities to 
e�ectively and timely respond to the 
disasters like GLOF and �ash �oods.

Community-based anti-disaster force 
called Hazard Watch Group (HWG) has 
also been established in the valley to 
inform community members about 
potential outbreak of any disaster like 
GLOF, �ash �ood, land erosion and 
landslide when in the making.

�e HWG comprises volunteers, who 
have been imparted knowledge and skills 
at di�erent training workshops and 
provided with necessary equipments to 
inform the communities downstream 
about outbreak of any imminent disaster. 
�is all aims to safely and timely evacuate 
communities to safe havens so that any 
loss of lives is staved o�.

�ere is an strong need that such 
initiatives are scaled up further and 
replicated in other GLOF/disaster-prone 
valleys in Pakistan’s north to protect lives 
and livelihoods of the mountain 
communities. To achieve this, provincial 
governments of Gilgit-Baltistan and 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa need to come 
forward to replicate these proven disaster 
risk reduction models in hazard prone 
valleys in their respective provinces.
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elting of glaciers in 
Pakistan because of 
global warming poses a 
serious threat to 

sustainability of river �ows and 
agriculture, which is mainstay of the 
country’s economy.

�e country’s glaciers are receding at an 
alarming rate of almost 40 to 60 metres a 
decade as a result of the rapidly changing 
climatic conditions, according to Pakistan 
Meteorological Department.

�ere are estimated 5240 glaciers spread 
over 15041 square-kilometres in 
Pakistan’s north, according to 
Kathamndu-based International Centre 
for Integrated Mountain Development. 

Due to rising temperatures, around 2420 
glacial lakes have formed, 55 of which are 

potentially hazardous and can burst out 
anytime, washing away everything on 
their with full force.

Dozens of glacier glacial lakes have 
already burst out over last several years, 
which have caused loss of lives and 
massive damages to agriculture, water and 
sanitation infrastructures and other public 
as well as community infrastructures in 
mountain valleys in Pakistan’s north.

While glaciers retreat, glacial lakes form 
behind moraine or ice dams. Because of 
their inherent instability, such dams are 
extremely vulnerable to sudden 
outbursts/breaches called glacial lake 
outburst �oods (GLOF). Such outbursts 
can lead to a release of millions of cubic 
metres of water and debris in a few hours 
with the peak �ows as high as 15,000 
cubic metres a second.

As long as global earth temperatures 
continue to rise, nothing can be done to 
stop more and more glacier lakes from 
forming. But, some adaptation and 
mitigation measures can be put in place in 
the mountain valleys of the country, 
which have become vulnerable to threats 
of glacial lakes and their outburst.

In Bagrot valley alone, around over 8,000 
of the valley’s residents are vulnerable to 
GLOF and �ash �oods, while existing 
sanitation and irrigation infrastructure 
has su�ered severe damage over the last 
years due to extreme weather events.

�e communities settled in GLOF prone 
mountain valleys are highly vulnerable, 
and they need for greater education and 
public awareness on how to reduce risk 
from GLOF threats and how such risk 
can be managed.

M

Tackling risks of glacial
lake outburst floods
in Pakistan’s north



Situated some 800 kms from Pakistan’s 
capital, Islamabad and 40 kms from Gilgit 
city, the Bagrot valley consists of 10 
scattered villages, whose population 
depends for almost all its needs on 
streams that bubble forth from the 
Karakoram mountains, a sub-range of the 
Hindu Kush Himalayas and the world’s 
most heavily glaciated area outside of the 
Polar Regions.

Spread over 452 sq km, the Bagrot valley’s 
main glaciers are: Hinarche, Burche, 
Gutumi and Yune.

Having this view in point, one of the most 
successful initiatives underway is a 
four-year, 7.6-million-dollar Pakistan 
GLOF Project backed by the U.N. 
Adaptation Fund, the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) and 
the government of Pakistan.

�ere are two major aims of the project: 
1) to develop the human and technical 
capacity of public institutions to 
understand and address immediate 
GLOF risks for vulnerable communities 
in Northern Pakistan and 2) to enable 
vulnerable local communities in Pakistan’s 
north to better understand and respond to 

GLOF risks and thereby adapt to 
growing climate change pressures.

For the implementation of the country’s 
�rst adaptation project, two mountain 
valleys – Bagrot (Gilgit) and Bindo Gol 
(Chitral), which are gravely vulnerable to 
the risk of glaciaer lake outburst �oods 
(GLOF) protect lives and everything 
from possible damages from the GLOF 
incidents.

�e main thrust of the project is 
protection of lives, livelihoods, existing 
water channels, farmlands and the 
construction of �ood control 
infrastructure including check dams, 
erosion control structures and gabion 
walls.

Under the Pakistan GLOF Project, 
following key interventions have been 
carried out to secure lives, livelihoods and 
the community infrastructure and reduce 
risks and vulnerability to the GLOF 
incidents. As many as 13 �ood diversion 
walls, two bridges, 9 safe havens and safe 
access routes have been constructed in the 
Bagrot valley. Besides, community-based 
disaster response cell has also been put in 
place to prevent 

human/material/livelihood losses in the 
community.

Di�erent programmes have been 
organized in the valley to build up 
capacity of the community members and 
awareness-raising to e�ectively response 
to natural disasters like �ash �oods, 
glacier lake outburst �oods, earthquakes 
and torrential rains.

One Early Warning System (EWS) has 
been installed in the valley in 
collaboration with Pakistan 
Meteorological Department in order to 
study the GLOF phenomena in the valley 
and reduce/avoid potential damages from 
outbreak of �oods by intimating local 
communities in time. 

Programmes have been also organized for 
enhancing capacity of the Gilgit district 
administration, sub-district 
administration and local communities to 
e�ectively and timely respond to the 
disasters like GLOF and �ash �oods.

Community-based anti-disaster force 
called Hazard Watch Group (HWG) has 
also been established in the valley to 
inform community members about 
potential outbreak of any disaster like 
GLOF, �ash �ood, land erosion and 
landslide when in the making.

�e HWG comprises volunteers, who 
have been imparted knowledge and skills 
at di�erent training workshops and 
provided with necessary equipments to 
inform the communities downstream 
about outbreak of any imminent disaster. 
�is all aims to safely and timely evacuate 
communities to safe havens so that any 
loss of lives is staved o�.

�ere is an strong need that such 
initiatives are scaled up further and 
replicated in other GLOF/disaster-prone 
valleys in Pakistan’s north to protect lives 
and livelihoods of the mountain 
communities. To achieve this, provincial 
governments of Gilgit-Baltistan and 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa need to come 
forward to replicate these proven disaster 
risk reduction models in hazard prone 
valleys in their respective provinces.
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elting of glaciers in 
Pakistan because of 
global warming poses a 
serious threat to 

sustainability of river �ows and 
agriculture, which is mainstay of the 
country’s economy.

�e country’s glaciers are receding at an 
alarming rate of almost 40 to 60 metres a 
decade as a result of the rapidly changing 
climatic conditions, according to Pakistan 
Meteorological Department.

�ere are estimated 5240 glaciers spread 
over 15041 square-kilometres in 
Pakistan’s north, according to 
Kathamndu-based International Centre 
for Integrated Mountain Development. 

Due to rising temperatures, around 2420 
glacial lakes have formed, 55 of which are 

potentially hazardous and can burst out 
anytime, washing away everything on 
their with full force.

Dozens of glacier glacial lakes have 
already burst out over last several years, 
which have caused loss of lives and 
massive damages to agriculture, water and 
sanitation infrastructures and other public 
as well as community infrastructures in 
mountain valleys in Pakistan’s north.

While glaciers retreat, glacial lakes form 
behind moraine or ice dams. Because of 
their inherent instability, such dams are 
extremely vulnerable to sudden 
outbursts/breaches called glacial lake 
outburst �oods (GLOF). Such outbursts 
can lead to a release of millions of cubic 
metres of water and debris in a few hours 
with the peak �ows as high as 15,000 
cubic metres a second.

As long as global earth temperatures 
continue to rise, nothing can be done to 
stop more and more glacier lakes from 
forming. But, some adaptation and 
mitigation measures can be put in place in 
the mountain valleys of the country, 
which have become vulnerable to threats 
of glacial lakes and their outburst.

In Bagrot valley alone, around over 8,000 
of the valley’s residents are vulnerable to 
GLOF and �ash �oods, while existing 
sanitation and irrigation infrastructure 
has su�ered severe damage over the last 
years due to extreme weather events.

�e communities settled in GLOF prone 
mountain valleys are highly vulnerable, 
and they need for greater education and 
public awareness on how to reduce risk 
from GLOF threats and how such risk 
can be managed.

Fahad Bashir Bangash
The writer is monitoring, 

communication and documentation 
officer at the Pakistan GLOF Project 

in Islamabad.



Single Hacker Seeking Data
�e vulnerabilities discovered by IBM 
Security make it possible for a hacker to 
gather valuable personal information 
about a user. While some apps have 
privacy measures in place, IBM found 
many  are vulnerable to attacks that could 
lead to the following scenarios:

Dating app used to download malware. 
Users let their guard down when they 
anticipate receiving interest from a 
potential date. �at's just the sort of 
moment that hackers thrive on. Some of 
the vulnerable apps could be 
reprogrammed by hackers to send an 
alert that asks users to click for an update 
or to retrieve a message that, in reality, is 
just a ploy to download malware onto 
their device.

GPS information used to track 
movements. IBM found 73% of the 41 
popular dating apps analyzed have access 
to current and past GPS location 
information. Hackers can capture a user's 
current and past GPS location 
information to �nd out where a user lives, 
works, or spends most of their time.

Credit card numbers stolen from app. 
Forty-eight percent of the 41 popular 
dating apps analyzed have access to a 
user's billing information saved on their 
device. �rough poor coding, an attacker 
could gain access to billing information 
saved on the device's mobile wallet 
through a vulnerability in the dating app 
and steal the information to make 
unauthorized purchases.

Remote control of a phone's camera or 
microphone. All the vulnerabilities 
identi�ed can allow a hacker to gain 
access to a phone's camera or 
microphone even if the user is not logged 
into the app. �is means an attacker can 
spy and eavesdrop on users or tap into 
con�dential business meetings.

Hijacking of your dating pro�le. A hacker 
can change content and images on the 
dating pro�le, impersonate the user and 
communicate with other app users, or 
leak personal information externally to 
a�ect the reputation of a user's identity. 
�is poses a risk to other users, as well, 
since a hijacked account can be used by 
an attacker to trick other users into 
sharing personal and potentially 
compromising information.

Some of the speci�c vulnerabilities 

identi�ed on the 
at-risk dating apps 
include cross site 
scripting via man in 
the middle, debug �ag 
enabled, weak random 
number generator and 
phishing via man in 
the middle. When 
these vulnerabilities 
are exploited an 
attacker can 
potentially use the 
mobile device to 
conduct attacks.

For example, hackers 
could intercept cookies from the app via a 
Wi-Fi connection or rogue access point, 
and then tap into other device features 
such as the camera, GPS, and 
microphone that the app has permission 
to access. �ey also could create a fake 
login screen via the dating app to capture 
the user's credentials, so when they try to 
log into a website, the information is also 
shared with the attacker.

What Can Enterprises Do?
Businesses need to be prepared to protect 
themselves from vulnerable dating apps 
active inside their infrastructure, 
especially for BYOD scenarios. With 
50% of organizations sampled for this 
research having at least one of these 
popular dating apps installed on 
corporate-owned or personal mobile 
devices used for work, businesses should:

• Adopt the right protection. 
Leverage enterprise mobility 
management (EMM) o�erings 
with mobile threat management 
(MTM) capabilities to enable 
employees to utilize their own 
devices while still maintaining the 
security of the organization.

• Define downloadable apps. 
Allow employees to only download 
applications from authorized app 
stores such as Google Play, iTunes, 
and the corporate app store.

• Educate employees to know the 
dangers of downloading third party 
applications and what it means 
when they grant that app speci�c 
device permissions.

• Immediately communicate 
potential threats. Set automated 
policies on smartphones and tablets, 

which take immediate action if a 
device is found compromised or 
malicious apps are discovered. �is 
enables protection to corporate 
resources while the issue is 
remediated.

What Can Consumers Do?
Be mysterious and don't divulge too 
much personal information on these sites 
such as where you work, birthday or 
social media pro�les until you're 
comfortable with the person you are 
engaging with via the app.

Figure out if you want to use an app by 
checking the permissions it asks for by 
viewing the settings on your mobile 
device. When updating, apps often 
automatically reset the permissions 
determining what phone features they 
have access to, like your address book or 
GPS data.

Use unique passwords for every online 
account you have. If you use the same 
password for all your accounts it can leave 
you open to multiple attacks if one 
account is compromised. 

Always apply the latest patches and 
updates to your apps and your device 
when they become available. �is will �x 
any identi�ed bugs in your device and 
applications, resulting in a more secure 
experience.

Use only trusted Wi-Fi connections 
when on your dating app. Hackers love 
using fake Wi-Fi access points that 
connect you directly to their device to 
execute these types of attacks. Many of 
the vulnerabilities found in this research 
can be exploited via Wi-Fi.

TECHNOLOGY
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n analysis conducted by IBM 
Security found over 60% of 
leading dating mobile apps to 
be potentially vulnerable to a 

variety of cyber-attacks that put personal 
user information and corporate data at 
risk.

�e study revealed that many of these 
dating apps have access to additional 
features on mobile devices such as the 
camera, microphone, storage, GPS 
location and mobile wallet billing 
information, which in combination with 
the vulnerabilities may make them 
exploitable to hackers. 

Dating Disaster for Business
IBM also found that nearly 50% of 
organizations analyzed have at least one 
of these popular dating apps installed on 
mobile devices used to access business 
information.

In today's connected culture, dating apps 
are a common and convenient way for 
singles of all ages to meet new love 
interests. In fact, a Pew Research study 

revealed one in 10 Americans, or roughly 
31 million people, have used a dating site 
or app and the number of people who 
dated someone they met online grew to 
66%. 

"Many consumers use and trust their 
mobile phones for a variety of 
applications. It is this trust that gives 
hackers the opportunity to exploit 
vulnerabilities like the ones we found in 
these dating apps," said Caleb Barlow, 
Vice President, IBM Security. "Users 
need to be careful not to reveal too much 
personal information on these sites as 
they look to build a relationship. Our 
research demonstrates that some users 
may be engaged in a dangerous tradeo� – 
with increased sharing resulting in 
decreased personal security and privacy." 

Security researchers from IBM Security 
identi�ed that 26 of the 41 dating apps 
they analyzed on the Android mobile 
platform had either medium or high 
severity vulnerabilities. �e analysis was 
done based on apps available in the 
Google Play app store in October 2014. 

A Some of the specific 
vulnerabilities identified 

on the at-risk dating 
apps include cross site 

scripting via man in the 
middle, debug flag 

enabled, weak random 
number generator and 

phishing via man in the 
middle. 

Dating
Disasters:
Apps are
Stealing Data
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Single Hacker Seeking Data
�e vulnerabilities discovered by IBM 
Security make it possible for a hacker to 
gather valuable personal information 
about a user. While some apps have 
privacy measures in place, IBM found 
many  are vulnerable to attacks that could 
lead to the following scenarios:

Dating app used to download malware. 
Users let their guard down when they 
anticipate receiving interest from a 
potential date. �at's just the sort of 
moment that hackers thrive on. Some of 
the vulnerable apps could be 
reprogrammed by hackers to send an 
alert that asks users to click for an update 
or to retrieve a message that, in reality, is 
just a ploy to download malware onto 
their device.

GPS information used to track 
movements. IBM found 73% of the 41 
popular dating apps analyzed have access 
to current and past GPS location 
information. Hackers can capture a user's 
current and past GPS location 
information to �nd out where a user lives, 
works, or spends most of their time.

Credit card numbers stolen from app. 
Forty-eight percent of the 41 popular 
dating apps analyzed have access to a 
user's billing information saved on their 
device. �rough poor coding, an attacker 
could gain access to billing information 
saved on the device's mobile wallet 
through a vulnerability in the dating app 
and steal the information to make 
unauthorized purchases.

Remote control of a phone's camera or 
microphone. All the vulnerabilities 
identi�ed can allow a hacker to gain 
access to a phone's camera or 
microphone even if the user is not logged 
into the app. �is means an attacker can 
spy and eavesdrop on users or tap into 
con�dential business meetings.

Hijacking of your dating pro�le. A hacker 
can change content and images on the 
dating pro�le, impersonate the user and 
communicate with other app users, or 
leak personal information externally to 
a�ect the reputation of a user's identity. 
�is poses a risk to other users, as well, 
since a hijacked account can be used by 
an attacker to trick other users into 
sharing personal and potentially 
compromising information.

Some of the speci�c vulnerabilities 

identi�ed on the 
at-risk dating apps 
include cross site 
scripting via man in 
the middle, debug �ag 
enabled, weak random 
number generator and 
phishing via man in 
the middle. When 
these vulnerabilities 
are exploited an 
attacker can 
potentially use the 
mobile device to 
conduct attacks.

For example, hackers 
could intercept cookies from the app via a 
Wi-Fi connection or rogue access point, 
and then tap into other device features 
such as the camera, GPS, and 
microphone that the app has permission 
to access. �ey also could create a fake 
login screen via the dating app to capture 
the user's credentials, so when they try to 
log into a website, the information is also 
shared with the attacker.

What Can Enterprises Do?
Businesses need to be prepared to protect 
themselves from vulnerable dating apps 
active inside their infrastructure, 
especially for BYOD scenarios. With 
50% of organizations sampled for this 
research having at least one of these 
popular dating apps installed on 
corporate-owned or personal mobile 
devices used for work, businesses should:

• Adopt the right protection. 
Leverage enterprise mobility 
management (EMM) o�erings 
with mobile threat management 
(MTM) capabilities to enable 
employees to utilize their own 
devices while still maintaining the 
security of the organization.

• Define downloadable apps. 
Allow employees to only download 
applications from authorized app 
stores such as Google Play, iTunes, 
and the corporate app store.

• Educate employees to know the 
dangers of downloading third party 
applications and what it means 
when they grant that app speci�c 
device permissions.

• Immediately communicate 
potential threats. Set automated 
policies on smartphones and tablets, 

which take immediate action if a 
device is found compromised or 
malicious apps are discovered. �is 
enables protection to corporate 
resources while the issue is 
remediated.

What Can Consumers Do?
Be mysterious and don't divulge too 
much personal information on these sites 
such as where you work, birthday or 
social media pro�les until you're 
comfortable with the person you are 
engaging with via the app.

Figure out if you want to use an app by 
checking the permissions it asks for by 
viewing the settings on your mobile 
device. When updating, apps often 
automatically reset the permissions 
determining what phone features they 
have access to, like your address book or 
GPS data.

Use unique passwords for every online 
account you have. If you use the same 
password for all your accounts it can leave 
you open to multiple attacks if one 
account is compromised. 

Always apply the latest patches and 
updates to your apps and your device 
when they become available. �is will �x 
any identi�ed bugs in your device and 
applications, resulting in a more secure 
experience.

Use only trusted Wi-Fi connections 
when on your dating app. Hackers love 
using fake Wi-Fi access points that 
connect you directly to their device to 
execute these types of attacks. Many of 
the vulnerabilities found in this research 
can be exploited via Wi-Fi.
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n analysis conducted by IBM 
Security found over 60% of 
leading dating mobile apps to 
be potentially vulnerable to a 

variety of cyber-attacks that put personal 
user information and corporate data at 
risk.

�e study revealed that many of these 
dating apps have access to additional 
features on mobile devices such as the 
camera, microphone, storage, GPS 
location and mobile wallet billing 
information, which in combination with 
the vulnerabilities may make them 
exploitable to hackers. 

Dating Disaster for Business
IBM also found that nearly 50% of 
organizations analyzed have at least one 
of these popular dating apps installed on 
mobile devices used to access business 
information.

In today's connected culture, dating apps 
are a common and convenient way for 
singles of all ages to meet new love 
interests. In fact, a Pew Research study 

revealed one in 10 Americans, or roughly 
31 million people, have used a dating site 
or app and the number of people who 
dated someone they met online grew to 
66%. 

"Many consumers use and trust their 
mobile phones for a variety of 
applications. It is this trust that gives 
hackers the opportunity to exploit 
vulnerabilities like the ones we found in 
these dating apps," said Caleb Barlow, 
Vice President, IBM Security. "Users 
need to be careful not to reveal too much 
personal information on these sites as 
they look to build a relationship. Our 
research demonstrates that some users 
may be engaged in a dangerous tradeo� – 
with increased sharing resulting in 
decreased personal security and privacy." 

Security researchers from IBM Security 
identi�ed that 26 of the 41 dating apps 
they analyzed on the Android mobile 
platform had either medium or high 
severity vulnerabilities. �e analysis was 
done based on apps available in the 
Google Play app store in October 2014. 
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