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EDITORIAL

T
he change of command in Pakistan Armed Forces is never 
an ordinary event. The reason is simple. Pakistan has been 
under military siege for so many years in her short history. 
Everyone from the ordinary people to politicians are inter-
ested in the appointment of Military top management. Those 

who claim that behind the curtains Pakistan is run by the Generals have 
learnt the lesson from the history. Seeing the legacy of former Military 
Chief General Ashfaq Parvez Kayani, one can get the hint that the gener-
als have learnt from the history as well. Strengthening democracy to boost 
economic growth of the country has been one of the finest silver linings of 
General Kayani’s tenure. Despite certain inviting conditions he never went 
against the democratic values and that probably is one thing he would be 
remembered for by the leading political parties of the country.

The new face on the block is General Raheel Sharif. The serene look-
ing face of Pakistan Army comes from a family of highly decorated Army 
officers with two Nishan e Haiders (Highest Military Honor) in the fam-
ily. Sharif is just not another General Kayani. His major work is that as a 
Military strategist and he is considered as the pioneer of counter-insurgency 
plans against the Taliban threat in Pakistan. At times like the ones Pakistan 
is facing at the moment, appointment of General Sharif comes as a positive 
move by the government. The complicated Taliban challenge and the cur-
rent hot and cold situation with our ally in war on terror, the US is a test of 
the new General’s Military strategy as well his ideals of democracy. 

There is however a twist in the story of smooth transition of power. 
The Prime Minister Mian Muhammad Nawaz Sharif is notorious for his 
intervention in the corridors of military power. It’s the same intervention 
that first promoted General (Retd.) Parvez Musharaf out of ranks in 1998 
and then invited his wrath in 1999 for another such promotion. The current 
appointment of General Sharif seems like a Déjà vu as the Senior General 
in line; General Haroon Aslam was overlooked for appointment as Army 
Chief and thus tendered his resignation. Though he called it a military tradi-
tion but some sense the same tension in the air as in 1998 or 1999.

The new Army Chief does not only have a legacy of democratic values 
to defend but he has to take charge at a stage when any chances of peace 
talks with TTP have already been ruined by the killing of their chief Ha-
kimullah Mehsud. Would he be grateful for the opportunity provided as an 
out of ranks promotion or would he wish for more power? No matter what 
the General thinks, the people of Pakistan do not want another tug of war 
between the institutions, especially Army and the Parliament. They support 
democratic values and a peaceful Pakistan. They hope that the Sharif duo 
delivers it first hand.
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A
rdsher Cowasjee, in an interview was asked, 
Is Pakistani media on the right track? Au-
daciously outspoken, he retorted, “Pakistani 
media will never be on the right track.”

Whether it was the Lawyers’ Move-
ment, the five hour drama enacted in Islamabad at the central 
Jinnah Avenue neighborhood a’ la’ Sultan Rahi style by one 
Mohammad Sikandar, the Rawalpindi incident and the ensu-
ing curfew on the occasion of 10thMoharram and myriads 
of other events covered, exposed the core issue of the pri-
vate television channels. First, the lack of a cogent, workable 
Editorial Policy devised by each channel keeping in mind 
the PEMRA Ordinance and Code of Conduct for Media: 
Broadcasters/Cable TV Operators. Second it exposed lack of 
implementation of existing PEMRA laws and further; lack of 
consequences when it’s violated.

Media coverage of the acts of terrorism examples are 
many; attack on the Sri Lankan Cricket Team, the GHQ and 
many, many other such incidents stand witness to our ob-
sessive event coverage. Suicide bombings and its gruesome 
coverage; showing bits of bodies, ensuing destruction, has 
made the public immune to such tragedies. For most now, it 
is just ‘another suicide killing’.

Live coverage of acts of terrorism is in clear violation 
of clause (3) of Section (8) of the 2007 PEMRA Ordinance 
(Amendment) that states: “Notwithstanding anything con-
tained in this Ordinance the live coverage of incidents of 
violence and conflict shall not be broadcast.”

Manawan Police Academy attack coverage sticks out 
like a sore thumb. Gunmen stormed a Police Academy in 
October 2009. The security personnel trying to gain access 
to the building, as a rescue operation was underway-all was 
being shown and widely commented upon by the TV report-
ers on ground. I am sure the same was being viewed by the 
terrorists inside too, making it easier for them to decide upon 
their counter plan. This is just one example out of so many.

PEMRA Ordinance(Amendment) 2007 Clause 2(j) 
states, “not to broadcast video footage of suicide bombers, 
terrorists, bodies of victims of terrorism , statements and 
pronouncements of militants and extremist elements and any 
other acts which may, in any way, promote, aid or abet ter-
rorist activities or terrorism.”

There is now consensus that exposure to media vio-
lence is linked to actual violent behavior — a link found by 
many scholars to be on par with the correlation of exposure 

Yasmeen Aftab Ali

Off Track!

to secondhand smoke and the risk of lung can-
cer.(Published NYT: August 23, 2013). 

Criticizing is not the purpose. An effort 
to channelize our media into a more responsi-
ble and a more mature direction is. Loopholes 
need to be plugged.

CambodianTimes commenting on the 
state of our media says, “But the lack of trans-
parency, particularly by the Pakistani news 
organizations, raises ethical issues for all par-
ties involved, says Richard Wald, a journalism 
ethics professor at Columbia University in 
New York City.” (14th July 2012).

There are some suggestions that are 
based on excerpts from my book, “A Com-
parative Analysis of Media & Media Laws in 
Pakistan” that may prove to show the path-
should anyone wish to trek it. (It was pub-
lished in Sept 2011 and accepted by Harvard 
Law School in Dec 2012 as a reference book)

The suggestions that PEMRA may like 
to look into are: 

1-Call for comprehensive editorial poli-
cies by each media house for submission and 
approval by PEMRA and ensure these are dis-
played on channel websites. (The wheel does 
not have to be recreated- we need to look at the 
policy for example of BBC and others). This 
policy must trickle down to the job description 
of every member of the team. The media poli-
cies must take into consideration the PEMRA 
Ordinance 2002 and Amendment 2007.

2-If a media person goes against the 
guidelines and its channel Editorial Policy; 
he/she must be banned from joining another 
media channel in any capacity for minimum 
3 years. (That is what we do with our cricket-
ers).

3-There must be an imposition of a hefty 
fine on the channel itself responsible for gross 
misconduct in following of the Editorial Poli-
cy by its employee and in case of an extremely 
serious nature of violation, a ban on the chan-
nel itself for a given time period. The channel 
will ultimately have to be responsible for any 
gross contraventions.

4-Guidelines should be given for ap-
pointing anchorpersons to avoid unsuitable 
persons as opinion makers. In case of a ‘fresh 
entrant’ to the field, a training course must be 
given to the new appointee.

5-Guidelines for training course of all 
staff must be given to the electronic media 
and checks and balances must be in place to 
ensure it is duly being carried out. Or should 
the Training Institute be under the auspices of 
PEMRA providing training in different fields 
i.e. reporting, photography, live coverage, 
anachronism etc

6-‘Experts’ of different fields must be 
invited on  subject program as guests to ensure 

emergence of a balanced and well-informed 
public opinion instead of allowing non ex-
perts who usually do so. Guidelines of ex-
perts’ in a field as opposed to ‘non-experts’ 
exist internationally and are well defined. 
Unfortunately, not followed in Pakistan to 
a large degree and only leads to creation of 
confusion and formation of an uneducated 
opinion. An expert in one field may not be an 
expert in other subjects.

7-It should be made mandatory for the 
channels to have a legal adviser to whom all 
materials of sensitive nature must be first 
cleared with as well as checking it against the 
channel’s Editorial Policy, as done by BBC.

8- Content analysis is a very serious 
duty of PEMRA. What is being aired, not 
only in the news arena but also in the enter-
tainment and religious field. The impact of 
psychological warfare cannot be, must not be 
overlooked. Overdose of Bollywood in enter-
tainment channels, in news needs checking. 

This suggestions put on board do not 
mean to state that private channels have not 
contributed positively towards bringing home 
issues that might otherwise would never have 
been brought home, exposed scams we may 
never have known about and called the pro-
verbial spade a spade. They have on many 
occasions done so. However, the good, the 
cultural, the beautiful has all been relegated 
to the back burner. All that is projected is the 
bad, the ugly and the destructive. Talk shows 
talking of doomsday scenario seem to have 
replaced entertainment and any good things 
related to Pakistan. 

The role of ‘gate keeping of media' is 
of extreme importance in the world of global 
village we live in today. However, this role is 
gradually and surely being eroded in a world 
of ferocious competition and vested interests. 
Also important is the need to follow up upon a 
story/issue. Unfortunately in the era of “elec-
tronic breaking news” the urgency to inform 
is more important than the verification of the 
news. The other tendency of media; in par-
ticular electronic media is to follow a news in 
making blindly to the near exclusion of any 
other- oblivious of other, more urgent issues. 
As a Tweeple tweeted to me a few days ago, 
“just praying Media keeps focused on real is-
sues this time and doesn't start running after 
the truck ki laal batti!”

What we need here is; to strike a bal-
ance!

The writer is a lawyer, academic and 
political analyst. She has authored a book, ‘A 
Comparative Analysis of Media and Media 
Laws in Pakistan’ and is an Op-Ed Writer for 
The Nation.
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The PM reportedly smiled during 
joint exercises held in the aftermath 
of an American strike that took out 
TTP mastermind Hakimullah Meh-

sud. It was triggered by one little demo, where 
a drone was downed - by us, in real time - with 
some 35mm Oerlikon guns. 

A year ago Pakistan had put its pet drone 
technology on display in the International De-
fense Exhibition & Seminar (IDEAS). The in-
terest in drone tech surfaces from time to time.  
It is usually preceded by a laundry list of de-
mands that yoyo between two distinct themes 
- American drones (shoot ‘em), and NATO 
supply routes (shut ‘em). Those who bore wit-
ness to Pak armed forces fearsome capability 
and (drone) targeting skills in “Azm-e-Nau 4”, 
naturally wonder when and if they will ever 
get to use them. 

Our ROE’s (Rules of Engagements) 
permit action against combat aircraft that vio-
late the airspace provided the wreckage falls 

within our territory. The last clause does not 
apply in situations where war has been offi-
cially declared. Drones fulfill the criterion, but 
only partially so it is not open season. 

A few years ago a pair of ‘MH-60 
Black Hawk’ flew under the radar and came 
prepared to deal with retaliation which never 
came; the air space violation exposed a breach 
in the Western border we later tried to patch 
up. Drones arrive unescorted. Our interception 
time may have improved since then but there 
are multiple layers of complexities to engage 
intruding UAV’s that are seldom considered. 
That they would probably consider similar 
contingency plans for their unmanned mis-
sions if they expect to be challenged at the gate 
is a given. The next generation of predators 
will be equipped with proper radar jamming 
capability programmed to make short work of 
ground defense. Their escorts would take care 
of the rest. 

Unlike previous conflicts, between PAF 

vs. IAF or PAF pilots vs. Israeli’s where the 
former acquitted itself with honor, PAF vs. 
USAF, is a different ballgame and will invoke 
a new set of rules and demand some major 
strategic reshuffling. Since both nations are, 
if not on the same page, then flailing around 
the same chapter makes military action unreal-
istic. It also makes televised sessions starring 
leaders of the free world yowling about sover-
eignty, irrelevant. 

Curtailing drone strikes was on Pak del-
egation’s agenda when they flew off to Wash-
ington this October. The Premier’s request to 
Obama was allegedly met by a non-committal 
shrug. A promise grudgingly given to hit pause 
on strikes anytime peace is in the works would 
later be followed by an attack on the fringes 
of Hangu (KPK). (21 Nov 2013). Technically 
this attack (Hangu) was Haqqani Network re-
lated - a group not under the peace umbrella 
from both sides. Yet as they inch closer to 
settled territory, we stray deeper into a Catch-

22 nightmare impossible for spin-doctors to 
juggle.  Drones will probably remain on the 
menu as long as High Value Targets stay on 
the horizon. 

But shadow wars have a dark side that 
makes them untenable. According to one news 
agency, Obama signs up for every Pentagon 
strike but the CIA had autonomy allowing it 
to operate outside the perimeters.   This came 
in handy when they mistakenly took down a 
‘jirga’ instead of the ‘enemy’ and could walk 
away with an ‘oops my bad’ instead of being 
court-martialed. But there are some who di-
vide the blame evenly between the two allies. 

A piece by a former Navy aviator / top 
gun graduate  (Michael W. Lewis) challenges 
the grim statistics wielded in the wake of sur-
gical strikes, and diverts attention to Pak mili-
tary presence maintained in that area that he 
believes is responsible for much of the fear, 
and perhaps some of the mayhem. He is refer-
ring to a suspected U.S. strike that killed a 68 
year old grandmother (Mamana Bibi) last year 
and brings forward an Amnesty Report in the 
air to drive his point home. Our fleet of Falco’s 
that reportedly fly lower than their US coun-
terparts as they patrol the area are his smok-
ing gun as he probes the events of 24 October 
2012. Once upon a time we covered for our 
allies – Lewis’s arguments would imply that 
they might be returning the favor.

While Amnesty acknowledges the diffi-
culties in gathering ‘Intel’ from no man’s land, 
the eye witness accounts cited by the author 
are used as primer. Their statements insist that 
“up to three drones were hovering above their 
home for some hours before and at least sev-
eral minutes after her killing.”  Formation fly-
ing is admittedly a fighter’s style as he points 
out, but Pak military does not have Hellfire 
missiles, which is how they were busted when 
they tried to take credit for an early drone at-
tack that killed an Egyptian Al Qaeda com-
mander in a bid to cover for the U.S in 2006. 
The story fell apart when a journalist called 
Hayatullah Khan exposed the lie and in doing 
so perhaps signed his death warrant.  Since 
U.S. drone appearances were not the norm 
back then, the revelation would trigger a chain 
reaction of resentment and rage that remains 
on perpetual simmer.   

In Mamana’s case, Hellfire missiles 
were reportedly found on the scene. We still 
do not have any. The specter of official cover-
ups rises unbidden. Journalists like Hayatullah 
who contradicted the sanctioned version have 
had a short life span.  The so called ‘no-go’ 
areas do make it easy to keep that shroud of 
secrecy in place. A manned mission gone 
wrong is always possible. The accompanying 
PR nightmare which could affect our ability to 
conduct future operations – also possible. That 
said, blurring fact, fiction and fantasy together 

for the misdirection to work can only last so 
long with free spirits like Assange, Snowden 
on the prowl. If there is any truth to these 
charges then it is bound to come out sooner 
or later. 

The aviator also refers to the loud noise 
that kept residents of drone infested territories 
up. Those who lived among the roar of the jet 
planes would recognize the sound. But stealth 
crafts will seldom be described as loud else 
that will defeat their purpose.  Analysts do 
refer to cases where low flying drones were 
deliberately deployed to keep the prey on its 
toes. The ‘whistling death’ usually heard sec-
onds before impact that strikes terror into the 
hearts of its targets reportedly comes unan-
nounced. An independent inquiry should be 
launched to plow through the debris of half 
truths and ‘need to knows’.

Of course none of this absolves either 
side from the responsibility of providing fair 
compensation to the victims ($100 does not 
count), or acknowledging the true cost of ‘sig-
nature strikes’ that has a fairly loose defini-
tion of ‘combatants’. Washington’s attempts 
to shift drone ops from CIA to the Defense 
Department to get that illusion of transparency 
was met with a nod of approval. There have 
been over 350 attacks since 2004 - the num-
bers have fallen over the years with 26 visita-
tions in 2013.  Scaling back strikes is on the 
cards. 

The Pak military, on the other hand is 
busy readying its arsenal for future wars. Paki-
stan reportedly lacks armed drone tech at the 
moment. The Falco UAV in production with 
Selex Galileo (Italy) since 2009 however may 
be destined for greater things. It has been de-
scribed as a ‘medium-altitude, medium-endur-
ance surveillance platform capable of carrying 
a range of payloads including several types of 
high resolution sensors.’  It could be a useful 
ally in our COIN (Counter insurgency) opera-
tions.

The military option against U.S. drones 
is always on the table but remains unviable as 
long as any tacit cooperation is in place and 
a common enemy lurks nearby.  The haze of 
confusion maintained by an impetuous leader-
ship contaminates the narrative, as does their 
contradictory stance on unmanned operations. 
They probably need the plausible deniability 
for later when they go talking peace. 

But the storm whipped up for domestic 
consumption leads to wasted hours spent log-
ging protests, serving demarches and taking 
services chiefs away from their job. All this 
to pacify a gaggle of irate Parliamentarians 
curious about their warriors continued silence. 
While it is good to order a review of military 
preparedness every now and then, it should be 
viewed in the context of political fall-outs, co-
vert deals, secret bases and diplomatic farces.
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(Rules of 

Engagements) 
permit action 

against combat 
aircraft that 
violate the 

airspace provided 
the wreckage 

falls within our 
territory.

Technically 
this attack 

(Hangu) was 
Haqqani 
Network 
related - 
a group 

not under 
the peace 

umbrella from 
both sides. 

Afrah Jamal

The writer is a freelance journalist 
who blogs at http://afrahjamal.
blogspot.com/. She can be reached 
at afrahjh@hotmail.com and on 
twitter http://twitter.com/afrahjh
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F
or Jamal Mujtaba, the news that 
the Pakistani government has pre-
pared a plan to make Islamabad 
a model disaster-resilient city 
comes as a relief.

Resident of Pathan colony, a slum in 
Pakistan’s capital, Mujtaba has suffered losses 
to his home and livelihood. With that he faced 
a displacement caused by heavy rains that 
swell the streams emerging from foothills of 
scenic Margalla Hills to the north-west, trig-
gering floods in the city.  

“For me any plan to make the city di-
saster-resilient is the need of the hour,” says 
Mujtaba.

On October 10, Pakistan’s Climate 
Change Division (CCD) unveiled a Climate 

Change Vulnerability Adaptation Assessment 
(CCVAA) for the Islamabad Capital Territory 
to reduce the city’s vulnerability to climate 
change-related disasters such as flooding, heat 
waves and landslides.

Hammered out in collaboration with the 
Pakistan chapter of UN-Habitat, the plan calls 
for assessing the current climate-resilience ca-
pacity of civic authorities and potential part-
ners, collecting data on the vulnerability of the 
city’s infrastructure and reviewing existing 
building and energy codes. 

“The ... overarching goal of the initia-
tive is to create a platform for debate amongst 
relevant government and non-governmental 
stakeholders on existing planning and devise 
concrete, viable projects to promote climate re-
silience in the future city development plans,” 
said CCD secretary Raja Hassan Abbas dur-
ing a consultative meeting on the initiative in 

Islamabad on October 10.
The CCVAA will involve redesigning 

infrastructure development plans for water, 
sanitation, road, health and education and de-
veloping slum areas to make them more resil-
ient to the effects of climate change. The plan 
also calls for promoting innovations in green 
energy and launching energy-efficient mass 
transit.

Abbas said that efforts will also be made 
to build the capacity of individuals, communi-
ties, government and non-government institu-
tions enabling them to respond efficiently to 
the vagaries of the shifting climate. 

Irfan Traiq, the CCD’s focal person for 
the initiative, said that the investments called 
for under the plan could ultimately save bil-
lions of dollars. 

But does the government have a fig-
ure for how much will be invested under the 

plan? 
“Integrating a resilience aspect in infra-

structure development and construction pro-
grammes is more cost-effective than failing 
to prepare and then dealing with the repercus-
sion,” he said.

According to a report by the London 
School of Economics, 93 percent of cities 
globally report that green development initia-
tives already provide economic benefits.

Development and climate resilience 
experts and city managers from Islamabad’s 
Capital Development Authority (CDA) noted 
during the consultative meeting that with the 
increasing impacts of climate change on cities 
and the global shift to urban populations, there 
is a window of opportunity to make effective 
changes.

Tauqeer Ali Sheikh, Asia regional direc-
tor of the Clean Development Knowledge Net-
work (CDKN), observed that migration from 
rural to urban centres is caused by better living 
standards, infrastructure, health and education 
facilities, water and sanitation and job oppor-
tunities in cities. 

But the burgeoning urban populations 
and consequent pressure on inadequate re-
sources are causing concerns that are deepen-
ing further due to the climate change-related 
risks faced by cities.

UN-Habitat’s focal person for the 
CCVAA initiative, urban planner Sarmad 
Khan, said that predictions of extreme weather 

events striking rural and urban areas of Paki-
stan have highlighted an urgent need for new, 
viable approaches to settlement designs to en-
able human and non-human species to adapt to 
these increased climate-induced risks. 

Nevertheless, the concentration of hu-
man capital, infrastructure, industry and cul-
ture in cities like Islamabad offers a great po-
tential to make the city a booster for economic 
and social well-being and to lead innovation 
to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases and 
help communities and systems adjust to the ef-
fects of changing weather patterns, said Arif 
Hasan, an urban architect. 

However, Sheikh cautioned that without 
strong political will, the plans were unlikely 
to bear fruit. 

“The stakeholders concerned need to 
push for sensitising politicians about (the) 
unprecedented significance and need of the 

climate resilience plan(s) not only for Islam-
abad but also for all the cities and towns of the 
country,” said Sheikh. 

Jamal Mujtaba, the resident of Pathan 
Colony, hopes to see benefits from the plan, 
but knows that it cannot make up for his most 
grievous loss.  

In August this year, during a period of 
especially heavy rains, Jamal’s 45-year-old 
father Mujtaba Khan was collecting firewood 
floating in a storm water drain when a strong 
current swept him off his feet. His body could 
not be retrieved. Jamal hopes the plans would 
not let such mishaps happen with other resi-
dents of the area.

The CCVAA will involve redesigning 
infrastructure development plans for water, 

sanitation, road, health and education and 
developing slum areas to make them more 

resilient to the effects of climate change. 

According to a report by the London School of 
Economics, 93 percent of cities globally report 
that green development initiatives already 
provide economic benefits.

Saleem Shaikh

Pakistan’s Next Environmental Initiative

Saleem Shaikh is climate change 
and development journalist
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T
he 13th Dubai Air Show was held at Dubai World 
Central Airport instead of Dubai International Airport 
this year. The five day international event was par-
ticipated by international brands and aviation com-
panies. More than 200 companies from all over the 

world displayed their aviation products and aircrafts at the show. 
A large number of delegations from different countries including 
Air Chiefs of a number of Air Forces were also present at the oc-
casion. The show was attended by over 60,000 visitors and 1,000 
exhibitors. 

Sheikh Mohammad bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, Ruler of Dubai 
and Prime Minister of UAE, inaugurated the Air Show.    

JF-17 Thunder and Super Mushshak from Pakistan was the 
centre of attention at the Show. Pakistan’s delegation was headed 
by Federal Minister for Defence Production Rana Tanveer Hus-
sain, Air Marshal Tahir Rafique Butt and Air Vice Marshal Sohail 
Gul Khan.

During the Show, Mr. Hussain met several delegates on the 
sideline and briefed them about the products and equipments being 
developed by the Defence Industry of Pakistan. He stressed that 
the defence equipment produced in Pakistan is of low cost but high 
quality. 

The minister also visited the stalls by different International 
Defence Companies including Rockwell Collins. Claude Alber, 
the Vice President and Managing Director of Collins in Europe, 
Middle East and America briefed Minister about the product line of 
the company and their business activities in Pakistan. 

Foreign delegations and visitors appreciated Pakistan’s great 
stride in aviation technology and the quality of defence equipment 
produced by Pakistan Defence Industry. They showed keen interest 
in buying Pakistani aviation products as well.

Air Chief Marshal Tahir Rafique Butt, Chief of the Air Staff, 
Pakistan Air Force also attended the inaugural ceremony of Dubai 
Air Show 2013. He visited various stalls at the show and met thr 
high ranking air force officials from different countries. In a meet-
ing with Li Yuhai, Central Executive Vice President of Aviation 
Industry of China, he discussed matters regarding the performance 
of JF-17 Thunder. Pakistan Air Force contingent was led by Air 
Vice Marshal Javaid Ahmed, who is also the Chief Project Director 
for Pakistan’s JF-17 Programme.

The JF-17 Thunder is a project co-developed by PAF & 
China Aero-technology Import Export Corporation (CATIC). The 
aircraft is co-produced by Pakistan Aeronautical Complex (PAC) 
and CATIC.
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It is a multi-role, light combat aircraft 
that is equipped with a digital fly-by-wire 
flight control system that gives it the agility 
and lethality. It has a complete glass cockpit, 
excellent man-machine interface and modern 
self-protection suite, which enhance combat 
potential and survivability of the aircraft.

It is equipped with fourth generation 
avionics systems, wide range of conventional 
& smart weapons, long range glide bombs, Be-
yond Visual Range & short range Air-to-Air 
missiles, Anti-Ship missile and Air-to-Surface 
missiles. The aircraft requires remarkably 
short lengths of runway for take-off & landing, 
which offers flexibility of aircraft operations 
at short air strips.

Over the years, United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has come up a long way as the hub of 
aviation industry and it has further strength-
ened its stature after huge success of the Dubai 
Air Show 2013. UAE plans not only to be-
come a transfer point between East and West, 
but also the new economic centre of the world. 
While commenting on the historic $99 billion 
aircraft orders placed by Emirates airlines at 
the Dubai Air show Dubai’s ruler Shaikh Mo-
hammed said that Dubai will be the economic, 
tourist and cultural capital for more than two 
billion people around us.

According to the organizers of the show, 
more than $150 billion (Dh551bn) of orders 
were placed between Etihad Airways, Emir-
ates Airline and Fly Dubai for Boeing and 
Airbus. It could prove a game changer in the 
regional aviation industry and good for the 
sinking economies of the US and EU. Greater 
capacity means a wider range of destinations. 
It is hoped that the higher concentration of 
airline resources in the UAE will also provide 
a big boost to support industries, multiplying 
economic benefits and creating employment 
opportunities. 

As per the organizers Dubai Air Show 

2013, had record-breaking orders booked 
reaching more than the US$200 billion, rais-
ing the event’s profile as a world central busi-
ness player.

On second day of the show announce-
ments of more aircraft deals and agreements 
were announced. These include agreements 
signed by Mubadala with Boeing and Airbus 
to further boost existing ties. The $1.26 bil-
lion orders for new Airbus aircraft placed by 
Libyan Wings, a recently launched Tripoli-
based airline became a central proposition of 
the event. Along with that billions of dollars 
worth of engines deals were won by CFM 
International and GE. Bombardier Aerospace 
and ATR also bagged quite a lot new aircraft 
orders.

Multiplier Effects 

The airline companies in Dubai and Abu 
Dhabi have emerged as central to the global 
aviation industry dynamic. They boost inter-
national passenger traffic and strengthen the 
global aviation business. The world has much 
more to gain through an enduring positive co-
operation with the UAE’s airlines.

Investing in the aviation sector is a stra-
tegic imperative for the region. The UAE real-
izes this is evident from the record-breaking 
orders placed, predominantly, by the country’s 
airlines.

The show would be catalysts for the 
larger economy including building the avia-
tion infrastructure. The aviation sector has 
indeed played an important role in boosting 
the prospects of Dubai’s economy. The superb 
connectivity that Dubai today offers by draw-
ing on its strategic geographic location makes 
it a business and leisure hub for nearly 2.5 bil-
lion people who are now just at a distance of 
four hours from the city.

Etihad Airways’ orders with US com-
panies are valued more than $40 billion and 
translate into a direct impact on America’s 
gross domestic product and support for major 
employment throughout the aerospace supply 
chain. Etihad Airways announced a firm order 
for up to 56 Boeing wide-body aircrafts, with 
options and purchase rights for a further 26 
aircraft, as well as 127 GE Aviation engines, 
representing an investment of up to $25.2 bil-
lion.

At the airshow the American manufac-
turer Boeing surfaced as a winner, securing 
orders and commitments worth US$95 billion 
and beating its European counterpart Airbus. 
Combined orders from the world’s two biggest 
aircraft manufacturers, Boeing and Airbus, 
reached about $179bn, with most of the buy-
ers coming from the Middle East.  France’s 
Airbus won a total of 160 orders and commit-
ments worth $44bn, as the European manufac-
turer highlighted the appeal for its flagship jet 
the A380. Another highlight of the show was 
Etihad flying its brand with a regional carrier 
from Europe, after it took a 33.3 per cent stake 
in Switzerland’s Darwin Airline.

The success of the Dubai Air Show 2013 
has multiplier effects. It would boost the re-
tail, hospitality and general trade sectors in the 
United Arab Emirates. It would also generate 
new employment options in the country. The 
show would make air travel more comfortable 
with the feel at home scenarios in the days to 
come. It could prove a game changer in the 
UAE aviation industry and total placed order 
of worth $US196 billion would also put its 
worth sky high in the region and the world. 
The Dubai Air Show truly has the potential to 
revolutionize world aviation industry in the 
days to come.      

DUBAI
Flying colors of

Muhammad Bilal Khan

Air Show - 2013

WORLD

The writer is Islamabad based journalist. He can 

be reached at bilalpunnu@gmail.com
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for the right objectives. Before going into the 
prioritizing exercise it is important to share 
some of the objectives that may be common to 
the public sector in most parts of the develop-
ing world.

Objectives:
• Access should not be defined only in 

terms like ‘out-of-reach’ or ‘harder-to-reach’ 
because of distances or geography but finan-
cial and informative inaccessibility should 
also be included.     

• Criticality of the need must demon-
strate the associated morbidity or mortality. 

• Quality services/ products (essen-
tial) clearly will answer how the quality suf-
fers in the absence of the intervention and the 
direct impact of the lack of quality upon the 
morbidity and mortality of the communities.

• Quality services/ products (support) 
should be directly linked to the employees/ us-
ers satisfaction which is indirectly linked to 
maintaining quality of the essential services / 
products. 

• Cost saving here is only against the 
tangible financial allocations in the budgets. 
So in case of the solar energy support the cost 
saved on the electricity bills may be the objec-
tive and as one of the output indicator.  

• Energy conservation while there is 
nothing more important to conserve than life 
itself. The technical intervention can allow 
other sectors to use more of the meager energy 
available. Solar PV technology in health sec-
tor should clearly demonstrate the convention-
al energy saved.

• Sustainability should address the 
financial one however the environmental sus-
tainability statement is also important outcome 
of the technology and a strong advocacy tool 
to invite more investments.

PRIVATE SECTOR NEEDS 
AND OBJECTIVES

It is pertinent here to differentiate that 
the following objectives are for commercial/ 
for-profit private sector investors to consider. 
The private sector (Donors or non-govern-
mental entities) operating on not-for-profit 
may consider the above public sector objec-
tives or a mix of the two- public and private 
sectors. Unlike the public sector the private 
investor may have different objectives. Private 
investor will be allured more by the kind and 
scale of returns expected from investments in 
the ‘solarization’ of health sector. 

At this stage the initial capital invest-
ments are very high in the technology and lon-
ger term investment strategies are questioned 
by unpredictable socio-politico-economic 
conditions of the developing world and Paki-
stan. However smart investments might allow 

some to rethink the approach. It may encour-
age building business model around some 
units that yield premium returns and units that 
are saturated or do not show further growth by 
factors like input costs of energy that is unreli-
able and interrupted. Moreover the cost com-
petitiveness may factor in for smartly selected 
units (e.g. a diagnostic unit) and especially 
those that are demanded for more hours in a 
day but limited by outages or interruption of 
electricity. Likewise the cost comparison be-
tween the energy supplied by fuel-based gen-
erators and the PV energy may also tilt some 
decisions towards smart business decisions to 
adopt the solar technology.However some of 
the objectives according to the needs and re-
quirements in the private sector are:

• Growth may be considered for the 
services and units where it is stunted by lim-
ited hours of energy supply or higher costs of 
other alternate power inputs like fuel-based 
generators. The growth prospects are without 
any doubts for any unit/ service if the long 
term investments are considered. 

• Return on Investments (RoI) in the 
solar PV technology products is great. These 
are usually available with 30 to 50 of efficient 
life years. Most of them return their capital 
cost within their initial 40% of efficient life 
years (within 20 years).       

• Quality services/ products may be 
a primary consideration for say a production 
unit of a pharmaceutical or sterilization unit of 
a hospital or refrigeration of a cold chain infra-
structure or even chillers for a computer server 
room etc.

• Accreditation on the environment 
based certifications or part of the ISO and 
other hospital accreditation regimen that allow 
enhance acceptability and market access.

• Acknowledgement dividends of 
branding and increased brand equity and may 
be an objective for greater advocacy and pro-
motion of services and units.

NEED ASSESSMENT 
SCORE CARD

The plan for investment by public and 
private sector require very tangible assess-
ment. It is also important to identify the right 
needs for appropriate resource allocation. The 
score card is helpful to identify and prioritize 
the objectives. 

THE RESOURCE 
ALLOCATION

The resource allocation involves intense 
evaluation of economic viability of the solar 
PV technology for a unit or service. The pre-
ferred method of evaluating the economics of 
photovoltaic systems is to compare life cycle 
costs of the photovoltaic system. Such evalua-
tion should address:

• The life cycle cost 
• The payback period 
• The rate of return 
The resource allocations for the identi-

fied objectives require a division of 30/70. 
That is 30% of the top priority objectives 
should be allocated 70% of the resources and 
likewise 70% of the lower priority objectives 
should receive 30% resources. It also means 
that the units/ services or part of these units or 
services that promise to achieve the top 30% 
of the objectives will receive 70% of resources 
and only 30% will go towards the achievement 
of lower 70% needs/ objectives.

The benefits of the solar PV technology 
in health care may outweigh the risks for the 
investments if mix of business-like and long 
term sustainability approaches is applied, if 
opportunities are created not only for public-
private but also for private-private partner-
ships and larger alliances at regional level are 
built to make the technology more accessible.

The author can be reached at
lubazad@hotmail.com

T
he relationship between health 
and energy is compelling. The 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) states that "Health and 
energy are interdependent fac-

tors which largely determine the development. 
WHO believes solar energy can play an im-
portant role in improving health energy infra-
structure if integrated with a broader array of 
end uses." Smart ‘solarization’ i.e. planned 
and smart decision making on the investments 
allows greater use of the sustainable energy in 
developing world/ regions. Clearly the regions 
in Asia and Middle East can benefit the most 
from this natural source of energy. The model 
presented here is to help the decision makers 
and planners to find out ‘right resources for 
right needs’ by using this technology in health 
sector.

THE NEED ASSESSMENT
It is a fact that the need for energy is not 

going to lose its charm any time soon. On the 
contrary the more starved developing world 
is going to be further entangled in a vicious 
circle. Less energy, decreasing industrial and 

economic growth, increased poverty, crime 
and corruption will all play a comfortable 
Ping-Pong leaving communities and people to 
agitate and riot. We must connect these dots 
with the priorities of the governments and 
affiliates. The public sector spending trend 
of our governments on the social sector and 
health is a reflection of lack of understanding 
of the needs of our communities.The chal-
lenges are many but the opportunities are also 
exciting and unexplored.

Solar Photovoltaic (PV) technology for 
health sector as an alternate energy source can 
bring many advantages. It can help as a source 
of energy for maintaining connectivity, light-
ing, refrigeration of the products and com-
fortable working environment. It would work 
most effectively in the areas where grid energy 
supply is unreliable, interrupted by long out-
ages and at many places not available at all. 
However when you are out of food, buying 
crockery with the available money will not be 
a prudent decision. It is therefore a challenge 
to our public sector planners to spend the mea-
ger amount available in the name of develop-
ment and think how to smartly use the money 
for innovative ideas.

Solar PV technology has enormous po-
tential in private sector and it has not been 
exploited to its maximum in Pakistan and 
other regional countries. It is important to take 
into account that the private sector in health 
includes not only the donors and partners but 
also the private health care providers (hospi-
tals, diagnostic units, pharmaceutical manu-
facturing units etc.).

PUBLIC SECTOR NEEDS 
AND OBJECTIVES

Health sector is probably the only sector 
where several technologies can be exploited in 
favor of communities. The leverage of exploit-
ing the solar PV technology in health sector 
in favor of communities depends upon clear 
demonstration of its need and prioritization. 
The need assessment for PV technology in 
public sector health will require primacy for 
public service. It should demonstrate how it 
can enhance its reach to the public and hence 
the priority will be to devolve the services and 
units to farther areas and population. Priori-
tizing need assessment in the public sector is 
essential to make the right resources available 

Solar PV technology has enormous 
potential in private sector and it has 
not been exploited to its maximum in 
Pakistan and other regional countries. 

The cost comparison 
between the energy 

supplied by fuel-
based generators 

and the PV energy 
may also tilt some 
decisions towards 

smart business 
decisions to adopt 

the solar technology.

IN HEALTH SECTOR

SMART

Dr. A. K. Wazir
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News in Brief of routine shutdown of fertilizer plants for annual turn-
around. The government would need to import up to 
70,000 tonnes of additional petrol per month to bridge 
this additional demand that would jump from 300,000 
tonnes per month to about 370,000 tonnes. At present, 
petrol stocks of about 14-day coverage were available 
in the country that would need to be increased without 
further delay.

The official said the power sector would continue 
with current gas supplies as it had been kept at second 
position on gas supply priority after domestic and com-
mercial consumers. He said the gas supply to power sec-
tor was important because of negligible hydropower gen-
eration and to contain rising electricity tariffs.

FINCA takes over Kashf 
Bank

FINCA International, a global microfinance net-
work, has acquired majority shareholding in Kashf 
Microfinance Bank Limited through an equity in-

vestment of more than Rs820 million.
With this takeover, the name of the bank has been 

changed to FINCA Microfinance Bank Limited.
FINCA president and CEO Rubert Scofield told 

a news conference at local hotel here on Monday that 
it was the only microfinance bank in the country whose 
loan portfolio was entirely funded through its own de-
posits.

“Now under its new name and ownership, the bank 
aims to become the provider of choice by offering a full 
range of financial services to micro and small entrepre-
neurs, especially women, to equitably expand economic 
opportunities and to maximise value for all stakehold-
ers,” he added.

Rise in private sector’s 
borrowings

Private sector borrowing is picking up thanks to the 
rising output of large-scale industries, increase in 
domestic wholesale businesses, revival of per-

sonal loans, and some expansion in external sector trade, 
according to just-released SBP statistics.

Banks’ net credit disbursement to the private sector 
totaled Rs71 billion between July and October this year; 
a reversal in trend from the comparable period last year, 
when the private sector had made a net credit retirement 
of Rs38 billion.

The breakup reveals an even more promising fact. 
The entire Rs71 billion in bank credit has gone to private 
sector businesses. Investment in securities/shares of pri-
vate sector companies, which also forms part of overall 
private sector credit, has seen no increase at all.

Iran, Pakistan to fast track gas 
pipeline project

Iran and Pakistan on Tuesday decided to fast track discussions on the 
IP Gas Pipeline Project to formulate a roadmap and a more realistic 
time schedule for its implementation. 

This was one of the important outcomes of a meeting between 
Prime Minister’s Advisor on National Security and Foreign Affairs 
Sartaj Aziz and Iranian Foreign Minister Dr Muhammad Javad Zarif 
in Tehran. 

Sartaj Aziz is in Tehran to participate in the 21st Meeting of the 
Council of Ministers of ten-member Economic Cooperation Organiza-
tion.

 It was agreed that comprehensive technical commercial propos-
als on the IP Gas Pipeline would be discussed in Tehran between Inter-
State Gas System Ltd of Pakistan and Tadbir Energy Gaspar Iranian 
Co. of Iran in the first week of December. This would be followed by 
ministerial level discussions. 

The two leaders reviewed in detail the bilateral cooperation, re-
gional and global issues. They expressed satisfaction over the friendly 
and cordial relations between Iran and Pakistan. 

Discussing various areas of cooperation between the two coun-
tries, both the sides emphasized the need to put greater focus on bilat-
eral economic relations. It was also agreed to hold the next round of 
Joint Ministerial Commission in Tehran early next year. 

APTMA urges for gas & 
electricity supply in winter

All Pakistan Textile Mills Association (APTMA) has urged the 
authority concerned to support textile sector by provision of 
gas and electricity during next three months, as the textile ex-

ports stood at $ 1.2 billion per month. 
The APTMA (Punjab) Chairman S.M. Tanveer demanded to ses-

sion on ‘National Security by the Pakistan Textile Industry and its Sus-
tainability and Growth’ at APTMA House. He said the textile sector 
would continue to add in the country’s foreign exchange reserve, pro-
vided this sector was supplied gas and electricity during winter season, 
apprehending that reduction in foreign reserves would increase unem-
ployment and commodity prices alike. 

In order to raise foreign exchange reserves, he said, the export 
proceeds would have to be encouraged, besides giving priority in gas 
and electricity supply to the industry, especially the textile sector. 

S.M. Tanvir claimed that textile sector had the potential to double 
its export proceeds from present $ 13 billion to $ 26 billion and produc-
tion of cotton crop from 14 million bales to 25 million bales in a four to 
five years time. He also called for taking the real stakeholders on board 
in the policy making process. 

He mentioned that increase in cotton production would create 10 
million new jobs in industrial sector and the open market. 

He also stressed the need for ensuring regional compatibility in 
electricity tariff for the industrial units.

PTA finalizes consultant for 
spectrum auction 

Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) has completed the 
evaluation process for the selection of a consultant of interna-
tional repute for the auction of next generation mobile services 

under the policy directive of the Ministry of Information Technology & 
Telecom (MoIT&T).

After a detailed review of the financial bids, opened in November 
2013 in the presence of all five bidders who qualified during the evalu-
ation of technical bids, Value Partner Management Consulting Limited 
was declared successful. The successful firm is a Consortium Consul-
tant of USA, UK, Singapore and Spain.

After the completion of further formalities the successful Con-
sultant is expected to be invited to formally sign a contract soon. With 
the appointment of consultant, a major step in the auction of spectrum 
would be completed. It will help in timely finalization of important as-
pects of the upcoming auction such as Information Memorandum (IM) 
for intended bidders, method of auction and the base price.

It may be mentioned that for the hiring of consultant PTA adver-
tised in national and international newspapers in response to which it 
received bids from seven world-renowned consultants till the last date 
of November 12, 2013. PTA Committees formed to evaluate the pro-
posals diligently evaluated technical and financial bids and finalized the 
consultant well in time and in accordance with PPRA rules.

The report of the process for the hiring of consultant of Spectrum 
Auction is also being made available on PTA website www.pta.gov.
pk.

ECC all up for Punjab gas 
closure

The Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the cabinet is 
expected to approve gas load management plan for three winter 
months envisaging complete gas closure to transport, fertilizer 

and industry in Punjab from December 1 to February 28.
According to official sources, the Ministry of Petroleum and Nat-

ural Resources had forwarded a summary to the prime minister who has 
given a green signal and desired the formal decision should be taken 
by the ECC.

A meeting of the ECC is now scheduled for November 27 
(Wednesday) to approve the proposal for implementation with effect 
from December 1. He said the ECC, led by Finance Minister Ishaq Dar, 
would also be presented with a proposal for additional allocation of 
foreign exchange to meet higher petrol demand, particularly in Punjab, 
because of non-availability of compressed natural gas (CNG).

He said the fertilizer sector would remain unaffected because 
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succeeded in arresting the outbreak the next 
year but the advantage it gained has already 
been lost this year. 

With the official number of cases at 62, 
Pakistan is second worst performing country 
in the world in stamping away the disease. Ni-
geria sits atop while neighboring Afghanistan 
remains third. 

The main concern remains to be the trou-
bled north-west region of the country which 
has the most numbers of polio cases so far this 
year. North Waziristan and Khyber agencies 
have witnessed 19 and 17 cases respectively 
while 43 cases in total were registered in the 
troubled FATA areas. Only 9 cases have sur-
faced in settled areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhawa 

province. The other regions of the country 
have performed better, but only comparatively 
with six and four cases in Punjab and Sindh 
respectively. Balochistan is yet to register any 
such case. 

The numbers might not speak for them-
selves in case of Pakistan. The deteriorating 
figures are troubling but what is even more 
panicking is the fact that more and more ar-
eas of Pakistan are becoming un-accessible for 
polio vaccination.  Apart from remote tribal 
areas of FATA where announcement made 
at mosque loud speakers decide the fate of 
such matters; areas as developed as Peshawar, 
Karachi and Kohat have witnessed violence 
against the polio vaccinating teams. The im-
munization teams have become a target of the 
militants. 

The attacks started in December 2012, 
when five female health workers were killed 
within 20 minutes of each other, four in the 
southern port city of Karachi and one in Pe-
shawar, in a brutal coordinated attack. News 
of the assassinations, shocking even by Paki-
stan’s blood-soaked standards, spread across 
the world. In 2013, two people were killed in a 
suicide bomb attack targeting a polio vaccinat-
ing team in Peshawar, the capital of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhawa province. Similar attacks of 
firing gunshots were also witnessed in other 
areas of Northwest. 

The recent surge in violence against po-
lio teams is partially and as claimed by the Tal-
iban themselves, due the alleged role of a vac-
cination team which helped the American CIA 
in hunting down the Al Qaeda chief in 2011. 
However, the main issue goes even deeper. In 
areas with security issues, militants try to sway 
away the teams alleging the campaign was a 
cover for espionage. A recent example is the 
kidnap and later release of 11 school teachers 
administering polio drops on November 21 
from a school in the Khyber agency, one of 
the semi autonomous tribal areas along border 
with Afghanistan. 

These attacks and the hostile work atmo-
sphere have led to an increased fear among the 
polio workers who are now reluctant to operate 
in such areas. A project in which people once 
used to volunteer, now finds it difficult to even 
have paid staffs. This year, teachers associa-
tion, the backbone of the anti-polio drive over 
the years, refused to work in polio eradication 
drive giving a major blow to the campaign. 

The darkest side of the issue still lies 
ahead. In the last few months, the number of 
people refusing to let the polio vaccination be 
administered to their children has increased 
alarmingly. Entire communities have opted to 
stay out of the drive showing that the mindset 
of the people is changing towards this impor-
tant issue expressing that the extremists are 
getting it their way. 

According to a news report, Pakistan re-
corded a huge number of 65,000 families that 
refused administering polio vaccines to their 
children during the recently concluded polio 
campaign. The number of children that were 
deprived of the vaccines due to Taliban ban 
and family refusal exceeds 250,000 and may 
exacerbate the situation. 

Like the case of terrorism and militancy, 
the country stands alone in the world. Coun-
tries like India with far difficult territories and 
manifold population have performed better 
than Pakistan in this regard. In case, the polio 
situation prevails or worsens as is doubted, the 
country may end up facing a travel ban from 
international community. 

Pakistan needs to handle the situation 
with extreme care. A polio emergency need to 
be imposed in the country immediately and a 
renewed zeal is required to equip the masses 
with the knowledge of the disease and the 
importance of the vaccination. The process 
might need to be restarted at the grass root 
level, where general public is made aware of 
the drive.  Apart from this, the polio workers 
need to be given more protection especially in 
troubled areas. The assistance of local police 
in settled areas and tribal elders in FATA areas 
will be helpful in this regard. The local body 
elections might prove to be more fruitful in 
this regard. 

There is also an option to immunize the 
children at the time of their birth instead of re-
peated immunization afterwards. However, the 
issue will not be resolved in tribal areas where 
women normally give birth to their children in 
their houses rather than in hospitals. 

Whatever the policy it drafts, one thing 
is very clear that time is a luxury Pakistan 
doesn’t have. A quick action is needed to 
stop the situation from getting worse before 
it grows to unprecedented level. The price of 
inaction is definitely too high. 

Pakistan recorded a huge number of 65,000 
families that refused administering polio 
vaccines to their children 

In case, the 
polio situation 
prevails or 
worsens as is 
doubted, the 
country may 
end up facing a 
travel ban from 
international 
community

A
fter decades long attempts of 
repudiating its image as the 
harbor of militancy, Pakistan 
now faces a new challenge of 
clarifying its position on yet 

another front. Earlier in November, some 21 
countries from the Middle East and nearby ar-
eas jointly blamed Pakistan for harboring the 
polio, a highly infectious disease, in the world. 
The reason behind the blame was the origin of 

a strain of polio virus that crippled 22 children 
in Northern Syria. Officials of World Health 
Organization confirmed the origin of the virus 
strain and asked the Pakistani authorities to 
speed up its efforts to curb the disease. How-
ever, the situation in the country is far away 
from complying with the directives as the 
country’s anti-polio drive is up against some 
daunting challenges.  

 With the ending year, the country has 

registered 62 cases of polio virus surpassing 
yesteryear’s figure of 58. The mounting figure 
speaks volume of the challenges that lie ahead 
for the state in this drive against the crippling 
disease. Until 2005, Pakistan was on course to 
eradicate the highly infectious disease when 
it registered only 28 cases, but since then, the 
virus has crawled back in the country reach-
ing its peak in 2011 when the country regis-
tered almost 200 cases. The country partially 

Pakistan’s limping
anti-

driveUsaf Malik

REPORT
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`What if we lose Pakistan? ` God Forbid, 
sometimes I think to myself. What is go-
ing to be our future then? Wouldn’t we lose 
our identity? What is going to appear on our 
passport then? What would the world call us 
then? –Pakistanis? Slaves? Or something else? 
Whenever I think that to myself, I get Goose 
bumps!

Nothing can be left for exceptions in 
life. Everything is possible in the world. – And 
in every lifetime. So as it applies to the future 
of Pakistan. Honestly speaking, if you want 
my take, I am pretty uncertain; I don’t see any 
future of Pakistan, strictly rationally speaking, 
though there is a lot of room for emotional side, 
but I can linger on that. I will table my reasons 
backing it logically, emotionally relieved. I do 
mean it with all my senses intact. A STATE-
MENT Yes! I don’t see any future of Pakistan 
with current leadership and happenings!

I can clearly sense, you all might have 
been taken a little flabbergasted at what I just 
said. Don’t get astonished, I know some of 

you might believe it. Just FYI, nations always 
tear apart when they lose their camaraderie; 
Pakistan is facing civilians’ killings. One re-
cent example when the nation is divided is the 
NATO supply blockage.

US attacked Afghanistan back in 2001. 
Obviously you need strategic and logistics 
support to fight and support any war. Since 
Afghanistan is a landlocked country, supplies 
must pass through other countries in order to 
reach it. NATO wanted the supply through 
two major ways, aerial and land. Air shipping 
is extremely expensive, so they do it mainly 
through land. US could supply resources to its 
servicemen through two main routes: Through 
Pakistan and Central Asian countries whose 
entrance point is Turkey. One can imagine the 
time and cost via central Asia. Pakistan was the 
soft target; hence it got into the trap. I will talk 
about logistics. In Pakistan, two main routes 
are used for NATO supply. In the first place, 
logistics in terms of vital fuel, food and other 
hardware are received at Karachi seaport, and 
then ultimately en-routed to two main routes. 
Chaman-Baluchistan and Khyber-Pass Pesha-
war. Chaman pass gets the NATO logistics 
support to Kandahar. Khyber-Pass gets it 1000 
miles to Kabul. Bear in mind that Pakistan gets 
substantial amount of financial support in ex-
change, but it’s never sufficient and oft neg-
ligible for the cost we bear to allow NATO, 
if we ever get a cost-benefit analysis. Hence-
forth, being not our war, we put ourselves into 

it.
Scrolling down, do you know what 

amazes the observer most? Allow me to intro-
duce you to the most controversial theory for 
the people to come. Being a strategic partner 
in Afghan war with US to dismantle terrorism, 
US has been attacking Pakistan`s sovereignty 
for some time now. It has had hundreds of 
drone attacks on the sovereignty of Pakistan. I 
may sound un-happening but the government 
of Pakistan has a mutually agreed understand-
ing that US would carry on drone attacks and 
Pakistan would only condemn those. Pakistan 
Foreign Office has had almost 2500 plus state-
ments condemning the drones. Are Statements 
good enough? Or government needs to get 
conative and beyond? Did I use the word `For-
eign Office`? Can you imagine, in such crunch 
situations; Pakistan didn’t even have a foreign 
minister. 

Moving forward, it’s not just an idea 
that run past me but is based on some facts and 
confessions. One very recent confession by Ex. 
President Musharraf when he told that he him-
self allowed US to carry drone strikes in some 
selected parts of Pakistan in batch of 2004-
2008 understandings. What gets me is that be 
it FATA or Karachi, Peshawar or Lahore, Chi-
tral or Dir and Quetta or Islamabad. It’s crystal 
clear that there is no diversion on the note that 
Pakistan has a bilateral transaction with US on 

account of drones. 
Building onto the said, there are mil-

lions of theories about drone strikes. Not our 
topic for the day. Millions of theories about its 
consequences, surely not our topic for the day 
again. But surely and certainly the topic would 
be `What if people of Pakistan come forward 
and ask government either to stop drones or 
to stop the NATO supply`, the flip side of it. 
Spokespersons from federal government have 
advertised it millions of times that they can-
not stop drones. Provincial government cannot 
stop drones; it’s in the jurisdiction of the feder-
al government to stop them. What to do then? 
Let’s talk about the NATO now. Can we block 
it? Tens and thousands of people have penned 
their thoughts about the said, some giving log-
ical rationales, some the emotional side, either 
to block it or not to do so. I am going to give 
you a very simple and crisp take.

We know that NATO supply will not 
hurt US in a great deal. It will not burn its 
stratum too. It will not even hit the Olympus 
or make it fall. So if not, then why Pakistan 
Tehreek e Insaf and other parties of Pakistan 
are going to block the NATO supply? I have 
given substantial volume of attention to writ-
ers from different streams and channels, ev-
eryone giving their own rational or emotional 
verdict, saying that it will not hurt US and its 
allies and so on and so forth. It has not hurt 
US when government of Pakistan has stopped 
NATO supply two times earlier. First, when 
a NATO helicopter shot down two Pakistani 

soldiers within Pakistani borders, Pakistan 
suspended NATO supply for one week. Sec-
ond, when US assassinated 24 Pak Army sol-
diers at Salala check post, also called Salala 
incident in November 2011. US badly insisted 
Pakistan to reopen the route. Finally after six 
months of misery for US, on July 3rd 2012, 
then US secretary of state, Hillary Clinton 
gave in, apologizing microscopically and got 
the ball rolling.

Hence, story implies US wasn’t hurt 
much and a lot of PTI trollers are using this 
lame excuse. But they need to read between the 
lines, at times. I recently read Mr. Salim Safi`s 
latest article on what if PTI stops NATO, it 
won’t hurt US and would cause us some finan-
cial collapse. Who says it’s going to burn US 
economy to ashes? We know it beforehand. 
Thank you very much for informing us. Are 
you talking money? Is that all you have got in 
your basket? Is that equivalent to one trillion 
dollars of loss to the economy we did bear and 
still bearing? Or equals 50 thousand of assassi-
nations in number? They didn’t give their pre-
cious lives for a number game. It’s not about 
aid and money and diplomatic relations but 
some national interests. What the world calls 
a nation come forward with some stance, com-
municate their message to the world and leave 
some long-lasting fingerprints for the rest of 
the world to recognize them as one nation. 

My point of action is very simple. We 
don’t want to hurt US in any manner, (we can’t 
hurt them as well). Then why are we taking all 
the pain to block NATO supply. It’s very clear. 
To send a clear message to the world that Paki-
stan is a sovereign state. To send the message 
to the world that people of Pakistan are not a 
herd. To send the message to the world that we 
have been terrorized, we are not terrorists. To 
send the message to the world that people of 
Pakistan have families too, who are miserably 
tarnished and cut into pieces by the in-humane 

drones. 
PTI has taken a stance which should 

have been taken long ago by President Mush-
arraf, then president of Pakistan. It should 
have been taken by Mr. Zardari, then Chair-
man of the ruling party and President of Paki-
stan. Presently, it should have been taken by 
Mr. Mian Muhammad Nawaz Shareef, when 
US sabotaged ongoing peace process in Paki-
stan. Their intention is very clear now.

Pakistan, as a nation has to decide, do 
they need integrity or not, because in both situ-
ations, you don’t need anything else. We don’t 
need NATO`s transit fee, US dollars, interna-
tional sympathies and counting. We need soli-
darity, integrity, cloning, harmony, patience, 
respect, comradeship and unity, above all. We 
need a message molded in one voice, to send 
across the nations, one nation`s one voice. 
This is really at the other edge of the world for 
Pakistan now. This is very high time that we 
pass on a message that we will take internal 
decisions and the foremost internal decision 
of Pakistan as a `Sovereign Nation`, today  is, 
`STOP NATO`, excluding the dollar mafia.

What If Pakistan stop the 

NATO supply?

Muhammad Bilal
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investors, including foreign ones. To maintain 
the high standards of transparency, account-
ability and fair-play comprehensive measures 
will be institutionalized   and predictability 
of official procedures will be taken swiftly. 
The experiment of transforming Shanghai 
into "a mainland Hong Kong" through the 
inauguration of the "pilot free trade zone" in 
the city was referred to as a breakthrough in 
the opening-up process. Moreover, gradually 
more such free trade zones will be established 
in different parts of the country. Through these 
zones, China will encourage local and national 
entrepreneurs to further invest overseas and 
loosen its grip on custom controls and finan-
cial inspections.

Further modernization of service sector 
stands tall in the Third Plenum. More atten-
tion will be given to health, finance, education, 
culture, e-commerce, elderly care, and child 
care. Local and central government initiatives 
will be initiated in order to draw more interna-
tional investment and increase domestic con-
sumption. Other priorities were environmental 
protection, investment protection, and the con-
solidation of FTAs especially in the country's 

close neighborhood. 
The newly announced reforms talked 

about “scientific macro-regulation” and un-
derlined it as a main function of the govern-
ment in the opening-up process ahead. Effi-
cient business management and coordinated 
regulation by central and local authorities will 
be put forth as keys to increase productive 
efficiency. It also aims to mitigate structural 
risks by encouraging domestic demand and 
gradually re-organizing production to cater to 
domestic needs. On its part, the government 
will introduce new regulations to give more 
authority to private enterprises to take invest-
ment decisions, except in sectors concerning 
eco-safety, national security, energy and other 
underground resources, and the most vital 
public interests.

Environment protection is one of the 
most salient features of the Chinese reforms. 
From to-day to onward, new higher standards 
will be implemented on all firms (public & 
private) and investors will be held responsible 
regarding environmental protection, energy 
preservation, safety regulations, and techno-
logical inputs. 

Concluding remarks
The new socio-economic contract would 

hopefully put China on the right path of po-
litical glory, economic sustainability, financial 
stability and human dignity. It is the new be-
ginning of deregulation and further economic 
liberalization. It is the new charter of massive 
industrialization, free trade zones and labor 
rights.

It values the importance of social se-
curity system in the country and strategies 
have already been announced to make it more 
productive, effective and supportive for all 
the citizens. Above all it is the systematic ad-
vancement of its social economy in the age 
of globalization where interest is the ultimate 
weapon in the hands of free market economy’s 
handlers and resultant is the frequent political 
chaos, alarming ratios of poverty, unemploy-
ment, hunger, disease and underprivileged 
people living in the different parts of the 
world.           

Some reform measures, such as curbing 
overcapacity and controlling local govern-
ment spending, will involve short-term pain. 
But with strong political commitment, that 
specific matter will be resolved. Creation of a 
level-play field for private companies/entities 
and many other related reforms can unleash 
private sector demand for investment and con-
sumption, providing support to growth even in 
the near future. 

It is hoped that the combination of fis-
cal and financial reforms would boost produc-
tivity growth. Systematic urbanization would 
hold up infrastructure investment growth, and 
unleash the private investment power through 
easier access to funding for private companies.  
Deregulation would support for innovation.

Historically, unlike previous third ple-
nums, which mainly focused on economic is-
sues, this time Chinese leadership has pledged 
to deepen diversified reforms, with the general 
goal of developing socialism with Chinese 
characteristics and advancing modernization 
in the State governance system and gover-
nance capability.

C
hina's Communist Party (CPC) 
in 18th Central Committee 
“Third Plenum” announced di-
versified revolutionary reforms 
titled "Decision on Major Is-

sues Concerning Comprehensively Deepening 
Reforms". It covers 16 areas and 60 individual 
items. It is the new Chinese national character 
which created this new chapter in its socio-
economic prosperity. 

The reforms reflect China’s national de-
termination to remove all discriminations. To 
work for greater economic integration, social 
cohesion, political motivation and a giant leap 
toward market economy. It also covers the 
human aspects of the throat-cut competition 
considering laborers, workers and common 
people an asset to sustainable economic devel-
opment.  It is the blue-print of blue economy. 
It chalks out policies and means to achieve 
greater industrialization, investment, taxes and 
revenues.  It is above all the manifestation of 
people’s welfare.      

President Xi Jinping and Premier Li 
Keqiang, announced several effective policy 
measures in social policy, mainly to unify ru-
ral and urban social security systems and to 
abolish controversial labor camps. The setting 
up of the National Security Committee and the 
Central Leading Group on Reform indicates 
that the new leaders have a strategic vision to 
achieve the desired goals in the days to come. 

It consists of major economic reforms to 
provide equal playing field to local and for-
eign businessmen. It upholds the importance 
of foreign investment and announces new 
incentives/reforms for the local and interna-
tional investors in China. It intends to overhaul 
the economic and financial sectors. It speaks 

highly about the importance of social develop-
ment. It is all about welfare of the common 
people. It guarantees the environment and na-
ture. It stands for corporate social responsibil-
ity, transparency, accountability and rule of 
the law. It pinpoints the hurdles in the further 
strengthening of social security in the country. 
It is a systematic approach to establish corpo-
rate governance and generation of revenues 
to get rid of debts. The last but not the least, 
it is the engine of further socio-economic 
development, attracting foreign investment, 
resolution of labor shortages/disputes and tax 
reforms. It has national, regional and global 
socio-economic ramifications which could be 

witnessed in the markets of the United 
Arab Emirates, Bangkok, Brussels, 
Washington, London and Frankford 
in the days to come. One of the major 
economic multiplier effects would be 
tremendous increase in the bilateral 
trade volumes between China-GCC/
UAE, China-EU, China-Pakistan and 
of course China-US.      

Broadly speaking according to 
newly announced reforms, the Chinese 

leadership will streamline its efforts among 
the local, central and private sectors of the 
state to further develop interior and border cit-
ies. Through a coordinated effort the level of 
investment in those regions will be enhanced, 
while authorities will guide efforts to upgrade 
technology in industrial and agricultural pro-
duction according to each province’s com-
parative advantage. Scientific management of 
governance will be followed to achieve desired 
goals in the days to come. 

More focus will be given to service 
sector and transportation infrastructure. The 
logistic entities and the international connec-
tivity of hinterland cities in such regions will 
be enhanced through cooperation between the 
Chinese administrative authorities and both 
Chinese and foreign incentivized private in-
vestors. Nurturing of trade activities will be 
increased in order to achieve sustainable de-
velopment; ports and economic cooperation 
zones, therefore will also be opened to tourism 
and logistical investment in the country.

Third Plenum also pinpoints the impor-
tance of market economy claiming that mar-
ket access will be further developed for all 

Faiz Paracha

The Chinese leadership will streamline its efforts 
among the local, central and private sectors of the 
state to further develop interior and border cities. 

Third Plenum also pinpoints the importance of market 
economy claiming that market access will be further 

developed for all investors, including foreign ones.

Chinese 
Reforms
A gateway to 
Socio-Economic prosperity
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It is not just the Internet 
but what you do with it 
–as well as who and what 
kind of person you are.

T
he extraordinary popularity of 
interpersonal media, such as so-
cial network sites (SNSs), raises 
set of questions, in reference to 
the terrorist threats. The decision 

to suspend instant messaging and voice over 
Internet Protocol (VoIP) applications such as 
Skype, Whatsapp, Tango and Viber in Mohar-
ram adds to the overall impact of the threat. 
Unlike mass media content, SNS content is 
both produced by the media users and also 
features them as protagonists. I do not intend 
to write about the threat incumbent from the 
terrorists by their use of SNS. There are people 
who are doing a much better job at that. What 
we have to do is to analyze how exposure to 
social media content that centres around the 
users themselves and their identity, interests, 

and social connectivity affect subsequent per-
ceptions and behaviours?

Facebook, Viber, Tango and Whatsapp 
sites center on the profile, which for users is 
‘a representation of their selves to others. It is 
made with the intention of contacting or being 
contacted by others. Warnings about monitor-
ing the time spent on services like Facebook 
are oft given due to the steady increase in what 
some psychologists are calling Facebook Ad-
diction Disorder. It is when people are afraid to 
disconnect from social network sites because 
they think they are going to miss something 
important. The disorder, which is not a clini-
cal diagnosis yet and is not yet recognized by 
the broader medical community, is attracting 
widespread attention. 

Different generations use social media 

in different ways. While older groups may 
be using it to see and share pictures of family 
members or brag about their latest accomplish-
ments, younger generations are oft blamed to 
use it to gossip around. Gossip, people-curios-
ity and small talk, all of which are seemingly 
non-functional and are often popularly under-
stood as mere distraction or deviation, are in 
essence the human version of social grooming 
in primates. It is an activity that is essential 
to forging bonds, affirming relationships, 
displaying bonds, and asserting and learning 
about hierarchies and alliances. 

Dunbar suggests that our seemingly in-
satiable appetite for gossip is neither a random, 
irrelevant fact, nor simply a construction of a 
singular culture. While the particular forms 
of gossip are entangled in culturally shaped 

constructions. It ranges from celebrity gossip 
in our mediated mass culture to daily chatting 
around the village well in a peasant society. 
Gossip in general can be seen as a corollary of 
our disposition towards sociality, which inte-
grally involves figuring out where we and all 
others stand in relation to each other.

Social networking sites [SNS] replicate 
many of the functions of gossip or social groom-
ing: users display their own bonds and observe 
those of others through profile ‘friends’, leave 
semi-public messages for each other (which 
serve mainly as acknowledgement), present a 
public self for their community, and watch and 
participate as others engage in these activities 
in an interlocked dance of community forma-
tion. At their core, these sites are about mutual 
acknowledgement, status verification and re-
lationship confirmation. Much of the activity 
on an SNS can also be conceptualized as a 
form of presentation of the self, in the sense of 
Goffman “The Presentation of Self in Every-
day Life.”Dunbar's notion of social grooming 
and Goffman's concepts of the presentation of 
the self and impression management are com-
plementary aspects of the construction of the 
social self. It is through social interaction and 
socially embedded public or semi-public ac-
tion that we affirm our relations, construct our 
status and ultimately produce the social ‘me’ 
in the sense proposed by Mead.

Interestingly, non-users confessed to dis-
interest in and bafflement by social network-
ing activities. The same was demonstrated 
in the quantitative analysis. Non-users might 
understand why one might sit in a sidewalk 
café with a friend and chat, but not compre-
hend why one would spend hours there sim-
ply to watch people go by and observe how 
others interact among themselves. It was as if 
the non-users were people without a sense of 
smell, wondering why others buy expensive 
water with which to squirt themselves. Why 
waste so much money? People must like the 

shape of the bottle, they might imagine.
Students tend to use their real names and 

engage in high levels of self-disclosure, espe-
cially on Facebook. Facebook allows users to 
‘tag’ individuals on photographs uploaded to 
the site, which means identifying the person 
in the photograph and thereby linking the pic-
ture to that person's profile. It thus creates a 
searchable digital trail of a person's social ac-
tivities. All of this activity is framed by semi-
public comments people leave on each other's 
profiles – short salutations, humorous repartee 
and more. A profile on an SNS is not a static 
entity; rather, it is a locus of social interaction 
that evolves and changes to reflect various dy-
namics within social networks and communi-
ties.

Facebook profiles typically contain a 
mixture of self-generated content and other-
generated information posted by friends. In 
traditional face-to-face settings, self-presen-
tation has been generally operationalized as 
self-generated information. However, in the 
Facebook profile context, it can be argued that 
both self- and other-generated content posted 
on the profile constitute self-presentation. 
Profile owners, in fact, exercise a substantial 
amount of control over information contrib-
uted by friends, by monitoring and deleting 
it if they view it as undesirable and allowing 
only a select group of people to post on their 
profiles, typically those who have been invited 
to be Facebook “friends.” 

The highly controllable online self-
presentation has been dubbed selective self-
presentation, because it can be more aligned 
with self-presentational goals than its face-
to-face counterpart. Self-presentation in com-
puter-mediated communication is selective 
and Facebook users' motivation to craft self-
presentations may be honest but is desirable in 
order to impress the audience. This is consis-
tent with the claims that Facebook profiles are 
self-enhancing in the sense that they portray 

the self positively but leaves them vulnerable 
in other aspects.

Self –affirmation theory is predicated 
on the premise that people have a fundamen-
tal need for self-worth and self-integrity. They 
have the need for seeing themselves as good, 
appropriate, worthy, and valuable. This need 
is satisfied by pursuing activities that boost 
and protect the self. One such activity is self-
affirmation, or unconsciously attending to in-
formation in the environment that captures es-
sential aspects of the self-concept (i.e., social 
roles, meaningful personal relationships, val-
ues). Self-affirmation satisfies the fundamen-
tal need for self-worth because it reminds peo-
ple of who they are, what is important to them, 
and what makes them valuable. A notable side 
effect of self-affirmation is that it switches off 
other self-protective strategies (e.g., defence 
mechanisms); because self-affirmed individu-
als already feel secure in their self-worth and 
no longer need to boost it in other ways.

As the above analysis shows, Facebook 
profiles are self-affirming because they repre-
sent a flattering yet honest version of self. An 
added consideration is that Facebook profiles, 
by design, capture and visibly display social 
connectivity with friends and family. These 
personal relationships have been shown to be 
the most potent source of self-affirmation. Fol-
lowing exposure to this carefully crafted, opti-
mized version of self, Facebook users should 
experience a boost in state self-esteem.

As Internet access has become global, 
earlier concerns regarding a digital divide 
have mostly faded out. Yet looking at Internet 
use in a fine-grained manner, disaggregating 
specific modalities of practice, does reveal 
persistent divisions and differences. The spe-
cific character of Internet use by the terrorists 
can still influence violent outcomes, even after 
suspending a ban on social networking sites 
use. What is important and would be helpful 
when announcing social networking sites bans 
is to remember that it is not just the Internet 
but what you do with it –as well as who and 
what kind of person you are.

Mirror, mirror on my

wall
Dr. Fawad Kaiser
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On my way I saw hundreds of trucks 
being loaded with large logs of timber. It 
was a scene of a gold rush where everyone 
is making hey while the forests are green. I 
am not a forest expert but even i could see 
that fresh timber was being mixed with the 
old cut timber. Hundreds of trucks were 
filled with timber and small town of Sha-
tial appeared like Wagha border lined up 
with loads and loads of trucks loaded with 
timber. My kids who love movies like 
Avatar and Epic that preach loving nature 
and trees were horrified and shocked at 
the gravity of the crimes. For them cutting 
down a tree was killing a living creature. 
I mustered the courage and took as many 
snaps as I could on the way. 

According to some of the press 
reports in Pakistan, a notification has al-
lowed 1.6 million cubic feet of illegally 
cut timber to be released outside the ad-
ministrative unit after the imposition of a 
volume-based fine. The fines vary from 
Rs570 per cubic foot for fir trees to Rs700 
per cubic foot for deodar trees. According 
to the policy, the 2.078 million cubic feet 
of legally extracted timber can also be re-
leased. These million cubic feet translated 
to actual timber gets more in quantum if 
one measures it with the truck and defor-
estation it may create. The potential eco-
logical and environmental hazards it will 
bring will make the community perma-
nently exposed to vulnerable flash floods 
and other hazards. 

The Government of Pakistan must 
have taken this decision after professional 
and expert advice. There is an economic 
dimension of harvesting the forest. There 
must also be a forest work plan by the GB 
Forest department and of course we can 
see at least a dozen of forest check points 
on the KKH throughout the journey. The 
key question is if it is any benefit to the 
people of the GB and KPK who have been 
permanently deprived from their natural 
forests. We will not go into the debate of 
importance of forests for people of Paki-
stan. We all know that resource based con-
flicts are one of the worst conflicts of its 
nature. GiglitBaltistan is already under lot 
of sectarian divisive lines. Can it afford re-
source based conflicts of forests as well?

Interestingly the definition of a value 
of a tree is different for an urban Pakistani 
and a rural one. The rural one sees it either 
from the heat value i.e. how much warmth 
it can provide in the chilling winter of Ko-
histan or Diamer or in stumpage value i.e. 
in terms of money how much a square foot 
would garner in sale to a timber merchant 
minus all the costs. The merchant is least 
interested in the wood value chain as well 

as the end price it fetches once paneled in 
an elite drawing room of Islamabad. The 
urban logic is pretty simple; a wifi is far 
more a thing in need than a tree. If trees 
gave wifi signals, all the road medians 
of Islamabad, Lahore and Karachi would 
have been filled with huge trees, but they 
only give oxygen which is already avail-
able so it only is a subject of a philosophi-
cal or academic debate. 

The economic benefit of a healthy 
tree with respect to its oxygen producing 
capacity is roughly US Dollar Thirty Six 
Thousand (USD 36,000) per year, claims 
a report by NGO Delhi Greens. Their 
claim is based on the fact that an average 
adult at rest inhales 7-8 liters of air per 
minute which means about 11,000 liters of 
air per day. Of this, about 20% is oxygen 
and nearly 15% is exhaled. Therefore, a 
human consumes about 550 liters of pure 
oxygen per day. The market cost of 2.75 
liter oxygen cylinder is US Dollar 103. 

I am not a forest subject special-
ist but being a business graduate I feel 
that economics should beat economics.  
The stumpage value should be second 
to oxygen value. It may be idealistic but 
so far no one has come up to rescue the 
forests despite all the tall claims of sav-
ing the community and bio diversity. All 
the concepts of disaster risk reduction and 
conservation of animals whose habitat is 
forest have touched deaf ears. Let’s make 
a Pakistani animated movie after roaring 
success of burka clad women who fights 
for education on the theme of environment 
and ecology. I am sure the cartoonists and 
animators can easily draconize timber ma-
fia merchants as antiheroes and villains. I 
bet the movie could be a big success.

 

If trees gave 
wifi signals, 
all the road 
medians of 
Islamabad, 
Lahore and 

Karachi would 
have been 
filled with 
huge trees

The economic benefit 
of a healthy tree with 

respect to its oxygen 
producing capacity 

is roughly US Dollar 
Thirty Six Thousand 

(USD 36,000) per 
year

I 
have been fortunate or geographically 
advantaged of belonging to GilgitBal-
tistan. As part of every year summer 
journey I and my family make our an-
nual pilgrimage to the area of our an-

cestors. It gives a nice feeling of being home 
and sharing your memories of growing up in 
small towns with your metropolitan English 
speaking children. An annual opportunity 
of familiarizing your generation Z kids with 
mountains and drinking water from natural 
springs away from iPods and iPads and of 
course the wifi. 

Karakoram Highway known as KKH 

has been our main route. Every year we try 
our luck through the longer route of KKH 
Abbotabad,  Mansehra , Besham and Chilas. 
Chilas was not a well-known town sometimes 
before. It has recently gained its notoriety for 
sectarian killings of bus passengers’ enroute 
to GilgitBaltistan and an unfortunate recent 
event of killing of international mountaineer-
ing expedition team members at Nanga Parbat 
base camp.

Tourism which used to be the main 
source of employment has dwindled to zero. 
Chilas is always a destination to break the 
journey for a refreshing cup of tea. To my 

surprise I close to thirty (30) cars parked at 
Shangri-La Hotel Chilas. Shangri-La Hotel is 
a road side hotel facility which used to be a 
humming place for international tourists. On 
my inquiry I came to know that all the cars do 
not belong to any tourist company rather they 
are the timber merchants. The merchants of 
Chilas on the lines of merchant of Venice were 
there for their pound of flesh. To make bucks 
out of recent opportunity provided by former 
PM of Pakistan in March  2013 which were of 
course last few days of his stay in power, for 
making the best business out of the illegally 
cut timber. 

Timber MafiaThe antiheroes 
and villains of

Dr. Moin Uddin
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the reed which still needs to be woven into a 
three-dimensional basket.  The lowly pie chart 
is like a crust without a filling.  

Yahoo! sported a headline which was 
quite different than the one at CNN: "The 
Worst Jobs Report of the Year Just An-
nounced?" Here are a couple of snippets from 
their article:

"....low-wage-paying jobs accounted for 
most of the new jobs in the U.S. economy in 
October: 44,000 jobs were created in the retail 
trade, 53,000 jobs in the leisure and hospitality 
sector, and 15,000 jobs in health care. Com-
bined, these low-paying jobs made up 55% of 
all the jobs created in October!"

"The final troubling fact about the U.S. 
jobs market that no one wants to talk about is 
that in October, the civilian labor force (all 
workers in the U.S. economy) declined by 
720,000! The labor force participation rate 
declined by 0.4% and stood at 62.8%. This is 
troublesome at the very core; it shows less and 
less Americans are working."

Statistical news regarding national econ-
omy must always be converted to a three-di-
mensional product. So let's begin to weave the 
mathematical basket by adding one more ar-
ticle; this one put out by the Associated Press. 
The headline reads, "Share of Young U.S. 
Adults Who Move Hits Fifty-Year Low." 

"Generation Wait".  This is the coinage 
demographers use when examining the impact 
of the 2007-2009 recession.  The new 2013 
figures from the U.S. Census Bureau present 
us with troubling trends. Young adult Ameri-
cans are handcuffed to college debts and low-
paying jobs.  They are cordoned within the 
bedrooms of their childhood homes unable to 
afford a flight path free of parental subsidy. 
The mobility of our young adults has plum-
meted to a level which has not been seen in 
more than fifty years. Living in a state of sus-
pended animation sounds great for geriatric 
individuals awaiting a fountain of youth. But 
healthy young adults in their prime are better 
served with the verb "Run!"

Americans have gone from "The Great-
est Generation" to a 21st century alpha gen-
eration with a languishing waste of human 
potential. The end-point of this statistical 
basket of news squarely impacts down upon 
the shoulders of a bipedal upright mammal 
known as mankind.  There are times when all 
men must stoop to earn a wage. This is un-
derstandable. But the manner in which the job 
market is affecting sociometric outcomes for 
America’s young adults is disheartening. The 
blame for this waste of human potential lies 
firmly on the shoulders of our policymakers 
who scamper inside the Beltway. A primary 
task of governance is to bring all available 
forces together to create vibrant job markets 
which efficiently maximize human capital. 

Pondering the brevity of life, the average man 
has the potential for approximately 4 decades 
of productive labor after receiving a higher 
education.  The current statistics present the 
mathematical dilemma of college-educated 
graduates who are mired within a mirthless 
job market. This market is creating a decade of 
economic vapor for "Generation Wait".  I fear 
that the vapor may extend beyond the decade 
mark for more than a few.  The U.S. job mar-
ket today is a wasteland created by a combina-
tion of policy neglect and lack of guardianship 
over the rights of citizens.

High rates of joblessness combined with 
high rates of underemployment have a trickle 
-down effect within other markets. Perhaps the 
notion of family is considered quaint. But my 
personal conviction is unwavering. Stable het-
erosexual (nuclear) families are the guardians 
of the societal net and cultural mores. This 
micro-model governing unit also provides for 
the economic sustainability of a nation. Long 
before economists fell all over themselves 
discussing "sustainability", the Creator had 
already set His own sustainability program in 
motion.  Family!

The drive for young adult couples to 
marry is dependent on their ability to estab-
lish themselves as an autonomous family unit.  
Once established, a marriage then becomes 
an economic driver all on its own. The initial 
movement toward marital inter-dependence 
can open the door for future home ownership 
and purchases related to home maintenance.  

The establishment of a nest facilitates a goal 
of generational survival. The woman is able to 
transition into her role as a mother with greater 
ease when Maslow's hierarchy of needs is real-
ized. This role of motherhood is also courted 
by the marketplace in many subtle ways.  The 
growth and development of our progeny sus-
tains complete industries tailored to the per-
ceptions of the mother.  The examples are end-
less. But the point is the following:  A sluggish 
economy and job market are counterproduc-
tive to retaining a generationally strong nation. 
And generationally de-linked populations are 
less capable of investment in the economy. 
Overall sustainability collapses with the col-
lapse of the family unit. Simply stated, fami-
lies are the locus of consumption.

Social anthropologists present their own 
statistics regarding reasons for the decline of 
the traditional family unit. Divorce statistics 
cannot be ignored. Nor can statistics regarding 
the advent of single parenthood be discounted. 
But at the end of the day the greatest con-
cern must be reserved for "Generation Wait".  
These are the healthy young adults who are 
either unemployed or under-employed. They 
are delaying marriage and family because of a 
vaporific job market.

Low-wage-paying jobs accounted 
for most of the new jobs in the U.S. 

economy in October: 44,000 jobs were 
created in the retail trade, 53,000 jobs 

in the leisure and hospitality sector, 
and 15,000 jobs in health care. Looking beyond the 

geometric shapes

Tamera Swofford

M
y editor sent along a link and request for a report on the U.S. economy.  The 
link offered a trumpeting headline, "What shutdown? Job growth strong in 
October”. CNN functioned as one of many heralds for the latest release of 
the job growth statistics.  According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the 
U.S. economy added 204,000 jobs in October. This is well above expecta-

tions of economists.  The numbers were there for all to visualize, conveniently displayed with a 
bar graph. Dashing off a reply, I noted that the job statistics were most likely related to seasonal 
work in retail and the hospitality industries. So the chase was on....

My life is that of a mathematical dwarf.  That being said, I am diligent enough to look 
beyond the geometric shapes to locate the alternative story.  Essentially, bar graphs are like 

The initial movement toward marital inter-
dependence can open the door for future home 
ownership and purchases related to home 
maintenance. 
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C
ommercial diplomacy stands for further strengthening of 
economic integration, internationalizing and expanding 
across the border trade and above all stimulating bilateral 
economies. It is a new tool of engagement and creates 
trustworthy bilateral relations. It’s the mother of all di-

plomacies in the new arena of globalization 3.0. It is a symbol of eco-
nomic survival, an icon of joint ventures and one of the most important 
pillars of foreign policy in the world politics today. 

Most recently, Pakistan and United Arab Emirates (UAE) being 
strategic partners held 11th joint ministerial commission meeting in Is-
lamabad. UAE Foreign Minister H.E. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan visited Pakistan and met Prime Minister Mian Nawaz Sharif, 
President Mamnoon Hussain and Adviser on Foreign Affairs National 
Security Sartaj Aziz. The leaders discussed a wide range of matters 
relevant to trade and commerce, further enhancement of economic ties, 
prospects of FDIs and joint ventures. Both sides agreed to enhance 
bilateral economic cooperation and decided to establish Joint Trade 
Council to promote trade between the two countries.

The deliberations of the JMC were held in very cordial atmo-
sphere. There was commonality of views on whole range of bilateral 
political and economic matters of mutual interest. Both countries agreed 
that the political goodwill that exists between them must be translated 
into tangible economic gains. The two sides also decided to hold the 
first meeting of Joint Business Council (JBC) in the first quarter of 
2014 either in Pakistan or UAE as well agreed to appoint focal points to 
discuss establishment of joint committee for consular affairs. 

Addressing a joint news conference H.E. Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Zayed Al-Nahyan said there was huge potential to cooperate in the en-
ergy sector, especially the renewable energy in Pakistan. He added that 
UAE would be looking at ways and means to develop this sector in 
Pakistan. 

He said relations between the two countries were diverse, encom-
passing political, economic and cultural dimensions as well as people 
to people contacts. The UAE minister was appreciative of the role being 
played by 1.5 million Pakistanis in the development of his country. Re-
sponding to a question, he said the two countries had developed neces-
sary mechanism for implementation of understanding and agreements 
for cooperation in different fields.

He strongly motivated the audience saying the trade figures did 
not excite him much because the “ambition and potential” was much 
higher. He added that the UAE-Pakistan ties were not just about trade 
and were quite diverse. 

The UAE foreign minister was accompanied by ambassador of 
UAE to Pakistan, Essa Abdullah Al Basha Al Noaimi and senior of-
ficials of the UAE Embassy. 

Focal persons were appointed for cooperation in the shipping sec-
tor and a MoU was signed between the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission of Pakistan and Securities and Commodities Authority of the 
UAE.

Adviser on Foreign Affairs and National Security Sartaj Aziz was 
of the view that the two sides have decided to enhance their bilateral 

trade and investment.  He said that “tangible economic gains” had set 
the stage for expanding the relationship. 

Earlier, the two leaders co-chaired the 11th session of the Joint 
Ministerial Commission (JMC) which concluded on Thursday. Sar-
taj Aziz said convergences on mutually beneficial subjects of the two 
countries were far more than the so-called irritants. The two also ex-
pressed satisfaction over the implementation of decisions taken in the 
previous JMC.

Main Areas of Joint Ministerial Commission 

The advisor expressed satisfaction that bilateral trade between the 
two countries has crossed $10 billion mark and the UAE has become 
the largest trading partner of Pakistan. Responding to a question, Aziz 
said the Joint Business Council will have its first session in the first 
quarter of the next year.

Meanwhile, President Mamnoon Hussain emphasized the need 
for transforming the existing close and cordial relationship between 
Pakistan and UAE into a strong trade and economic partnership to the 
mutual benefit of the people of the two countries. 

The president expressed satisfaction that the bilateral trade be-
tween the two sides has increased significantly and said that Pakistan 
was keen to further strengthen and diversify bilateral cooperation in all 
fields, particularly trade and commerce. 

Discussing Pak-UAE bilateral relations, President Mamnoon said 
both countries share           deep-rooted, close and fraternal relations. 
He said the two countries are bound by common faith and cultural af-
finities. 

He said that early conclusion of Pakistan’s a free trade agreement 
with the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) will further boost Pakistan-
UAE bilateral trade on one hand and would pave the way for increased 
commercial activity between Pakistan and the Gulf countries on the 
other. The President appreciated UAE’s support to Pakistan’s efforts in 

conclusion of FTA with the GCC. 
In his meeting with the UAE foreign minister, Prime Minister 

Nawaz Sharif said that Pakistan attached special importance to its re-
lations with the United Arab Emirates. He said the UAE also hosts a 
large Pakistani community which is making positive contribution to the 
development of UAE and is sending remittances supporting Pakistan’s 
economy as well.  

After the official visit of the UAE Foreign Minister H.E. Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al-Nahyan, hopes are high for the further strength-
ening of bilateral relations in terms of trade and commerce, greater eco-
nomic integration, cooperation in the fields of energy, renewables, ship-
ping, service sector and the last but not the least, security. Keeping in 
view the emerging socio-economic, geo-political and geo-strategic ir-
ritants in the region and especially in the MENA, further consolidation 
of bilateral relations and continuous consultations at the highest levels 
are must to impasse all the red-lines in order to achieve a progressive, 
productive and  prosper future. 

The foundation of trust worthy bilateral relations between Paki-
stan and the UAE was laid by the founder of modern UAE, late Sheikh 
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan. It was further strengthened by the Presi-
dent His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan.  

UAE has been a major donor of economic assistance to Pakistan. 
It has been appreciative of Pakistan's contribution to the evolution of 
key institutions in the Emirates such as armed forces, police, health and 
education, and has reciprocated in the same friendly manner to the full 
satisfaction of Pakistan.

The UAE has emerged as one of Pakistan's major economic and 
trading partners. Pakistan remained one of the biggest recipients of 
UAE aid in the wake different earthquakes, IDP’s of Swat and recent 
flood devastations. UAE also extended its financial assistance for Paki-
stan’s development projects and meet budgetary deficits. It is a major 
investor in Pakistan’s key sectors like oil and gas, telecommunications, 
real estate, aviation, banking and energy.

According to official figures, trade between the two countries 
is on the rise and it surpassed $US 10 billion during 2012-2013. The 
following table shows the volumes of bilateral trade between the two 
countries.

Source: SBP & BOI (2013)

The above table show the balance of trade towards UAE which 
should be gradually rectified by changing our trade priorities and pref-
erences with the help of better commercial diplomacy.   

Main Exchange of Commodities 
UAE is the biggest re-exporter of many edible commodities. Its 

service sector provides each and every possible facility to increase the 
volumes of imports-exports.  

Pakistan (Exports)  UAE  
Nylon textiles, meat, silk and wool, rice, cotton, crochet -
dye, textile -treatment requirements of fabrics and 
clothes, towels, marble and surgical instruments  

Petroleum, petrochemical products, iron ore, scrap -
plastics, chemical products, non -ferrous meta ls-
machines, spare parts of cars, ships and boats. 

 

Pak-UAE 
Commercial 
Diplomacy

The bond beyond brotherhood

Mehmood Ul Hassan Khan

Different Sessions  Details  
Trade & commerce,  
investment and  
bilateral trade 

Both brotherly countries agreed to further 
enhance the volumes of bilateral trade, 
inflows of FDI and joint ventures. 

Holding of the Pak -
UAE Joint Business 
Council meeting 

It was decided to hold it in the next year.   

Status of FTA with 
GCC Countries 

The government of Pakistan requested to gain 
the FTA status with GCC where UAE is an 
important country.  

Finance & Banking UAE banking system is strong, stable and 
sustainable. The government of Pakistan 
needs further enhancing of finance & banking 
cooperation for the best of its economy and 
production channels.   

Energy Sector  Loan for Neelum Jehlum Hydro Project for 
$200 Million and investment of Oil & Gas 
Sector in Pakistan were thoroughly discussed.  

Education UAE is now the hub of higher education due 
to which avenues were explored in this field.  

Manpower, Visas  The exports of manpower and relaxation of 
visa management were also discussed and the 
UAE side promised to resolve these issues. 

Security Both sides shared commonalities on the 
regional and global security issues.   

Science & Health 
Sectors  

UAE has become icon of science and health 
sectors. The government of Pakistan requested 
further extending of mutual cooperation.  

Civil Aviation, Port  
& Shipping  

UAE has become ideal destination of tourism, 
hospitality. Its civil aviation sector is leading 
the regional as well as the globe. Its port & 
shipping sector has the ability to shake the 
GCC and MENA. Prospects of mutual 
cooperation in these se ctors were thoroughly 
discussed.  

 

Year Exports Imports Total Trade Volume  Trade Balance Pakistans Exports  (US $ Million) 
2006-07 1,392.50 3,280.40 4,672.90 (1,887.9)  
2007-08 2,070.95 4,985.30 7,056.25 (2,914.35)  
2008-09 1,469.90 4,399.62 5,869.52 (2,929.72)  
2009-10 1,720.41 4,781.84 6,502.25 (3,061.43)  
2010-11 1,855.18 5,812.01 7,667.19 (3,956.83)  
2011-12 1,891.45 6,350.894 8,242.346 (4,459.442)  
 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS



DEC 2013 32 http://www.economicaffairs.com.pk DEC 201333http://www.economicaffairs.com.pk

The major investor
Foreign direct investment (FDIs) is crucial for economic survival 

and industrial production. It is the effective tool for job generation and 
value addition. According to the data of SBP and Board of Investment 
(BOI), the UAE is the biggest investors in Pakistan. Its collective in-
vestment in the country has reached to $US 21 billion in 2012-2013. 
The major proportions of the UAE investments (private & public) came 
from banking, telecommunication, information technology, ICT, elec-
tronics, real estate, agricultural and corporate farming.  

UAE in the private Sector 
A large numbers of UAE based private companies are actively 

participating in the socio-economic prosperity of Pakistan. These have 

already elevated the levels of production, service and value-addition. 
The table shows stats that reiterate a better working relationship as need 
of the hour:

During 2013, Dexterite a UAE-based company signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU) with the Board of Investment (BOI). 
The MoU would help in distribution system of electricity and this firm 
would work out as to what investment was required in distribution com-
panies and what kind of assistance they could provide to distribution 
companies in Pakistan.

Prospective Joint ventures 

Source: Different research journals & newspapers 

Worker Remittances
In the times of constant national budgetary deficits, a worker re-

mittance is the hope of the last resort. According to latest report of the 
SBP (November, 2013) overseas Pakistani workers remitted an amount 
of $5,275.61 million in the first four months July to October of the 
current fiscal 2013-14 (FY14), showing a growth of 6.27 percent when 
compared with $4,964.21 million received during the same period of 
last fiscal year July-October FY13.

Every year, the 1.2 million Pakistanis working in the UAE send 
the valuable remittances reaching to $2.5 billion.

UAE thus has the largest number of Pakistani worker globally 
and the number is on the rise. 

The bond between Pakistan and the UAE is beyond trade and 
commerce. It is based on brotherly notions and ought to stay that way 
for decades to come.

Sectors UAE Private companies  Multiplier Effects  
Telecommunication Etisalat, Warid, Wateen and U -phone Pakistan experiences the connectivity 

revolution. Telecommunication sector 
is one of the biggest sectors for job 
creation, revenue and service in the 
country. 

Banking           Bank Al Falah under Abu Dhabi Group, Dubai 
Islamic Bank, Emirates Global Islamic Bank  

SBP has already appreciated the role of 
UAE banks working in the country 
which are the benchmark of service, 
delivery and finances esp ecially the 
consumers.   

Real Estate           Emaar Properties Group, Al -Ghurair Giga and 
Al Habtour Trading Enterprises, Bahria 
Emirates, DAMAC and Al -Ghuran 

UAE companies are game changer s, 
providing the best quality of service 
and execution. 

Airlines Etihad Airways , Emirates Airlines  and 
FlyDubai 

The introduction of UAE airliners in 
the country has made international 
journey a remarkable experience. It has 
introduced a healthy competition. 
Etihad Airways and Emirates Airlines 
are the two most popula r airlines in the 
country.   

Insurance   Al-Falah Insurance Company, Emirates 
Investment Group, Takaful Pakistan Limited  

Insurance industry in the country 
benefited from the international 
exposure of the UAE insurance 
companies.  

 

Different Fields  Details  
Petroleum and petroleum products The import bill of Pakistan is always on the higher side due to its heavy 

reliance of oil. Prospects are high to take initiative in this sector.  
Aluminum products  Construction boom in the GCC and UAE would brighten the chances of 

mutual cooperation.  
Agriculture (horticulture, corporate 
agricultural farming, dairy farming 
and livestock) 

Food energy is one of the main issues of the UAE economic diversification 
policy. Pakistan may assist its brotherly country. Even now many private 
firms of the UAE are investing in the high protein cattle food name d Alpha 
in Pakistan.   

Islamic Banking  UAE and especially has become regional and global hub of Islamic 
Economy. Policy measures must be taken to excel in this field.  

Construction  Prefabricated houses and affordable low income houses are the basic 
requirement in the country.   

Energy  Pakistan is an energy deficit country which has already damaged our socio -
economic fabric. Chances are very high in the energy cooperation 
especially in alternate energy i.e. solar and wind. Masdar would be  a game 
changer.     

 

T
here is no doubt that Americans 
would be shocked beyond belief 
had this been occurring in any 
other country. A sentence of life 
imprisonment, without any pos-

sibility of parole for crimes which are dispro-
portionate to say the least to the sentence and 
punishment rendered. Life without parole for 
selling LSD at a concert, for siphoning gas 
from a truck and for writing a bad cheque are 
just some examples of such crimes which have 
rendered sentences which are impossible to 
comprehend on logical levels.

These events are just not out of the blue. 
This is occurring every day in federal and 
state courts in the United States. Judges, being 
bound by mandatory sentencing laws that they 
themselves are openly against, are sending 

people away to prison without parole for non-
violent drug and property crimes. Statistics 
show that in about 20% of the cases, it was the 
person’s first offense.

According to the American Civil Lib-
erties Union (the ACLU), as of 2012, 3,278 
people were sentenced for such crimes. This 
number however does not include sentences 
such as serving 350 years for the nonviolent 
sale of drugs. Nor does it include crimes which 
are legally defined as “violent” even they are 
in reality not so, such as attempting to steal an 
unoccupied car.

This report is based on data from the 
federal court system and nine states. In many 
of these cases, the judge had no choice but to 
issue such harsh sentences as federal or state 
law mandated a sentence

without parole. At times the justice sys-
tem cannot pursue with a milder sentence even 
if it feels right.

This has caused over the past four de-
cades for the American prison population to 
reach over two million people, making this 
the highest incarceration rate in the world. It 
has given rise to yet another problem: the ra-
cial disparity in federal prisons. Blacks are 20 
times more likely than whites to be sentenced 
to life without parole for nonviolent crimes.

The ACLU report also states that the 

cost of imprisoning these 3,278 people comes 
with a price tag of $1.78 billion.

Some states are attempting to decrease 
this mass incarceration rate and Congress has 
been considering two non-partisan bills which 
would allow judges to issue more logical and 
appropriate sentences unbound by mandatory 
minimums but there is still a long way to go.

Only one-fifth of all countries allow life 
sentences without parole and even then, most 
of these countries reserve it for crimes such as 
murder and repeated violent crimes.

These statistics and occurrences make 
it extremely difficult to fathom how the term 
“civilized” can be applied to the legal and jus-
tice system in the United States. Such cruel 
practices have been proven ineffective and 
thus have no place in an industrialized, demo-
cratic system.

 It is high time for the United States to 
look within itself to correct such cruel and un-
usual punishment.

It seems to me that an unjust law is no law at all. 
----Sainte Augustine

Unjust prison sentences 
in the US: No way out

Sabria Chowdhury BallandThe writer is a research scholar, specializes in geo-political 
issues of the GCC, CIs and South East Asia. He has keen interests in 
cross cultural dialogue and conflict resolution

PERSPECTIVE

The writer is an English and French 
professor and columnist residiing in the 
USA and France. She can be reached at 
scballand@gmail.com



DEC 2013 34 http://www.economicaffairs.com.pk

T
he saga of mismanagement con-
tinues in the ongoing projects of 
America’s leading donor agency 
United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID), 

as the undercover watchdog body, Office of 
Inspector General (OIG), detected the man-
agement loopholes in the functioning of $89.3 
million project implemented by Agri-business 
Support Fund (ASF). Lahore based local non-
governmental organization ASF, which was 
recently awarded $89.3 million agri-business 
project funded by USAID, failed to achieve its 
goals including the creation jobs and facilitat-
ing broad based economic growth in Pakistan. 

OIG, in the audit of the project, found 
that ASF failed to achieve the main goals of 
the millions of dollars project including creat-
ing jobs and facilitating broad-based economic 
growth in Pakistan. Interestingly, despite the 
fact that ASF had limited experience in man-
aging such a project, USAID awarded the mil-
lion dollar projects to its implementation part-
ner, which awarded grants to sub-recipients 
and beneficiaries on the basis of nepotism. In 
November 2011, USAID awarded a 5-year, 
$89.3 million sole-source (or noncompetitive 
bid) cooperative agreement to ASF, to carry 
out the Project. Under this agreement, ASF 
awarded a $5.3 million sub-agreement to Citi-
zens Network for Foreign Affairs (CNFA), a 
U.S.-based international organization, to 

provide technical assistance and services. As 
of December 2012, USAID had obligated ap-
proximately $27.3 million and spent $7.8 mil-
lion for the project. When the NGO received 
the award, it did not have procurement and 
finance policies that complied with USAID 
regulations; so the entire first year was wasted 
in developing manuals, designing and imple-
menting activities and developing work plans. 
No system was developed to monitor and track 
jobs created. 

According to Automated Directives 
System (ADS) 303.3.9, “Pre-award Responsi-
bility Determination,” states that before mak-
ing an award, the agreement officer should be 
satisfied that the applicant could perform the 
award in compliance with USAID regulations. 
However, violating its own directives system, 
it awarded the project to ASF despite knowing 
the fact that the implementation partner had 
not enough experience to handle the project 
goals. OIG during audit job observed that con-
trary to ADS 303.3.9, USAID did not take the 
necessary steps to make sure ASF had the ca-
pacity to manage funds responsibly. It did not 
correct deficiencies that it agreed to fix within 
a certain time frame. 

ASF, instead of following the policy to 
maintain the gender balance, hired the services 
of 85 percent male staff in the organization to 
facilitate the favorites, while the remaining 
15% female staff worked under stress due to 
imbalance in hiring proportion. Surprisingly, 
most of the ASF team members belonged to 
Khyber Pakhtunkhawa, who established their 
own writ in the organization and tried to avoid 
any hiring from other provinces. It could also 
be judged by OIG observations that In January 
2011 the first pre-award assessment identified 
significant weaknesses in governance, internal 
controls, accounting, financial management, 
human resource management, procurement, 
information technology and agri-business 
operations, which were improved after nine 
months of pre-assessment. According to the 

negotiation memorandum between USAID 
and ASF, ASF agreed to install an integrated 
management information system 6 months 
after receiving the first disbursement for the 
project. In March 2012 ASF received the first 
disbursement; however, as of March 2013—12 
months later—it had not installed the system. 

According to ASF officials, the infor-
mation system will not be ready until October 
2013. USAID officials said that during imple-
mentation they realized ASF did not have much 
experience making grants and that it was not 
aware of the Agency’s standards. In addition, 
mission officials maintained that the staff did 
not have the capacity to prepare environmental 
assessment forms, which were required at the 
time of the audit. It was also disclosed that as 
of February 2013, ASF received deposits from 
107 grantees totaling approximately $11,000. 
The non-refundable application fees were non 
refundable and were not recorded as income.

The OIG audit report is available with 
USAID website with a detailed review of the 
facts mentioned above.

as ASF gets $89.3m in Funds
OIG smells rat
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A
li Hilayo a 45 year old fish-
erman has been fishing since 
childhood. His parents did the 
same so did his grandparents. 
But the increasing pollution 

and reduced fish stock at Keenjhar Lake made 
him turn to hunting migratory birds during 
winter season. 

The important Keenjhar Lake eco-
system supports a rich biological diversity. 
The Lake is situated in Thatta District, Sindh, 
Pakistan. It is at a distance of 122 km from 
Karachi. Being situated along the Indus fly-
way, the lake has been an important breeding, 
staging and wintering ground for a wide array 
of waterfowls. Along with common species of 
mammals, there are reptiles that include Indian 
cobra, Saw-scaled viper and Monitor lizards. 
During a recent survey 48 different fish spe-
cies were recorded from Keenjhar Lake. 

Ali Hilayo realized “only hunting of 
birds would not be resilient as food and liveli-
hoods of his family”. He started to entertain 
visitors at Keenjhar Lake with speed boat and 
in a short time number of his speed boats in-
creased from one to four setting an example 
for other fishermen. A shift in occupation 
enabled other community members to think 

of the alternative of livelihoods rather than 
practicing illegal or unfriendly environmental 
activities such as hunting of migratory birds, 
mammals, stone extraction, and using zero 
size nets for fishing. 

Soon after, Livelihoods concern brought 
fishermen and women together under one roof 
for discussing the alternative livelihoods led 
by Mr. Ali Hilayo. Almost all the development 
plans were male focused, because; due to cul-
tural barriers, women of the community were 
not allowed to be engaged in outdoor activities 
for livelihoods; however, women themselves 
brought an idea to setup an eco-fish outlet at 
Keenjhar Lake, since they are expert in fish 
recipes and can prepare the order at household 
level collectively and send to outlet where lo-
cal fish dishes would be served to visitors. 

It was the first time, women and men 
collectively thought something different from 
traditional embroidery or some stitching work. 
The idea was appreciated very much because, 
it was empowering women practicing culture 
and promoting importance of Keenjhar Lake. 

With the support of WWF-Pakistan’s 
Indus for All Programme, the Eco-Fish outlet 
was constructed and equipped with all facili-
ties. Very soon, it becomes famous and attracts 
attention of visitors at Lake. Mr. Ali told; “It 
earns about 1 million approximately in every 
season (May to August) since last four years.” 

Other fishermen at Picnic Point of Keen-
jhar Lake expressed; “In beginning, we all 
were not considering the eco-fish outlet as an 
option of alternative livelihood, but a group of 
20 women in the leadership of Mr. Ali proved 
they can earn 12000 rupees approximately per 
month by cooking for few hours at their home. 

We appreciate the efforts and contribution 
of women for securing food of their families 
since the lake is steadily becoming dumping 
site of liter, unsafe chemicals of Kotri SITE 
area.” 

A group of women collectively expressed 
“We are thankful to WWF for supporting us, 
today we can earn to feed our families at our 
own. This also helped our families not to mi-
grate from Keenjhar to somewhere else”. They 
felt very sorry; due to limited skills of mar-
keting and entrepreneurships otherwise, local 
eco-fish outlets could be started at every town 
or big city such as Karachi and Hyderabad. 

Mr. Ali and group of 20 women are con-
tributing greatly for conservation of the Keen-
jhar Lake and securing food for their families. 
The Eco-Fish outlet has become sustainable 
and today they are working at their own. Re-
flecting his emotions, Mr. Hilayo expressed 
and asked “If a very small initiative of WWF 
can contribute to save the livelihoods of 20-30 
families, why our Government policies have 
failed to save this Lake?”

Mr. Ali and a group of women were 
requesting their elected representatives, Gov-
ernment official and Water Board Karachi for 
extending their sincere efforts for the devel-
opment and conservation of Keenjhar Lake. 
Because; this is not only the matter of water 
storage for Karachi but 50 villages having 
approximately 70’000 populations are living 
around the second largest fresh water lake in 
Pakistan and it is an important Ramser Site, 
Wetland and Wildlife Sanctuary. 
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O
n a warm day in Washington 
this fall, President Barack 
Obama and Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu hud-
dled in the White House, each 

flanked by a handful of top advisers, includ-
ing Vice President Joe Biden. Just three days 
earlier, Obama had held an historic phone call 
with Iran’s new President Hassan Rouhani, the 
leader of a country Israel sees as a threat to its 
very existence.

In the confines of 1600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue on Sept. 30, just after the high Jewish 
holidays, Obama revealed to Netanyahu that 
his administration had been engaged in secret, 
high-level diplomatic talks with the mortal 
enemy of the Jewish state. Netanyahu’s im-
mediate public reaction betrayed no surprise, 
but a day later he launched a full-frontal attack 
on Iran, delivering a blistering speech at the 
U.N. General Assembly in which he said the 
Islamic republic was bent on Israel’s destruc-
tion and accused Rouhani of being a “wolf in 
sheep’s clothing.”

The White House meeting had been 
scheduled for about an hour, but continued on 
for 30 more minutes, leaving American and 
Israeli journalists crowded onto the portico 
outside the Oval Office to speculate about the 
discussions underway inside. The two men 
had and still have an uneasy relationship and 
each blames the other for inconclusive results 
in the Israeli-Palestinian peace process. Yet In 
statements after the meeting, both leaders tried 
to display unity rather than airing their differ-
ences on Iran in public.

Israeli media reports now suggest that 
Israel’s intelligence services were already 
aware of Obama’s clandestine outreach to 
Iran, which had begun some seven months 
earlier, but senior U.S. officials have told The 
Associated Press that this was the first time 
America’s closest Mideast ally had been for-
mally notified that it was underway. In fact, at 
that point, and at Obama’s personal direction, 
senior U.S. officials had met three times with 
Iranian officials in a high-stakes bid to address 
concerns about the country’s nuclear program 
and explore possibilities for improved ties. 

Israel, Netanyahu has said, fundamentally dis-
agrees with the administration’s tactics.

On Sunday, just hours after Netanyahu 
denounced as a “historic mistake” an agree-
ment forged between world powers and Iran to 
come clean about its nuclear program, Obama 
called the Israeli leader to reassure him of his 
vow not to allow Iran to develop a nuclear 
weapon. Netanyahu again expressed his un-
ease and was unconvinced. He urged the West 
to reconsider.

The two sides agreed to stay in close 
touch about their ultimate goal: to rid Iran of 
the threat of nuclear weapons.

And Obama is not apologizing.
Before Rouhani’s election, while for-

mer Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
was in power, a tense U.S.-Iran relationship 
seemed unavoidable.

But Obama was determined to test that. 
In March, a small hand-picked group of offi-
cials led by Deputy Secretary of State William 
Burns and Jake Sullivan, Biden’s top foreign 
policy adviser, boarded a military plane for 
Oman to meet Iranian counterparts.

Their travel plans were not on any pub-
lic itineraries. No reception greeted them as 
they landed.

It was at this first high-level gathering 
at a secure location in the Omani capital of 
Muscat, famous for its marketplace filled with 
frankincense and myrrh that the Obama ad-
ministration began laying the groundwork for 
this weekend’s historic nuclear pact between 

world powers and Iran, The Associated Press 
has learned.

The AP has learned that at least five 
secret meetings have occurred between top 
Obama administration and Iranian officials 
since March.

Burns and Sullivan led each U.S. delega-
tion. At the most recent face-to-face talks, they 
were joined by chief U.S. nuclear negotiator 
Wendy Sherman.

It was at the final get-together that the 
two sides ultimately agreed on the contours of 
the pact signed before dawn Sunday by the so-
called P5+1 group of nations and Iran, three 
senior administration officials told the AP. All 
officials spoke on condition of anonymity be-
cause they weren’t authorized to be quoted by 
name talking about the sensitive diplomacy.

The Geneva deal provides Iran with 
about $7 billion in relief from international 
sanctions in exchange for Iranian curbs on 
uranium enrichment and other nuclear activ-
ity. All parties pledged to work toward a final 
accord next year that would remove remaining 
suspicions in the West that Tehran is trying to 
assemble an atomic weapons arsenal.

Iran insists its nuclear interest is only 
in peaceful energy production and medical 
research. The U.S. and Israel have regularly 
threatened military action if they believe Iran 
is about to develop a nuclear weapon.

While the agreement early Sunday 
-- late Saturday in Washington -- was con-
cluded to great fanfare and global attention, 

with Secretary of State John Kerry joining fel-
low foreign ministers in signing the deal and 
Obama then presenting it to the nation in a 
televised White House address, the path there 
couldn’t have been more secret.

With low expectations, mid-level Amer-
ican officials began in 2011 meeting their Ira-
nian counterparts in Muscat, one of the Arab 
world’s most tranquil if overlooked metropo-
lises. The process was guided by Sultan Qa-
boos, Oman’s diminutive but wily monarch, 
who has cultivated decades of good relations 
with the United States and his region’s two ri-
vals: Sunni-controlled Saudi Arabia and Shia-
dominated Iran.

Expectations were kept low for the initial 
U.S.-Iranian discussions. The officials skirted 
the big issues and focused primarily on the 
logistics for setting up higher-level talks. For 
the U.S., the big question was whether Iran’s 
leaders would be willing to secretly negotiate 
matters of substance with a country they call 
the “Great Satan.”

The private talks were also a gamble for 
the United States, which cut off diplomatic ties 
with Iran in 1979 after the Islamic Revolution 
and the taking of 52 American hostages held 
for 444 days after rebels stormed the U.S. Em-
bassy in Tehran. To this day the State Depart-
ment considers Iran the biggest state supporter 
of terrorism in the world.

When Obama decided to send Burns and 
Sullivan to Oman, Iran was still being gov-
erned by Ahmadinejad, whose inflammatory 
rhetoric severely worsened the Islamic repub-
lic’s relations with the West.

Ahmadinejad’s contested re-election 
early in Obama’s presidency, followed by the 
violent Iranian crackdown on pro-reform pro-
testers, had already severely tested the Ameri-
can leader’s inauguration pledge to reach out 
to America’s enemies.

The goal on the American side, the U.S. 
officials said, was simply to see if the U.S. and 
Iran could successfully arrange a process for 
continued bilateral talks -- a low bar that un-
derscored the sour state of relations between 
the two nations.

Burns and Sullivan were accompanied 
in Muscat by National Security Council aide 
Puneet Talwar and four other officials. The se-
nior administration officials who spoke to the 
AP would not identify whom the delegation 
met with, but characterized the Iranian attend-
ees as career diplomats, national security aides 
and experts on the nuclear issue who were 
likely to remain key players after the country’s 
summer elections.

Occurring just days after the U.S. and 
the other powers opened up a new round of 
nuclear talks with Iran in Almaty, Kazakh-
stan, the U.S. officials achieved some modest 
progress. They understood that the Iranians in 

Muscat at least had some authority to negoti-
ate from Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who has fi-
nal say on the nuclear program and many other 
big Iranian issues.

Beyond nuclear issues, the officials said 
the U.S. team at the March meeting also raised 
concerns about Iranian involvement in Syria, 
Tehran’s threats to close the strategically 
important Strait of Hormuz and the status of 
Robert Levinson, a missing former FBI agent 
who the U.S. believes was abducted in Iran, as 
well as two other Americans detained in the 
country.

Rouhani’s June election to Iran’s presi-
dency, on a platform of easing the sanctions 
crippling Iran’s economy and stated willing-
ness to engage with the West, gave a new 
spark to the U.S. effort, the officials said.

Two secret meetings were organized im-
mediately after Rouhani took office in August, 
with the specific goal of advancing the stalled 
nuclear talks with world powers. Another pair 
of meetings took place in October.

The Iranian delegation was a mix of 
officials the Americans had met in March in 
Oman and others who were new to the talks, 
administration officials said. All of the Irani-
ans were fluent English speakers.

The meetings encompassed multiple lo-
cations and U.S. officials would not confirm 
the exact spots, saying they did not want to 
jeopardize their ability to use the same venues 
in the future. At least some of the talks contin-
ued to take place in Oman.

The private meetings coincided with a 
public easing of U.S.-Iranian discord. In early 
August, Obama sent Rouhani a letter congratu-
lating him on his election. The Iranian leader’s 
response was viewed positively by the White 
House, which quickly laid the groundwork for 
the additional secret talks. The U.S. officials 
said they were convinced the outreach had the 
blessing of Ayatollah Khamenei, but would 
not elaborate.

As negotiators worked behind the 
scenes, speculation swirled over a possible 
meeting between Obama and Rouhani on the 
sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly in 
September, which both attended. Burns and 
Sullivan sought to arrange face-to-face talks, 
but the meeting never happened largely due to 
Iranian concerns, the officials said. Two days 
later, though, Obama and Rouhani spoke by 
phone - the first direct contact between a U.S. 
and Iranian leader in more than 30 years.

It was only after that Obama-Rouhani 
phone call that the U.S. began informing allies 
of the secret talks with Iran, the U.S. officials 
said.

Burns and Sullivan continued their ef-
forts behind the scenes at this month’s larger 
formal negotiations between world powers 
and Iran in Geneva, though the State Depart-
ment went to great lengths to conceal their in-
volvement.

Their names were left off of the official 
delegation list. They were housed at a different 
hotel than the rest of the U.S. delegation, used 
back entrances to come and go from meeting 
venues and were whisked into negotiating ses-
sions from service elevators or unused corri-
dors only after photographers left.

Congress hasn’t been notified in detail 
about the secret diplomacy. That could also 
pose a challenge for Obama, who has been 
waging a tense battle with Republicans and 
Democrats alike to prevent them from enact-
ing new sanctions against Iran at the same time 
he has been offering Tehran some relief.

Several lawmakers from both parties 
openly scoffed Sunday at the terms of the deal 
between world powers and Iran. And in a re-
flection of the primary role played by his ad-
ministration, some already are referring to the 
end result as Obama’s agreement. None said 
they had been briefed on the secret talks.

(Courtesy Associated Press)

How a series of secret meetings between U.S. and Iran led to historic agreement
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