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4OCT 2013

International terrorism became a prominent tool in political agendas in the 
late 1960s. A major act of international terrorism occurred on September 
11, 2001 in a set of coordinated attacks on the United States.

The US has made the “War on Terror” the centerpiece of its global 
strategy since the attacks on the Pentagon and World Trade Centre. It has pro-
claimed leadership of a worldwide alliance to exterminate the scourge of ter-
rorism. But whatever the motives, the act of war, be it an offence, or an act of 
defence comes at an economic and social cost. There is more than some truth 
to the fact that often terrorism is rooted in social and economic deprivation. In 
the immediate aftermath of the American invasion of Afghanistan in 2001, Al-
Qaeda and the Afghan Taliban sought refuge in the Pakistani tribal belt due to 
the porous international border and started offering resistance to US forces from 
safe sanctuaries. Socioeconomic and politico-religious conditions in the tribal 
region also favored these militants.

The world is currently confronting terrorism in its different manifestations. 
After 9/11, terrorism has abruptly changed the socio-economic and geopolitical 
situation of the world. Pakistan is also facing the menace of terrorism which 
is eroding the country’s social structure, economic development and political 
system. Acts of terror are threatening law and order conditions, violating human 
rights, damaging basic infrastructure and killing economic opportunities.

In the post-9/11 scenario, effectively checking political violence and ter-
rorism in Pakistan through preventive legal measures remains a challenge at 
both the state and local levels. The immediate costs of terrorist acts are loss 
of human lives, destruction of property and infrastructure and curtailment of 
short-term and eventually, long-term economic activity. Additionally, terrorism 
creates uncertainty, reduces confidence and increases risk perception, leading to 
lower investment and weak economic growth. According to official estimates, 
Pakistan has suffered a loss of around $35 to $40 billion since 2001-02 due to 
the war on terror. Its economic growth came to a near halt at around 2% in fiscal 
year 2009, not only as a result of the global financial crisis, but also because of 
internal issues.

The war on terror and rehabilitation of internally displaced persons con-
sumed a big chunk of the government’s financial resources, widening the fis-
cal deficit and halting economic growth. According to experts in international 
economics, the soft image of a country is like a cashable commodity, as it is an 
important source of attracting foreign direct investment. FDI fell to $463 mil-
lion in the first quarter against $1.116 billion during the same period the previ-
ous year, a decline of 58.5%.

Pakistan’s response on 9/11 to fight against war on terror as a frontline 
state has weakened both the current economy and its future economic prospects. 
And that legacy of economic weakness — combined with the erosion of the 
credibility of our military power and of our "soft power" — has undermined, 
rather than strengthened, our national security.

Decision by the finance minister, Ishaq Dar to exclude the chapter of cost 
of war on terror so far Pakistan has suffered from the Economic Survey 2012-13 
will certainly not change the facts. Pakistan needs to redefine its policy on War 
on Terror keeping in view the impact it had on its economy so far as well as in 
future.

Pakistan as a frontline state on war on terror needs to send an “SOS” call 
to the world community to bail her out from the current economic crisis, oth-
erwise, how far a country can fight a war with economic conditions terrorizing 
her, is a million dollar question.

Acts of terror and economic cost
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SPECIAL REPORT

Tausif-Ur-Rehman

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is the 
only Muslim country to exist in the G-20. 
It is also the fourth ideal destination for the 
foreigner expats. Saudi Arabia is the larg-
est free market economy in the Middle East 
and North Africa holding 25 percent share 
of the total Arab GDP. The Kingdom’s geo-
graphic location provides easy access to ex-
port markets in Europe, Asia and Africa.

Despite regional socio-economic 
meltdown, deteriorating law and order situ-
ation in many parts of the region and po-
litical uncertainty, the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia’s macro-economy has surpassed the 
previous levels of productivity, efficacy, 
expansion and profitability. Prevalent soci-
etal divide in many key regional countries, 
the society of the Kingdom is united and 
harmonized. The system of governance has 
been at stake in many Arab countries, but 
in Saudi Arabia, the system is not only in-
tact but also dynamic and articulated. Ac-
cording to many regional research studies 
and international monetary agencies data, 
its macro-economy’s major indicators are 

positive, stable and strong. 
According to the IMF’s latest report 

(August, 2013) Saudi Arabia has had one of 
the best performing economies of the G-20 
countries in recent years and has played a 
positive role in the global economy by sta-
bilizing oil markets. The Saudi economy 
grew by 5.1 percent 2012 due to overall 
economic productivity having strong private 
sector growth, and government spending. 
The report said that credit growth has re-
mained strong, the banking system is well-
capitalized and profitable, fiscal and current 
account surpluses remain large, and inter-
national reserves have grown. The IMF’s 
report (August, 2013) expected a continued 
positive economic outlook for the Kingdom, 
with growth rate expected to continue at 4 
percent during 2013. Furthermore, the latest 
report also acknowledged the Kingdom as 
an important source of financial assistance 
and remittances for developing countries. 
The IMF also praised the Saudi govern-
ment’s efforts to strengthen fiscal manage-
ment and its large investments in education 
and infrastructure.

In another local study conducted by 

the Riyadh-based Jadwa Investments (Au-
gust, 2013), says that real GDP of the Royal 
Kingdom to expand by around 4.2 per cent 
and growth will be fuelled by the non-hy-
drocarbon sector as the oil GDP is expected 
to decline due to lower output and prices.  
Furthermore, the non-oil private sector 
is expected to rise by around 5.3 per cent 
while the government sector will grow by 
4.3 per cent.

The monthly bulletin of the SAMA 
(August, 2013) says that in nominal terms, 
Saudi Arabia’s GDP will expand by around 
3.3 per cent to  SR2,819 billion in 2013 
from SR2,727 billion in 2012. GDP in cur-
rent prices would climb to a new record of 
SR 2,905 billion in 2014 according to the 
said report. The earnings would remain far 
above budgeted revenues of SR829 billion. 
It will create a much bigger actual fiscal 
surplus of nearly SR177 billion, nearly 20 
per cent the budgeted surplus of SR 9 bil-
lion. It is hoped that the high surplus would 
allow Saudi Arabia to further trim its pub-
lic debt to just around SR90 billion at the 
end of 2013 from SR99 billion at the end 
of 2012 and nearly SR135 billion at the end 
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Saudi Arabia is the largest free market 
economy in the Middle East and North Africa 

holding 25 percent share of the total Arab GDP.

Saudi Arab’s non-oil GDP growth may 
reach to 4.8 percent this year to 3.5 

percent in 2015: SAMA Report



The National Commercial Bank, re-
leases the D&B Business Optimism Index sur-
vey       (August, 2013) for Saudi Arabia for Q3 
in Jeddah according to which inflation in Saudi 
Arabia is moderating. “Due to strengthening 
of the dollar 2013 imported inflation dropped 
significantly. There is also an increase in local 
capacity, which will help moderate the level of 
inflation in the range of 3.7 percent to 3.8 per-
cent in 2013.

The Current Account outlook 
(2013)

According to the latest report by SAMA 
(September, 2013), the fiscal and current ac-
count positions have similar profiles. The cur-
rent account is expected to record healthy sur-
pluses over the next three years. It recorded a 
Current Account surplus of 34310 USD Million 
in the first quarter of 2013 by SAMA. Its Cur-
rent Account averaged 14965.58 USD Million 
from 1971 until 2013 reaching an all-time high 
of 90060.70 USD Million in December of 2005 
and a record low of -27509.30 USD Million in 
December of 1991. 

Saudi foreign Assets at all-time 
high

The Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency 
(SAMA) June, 2013 said that Saudi Arabia’s 
foreign assets reached above the SR2.6 trillion 
mark for the first time. The assets controlled by 
the SAMA, peaked at an all-time high of around 
SR2.601 trillion (Dh2.57 trillion) at the end 
of May compared with about SR2.485 trillion 
(Dh2.46 trillion) at the end of 2012. It showed 
the assets, comprising investment in foreign se-
curities, deposits with banks abroad and other 
funds, swelled by nearly 4SR43 billion month-
on-month as they stood at around SR2.558 tril-
lion at the end of April.

Moreover, net foreign assets are projected 
to reach well over $1 trillion by the end of 2015, 
equivalent to 130 percent of GDP. The Saudi 
Arabian Monetary Agency (SAMA) the net for-
eign assets increased by nearly $94 billion to its 
highest level of $560 billion at the end of 2011 

$466 billion at the end of 2010. Year-on-year, 
SAMA’s assets were higher by a staggering 
SR362 billion as they stood at SR2.239 trillion 
at the end of May 2012. The assets were also 
higher by around SR900 billion compared to 
their level at the end of 2008 and nearly triple 

their level at the end of 2000.

According to the kingdom’s largest bank 
(March, 2013), Saudi Arabia’s budgeted fiscal 
surplus for 2013 could end the year nearly 30 

tiSaudi exports surge 

A report released by the Central Depart-
ment of Statistics and information (CDSI), 
June, 2013 revealed that the value of nonoil 
exports stood at SR 190.95 billion which rep-
resented 32.73 percent of the Kingdom’s total 
imports in 2012. Saudi commodity exports rose 
by 6.5 percent last year valued at SR 1.45 tril-
lion compared to SR 1.36 trillion in 201. Based 
on the CDSI report, the value of Saudi imports 

increased by 18.2 percent to reach SR 583.47 
billion compared to SR 493.44 billion in 2011.

The value of nonoil exports stood at SR 
190.95 billion which represented 32.73 percent 
of the Kingdom’s total imports in 2012. For 
comparison reasons, nonoil exports of the King-
dom valued at SR 41.14 billion in 2003, which 
represented 26.31 percent of the total imports 
at the time, the report said. The overall exports 
stood at SR 1.45 trillion.

Source: Ministry of Finance 

Healthy Contribution of Private 
Sector

According to the latest report of the cen-
tral department of statistics and information of 
Saudi Arabia (2012-2013), the private sector 
growth, at 9.9 percent, outpaced the state sec-
tor’s 3.6 percent expansion. Private sector GDP 
amounted to SR112.91 billion in the fourth 
quarter compared to SR102.75 billion in 2010. 
Moreover, the construction sector expanded 
13.3 percent because of a real estate boom and 
heavy government spending on infrastructure. 
Saudi Arabia’s exports increased by 32 percent 
to reach SR38.61 billion compared to SR29.30 
billion in the same period last year while the 
weight of the imports of Saudi Arabia amounted 
to 4507,000 tons against 3135,000 tons in the 
same period of last year, an increase of 44 per-
cent.
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of 2011.
Whereas, the SAMBA report (September, 

2013), non-oil GDP growth may reach to 4.8 
percent this year to 3.5 percent in 2015 which 
would be good sign for the macro-economy 
of the Kingdom in the days to come. The dia-
grams clearly show the elements of stability and 
sustainability exist in the national economy of 
Saudi Arabia. 

Its wise leadership played remarkable role 
in the onward march of socio-economic pros-
perity. They introduced many meaningful short, 
medium and long term economic policies and 
financial reforms to make their economy com-
petitive in the region and at international stage 
alike. Numerous schemes of socio-economy 
have already raised the levels of qualitative life, 
education, shelter, health and above all trust be-
tween the people and the prevailing system in 
the country. 

Many ongoing mega industrial projects 
have further strengthened the productivity ra-
tios. Ratios of FDIs, activities of construction, 
employment generation, higher education, con-
sumer price stability, and the last but not the 
least increase in wages has merged the King-
dom as one of the ideal country to live in. 

 Government spending on people’s wel-
fare has been one of the key priorities since its 
inception. It is now paving its dividends. Its fed-
eral budget has been remained surplus which has 
been used on different mega projects of social 
development throughout the country. Education, 

health care, housing and infrastructure have been 
main sectors of government spending in the past 
so many years. Women empowerment is slowly 
but surely on the increase. Now women are in 
government positions ranging from ministerial 
levels to the Shoura Council.

Fitch’s Saudi Arabia's rating 
(September, 2013) 

  Most recently, Fitch Ratings has af-
firmed Saudi Arabia's Long-Term foreign and 
local currency Issuer Default Ratings (IDRs) 
at "AA-". The Outlook is Positive. Fitch has 
also affirmed Saudi Arabia's Country Ceiling at 
"AA" and Short-Term foreign currency IDR at 
"F1+".

Fitch Ratings said Saudi Arabia's external 
balance sheet has been bolstered so far in 2013. 
Central bank net foreign assets, the bulk of sov-
ereign foreign assets, are up by 4.4 percent of 
GDP over the first seven months of the year and 
with no sovereign external debt, the net exter-
nal creditor position is likely above 100 percent 
of GDP (from 96 percent of GDP at end-2012). 
Double-digit current account surpluses are ex-
pected each year to 2015, which will further 

bolster the external position.
In case of fiscal out-look, its ratios have 

been enhanced, with rising government depos-
its and falling government debt over the first 
seven months of the year reinforcing a net cred-
itor position that is the second-strongest of all 
Fitch-rated sovereigns. 

Capital adequacy and loan-loss cover-
age were up (at 17.9 percent and 166 percent, 
respectively) and NPLs had fallen to 1.63 per-
cent. Banks remain liquid and the sector is well 
regulated. Risks arising from the banking sec-
tor are judged to be low.

 The Global Competitiveness Report 
(2013) again upholds Saudi Arabia position 
among top 20 most competitive countries and 
maintains its first position in the region. The 
latest Fitch Ratings (2012-2013), shows the 
Kingdom’s political and financial stability. The 
Kingdom is determined to continue moderniz-
ing its infrastructure and accelerating economic 
activities in order to realize diversification of 
the sources of income.

The official figures showed the surge in 
nominal GDP boosted its per capita income to 
around $20,244 in 2011 from $15,246 in 2009 
and expected it to reach $19,449 in 2012. It ex-
pected the assets to further swell to $1,128 tril-
lion at the end of 2016 and break another record 
of $1,213 trillion at the end of 2017. According 
to the official report (April, 2012), foreign in-
vestments in Saudi Arabia jumped to $34 billion 
in 6 years. 

 The official data (SAMA) showed that 
the inflation rate in Saudi Arabia was recorded 
at 3.70 percent in July of 2013. Inflation Rate 
averaged 2.80 percent from 2000 until 2013, 
reaching an all-time high of 11.10 percent in 
July of 2008 and a record low of -2 percent in 
January of 2001.

According to the IMF’s 
latest report (August, 
2013) Saudi Arabia 
has had one of the best 
performing economies 
of the G-20 countries 
in recent years and has 
played a positive role in 
the global economy by 
stabilizing oil markets.



Mehmood ul Hasan

Saudi Arabia and Pakistan 
have very strong and unique 
historic ties. Please give 
your thoughts how this 
relationship can be further 
strengthen? 

There exist highly cordial and 
brotherly relations between Pakistan 
and Saudi Arabia‚ which have stood to 
every test of time. The hearts of the peo-
ple of the two countries beat in unison. 
The Saudi embassy has been rigorously 
working for further consolidating the 
relations between the two nations and 
both countries share similar opinions on 
many regional and international issues. 
Soon there will be many mutual official 
visits for the sake of common interest of 
the two countries In Sha allah.

How much potential exist 
for increase in bilateral 
trade?

The Kingdom is among top 15 
major export destinations of Pakistani 
products. Annual bilateral trade be-
tween the two countries is about $5 bil-
lion. Saudi Kingdom is amongst the top 
20 major importer of Pakistani products. 
Major items of exports from Pakistan are 
synthetic textiles, and leather garments, 
furniture, carpets and rugs, footwear, 

sports goods and surgical goods, 
rice, fish, fruits, vegetables, spic-
es, biscuits, jams, juices etc. 

Pakistan mainly imports 
petroleum products from Saudi 
Arabia. The other items of im-
port, though small in quantity, 
includes petrochemicals, organic 
chemical products, plastics and 
its products, fertilizers, steel 

products, electrical equipment and ma-
terials, raw skins, tanned leather, boilers 
and heavy equipment, copper and cop-
per products, aluminum and its prod-
ucts, in-organic chemicals, components, 
precious metals, steel castings, tractors, 
floor coverings of man-made fibers, 
specialized type of chemical products, 
rubber and rubber products, paper and 
hardboard etc. 

Although wider bilateral trade op-
portunities exist but there is huge imbal-
ance in trade. The major cause of imbal-
ance was bulk import of petroleum into 
Pakistan from Saudi Arabia. Pakistan 
is one of the major exporters of rice to 
Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia is the larg-
est source of petroleum for Pakistan and 
remittance from Pakistani migrants to 
Saudi Arabia is also a major source of 
foreign currency.  Recently, Saudi Ara-
bia announced that it would provide ac-
cess Pakistani medicines, if manufactur-
ers follow FDA rules.

How is Saudi Arabia 
helping Pakistan in terms of 
humanitarian aid?

Saudi Arabia always stood with 
Pakistan at time of need. Enjoying very 
special and cordial bilateral relations, 
the Kingdom provided help to Pakistan 
in all fields including security, eco-
nomic and trade also. Its humanitarian 
assistance to Pakistan during the 2005 

earthquake and massive floods in 2010 
and 2011 was exemplary to mitigate the 
sufferings of the needy.

Riyadh has always been with 
Pakistan in all natural and human di-
sasters and is committed to remain so in 
future. At bilateral level, Saudi Arabia 
has undertaken several projects in col-
laboration with UN agencies like WHO, 
UNHCR, UNDP and UNICEF in differ-
ent areas of Pakistan.

The IMF recently praised Saudi 
Arabia for the strength of its economy 
and its leadership role in stabilizing the 
world oil markets. What factors and/or 
changes in the government’s agenda ac-
count for this?

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
seeks to pursue balanced and sustain-
able economic policies that promote in-
vestment, growth and job creation. If the 
Kingdom’s development policies since 
the mid-1970s are examined, it is clear 
they have been practical, rational and 
effective in bringing about economic 
development. 

The first and second five-year 
plans focused specifically on infrastruc-
ture development; the Kingdom needed 
airports, roads, hospitals, desalination 
plants, electrical plants, etc. Subsequent 
plans focused on developing industries 
and human resources. 

With regard to energy, since 
the Kingdom possesses the world’s 
largest proven oil reserves and is 
the largest exporter of oil, it has 
a responsibility to manage its en-
ergy policy in a manner that serves 
both producers and consumers by 
maintaining capacity and working 
to ensure stable prices. Saudi Ara-
bia believes that high prices affect 
the global economy negatively by 
slowing down economic growth, 
and hurt producers in the long-run 
by slowing demand growth for oil. 
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Low prices, on the other hand, hurt producing 
nations by reducing their income and, in the 
long-run, hurt consuming nations by encourag-
ing consumption. 

What are the main characteristics 
of Saudi Arabia’s foreign policy?

The foreign policy of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia is based on geographical – histori-
cal – religious – economic – security – politi-
cal everlasting principles and facts. It is shaped 
within major frameworks, among the most 
important of which are; good-neighbor policy, 
non interference in the internal affairs of other 
countries, strengthen relations with the Gulf 

States and the countries of the Arabian Penin-
sula, strengthen relations with Arab and Islamic 
countries for the benefit of common interests of 
these countries, as well as advocate their issues, 
adopt nonalignment policy, establish coopera-
tion relations with friendly countries, and play 
effective role in the international and regional 
organizations.

We as a sovereign nation, condemn and 
reject all methods and mechanisms of interna-
tional terrorism, and confirm that Islam is above 
suspicion of all terrorist activities. We respect 
and adherence to the regulations of the interna-
tional law, agreements, charters, and bilateral 
agreements, as well as respecting them all either 
within the framework of international organiza-
tions or other agreements.

One of the main characteristics of our 
foreign policy is that we defend Arab and Is-
lamic issues in the international arena through 
continuous support by all political, diplomatic, 
and economic means. 

What are your priorities as the 
Saudi Ambassador to Pakistan?

To work on further enhancing the strong 
and historic ties between our two nations in all 
areas, without exception, and to look after the 
welfare of our citizens, whether they are stu-
dents, medical patients, businessmen or tour-
ists.

Abdul Aziz Ibrahim  
Al-Ghadee is a seasoned 

diplomat with over 28 
years of service; H.E. 
Al Ghadeer possesses 
an open and caring 

personality. It has been 
almost two years since 

his posting here at a time 
when Pakistan is facing 
daunting challenges. But 

already, he has made 
his presence known 

tremendously with his 
knowledge, dedication, 

and actions throughout the 
country. His humanitarian 

efforts are not just a 
reflection of his generous 
country, but that of a true 
sympathizer. This love for 
humanity must be in his 

blood as his eldest son is a 
doctor and daughter who 
specialize in working with 

the deaf and dumb.

Interview with H.E. Abdul Aziz Ibrahim Al-Ghadee 
Honorable Ambassador of Saudi Arabia in Pakistan

11 OCT 2013

The writer is a research scholar, special-
izes in geo-politics and geo-strategic issues of 
the GCC, CIS and South East Asia. He has keen 
interests in cross cultural dialogue and conflict 
resolution
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PERSPECTIVE

Muhammad Bilal Khan

T
he foreign policy of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia is based on geo-
graphical, historical, religious, 
economic, security and political 
everlasting principles. It is based 

on good-neighbor policy, non-interference in the 
internal affairs of other countries, strengthening 
relations with the GCC states and the countries 

of the Arabian Peninsula, strengthening ties 
with Arab and Islamic countries for the benefit 
of common interests of these countries, as well 
as advocate their issues, adopt non-alignment 
policy, establish cooperation relations with 
friendly countries, and play effective role in the 
international and regional organizations.

King Abdullah’s Arab 
Development initiative 

Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 

King Abdullah recently announced to increase 
the capital of Arab financial institutions and 
joint companies by at least 50 percent. It reflects 
the King’s keenness in further boosting efforts 
for Arab development and bringing about direct 
and immediate benefits for Arab citizens. 

Humanitarian diplomacy is the corner-
stone of its foreign policy. As a percentage of 
GDP, the Kingdom is at the forefront of donor 
states to the developing world. The recent UN 
(OCHA) report reveals that it was the largest 
donor for the national disaster instances in the 

world by solely contributing 15 percent of the 
total international donations. Since its incep-
tion, the Saudi Fund for Development (SFD) has 
played a prominent role in extending develop-
ment loans to developing countries to support 
their efforts at boosting their economies. The 
SFD has also attempted to help many develop-
ing countries to achieve further socio-economic 
development.

Initiative of interfaith dialogue 
The Kingdom has been very active in pro-

moting interfaith dialogue between the West and 
Islam especially after 9/11. It succeeded to bring 
closer the people of different religious faiths and 
cultures to deepen mutual understanding and 
promote global peace and cooperation. It was 
launched by King Abdullah in 2008, resulted 
in the opening of the King Abdullah bin Abdul 

Aziz International Center for Inter-religious and 
Inter-cultural Dialogue in Vienna, Austria. The 
Kingdom has been extending its cooperation 
with the international community, to achieve 
peace and stability in the Middle East. Most re-
cently its principal stance to go with the “Will 
of People” received immense appreciation in the 
world. 

Saudi Arabia’s reconciliatory role 
in Middle East   

Saudi Arabia is qualified to play this role 
through its scientific, economic and social capa-
bilities. It is one of the largest and most influ-
ential of the six Arab Gulf countries. The Saudi 
regime, by contrast, gave its lavish humanitarian 
support to troubling regimes in Tunisia, Egypt, 
Yemen and Bahrain. 

Country Pledged Details

Bahrain and 
Oman 

GCC package of 

$20 billion split the 

GCC States

Egypt 3.99 ml

A combination of 

budget support, cen-

tral bank deposits, 

project financing, 

and trade credit.

Yemen
3.60 ml

Total pledge includ-

ing diesel and crude 

oil grants

Jordan
2.65 ml

$1.4 billion for 

budgetary support 

and a GCC package 

of $5 billion split 

equally between 

GCC States.

Morocco
1.25 ml

CC pack-

age of $5 billion 

split equally among 

GCC States

GTunisia
0.75 ml

$0.5 billion for 

project financing 

and $0.25 billion 

for export financing

West Bank 
and Gaza

0.34 ml Budgetary support

Sudan 0.24 ml Infrastructure loan

Djibouti 0.04 ml Budget support and 

project loans

Source: Ministry of Finance (2011-2012).
 
The above data clearly indicates the 

Kingdom’s financial support for the people of 
these countries to overcome food and budgetary 
deficits. It has been helping the GCC states and 
MENA region in their national crises since its 
inception. Saudi Arabia reiterated its support for 
Egypt to reinforce its security and stability. The 
Kingdom had given $500 million in soft loans to 
finance energy projects in developing countries 
and donated $300 million for the establishment 
of a fund for energy, environment and climate 
change research.

Due to its rigorous diplomatic, political, 
moral, economic and military support Bahrain 
stood against all kinds of internal conspiracies 
and external infiltrations. It extended its finan-
cial and economic assistance to Oman, Jordan, 
and Morocco. In case of falling Yemen, Saudi 
Arabia arranged a peaceful transition of power. 
In cases of, Libya and Syria, Riyadh has been 
taking principal stance to support the “Will of 
People”. Its continued humanitarian assistance 
in Libya and Syria show its genuine concerns 
towards helpless humanity at large. 

  
   
The writer is Islamabad based journalist 

and can be reached at bilalpunnu@gmail.com.

Countries Outcome of mix of diplomatic efforts

Tunisia & Libya
Its rigorous diplomatic efforts saved Tunisia from further socio-economic degradation, political impasse and the 
last but not the least ethnic division. It played an important role in marginalizing Libya’s war theater and suc-
ceeded to bring some hope of better future and prosperity for its people.

Yemen & Sudan
It prevented Yemen’s horrendous incidents. It played facilitating role in turbulent Sudan reconciliation process. It 
succeeded to thwart its people from further cleansing. 

Palestine & Rohingys
It’s strong political has been extending its moral, economic, political and diplomatic support to the suffering souls 
of Palestine. It was the first country to understand the human tragedy of the Muslims of Myanmar and donated 
US$ 50 million. 

Foreign Policy at its best Humanitarian 
diplomacy has 
been one the 
cornerstone of 
KSA’s foreign 
policy. As for 
percentage 
of GDP, the 
Kingdom is at 
the forefront of 
donor states to the 
developing world.
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Joint security shield

Pakistan, being sixth largest army of the 
world and sole nuclear Muslim state, proposed 
to Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states 
(Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
and the United Arab Emirates) the setting up of 
a formal ‘security bloc’ to combat any external 
or internal security threats.

The creditable policy initiative also 
stressed the need to have a strategic partnership 
which would also ensure food safety and eco-
nomic integration. Functional security would be 
epicenter of the proposed security bloc. 

Extended military cooperation would 
be essential for GCC ongoing socio-economic 
prosperity and production. Pakistan can provide 
common military/security bloc to GCC which 
would be paradigm shift in the region. It would 
be curial for the GCC short and long terms geo-
political and geo-strategic interests. The exist-
ing Peninsula Shield in the GCC would be fur-
ther strengthened and streamlined. 

Up-gradation of the weapon system and 
fighting capabilities of the GCC Peninsula 
shield would be further cemented by the mean-
ingful Pak-GCC strategic security bloc. Saudi 
Arabia and United Arab Emirates led the way 

and strongly demonstrated the power of the 
GCC Peninsula shield in Bahrain in 2011. There 
would a joint military to face any potential or 
emerging regional threats and confronting reali-
ties. The prospects of having new weapon sys-
tem and unifying military training would also be 
initiated under this planned joint strategic secu-
rity bloc between the Pakistan and the GCC. 

Most importantly, political turmoil in 
Bahrain has changed the terms of regional en-
gagement. Through its conflict resolution policy 
and rigorous diplomatic efforts the government 
of Pakistan succeeded to decrease the chances 
of expected proxy war in the region. The gov-
ernment of Pakistan reiterated that Pakistan sup-
ports all efforts for peace and stability in the Is-
lamic world so as to promote development and 
prosperity of the common people. 

Pakistan and GCC countries can comple-
ment each other well due to their close proximity 

and common interests. Moreover, chalking out 
of common strategy against terrorism, extrem-
ism, human & drugs trafficking and the last but 
not the least maritime piracy could be rigorous-
ly followed. Human trafficking and maritime 
piracy have become major security concerns 
to socio-economic stability, investment inflow 
and above all energy security in the region. The 
recently occurred horrible incidents of Somalia 
pirates badly exposed regional vulnerabilities 
and security derisory. Therefore, Pakistan-GCC 
security bloc would jointly cope with this wide-
spread menace in the days to come. 

Instead of heavily rely on equipment of 
the Western countries or borrowed ideas, re-
gional security bloc may be the appropriate 
answer to the emerging security concerns to re-
gional countries. Security bloc would safe guard 
the national sovereignty and territorial suprema-
cy of the member countries. It may also provide 

strategic-cushion and better bargaining position 
to all the GCC countries against its rivals in the 
region. It is obvious from Pakistan’s important 
and decisive role in the recently happened po-
litical fiasco in Bahrain. 

Food Security 

It is hoped that Pakistan-GCC strategic 
security bloc would eliminate non-state threats 
like climate change and water conservation. 
Food security has become a burning issue in 
the region especially in the GCC which could 
be solved by having a common security bloc 
between Pakistan and GCC countries. Since 
Pakistan is agriculture country and it easily ful-
fills the food demands of all the GCC countries. 
Pakistan has a lot of agriculture lands which can 
be better utilised with the investment and tech-
nology from Gulf countries. 

Greater Economic Integration

GCC is one of the main sources of worker 
remittances in the country. Millions of Pakistan-
is are employed in these countries. The GCC is 
also one of the biggest sources of investments 
and joint ventures in the country. Therefore, 
the proposed security bloc will further boost up 

economic integration for the win-win situation 
to both sides. 

Moreover, Saudi Arabia’s macro-econo-
my stands tall in the ongoing global economic 
recession, EU/US debt crisis. It extends its re-
sources and financial reserves ($590 billion for-
eign exchange reserves, the third largest in the 
world after China and Japan) for the betterment 
of its people and regional economies. So way 
forward, for Pakistan and Saudi Arabia is to en-
hance economic ties for the benefits of both the 
countries.

Energy Security

Energy security is the mantra of every 
country around the world. Oil and gas reservoirs 
are on the decline around the globe. New alter-
native/renewable energy resources are making 
serious inroad. Mutual cooperation in solar, 
wind, biomass, geothermal and nuclear energy 
could be considered in order to compete with 
the increasingly required energy demands and 
also to reduce carbon foot-notes. The energy 
mutual cooperation would provide ample op-
portunities to Pakistan-GCC leading by Saudi 
Arabia and United Arab Emirates. It would 
gear-up the onward march of socio-economic 
prosperity in the days to come in the region. 

United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia are se-
riously cooperating with Pakistan to overcome 
its energy deficits. 

Arab Spring 

In a larger context, Middle East region 
is passing through its toughest challenge of 
survival. From Manama to Hama, the political 
map of the Middle East is being redrawn. The 
waves of change (Arab Spring) have already 
produced serious dints in the socio-economic 
plans and physical landscape in the region. Even 
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is feeling 
the pinch of ongoing Arab Spring and has al-
ready lost billions of dollars. It is hoped that the 
proposed Pakistan-GCC security bloc would be 
instrumental to maintain law and order, peace, 
harmony and sovereignty.

Peace in Afghanistan

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have high stakes 
in bringing peace in unstable Afghanistan. 
Both the countries can pool their resources to 
maintain peace in the region at large. The way 
forward for both the countries is to work jointly 
for bringing peace in Afghanistan and in the 
region.

Pakistan proposes 
common military 
bloc to GCC 

Extended military cooperation would be essential for GCC 

ongoing socio-economic prosperity and production. Pakistan can 

provide common military/security bloc to GCC which would be 

paradigm shift in the region. It would be curial for the GCC short 

and long terms geo-political and geo-strategic interests. 



News in Brief constructed in three-and-a-half years at an estimated cost of $928 million. 
The World Bank has agreed to provide $840 million for the project.

The project will increase the hydropower generation capacity of 
Tarbela Power Station to 4,888MW, after installation of three units of 
1,410MW on Tunnel No. 4.On completion;Tarbela 4th Extension hydro-
power project will add around 3.84 billion unit’s low-cost electricity to 
the national grid per annum.Annual benefits of the project have been es-
timated at around Rs30.7 billion. The project will pay back its cost in just 
three years. 

Islamic banking grows by 7pc

Islamic banking industry grew by nearly seven per cent during the sec-
ond quarter of the calendar year 2013. The momentum in growth, how-

ever, started weakening due to increasing base, said Islamic Banking Bul-
letin of the State Bank issued on September 23. 

The report said the asset base of the industry reached Rs903 bil-
lion, registering year-on-year growth of 27pc, while deposits grew by 
28pc to reach Rs771bn by the end of June 2013.The report said the share 
of federal government securities in overall investments remained highest 
contributing more than 71pc in investment portfolio of Islamic banking 
industry.Similarly, market share of both assets and deposits increased dur-
ing the quarter under review and reached 9pc and 9.9pc, respectively, in 
overall banking industry. 

The profit of the Islamic banking industry reached above 
Rs4.3billion by the end of June 2013 from Rs2.2billion by the end of 
March 2013, though lower compared to Rs5.9billion profit registered dur-
ing June 2012, said the bulletin. 

Yamaha to invest $150 million in Pakistan

Yamaha Motor Company announced to establish a motorcycle manu-
facturing plant in Karachi, Chairman Board of Investment Moham-

mad Zubairtold media. 
New investment will come and this will be the starting point for the 

revival of the economy,” he said. “We [BOI] will play a proactive role,” 
he sounded resolutely, saying, “We will encourage other foreign investors 
to come and invest in this and other sectors.”

The economic coordination committee of the cabinet has already 
approved the motorcycle policy under which incentives are available to 
all companies that want to invest in Pakistan in this sector. Under the new 
policy, Yamaha was the first to qualify and the ECC approved its request 
to establish a motorcycle plant at Port Qasim, Karachi.

Yamaha will invest $150 million over the next five years to estab-
lish the plant and by December 2014 it will start its production. In the first 
year, it will produce one-fourth of the parts locally, while remaining will 
be imported. And, every next year, 15 percent will be added to the local 
produced ratio and at the end will totally localise its production.

He said that Japanese motorcycle maker had requested to establish 
plant back in 2009, adding but due to certain reasons the request was not 
honored and a big investment was kept blocked.

FDI up 101pc in July-Aug

The foreign direct investment (FDI) has doubled during the first two 
months of the current fiscal year while the highest attraction for the 

FDI was still the oil and gas exploration.The State Bank reported on Sep 
16 that the FDI rose to $105 million from $52m during the correspond-
ing period of the previous year, reflecting a growth of 101 per cent. The 
volume of FDI does not represent a healthy situation, but the increase 
showed some confidence of investors despite high degree of terrorism 

in the country.The inflows were not higher than the first two months of 
the previous year, but it was encouraging that the outflow was lower than 
previous year. The details showed that inflows during the first two months 
were $203m compared to $285m during the same period of last year; 
however, the outflow in the two months of the current fiscal year was 
$98m. Last year the outflow was $233m.The low outflow during the first 
two months was the first positive change for economy as no positive sign 
emerged in the first 100 days of the new elected government.

Analysts considered the loan agreement with IMF for $6.6bn as an-
other debt for repayment of debt that could help the government remain a 
good client of the IMF but no positive impact was witnessed.

26pc of PIA shares to be privatized

The government has decided to privatize the Pakistan International Air-
lines, beginning with 26 per cent shares.Presiding over a meeting on 

the PIA at the Prime Minister’s Office on Sep 12, Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif directed the ministry of privatization and civil aviation division to 
initiate the process of privatization of the national flag carrier.

He also ordered the authorities concerned to ensure transparency 
and adherence of all relevant ‘codal’ formalities and guidelines of supe-
rior courts in the process. Mr Sharif told the meeting that the government 
was not in a position to bear a monthly loss of Rs3.3 billion and argued 
that the only way to redeem the old glory of the national airline was to in-
volve the private sector in its affairs.The PPP has announced that it would 
oppose any government move to privatize the PIA and Pakistan Steel.

PTCL gets best HR practices award

Pakistan Telecommunication Company Limited (PTCL) has been pre-
sented with the Best HR Practices in Telecom Sector award at the 4th 

Global HR Excellence Awards 2013, held in Karachi.
The event recognized and highlighted various organizations that 

have excelled in HR practices and contributed positively by setting high 
standards in the field of HR. PTCL’s integral HR initiatives and practices 
were acknowledged as the best in the telecom industry.

PTCL Executive Vice President (EVP) Talent Management & 
Learning, Shahzad Safdar Khan received the award on behalf of the com-
pany from senior parliamentarian, Mir Hazar Khan Bijrani.The award is 
recognition of the company s Human Resource (HR) practices and dy-
namic initiatives undertaken for organizational development and talent 
nurturing & management.

The event hosted a good mix of seventy leading organizations from 
the banking, telecommunications and SME sector as well as other corpo-
rate entities operating in Pakistan.

TOTAL to buy Chevron petrol stations in 

Pakistan

French energy giant Total and its Pakistani partner PARCO announced 
that they had reached a deal with American oil major Chevron to buy 

its fuel distribution network in Pakistan.

 “Total and its partner PARCO confirm that they have reached an agree-
ment with Chevron to acquire its fuel marketing businesses of retail, 

commercial and industrial sales, logistics and aviation in Pakistan,” a To-
tal spokesman told AFP.

 He said the deal, which still needs approval from local authorities, would 
more than double Total’s network of petrol stations in Pakistan.
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Pakistan eyes $362m under Coalition 

Support Fund

Federal Finance Minister Ishaq Dar has said that the government has 
sent a $ 362 million bill to the United States for payments due under 

Coalition Support Fund (CSF) under a newly placed arrangement worth a 
total of $ 1.2 billion.

The Minister – while speaking at a ceremony organized by the In-
stitute of Chartered Accountants of Pakistan (ICAP) – said the remain-
ing amount was expected to be paid during the current financial year. “A 
newly placed arrangement for reimbursement of CSF bills from the USA 
was finalized before our government was sworn in and we will honor 
commitments made by the country,” Dar said while talking to reporters 
in Islamabad.

The minister said that Pakistan would be required to repay $3 bil-
lion to the IMF during the current fiscal year. The IMF had taken bench-
mark of 8.2 percent for fiscal consolidation so there would be no problem 
achieving fiscal deficit target of 5.8 percent of GDP for the current finan-
cial year.The budget deficit would also be slashed in a gradual manner 
down to 5.3 percent in the next financial year. Dar said the rising pub-
lic debt was another problem; having risen from Rs3 trillion in 1999 to  
Rs 14.5 trillion in the last financial year. 

Apple sets new record for iPhones launch 

sales

Apple said it sold a record nine million iPhones in the three days after 
launching two new versions of the smartphone.
 “This is our best iPhone launch yet — more than nine million new 

iPhones sold — new record for first weekend sales,” said Apple chief 
executive Tim Cook in a statement.

The figures from Apple appeared to defy predictions from its critics 
that the company is losing momentum in the smartphone market and in in-
novation. “Apple gets the last laugh,” said Roger Kay, analyst at Endpoint 
Technologies Associates, in a tweet.

Apple said demand has exceeded the supply for the new handsets, 
and that some customers will have to wait. “The demand for the new iP-
hones has been incredible, and while we’ve sold out of our initial supply 
of iPhone 5s, stores continue to receive new iPhone shipments regularly,” 
Cook said.

 “We appreciate everyone’s patience and are working hard to build 
enough new iPhones for everyone.” Apple began worldwide sales of the 
high-end iPhone 5S and a lower-cost iPhone 5C, on September 13 draw-
ing crowds from Australia to Tokyo to Paris to New York.

The new phones are being sold in the United States, Britain, Aus-
tralia, Canada, China, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Japan, Puerto Rico 
and Singapore. AFP

Microfinance pioneer accused of tax 

evasion

Muhammad Yunus, the microfinance pioneer and Nobel Prize laure-
ate, has been accused by the government in Bangladesh of evading 

taxes on overseas income, including from book royalties, speeches at con-
ferences and numerous awards.

Officials have ordered legal action against Yunus, who is respected 
around the world for his work on poverty reduction.

Musharraf HossainBhuiyan, a top tax official, told journalists that 
the decision to launch the legal case came after a cabinet meeting, chaired 
by the Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina, discussed a report submitted by the 
National Board of Revenue on alleged tax irregularities by Yunus.AMA 
Muhith, the finance minister, has alleged that Yunus wrongly received tax 
exemptions as the chief executive of a public institution between 2004 
and 2011.

Yunus has denied the allegations.A statement issued by his office 
said he did not breach any laws as chief executive of Grameen Bank and 
all of his activities were approved by the bank's board.

Hasina, who came to power in a landslide victory in 2008, has pre-
viously accused Grameen Bank and other microfinance institutions of 
charging high interest rates and "sucking blood from the poor borrow-
ers".Yunus has been an outspoken critic of successive governments in 
Bangladesh.

ADB to lend Pakistan $245m for power 

sector 

Pakistan and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) signed an agree-
ment to invest $245 million on improving the country’s power dis-

tribution systems.Secretary Economic Affairs Division NargisSethi and 
ADB’s Country Director for Pakistan Dr. Werner E. Liepach signed the 
loan agreement.

“The investment will help upgrade Pakistan’s aging power distribu-
tioninfrastructure allowing power generated to reach the consumers,” said 
Werner Leapach, while speaking on the occasion.

“These power projects to be completed by June 2016 will augment 
the network and improve performance of the power distribution system, 
which is critical to increase the overall energy efficiency and to bridge the 
widening energy gap in Pakistan,” he added.

The loan is meant for Tranche-3 of the Power Distribution Enhance-
mentInvestment Program under the Multi-tranche Financing Facility 
(MFF).The MFF was approved in 2008 to invest $810 million ($800 mil-
lion OCR and $10 million ADF) in priority areas to improve distribution 
systems and help Pakistan meet its pressing energy needs.

The programme aims to rehabilitate, augment and expand power 
distribution systems and remove system bottlenecks.

Wapda, Chinese firm sign accord

The Water and Power Development Authority (Wapda) signed a con-
tract worth Rs26.053 billion with the Chinese firm, Sinohydro for 

Civil Works, for 1,410MW Tarbela 4th Extension hydropower project, an 
official announcement said.

The contract agreement signing ceremony was held in Islamabad 
where Chief Engineer/ Project Director Muhammad Yousaf Khattak and 
DuanJianxia signed the contract agreement on behalf of Wapda and Sino-
hydro, respectively.WAPDA Chairman Syed Raghib Abbas Shah, senior 
officers and others were also present on the occasion.

Tarbela 4th Extension hydropower project is a part of least-cost 
power generation strategy of the federal government being implemented 
by Wapda on priority. Tarbela 4th Extension hydropower project will be 



Sajid Gondal

P
rime Minister Nawaz Sharif in 
his speech at the UN General 
Assembly struck the right notes 
and did not mince words when 
speaking on issues, like terror-

ism and Palestine among many other things. 
Though, he would be meeting the US presi-
dent, Barack Obama, and the Indian prime 
minister, Manmohan Singh in a day or two, 
he did not shy away from demanding end to 
Us drone attacks in Pakistan territory; nor did 
he flinch from naming Kashmir as an out-
standing issue needing to be resolved. 

Regardless of what the PM demanded 
or said, the US will continue with its drone 
attacks, as President Obama has already an-
nounced that drone attacks will be the main 
weapon in the fight against terrorists. Also 
regardless of his offer of peaceful discus-
sions to the Indian PM, the many issues be-
tween Pakistan and India are not going to be 
resolved anytime soon. 

However for the powers that actually 

run the show in the UN, Sharif's resolve that 
he will create corridors in Pakistan to facili-
tate trade of the rest of the world with the 
Central Asian states must have been of spe-
cial interest. 

For Pakistan, in the local context, the 
settling of the issue of terrorism, ending 
drone attacks, solution of problems with 

India may of central interest; it, however, 
is not possible Nawaz Sharif was not aware 
that the part regarding provision of safe trade 
routes to the superpower and its allies to re-
source rich Centrial Asian states was the key 
issue in international context. In fact PM 
Sharif was conveying the message that there 
was no need for these powers to start armed 
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between the lines
conflicts in Pakistan to get these routes 
when his country was ready give the service 
in a peaceful way. 

Whether the powers, wanting access 
to the resources of underdeveloped states to 
our north, are ready to accept Pakistan's con-
trol of these trade corridors or that these for-
eign powers will fight tooth and nail to have 
direct charge of the areas through which 
these corridors will pass is not known. 

The prime minister's resolve expressed 
in the speech to not interfere with the will 
of the Afghan people is also connected to 
this issue as the corridors will go through 
Afghanistan too. In no secret way the prime 
minister was telling the mega powers that 
whatever they do in Afghanistan, it will be 
of no concern to Pakistan. 

If Pakistan keeps its part of the bar-
gain to not interfere in that country, US, rich 
European countries and India will be more 
than happy, not because they are against in-
terference of one state in the affairs of an-
other but because it will give them a free 
hand to play their game in Afghanistan 
as well as in the countries in Central Asia 
which are rich in gas, reported to be rich in 
yet unexplored underground resources and 
have vast potential for generating electric-
ity. While the US may manipulate these re-
source rich states and take the major share 
of these resources very cheaply and at the 
same time compensate India for being a ju-
nior partner in the matter, it is yet to be seen 
if the Central Asian countries will peace-
fully allow the exploitation or will there 
be a general uprising and as to how intense 
the anti-US feeling will develops there. It 

however is certain that the superpower and 
the European countries will do anything 
to get control of these resources, as their 
cultures which are based on abundance of 
material good will die without these riches 
buried underground in Central Asia.

Then there is the issue of China which 
has emerged as the most energy-hungry and 
that hunger is going to grow as it develops 
more industrial base. Will Beijing allow 
these resources transported to US, Europe 
and India under its very nose without it being 
a major beneficiary of the whole operation? 
Will Pakistan get the protection and assis-
tance of China to protect the Balochistan or 
will Beijing think it sufficient to have con-
trol of Gwader to Kunjerab trade corridor 
and partial say in the affairs Gwader port 
under a possible agreement with US. 

The situation though very grave for 
Pakistan is, nonetheless, too fluid to have a 

firm grip on what can happen in the future. 
However, much will depend on how Paki-
stan solves and settles the issues it is facing 
within. 

We must solve the issue of terrorism 
decisively and soon; we must bring the situ-
ation in Balochistan under control and bring 
the dissenting voice there to agree to peace-
ful existence within the confines of the 
country; we must make substantial econom-
ic progress; overcome electricity shortage; 
end corruption; increase income tax base, 
create jobs for the tens of millions of unem-
ployed youth; make a system which allows 
more just distribution of wealth within the 
nation. 

In the end if the various units of the 
federation are happy and united within Paki-
stan, all outside powers will fail to harm us.

Regardless of what the PM demanded or said, the US will continue 
with its drone attacks, as President Obama has already announced 

that drone attacks will be the main weapon in the fight against 
terrorism. Also regardless of his offer peaceful discussions with 

the Indian PM, the many issues between Pakistan and India are not 
going to be resolved anytime soon. 

We must solve the issue of terrorism 
decisively and soon; we must bring the 
situation in Balochistan under control 
and bring the dissenting voice there to 
agree to peaceful existence within the 
confines of the country; we must make 

substantial economic progress; overcome 
electricity shortage; end corruption; 

increase income tax base, create jobs for 
the tens of millions of unemployed youth; 

make a system which allows more just 
distribution of wealth within the nation. 

Nawaz Sharif talks
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Shiraz Nizami

T
here is hardly a day when Paki-
stanis do not live and mourn 9/11, 
an incident that dragged Pakistan 
to tow the US led war on terror as 
an ally. In its role as non NATO 

ally, the country has become vulnerable to ter-
rorism and faced not dozens but hundreds of 
devastating incidents of terror, and many were 
worse than that of 9/11. 

According to official data of the gov-
ernment of Pakistan, this bond so far, has cost 
the country lives of more than 35,000 citizens, 
3500 security personnel. The unending war has 
caused destruction of infrastructure, displace-
ment of millions of people, erosions of invest-
ment climate, nose diving production, unem-
ployment and a direct loss of $100 billion to 
national economy. It brought economic activity 
to a virtual standstill in many parts of the coun-
try. The country had never witnessed such dev-
astating social and economic upheaval in its his-
tory, even after the disintegration of the country 
by a direct war.

When theinstigated, instead of recogni-
tion of Pakistan’s role as a front-line state in the 
war against terror, the countries united under 
the umbrella of NATO started issuing travel 
advisories,stopping their citizen (investor, im-
porters etc.) to visit Pakistan. Due to these travel 
advisories, foreign buyers are still reluctant to 
visit Pakistan. Many buying houses for pro-
curement of value added textiles from Pakistan 
shifted to other markets e.g. Dubai. Pakistani 
businessmen were discouraged to travel to their 

export destinations by strict visa scrutiny re-
gimes by western countries.

This has adversely affected Pakistan’s ex-
ports, halted the inflows of foreign investment, 
affected the pace of privatization program, 
slowed the overall economic activity, reduced 
import demand, tax collection, massive expens-
es on additional security spending, paralyzed the 
tourism industry that causedto lost  thousands of 
jobs; destruction of physical infrastructure (mil-
itary and civil) and massively surge the security 
related spending. 

It’s a decade now;Pakistan is still standing 
on frontline as an ally on war on terror to bring 
peace in the country, region and ultimately the 
world at the cost ofprecious lives of its citizens, 
security personnel, forces personnel, tourism, 
commerce and trade and much more.

According to the Ministry of Finance of-
ficial data, when Pakistan decided not just to tail 
US on war against terror but stand frontline as 
its ally, the cost of it to Pakistan was estimated 
at $ 2.669 billion in fiscal year 2001-02. This 
calculation was based on the assumptions that: 
(i) The war in Afghanistan that begun on Octo-
ber 7, 2001 will end swiftly by December 2001: 
(ii) normalcy will resume from January 2002; 
(iii) the Taliban government will be ousted and 
some low intensity fight will continuebut life in 
Pakistan will remain normal; and (iv) the ad-
ditional increase in freight cargo and war risk 
premium will be removed. 

The abovementioned assumptions and 
expectations were not materialized and the war 
prolonged and turned precarious for the entire 
region. It was the Pakistan who has to face 
the backlash of this war. Ultimately, Pakistan 

became more insecure in its efforts to make the 
world a safer place to live.

According to Ministry of Finance, the cu-
mulative cost of the war on terror from 2001-
2002 to 2010-2011 was $ 67.9 billion. In 2004-
05 the direct cost of war on terror for Pakistan 
was Rs 67 billion which increased to Rs 78 bil-
lion in 2005-06 and to Rs 262 billion in 2009-
10. Similarly, the indirect cost increased from 
Rs 192 billion in 2004-05 to Rs 707 billion in 
2009-2010. Moreover, the actual cost of the war 
on terror increased considerably from $ 2.669 
billion in 2001-02 to $ 13.6 billion by 2009-10 
and to $ 17.8 billion in the financial year 2010-
11. 

According to the Economic Survey Re-
port 2012-13 Pakistan had bear 100 billion USD 
loss in the last 12 years. In 2008 the foreign in-
vestment in Pakistan was $6 to 8 billion which 
has shrink to$0.8 billion now, causing Pakistan 
deprivation of 30 to 40 billion USD in last 5 
years. 

Lack of investments directly affected the 
energy sector resulting in energy crises worth$4 
billion annual and $20 billion loss in 5 years to 
the economy of Pakistan. According to Eco-
nomic Survey 2012-13, the ratio of un-employ-
ment ranges from 3.4 million to 3.9 million per-
sons. During the war against terrorism Pakistan 
forced to ruin its roads infrastructure as railway 
network was not capable to support the heavy 
movement of Nato supplies. According to an-
nual report of NHA, Pakistan had to spend$3 
billion in last 12 years on roads repair. 

The total amount of coalition support fund 
and military aid given to Pakistan was only $27 
billion which is less thanone third of her total 
loss. According to the available data ministry of 
finance had claimed $14 billion from the colla-
tion support fund (CSF) but got only $9 billion.

In 2001 the defense budget of Pakistan 
was $1.3 billion which is now swell to $6.2 bil-
lion. The expenses on law enforcement agencies 
and security departments are not included in this 
budget. In order to meet its expending expenses 
on defense and security agencies, Pakistan has 
to obtain loans and indulged in a vicious debt 
cycle. Data available from Ministry of finance 
shows that to support its sickening economy and 
expenses on law and order, the country acquired 
loans of $45 billion loan in last five years, rais-
ing total public debt of the country to $100. Re-
sultantly, the balance of payment became highly 
vulnerable and the country’s debt situation be-
came worsened.

Pakistan’s support to fight against terror-
ism has not been reciprocated by the world in 
the same spirit. Today, Pakistan needs allies to 
shoulder its trembling economy. The Nato forc-
es may leave Afghanistan in 2014, but it will 
not end for Pakistan. The country will continue 
to pay a heavy price in terms of economic losses 
and insecurity.

mourns
Pakistan

9/11

The total amount of coalition 
support fund and military aid 
given to Pakistan was only 

$27 billion which is less than 
one third of her total loss. 
According to the available 

data ministry of finance had 
claimed $14 billion from the 
collation support fund (CSF) 

but got only $9 billion
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DISASTER

Aamir Rizvi

P
akistan is prey to a range of natural 
disasters that can inflict dreadful 
wounds and do so with an almost 
predictable regularity. Whilst the 
disasters associated with weather — 

flooding and wind damage — are in large part 
predictable and annually cyclic, earthquakes are 
not. The surface of the earth is made up of tec-
tonic plates that are dynamic, in motion, and it is 
their movements that cause the kind of devasta-
tion that has been wrought in Balochistan and so 
nearly brought catastrophe to our major cities. 
The only thing that can with certainty be pre-
dicted about earthquakes is that they will hap-
pen, but no earthquake-prone nation on Earth 
has yet successfully been able to devise a sys-
tem that tells us the ‘when and where’. Pakistan 
is bisected by several active fault lines, and the 
zone between Quetta and Kalat is one where the 
possibility of earthquakes is high.

The September 24 earthquake that oc-
curred in Balochistan, registered 7.7 on the Rich-
ter scale (making it more severe than the one that 
hit Kashmir in 2005) and has killed at least 400 
people with another 600 injured. Furthermore, 

several after-
shocks have been 
recorded, including 
one that measured 5.9. 
The area may be thinly popu-
lated but where there are concen-
trations of habitation they are densely 
packed, often living in fragile mud-brick 
houses that offer little or no protection in 
the event of an earthquake. Distances between 
population centres in Balochistan are long, the 
roads are indifferently maintained and will any-
way have been damaged. Helicopters are being 
used both to collect evidence of damage and 
deliver emergency goods to areas that in some 
cases have been literally flattened. The chief 
minister of Balochistan has declared an emer-
gency in Awaran, where 80 per cent of houses 
are reported destroyed, and placed 30 districts 
of the province on “high alert.” Earthquakes 
take a long time to recover from in undeveloped 
regions and previous experience of earthquakes 
in Pakistan suggests that the recovery phase is 
bedevilled with inefficiency and corruption, 
compounding the misery of those affected. Add 
in the internal unrest in Balochistan and it is easy 
to posit a scenario that stretches years into the 

fu-
ture. 
There are 
still people living 
in temporary shelters 
as a result of the 2005 
earthquake, and it may be an-
other decade before the affected area 
sees a return to ‘normal’.

There are anecdotal reports of residual 
anger in the province at the slowness of gov-
ernment response to previous natural disasters 
and this event must not provide yet another 
reason for the people of Balochistan to add an-
other black mark to their long list of grievances. 
That said, it is going to be difficult logistically 
to get help to the most needy and it is a virtual 

The Balochistan

certainty that there will be people that succumb 
to their injuries because help did not arrive soon 
enough. The armed forces are best equipped 
to provide ‘first response’ but it will be for the 
civil administration to do the rebuild and repair 
work — and not just of habitation, as there will 
be thousands that are physically disabled by the 
earthquake. Planning for their future needs to 
begin now, not 10 years down the line. Perhaps 
if some of the budget given to defence could be 
directed to strengthening relief and rehabilita-
tion efforts we could have a more adequate ci-
vilian response structure in place to deal with 
such disasters.

The medical  and  social-sector   infrastruc-
ture of Balochistan was deficient before this, and 

will 
have  been 
locally degraded 
to the point of extinction 
in the worst affected areas. 
Rebuilding schools, hospitals and 
rural health centres takes time, money 
and most importantly political motivation. 
The province is poor to start with and has 
few infrastructure resources of its own. The 
federal government of which there were such 
high hopes, including the still-unfulfilled hope 
of dialogue with Baloch separatists, appears to 
be increasingly paralysed by the events that sur-
round it. There is almost as much media interest 
in the emergence of a small island, a consequence 

of 
the 

earthquake, off the 
coast near to the port of Gwadar; but what really 
matters is getting help, and fast, to the poorest 
and most disadvantaged.



response, give Russia an opportunity to practice 
their‘mediator of the month’skills, and put As-
sad on a makeshift dock. 

The world getsready to batten down the 
hatchesin the midst of all the political point 
scoring. Because the decision to use force that 
could potentially cripple a nation is not without 
side effects;the creation of a hydra that feeds 
off the ethnic/sectarian divide and further de-
stabilizes an already troubled regionbeing the 
most obvious one.‘It’s not complicated’ Kerry 
intones; Sarin was used, Assad has them, ‘ergo, 
Ipso, facto,Columbo, oreo’ – it was ‘he’. Amer-
ica has cried WMD one too many times and 
are now having some trouble rallying enough 
pitchforks.

Syria however does possess biological 
weaponry since it recently agreed to become 
a signatory to the Chemical Weapons Con-
vention, effectively placing its stockpile under 
international control. And Obama seeks the de-
struction of all, though Assad says it will take a 
year and cost a billion dollars. 

By pleading guilty to possession, Syria 
fits in that ‘Slam Dunk’ profile mistakenly used 

for Iraq. Since 189 nations have officially said 
no to WMD’s, there are real consequences to 
using suchbanned substances, or keeping them 
around the house for that matter.

So far the regime has not admitted to us-
ing Sarin. Clever. But Sarin was used.Whether 
it was by Assad, ‘a man of no credibility’ as 
Kerry so eloquently mutteredor the rebel fac-
tions made up of ‘hard-line Islamists’,asIHS 
Jane sees them,alongsidetheFree Syrian Army, 
or mercenaries, is a matter of some dispute. 
The nature of the fight changes with the results 
of these findingsas does the tempo of the war 
drums. 

But the fellow holding up grisly images 
of dead Syrian kids in Congress to sell war 
has gotten hold of an outdated narrative, given 
how ordering forced spring cleaning of Assad’s 
house shows a multi-tiered strategy at play with 
altruism at the very bottom of the scale. The 
actreportedly benefits regional players, neutral-
izes a potentialthreat, sends a ‘behave or else 
message’ to rogue statesand pacifies some very 
worried neighbors - not necessarily in that or-
der. If innocents get saved in the process - ex-
cellent but the role of savior is seldom listed on 
foreign policy agendas.  

There is Israel’s finance ministerwho 
is not too happy living next door to a regime 
engaged in civil war with a cache of WMD’s 
stashed in the basement. The Arab League (22 
member states)would not mind seeing Assad 
knocked down a few pegs and pro-Syrian re-
gimes like Iran curtailed. To that end they stand 
together with Israel and maybe Turkeyand in an 
awkward twist of fate, the Al-Qaeda.

Between America’scall to arms and Rus-
sian’s plea for peace the military option is on 
pause.  Their diplomatic dance-off buys Syria 
time. The discussion oscillates from strikes to 
disarmament to a mutating battlefield. The plot 
thickens when Russiasteps up with evidence al-
legedly provided by the Syrian government that 
conveniently implicates the rebels. It curdles 
when they waved asidethe ‘smoking gun’ which 
they say is actually an out of servicemissile and 
quickly point to the ‘made in USSR’sign.They 
can do so because the original UN report notes 
the presence of surface to surface missiles but 
their investigation reportedly has limited scope; 
it determines the ‘what, where & when’ and not 
the ‘who’ (Amanpour). It is open to interpreta-
tion since America has yet to share intelligence 
that conclusively proves Assad’s guilt. 

The ‘whodunit’ part remains unresolved 
prompting the former Cold War adversaries to 
join in the manhunt. Russiansare dismissive of 
UN findingsand continue to glower; they want 
attacks before 21st August investigated, spe-
cifically the March 19th 2013 incident. Both the 
US and Russia are playing for high stakes and 
their respective self-interests might color their 
world view.

The Middle East waits with bated breath 

as clouds of war darken the horizon, limited or 
otherwise. The fear of escalation is real. Resi-
dent analysts aren’t worried given these are 
meant to be surgical strikes and not a regime 
change – on paper at least. Syria is nothing like 
Iraq they insist. It is difficult to predict the con-
tours of an Assad free Syria, but there are plenty 
of takers in the form of jihadists mixed in with 
opposition waiting in the wings. That rebel fac-
tions are already turning on each other prompt-
ing Turkey to close a vital border and giving ex-
tremists a foothold, shows the aforementioned 
hydra prophesy coming to pass.

The United States, notwithstanding the 
string of Middle Eastern/South Asian misadven-
tures might believe that a credible threat of mili-
tary strikes brought Assad to his senses. Obama 
will not take them off the table. The Russians, 
despite their ominous warnings, would report-
edly not have interfered with America, had Syr-
ia refused to play nice. Does it also mean they 
will not run interference on the ground like they 
may have done in Afghanistan for some good 
old fashioned payback?

The HBO show that pursued the elusive 
trail of WMD’s on the Pak-Afghan border which 
could topple an administration and jeopardize 
America’s standing in the free world speaks to 
the seriousness of WMD related charges. Framed 
against a starkchemical warfare laced backdrop, 
the specter of Syria’slethalarsenalupstages its 
domestic woes.War must always be the last 
resort.  ‘Detox’ plans,on the other hand can be 
handy negotiating tools, notwithstanding their 
Russian origin. 

The writer is a freelance journalist who 
blogs at http://afrahjamal.blogspot.com. She 
can be reached at afrahjh@hotmail.com and 
on twitter @Afrahjh
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Afrah Jamal

‘The Newsroom’stumbled upon evidence of a black op 
codenamed ‘Genoa’ in Season 2 where Sarin was alleg-
edly used,but by Obama and not by Syrians. The show 
employed a premise that flitted withthe potential fallout 
should evidence of war crimes perpetrated by an American 
administrationwere to surface,and bore no resemblance - ac-
cidental or otherwise, to events that were to unfold a few 
weeks. The fictional Sarin saga would be resolved just as the 
Syrian episode was gaining traction. Syria’s use of banned 
Chemical weapons would send America’s Commander-in-
Chief scrambling to the war room to devise an appropriate 

DEBATE

Detox Debate
SYRIA’S

The Middle East waits with bated breath as 
clouds of war darken the horizon, limited 
or otherwise. The fear of escalation is real. 
Resident analysts aren’t worried given these are 
meant to be surgical strikes and not a regime 
change – on paper at least. Syria is nothing like 
Iraq they insist. 

The ‘whodunit’ part 
remains unresolved 
prompting the former 
Cold War adversaries 
to join in the manhunt. 
Russians are dismissive of 
UN findingsand continue 
to glower; they want 
attacks before 21st August 
investigated, specifically the 
March 19th 2013 incident. 
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COMMENT

Tammy Swofford

T
he manyproblems afflicting the 
poor can be heralded as stemming 
primarily from economic lack. But 
not all issues are due to economic 
constraint nor because a lack of 

formal education. I have found great wisdom, 
ingenuity and kindness amongst the poor.  But 
the poor are no different than any other demo-
graphic when it comes to the need for govern-
mental provision of solutions for heart-rending 
societal tragedy.  

It is hard for any of us to examine our his-
tory, culture and family to determine the small 
adjustments which need to be made to bless our 
future generations.But when little girls die due 
to cultural acceptance of child brides, it is time 
for all of us to join hands. This scenario should 
not be allowed to play out again. The recently 
publicized case of the death of a child bride 
occurred in Yemen.  Rawan, an eight year old 
girl, died from injuries sustained during sexual 
intercourse with an older man. Hemorrhage, a 
ruptured vaginal vault, perforated uterus and 
peritonitis seem probable.Rawan undoubtedly 
suffered excruciating pain related to her injuries. 

Wince now.  Let's discuss this issue.
Cross-pollination of ideas is the begin-

ning point for an endpoint of measurable 
outcomes. We need policies which will 
shepherd the people to a place of un-
derstandingregarding the line between 
childhood and adulthood. Maturity is 
the benchmark for marriage.

Reaching for a selection on my 
bookshelf, I opened a copy of "The 
Arab of the Desert: A Glimpse into 
Badawin Life in Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia," written by H.R.P. Dickson.  
It was first published in 1949. I con-
sider myself lucky to have the second 
edition, which still has a minimally 
damaged dust cover. The selection 
examines tribal customs. Itis quite de-
tailed and one of the loveliest of books 
in my library.  Chapter VIII is dedicated to 
the topic of marriage and divorce.  But prior 
to quoting the words of the author, let me note 
that the dedication is "with affection and respect 
to my friend His Highness Shaikh Sir Ahmad al 
Jabir al Sabah, K.C.S.I., K.C.I.E, distinguished 
Ruler of Kuwait and staunch supporter of Great 
Britain in the Persian Gulf and Arabia."   

The dilemma of

The aforementioned is noted for a rea-
son.  When the western journalists write to 
seek policy change for societal health, they 

can be cast as Islamophobic.  That imprint 
is not on the author's page, 

nor my own writing. 
My imprint is for 
healthy policy. So let 
me quote a bit regard-
ing tribal custom. It 
will serve as a diving 
board into a pool of 

thought.
"The marriage laws among the Badawin 

tribes in Arabia are simple in the extreme.... 
First-cousin marriage is the invariable rule. 
A girl belongs of right to the son of her fa-
ther's brother ('ibndm) unless he expressly 
renounces the right to marry her.... If a girl 
refuses to be wedded to her ibn 'dm, he 
may slay her without becoming liable to 
pay blood money in compensation."

Laws which are simple in the 
extreme.... This is the nature of tribal 
laws. They are understood by all and 
passed down by oral tradition.  They 
are anchored in an honor code which 

can be as beautiful as the henna on a 
bride's hands or as deadly as an unsheathed dag-
ger. 

Rawan was a Yemeni child who found 
herself married, and then quickly buried, 

because of tribal custom.  There is a Hadith that 
a virgin gives her consent (for marriage) by her 
silence.  Rawan was a silent partner in her own 
death. What eight-year old can even find a voice 
to protest her predicament when an older man 
seeks her as a nubile sexual prize?The price for 
her life? It is a dowry.

National policies which flow from cen-
tralized governance require simple and gently-
applied solutions which interface with cultural 
complexities. The customs surrounding dowry 
and marriage as a means for income or to ce-
ment political loyalties of men are as old as the 
history of written man.  Where are the solu-
tions?

It is interesting that Chapter IX of "The 
Arab of the Desert" is titled, "Women's Secrets".  
And perhaps it is within the world of women 
that answers must be sought.  The men may hold 
the outward signs of power. But it is the women 
who retain the internal locus of control over the 
secrets harbored by the community.  This flow 
of information is also a form of power which 
can be harnessed when seeking societal adjust-
ments for the betterment of little girls.

HooriaMashhour, Yemen's Human Rights 
minister has the right idea.  "Many child mar-
riages take place every year in Yemen.  It's time 
to end this practice."   But from speech to actual 
sociometric outcomes is an uphill battle in na-
tions such as Yemen.  In 2009, Yemen's parlia-
ment passed legislation increasingthe minimum 

age of marriage to seventeen. But hidebound 
members of parliament reduced the measure to 
sentiment with their political obstinenceagainst 
what is essentially a women's health issue. 

Rawan is dead.  But the women of Ye-
men know exactly how many of their young 
daughters are being married to older men. It is 
the women who hold this secret in their hands. 
There is no need to raise awareness. Women are 
very much aware of what is happening in their 
communities.  Ask them! 

So it is the women who must be sought 
out. Provide them with a platform for a com-
munal forum. Let their voices be heeded when 
considering policies which benefit little girls.  
There is no braver person to take up the defense 
of a daughter than the mother who gave her 
birth.  It is the mothers who must be given the 
right and legal avenue to be “first responders" 
against pressure to give their young daughters 
in marriage.

Policies must be directed toward empow-
ering women in their role as advocates against 
child marriage. Public resources are needed to 
bring about these desirable changes.  What ap-
pear to be draconian policies will merely drive 
the practice underground.  The women and their 
secrets, their role in advocacy, is pivotal.

The writer is a freelance journalist and 
author of the novel Arsenal. She can be reached 
at tammyswof@msn.com

child 
brides

Rawan was a Yemeni child who found 
herself married, and then quickly buried, 
because of tribal custom.  There is a 
Hadith that a virgin gives her consent 
(for marriage) by her silence.  Rawan 
was a silent partner in her own death. 
What eight-year old can even find a voice 
to protest her predicament when an 
older man seeks her as a nubile sexual 
prize?The price for her life? It is a dowry.



Yasmeen Aftab Ali

E
very society needs laws. Laws 
regulate the lives between people 
and people, between people and 
society and between people and 
the government.The objective of 

any legal system will be providing answers to 
everyday problems that arise. In the absence of 
laws, anarchy and chaos will reign supreme.

Laws to be effective, must work well on 
two levels. First, they must be clear, lucidly 
comprehensive, addressing issues intelligently. 
Second, they must be implemented in spirit. 
Some of the best laws fail because the imple-
mentation is lacking.

Laws need to be revisited with time. So-
cieties change, circumstances change and the 
needs of people change along with.  Laws need 
to fulfill the need of the society. If they do not-
it’s not worth the piece of paper written on.

Giving of bride’s dowry is a common 
practice in many parts of the world, especially in 
South Asia, in countries such as India, Bangla-
desh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Nepal.An unusual 
exception to the dowry custom in South Asia is 
found in Bhutan. The dowry system does not 
exist in Bhutan; inheritance is matrilineal, and 
daughters do not take their father's name at birth 
or their husband's name upon marriage. Rural 
land may be registered in a woman’s name.

The Dowry and Bridal Gifts (Restriction) 
Act, 1976 is one such Act that desperately await 
the attention of lawmakers in Pakistan. It re-
stricts the amount spent on dowry not to exceed 
rupees five thousand.The amount of cash and 
gifts given to the bridegroom likewise cannot 
exceed the same amount. The value of present 
to bride and bridegroom from guests may not 
exceed rupees one hundred. Government offi-
cials iethe President, the Prime Minister, Fed-
eral Minister, Chief Minister of State, Adviser, 
Governor, Speaker, Deputy Speaker, the Chair-
man or the Deputy Chairman of the Senate, 
Parliamentary Secretary, Member of the Sen-
ate, National Assembly or Provincial Assem-
bly, Government servant or an official serving 
in any corporation, industry or establishment 
owned, controlled or managed by Government 
shall not receive any present in connection with 
his marriage or the marriage of his son or daugh-
ter except from his relations. Understandably, in 
order to ensure no‘bribes’ or ‘expensive favors’ 
are given in form of ‘gifts.’

The Act further states that the total 

expenditure on all the wedding functions must 
not exceed rupees two thousand five hundred. 
The list of the dowry must be furnished with the 
Registrar. The violator may suffer an imprison-
ment up to six months or a fine of rupees ten 
thousand or both. The dowry, presents in excess 
of the amount allowed under the Act will be for-
feited by the Federal Government.

The law lies on the back burner, gathering 
dust, forgotten and ignored. It rightly deserves 
to be forgotten and ignored. The law does not 
take the rising inflation into consideration; it 
does not take different income level strata into 
consideration thereby making allowance for dif-
ferent income group classes to spend different 
amounts as per their affordability. Interestingly, 
there is no provision in the law prohibiting the 
bridegroom’s family demanding a dowry. If 
we look at The Dowry Prohibition Act of In-
dia 1961, anyone demanding dowry, may be 
imprisoned up till five years and fined up till 
fifteen thousand rupees or both. However, this 
law fails in most part as it is not implemented 
.Rahul Bedi states 8391 dowry death cases were 
reported across India, meaning a bride was 
burned every 90 minutes, according to statistics 
recently released by the National Crime Records 
Bureau in 2010. (Published: Telegraph U.K Feb. 
27, 2012)

The dire need of the day is for the lawmak-
ers to revisit The Dowry and Bridal Gifts (Re-
striction) Act, 1976.It needs a close scrutiny.

If any law fails to protect the rights of citi-
zens and lays out clauses that are clearly out of 
touch with reality, they will fail at the implemen-
tation level. In our society demand for dowry is 
not an uncommon phenomenon.This needs to be 
stopped. In many cases, the parents and the fam-
ily of the bride-to-be may just not be able to ful-
fill the demands made. Law governing against 
making demands need to be made part of the Act. 
In other cases, there is an excess of money spent 
on wedding function(s), gifts to families and 
the dowry given. Those who are affluent must 
observe reasonable limitations not only in giv-
ing of a dowry but also of wedding presents so 
to avoid vulgar ostentatiousness. However, the 
amounts suggested in the Act are neither practi-
cal nor reasonable and certainly not in line with 
the inflation today. Instead of stating amounts to 
be spent, a formula based on a certain percent-
age of income of the head of the family calculat-
ed over a certain period of time may be a more 
practical option.For those in tax paying bracket; 
spending can be determined in proportion to tax 

paid 
by the parent(s) and/or the marrying couples 
themselves. Not only the dowry list but also au-
thentic verified receipts with latest tax challan 
should be submitted not to the Registrar but the 
local Union Council within ten days of the wed-
ding date. If bride and bridegroom are living in 
different areas with different Union Councils, it 
will make practical sense to submit both at one 
of the two Union Council Offices. However, re-
ceipt by Union Council upon submission of list, 
must be presented for record of the Union Coun-
cil where the other party resides.

Lawmakers in Pakistan need to 
scrutinize,evaluate, take a hard look at ground 
realities before forming a law. Legislation is 
the task of parliamentarians. Running of minis-
tries is best left to relevant technocrats. Let not, 
words of Walter Bagehot ring true, “A Parlia-
ment is nothing less than a big meeting of more 
or less idle people.”

The writer is a lawyer, academic and 
political analyst. She has authored a book, 
‘A Comparative Analysis of Media and Me-
dia Laws in Pakistan.’She can be reached 
atyasmeenali62@gmail.com or  twitter: @
yasmeen_9.
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The Dowry and Bridal Gifts (Re-
striction) Act, 1976 is one such Act 
that desperately await the attention 
of lawmakers in Pakistan. It restricts 
the amount spent on dowry not to 
exceed rupees five thousand.

The Bride’sDowry!
The Dowry and Bridal Gifts (Restriction) Act, 1976 
lies on the back burner, gathering dust, forgotten and 

ignored. It rightly deserves to be forgotten and ignored.

OPINION

The violator 
may suffer an 

imprisonment up 
to six months or 
a fine of rupees 

ten thousand 
or both. The 

dowry, presents 
in excess of the 
amount allowed 

under the Act 
will be forfeited 
by the Federal 
Government
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Sabria Chowdhury Balland

The recent lifting of the moratorium 
on capital punishment in Indiais an 
eerie secrecy.  There has been a de-
cision to hang the allegedperpetra-
tor of human rights crimes in the 

liberation war of Bangladeshwhich has sparked 
incessant political unrest. The continual prac-
ticesof executions in the United States just to 
name a few examples are only too reminis-
cent of the manner in which Anders Breivik, 
the Norwegian right wing extremist who was 
accused of killing 77 people in cold blood has 
been sentenced.

Breivik has been sentenced to 21 years 
(which can be extended) in prison in 2011. This 
fact alone has been a shocking blow to most 
people outside of Norway. In addition to what 
appears to be an extreme light sentence to say 
the least, those 21 years will hardly be spent in 
a harsh labour camp. He will spend his years in 
a three-room cell with a TV, exercise room and 
“Ikea-style furniture”.

 If there are doubts and questions as to 
where lies the justice in the Norwegian penal 
system, and if such a sentencing is regarded as 
lax, what should be noted is that the justice sys-
tem in Norway is just plain different and worth 
considering.

 The American justice system like those 

of many in the Western world is based on the 
principles of retributive justice. In other words, 
it defines justice as appropriately punishing a 
person for an act which is harmful to society. 
This form of justice encompasses the ideas of 
incapacitating a criminal from committing oth-
er crimes, rehabilitating criminals to re-join so-
ciety and deterring other potential criminals.

 Therefore, retributive justice enforces 
rule of law, based on abstract ideas of moral-
ity and fairness.  Crimes are measured by their 
damage to society and the justice system deliv-
ers the appropriate punishment.

 Justice in and of itself is regarded as valu-
able and not so necessarily for the deterrence 

effects.  In such a system, the punishment must 
fit the crime and 21 years in a comfortable 
apartment which can hardly be regarded as a 
prison cell hardly fits the crime of 77 premedi-
tated murders.

It is unimaginably difficult to put one-
self in the places of the families and friends of 
victims of criminal act but how justice can be 
regarded as delivered and closure obtained by 
the concepts of “an eye for an eye” is equally 
difficult to fathom.

To a stark contrast, the Norwegian, much 
studied justice system isbased on the principles 
of restorative justice. It is a system based on 
healing for the victims, for society, and for the 

"But secondly you say ‘society must exact vengeance, and society 
must punish’. Wrong on both counts. Vengeance comes from the 
individual and punishment from God.” 
The last days of a condemned man by Victor Hugo 

criminal. There is nothing in this system which particu-
larly addresses the punishment of the criminal and on 
fact, even takes his or her needs into account.

 Therefore, the concern for the victims and how to 
meet their needs is at the core of the restorative justice 
system. In the Breivik trial, this meant giving every victim 
and their families a direct voice.

 Victims were individually represented by 174 
court-appointed lawyersand the court heard 77 autopsy 
reports and long biographies voicing his or her unfulfilled 
ambition and dreams.

In an American trial of a similar crime in the retribu-
tive system, the trial is primarily about hearing about the 
case against the criminal. This also happens in Norway but 
with a softer approach. Space is given to the victims, not 
as evidence but to allow the trial to be like a forum for the 
victims to heal and to confront the person who has harmed 
them. The trial is thus not merely about proving or disprov-
ing guilt but of releasing the sufferings of the victims.

This may seem too difficult to comprehend for most of 
us who are not in the least bit accustomed to this restorative 
style of justice, and no doubt, many disagree with it. How-
ever, what cannot and should not be ignored is the humane 
approach to a society’s dealing with not merely punishing 
criminals for their wrong doings but concentrating on heal-
ing them and fixing what is wrong to be able to allow them 
eventually to be respectable members of society.

If this sounds far too idealistic, it should be noted that 
not only does the Norwegian work; it does so with a very 
high rate of success. 80% of the criminals released from 
the Norwegian prison systems are able to successfully in-
tegrate back into society and stay away from committing 
crimes again. The picture in the United States is far from 
being as positive, not to mention that executions cost 
more than life in prison, the innocent maybe  and are 
only too often wrongly accused it is not a deterrent 
and crime rates have not decreased.

To quote President Jimmy Carter, the death 
penalty is “wasteful, immoral and discriminatory”.   
The question of morality cannot be ignored. Sim-
ply put, killing is wrong and immoral. So, do two 
wrongs make a right?

The writer is an English and French pro-
fessor and columnist residing in the USA and 
France. She can be reached at scballand@gmail.
com

Wrong on both counts
The American justice 

system like those of 

many in the Western 

world is based on the 

principles of retributive 

justice. In other words, 

it defines justice 

as appropriately 

punishing a person for 

an act which is harmful 

to society. This form of 

justice encompasses 

the ideas of 

incapacitating a 

criminal from 

committing 

other crimes, 

rehabilitating 

criminals to 

re-join society 

and deterring 

other 

potential 

criminals.
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Iran's

I
ranian supreme leader Ali Khamenei 
coined an important new turn of phrase: 
“I agree with what I defined years ago 
as ‘heroic flexibility,’ because that ap-
proach is very good and necessary in 

certain situations, as long as we adhere to our 
principles,” he said in his speech on September 
17.

What is that “heroic flexibility” and where 
will it lead negotiations with Iran? On that, there 
endless interpretations in Iran. The parliament’s 
speaker, Ali Larijani, explained that “heroic 
flexibility means a tactic of conducting negotia-
tions, not a strategy.” 

The commander of the Revolutionary 
Guards, Reza Naqdi, on the conservative end of 
the spectrum, also supports “heroic flexibility” 
as a tactical measure, while Mansour Haghigh-
atpour, a member of the presidency of the Ira-
nian parliament’s National Security Committee, 
explained in a media interview that heroic flex-
ibility means that at one point you use force to 
attain goals and at another, a different tactic. 

At least in official discourse in Iran, all 

concur that an essential turning point has been 
reached. In February, Khamenei declared: “I am 
a revolutionary, not a diplomat.” And now he 
talks about diplomatic flexibility. 

Larijani was opposed until recently to 
any talks with the American administration un-
til it changed its policies, and about a decade 
ago he attacked Rohani freezing Iran’s nuclear 
program. And now, he too is toeing the line of 
“flexibility.” 

This discourse is strategically important 
in and of itself, because Iran has chosen, con-
trary to accepted political wisdom, to raise the 
level of expectations from it out of the under-
standing that it will have to pay the piper. But 
it is mainly Rohani who will have to navigate 
between negotiations with the West and his crit-
ics at home. 

Rohani knows the Americans well, hav-
ing been one of the three senior Iranian officials 
who dealt directly with the Irangate affair in the 
1980s, in which Israel and the United States sold 
weapons to Iran, first in exchange for the release 
of American hostages in Lebanon and later for 

money that went to the Contras in Nicaragua. 
Rohani is well connected to all the insti-

tutions of the regime and knows how to weave 
together political coalitions. The main ques-
tion is not whether Khamenei will approve of 
Rohani’splans, it is whether Rohani will man-
age to create a political coalition in Iran that 
will persuade Khamenei to pour meaning into 
the phrase “heroic flexibility.” 

The turning point in the Iranian move, 
which waited for the outcome of the Iranian 
election, is also the first significant outcome of 
the policy of sanctions. In this, the aggressive 
diplomatic struggle waged by the U.S. together 
with the West can chalk up a victory. Because 
that same “heroic flexibility” is intended first 
and foremost to extricate Iran from the severe 
economic crisis in which it has found itself as 
result of international punishment, which it 
expects to scale back until it disappears com-
pletely. 

– HAARETZ

Iran's : Marketing ploy or strategy?

'heroic flexibility’

What is that “heroic 
flexibility” and where 

will it lead negotiations 
with Iran? On that, 

there endless interpre-
tations in Iran. The 

parliament’s speaker, 
Ali Larijani, explained 
that “heroic flexibility 
means a tactic of con-
ducting negotiations, 

not a strategy.” 

EA Report

In what appears to be a last ditch effort to 
ward off privatization, the management of the 
Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) unveiled a 
plan to add international flights to boost revenue 
and achieve breakeven within a year.

PIA will add 16 weekly services to cit-
ies like Toronto, Manchester, Birmingham 
and Dubai as part of its initiative to use lim-
ited aircraft on profitable routes and rollback 
operations from loss-making destinations, PIA 
Managing Director Captain JunaidYunus told a 
press conference.

It has also decided to give a tough time to 
domestic competitors as it starts operating nine 
additional flights between Karachi, Islamabad, 
Lahore and Quetta from next month.

Yunus, who remained composed through-
out the press conference despite facing stringent 
questions, insisted PIA’s main problem was 
lack of revenues.

“The entire PIA problem is that of (low-
er) revenues. If we are able to shore up sales, 
then we will breakeven in a year,” he said. “We 
needed aircraft for that and unfortunately there 
have been delays.”

About the high number of employees, he 
said salaries were not a substantial part of cost. 
“In the next five years, many of them will re-
tire and we estimate the strength will reduce to 
12,000 to 13,000.”Currently, PIA has 16,600 
employees on its payroll with additional 2,700 
working on contractual basis.

But the measure for the proposed turn-
around of PIA comes at a time when the govern-
ment has announced its intentions to privatize 
the national carrier.In a speech broadcast last 
week, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif described 
financially troubled state-owned enterprises in-
cluding PIA as a drain on taxpayers’ money.

“I am not challenging the government’s 
decision in any way,” said Yunus, who was ap-
pointed last year. “All I am saying is that we 
realize that PIA cannot continue to eat up Rs3 
billion a month from national exchequer and we 
are trying to fix that problem on our own.”

PIA has set a target to increase revenue by 
additional Rs1.5 billion from these additional 
flights. Out of the 38 aircraft in its fleet, it has 26 
operational planes.Yunus said the engineering 
department has been able to make eight A-310 
aircraft serviceable while another one is being 
worked upon.

“We have fought really hard for the air-
craft. As a matter of fact, the highest number of 
tenders has been issued in my tenure,” he said.

In the last couple of months, the airline 
made nine attempts to lease aircraft that were 
all interrupted because of political or other rea-
sons.

“Nevertheless, we are going ahead with 
our plans to induct 14 aircrafts by 2014. The 
government has given us only Rs3 billion for 
this. We are talking with banks to raise the rest,” 
said Yunus.

Successive governments have dripped-

fed PIA with funds from national coffers, which 
were siphoned off in payments to vendors and 
interest payments as soon as money came.

Last capital injection of $160 million 
came under the government of former president 
Pervez Musharraf that was used to lease B-777s 
and A-310s.

Yunus said the airline was looking at cut-
ting cost and adopting zero-tolerance policy 
against indiscipline. From Rs45.27 per gallon 
in 2002, jet fuel price surged to Rs298 in 2012. 
Over 56% of PIA’s revenues are eaten up in fuel 
cost.

 Learning from Malaysia Airlines
The famed IdrisJala, the person respon-

sible for the turnaround of Malaysia Airlines 
and the airliner’s CEO, who met PIA officials 
a few days back, must have left an impression 
on JunaidYunus.

“Jala used to evaluate profits of all the 
routes individually. The ones in loss were shut 
down. That’s what we are doing now as we con-
stantly analyze the network. Some stations have 
already been shut and staff called back.”

PIA has stopped flights to Chicago, Frank-
furt-Amsterdam, Kandahar and Zahedan, which 
were bleeding because of low passenger traffic. 
PIA operates to 33 international destinations.

Being the national airline, it operates to 
Chitral, Gilgit, Dera Ismail Khan and Turbat, 
which altogether cost it between Rs200 million 
and Rs300 million every year.

PIA FIGHTS BACK PRIVATIZATION
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Saleem Shaikh 

Y
oung farmer Baskiya was over-
come with grief when she saw 
most of her near-harvest maize 
crop badly blighted by unwant-
ed rainfall and gusty winds. 

She had sown maize on half an acre in June in 
Danyore, a scenic mountain village to the north 
of River Gilgit, few kms from Gilgit town in re-
mote northern Pakistan. 

The River Gilgit, in Upper Indus Basin 
area, is main tributary of the Indus River.

While her crop was few days away from 
harvest, sudden rains and stormy winds late 
night of 13 September dampened her hopes for 
robust harvest from her crop. “On September 
12, it was a perfect sunny day and weather was 
absolutely clear. There were no chances for any 
rain. So much so, I had given last round of ir-
rigation to the maize crop from a nearby spring 
water channel. But sudden rainstorm and heavy 
winds flattened 80 percent of the standing crop 
on half an acre,” the young female farmer said, 
holding a clump of unaffected leafy stalk of 
maize.

Baskiya said that although the rain-hit 
maize crop will be used now only as fodder for 
her livestock, she won’t be able to recover even 
the cost she bore for preparing land and purchas-
ing essential inputs like seed. For, its corns have 
been completely damaged. “I feel at loss,” she 
said, softly and with her eyebrows raised.

“We farmers are really helpless before 
the erratic and inconsistent weather. We are 
thinking to abandon growing maize and wheat 
and cultivate cash crops like tomato and potato 
instead that are short-duration and less water-
intensive,” Baskiya said while cutting the flat-
tened maize stalks with suckle to use it as fodder 
for her cattle.

Maize is the second most important crop 
after wheat in Upper Indus Basin (UIB) area in 
northern Pakistan, mostly grown as kharif crop. 

Wheat is sown as winter crop in the Basin area.
Both are mainly grown as both grain and 

fodder. The grain is used mainly for human con-
sumption while dry matter (Stover) is used for 
livestock during winter. 

“Owing to erratic weather patterns, area 
under the staple crops in most of the Gilgit-Bal-
tistan province in UIB has shrunk alarmingly 
and vegetables are now being grown as cash 
crops,” conceded Asmat Ali, Director of the 
Gilgit-Baltistan Agriculture Department  Gilgit 
Baltistan.

Now, estimated 70 percent of the wheat 
consumed locally is imported from Punjab and 
Sindh provinces in south Pakistan, he said. 

But cash crop farmers are no exception ei-
ther as far as adverse fallouts of erratic weather 
patterns are concerned. They have their own 
story of cash crop failures. 

Ali Da’ad, 50, is a vegetable farmer in the 
Danyore village. His cash crops such as potato 
and tomato have been struck by lightning sev-
eral times over last seven years, particularly dur-
ing summer months (June-October).  

“There has been significant escalation in 
sky lightning activity and thunderstorm over last 
10 years [particularly during summer months] 
that has been sending fires raging towards crop 
lands and populated areas in the Gilgit town and 
surrounding villages. It has been causing dam-
ages to food and cash crops,” Da’ad said, in a 
disconsolate tone. 

Growing staple or cash crops has turned 
to be ‘utterly’ unprofitable business because of 
erratic weather pattern, he griped. 

“In Gilgit district, during summer month’s 
rains are no more even and fall in patches. And, 
sometimes it is intense and some times not. 
Thus, crop failures from intense rainfall have 
become frequent happening in the area,” Da’d 
elaborated. 

Delayed snowmelt even in the months of 
May and June is another serious hitch for farm-
ers in the area. 

“Snowmelt used to begin from April, 
causing mountain streams to replenish with 
gushing water. The water would enable farmers 
to sow seasonal vegetable crops and maize crop 
from late May. But, prolonged winter season 
up to May render local farmers almost unable 
to grow cash/vegetable and staple crops (Maize 
and Wheat),” the farmer Ali Da’ad pointed out.

Nek Parveen, senior representative of 
Local Support Organization Danyore (LSO-D) 
says as compared to men, women are more 

involved in agricultural activity. However, 
changing weather pattern and unavailability of 
water due to delayed snowmelt has multiplied 
their miseries too.

“Women wheat farmers in Sultanabad 

village adjacent to the Danyore village suffered 
massive financial losses early this April, as 
they had to pre-maturely harvest after farmers 
sensed its growth has halted, because, the crop 
received irrigation supplies late by 50 days. It 
was so because water from mountain streams 
was not available due to delayed snowmelt,” 
she recalled.

Muhammad Iqbal, chairman of the LSO-
Danyore, says incidents of crop damages have 
increasingly become frequent due to growing 
rainfall variability.

“Some 15 years back, the rains used to 
come at the same time in the entire Gilgit-Bal-
tistan province. Now, this is no more the case. 

So much so, rains are not even equal in this 
Danyore village. When it rains in eastern part 
of the village, west remains without it,” Iqbal 
said. 

Besides, rains never come when farmers 
need them and they come when they do not need 
them, he said and added, “Weather pattern has 
really become perplexing for mountain farmers 
to follow.”

Chief Meteorologist at the state-owned 
Pakistan Meteorology Department, Ghulam 
Rasul, said that climate change has imposed 
rather negative impacts on the rainfall systems 
in mountainous Gilgit-Baltistan province.

“For the province, our studies show that 

since 1961 there has been decreasing trend in 
rainfall terms of frequency but rise in intensity,” 
he remarked while quoting from his research 
paper ‘Seasonal Variation of Rainy Days in 
Pakistan’ published early this year in the Paki-
stan Journal of Meteorology. 

Rasul highlighted that the area is highly 
significant solid precipitation in winter (Nov-
Feb) as it retains the world largest frozen water 
reservoir that feeds the Indus river system – a 
lifeline for Pakistan’s agro-based economy. 

However, constant falling winter precipi-
tation/snowfall trend due to swelling tempera-
tures in the area points to a scary situation. For, 
it is affecting Pakistan’s hydrological cycle and 
hampering agricultural growth of the country, 
he added. 

Mountain farmers need to be mentally 
prepared for rapidly shifting weather pattern 
and the vagaries of erratic/intense rainfall, Mu-
hammad Iqbal of LSO-Danyore cautioned.

“Investing in farmers’ climate adaptation 
capacity building and knowledge development 
can help them cope with impacts of climatic 
variability on their crops. Besides, there is 
strong need for building small to medium water 
reservoirs in sub-mountainous and low eleva-
tion plains to harvest stream and spring waters 
for using them in dry/winter seasons,” Iqbal 
suggested.

Jamil Uddin, Programme Manager for 
Gilgit region, says: “Our experiences show that 
information sharing with mountain farmers and 
community members about better, proven adap-
tation and mitigation measures can effectively 
help farmers cope with aftermaths of ‘rapidly 
occurring’ climatic variability.” 

One option that can help farmers signifi-
cantly in tackling effects of climate change on 
agriculture and water availability is to set up 
an open communication networks that involves 
free mobile SMSs, and FM radios for communi-
cating timely weather forecasts and best adapta-
tion and mitigation knowledge to the mountain 
farmers and local people to improve their resil-
ience, he said.

He stressed that adaptation to climate 
change impacts on mountain farming is vital to 
support the livelihood of rural populations and 
maintain an acceptable level of food security.

 
Saleem Shaikh and Sughra Tunio are 

climate change and development writers based 
in Islamabad, Pakistan.

Mountain 
farmers’ 
rainfall 

variability 
woes

Mountain farmers need to be mentally prepared for rapidly 
shifting weather pattern and the vagaries of erratic/intense 
rainfall, Muhammad Iqbal of LSO-Danyore cautioned.
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National Day
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