






he �rst thing �rst: there is no threat to the democratic 
process in the country from the armed forces. It's on record 
that the forces' high command has exhibited extreme 

patience and helped the civil rulers in confronting serious challenges 
by conducting it through heavy waters of poor governance; yet the 
underlying tone of most of the high-decibel oratory in joint session 
of parliament was that the sit-ins at the D-Chowk are part of a 'plan' 
to wrap up the democratic system. �e hard fact is that the sit-inners 
have challenged the government headed by Nawaz Sharif that enjoys 
a comfortable majority in the parliament, and is fully empowered to 
handle it. Perhaps, it is the common fear of being wrapped up, based 
on our history that has generated the commitment of unity. 

If protesters' demands had to be discussed and met outside the 
precincts of parliament then what was the need of a joint session of 
parliament, which has proved to be nothing more than a platform for 
lung-bursting speeches and a washing board for dirty linen. Good or 
bad, the joint session has done its duty; there is no danger to the 
government or the system. 

�e joint session may not have resolved the impasse and achieved 
something concrete but the sit-inners outside the parliament have. 
�ey have fomented su�cient anarchy to force deferment of 
Chinese President Xi Jinping's �rst-ever visit to Pakistan. Does the 
sit-inners leadership wants to test the strength of Pak-China 
friendship? At these trying times for Pakistan, China is ready to 
invest 34 billion dollars in a range of projects including power plants, 
rail-road networks, Karachi-Lahore Motorway and, 
Sinkiang-Gwadar economic corridor. �ere is not much in evidence 
to suggest that Imran Khan and TahirulQadri have acknowledged 
the damage that they have caused to national interest by creating a 
situation that President Xi had to put o� his visit. 

�e protest — which sometimes looks like a carnival, complete with 
music and fun activities — appears to be an expensive exercise.  So 
far, the short-term �nancial cost on account of the political �ux is 
projected to be Rs800bn — Rs300bn in capital market and Rs500bn 
because of the rupee’s depreciation (which increases the debt volume 
and leads to shortfall in trade and investment). 

All other de�cits [current account, trade] are compounded by the 
trust de�cit. �e low credibility of the government is re�ected in the 
low [under 10pc] tax-to-GDP ratio”. 

Moody’s and other risk assessment companies, which improved the 
sovereign rating from negative to positive have already threatened a 
review to Pakistan’s economic ratting.
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t may not be a ‘real Pakistan’, the one 
dreamt by Quaid-i-Azam, Allama 
Iqbal and the founding fathers but it’s 
a much better Pakistan today than the 

one witnessed in the 80s and 90s when 
Imran Khan was playing cricket and 
Nawaz Sharif and Benazir Bhutto were 
conspiring with the establishment against 
each other. �us, the return of old 
Pakistan would be a disaster for this coun-
try.

Imran Khan showed interest in politics in 
1993 for the �rst time after playing cricket 
for 21 years and entered politics by 
making Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).

In 18 years, PTI has emerged as the 
second largest party in the 2013 elections. 
During all these years, Imran spent eight 
days in jail and sat on hunger strike for 48 
hours.He has brought a new colour to 
politics, new cadre, new class and it’s good 
to hear that he intends to make Pakistan 
‘clean of corruption.’ 

It is still believed that he is not giving a 
good message by asking the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa (KP) cabinet, led by Chief 
Minister Pervaiz Khattak, to be on a 
container instead of looking after the 
provincial government.     

�e two are supposed to be separated and 
have separate functions as well — at least 
this is what the spirit behind the PTI’s 
constitution shows. 

Corruption and poor governance are still 
big issues but at least some signs of politi-
cal stability are there (before this Dharna). 
But Imran should be thankful to this 
‘Naya Pakistan where he is allowed to 
protest as long as he wants though the 
economic e�ect of this Dharna has already 
been reported to be over Rs1 trillion. It is 
an eye-opener for the government, PTI 
and Pakistan Awami Tehreek (PAT) of 
Dr Tahirul Qadri. 

Pakistani politics have improved since the 
historic accord called the ‘Charter of 
Democracy,’ signed by the two arch rivals 
of the 80 and 90s — late Benazir Bhutto 
and Nawaz Sharif — in 2006.

But Pakistan has come a long way from 
the worst kind of political persecution to a 
reasonable level of political tolerance. �e 
nation waited for 67 years since indepen-
dence to see the �rst smooth transfer of 
power in the 2013 elections, followed by 
presidential elections. � u s , 
one can say it’s a 
‘ n e w l y - b o r n 
Pakistan.’

What happened in Model Town in 
Lahore on June 17 and on August 30 in 
Islamabad, were some of the legacies of 
old Pakistan. But in the ‘Naya Pakistan’, 
Imran Khan and Dr Tahirul Qadri are still 
holding their ‘Dharnas’ or they would have 
been in jail, particularly after the PTV 
incident, in the old Pakistan for a 
minimum of three to seven years if not 10 
or 11 years. 

Had it been the product of old Pakistan, 
Imran would have either been under-
ground for 10 to 20 years or in long deten-
tion like late GM Syed or Bacha Khan 
(Khan Abdul Gha�ar Khan).

Had it been the old Pakistan, martial law 
would have been imposed by now, under 
the cover of Dharna, attack on PTV, 
Parliament House, PM House and 
Pakistan Secretariat. Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif with his cabinet, Imran and 
Qadri with their leaders and other politi-
cal leaders would have been in detention 
under the Maintenance of Public Order 
(MPO) or in the worst scenario facing 
military courts.

Had it been the old Pakistan, cracks would 
have widened after Ch Aitzaz Ahsan’s 

outburst during the 
joint session 

and Ch 

Nisar Ali Khan would have been allowed 
to respond in the hardest possible way. 
But, in the Naya Pakistan, the interior 
minister created history by giving democ-
racy priority over self-respect. One expects 
from Aitzaz a similar response when 
parliament would have met again.

Had it been the old Pakistan, the 
president of Pakistan would have 
dissolved the assemblies under Article 
58-2(b) and the prime minister and his 
cabinet would have been sent to jail. In the 
Naya Pakistan, former president Asif Ali 
Zardari has surrendered all his powers to 
parliament. Now, the head of the state is a 
�gure head and all powers rest with the 
elected prime minister.

Had it been the old Pakistan, the PTI 
MNAs would have been kidnapped, 
shifted to some rest houses, given 
briefcases full of money and by now many 
of PTI MNAs would have changed their 
loyalties. But, in the ‘Naya Pakistan,’ a 
party MNA remains loyal to the party 
unless he or she himself decides not to 
follow party discipline but can’t join the 
government or any other party as long as 
he or she is an MNA.

Had it been the old Pakistan, martial law 
would have been imposed and politics 
would have been banned, newspapers and 
channels would have either been closed or 
strict censorship would have been 
imposed. In the Naya Pakistan, the major-
ity of the channels are anti-government.

Had it been the old Pakistan, the judiciary 
would have given legitimacy to any 
martial law under the Law of Necessity.

Had it been the old Pakistan, this 
‘Dharna,’ would not have entered Islam-
abad or dispersed near Faizabad by force. 
�e opposition in the National Assembly 
and in the Senate would have been on the 
container, instead of backing parliament. 
A Grand Opposition Alliance (GOA) 
would be leading the movement.

Had it been the old Pakistan, the PML-N 
would have formed the government at all 
costs in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and in 
Balochistan and would have created 
destabilisation in Sindh or enforced the 
Governor’s Rule.

Had it been the old Pakistan, unanimous 
amendments would not have been passed 
to improve the democratic system 
through 18th, 19th and 20th amendments 
and instead the ruling party would have 
been busy in increasing its strength.

�us, it would be very di�cult for Imran 
to build a ‘Naya Pakistan,’ with an old 
script, with old producers and directors, 
with veteran actors, who remained part 
and parcel of military dictators.

Imran Khan or Dr Tahirul Qadri can’t 
give a call to peasants, labourers, trade 
unions, student unions after having feudal 
lords, Pirs, Sardars on their right and 
left.�anks God, after four days of heavy 
rains and �ood, Imran announced on 
Sunday, that he would go and meet the 
�ood victims.

Late Zul�kar Ali Bhutto was not a 
revolutionary. He was a feudal lord and 
quite a failure in handling domestic 
politics. Yes, he was the only politician in 
Pakistan who tried and challenged the 
status quo, by giving voice to the people. 
He was the only ruler in Pakistan who 
questioned the Americans and refused to 
surrender on the nuclear issue, paid the 
price when he was made a “horrible exam-
ple” on April 4, 1979.

Even after his execution, Bhutto remained 
a “factor” in Pakistani politics even after 
the assassination of his daughter late 
Benazir Bhutto and the PPP became the 
�rst party to complete its tenure under 
Asif Ali Zardari. It su�ered the worst 
defeat in 2013 elections for two reasons 
i.e. not getting a level playing �eld and 
poor governance.

Revolutions demand sacri�ces not of life 
but at least spending a few sleepless 
nights with their workers, not in contain-
ers but where the workers sleep and eat 
what they eat and drink what they drink.

Imran’s struggle should be for a much 
better Pakistan, but for this he needs to 
change his politics and style of politics. 
He must read his own party constitution 
very carefully because he once told this 
correspondent a few years back that he 
had not read it.

He must keep distance from the people 
who gave him an old script and tested 
actors. In the Naya Pakistan, he needs a 
new script based on democracy, suprema-
cy of the Constitution and political 
tolerance. Imran must come out from 
political isolation as he still has a long 
way to go.

It’s also time for old parties like the PPP 
and PML-N to learn some more lessons. 
If nothing else, they should restore 
democracy in their own parties. For how 
long have these parties been running 
through nominations? Why can’t the 
PML-N have a new president and duly 
elected chairman not picked by hand-
picked leaders but through elections? At 
least, the PTI must be given credit for 
holding intra-party elections, even if 
there were some serious problems.

Choice is with Imran. Does he want a 
‘better Pakistan’ or his own de�nition of 
‘Naya Pakistan,’ with an old script and 
veteran political actors who are conspir-
ing to bring back an old Pakistan to get 
their share in power again.

I

Naya Pakistan v/s
old Pakistan 
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Mazhar Abbas
who has worked as a journalist for 

nearly thirty years, has received 
multiple threats for reporting on 

demonstrations against President 
Musharraf.  In May 2007, he and 

two other journalists found white 
envelopes containing bullets placed 

on their cars



he day I hit the keyboard with 
an intention to comment on the 
remonstration staged by 
Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) 

and Pakistan Awami Tehrik (PAT), 
Pakistan played cricket series deciding 
ODI and got comprehensively beaten by 
Sri Lanka. I doubt if anyone, even a 
fervent cricketer, followed the match. �e 
entire nation was held hostage to political 
stage show alongside the parliament 
telecast live in real time. We may be 
forgiven for missing out on the cricket 
match but can we defend ourselves on 
ignoring catastrophic issue of much 
greater national implications such as 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
bearing the inclement weather conditions 
under open sky besides lacking all the 
necessities they deserve as the citizens of 
Pakistan. Neither their region was struck 
by natural catastrophe nor did they leave 
their homes on their own free will. �ey 
were advised to leave or even forced out of 
their abode to stay away from the harm’s 
way during military operation, Zarb e 
Azab inNorth Waziristan Agency 
(NWA). �eir tragedy can only be 
fathomed by those who have visited the 
camps and seen their plight.�e nation 
responded well to meet that challenge and 

anation wide campaign to alleviate their 
su�erings and help them with at least the 
basic human necessities was initiated. But 
alas, all national and media attention 
shifted to the long march and subsequent 
sit-ins in Islamabad. �e military 
operation, taking care of the IDPs and any 
other fall out resulting from operation is 
left to the Pakistan Army to deal with.

No army can win any operation without 
the national support; still our valiant army 
is showing exemplary resilience and 
excellent professionalism in conducting 
armed operations and managing its fall 
out despite diversion of public and civilian 
government’s attention towards “dharna” 
(sit-in). Inordinate delay in employment 
of military option due to foot dragging of 
political forces helped signi�cant number 
of terrorists and their main leadership 
escape from their hide outs into the 
settled areas of Pakistan or into 
Afghanistan before the operations were 
actually launched. Imran Khan was at the 
fore front opposing the military option in 
NWA. As an obvious consequence much 
needed element of surprise was lost before 
reaching a political consensus about the 
inevitability of a military operation. 
Terrorists escaping an imminent military 
onslaught are now comfortably lodged in 

well established sleeper cells within the 
populated areas. �ey have directions to 
launch terror attacks independently at an 
opportune moment..

�e atmosphere at “dharna” stage is so 
charged that even a small administrative 
lapse by the government or a 
miscalculation on part of dharna 
participants would unleash an eruption of 
volcanic proportions having potential to 
cause hitherto unseen damage to national 
political fabric.Entire electronic and social 
networking media is completely focused 
on even unfolding Constitution Avenue 
in Islamabad. Events are changing so 
rapidly that the entire nation is totally 
confused about the outcome of ensuing 
political unrest. �ere have been political 
movements in Pakistan in the past but this 
one is fundamentally di�erent. In the past 
all political parties constituting opposition 
in elected parliament or those against 
unconstitutional rule of a military dictator 
were part of a collective movement against 
one party in power while this dharna is by 
one political party against the entire 
spectrum of political forces in Pakistan, 
albeit with support of an apolitical but 
highly organized pressure group.

Before going further to analyze future 

consequences of this dharna some strange 
coincidences during the buildup stage of 
ensuing so called political struggle merits 
a mention. Was it a coincidence that 
Imran refused to accept the election 
results without a plan aforethought? Was 
it a coincidence that both the leaders 
heading their respective dharna were in 
London at the same time not too distant a 
past? Was it a coincidence that both the 
marches started at the same time and 
staged sit-ins in close proximity? Is it a 
coincidence that common grounds have 
emerged between a political party well 
represented in parliament and a religious 
party having no political representation 
after prolongation of their dharna? Is it a 
coincidence that PTI leader met a very 
high ranking retired military o�cer 
abroad and then again in Pakistan just 
before the launch of long march? Is it a 
coincidence that an “umpire” was expected 
to raise his �nger to declare the political 
government “out” at an early stage into 
drama? �ere can be an unending list of 
such queries casting shadows of doubt on 
intentions of leadership of parties involved 
in dharna politics. But on the other hand, 
in order to shun disconcerted dharna 
participants, can we �nd any solid 
argument in favour of incumbent 
government; provincial or federal? Alas! 
No.

�anks to round the clock real time 
coverage punctuated by enlightening talk 
shows telecast between scholars, 
politicians, media persons and even 
common citizens.  Readers are now more 
than well versed with the arguments and 

counter arguments of dharna parties and 
the government. So, instead of repeating 
those analyses in this space, I will try to 
examine the impact or consequences of 
current political brawl on our society. We 
cannot boast about democracy or decent 
political discourse after sad demise of 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of 
now beleaguered cut to half Pakistan. Can 
we absolve ourselves on traumatic clipping 
of our eastern wing? Can we blame any 
external intervention for bringing us to 
the barely surviving present state? 
Economic excellence of succeeding 
governments, military or civilian, has 
crafted with patriotic pains a situation 
where each citizen is born with heavy 
foreign as well as domestic debt and dies 
with even a heavier burden.Today more 
than half of our population lives below the 
poverty line and an appalling proportion 
of these unfortunate so called human 
beings cannot be sure of getting two time 
meals. A signi�cant number of Pakistanis 
are shelter less, jobless and may be 
luckless; an ideal landscape for political 
unrest or even a revolution. �is is what 
we can callgood governance and 
acceptable progress? Abhorring law and 
order situation, petty street crimes, family 
suicides, organized crimes and certain acts 
of terrorism can easily be traced back to 
dismal governances and poor economic 
performance of elected or imposed 
leadership. �e only two recent past 
positives we can seek solace in are free and 
vibrant media and independent higher 
judiciary. We may also consider transition 
of government from one politically elected 
set up to the other after completing full 

term in o�ce, a major mile stone in 
progressing democracy and political 
maturity. �is milestone was made 
possible by the so well talked about 
Charter of Democracy which was 
respected by the opposition and 
government. Present political turmoil 
created by dharna has witnessed all the 
political parties coming together against 
unconstitutional demands of radical 
political party PTI and apolitical PAT.

�e PTI leadership shows no faith in apex 
judiciary of Pakistan under the present 
Prime Minister thus creating a political 
impasse which nearly brought a big 
disaster on the eve of their march towards 
the Prime Minister’s house. If the 
government had not shown restraint, the 
catastrophic consequences would have 
scuttled present political dispensation. As 
discussed earlier, the government cannot 
boast about satisfactory performance in 
the past sixteen months but the cricketer 
turned politician Imran Khan has taken 
the political game into another 
dimension; may be a hybrid of cricket 
match and street smart politics. Entire 
drama being staged appears to be 
following a well written script which 
failed the intended impact due to 
miscalculation of the author/s. �e 
sentiment he has managed to create 
among his followers is less than polite 
which is visible not only on the streets of 
Pakistan and dharna scene but also on 
social media where extremely abusive 
language is being employed to discredit or 
disgrace those who are in opposing camps. 
My only fear is that this attitude may 
become favoured instrument in future 
political struggle. Such paradigm shift in 
real politicking does not augur well for our 
future political dispensation. Any party 
not in harmony with the government 
policy would resort to disruptive street 
politics to force the incumbent 
government out of o�ce by threatening to 
create a situation of civil disobedience. �e 
irony in such a situation would be that 
innocent lives of political workers would 
be sacri�ced for the agenda of such 
nonconforming leadership. Sanity has to 
prevail and politically elected leadership 
must be given a chance to implement their 
manifesto, failing which they will be voted 
out like the Peoples Party government. 
Politics is the game of �nding solutions in 
seemingly impossible situations. �e 
change must come through ballot, not 
bullet. 
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Political impasse or
malice aforethought



he day I hit the keyboard with 
an intention to comment on the 
remonstration staged by 
Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) 

and Pakistan Awami Tehrik (PAT), 
Pakistan played cricket series deciding 
ODI and got comprehensively beaten by 
Sri Lanka. I doubt if anyone, even a 
fervent cricketer, followed the match. �e 
entire nation was held hostage to political 
stage show alongside the parliament 
telecast live in real time. We may be 
forgiven for missing out on the cricket 
match but can we defend ourselves on 
ignoring catastrophic issue of much 
greater national implications such as 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
bearing the inclement weather conditions 
under open sky besides lacking all the 
necessities they deserve as the citizens of 
Pakistan. Neither their region was struck 
by natural catastrophe nor did they leave 
their homes on their own free will. �ey 
were advised to leave or even forced out of 
their abode to stay away from the harm’s 
way during military operation, Zarb e 
Azab inNorth Waziristan Agency 
(NWA). �eir tragedy can only be 
fathomed by those who have visited the 
camps and seen their plight.�e nation 
responded well to meet that challenge and 

anation wide campaign to alleviate their 
su�erings and help them with at least the 
basic human necessities was initiated. But 
alas, all national and media attention 
shifted to the long march and subsequent 
sit-ins in Islamabad. �e military 
operation, taking care of the IDPs and any 
other fall out resulting from operation is 
left to the Pakistan Army to deal with.

No army can win any operation without 
the national support; still our valiant army 
is showing exemplary resilience and 
excellent professionalism in conducting 
armed operations and managing its fall 
out despite diversion of public and civilian 
government’s attention towards “dharna” 
(sit-in). Inordinate delay in employment 
of military option due to foot dragging of 
political forces helped signi�cant number 
of terrorists and their main leadership 
escape from their hide outs into the 
settled areas of Pakistan or into 
Afghanistan before the operations were 
actually launched. Imran Khan was at the 
fore front opposing the military option in 
NWA. As an obvious consequence much 
needed element of surprise was lost before 
reaching a political consensus about the 
inevitability of a military operation. 
Terrorists escaping an imminent military 
onslaught are now comfortably lodged in 

well established sleeper cells within the 
populated areas. �ey have directions to 
launch terror attacks independently at an 
opportune moment..

�e atmosphere at “dharna” stage is so 
charged that even a small administrative 
lapse by the government or a 
miscalculation on part of dharna 
participants would unleash an eruption of 
volcanic proportions having potential to 
cause hitherto unseen damage to national 
political fabric.Entire electronic and social 
networking media is completely focused 
on even unfolding Constitution Avenue 
in Islamabad. Events are changing so 
rapidly that the entire nation is totally 
confused about the outcome of ensuing 
political unrest. �ere have been political 
movements in Pakistan in the past but this 
one is fundamentally di�erent. In the past 
all political parties constituting opposition 
in elected parliament or those against 
unconstitutional rule of a military dictator 
were part of a collective movement against 
one party in power while this dharna is by 
one political party against the entire 
spectrum of political forces in Pakistan, 
albeit with support of an apolitical but 
highly organized pressure group.

Before going further to analyze future 

consequences of this dharna some strange 
coincidences during the buildup stage of 
ensuing so called political struggle merits 
a mention. Was it a coincidence that 
Imran refused to accept the election 
results without a plan aforethought? Was 
it a coincidence that both the leaders 
heading their respective dharna were in 
London at the same time not too distant a 
past? Was it a coincidence that both the 
marches started at the same time and 
staged sit-ins in close proximity? Is it a 
coincidence that common grounds have 
emerged between a political party well 
represented in parliament and a religious 
party having no political representation 
after prolongation of their dharna? Is it a 
coincidence that PTI leader met a very 
high ranking retired military o�cer 
abroad and then again in Pakistan just 
before the launch of long march? Is it a 
coincidence that an “umpire” was expected 
to raise his �nger to declare the political 
government “out” at an early stage into 
drama? �ere can be an unending list of 
such queries casting shadows of doubt on 
intentions of leadership of parties involved 
in dharna politics. But on the other hand, 
in order to shun disconcerted dharna 
participants, can we �nd any solid 
argument in favour of incumbent 
government; provincial or federal? Alas! 
No.

�anks to round the clock real time 
coverage punctuated by enlightening talk 
shows telecast between scholars, 
politicians, media persons and even 
common citizens.  Readers are now more 
than well versed with the arguments and 

counter arguments of dharna parties and 
the government. So, instead of repeating 
those analyses in this space, I will try to 
examine the impact or consequences of 
current political brawl on our society. We 
cannot boast about democracy or decent 
political discourse after sad demise of 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of 
now beleaguered cut to half Pakistan. Can 
we absolve ourselves on traumatic clipping 
of our eastern wing? Can we blame any 
external intervention for bringing us to 
the barely surviving present state? 
Economic excellence of succeeding 
governments, military or civilian, has 
crafted with patriotic pains a situation 
where each citizen is born with heavy 
foreign as well as domestic debt and dies 
with even a heavier burden.Today more 
than half of our population lives below the 
poverty line and an appalling proportion 
of these unfortunate so called human 
beings cannot be sure of getting two time 
meals. A signi�cant number of Pakistanis 
are shelter less, jobless and may be 
luckless; an ideal landscape for political 
unrest or even a revolution. �is is what 
we can callgood governance and 
acceptable progress? Abhorring law and 
order situation, petty street crimes, family 
suicides, organized crimes and certain acts 
of terrorism can easily be traced back to 
dismal governances and poor economic 
performance of elected or imposed 
leadership. �e only two recent past 
positives we can seek solace in are free and 
vibrant media and independent higher 
judiciary. We may also consider transition 
of government from one politically elected 
set up to the other after completing full 

term in o�ce, a major mile stone in 
progressing democracy and political 
maturity. �is milestone was made 
possible by the so well talked about 
Charter of Democracy which was 
respected by the opposition and 
government. Present political turmoil 
created by dharna has witnessed all the 
political parties coming together against 
unconstitutional demands of radical 
political party PTI and apolitical PAT.

�e PTI leadership shows no faith in apex 
judiciary of Pakistan under the present 
Prime Minister thus creating a political 
impasse which nearly brought a big 
disaster on the eve of their march towards 
the Prime Minister’s house. If the 
government had not shown restraint, the 
catastrophic consequences would have 
scuttled present political dispensation. As 
discussed earlier, the government cannot 
boast about satisfactory performance in 
the past sixteen months but the cricketer 
turned politician Imran Khan has taken 
the political game into another 
dimension; may be a hybrid of cricket 
match and street smart politics. Entire 
drama being staged appears to be 
following a well written script which 
failed the intended impact due to 
miscalculation of the author/s. �e 
sentiment he has managed to create 
among his followers is less than polite 
which is visible not only on the streets of 
Pakistan and dharna scene but also on 
social media where extremely abusive 
language is being employed to discredit or 
disgrace those who are in opposing camps. 
My only fear is that this attitude may 
become favoured instrument in future 
political struggle. Such paradigm shift in 
real politicking does not augur well for our 
future political dispensation. Any party 
not in harmony with the government 
policy would resort to disruptive street 
politics to force the incumbent 
government out of o�ce by threatening to 
create a situation of civil disobedience. �e 
irony in such a situation would be that 
innocent lives of political workers would 
be sacri�ced for the agenda of such 
nonconforming leadership. Sanity has to 
prevail and politically elected leadership 
must be given a chance to implement their 
manifesto, failing which they will be voted 
out like the Peoples Party government. 
Politics is the game of �nding solutions in 
seemingly impossible situations. �e 
change must come through ballot, not 
bullet. 
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Pakistan-India
monsoon �oods
Averting future disasters



fter yet another devastating 
�ood, experts say that what 
Pakistan and India need to do 
is build more dams and 

reservoirs. It makes these annual disasters 
all the more tragic that for most of the 
year both countries have little rain.

Yet after leaving more than 450 dead and 
a swathe of destruction on both sides of 
the border, much of the water dumped on 
the Kashmir and Punjab regions in the 
past 10 days will now be wasted.

Critics say both the Indian and Pakistani 
governments have repeatedly failed to act 
on lessons from the past on how to 
manage their yearly monsoon drenching, 
even as �ood catastrophes become more 
frequent.

While the two governments are now 
being battered by complaints over the 
relief e�ort, more important in the 
long-term, water specialists say, is 
building a better system to capture each 
new deluge.

Much of the water that has inundated 
Pakistan's Punjab in this latest disaster 
came via rivers which originate in the 
Indian Himalayas, where there has been 
even more rain.

'Water jihad' accusations
�e surge was so big the Pakistani 
authorities resorted to dynamiting river 
dykes to divert the �ow from urban areas, 
but thereby �ooding farming areas and 
displacing tens of thousands of people.

Some in Pakistan have attacked India for 
not controlling this surge, the more 

extreme even accusing it of a "water 
jihad" against its long-time rival.

But Ahmer Bilal Soo�, a Pakistani 
lawyer who specialises in water issues, 
says his country is as much to blame for 
the way it has managed the rivers inside 
its borders, in particular by failing to 
build more dams to control and store 
water.

MrSoo�'s words carry weight because he 
advises Pakistani o�cials on the Indus 
Water Commission, a cross-border body 
set up after the two states signed a 
water-sharing treaty in 1960.

�e two sides last met just days before 
this latest �ooding crisis, ironically to 
discuss Pakistani objections to plans for a 
new Indian dam project.

But it is perhaps one sign of hope in their 
turbulent relationship that the treaty has 
held and they keep meeting.

Better drainage needed
However, experts say India has been just 
as complacent with water on its own 
territory.

�ere too, the authorities are charged 
with letting the big monsoon storms go 
to waste, and as Indians know only too 
well, there is a chronic shortfall in 
electricity production, which more 
hydropower schemes could help solve.

Better drainage is also needed and more 
control of building in �ood-prone areas, 
especially in towns and cities. But "urban 
India is mindless about drainage" fumes 
SunitaNarain, a Delhi-based 

environmentalist. "Storm water drains 
are either clogged, full of garbage and 
sewage, or just do not exist."

But the signs are that these extreme 
weather events are becoming more 
common and more unpredictable - 
which many scientists believe is because 
of climate change.

�e rains that just engulfed India and 
Pakistan came much later than usual, 
when most thought the annual monsoon 
was over.

Similarly, an estimated 5,000 people died 
in India after being caught by �ash �oods 
in June, well before the heavy rains 
usually start.

In 2010, the river Indus burst its banks 
over much of central Pakistan killing 
more than 2,000 people. Several hundred 
have died in �oods every year since.

After the 2010 disaster, Pakistan set up a 
judicial investigation which came up 
with a host of recommendations to avoid 
a repeat.

"But nothing has happened since," says a 
Pakistani water expert who participated 
in the 2010 investigation, but asked not 
to be named.

"After each disaster," he says, "we just go 
back to sleep again."

A
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An Indian Kashmiri man crosses over
�ood waters with the use of a rope in Srinagar.



China intends to invest as many as $50 billion by 2017 in 
various sectors of Pakistan’s economy, particularly in energy 
sector to help the country overcome power crisis and help 
sustainable economic growth, President Pak-China Joint 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry Shah Faisal Afridi said.  
China has planned to replicate the model of Shanghai Free 
Trade Zone (SFTZ) by investing $50 billion into a number of 
projects including coal, solar and wind energy till 2017 under 
Early Harvest Programme,” Faisal said.  �ese projects would 
enable Gawadar to create a nexus between Pakistan, Iran, China 
and Central Asian States that would ultimately generate 
billions of dollars in revenues along with huge job opportunities 
in the region.  Afridi said that SFTZ is a perfect model to be 
implemented at Gwadar, asserting, the SFTZ was �rst used as 
a testing ground for a number of economic sectors.

�e Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) has made it mandatory 
for non-pro�t organizations (NPOs) to provide details of 
funding, including those of donors, to avail annual income tax 
exemptions. �e Karachi Tax Bar Association (KTBA) on 
September 10 circulated the latest Standard Operating 
Procedure (SOP) issued by the FBR enabling NPOs to avail tax 
rebates, on the condition that they provide the documents 
required under the SOP. �ese include the Memorandum of 
Article of Association, Trust Deed and Rules or By-Laws for 
the operation of an entity on NPO basis. It must also be 
declared that it is not run simultaneously as commercial 
purpose. �e procedure also says that exemption certi�cates 
should only be issued by the FBR on after details of donors as 
prescribed under Income Tax Rules, 2002 are provided. Besides 
these, the NPO is also required to provide a list of bene�ciaries 
of Rs5000 and above. 

�e FBR o�cials have also been asked to examine the salary 
statement submitted by NPOs to ensure that the board of 
governors, directors and trustees are not using the organization 
for personal gains.
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China to invest $50bn in
uplift projects by 2017

NGOs asked to reveal donor
details for tax exemptions

House Building Finance Company (HBFC) has received an 
equity injection of Rs11 billion from the federal government, 
according to HBFC Managing Director Pervaiz Saeed. Talking 
to journalists Saeed said the equity injection would play an 
important role in increasing the HBFC’s footprint in the 
mortgage market. �e �nance ministry and the State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) had decided in the beginning of the current 
�scal year that loans acquired by the HBFC from the SBP 
would be converted into equity. HBFC is the sole specialised 
housing bank in Pakistan and enjoys a 24% share in the housing 
�nance market. It is a positive development, as the equity 
injection is likely to result in improved liquidity for the HBFC,” 
Saeed said.Talking to �e Express Tribune, Association of 
Builders and Developers (ABAD) Senior Vice Chairman 
SaleemKassim Patel demanded that the government should 
provide the HBFC with further equity given the declining 
mortgage-to-gross domestic product (GDP) ratio in Pakistan. 
It stood at 0.50% as of March 31, according to the SBP.

Special Assistant to the Prime 
Minister and Chairman Board 
of Investment Dr Miftah Ismail 
said that ongoing political 
uncertainty of the country is 
not sustainable for attracting 
foreign investors in Pakistan, as 
they are reluctant to invest in 
current circumstances.   Apart 
from the delay in signing of 
huge Chinese investment worth 
of $34 billion, the country may 
also witness delay in attracting investment from other countries 
like Japan, Turkey, Germany and others, as they were interested 
in invest in Pakistan prior to the political uncertainty”, said 
Chairman Pakistan’s Board of Investment. �e investors could 
move to other countries like India, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh if 
they witness prolong political uncertainty in Pakistan, he added.

He informed that many investors from Germany and Japan are 
hesitating to invest in Pakistan keeping in view the ongoing 
sit-ins of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and Pakistan 
AwamiTehreek (PAT) in federal capital. “A Turkish company 
has postponed its visit to Pakistan due to the political 
atmosphere of the country, as the company was interested in 
investing in aviation sector”, informed Dr Miftah Ismail.  
Similarly, he said that another business delegation from Japan is 
now unlikely to come to Pakistan, which was interested in 
automobile sector of the country. He added that Japanese Prime 
Minister is currently visiting India for signing investment deals 
after his visit to Sri Lanka, but he did not visit Pakistan.

�e State Bank of Pakistan said on September 10, it sold a total 
of Rs152.592 billion worth of long-term Pakistan Investment 
Bonds (PIBs), after receiving bids worth Rs198.2 billion. It had 
set a combined pre-auction target Rs100 billion. �e central 
bank set a cut-o� yield of 13.4598 percent on the benchmark 
10-year investment bond, up from 13.3494 percent previously. 

For the �ve and three-year PIBs, the cut-o� yields were set at 
12.9909 percent and 12.5934 percent, respectively. In the last 
auction held on August 12, the cut-o� yields on the �ve – and 
three-year PIBs were set at 12.9021 percent and 12.5092 
percent. �e cut-of-yields on 20-year bonds were set at 13.5905 
percent.

HBFC receives Rs11
billion equity injection

SBP raises Rs152 billion
through PIBs

Political impasse repelling
 : Miftah
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In yet another move to inspire taxpayers, Federal Board of 
Revenue (FBR) has decided on 27th August, 2014 to update 
the Active Taxpayers List (ATL) on a fortnightly basis to 
encourage documentation. To start with, Board will publish the 
ATL, comprising persons who meet the criteria as laid down, 
and this will be made available on the Board's web portal by 
�rst day of March in each �nancial year. �ose who had �led 
their returns for 2013 would get the tax cards at their doorsteps 
by September this year, which will be valid until February 28, 
2015. In the case of returns �led after December 31, cards will 
be issued within 60 days of the �ling of returns. Moreover, a 
person shall be issued taxpayer card if return is �led under 
section 114, or a statement under section 115 for the tax year. 
�e ATL shall be updated on 15th day of every month, referred 
to as the date for updating. A person's name would be included 
in ATL immediately following updation date, if at any time, the 
criteria as laid down under sub-rule (5), is ful�lled by that 
person. In case a joint account was held in a bank by more than 
one person, the joint account holders as an entity shall be 
deemed to have met the criteria as laid down under sub-rule (5) 
if any of the persons in the joint account meets the criteria as 
laid down. A minor would also be deemed to have met this 
criteria if the parents, guardian or any person who has made 
deposits in the minor's account meet the laid down criteria.

Karachi: Pakistan Mercantile Exchange (PMEX) – the only 
multi-commodity futures exchange in the country – has 
relocated o�ce to Bahria Complex IV, Karachi, said a press 
statement on Friday.  Chairman Securities and Exchange 
Commission of Pakistan Tahir Mahmood inaugurated the new 
o�ce of PMEX.   �e futures exchange is planning to o�er a 
new saving product – in which investment can start from as low 
as Rs50 – through telecom operators, said the statement.  
Commissioner Securities Market Division Zafar Abdullah, 
Chairman PMEX Shehzad Dada, Managing Director PMEX 
Ejaz Ali Shah, Executive Director SECP Imran Iqbal 
Panjwani, Director Imran Inayat Butt and others were present 
on the occasion.

�e board of directors of Silk Bank has approved the issuance 
of Rs 10 billion worth rights shares in the equity markets in 
order to enhance the paid-up captial of the bank. Accordingly, 
the bank will �oat 6.4 billion share with each value of Rs 1.56. 
Silk Bank’s management has successfully received a nod from a 
foreign investor who agreed to inject cash in the bank in order 
to enhance the paid-up capital limit of the bank at par with the 
standard level of Rs 10 billion.

Silk Bank is one of the few banks having shortfall of MCR 
limit of Rs 10 billion and CAR of 10 percent. But the company 
noti�ed to its shareholder that bank’s sponsor Shaukat Tareen 
entered into agreement with a investor who expressed his 
interest to make investment in the bank. �e investor will 
participate in the right share issue along with existing sponsors 
of the bank after approval of the central bank.

Pakistan has selec¬ted Citigroup, Deutsche Bank, Dubai 
Islamic Bank and Standard Chartered as book-runners for a US 
dollar Sukuk o�ering, according to a ministry o�cial who asked 
not to be identi�ed. �e mandate was o�cially decided last 
week of August, the o�cial added. �e ministry will decide on 
the tenor of the Islamic bond, as well as the format of the 
transaction, as early as next week, he said. 

We would like to be able to sell this deal to US investors,” said 
the o�cial, who added the government hoped to price the deal 
by the end of September.  Pakistan is rated B- by S&P and 
Caa1 by Moody’s.

Islamabad: Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan 
(SECP) is in the process of introducing the concept of limited 
liability partnership (LLP) in Pakistan. It is being done in 
collaboration with other stakeholders. In the initial stage, the 
SECP has approved a concept paper on LLP in Pakistan, which 
has been placed on its website to help raise awareness and solicit 
public and stakeholders comments, according to a statement by 
the Commission. Introducing the LLP as a new business 
structure will �ll the gap between business �rms such as sole 
proprietorships and partnerships, which are generally 
unregulated and limited liability companies that are governed 
by the Companies Ordinance, 1984.

In addition to an alternative business structure, the LLP would 
act as a step towards documentation of the economy and will 
convert an informal, unregistered and unregulated sector into a 
formal and regulated regime. �e SECP has initiated a 
comprehensive advocacy and consultation campaign that would 
include holding awareness and consultative 
sessions/conferences, road shows and media campaign etc.

�e private sector again showed reluctance in borrowing from 
banks, despite its better performance in the previous �nancial 
year. �e latest data released by the State Bank on September 
12, 2014 showed that the private sector has started retiring debt 
instead of fresh borrowing from banks. �e net credit to the 
private sector since July 1 to August 22 was negative Rs68 
billion, a sharp contrast with the trend in the second half 
( January-June) of FY14 when it was Rs384bn. �e last �scal 
year was a turning point for the private sector credit o�-take as 
it was negative Rs19bn in FY13. However, this trend has failed 
to continue. Apart from other reasons like sluggish economic 
growth and poor economic policies, the recently developed 
political turmoil also played a negative role. �ough the 
uncertainty on political front has been rising for several months, 
the beginning of August proved fatal.

Updating Taxpayers'
Directory

PMEX relocates o�ce

Silk Bank plans to issue
Rs10 billion right shares

Pakistan hires banks for
sukuk issue

SECP to introduce concept
of limited liability partnership

Private sector reluctant to
borrow from banks
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Realising its role for development of housing sector, the State 
Bank has stated that a mortgage re�nance company (MRC) is 
now in its �nal phase of being incorporated.  �e SBP disclosed 
the details in its recently issued Housing Finance Quarterly. It 
said the Housing Advisory Group (HAG) Recommen-dations 
initiated in 2007 were a commendable way for the housing 
sector in Pakistan.  �e SBP said it has been making e�orts to 
ensure e�ective implementation of these recommendations, 
and as a result, Mortgage Re�nance Company (MRC) is now 
in its �nal phase of being incorporated.  �e SBP reported that 
housing backlog reached 7.5 million in 2009 while it has been 
increasing annually at the rate of 0.35m which means the 
backlog reached about 9m in 2014. 

Karachi: �e rupee has been 
receiving heavy beating at the 
hands of the dollar since the 
governments started taking loan 
from the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) since 2008. 

�e current political turmoil 
between government and two 
political forces Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaaf and Pakistan 
AwamiTehreek in Islamabad was 

also contributing hurting the economy and depression in value 
of local currency. �e government of Pakistan took $7.8 billion 
in instalments under the IMF’s Stand-by Arrangement facility 
in March 2008 and in order to repay that loan and meet the 
import bill payments on time is in another arrangement of $6.7 
billion with the IMF under Extended Fund Facility (EFF). �e 
dollar has since then gained 76 percent against the rupee as it 
it’s currently standing at Rs 102.25 for buying in the open 
market as against Rs 64 for buying in March 2008.

Islamabad: �e country’s year-on-year in�ation stood at seven 
per cent in August 2014, according to Pak¬istan Bureau of 
Statistics.  In�ation was 7.9pc in July and 8.5pc in August, 
2013. �e falling trend in prices of essential goods shows that 
the in�ation in the next few months will decelerate further.  
Also read: IMF says Pakistan economy on track but in�ation 
looms�e government has lowered the prices of petroleum 
products, which may lead to further let-up in in�ation this 
month. �e government had kept the prices of petroleum 
products unchanged for the last three months.  Experts say 
improvement in supply of essential food items, especially 
vegetable, will help to reduce food prices. Average in�ation 
during the last �scal year was 8.62pc.  Year-on-year core 
in�ation, which is non-food and non-energy in�ation, stood at 
7.9pc in August. On a month-on-month basis, it increased by 
0.2pc. 

Karachi: Pakistan failed to maintain its foreign reserves 
position as it witnessed a signi�cant out�ow of $729.2 million 
in August 2014 mainly on heavy payments of external debts to 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and international banks. 
According to State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), the country’s 
foreign reserves stood at $13.577 billion till August 29 as 
compared with its position recorded at $14.306 billion on 
August 1. �e out�ow of $558 million was recorded from the 
central account whereas depletion of $170.8 million was seen 
from commercial banks during August 1 to 29. �e depletion of 
the foreign exchange was seen despite the increase of $165 
million in foreign reserved recorded in the week ending on 
August 29 along with the payment $371.4 million received by 
the central bank against Coalition Support Fund (CSF) but it 
did not re�ect in the liquid reserves.

�e State Bank of Pakistan has con�rmed the country received 
$371.4 million from the United State of American under 
Coalition Support Fund which is paid on the account of war 
expenses during the military and strategic operations by 
army.�e overall �nancial aid from the USA has reached to 
$10.703 billion since 2002 after two installments of $1.18 
billion and $352 million in 2012 and 2014. 

Earlier, $8.8 billion to Pakistan between 2002 and 2011 by 
USA against the CSF, which is designed to reimburse Pakistan 
for the cost of counter-insurgency operations. �e in�ows will 
play a signi�cant role in stabilizing the exchange rate of the 
Dollar against Rupee at times when the local currency 
continued to depreciate against the greenback on the back of 
prevailing political crisis in the capital.

Beijing and Islamabad have agreed to reinvigorate Pak-China 
Investment Company Ltd (PCICL) so that China 
Development Bank could directly �nance private sector to take 
up energy and infrastructure projects. �e decision was taken in 
a meeting on September 7 between Finance Minister Ishaq 
Dar and a Chinese delegation led by Deputy Director General 
of China Development Bank Ms Liu Hui. �e delegation also 
included PCICL’s board of directors. �e two sides agreed that 
Pakistan-China Economic Corridor related projects including 
energy and infrastructure should be a good starting point for 
the private sector to be chipped in through the PCICL. 

An o�cial statement quoted Ms Hui as saying that the 
economic corridor would set a good example of cooperation 
between the two countries and the China Development Bank 
was playing an important role in developing bilateral friendship. 
�e bank would bridge the gap between the private sectors of 
both the countries, she said and added that Chinese investors 
wanted to explore Pakistani market as there was a great scope 
for joint venture to usher in a new shared era of development.

Mortgages re�nance 
company being incorporated

IMF’s loan initiative drags
rupee 76% down

In�ation at 7pc in August

Forex reserves decline by
$729.2 million in August

Pakistan gets $371.4
million under CSF

Pak-China Investment
Company to be revived



hat we're seeing in 
Ferguson these days is not 
exactly what the above 
quote states. To look at 

the matter from a broader perspective, 
this is not the reality from what has been 
seen for a while in the United States with 
regards to the untimely and utterly 
senseless killings of children, particularly 
of African American descent. Sad but 
true.

What we are seeing in the Michael 
Brown case is all too reminiscent of what 
had been seen in the case of Trayvon 
Martin. Con�icting eyewitness accounts 
of what may have transpired, hazy 
accounts of the circumstances, lack of 
evidence as to who attacked whom 
�rst...all factors leading to the lack of 
comprehension as to why these children 
have been killed. Statistically, African 
American males are four times as likely 
to get shot by the police force as their 
white counterparts. Let's seriously think 
about that for a moment.

One factor which immediately springs to 
mind is this: is there a presumption of 

guilt involved, coupled with deep-rooted 
notions of racial pro�ling where 
particularly males of the African 
American community are involved? To 
deny this vehemently would be naive.

�e "facts" leading to the death of 
Michael Brown show that he was 
involved in an unarmed robbery and that 
police o�cer Darren Wilson was in the 
vicinity. However, interestingly enough, 
the police were not noti�ed of the 
robbery. What O�cer Wilson allegedly 
saw were two black teens jaywalking and 
for some inexplicable reason, under 
circumstances unknown (ones which 
may forever remain so) began shooting at 
the teens, killing one of them. Contrary 
to his version of what transpired, the 
autopsy report found no indications that 
there was a struggle and that Wilson was 
not obliged to shoot Brown on the 
grounds of self-defense.

So, is society expected to accept that 
Michael Brown was executed for 
jaywalking? Is that what the United 
States stands for in 2014, ironically with 
an African American family inhabiting 

the White House? 

One of the most disturbing aspects of 
this case is the fact that it has reversed 
completely the trust the American 
people have in their police force, a trust 
which has always been very profound in 
the fabric of American society. It is not 
uncommon for Americans to mistrust 
politicians but their sentiments towards 
the police force have generally been one 
of complete faith. Until Ferguson.

�e excruciating pain which has resulted 
from the deaths of these innocent 
children is one which not only a�ects 
their families and loved ones. It is a pain 
which resonates through all of American 
society at the moment. Is this who we 
have become? Violence has always been a 
well-integrated factor in American 
society. But what can possibly be said 
when that violence is directed towards 
children of other speci�ed racial groups, 
the cherry on the cake being that the 
senseless violence is committed by 
members of law enforcement? If the very 
entities which are supposedly existent to 
provide security turns against it, what can 
possibly be left to hope for? Whatever 
happened to "protect and serve"?

Whether the true and actual facts leading 
to Michael Brown's death will ever be 
known are unclear and perhaps doubtful. 
What is clear however is that Ferguson is 
the result of society saying "enough is 
enough”. No more Trayvon Martins. No 
more Michael Browns. No more any of 
the children who have so sadly and 
unnecessarily been robbed of a chance to 
live full lives.

�ere is no clear reason as to why the 
police force in the United States is 
equipped with weapons which are more 
suited to a full blown army. �is is also an 
interesting factor which has had light 
shed on it since the killing of Michael 
Brown. It is almost as though the law 
enforcement entities are ready to kill 
even before being given a reason to use 
their best judgment, which was certainly 
not the case here.

O�cer Darren Wilson is getting an 
opportunity to tell his side of the story. 
Michael Brown is not so lucky. He 
deserved to get that chance as did all 
those who have shared his fate. Enough 
is enough. Rightfully so.

W
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Michael Brown
Presumption of Guilt?
"What we need in the United States is not division. What we 
need in the United States is not hatred. What we need in the 
United States is not violence and lawlessness, but is love and 
wisdom and compassion toward one another and a feeling of 
justice toward those who still su�er within our country, whether 
they be white or whether they be black." 
---Robert F. Kennedy



he Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
plays a crucial role in global 
and regional economic 
development. It is a leading 

player in strengthening partnerships with 
Arab bilateral and multilateral partners 
for development assistance and scaling 
up support for countries in transition in 
many parts of the world. Despite weak 
global economic conditions and ongoing 
�nancial crunch, it is one of the fastest 
and most stable economic growth 
patterns in the world. Undoubtedly it 
holds a spiritual, economic, and political 
position that is rarely seen, and is 
respected all over the world. 

Nominal GDP and Real Growth Rates 
(2008-2014)

Saudi Arabia is the largest economy in 
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
and Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) and of course an active member 
of the G-20. It has been one of the major 
shareholders in so many generous 
humanitarian programs in the world 
which has successfully turned tears into 
smiles. Moreover, it also plays an 
important role in regional and global 
economic development as a major source 

of energy, overseas development 
assistance, foreign direct investment and 
remittances. 

Its miraculous socio-economic, massive 
geo-political and geo-strategic 
transformations are a result of the 
strategies that have been implemented 
since the rule of its founder King 
Abdulaziz Al Saud until today under the 
rule of the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques His Majesty King Abdullah ibn 
Abdulaziz. 

According to International Monetary 
Agency (IMF) latest report (May, 2014), 
economic growth in Saudi Arabia would 
be above 4 percent during 2014-15 
because of government spending and 
robust private sector activity. 
Furthermore, in�ationary pressure would 
be subdued. 

It also progresses to further reform the 
annual budget, introduce a medium-term 
budget framework, and develop tools to 
manage the volatility of oil revenues 
during 2014-15. 

Economic Diversi�cation 
�e government of Saudi Arabia has 
diversi�ed its macro-economy through 

power generation, telecommunications, 
natural gas exploration and 
petrochemical sectors. To attract foreign 
direct investment, the country acceded to 
WTO in 2005. It is carrying a 
multi-billion dollar development strategy 
to build six Green�eld economic cities 
and industrial zones in the country. By 
2020, the industrial cities will generate 
USD 150 billion in GDP and create 1.3 
million jobs. Its sincere e�orts to shift 
from an oil-based economy to a 
knowledge-based economy are 
substantiated by the record non-oil 
exports in 2013. Export oriented policies 
achieved current account surplus. 

It is derived economic diversi�cation to 
shift away from a volatile oil-centric 
economy. Now, it has the potential to 
reduce the impact of any future 
international �nancial crises, and is also 
creating signi�cant investment and 
�nancing opportunities. Recent 
announcements such as increase in the 
use of unconventional gas supplies, solar 
energy adoption, and introduction of 
nuclear and renewable energy are 
value-addition. �e diversi�cation of its 

economy has increased the net foreign 
assets by nearly $166 billion in 2012 and 
the funds are set to surpass $one trillion 
in 2015 for the �rst time in the 
Kingdom’s history.

�e IMF projected the assets, controlled 
by the Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency 
(SAMA), central bank, to smash the 
$one trillion barrier for the �rst time to 
peak at an all-time high of $1,058 trillion 
at the end of 2015. It is expected for the 
assets to further swell to $1,128 trillion at 
the end of 2016 and break another record 
of $1,213 trillion at the end of 2017. 

Dividends of 10th Development Plan 
(2013-14)
Saudi Arabia controls about 17 percent of 
the world’s proven petroleum reserves.  
Since 1970s, the government sponsored 
�ve-year development plans control the 
economic policy framework of the 
country, with �scal policy taking a central 
role, and thereby creating a strong link 
between �scal spending and economic 
activity.

�e government’s �scal policy is geared 
towards development objectives: 
investment in social and economic 
infrastructure, economic diversi�cation, 
and achieving macroeconomic stability.

Saudi Arabian 10th development plan 
concentrated more on the quality of the 
spending, the quality of the deliverables 
and the quality of the services that are 
provided to its people. It took new 
qualitative measures to improve its 
economic development, signaling a 
potential shift of emphasis in its drive to 
raise living standards by spending tens of 
billions of dollars on welfare.

According to a latest report by 
International Data Corporation (IDC), 
Saudi Arabia’s healthcare IT market is 
forecast to rise by 11 percent annually 
and is one of the fastest growing markets 
in the world. IT spending in Saudi 

Arabia is due to modernization and 
expansion of hospitals and clinics as the 
country looks to increase its bed capacity 
to 30,000. Due to which healthcare is 
also the second fastest growing sector 
after government in terms of IT 
spending. �e report also predicts that IT 
support services will be the fastest 
growing service areas in the country.

Saudi Budget 2014 
Saudi Arabia announced its 2014 budget 
which is a balanced budget of $228 
billion. �is is the sixth budget since the 

global �nancial crisis. It adopted the 
expansionary path. Education, health and 
infrastructure received major allocations 
of the budget. Government expenditure 
rose in 2013 to $247 billion, an increase 
of 15 percent over 2012. Spending went 
over budgeted outlay by about 13 percent.

Saudi gross domestic product (GDP) 
registered a record level of $745 billion in 
2013, by far the largest GCC and Arab 
economy, making it the 19th economy in 
the world in GDP size, ahead of 
Switzerland, Sweden, Norway and Iran. 

Due to rigorous diversi�cation of 
economy, oil GDP in fact declined in 
2013 by nearly four percent, while 
non-oil sector grew by over 9 percent. �e 
healthy growth in the private sector 
moderated the impact of the oil sector 

decline, pointing again to the signi�cance 
of economic diversi�cation and the need 
for encouraging the private sector to have 
a larger share in the GDP. When that 
happens, the private sector would be able 
to better cushion the impact of volatile oil 
prices.

Over the past eight years (2006-2013), 
Saudi Arabia has spent over $1.36 trillion 
in its general budgets, plus scores of 
billions more in special additional 
programs. It is planning to spend another 
$228 billion during 2014. During those 
years, it launched thousands of projects. 
In 2013 alone, the Ministry of Finance 
reviewed 2,330 projects valued at $48 
billion. 

With so many projects started, 
administrative and technical capacities of 
both government agencies and the 
private sector have been stretched to the 
limit and beyond. As a result, hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, of project are running 
behind schedule. 

Concluding Remarks 
�e Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, largest 
economy in the GCC and MENA 

always plays a very important role in the 
peace, harmony and stability of the 
region and world alike.  It is seriously 
advocating having GCC joint security 
shield, energy cooperation, food security, 
joint strategy against terrorism, 
extremism. 

It is also an active member of G-20 and 
plays its supportive role through 
international assistance and easy and 
smooth supply of oil. Now, Saudi Arabia 
is one of the fastest growing markets in 
built-assets among the world’s 30 highest 
grossing countries in the world.
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he Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
plays a crucial role in global 
and regional economic 
development. It is a leading 

player in strengthening partnerships with 
Arab bilateral and multilateral partners 
for development assistance and scaling 
up support for countries in transition in 
many parts of the world. Despite weak 
global economic conditions and ongoing 
�nancial crunch, it is one of the fastest 
and most stable economic growth 
patterns in the world. Undoubtedly it 
holds a spiritual, economic, and political 
position that is rarely seen, and is 
respected all over the world. 

Nominal GDP and Real Growth Rates 
(2008-2014)

Saudi Arabia is the largest economy in 
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
and Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) and of course an active member 
of the G-20. It has been one of the major 
shareholders in so many generous 
humanitarian programs in the world 
which has successfully turned tears into 
smiles. Moreover, it also plays an 
important role in regional and global 
economic development as a major source 

of energy, overseas development 
assistance, foreign direct investment and 
remittances. 

Its miraculous socio-economic, massive 
geo-political and geo-strategic 
transformations are a result of the 
strategies that have been implemented 
since the rule of its founder King 
Abdulaziz Al Saud until today under the 
rule of the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques His Majesty King Abdullah ibn 
Abdulaziz. 

According to International Monetary 
Agency (IMF) latest report (May, 2014), 
economic growth in Saudi Arabia would 
be above 4 percent during 2014-15 
because of government spending and 
robust private sector activity. 
Furthermore, in�ationary pressure would 
be subdued. 

It also progresses to further reform the 
annual budget, introduce a medium-term 
budget framework, and develop tools to 
manage the volatility of oil revenues 
during 2014-15. 

Economic Diversi�cation 
�e government of Saudi Arabia has 
diversi�ed its macro-economy through 

power generation, telecommunications, 
natural gas exploration and 
petrochemical sectors. To attract foreign 
direct investment, the country acceded to 
WTO in 2005. It is carrying a 
multi-billion dollar development strategy 
to build six Green�eld economic cities 
and industrial zones in the country. By 
2020, the industrial cities will generate 
USD 150 billion in GDP and create 1.3 
million jobs. Its sincere e�orts to shift 
from an oil-based economy to a 
knowledge-based economy are 
substantiated by the record non-oil 
exports in 2013. Export oriented policies 
achieved current account surplus. 

It is derived economic diversi�cation to 
shift away from a volatile oil-centric 
economy. Now, it has the potential to 
reduce the impact of any future 
international �nancial crises, and is also 
creating signi�cant investment and 
�nancing opportunities. Recent 
announcements such as increase in the 
use of unconventional gas supplies, solar 
energy adoption, and introduction of 
nuclear and renewable energy are 
value-addition. �e diversi�cation of its 

economy has increased the net foreign 
assets by nearly $166 billion in 2012 and 
the funds are set to surpass $one trillion 
in 2015 for the �rst time in the 
Kingdom’s history.

�e IMF projected the assets, controlled 
by the Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency 
(SAMA), central bank, to smash the 
$one trillion barrier for the �rst time to 
peak at an all-time high of $1,058 trillion 
at the end of 2015. It is expected for the 
assets to further swell to $1,128 trillion at 
the end of 2016 and break another record 
of $1,213 trillion at the end of 2017. 

Dividends of 10th Development Plan 
(2013-14)
Saudi Arabia controls about 17 percent of 
the world’s proven petroleum reserves.  
Since 1970s, the government sponsored 
�ve-year development plans control the 
economic policy framework of the 
country, with �scal policy taking a central 
role, and thereby creating a strong link 
between �scal spending and economic 
activity.

�e government’s �scal policy is geared 
towards development objectives: 
investment in social and economic 
infrastructure, economic diversi�cation, 
and achieving macroeconomic stability.

Saudi Arabian 10th development plan 
concentrated more on the quality of the 
spending, the quality of the deliverables 
and the quality of the services that are 
provided to its people. It took new 
qualitative measures to improve its 
economic development, signaling a 
potential shift of emphasis in its drive to 
raise living standards by spending tens of 
billions of dollars on welfare.

According to a latest report by 
International Data Corporation (IDC), 
Saudi Arabia’s healthcare IT market is 
forecast to rise by 11 percent annually 
and is one of the fastest growing markets 
in the world. IT spending in Saudi 

Arabia is due to modernization and 
expansion of hospitals and clinics as the 
country looks to increase its bed capacity 
to 30,000. Due to which healthcare is 
also the second fastest growing sector 
after government in terms of IT 
spending. �e report also predicts that IT 
support services will be the fastest 
growing service areas in the country.

Saudi Budget 2014 
Saudi Arabia announced its 2014 budget 
which is a balanced budget of $228 
billion. �is is the sixth budget since the 

global �nancial crisis. It adopted the 
expansionary path. Education, health and 
infrastructure received major allocations 
of the budget. Government expenditure 
rose in 2013 to $247 billion, an increase 
of 15 percent over 2012. Spending went 
over budgeted outlay by about 13 percent.

Saudi gross domestic product (GDP) 
registered a record level of $745 billion in 
2013, by far the largest GCC and Arab 
economy, making it the 19th economy in 
the world in GDP size, ahead of 
Switzerland, Sweden, Norway and Iran. 

Due to rigorous diversi�cation of 
economy, oil GDP in fact declined in 
2013 by nearly four percent, while 
non-oil sector grew by over 9 percent. �e 
healthy growth in the private sector 
moderated the impact of the oil sector 

decline, pointing again to the signi�cance 
of economic diversi�cation and the need 
for encouraging the private sector to have 
a larger share in the GDP. When that 
happens, the private sector would be able 
to better cushion the impact of volatile oil 
prices.

Over the past eight years (2006-2013), 
Saudi Arabia has spent over $1.36 trillion 
in its general budgets, plus scores of 
billions more in special additional 
programs. It is planning to spend another 
$228 billion during 2014. During those 
years, it launched thousands of projects. 
In 2013 alone, the Ministry of Finance 
reviewed 2,330 projects valued at $48 
billion. 

With so many projects started, 
administrative and technical capacities of 
both government agencies and the 
private sector have been stretched to the 
limit and beyond. As a result, hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, of project are running 
behind schedule. 

Concluding Remarks 
�e Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, largest 
economy in the GCC and MENA 

always plays a very important role in the 
peace, harmony and stability of the 
region and world alike.  It is seriously 
advocating having GCC joint security 
shield, energy cooperation, food security, 
joint strategy against terrorism, 
extremism. 

It is also an active member of G-20 and 
plays its supportive role through 
international assistance and easy and 
smooth supply of oil. Now, Saudi Arabia 
is one of the fastest growing markets in 
built-assets among the world’s 30 highest 
grossing countries in the world.
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Economic Indicators
Nominal GDP ($bn)
GDP Per Capita ($’ 000)
Real GDP (% change)
Non-Oil GDP
Commercial bank deposit (SR bn)
(% change)
In�ation 
Current a/c balance (SR bn)
Imports (-)
Current account (percent of GDP)
SAMA’s net foreign assets

2011
669.6

23602.4
8.6
7.7

1103.6
12.1
3.7
15.9
97.4
12.7
440.4

2012
727.2

24789.9
5.1
5.0

1215.0
10.1
2.9

177.4
120.0
23.7
535.2

2013
742.5

24477.6
5.8
4.8

1390.8
14.5
4.0

123.1
141.8
22.4
647.6

2014f
768.9

24516.6
4.6
4.2

1571.6
13.0
4.1
93.3
152.7
17.9
716.7

2015f
806.9

24901.2
4.5
3.9

1760.2
12.0
4.2
73.0
163.3
15.4
768.5



he truncated analysis o�ered 
below is based on documents 
and images released by the 
Islamic State. �e thoughts are 

my own. My work is in the category of 
unfunded independent research. 
Welcome to the intellectual battle space.

*�e Islamic State will continue to 
aggressively seek expansion of physical 
boundaries and acquisition of quality 
military hardware.  �e doctrine which 
is driving the foot soldiers is one of 
conquest and not of governance. 
Human beings are the pawns on the 
geopolitical chessboard, and as such, 
merely represent a “service industry” to 
meet the needs of the military men of 
the Islamic State. Professional standing 
armies provide  needed goods and 
services of their military branches via 
the funds allocated from a national 

treasury.  �e Islamic State acquires 
fundamental goods and services 
through a doctrine of disciplined pillage 
and looting of the general population.

�e expansionist vision of the 
leadership of the Islamic State seeks an 
end game which completely changes the 
geopolitical chessboard of the Middle 
East and beyond.  �is vision requires 
state of the art military hardware. 
Recent acquisitions have come from 
existing stockpiles within Iraq. 

* �ere is a deliberate Doctrine of Chaos 
(DoC) propagated by the Islamic State. 
�e strategists of the Islamic State 
adeptly deploy chaos to transform 
human energy into pile drivers against 
national borders. National leadership 
grids are primarily targeted by 
engineered humanitarian crises to 
overwhelm national resources. Once 

this degradation is accomplished a 
secondary goal of physically targeting 
national leadership will proceed 
virtually unimpeded.  Prediction?  More 
than a few of the leaders of today will  
be reduced to historical footnotes.

*�e Islamic State will increase the use 
of social media platforms to mount 
psychological operations against 
designated demographic targets. I am a 
veteran “guest” on jihad portals. I am 
noting   a �air for brutality  that 
surpasses anything I have seen in the 
last decade. �e use of Twitter,  archive 
and �le-sharing platforms drives a 
purposeful strategy which markets 
dread and fear.  Exploitation of 
vulnerable population groups facilitates 
their �ight in advance of a military 
operation. Calculated release of brutal 
images creates a change in conduct. 

Fight or �ight is no longer the logical 
choice. Only �ight makes any real sense.  
�is operational model decreases the 
need for a robust military con�guration.  
Birds of prey  merely swoop in to pick 
o� the weak who lag behind.

*�e Islamic State will take a statistical 
leap forward with public cruci�xions 
and beheadings. �e vivid images drill 
deeply into the human psyche. �is is 
very much a stratagem of war.

*�e Islamic State will continue to use 
rape (of all ages and both sexes) to 
desensitize  troops and posture them for 
greater levels of violence.  Steroids are a 
gateway drug for future heroin 
addiction. Rape is a “gateway” prep for 
greater acts of brutality.  A man who will 
rape women is  capable of 
indiscriminate murder. It is a small leap 
from one to the other.  Rape will also be 
used as inducement and reward. �e 
underground economy in human �esh 
has always existed. But in times of 
unjust war this invisible commerce is 
manipulated. Lust and passion of 
unscrupulous men are maintained at a 
high level. Rape provides a 
catecholamine cascade and also serves as 
an eraser of conscience.

*�e Islamic State will increase  
exploitation of the youth bulge  with 
T-shirts, �ags, and future trinkets. I 

have not seen key chains yet. I am sure 
they will soon be marketed to Western 
youth.  Images of Caliphate  T-shirts in 
Turkish stores, and  worn by Indian 
youth are readily available. �e 
proliferation of cheap marketing tools 
ensnares youthful sentiment and is a 
development tool for ideological 
cohesion. �e Islamic State wil expand 
youth training camps. �e  primary 
focus will be on basic weapon 
pro�ciency and bomb-making skills. 

*�e Islamic State will move forward 
with a strong “death of the patriarch” 
paradigm to emasculate the generations 
and degrade generational traditions 
which sustain communal life.  It is not 
anomalous  that the mercenaries are 
lining up hundreds of men and 
assassinating them in front of their 
families. 

*�e Islamic States will exact an 
incalculable humanitarian price for their 
rapidly expanding operations. �e loss 
of even one naturally-occurring 
agricultural cycle leads to a debilitated 
and weakened population. Loss of one 
cycle equals malnutrition. Loss of two 
cycles? Starvation. Human beings living 
within zones of stability create 
self-sustaining enviornments. Humans 
on the run create regional disaster 
zones.

What must be done?

*Extreme aggression must  be met head 
on with a greater level of aggression. 
�is is the art of winning a war. A 
prudent coalition eradicates threat and 
obliterates the enemy.  To a man, 
members of the Islamic State must be 
cut down. �ey must be killed where 

they stand, killed as they sit and 
con�rmed dead when they fall. �is 
must be done without mercy and 
without hesitation.

*Social media platforms which support 
the Islamic State must become 
darkened spaces.  �is means a loss of 
access to digital freedom. If the 
individual touches an electronic device, 
they then move to the next tier. �ey 
lose their physical freedom. Tech arrest 
is an arti�cial/virtual boundary set by 
the state which is non-punitive 
regarding the individual's ability to 
conduct normal activities of daily living. 
It only converts to loss of physical 
freedom  when the rules of engagement 
are willfully violated.  Posting videos of 
beheadings to generate fear, incite 
hatred, or recruit the brute, violates 
responsible freedom of expression. 
Video postings of women tied to the 
bumpers of cars and torn asunder is 
documentation of a crime,  not freedom 
of expression.  I strongly support 
vigorously decreasing the visibility of 
the Islamic State on all social media 
platforms.

*All print  propaganda must  destroyed.  
�ose who market propaganda must be 
�ned by the state. 

*We must get ahead of the inglorious 
bastards of the Islamic State.  “�e 
Untouchables” has a scene that drives 
what I write today.  In the words of Sean 
Connery, “What are you prepared to do?”

CONFLICT

T
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Predictive analysis



he truncated analysis o�ered 
below is based on documents 
and images released by the 
Islamic State. �e thoughts are 

my own. My work is in the category of 
unfunded independent research. 
Welcome to the intellectual battle space.

*�e Islamic State will continue to 
aggressively seek expansion of physical 
boundaries and acquisition of quality 
military hardware.  �e doctrine which 
is driving the foot soldiers is one of 
conquest and not of governance. 
Human beings are the pawns on the 
geopolitical chessboard, and as such, 
merely represent a “service industry” to 
meet the needs of the military men of 
the Islamic State. Professional standing 
armies provide  needed goods and 
services of their military branches via 
the funds allocated from a national 

treasury.  �e Islamic State acquires 
fundamental goods and services 
through a doctrine of disciplined pillage 
and looting of the general population.

�e expansionist vision of the 
leadership of the Islamic State seeks an 
end game which completely changes the 
geopolitical chessboard of the Middle 
East and beyond.  �is vision requires 
state of the art military hardware. 
Recent acquisitions have come from 
existing stockpiles within Iraq. 

* �ere is a deliberate Doctrine of Chaos 
(DoC) propagated by the Islamic State. 
�e strategists of the Islamic State 
adeptly deploy chaos to transform 
human energy into pile drivers against 
national borders. National leadership 
grids are primarily targeted by 
engineered humanitarian crises to 
overwhelm national resources. Once 

this degradation is accomplished a 
secondary goal of physically targeting 
national leadership will proceed 
virtually unimpeded.  Prediction?  More 
than a few of the leaders of today will  
be reduced to historical footnotes.

*�e Islamic State will increase the use 
of social media platforms to mount 
psychological operations against 
designated demographic targets. I am a 
veteran “guest” on jihad portals. I am 
noting   a �air for brutality  that 
surpasses anything I have seen in the 
last decade. �e use of Twitter,  archive 
and �le-sharing platforms drives a 
purposeful strategy which markets 
dread and fear.  Exploitation of 
vulnerable population groups facilitates 
their �ight in advance of a military 
operation. Calculated release of brutal 
images creates a change in conduct. 

Fight or �ight is no longer the logical 
choice. Only �ight makes any real sense.  
�is operational model decreases the 
need for a robust military con�guration.  
Birds of prey  merely swoop in to pick 
o� the weak who lag behind.

*�e Islamic State will take a statistical 
leap forward with public cruci�xions 
and beheadings. �e vivid images drill 
deeply into the human psyche. �is is 
very much a stratagem of war.

*�e Islamic State will continue to use 
rape (of all ages and both sexes) to 
desensitize  troops and posture them for 
greater levels of violence.  Steroids are a 
gateway drug for future heroin 
addiction. Rape is a “gateway” prep for 
greater acts of brutality.  A man who will 
rape women is  capable of 
indiscriminate murder. It is a small leap 
from one to the other.  Rape will also be 
used as inducement and reward. �e 
underground economy in human �esh 
has always existed. But in times of 
unjust war this invisible commerce is 
manipulated. Lust and passion of 
unscrupulous men are maintained at a 
high level. Rape provides a 
catecholamine cascade and also serves as 
an eraser of conscience.

*�e Islamic State will increase  
exploitation of the youth bulge  with 
T-shirts, �ags, and future trinkets. I 

have not seen key chains yet. I am sure 
they will soon be marketed to Western 
youth.  Images of Caliphate  T-shirts in 
Turkish stores, and  worn by Indian 
youth are readily available. �e 
proliferation of cheap marketing tools 
ensnares youthful sentiment and is a 
development tool for ideological 
cohesion. �e Islamic State wil expand 
youth training camps. �e  primary 
focus will be on basic weapon 
pro�ciency and bomb-making skills. 

*�e Islamic State will move forward 
with a strong “death of the patriarch” 
paradigm to emasculate the generations 
and degrade generational traditions 
which sustain communal life.  It is not 
anomalous  that the mercenaries are 
lining up hundreds of men and 
assassinating them in front of their 
families. 

*�e Islamic States will exact an 
incalculable humanitarian price for their 
rapidly expanding operations. �e loss 
of even one naturally-occurring 
agricultural cycle leads to a debilitated 
and weakened population. Loss of one 
cycle equals malnutrition. Loss of two 
cycles? Starvation. Human beings living 
within zones of stability create 
self-sustaining enviornments. Humans 
on the run create regional disaster 
zones.

What must be done?

*Extreme aggression must  be met head 
on with a greater level of aggression. 
�is is the art of winning a war. A 
prudent coalition eradicates threat and 
obliterates the enemy.  To a man, 
members of the Islamic State must be 
cut down. �ey must be killed where 

they stand, killed as they sit and 
con�rmed dead when they fall. �is 
must be done without mercy and 
without hesitation.

*Social media platforms which support 
the Islamic State must become 
darkened spaces.  �is means a loss of 
access to digital freedom. If the 
individual touches an electronic device, 
they then move to the next tier. �ey 
lose their physical freedom. Tech arrest 
is an arti�cial/virtual boundary set by 
the state which is non-punitive 
regarding the individual's ability to 
conduct normal activities of daily living. 
It only converts to loss of physical 
freedom  when the rules of engagement 
are willfully violated.  Posting videos of 
beheadings to generate fear, incite 
hatred, or recruit the brute, violates 
responsible freedom of expression. 
Video postings of women tied to the 
bumpers of cars and torn asunder is 
documentation of a crime,  not freedom 
of expression.  I strongly support 
vigorously decreasing the visibility of 
the Islamic State on all social media 
platforms.

*All print  propaganda must  destroyed.  
�ose who market propaganda must be 
�ned by the state. 

*We must get ahead of the inglorious 
bastards of the Islamic State.  “�e 
Untouchables” has a scene that drives 
what I write today.  In the words of Sean 
Connery, “What are you prepared to do?”

CONFLICT

Tammy Swofford
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and author of the novel Arsenal. She 
can be reached at 

tammyswofford@yahoo.com
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Social media platforms supporting the 
Islamic State must become darkened spaces. 
Domains must be shut down. Webmasters 
must be placed under tech arrest. This means 
a loss of access to digital freedom. If they 
touch an electronic device they lose their 
physical freedom. 



In this modern era every 
individual is well aware of the 
word “NGO”. �e concept of 
NGO’s which started with the 

fall of Soviet Union in late 1980s saw not 
only realignment of world states to a new 
unipolar world order but also witnessed 
progressive people, hitherto supporting 
socialism, making a paradigm shift from 
Marxism to “liberalism”. �is was a 
west-sponsored move to keep engaging 
such elements to avoid con�ict in 
societies. For this a global initiative of 
non-government organization was 
launched in the name of human rights. 

But sadly the meaning of NGO’s has 
changed with time and I have no 

hesitation while de�ning the real meaning 
of NGOs through my dictionary that it’s a 
private bourgeoisie organization which 
tends to work for the working class but 
without any practical work rather 
arranging luxury meetings in the favor of 
so called tablet intellectuals.

I have some questions in my mind that 
what are these so called NGOs are doing? 
Secondly what is the purpose of these 
NGOs? And where are the funds being 
received by these NGOs used?  �e 
answer is simple “Nothing”, rather than 
money plundering. �e amount which is 
plundered in the name of welfare is used 
for some other themes. If these NGOs 
had implemented programs according to 
their constitution then unlike today, 
condition of poor would have been 
di�erent.  �e society might not be 

desperate like today.

I am not here to criticize the role of 
NGO’s but I am writing what common 
people think and gossips. Once I had a 
detailed meeting with few of my friends 
and they were of the view that most of 
these NGOs are headed by in�uential, 
politician, bureaucrats and rich people or 
elite. �ese are the people who plunder in 
the name of "NGOs" and deprive the 
deserving people of their rights. �ey have 
seen and so have I that NGO people who 
were riding on bicycles in the past, now 
own more than one vehicle at their home. 
�ose had pennies in their pocket until 
yesterday now having accounts with 
millions of dollar. �ese NGO people are 
directly linked with Left comrades  

Everything has good and bad aspects so 
there are some NGOs who are truly 
working for the betterment, welfare of the 
people, capacity building, giving 
awareness and farewell of human beings 
but on the other side some NGOs are 
leading our society to a threatening 
destructive gateway and no doubt, there 
role seems to be negative.

Legal Expert Sarmad Ali says, “Civil 
society in Pakistan is generally weak, and 
has only recently begun to address 
macro-political issues. Nonetheless, there 
are some potentially promising results that 
are beginning to emerge from the e�orts 
of coalitions and networks of NGOs and 
Community-Based Organizations 
(CBOs) to educate citizens about the 
meanings of democracy, representation, 
and the role of voters. NGOs are Catalyst, 
enabler and innovator in the society. 

“Basically NGOs role is to prepare people 
for change. �ey empower the people to 
overcome psychological problems and for 
the opposition of oppression. Its role 
cannot be denied. �e thing is NGOs 
credibility has been damaged by some fake 
NGOs which are working just for sake of 
funds. But mostly NGOs are doing their 
bit to improve the living conditions of 
grass root people and make them aware 
about their rights and even training them 
for getting their due rights. So I believe if 
government is not paying attention to 
them, we the NGOs are the ones who are 
working and building their capacity and 
it’s a massive contribution”, says Ali. 

We all know that NGOs claim that their 
only task is to create social awareness but 
when people felt that NGOs are not 
helping them concretely, they lose interest 
and merely social awareness is of no use to 
them. Some of the clever participants turn 
this opportunity into favors for themselves 

by manipulating di�erent NGOs to get 
funds in the name of social work. �ey 
know that projects are foreign funded and 
there is no commitment and sincerity 
behind it. Most NGOs have more or less 
become family business making big pro�t 
and if you are a good pretender you can 
generate huge funds so that people don’t 
trust NGOs for help as they consider 
them a fraud.

I had several discussions with NGO 
people commonly known as tablet 
intellectuals about NGOs role and they 
always claim they are taking full �edge 
and baby steps for improving and giving a 
change in society though meetings and 
seminars likely organized in �ve star 
hotels with bu�et dinners. �ey feel this is 
change but we all know what is it and 
where the fund is being used?

I feel society will not change with these 
steps and one has to believe that society 
changes when people themselves are 
geared up for the change but presently 
people of Pakistan are not all set for this 
change. Secondly tablet intellectuals 
should know that NGOs role is not 
providing service delivery like providing 
education and building schools, law and 
order, constructing hospitals or 
maintaining streets and roads, rather this 
responsibility is of the state. �ey should 
know the real di�erence and 
responsibilities between a state and civil 
society. In any country civil society’s role is 
very clear they are not the alternative for 
the state and government. �ey should 
not focus on developing their own 
infra-structure rather they should focus on 
pressuring the government on di�erent 
issues. If they are not clear what to do and 
what not to do, then they must read 
Hegal’s point of view between State and 
Civil Society.  

I want to share some information and 
facts with my readers that students of 
Punjab University researched and had a 
survey which was published in a 
newspaper as well. �e survey established 
that 80% of NGOs of the country get 
millions of dollars without doing any 
welfare work. �eir only aim is plundering 
money. Only 20% NGOs are relatively 
functional. In Punjab 4000, Sindh 3301, 
NWFP 309, Balochistan 286 and Azad 
Kashmir 92. NGOs were reported not 
working according to their constitutions 
and promises. �ese are the �gures 
collected by the PU students during a 
survey.

Shohrat Rizvi member of Progressive 
Youth Forum (PYF), was of the view that, 
“State has been the provider of public 
necessities since the rise of nation states; it 
still has a monopoly on force, taxation and 
law. Yet if the state fails to deliver the basic 
necessities of life to its citizen, a vacuum is 
created. Since the creation of United 
Nations in 1945, this vacuum is 
increasingly getting �lled by the NGOs. 
Working for the bene�t of the society, 
NGOs have created a space for 
themselves in capacity building and 
raising awareness among the masses. 

“But it would be a mistake to consider 
NGOs as a replacement or a remedy for 
the services that are to be provided by the 
state. �ey neither have the resources nor 
the capacity for that. Moreover with the 
massive in�ux of funds from international 
donor agencies, this sector is also falling 
victim to the same demon that has cursed 
the state machinery in Pakistan, i.e. 
Corruption. With no visible system of 
accountability, the aid money sent for the 
people is being plundered by the already 
rich management of these NGOs. If we 
wish to bene�t from them, we need the 
NGOs to focus more towards capacity 
building and raising awareness among the 
masses, leaving the functions of the state 
to the state, as well as having an e�ective 
system of accountability in place, says 
Shohart.

�e failure of non-governmental 
organizations and misappropriation of 
funds by them is not a new phenomenon 
in Pakistan. Corruption and dishonesty 
has plunged in all sectors of Pakistan and 
so into these organizations.

HUMAN RIGHTS

T

 NGOs
good or bad?
It would be a mistake to consider NGOs as a replacement or a 

remedy for the services that are to be provided by the state. They 
neither have the resources nor the capacity for that. Moreover 

with the massive in�ux of funds from international donor 
agencies, this sector is also falling victim to the same demon that 

has cursed the state machinery in Pakistan, i.e. corruption. 
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In this modern era every 
individual is well aware of the 
word “NGO”. �e concept of 
NGO’s which started with the 

fall of Soviet Union in late 1980s saw not 
only realignment of world states to a new 
unipolar world order but also witnessed 
progressive people, hitherto supporting 
socialism, making a paradigm shift from 
Marxism to “liberalism”. �is was a 
west-sponsored move to keep engaging 
such elements to avoid con�ict in 
societies. For this a global initiative of 
non-government organization was 
launched in the name of human rights. 

But sadly the meaning of NGO’s has 
changed with time and I have no 

hesitation while de�ning the real meaning 
of NGOs through my dictionary that it’s a 
private bourgeoisie organization which 
tends to work for the working class but 
without any practical work rather 
arranging luxury meetings in the favor of 
so called tablet intellectuals.

I have some questions in my mind that 
what are these so called NGOs are doing? 
Secondly what is the purpose of these 
NGOs? And where are the funds being 
received by these NGOs used?  �e 
answer is simple “Nothing”, rather than 
money plundering. �e amount which is 
plundered in the name of welfare is used 
for some other themes. If these NGOs 
had implemented programs according to 
their constitution then unlike today, 
condition of poor would have been 
di�erent.  �e society might not be 

desperate like today.

I am not here to criticize the role of 
NGO’s but I am writing what common 
people think and gossips. Once I had a 
detailed meeting with few of my friends 
and they were of the view that most of 
these NGOs are headed by in�uential, 
politician, bureaucrats and rich people or 
elite. �ese are the people who plunder in 
the name of "NGOs" and deprive the 
deserving people of their rights. �ey have 
seen and so have I that NGO people who 
were riding on bicycles in the past, now 
own more than one vehicle at their home. 
�ose had pennies in their pocket until 
yesterday now having accounts with 
millions of dollar. �ese NGO people are 
directly linked with Left comrades  

Everything has good and bad aspects so 
there are some NGOs who are truly 
working for the betterment, welfare of the 
people, capacity building, giving 
awareness and farewell of human beings 
but on the other side some NGOs are 
leading our society to a threatening 
destructive gateway and no doubt, there 
role seems to be negative.

Legal Expert Sarmad Ali says, “Civil 
society in Pakistan is generally weak, and 
has only recently begun to address 
macro-political issues. Nonetheless, there 
are some potentially promising results that 
are beginning to emerge from the e�orts 
of coalitions and networks of NGOs and 
Community-Based Organizations 
(CBOs) to educate citizens about the 
meanings of democracy, representation, 
and the role of voters. NGOs are Catalyst, 
enabler and innovator in the society. 

“Basically NGOs role is to prepare people 
for change. �ey empower the people to 
overcome psychological problems and for 
the opposition of oppression. Its role 
cannot be denied. �e thing is NGOs 
credibility has been damaged by some fake 
NGOs which are working just for sake of 
funds. But mostly NGOs are doing their 
bit to improve the living conditions of 
grass root people and make them aware 
about their rights and even training them 
for getting their due rights. So I believe if 
government is not paying attention to 
them, we the NGOs are the ones who are 
working and building their capacity and 
it’s a massive contribution”, says Ali. 

We all know that NGOs claim that their 
only task is to create social awareness but 
when people felt that NGOs are not 
helping them concretely, they lose interest 
and merely social awareness is of no use to 
them. Some of the clever participants turn 
this opportunity into favors for themselves 

by manipulating di�erent NGOs to get 
funds in the name of social work. �ey 
know that projects are foreign funded and 
there is no commitment and sincerity 
behind it. Most NGOs have more or less 
become family business making big pro�t 
and if you are a good pretender you can 
generate huge funds so that people don’t 
trust NGOs for help as they consider 
them a fraud.

I had several discussions with NGO 
people commonly known as tablet 
intellectuals about NGOs role and they 
always claim they are taking full �edge 
and baby steps for improving and giving a 
change in society though meetings and 
seminars likely organized in �ve star 
hotels with bu�et dinners. �ey feel this is 
change but we all know what is it and 
where the fund is being used?

I feel society will not change with these 
steps and one has to believe that society 
changes when people themselves are 
geared up for the change but presently 
people of Pakistan are not all set for this 
change. Secondly tablet intellectuals 
should know that NGOs role is not 
providing service delivery like providing 
education and building schools, law and 
order, constructing hospitals or 
maintaining streets and roads, rather this 
responsibility is of the state. �ey should 
know the real di�erence and 
responsibilities between a state and civil 
society. In any country civil society’s role is 
very clear they are not the alternative for 
the state and government. �ey should 
not focus on developing their own 
infra-structure rather they should focus on 
pressuring the government on di�erent 
issues. If they are not clear what to do and 
what not to do, then they must read 
Hegal’s point of view between State and 
Civil Society.  

I want to share some information and 
facts with my readers that students of 
Punjab University researched and had a 
survey which was published in a 
newspaper as well. �e survey established 
that 80% of NGOs of the country get 
millions of dollars without doing any 
welfare work. �eir only aim is plundering 
money. Only 20% NGOs are relatively 
functional. In Punjab 4000, Sindh 3301, 
NWFP 309, Balochistan 286 and Azad 
Kashmir 92. NGOs were reported not 
working according to their constitutions 
and promises. �ese are the �gures 
collected by the PU students during a 
survey.

Shohrat Rizvi member of Progressive 
Youth Forum (PYF), was of the view that, 
“State has been the provider of public 
necessities since the rise of nation states; it 
still has a monopoly on force, taxation and 
law. Yet if the state fails to deliver the basic 
necessities of life to its citizen, a vacuum is 
created. Since the creation of United 
Nations in 1945, this vacuum is 
increasingly getting �lled by the NGOs. 
Working for the bene�t of the society, 
NGOs have created a space for 
themselves in capacity building and 
raising awareness among the masses. 

“But it would be a mistake to consider 
NGOs as a replacement or a remedy for 
the services that are to be provided by the 
state. �ey neither have the resources nor 
the capacity for that. Moreover with the 
massive in�ux of funds from international 
donor agencies, this sector is also falling 
victim to the same demon that has cursed 
the state machinery in Pakistan, i.e. 
Corruption. With no visible system of 
accountability, the aid money sent for the 
people is being plundered by the already 
rich management of these NGOs. If we 
wish to bene�t from them, we need the 
NGOs to focus more towards capacity 
building and raising awareness among the 
masses, leaving the functions of the state 
to the state, as well as having an e�ective 
system of accountability in place, says 
Shohart.

�e failure of non-governmental 
organizations and misappropriation of 
funds by them is not a new phenomenon 
in Pakistan. Corruption and dishonesty 
has plunged in all sectors of Pakistan and 
so into these organizations.
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long with dozens of other 
farmers in the western 
Himalayan village of Namli 
Mera, Muhammad Naeem 

had been planning to give up agriculture 
and move to a nearby city.

Resigned to opening a roadside co�ee 
stall or working as a labourer in an auto 
shop, Naeem decided two years ago to 
abandon his potato �elds after losing 
much of his three hectares of terraced 
farmland to soil erosion and landslides – 
problems that have become more 
frequent due to intense rainfall in the 
area.

Namli Mera, located on the northern 
border of Ayubia National Park some 80 
km from Pakistan’s capital city of 
Islamabad, was once famous for its 
sparkling natural springs. But in recent 

years the village has become better 
known for its unstable mountain slopes, 
pushing farmers like Naeem to consider 
leaving.

�en a clump of trees changed his mind. 
"I dropped my migration plan when I 
saw the fertile soil of my plot gradually 
stabilising thanks to a plantation of pine 
saplings on the mountainside under 
which my �eld sits," said the 
35-year-old farmer. "It's really a 
restoration of my life and livelihood."

�e new plantation is part of a 
multi-million-rupee initiative to protect 
land and slopes, launched in 2008 by the 
World Wide Fund for Nature-Pakistan 
(WWF-P) and funded by the Coca 
Cola Foundation.

Now in its sixth phase, which concludes 
in June 2015, the programme aims to 

address soil erosion and landslides in 
several of the 12 villages located around 
Ayubia National Park. It uses mountain 
stabilisation techniques, such as 
erecting brushwood retaining walls, 
building check dams and restoring 
vegetation and tree cover.

Environmentalist Muhammad Waseem, 
who heads the WWF-P o�ce in 
Nathiagali that oversees the work, said 
land erosion in the villages near the park 
has been exacerbated by deforestation 
and over-grazing. If left to grow, tree 
roots and natural vegetation cover help 
reinforce soil and remove groundwater, 
reducing the risk of landslides when 
heavy rain hits, he added.

With a combination of replanting and 
new infrastructure, the WWF-P 
initiative has helped mitigate erosion 

and landslip threats, Waseem said. "As a 
result, the livelihoods of mountain 
farmers have become more secure and 
many have dropped their migration 
plans," he explained.

Diverting Flood Waters
Taj Mohammad, a 60-year-old 
vegetable farmer in Khun Kalan village, 
is grateful for the way his life has 
changed. Sitting on a roadside rock, he 
told this scribe about the check dams 
that have been built in his village of 300 
households. �e small dams, which sit 
across minor water channels to divert 
and slow the water �ow, have 
completely stopped soil erosion, he said.

“Heavy rains during the summer 
monsoon season would cause water to 
gush down into the village and wash 
away fertile land and standing crops, 
and would often result in land erosion 
or landslides," said Mohammad. "But 
no such incidents have taken place since 

2011, when check dams were 
constructed to make the �oodwater �ow 
several metres away from our vegetable, 
wheat and maize plots."

According to environmentalist Waseem, 
since 2008 the initiative has installed 
763 cubic metres of check dams, built 
3,440 cubic metres of �ood-control 
spurs to protect river and channel banks, 
and planted vegetation over 1,500 
square metres of mountain land. In 
addition, sustainable grazing practices 
have been introduced on 75 hectares of 
farmland, helping regenerate vegetation 
cover.

"Deforestation was a major cause of 
land erosion and has increased the risk 
of landslides in mountain villages 
around the park area," said Waseem. 
“Under the programme, over 60,000 
indigenous pine species and 10,000 fruit 
trees have been planted in the last �ve 
years."

Tourists Return
Zul�qar Ali has seen the bene�ts 
�rsthand. He runs a motel beneath a 
mountain ridge in Namli Mera village, 
in an area known for its panoramic 
views of the western Himalayas.

“Until 2008, thousands of tourists each 
year would come to spend time in the 
area and dine at my motel," he said. 
"But my business disappeared as tourists 
stopped visiting the area for fear of 
getting trapped or killed by landslides."

As tourists found roads increasingly 
blocked by rock falls from unstable 
slopes, things got so bad he was ready to 
close the motel and open a tea stall in 
Abbottabad, some 40 km away, in order 
to make enough to feed his family of 
�ve.

But now the WWF-P initiative has 
made the area safer, tourists have 
returned and Ali no longer has a reason 
to leave. "My business is now thriving 
again," he said with a smile.
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abandon his potato �elds after losing 
much of his three hectares of terraced 
farmland to soil erosion and landslides – 
problems that have become more 
frequent due to intense rainfall in the 
area.

Namli Mera, located on the northern 
border of Ayubia National Park some 80 
km from Pakistan’s capital city of 
Islamabad, was once famous for its 
sparkling natural springs. But in recent 

years the village has become better 
known for its unstable mountain slopes, 
pushing farmers like Naeem to consider 
leaving.

�en a clump of trees changed his mind. 
"I dropped my migration plan when I 
saw the fertile soil of my plot gradually 
stabilising thanks to a plantation of pine 
saplings on the mountainside under 
which my �eld sits," said the 
35-year-old farmer. "It's really a 
restoration of my life and livelihood."

�e new plantation is part of a 
multi-million-rupee initiative to protect 
land and slopes, launched in 2008 by the 
World Wide Fund for Nature-Pakistan 
(WWF-P) and funded by the Coca 
Cola Foundation.

Now in its sixth phase, which concludes 
in June 2015, the programme aims to 

address soil erosion and landslides in 
several of the 12 villages located around 
Ayubia National Park. It uses mountain 
stabilisation techniques, such as 
erecting brushwood retaining walls, 
building check dams and restoring 
vegetation and tree cover.

Environmentalist Muhammad Waseem, 
who heads the WWF-P o�ce in 
Nathiagali that oversees the work, said 
land erosion in the villages near the park 
has been exacerbated by deforestation 
and over-grazing. If left to grow, tree 
roots and natural vegetation cover help 
reinforce soil and remove groundwater, 
reducing the risk of landslides when 
heavy rain hits, he added.

With a combination of replanting and 
new infrastructure, the WWF-P 
initiative has helped mitigate erosion 

and landslip threats, Waseem said. "As a 
result, the livelihoods of mountain 
farmers have become more secure and 
many have dropped their migration 
plans," he explained.

Diverting Flood Waters
Taj Mohammad, a 60-year-old 
vegetable farmer in Khun Kalan village, 
is grateful for the way his life has 
changed. Sitting on a roadside rock, he 
told this scribe about the check dams 
that have been built in his village of 300 
households. �e small dams, which sit 
across minor water channels to divert 
and slow the water �ow, have 
completely stopped soil erosion, he said.

“Heavy rains during the summer 
monsoon season would cause water to 
gush down into the village and wash 
away fertile land and standing crops, 
and would often result in land erosion 
or landslides," said Mohammad. "But 
no such incidents have taken place since 

2011, when check dams were 
constructed to make the �oodwater �ow 
several metres away from our vegetable, 
wheat and maize plots."

According to environmentalist Waseem, 
since 2008 the initiative has installed 
763 cubic metres of check dams, built 
3,440 cubic metres of �ood-control 
spurs to protect river and channel banks, 
and planted vegetation over 1,500 
square metres of mountain land. In 
addition, sustainable grazing practices 
have been introduced on 75 hectares of 
farmland, helping regenerate vegetation 
cover.

"Deforestation was a major cause of 
land erosion and has increased the risk 
of landslides in mountain villages 
around the park area," said Waseem. 
“Under the programme, over 60,000 
indigenous pine species and 10,000 fruit 
trees have been planted in the last �ve 
years."

Tourists Return
Zul�qar Ali has seen the bene�ts 
�rsthand. He runs a motel beneath a 
mountain ridge in Namli Mera village, 
in an area known for its panoramic 
views of the western Himalayas.

“Until 2008, thousands of tourists each 
year would come to spend time in the 
area and dine at my motel," he said. 
"But my business disappeared as tourists 
stopped visiting the area for fear of 
getting trapped or killed by landslides."

As tourists found roads increasingly 
blocked by rock falls from unstable 
slopes, things got so bad he was ready to 
close the motel and open a tea stall in 
Abbottabad, some 40 km away, in order 
to make enough to feed his family of 
�ve.

But now the WWF-P initiative has 
made the area safer, tourists have 
returned and Ali no longer has a reason 
to leave. "My business is now thriving 
again," he said with a smile.

SEPTEMBER 201423w w w . e c o n o m i c a � a i r s . c o m . p k

AGRICULTURE

Saleem Shaikh
is a climate change and 

development science correspondent, 
based in Islamabad, Pakistan. 



ife is full of hardships for 
women like Gul Mehreen, who 
live in tough mountain terrain in 
the north of Pakistan. �eir 

villages located in Hunza Nagar Valley 
are isolated and still don’t have an access 
to electricity making it even more 
di�cult for them to survive harsh 
conditions.

But thanks to a small project, Mehreen 
now takes delight in cooking and other 
daily household chores. 

A micro-hydel power station has been 
installed that now supplies clean and 
cheap energy to her village called 
Ahmadabad, where Gul Mehreen lives, 
making the lives of the residents, 
especially women much easier.

In the villages, it is the womenfolk who 
are responsible for all cooking-related 
activities and they work really hard, often 
walking miles to collect �rewood on a 
daily basis. But with the availability of 
electricity, they have been relieved of this 
burden.

Instead of �rewood, Gul Mehreen now 

uses electric stove, oven and energy saver 
bulbs in her home – all powered by the 
micro-hydel power station.  

�is also means she doesn’t burn 
kerosene oil anymore to light a lamp 
during night, smoke from which was a 
serious health problem for her and her 
family.   

Mehreen says she doesn’t su�er from eye 
problems and cough anymore that were 
earlier caused by indoor pollution due to 
ine�cient burning of the �rewood. 

“I myself used to go to collect fuelwood 
from a nearby forest. I would cut the 
wood into small pieces and burn them in 
mud stove to cook food. �is was a 
toilsome work. Also, the smoke from the 
stove would spread throughout our home 
and we would cough and feel pain in the 
eyes. Now cooking food and doing other 
chores in the kitchen has considerably 
become easy and stress-free. Now we do 
every thing from cooking, heating water 
for washing cloths, bathing and dish 
washing on the electric stove as 
electricity is much cheaper and readily 

available,” She said.

�e micro hydel power station was 
constructed by the Aga Khan Rural 
Support Programme in �nancial and 
technical support extended by the United 
Nations Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) and Pakistan Poverty 
Alleviation Fund (PPAF). �e project 
became operational in 2008.

Social development activist Ghulam 
Sarwar, who himself is a resident of the 
Ahmadabad village and has been 
instrumental in uplifting the living 
standards of the people, says the project 
has been a boon for the socio-economic 
lives of the village.

He told this scribe, “Before the micro 
hydel power project, our entire village 
reeled under darkness. While we used to 
see light and electricity in other cities of 
Pakistan, we had only candles and 
kerosene oil lamps to light our homes. 
We faced so many di�culties due to 
absence of electricity in our village. We 
were forced to chop down even the fruit 
bearing trees to cook meals.”

�e scenic village of Ahmadabad is 
located right next to gushing Hunza 
river, a major tributary of the mighty 
Indus River, just opposite the over 8,000 
metres high breathtaking mountain peak 
of Rakaposhi.

Environmentalists and social activist in 
the village, Ghulam Raza and Inayatullah 
Baig, are glad that due to the micro hydel 
power station, forests in the village are 
now coming back to life. �ey claim that 
no one cuts trees in the village now.

Ghulam Raza points out, “�anks to 
advent of electricity in our village, forests 
in the nearby mountain areas are now 
regenerating. Now, no one chops trees for 
fuelwood purposes.” 

Inayatullah Baig, who also looks after the 
operationalization of the micro hydel 
power project says no one cut trees in the 
village and so much so dried up trees 
stand uncut or idle. No one bothers to 
use them for any purposes. Because, the 
villagers have now access to cheap, clean 
and environment-friendly electricity. 

Pointed towards a dried berry tree, 
Inayatullah Baig told said, “�is is a very 

old berry tree. It has dried up but yet no 
one has chopped it down because we now 
have hydel electricity in the village.”

Ali Gohar, who is management 
committee member of the micro hydel 
power project in the Ahmadabad village, 
says that that the future of their children 
was earlier at stake.  �ey often used to 
join their mothers and sisters to collect 
fuelwood from forests. But now they get 
enough time to study and �nish their 
schoolwork even after the sunset due to 
electric bulbs.

 “Life has become easy. Children can do 
their homework in the evening. We can 
now watch television, we can iron our 
clothes and women can use electric 
washing machines,” he said.

All the 144 households of the 
Ahmadabad mountain village and nearly 
110 households in adjoining Sultanabad 
and Faizabad villages of the Hunza valley 
now have access to electricity from the 
micro hydel power station, which is 
presently producing 190 kilowatts. 

Community leaders, who look after the 
project, say that they intend to provide 

electricity to 1300 more households in 
Karimabad and Altit villages of the valley 
after increasing the power generation to 
400 kilowatts in the next one or two years 
once the funds are available. 

Shahana Khan, who is a Project 
Development Manager with the Aga 
Khan Rural Support Programme in 
Hunza valley, says it is people’s initiative.

She told this scribe further, “Given the 
abundant advantages, we have set up 
several micro hydel power projects in 
di�erent mountain villages of the 
Gilgit-Baltistan province. �ese are 
owned by the communities. �ough the 
communities themselves have built these 
micro power stations, Aga Khan Rural 
Support Programme extended only 
technical and �nancial support for them. 
Palpably, a number of bene�ts accrue 
from such hydel power projects for the 
communities and the environment.”

Pakistan’s Alternative Energy 
Development Board’s reports conclude 
that rivers and mountain streams in the 
country have a combined power potential 
of more than 50,000 megawatts. But 
existing hydropower projects produce 
less than 7000 megawatts of electricity.

�ese comprise of all sizes of hydropower 
plants, including storage-based and 
high-head schemes on mountainous 
streams in the north and low-head, 
run-of-the river plants on rivers and 
canals in the southern plains.

Jamil Uddin, who manages development 
projects in the Gilgit-Baltistan region for 
the Aga Khan Rural Support 
Programme, says that his organization in 
collaboration with the Paksitan’s 
Alternative Energy Development Board 
and Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund 
has planned to install around 103 micro 
hydro power plants in upper Indus Basin 
areas of Chitral district and 
Gilgit-Baltistan province in the next few 
years. 

�is will reduce pressure on the depleting 
forest resources of the country, cut 
Pakistan’s carbon footprint and empower 
mountain communities of the 
Hindu-Kush Himalaya region through 
cheap, clean, reliable and a�ordable 
electricity. 
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ife is full of hardships for 
women like Gul Mehreen, who 
live in tough mountain terrain in 
the north of Pakistan. �eir 

villages located in Hunza Nagar Valley 
are isolated and still don’t have an access 
to electricity making it even more 
di�cult for them to survive harsh 
conditions.

But thanks to a small project, Mehreen 
now takes delight in cooking and other 
daily household chores. 

A micro-hydel power station has been 
installed that now supplies clean and 
cheap energy to her village called 
Ahmadabad, where Gul Mehreen lives, 
making the lives of the residents, 
especially women much easier.

In the villages, it is the womenfolk who 
are responsible for all cooking-related 
activities and they work really hard, often 
walking miles to collect �rewood on a 
daily basis. But with the availability of 
electricity, they have been relieved of this 
burden.

Instead of �rewood, Gul Mehreen now 

uses electric stove, oven and energy saver 
bulbs in her home – all powered by the 
micro-hydel power station.  

�is also means she doesn’t burn 
kerosene oil anymore to light a lamp 
during night, smoke from which was a 
serious health problem for her and her 
family.   

Mehreen says she doesn’t su�er from eye 
problems and cough anymore that were 
earlier caused by indoor pollution due to 
ine�cient burning of the �rewood. 

“I myself used to go to collect fuelwood 
from a nearby forest. I would cut the 
wood into small pieces and burn them in 
mud stove to cook food. �is was a 
toilsome work. Also, the smoke from the 
stove would spread throughout our home 
and we would cough and feel pain in the 
eyes. Now cooking food and doing other 
chores in the kitchen has considerably 
become easy and stress-free. Now we do 
every thing from cooking, heating water 
for washing cloths, bathing and dish 
washing on the electric stove as 
electricity is much cheaper and readily 

available,” She said.

�e micro hydel power station was 
constructed by the Aga Khan Rural 
Support Programme in �nancial and 
technical support extended by the United 
Nations Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) and Pakistan Poverty 
Alleviation Fund (PPAF). �e project 
became operational in 2008.

Social development activist Ghulam 
Sarwar, who himself is a resident of the 
Ahmadabad village and has been 
instrumental in uplifting the living 
standards of the people, says the project 
has been a boon for the socio-economic 
lives of the village.

He told this scribe, “Before the micro 
hydel power project, our entire village 
reeled under darkness. While we used to 
see light and electricity in other cities of 
Pakistan, we had only candles and 
kerosene oil lamps to light our homes. 
We faced so many di�culties due to 
absence of electricity in our village. We 
were forced to chop down even the fruit 
bearing trees to cook meals.”

�e scenic village of Ahmadabad is 
located right next to gushing Hunza 
river, a major tributary of the mighty 
Indus River, just opposite the over 8,000 
metres high breathtaking mountain peak 
of Rakaposhi.

Environmentalists and social activist in 
the village, Ghulam Raza and Inayatullah 
Baig, are glad that due to the micro hydel 
power station, forests in the village are 
now coming back to life. �ey claim that 
no one cuts trees in the village now.

Ghulam Raza points out, “�anks to 
advent of electricity in our village, forests 
in the nearby mountain areas are now 
regenerating. Now, no one chops trees for 
fuelwood purposes.” 

Inayatullah Baig, who also looks after the 
operationalization of the micro hydel 
power project says no one cut trees in the 
village and so much so dried up trees 
stand uncut or idle. No one bothers to 
use them for any purposes. Because, the 
villagers have now access to cheap, clean 
and environment-friendly electricity. 

Pointed towards a dried berry tree, 
Inayatullah Baig told said, “�is is a very 

old berry tree. It has dried up but yet no 
one has chopped it down because we now 
have hydel electricity in the village.”

Ali Gohar, who is management 
committee member of the micro hydel 
power project in the Ahmadabad village, 
says that that the future of their children 
was earlier at stake.  �ey often used to 
join their mothers and sisters to collect 
fuelwood from forests. But now they get 
enough time to study and �nish their 
schoolwork even after the sunset due to 
electric bulbs.

 “Life has become easy. Children can do 
their homework in the evening. We can 
now watch television, we can iron our 
clothes and women can use electric 
washing machines,” he said.

All the 144 households of the 
Ahmadabad mountain village and nearly 
110 households in adjoining Sultanabad 
and Faizabad villages of the Hunza valley 
now have access to electricity from the 
micro hydel power station, which is 
presently producing 190 kilowatts. 

Community leaders, who look after the 
project, say that they intend to provide 

electricity to 1300 more households in 
Karimabad and Altit villages of the valley 
after increasing the power generation to 
400 kilowatts in the next one or two years 
once the funds are available. 

Shahana Khan, who is a Project 
Development Manager with the Aga 
Khan Rural Support Programme in 
Hunza valley, says it is people’s initiative.

She told this scribe further, “Given the 
abundant advantages, we have set up 
several micro hydel power projects in 
di�erent mountain villages of the 
Gilgit-Baltistan province. �ese are 
owned by the communities. �ough the 
communities themselves have built these 
micro power stations, Aga Khan Rural 
Support Programme extended only 
technical and �nancial support for them. 
Palpably, a number of bene�ts accrue 
from such hydel power projects for the 
communities and the environment.”

Pakistan’s Alternative Energy 
Development Board’s reports conclude 
that rivers and mountain streams in the 
country have a combined power potential 
of more than 50,000 megawatts. But 
existing hydropower projects produce 
less than 7000 megawatts of electricity.

�ese comprise of all sizes of hydropower 
plants, including storage-based and 
high-head schemes on mountainous 
streams in the north and low-head, 
run-of-the river plants on rivers and 
canals in the southern plains.

Jamil Uddin, who manages development 
projects in the Gilgit-Baltistan region for 
the Aga Khan Rural Support 
Programme, says that his organization in 
collaboration with the Paksitan’s 
Alternative Energy Development Board 
and Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund 
has planned to install around 103 micro 
hydro power plants in upper Indus Basin 
areas of Chitral district and 
Gilgit-Baltistan province in the next few 
years. 

�is will reduce pressure on the depleting 
forest resources of the country, cut 
Pakistan’s carbon footprint and empower 
mountain communities of the 
Hindu-Kush Himalaya region through 
cheap, clean, reliable and a�ordable 
electricity. 
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akistan, a predominantly 
Muslim country is under threat 
by a conglomerate of local and 
alien non-state actors 

spearheaded by the TTP. �eir rallying 
cry is the overthrow of the current system 
of governance and replacing it withan 
Islamic Emirate Caliphate modelled 
after the Khulefa e Rashideen era of early 
Islam, with the caveat that only their 
(TTP’s) version of the Islamic Sharia will 
be enforced. �eir narrative declares that 
they are the true followers of the Islamic 
tenets as enshrined in the Holy Quran 
and Sunnah and the current leadership of 
Pakistan has strayed well away from the 
chosen path. �e salvation of the nation 
and its people in their judgment can only 
be achieved by waging a holy war (armed 
Jihad) against the existing corrupt ruling 
oligarchy and overthrowing them. In this 
noble cause they are hand in glove with 
Afghan Taliban who are �ghting against 
the ‘in�del’ foreign occupiers and their 
local collaborators in Afghanistan where 
they too aim to re-establish an Islamic 
Emirate on exactly similar lines. 

Both past and present civilian 
governments and military dictatorships 
of Pakistan in their respective turns have 
to date failed to provide good governance 
and the entire system is riddled with 
corruption and mismanagement. �e 
despondency prevalent among the 

general public has provided space to the 
insurgents where their claim and promise 
that national salvation lies only through 
adhering to their form of Islamic Sharia 
has gained acceptance especially among 
the conservative sections of the populace, 
who have become their key support base. 
�e current ongoing military campaign 
Zarb e Azb to dislodge the TTP and its 
allies from their stronghold in North 
Waziristan will severely damage their 
ability to commit terror acts against the 
state but unless their narrative and 
actions are exposed as violating the basic 
principles of Islam and the state comes 
up with a more persuasive one, besides 
improving its governance, the insurgency 
will survive and rise again in the near 
future. �is article will minutely study 
the basic features of the insurgent’s 
narrative and compare it with their 
actions in a bid to examine if what they 
preach and practice are in line with the 
tenets of Islam.

�e raison d’être of the armed insurgency 
against the state of Pakistan by the TTP 
is purportedly based on the concept of 
armed Jihad (Qatal) as enshrined in the 
Quran and Sunnah.�ere is a near 
unanimous accord among Islamic 
scholars of all sects that the declaration 
of armed Jihad is the sole prerogative of 
the head of a Muslim state and should 
only be undertaken against belligerent 

a n d 
aggressivegroups/societies/nations/tribes 
or those Muslim societies who repudiate 
any one of the �ve pillars of Islam - and 
there too‘if they incline to peace, incline 
thou to it, and trust in Allah. Lo! He is 
the Hearer Knower’(Surah Al Anfal 61) 
- as translated by Marmaduke Pickthall. 
�e �rst Caliph Hazrat Abu Bakar 
Siddique (RA) had waged armed Jihad 
against a particular tribe that had 
embraced Islam but later refused to pay 
Zakat to the BaitulMal. �e Holy Quran 
in Sura Al Baqarah Ayah 191 
commanded the believers to ‘slay them 
wherever ye �nd them, and drive them 
out of the places whence they drove you 
out, for persecution is worse than 
slaughter’. �is injunction was against a 
particular tribe that continuously plotted 
and aggressed against the embryonic 
Muslim community – here too the 
believers are cautioned not to begin 
hostilities as ‘Allah loveth not aggressors’ 
(Surah Baqarah 190)‘but if they desist, 
then lo! Allah is forgiving, merciful’ (Sura 
Al Baqarah 192) - English translation by 
Marmaduke Pickthall.

�e constitution of the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan enunciates that no law 
repugnant to the Quran and Sunnah can 
be legislated and barring a few 
contentious issues, where there are some 
di�erences of opinion even among the 

religious scholars, Pakistani laws adhere 
to the spirit and form as enjoined in the 
Quran and Sunnah. True, the state and 
its people in their conduct do not 
measure up to the high moral standards 
that Islam demands but according to a 
Hadith, for as long as the rulerscontinue 
to accept and promote the �ve basic 
tenets of Islam the state would qualify to 
be considered an Islamic one and unless 
it resorts to naked aggression and 
belligerency against another Islamic 
state, declaration of armed Jihad against 
it would be a violation of the Islamic 
ethos. 

With this background it can then be 
concluded that �rst, according to the 
Islamic jurisprudence, the TTP is not a 
state hence its warlords do not have the 
moral and religious authority to declare 
Jihad against Pakistan or any other 
societal entity. Second, Pakistan for all its 
�aws quali�es to be an Islamic state 
hence declaration of Jihad against it 
would be a serious contravention of 
Islamic principles - yes, reformation of all 
the ills that the nation su�ers from can 
and should be undertaken through 
education and Tabligh, considered the 
peaceful forms of Jihad. �e very 
foundation of the TTP narrative under 
which they have declared an armed Jihad 
against the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 
therefore, is invalid.

Islam is very speci�c about the conduct 
of armed Jihad: it encourages dialogue if 
the other side sues for peace, prohibits 
suicide, (Surah Al Nisa Ayah 29), forbids 
deliberate targeting of non-combatants 
especially women, prohibits wanton 
destruction of property, even trees -these 
limits are best expressed by the �rst 
Caliph Abu Bakar (RA), on the basis of 
the teaching of the Quran and Sunnah, 
in his address to the commander of the 
Muslim Army that was proceeding 
toSham(Syria) for Jihad. TTP and its 
associates deliberately target civilians in 
an attempt to sow fear among the general 
public; destroy schools, randomly attack 
civilian infrastructures, refused peace 
o�er and talks which the government 
had o�ered in late 2013 and regularly 
employ suicide squads to carry out their 
subversive raids. Interestingly the 
majority of lone suicide attackers are 
teenage brainwashed children, many 
under the in�uence of hypnotic sermons 
and even drugs who have been promised 
that they and their family would attain 
paradise for their noble deed. �eir 
trainers and handlers are known to 
indulge in the lucrative trade of selling 
their robotic wards to the highest 

bidders. Ironically or perhaps not, the 
TTP leaders and the suicide squad 
handlers who convince their young wards 
on the attainment of martyrdom and 
paradise never volunteer themselves or 
their own scions for what they preach is 
such a noble cause. �e Holy Quran in 
Sura Al Baqarah Ayahs 94-95 has 
identi�ed such charlatans very clearly. 
�e religious justi�cations that the TTP 
and its a�liates invoke to declare holy 
Jihad against Pakistan and the manner in 
which they are prosecuting it contravenes 
all the norms and ethos of Islam.

�e stated objective of the Afghan 
Taliban’s armed struggle is also the 
establishment of an Islamic Emirate 
Caliphate on similar lines as those of the 
TTP and they are actually the pioneers in 
this regard. A vast majority of Pakistanis 
believe that the Afghan Taliban are 
involved in a just struggle to rid the 
country of ‘in�del’ foreign occupation 
forces hence they are �ghting a true 
armed Jihad. �is line of reasoning 
resonates strongly among the 
conservative and even some of the liberal 
members of the Pakistani society. Since 
the Afghan Taliban and the TTP have a 
common noble objective, much of the 
atrocities committed by the latter are 
viewed by their sympathisers as the 
means justifying the end. Are the Afghan 
Taliban really �ghting a just armed Jihad 
on their land is a question that needs 
further scrutiny.

�e US invasion of Afghanistan in late 
2001 was an act of aggression on a 
Muslim state and a Jihad against the 
invaders thencould have met the criteria 
of a holy war. After the overthrow of the 
Taliban government, USA and its allies 
installed the Northern Alliance faction of 
Afghans comprising Tajiks, Uzbeks, 
Hazaras and a few smaller ethnic groups, 
all of whom are predominantly Muslims. 
According to the 2113 census, the 
Northern Alliance represents about 58 
per cent of the total Afghan population 
whereas the Pashtuns number 42 per 
cent. Since the Taliban are 
predominantly Afghan Pashtuns one can 
safely surmise that while they are by far 
the largest ethnic entity in the country, 
the Northern Alliance taken as a whole 
represents the majority. 

�e induction of International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF) was at the 
invitation of the ruling Northern 
Alliance and their initial mandate did 
not extend much beyond the boundaries 
of Kabul. �is was later expanded to 
provide security to the whole of 

Afghanistan through a unanimously 
approved UN Resolution 1510 on 13 
October, 2013. ISAF for all practical 
purpose are NATO forces with a very 
heavy US contingent. ISAF with the help 
of Afghan National Army (ANA) has to 
date held o� the Taliban military 
onslaught and are now planned to be 
withdrawn from all combat duties by the 
end of this year (2014) in the hope that 
the ANA would be able to ward o� the 
Taliban threat on their own steam.

�e Northern Alliance, predominantly 
Muslim, represents the majority in the 
country and ISAF are operating with 
their consent. Can ISAF be labelled as 
foreign ‘in�del’ occupation forces - 
probably not. �e Northern Alliance 
government believes in all the �ve pillars 
of Islam and hence according to the 
Hadith is a Muslim state against whom 
armed Jihad is forbidden unless it 
violates any one of the basic Islamic 
tenets. Besides, from purely a democratic 
perspective, the Alliance represents the 
majority of Afghans. Does the earlier 
narrative that the Afghan Taliban are 
�ghting a holy armed Jihad still hold 
water or is their struggle basically an 
e�ort to regain their power base which 
the US invasion of 2001 had snatched 
from them? If the latter be true the 
Afghan Taliban struggle should be 
viewed as a political and not religious 
movement or a holy armed Jihad. �e 
support or opposition of the Afghan 
Taliban resistance should then be based 
on political and ethnic parameters rather 
than on religion. Should that be the case, 
much of the sympathy and support for 
the Afghan Taliban would reduce in 
Pakistan.

To conclude some of the major 
dichotomies in the TTP and Afghan 
Taliban narratives must be explained to 
the general public so that they can make 
an informed choice based on accurate 
and veri�able data and this is the task 
that our Ulemas and scholars must 
pursue with renewed vigour. Having said 
that, unless the present democratic 
structure delivers good governance, the 
threat to the state will continue to spawn 
in one form or the other. Good 
governance, therefore, is the ultimate 
weapon to thwart any danger emanating 
from within or without.
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akistan, a predominantly 
Muslim country is under threat 
by a conglomerate of local and 
alien non-state actors 

spearheaded by the TTP. �eir rallying 
cry is the overthrow of the current system 
of governance and replacing it withan 
Islamic Emirate Caliphate modelled 
after the Khulefa e Rashideen era of early 
Islam, with the caveat that only their 
(TTP’s) version of the Islamic Sharia will 
be enforced. �eir narrative declares that 
they are the true followers of the Islamic 
tenets as enshrined in the Holy Quran 
and Sunnah and the current leadership of 
Pakistan has strayed well away from the 
chosen path. �e salvation of the nation 
and its people in their judgment can only 
be achieved by waging a holy war (armed 
Jihad) against the existing corrupt ruling 
oligarchy and overthrowing them. In this 
noble cause they are hand in glove with 
Afghan Taliban who are �ghting against 
the ‘in�del’ foreign occupiers and their 
local collaborators in Afghanistan where 
they too aim to re-establish an Islamic 
Emirate on exactly similar lines. 

Both past and present civilian 
governments and military dictatorships 
of Pakistan in their respective turns have 
to date failed to provide good governance 
and the entire system is riddled with 
corruption and mismanagement. �e 
despondency prevalent among the 

general public has provided space to the 
insurgents where their claim and promise 
that national salvation lies only through 
adhering to their form of Islamic Sharia 
has gained acceptance especially among 
the conservative sections of the populace, 
who have become their key support base. 
�e current ongoing military campaign 
Zarb e Azb to dislodge the TTP and its 
allies from their stronghold in North 
Waziristan will severely damage their 
ability to commit terror acts against the 
state but unless their narrative and 
actions are exposed as violating the basic 
principles of Islam and the state comes 
up with a more persuasive one, besides 
improving its governance, the insurgency 
will survive and rise again in the near 
future. �is article will minutely study 
the basic features of the insurgent’s 
narrative and compare it with their 
actions in a bid to examine if what they 
preach and practice are in line with the 
tenets of Islam.

�e raison d’être of the armed insurgency 
against the state of Pakistan by the TTP 
is purportedly based on the concept of 
armed Jihad (Qatal) as enshrined in the 
Quran and Sunnah.�ere is a near 
unanimous accord among Islamic 
scholars of all sects that the declaration 
of armed Jihad is the sole prerogative of 
the head of a Muslim state and should 
only be undertaken against belligerent 

a n d 
aggressivegroups/societies/nations/tribes 
or those Muslim societies who repudiate 
any one of the �ve pillars of Islam - and 
there too‘if they incline to peace, incline 
thou to it, and trust in Allah. Lo! He is 
the Hearer Knower’(Surah Al Anfal 61) 
- as translated by Marmaduke Pickthall. 
�e �rst Caliph Hazrat Abu Bakar 
Siddique (RA) had waged armed Jihad 
against a particular tribe that had 
embraced Islam but later refused to pay 
Zakat to the BaitulMal. �e Holy Quran 
in Sura Al Baqarah Ayah 191 
commanded the believers to ‘slay them 
wherever ye �nd them, and drive them 
out of the places whence they drove you 
out, for persecution is worse than 
slaughter’. �is injunction was against a 
particular tribe that continuously plotted 
and aggressed against the embryonic 
Muslim community – here too the 
believers are cautioned not to begin 
hostilities as ‘Allah loveth not aggressors’ 
(Surah Baqarah 190)‘but if they desist, 
then lo! Allah is forgiving, merciful’ (Sura 
Al Baqarah 192) - English translation by 
Marmaduke Pickthall.

�e constitution of the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan enunciates that no law 
repugnant to the Quran and Sunnah can 
be legislated and barring a few 
contentious issues, where there are some 
di�erences of opinion even among the 

religious scholars, Pakistani laws adhere 
to the spirit and form as enjoined in the 
Quran and Sunnah. True, the state and 
its people in their conduct do not 
measure up to the high moral standards 
that Islam demands but according to a 
Hadith, for as long as the rulerscontinue 
to accept and promote the �ve basic 
tenets of Islam the state would qualify to 
be considered an Islamic one and unless 
it resorts to naked aggression and 
belligerency against another Islamic 
state, declaration of armed Jihad against 
it would be a violation of the Islamic 
ethos. 

With this background it can then be 
concluded that �rst, according to the 
Islamic jurisprudence, the TTP is not a 
state hence its warlords do not have the 
moral and religious authority to declare 
Jihad against Pakistan or any other 
societal entity. Second, Pakistan for all its 
�aws quali�es to be an Islamic state 
hence declaration of Jihad against it 
would be a serious contravention of 
Islamic principles - yes, reformation of all 
the ills that the nation su�ers from can 
and should be undertaken through 
education and Tabligh, considered the 
peaceful forms of Jihad. �e very 
foundation of the TTP narrative under 
which they have declared an armed Jihad 
against the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 
therefore, is invalid.

Islam is very speci�c about the conduct 
of armed Jihad: it encourages dialogue if 
the other side sues for peace, prohibits 
suicide, (Surah Al Nisa Ayah 29), forbids 
deliberate targeting of non-combatants 
especially women, prohibits wanton 
destruction of property, even trees -these 
limits are best expressed by the �rst 
Caliph Abu Bakar (RA), on the basis of 
the teaching of the Quran and Sunnah, 
in his address to the commander of the 
Muslim Army that was proceeding 
toSham(Syria) for Jihad. TTP and its 
associates deliberately target civilians in 
an attempt to sow fear among the general 
public; destroy schools, randomly attack 
civilian infrastructures, refused peace 
o�er and talks which the government 
had o�ered in late 2013 and regularly 
employ suicide squads to carry out their 
subversive raids. Interestingly the 
majority of lone suicide attackers are 
teenage brainwashed children, many 
under the in�uence of hypnotic sermons 
and even drugs who have been promised 
that they and their family would attain 
paradise for their noble deed. �eir 
trainers and handlers are known to 
indulge in the lucrative trade of selling 
their robotic wards to the highest 

bidders. Ironically or perhaps not, the 
TTP leaders and the suicide squad 
handlers who convince their young wards 
on the attainment of martyrdom and 
paradise never volunteer themselves or 
their own scions for what they preach is 
such a noble cause. �e Holy Quran in 
Sura Al Baqarah Ayahs 94-95 has 
identi�ed such charlatans very clearly. 
�e religious justi�cations that the TTP 
and its a�liates invoke to declare holy 
Jihad against Pakistan and the manner in 
which they are prosecuting it contravenes 
all the norms and ethos of Islam.

�e stated objective of the Afghan 
Taliban’s armed struggle is also the 
establishment of an Islamic Emirate 
Caliphate on similar lines as those of the 
TTP and they are actually the pioneers in 
this regard. A vast majority of Pakistanis 
believe that the Afghan Taliban are 
involved in a just struggle to rid the 
country of ‘in�del’ foreign occupation 
forces hence they are �ghting a true 
armed Jihad. �is line of reasoning 
resonates strongly among the 
conservative and even some of the liberal 
members of the Pakistani society. Since 
the Afghan Taliban and the TTP have a 
common noble objective, much of the 
atrocities committed by the latter are 
viewed by their sympathisers as the 
means justifying the end. Are the Afghan 
Taliban really �ghting a just armed Jihad 
on their land is a question that needs 
further scrutiny.

�e US invasion of Afghanistan in late 
2001 was an act of aggression on a 
Muslim state and a Jihad against the 
invaders thencould have met the criteria 
of a holy war. After the overthrow of the 
Taliban government, USA and its allies 
installed the Northern Alliance faction of 
Afghans comprising Tajiks, Uzbeks, 
Hazaras and a few smaller ethnic groups, 
all of whom are predominantly Muslims. 
According to the 2113 census, the 
Northern Alliance represents about 58 
per cent of the total Afghan population 
whereas the Pashtuns number 42 per 
cent. Since the Taliban are 
predominantly Afghan Pashtuns one can 
safely surmise that while they are by far 
the largest ethnic entity in the country, 
the Northern Alliance taken as a whole 
represents the majority. 

�e induction of International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF) was at the 
invitation of the ruling Northern 
Alliance and their initial mandate did 
not extend much beyond the boundaries 
of Kabul. �is was later expanded to 
provide security to the whole of 

Afghanistan through a unanimously 
approved UN Resolution 1510 on 13 
October, 2013. ISAF for all practical 
purpose are NATO forces with a very 
heavy US contingent. ISAF with the help 
of Afghan National Army (ANA) has to 
date held o� the Taliban military 
onslaught and are now planned to be 
withdrawn from all combat duties by the 
end of this year (2014) in the hope that 
the ANA would be able to ward o� the 
Taliban threat on their own steam.

�e Northern Alliance, predominantly 
Muslim, represents the majority in the 
country and ISAF are operating with 
their consent. Can ISAF be labelled as 
foreign ‘in�del’ occupation forces - 
probably not. �e Northern Alliance 
government believes in all the �ve pillars 
of Islam and hence according to the 
Hadith is a Muslim state against whom 
armed Jihad is forbidden unless it 
violates any one of the basic Islamic 
tenets. Besides, from purely a democratic 
perspective, the Alliance represents the 
majority of Afghans. Does the earlier 
narrative that the Afghan Taliban are 
�ghting a holy armed Jihad still hold 
water or is their struggle basically an 
e�ort to regain their power base which 
the US invasion of 2001 had snatched 
from them? If the latter be true the 
Afghan Taliban struggle should be 
viewed as a political and not religious 
movement or a holy armed Jihad. �e 
support or opposition of the Afghan 
Taliban resistance should then be based 
on political and ethnic parameters rather 
than on religion. Should that be the case, 
much of the sympathy and support for 
the Afghan Taliban would reduce in 
Pakistan.

To conclude some of the major 
dichotomies in the TTP and Afghan 
Taliban narratives must be explained to 
the general public so that they can make 
an informed choice based on accurate 
and veri�able data and this is the task 
that our Ulemas and scholars must 
pursue with renewed vigour. Having said 
that, unless the present democratic 
structure delivers good governance, the 
threat to the state will continue to spawn 
in one form or the other. Good 
governance, therefore, is the ultimate 
weapon to thwart any danger emanating 
from within or without.
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ying has long been a part of 
everyday life and people cannot 
get through the day without 
being deceptive. Yet lying 

remains almost entirely ignored in the 
total context of matter, only leaving 
serious discussion of the topic in the 
hands of ethicists and theologians. 
Intellectuals write next to nothing about 
deception and society condemns lies only 
in a brief stance on detecting them. But 
as psychiatrists delve deeper into the 
details of deception, they are �nding that 
lying is a surprisingly common and 
complex phenomenon.

Most people lie once or twice a 
day—almost as often as they snack from 
the refrigerator or brush their teeth. Both 
men and women lie in approximately a 
�fth of their social exchanges lasting 10 
or more minutes; over the course of a 
week they deceive about 30 per cent of 
others and ignore when they receive 
con�icting messages about lying. 
Although we are socialized from the time 

we can speak to believe that it is always 
better to tell the truth, in reality society 
often encourages and even rewards 
deception. Show up late for an early 
morning meeting at work and it is best 
not to admit that you overslept. You get 
punished far more than you would be if 
you lie and say you were stuck in tra�c. 
Moreover, lying is integral to many 
occupations. �ink how often we see 
lawyers constructing far-fetched theories 
on behalf of their clients or reporters 
misrepresenting themselves in order to 
gain access to good stories that they 
interact one-on-one.

Not surprisingly, frequent liars tend to be 
manipulative and Machiavellian, not to 
mention overly concerned with the 
impression they make on others. 
Interestingly the closer we are to 
someone, the more likely it is that the lies 
we tell them will be altruistic ones. 
Although the sexes lie with equal 
frequency, women are especially likely to 
stretch the truth in order to protect 

someone else's feelings. Men, on the 
other hand, are more prone to lying about 
themselves—the typical conversation 
between two men contains about eight 
times as many self-oriented lies as it does 
falsehoods about other people.

We tend to think that people are either 
honest or dishonest. We like to believe 
that most people are virtuous, but a few 
bad apples spoil the bunch. If this were 
true, society might easily remedy its 
problems with cheating and dishonesty. 
Human-resources departments could 
screen for cheaters when hiring. 
Dishonest �nancial advisers or building 
contractors could be �agged quickly and 
shunned. Cheaters in sports and other 
arenas would be easy to spot before they 
rose to the tops of their professions. But 
that is not how dishonesty works.

Everybody has the capacity to be 
dishonest, and almost everybody 
cheats—just by a little. Except for a few 
outliers at the top and bottom, the 
behaviour of almost everyone is driven by 

two opposing motivations. On one hand, 
we want to bene�t from cheating and get 
as much money and glory as possible; on 
the other hand, we want to view ourselves 
as honest, honourable people. Sadly, it is 
this kind of small-scale mass cheating, 
not the high-pro�le cases, that is most 
corrosive to society.

Many of us believe that, other things 
being equal, it is morally worse to lie to 
someone than to merely mislead them. 
But what exactly is the distinction 
between lying and misleading? And, once 
the distinction is clearly understood, is it 
really the case that lying is morally worse 
than misleading? My literary attempt to 
answer these questions involves an 
intriguing mix of issues in ethics and the 
philosophy of language, and the results 
are used to illuminate a range of 
examples from politics and the law, 
among other areas. 

�e traditional view of lying holds that 
this phenomenon involves two central 
components: stating what one does not 

believe oneself and doing so with the 
intention to deceive. �is view remained 
the generally accepted view of the nature 
of lying until very recently, with the 
intention-to-deceive requirement now 
coming under repeated attack. In this 
article, I argue that the tides have turned 
too quickly in the literature on lying. For 
a while it is indeed true that there can be 
lies where there is no intention on the 
part of the speaker to deceive the hearer, 
this does not warrant severing the 
connection between lying and deception 
altogether.

�e view that lying is morally worse than 
merely misleading is a very natural one, 
which has had many prominent 
defenders. Nonetheless, I will argue that 
it is misguided: holding all else �xed, acts 
of mere misleading are not morally 
preferable to acts of lying, and successful 
lying is not morally worse than merely 
deliberately misleading. In fact, except in 
certain very special contexts, I will 

suggest that when faced with a felt need 
to deceive we might as well just go ahead 
and lie.

I argue that lying is generally morally 
better than mere deliberate misleading 
because the latter involves the 
exploitation of a greater trust and more 
seriously, abuses our willingness to ful�l 
epistemic and moral obligations to 
others. Whereas the liar relies on our 
�guring out and accepting only what is 
asserted, the mere deliberate misleading 
person depends on our actively inferring 
meaning beyond what is said in the form 
of implied conversations as well. When 
others’ epistemic and moral obligations 
are determined by standard assumptions 

of communicative cooperation and no 
compelling moral reason justi�es mere 
deliberate misleading instead, then I 
would say that one had better lied.

We have good reason to condemn 
misleading more strongly than lying and 
to condemn false assertion less harshly 
than lying but more harshly than 
misleading. We each have good reason to 
lie rather than make false assertions, but 
to make false assertions rather than 
mislead. �is is because these forms of 
deception damage credibility in di�erent 
ways. We can trust the person who lies to 
assert only what they believe to be true 
but we cannot trust the person who 
misleads at all.

Certainly anyone who insists on 
condemning all lies should ponder what 
would happen if we could reliably tell 
when our family, friends, colleagues, and 
government leaders were deceiving us. It 
is tempting to think that the world would 

become a better place when purged of 
the deceptions that seem to interfere 
with our attempts at genuine 
communication or intimacy. On the 
other hand, perhaps our social lives 
would collapse under the weight of 
relentless honesty, with unveiled truths 
destroying our ability to connect with 
others. �e ubiquity of lying is clearly a 
problem, but would we want to will away 
all of our lies? Let's be honest.
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ying has long been a part of 
everyday life and people cannot 
get through the day without 
being deceptive. Yet lying 

remains almost entirely ignored in the 
total context of matter, only leaving 
serious discussion of the topic in the 
hands of ethicists and theologians. 
Intellectuals write next to nothing about 
deception and society condemns lies only 
in a brief stance on detecting them. But 
as psychiatrists delve deeper into the 
details of deception, they are �nding that 
lying is a surprisingly common and 
complex phenomenon.

Most people lie once or twice a 
day—almost as often as they snack from 
the refrigerator or brush their teeth. Both 
men and women lie in approximately a 
�fth of their social exchanges lasting 10 
or more minutes; over the course of a 
week they deceive about 30 per cent of 
others and ignore when they receive 
con�icting messages about lying. 
Although we are socialized from the time 

we can speak to believe that it is always 
better to tell the truth, in reality society 
often encourages and even rewards 
deception. Show up late for an early 
morning meeting at work and it is best 
not to admit that you overslept. You get 
punished far more than you would be if 
you lie and say you were stuck in tra�c. 
Moreover, lying is integral to many 
occupations. �ink how often we see 
lawyers constructing far-fetched theories 
on behalf of their clients or reporters 
misrepresenting themselves in order to 
gain access to good stories that they 
interact one-on-one.

Not surprisingly, frequent liars tend to be 
manipulative and Machiavellian, not to 
mention overly concerned with the 
impression they make on others. 
Interestingly the closer we are to 
someone, the more likely it is that the lies 
we tell them will be altruistic ones. 
Although the sexes lie with equal 
frequency, women are especially likely to 
stretch the truth in order to protect 

someone else's feelings. Men, on the 
other hand, are more prone to lying about 
themselves—the typical conversation 
between two men contains about eight 
times as many self-oriented lies as it does 
falsehoods about other people.

We tend to think that people are either 
honest or dishonest. We like to believe 
that most people are virtuous, but a few 
bad apples spoil the bunch. If this were 
true, society might easily remedy its 
problems with cheating and dishonesty. 
Human-resources departments could 
screen for cheaters when hiring. 
Dishonest �nancial advisers or building 
contractors could be �agged quickly and 
shunned. Cheaters in sports and other 
arenas would be easy to spot before they 
rose to the tops of their professions. But 
that is not how dishonesty works.

Everybody has the capacity to be 
dishonest, and almost everybody 
cheats—just by a little. Except for a few 
outliers at the top and bottom, the 
behaviour of almost everyone is driven by 

two opposing motivations. On one hand, 
we want to bene�t from cheating and get 
as much money and glory as possible; on 
the other hand, we want to view ourselves 
as honest, honourable people. Sadly, it is 
this kind of small-scale mass cheating, 
not the high-pro�le cases, that is most 
corrosive to society.

Many of us believe that, other things 
being equal, it is morally worse to lie to 
someone than to merely mislead them. 
But what exactly is the distinction 
between lying and misleading? And, once 
the distinction is clearly understood, is it 
really the case that lying is morally worse 
than misleading? My literary attempt to 
answer these questions involves an 
intriguing mix of issues in ethics and the 
philosophy of language, and the results 
are used to illuminate a range of 
examples from politics and the law, 
among other areas. 

�e traditional view of lying holds that 
this phenomenon involves two central 
components: stating what one does not 

believe oneself and doing so with the 
intention to deceive. �is view remained 
the generally accepted view of the nature 
of lying until very recently, with the 
intention-to-deceive requirement now 
coming under repeated attack. In this 
article, I argue that the tides have turned 
too quickly in the literature on lying. For 
a while it is indeed true that there can be 
lies where there is no intention on the 
part of the speaker to deceive the hearer, 
this does not warrant severing the 
connection between lying and deception 
altogether.

�e view that lying is morally worse than 
merely misleading is a very natural one, 
which has had many prominent 
defenders. Nonetheless, I will argue that 
it is misguided: holding all else �xed, acts 
of mere misleading are not morally 
preferable to acts of lying, and successful 
lying is not morally worse than merely 
deliberately misleading. In fact, except in 
certain very special contexts, I will 

suggest that when faced with a felt need 
to deceive we might as well just go ahead 
and lie.

I argue that lying is generally morally 
better than mere deliberate misleading 
because the latter involves the 
exploitation of a greater trust and more 
seriously, abuses our willingness to ful�l 
epistemic and moral obligations to 
others. Whereas the liar relies on our 
�guring out and accepting only what is 
asserted, the mere deliberate misleading 
person depends on our actively inferring 
meaning beyond what is said in the form 
of implied conversations as well. When 
others’ epistemic and moral obligations 
are determined by standard assumptions 

of communicative cooperation and no 
compelling moral reason justi�es mere 
deliberate misleading instead, then I 
would say that one had better lied.

We have good reason to condemn 
misleading more strongly than lying and 
to condemn false assertion less harshly 
than lying but more harshly than 
misleading. We each have good reason to 
lie rather than make false assertions, but 
to make false assertions rather than 
mislead. �is is because these forms of 
deception damage credibility in di�erent 
ways. We can trust the person who lies to 
assert only what they believe to be true 
but we cannot trust the person who 
misleads at all.

Certainly anyone who insists on 
condemning all lies should ponder what 
would happen if we could reliably tell 
when our family, friends, colleagues, and 
government leaders were deceiving us. It 
is tempting to think that the world would 

become a better place when purged of 
the deceptions that seem to interfere 
with our attempts at genuine 
communication or intimacy. On the 
other hand, perhaps our social lives 
would collapse under the weight of 
relentless honesty, with unveiled truths 
destroying our ability to connect with 
others. �e ubiquity of lying is clearly a 
problem, but would we want to will away 
all of our lies? Let's be honest.
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We tend to think that people 
are either honest or 
dishonest. We like to believe 
that most people are 
virtuous, but a few bad 
apples spoil the bunch. If this 
were true, society might 

easily remedy its 
problems with 

cheating and 
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owever hard I have tried not to 
worry about the frequent power 
outages which have assaulted 
us with redoubled vigour these 

days, and notwithstanding the golden 
rules of Dale Carnegie to banish worry in 
all unforeseen circumstances, I confess 
that I have not been able to be paci�ed by 
taking it all in my stride. In a well-lighted 
room, when life rolls on in its usual 
routine, suddenly pitch darkness engulfs 
the room bringing all activities to a 
grinding halt. Darkness is equated to 
death and depravity in the realm of 
literature, because it virtually devours life 
which manifests itself only in light. 
Shakespeare uses the metaphor of 
darkness to illustrate Macbeth’s slide 
towards depravity. Macbeth cannot face 
his murderous intentions and only needs 
darkness to hide what he is about to do. 
“Stars hide our �res/let not light see my 
black and deep desires.” In ‘King Lear’ 
Satan is likened to the Prince of darkness, 
“having jaws with which to devour love”. 
Similarly in ‘Othello’ and ‘Romeo Juliet’, 
light stands for hope and new 
beginnings, while darkness often 
personi�es fear, evil, treachery, and the 
un-known.

�e darkness which pervades most of 
Pakistan these days is symptomatic of the 
same depravity, treachery and evil for 
which it stands as a symbol. It indicates 
some extremely vile thing to have 
happened to Pakistan in the past of 
which none of us are aware. God is 
always just and it is an article of faith 
with us that He in his in�nite wisdom 
rewards those who make the best use of 
the faculties with which they are 
endowed by Him. Since we remained 
complacent in an environment where 
everything was changing, we took it for 
granted that things would change and 
the impending fears would be 
automatically overcome without much 
e�ort on our part. Since those days, 
darkness as any malaise has come to stay 
with us, with all its attending mischief 
and cruelties. Meeting energy crisis on 
war footing has never been our priority, 
and during the three decades since 1980s 
it has never �gured on the top of our 
agenda. Political expediency, petty 
intrigues and lust for power of our leaders 
blinded us to the urgent measures which 
could be taken in time to arrest the ghost 
of a severe energy crisis which has 
warped our lives, eroded our economy 

and devastated our industry. In the midst 
of this crisis when life has come to a 
stand-still, hardly any political party or 
its leaders have given any viable formula 
to overcome this crisis within any 
foreseeable future? Are we destined to 
remain in darkness for the rest of our 
lives? �ese are some questions to which 
there is no answer. �e subject itself has 
become so old that it has become out of 
fashion to talk about it in the media, and 
people have come to accept it as an 
inexorable fact of life in the same way as 
they have accepted that all mortals have 
to die one day.

�e rising demand of electricity due to 
rapid village electri�cations, heavy line 
losses, inadequate generation capacity, 
seasonal reduction in hydro-power, 
depletion of gas resources and too much 
reliance on imported fuel oil, coupled 
with mounting circular debt are the main 
causes of this crisis. �is has resulted in 
an annual loss of 2% of GDP reducing 
the industrial output up to 37% which is 
unprecedented anywhere in the world. 
�e question is what strategy was 
envisioned when the ever-widening gap 
among supply and demand between 

1970s and 1990-91 was growing 
consistently at 9-10 percent per annum. 
Even after 2002 the growth in demand 
was not properly anticipated and no 
investments were made to increase the 
supply.  No new initiatives were taken, 
nor were the existing power plants 
repaired, refurbished or upgraded. No 
fool-proof policy to recover huge backlog 
of arrears was formulated or 
implemented. No comprehensive plan 
was chalked out for lesser dependence on 
imported oil and more on indigenous 
resources like coal, hydro-power, and 
other renewable resources was ever 
devised. In 2006 the military regime for 
political reasons did not allow the rise in 
electricity prices when the electricity 
tari�s were already below cost-recovery 
level. �is led to the creation of circular 
debt, since the power generating 
companies could not pay the fuel 
suppliers. Similarly the IPPs could not 
clear their dues and thus started 
producing less than their capacities. �e 
main reason for this vicious circle was the 
ine�ciency of distribution companies in 
the collection of revenues, transmission 
losses and below cost power tari�. 
Presently 68% of our electricity 
generation is thermal which is mostly 
based on imported oil and gas. �us in 
view of the present tari�, it appears 
di�cult to make up for cost price de�cit. 
�e out-of budget subsidies granted by 
the government to the distribution 
companies to minimize this de�cit has 
not only precipitated their inherent 
ine�ciencies in controlling corruption, 
wrong billing, and theft etc. It also made 
the energy sector su�er a loss of Rs. 104 
billion, while WAPDA had a de�cit of 

Rs. 280 billion, as per the confession 
made by the Federal Secretary Water and 
Power in the meeting of the Public 
Accounts Committee held in August 
2012. �e Secretary also disclosed that 
no serious consideration was being given 
by the government to power generation 
and it had yet to decide whether to go for 
hydel power, thermal, gas or coal. 
Coupled with this are the transmission 
losses which are as high as 22 percent. 
Since one percent loss means Rs. 6.5 
billion, the total loss of all DISCOs is 
around Rs. 150billion a year.

In this scenario, it is to be seen what went 
fundamentally wrong with the decision 
makers and what brought all of us to this 
mess with apparently no hope of 
recovery.

In this land of 5 rivers, hydro-power 
generation was the only cheapest and 
cost e�ective source of energy. Up to 
1962-63, 60 percent power generation 
was through hydel source which fell to 
less than 30 percent in 2009-10. �e 
remaining almost 70 percent is being 
�lled by thermal power. Why it so 
happened that we switched to thermal 
source despite the enormous increase in 
the price of oil due to OPEC oil crisis of 
70s which was further aggravated by the 
Iranian Revolution and the Gulf war in 
1979 and 1990 respectively? �is is 
because of our internal wrangling and 
intra-provincial rivalries and mistrust. 
Kalabagh Dam whose �rst feasibility was 
prepared by Messer Tiptan & Hill, a 
world renowned agency as far back as 
1953, and later at various times by no less 
than 200 engineers and experts from all 
over the world should not have been 

abandoned on purely political grounds 
especially when it had obtained the 
approval of the Council of Common 
Interests which is the only constitutional 
forum to deal with such matters. If 
instead of being browbeaten by a bunch 
of self-seeking politicians, the KBD had 
been constructed,  it would have brought 
3500 MW of electricity in the national 
grid which was then more than our 
need.�us we let go an opportunity to 
exploit our water resources at the crucial 
time of our history for which we were 
made to pay through the nose to this day. 
We neither made any attempt to 
construct small and medium sized dams 
at undisputed sites. Needless to say that 
India has completed 4500 small and 
medium dams over a period of 60 years. 
Our apathy to exploit our water resources 
can be seen from the fact that we have 
the potential of more than 40,000 MW 
of hydro-power (if generated to full 
potential ), but we have the installed 
capacity of only 6555 MW, which is 
roughly 16 percent of the total potential. 
Hydro power is the most viable and 
cheap mode of power generation all over 
the world. Norway produces 99 percent 
of its electricity from hydro power, while 
Brazil produces 92 percent and Austria 
67 percent. �e cost of oil has increased 3 
times in 4 years from 2007 to2011, but 
our insistence to rely on oil remains 
un-wavering even at this stage of our 
economic bankruptcy.  �is speaks 
volumes of utter lack of vision of our 
political leadership and policy makers. 
Corruption played no minor role in this 
rot. A Chinese �rm agreed to set up a 
600 MW project at �ar for 5.79 cents 
per unit, but the o�er was spurned by the 
previous regime only because it did not 
go to their personal advantage. �eir 
noses had become inured to the smell of 
oil because the rented thermal units 
using expensive imported oil promised 
them a bonanza of prosperity at the cost 
of poor tax payer’s money. A game which 
is initiated in the ominous shadows of 
darkness cannot be expected to give out 
even a feeble glimmer of light. We are 
ashamed that things have come to this 
pass but we are helpless and cannot be 
consoled. �us every time darkness 
overtakes us, we like Hamlet cry out, 
LIGHT, LIGHT, LIGHT!
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Our apathy to exploit our water resources can be seen from the fact 
that we have the potential of more than 40,000 MW of hydro-power 
(if generated to full potential), but we have the installed capacity of 

only 6555 MW, which is roughly 16 percent of the total potential. 



owever hard I have tried not to 
worry about the frequent power 
outages which have assaulted 
us with redoubled vigour these 

days, and notwithstanding the golden 
rules of Dale Carnegie to banish worry in 
all unforeseen circumstances, I confess 
that I have not been able to be paci�ed by 
taking it all in my stride. In a well-lighted 
room, when life rolls on in its usual 
routine, suddenly pitch darkness engulfs 
the room bringing all activities to a 
grinding halt. Darkness is equated to 
death and depravity in the realm of 
literature, because it virtually devours life 
which manifests itself only in light. 
Shakespeare uses the metaphor of 
darkness to illustrate Macbeth’s slide 
towards depravity. Macbeth cannot face 
his murderous intentions and only needs 
darkness to hide what he is about to do. 
“Stars hide our �res/let not light see my 
black and deep desires.” In ‘King Lear’ 
Satan is likened to the Prince of darkness, 
“having jaws with which to devour love”. 
Similarly in ‘Othello’ and ‘Romeo Juliet’, 
light stands for hope and new 
beginnings, while darkness often 
personi�es fear, evil, treachery, and the 
un-known.

�e darkness which pervades most of 
Pakistan these days is symptomatic of the 
same depravity, treachery and evil for 
which it stands as a symbol. It indicates 
some extremely vile thing to have 
happened to Pakistan in the past of 
which none of us are aware. God is 
always just and it is an article of faith 
with us that He in his in�nite wisdom 
rewards those who make the best use of 
the faculties with which they are 
endowed by Him. Since we remained 
complacent in an environment where 
everything was changing, we took it for 
granted that things would change and 
the impending fears would be 
automatically overcome without much 
e�ort on our part. Since those days, 
darkness as any malaise has come to stay 
with us, with all its attending mischief 
and cruelties. Meeting energy crisis on 
war footing has never been our priority, 
and during the three decades since 1980s 
it has never �gured on the top of our 
agenda. Political expediency, petty 
intrigues and lust for power of our leaders 
blinded us to the urgent measures which 
could be taken in time to arrest the ghost 
of a severe energy crisis which has 
warped our lives, eroded our economy 
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people have come to accept it as an 
inexorable fact of life in the same way as 
they have accepted that all mortals have 
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depletion of gas resources and too much 
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unprecedented anywhere in the world. 
�e question is what strategy was 
envisioned when the ever-widening gap 
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clear their dues and thus started 
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ine�ciency of distribution companies in 
the collection of revenues, transmission 
losses and below cost power tari�. 
Presently 68% of our electricity 
generation is thermal which is mostly 
based on imported oil and gas. �us in 
view of the present tari�, it appears 
di�cult to make up for cost price de�cit. 
�e out-of budget subsidies granted by 
the government to the distribution 
companies to minimize this de�cit has 
not only precipitated their inherent 
ine�ciencies in controlling corruption, 
wrong billing, and theft etc. It also made 
the energy sector su�er a loss of Rs. 104 
billion, while WAPDA had a de�cit of 
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made by the Federal Secretary Water and 
Power in the meeting of the Public 
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2012. �e Secretary also disclosed that 
no serious consideration was being given 
by the government to power generation 
and it had yet to decide whether to go for 
hydel power, thermal, gas or coal. 
Coupled with this are the transmission 
losses which are as high as 22 percent. 
Since one percent loss means Rs. 6.5 
billion, the total loss of all DISCOs is 
around Rs. 150billion a year.

In this scenario, it is to be seen what went 
fundamentally wrong with the decision 
makers and what brought all of us to this 
mess with apparently no hope of 
recovery.

In this land of 5 rivers, hydro-power 
generation was the only cheapest and 
cost e�ective source of energy. Up to 
1962-63, 60 percent power generation 
was through hydel source which fell to 
less than 30 percent in 2009-10. �e 
remaining almost 70 percent is being 
�lled by thermal power. Why it so 
happened that we switched to thermal 
source despite the enormous increase in 
the price of oil due to OPEC oil crisis of 
70s which was further aggravated by the 
Iranian Revolution and the Gulf war in 
1979 and 1990 respectively? �is is 
because of our internal wrangling and 
intra-provincial rivalries and mistrust. 
Kalabagh Dam whose �rst feasibility was 
prepared by Messer Tiptan & Hill, a 
world renowned agency as far back as 
1953, and later at various times by no less 
than 200 engineers and experts from all 
over the world should not have been 

abandoned on purely political grounds 
especially when it had obtained the 
approval of the Council of Common 
Interests which is the only constitutional 
forum to deal with such matters. If 
instead of being browbeaten by a bunch 
of self-seeking politicians, the KBD had 
been constructed,  it would have brought 
3500 MW of electricity in the national 
grid which was then more than our 
need.�us we let go an opportunity to 
exploit our water resources at the crucial 
time of our history for which we were 
made to pay through the nose to this day. 
We neither made any attempt to 
construct small and medium sized dams 
at undisputed sites. Needless to say that 
India has completed 4500 small and 
medium dams over a period of 60 years. 
Our apathy to exploit our water resources 
can be seen from the fact that we have 
the potential of more than 40,000 MW 
of hydro-power (if generated to full 
potential ), but we have the installed 
capacity of only 6555 MW, which is 
roughly 16 percent of the total potential. 
Hydro power is the most viable and 
cheap mode of power generation all over 
the world. Norway produces 99 percent 
of its electricity from hydro power, while 
Brazil produces 92 percent and Austria 
67 percent. �e cost of oil has increased 3 
times in 4 years from 2007 to2011, but 
our insistence to rely on oil remains 
un-wavering even at this stage of our 
economic bankruptcy.  �is speaks 
volumes of utter lack of vision of our 
political leadership and policy makers. 
Corruption played no minor role in this 
rot. A Chinese �rm agreed to set up a 
600 MW project at �ar for 5.79 cents 
per unit, but the o�er was spurned by the 
previous regime only because it did not 
go to their personal advantage. �eir 
noses had become inured to the smell of 
oil because the rented thermal units 
using expensive imported oil promised 
them a bonanza of prosperity at the cost 
of poor tax payer’s money. A game which 
is initiated in the ominous shadows of 
darkness cannot be expected to give out 
even a feeble glimmer of light. We are 
ashamed that things have come to this 
pass but we are helpless and cannot be 
consoled. �us every time darkness 
overtakes us, we like Hamlet cry out, 
LIGHT, LIGHT, LIGHT!
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he tragedy of September 11, 
2001, goes far beyond the 
deaths of those who died in 
the towers and the deaths of 

�re�ghters and �rst responders who 
succumbed to illnesses caused by 
inhalation of toxic dust. For thirteen years 
a new generation of Americans has been 
born into the 9/11 myth that has been 
used to create the American 
warfare/police state.

�e Bush and Obama regimes used 9/11 
to kill, maim, dispossess and displace 
millions of Muslims in seven countries, 
none of whom had anything whatsoever 
to do with 9/11.

A generation of Americans has been born 
into disdain and distrust of Muslims.

A generation of Americans has been born 
into a police state in which privacy and 
constitutional protections no longer exist.

A generation of Americans has been born 
into continuous warfare while needs of 
citizens go unmet.

A generation of Americans has been born 
into a society in which truth is replaced 

with the endless repetition of falsehoods.

According to the o�cial story, on 
September 11, 2001, the vaunted 
National Security State of the World’s 
Only Superpower was defeated by a few 
young Saudi Arabians armed only with 
box cutters. �e American National 
Security State proved to be totally 
helpless and was dealt the greatest 
humiliation ever in�icted on any country 
claiming to be a power.

�at day no aspect of the National 
Security State worked. Everything failed.

�e US Air Force for the �rst time in its 
history could not get interceptor jet 
�ghters into the air.

All sixteen US intelligence agencies failed 
as did those of America’s NATO and 
Israeli allies.

Airport Security failed four times at the 
same moment on the same day. �e 
probability of such a failure is zero.

If such a thing had actually happened, 
there would have been demands from the 
White House, from Congress, and from 

the media for an investigation. O�cials 
would have been held accountable for 
their failures. Heads would have rolled

Instead, the White House resisted for one 
year the 9/11 families’ demands for an 
investigation. Finally, a collection of 
politicians was assembled to listen to the 
government’s account and to write it 
down. �e chairman, vice chairman, and 
legal counsel of the 9/11 Commission 
have said that information was withheld 
from the commission, lies were told to the 
commission, and that the commission 
“was set up to fail.” �e worst security 
failure in history resulted in not a single 
�ring. No one was held responsible.

Washington concluded that 9/11 was 
possible because America lacked a police 
state. 

�e PATRIOT Act, which was awaiting 
the event was quickly passed by the 
congress. �e Act established executive 
branch independence of law and the 
Constitution. �e Act and follow-up 
measures have institutionalized a police 
state in “the land of the free.”

the three WTC buildings. 
�e o�cial account, if correct, 
means that existing �re and 
building codes are insu�cient 
to protect the public and that 
all other steel high rise 
structures are subject to the 
same failure. �e group has 
been clever to frame the issue 
in terms of public safety and 
not in terms of 9/11 truth.

New York authorities, of 
course, continue to oppose the 
initiative. �e question now 
rests on a judge’s ruling. It is 
di�cult to imagine a judge 
going against the government 
in such a major way, but the 
group will have made the 
point that the government has 
no con�dence in the truth of 
its own story.

Over these 13 years, 
physicists, chemists, 

architects, engineers, and �rst responders 
have provided massive evidence that 
completely disproves the o�cial account 
of the failure of the three skyscrapers. �e 
response to experts has been for 
non-experts to call experts “conspiracy 
theorists.” In other words, the defenders 
of the government’s story have no 
scienti�c or factual basis on which to 
stand. So they substitute name-calling.

9/11 was used to fundamentally alter the 
nature of the US government and its 
relationship to the American people. 
Unaccountable executive power has 
replaced due process and the checks and 
balances established by the US 
Constitution. In the name of National 
Security, executive power knows no 
restraints. Essentially, Americans today 
have no rights if the government targets 
them. �ose Americans born after 9/11 
were born into a di�erent country from 
the rest of us. Having never experienced 
constitutional government, they will not 
know what they have lost.

�e anthrax attacks of October 2001 have 
been forgotten, but Professor Graeme 
MacQueen in �e 2001 Anthrax 
Deception (Clarity Press, 2014) shows 
that the anthrax attacks played an 
essential role in setting the stage for the 
government’s acquisition of 
unaccountable police state power. Two 
Democratic Senate committee chairmen, 
�omas Daschle and Patrick Leahy, were 
disturbed by the Bush regime’s overreach 
for carte blanche power, and were in a 
position to block the coming police state 
legislation and the ability of the executive 

branch alone to take America to war.

Both senators received anthrax letters, as 
did major news organizations. �e TV 
network news anchors, such as Dan 
Rather, who compared the collapse of 
WTC skyscrapers to buildings brought 
down by controlled demolition, had not 
yet been �red by Republicans on 
framed-up charges.

Initially, the anthrax letters, which caused 
the deaths of some USPS employees, 
were seen as the second stage of the 9/11 
attack. Fear multiplied. �e senators and 
media shut up. �en it was discovered 
that the anthrax was a unique kind 
produced only by a US government 
military facility.

�e entire episode stinks to high heaven. 
Justice is something that exists outside 
the borders of the United States. 

Most Americans are unaware of the 
extent to which the federal government 
owns the experts who can contradict its 
fairy tales. For example, no competent 
physicist can possibly believe the o�cial 
story of the destruction of the three 
WTC buildings. But physics 
departments in US universities are 
heavily dependent on federal money. 

�e same constraints operate in the 
private sector. High rise architects and 
structural engineers who express doubts 
about the o�cial explanation of the 
collapse of three skyscrapers are viewed 
by potential clients as Muslim apologists 
and conspiracy kooks. �e clients, of 
course, have no expert knowledge with 
which to assess the issue, but they are 
indoctrinated with ceaseless, endless, 
repetition that 9/11 was Osama bin 
Laden’s attack on America. �eir 
indoctrination makes them immune to 
facts.

�e 9/11 lie has persisted for 13 years. 
Millions of Muslims have paid for this lie 
with their lives, the destruction of their 
families, and with their dislocation. Most 
Americans remain comfortable with the 
fact that their government has destroyed 
in whole or part seven countries based on 
a lie Washington told to cover up an 
inside job that launched the crazed 
neoconservatives’ drive for Washington’s 
World Empire.
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" Initially, the anthrax le�ers, 
which caused the deaths of some 
USPS employees, were seen as 
the second stage of the 9/11 
a�ack. Fear multiplied. The 
senators and media shut up."

9/11 after
13 years

Osama bin Laden was blamed despite his 
explicit denial. For the next ten years 
Osama bin Laden was the bogyman that 
provided the excuse for Washington to 
kill countless numbers of Muslims. �en 
suddenly on May 2, 2011, Obama 
claimed that US Navy SEALs had killed 
bin Laden in Pakistan. Osama bin Laden 
became the only human in history to 
survive renal failure for ten years. �ere 
was no dialysis machine in what was said 
to be bin Laden’s hideaway. �e numerous 
obituaries of bin Laden’s death in 
December 2001 went down the memory 
hole. And the SEAL team died a few 
weeks later in a mysterious helicopter 
crash in Afghanistan. 

Watching the twin towers and WTC 7 
come down, it was obvious to me that the 
buildings were not falling down as a result 
of structural damage. When it became 
clear that the White House had blocked 
an independent investigation of the only 
three steel skyscrapers in world history to 
collapse as a result of low temperature 
o�ce �res, it was apparent that there was 
a coverup.

After 13 years people at home and abroad 
�nd the government’s story less 
believable.

�e case made by independent experts is 
now so compelling that mainstream 
media has opened to it. Here is Richard 
Gage of Architects & Engineers for 9/11 
Truth on C-SPAN:

After years of persistence a group in New 
York has secured the necessary number of 
valid signatures to put on the ballot a vote 
to investigate the cause of the collapse of 
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initiative. �e question now 
rests on a judge’s ruling. It is 
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the rest of us. Having never experienced 
constitutional government, they will not 
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�omas Daschle and Patrick Leahy, were 
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legislation and the ability of the executive 

branch alone to take America to war.

Both senators received anthrax letters, as 
did major news organizations. �e TV 
network news anchors, such as Dan 
Rather, who compared the collapse of 
WTC skyscrapers to buildings brought 
down by controlled demolition, had not 
yet been �red by Republicans on 
framed-up charges.

Initially, the anthrax letters, which caused 
the deaths of some USPS employees, 
were seen as the second stage of the 9/11 
attack. Fear multiplied. �e senators and 
media shut up. �en it was discovered 
that the anthrax was a unique kind 
produced only by a US government 
military facility.

�e entire episode stinks to high heaven. 
Justice is something that exists outside 
the borders of the United States. 

Most Americans are unaware of the 
extent to which the federal government 
owns the experts who can contradict its 
fairy tales. For example, no competent 
physicist can possibly believe the o�cial 
story of the destruction of the three 
WTC buildings. But physics 
departments in US universities are 
heavily dependent on federal money. 

�e same constraints operate in the 
private sector. High rise architects and 
structural engineers who express doubts 
about the o�cial explanation of the 
collapse of three skyscrapers are viewed 
by potential clients as Muslim apologists 
and conspiracy kooks. �e clients, of 
course, have no expert knowledge with 
which to assess the issue, but they are 
indoctrinated with ceaseless, endless, 
repetition that 9/11 was Osama bin 
Laden’s attack on America. �eir 
indoctrination makes them immune to 
facts.

�e 9/11 lie has persisted for 13 years. 
Millions of Muslims have paid for this lie 
with their lives, the destruction of their 
families, and with their dislocation. Most 
Americans remain comfortable with the 
fact that their government has destroyed 
in whole or part seven countries based on 
a lie Washington told to cover up an 
inside job that launched the crazed 
neoconservatives’ drive for Washington’s 
World Empire.
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Osama bin Laden was blamed despite his 
explicit denial. For the next ten years 
Osama bin Laden was the bogyman that 
provided the excuse for Washington to 
kill countless numbers of Muslims. �en 
suddenly on May 2, 2011, Obama 
claimed that US Navy SEALs had killed 
bin Laden in Pakistan. Osama bin Laden 
became the only human in history to 
survive renal failure for ten years. �ere 
was no dialysis machine in what was said 
to be bin Laden’s hideaway. �e numerous 
obituaries of bin Laden’s death in 
December 2001 went down the memory 
hole. And the SEAL team died a few 
weeks later in a mysterious helicopter 
crash in Afghanistan. 

Watching the twin towers and WTC 7 
come down, it was obvious to me that the 
buildings were not falling down as a result 
of structural damage. When it became 
clear that the White House had blocked 
an independent investigation of the only 
three steel skyscrapers in world history to 
collapse as a result of low temperature 
o�ce �res, it was apparent that there was 
a coverup.

After 13 years people at home and abroad 
�nd the government’s story less 
believable.

�e case made by independent experts is 
now so compelling that mainstream 
media has opened to it. Here is Richard 
Gage of Architects & Engineers for 9/11 
Truth on C-SPAN:

After years of persistence a group in New 
York has secured the necessary number of 
valid signatures to put on the ballot a vote 
to investigate the cause of the collapse of 



EVENT

�e press surrounded the entrance to Zamzama mall. Inside, a welcome 
mat had been rolled out for a Scandinavian label, as Floyd by Smith, made 
its Pakistani debut.  �e collection on display featured a delectable mix of 
casual chic / formal wear paired with footwear & accessories.  People seen 
milling around the tea bar, red carpet, and catwalk being prepped to 
showcase high street fashion admired the whimsical lines and elegant cuts 
used to adorn its edgy canvas. 

�e launch of the Norwegian �agship store was capped by a fashion 
presentation and the event organizers had made seating arrangements 
outside the shop allowing guests / curiosity seekers to cheer for the 
models from the sidelines. Not everyone could make it past the media 
blitz though, and hoped future openings would perhaps limit the number 
of invitees, or expand the venue to accommodate the incoming tide of 
fashion royalty. 

�e guest list included Angeline Malik (actress), Nadia Hussain (model), 
Ali Saleem (of Begum Nawazish fame), Nadya Mistry (designer), 
Nazneen Tariq Khan (jewellery designer) etc. Also present was Frieha 
Altaf – CEO Catwalk patiently �elding media queries while sporting a 
lovely Floyd dress. 

Floyd was founded in the mid 1980’s and expands its reach to over 250 
stores in Norway.  It has been brought to Karachi courtesy of Nordic 1, 
and is owned by Mr. Shahid Malik.  

Floyd by Smith
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